
the ongoing search operations
for the workers trapped inside
the tunnel, the CM added.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union home minister
Amit Shah spoke to Tamang,
took stock of the situation and
assured him of all help from the
Centre. The PM also announced
ex-gratia of ₹2 lakh each to the
kin of the deceased and ₹50,000
each to the injured.

The Sikkim legislative assem-
bly observed a two-minute
silence to mourn the death of
workers in the tunnel collapse. 

The incident occurred at Adit
3 of the tunnel — at least 
1.5 km from the mouth 
of the tunnel — which is part of
the 500 MW hydel project of
NHPC Ltd.

In a statement, NHPC said a
sudden burst of suspected meth-
ane gas trapped/embedded
inside the rocks led to the explo-
sion, generating dense fumes

and toxic gases.
“The explosion was triggered

by a possible methane gas leak.
The methane gas was probably
trapped in a pocket in the rock
which was being drilled by the
tunnel boring machine. 
When the machine hit that
pocket the gas leaked and trig-
gered the explosion,” said an
NHPC official, requesting ano-
nymity.

Meanwhile, a mining safety
team from Eastern Coalfields
Limited in West Bengal joined
the rescue operation on Tuesday
with safety gear and high-tech
equipment.

Talking to reporters, mem-
bers of the ECL rescue team
claimed they have spotted at
least eight more bodies inside
the tunnel, indicating the toll
may have increased to 20. The
tunnel is full of mud, making it
difficult to recover the bodies,
they added. 

GUWAHATI/KOHIMA:  The toll
in Assam floods increased to 11
with one more fatality reported
on Tuesday even as over
310,000 people remained
affected by the deluge in 11 dis-
tricts of the state, officials said.

Several major rivers, includ-
ing the Brahmaputra, 
Dikhow, Desang and Dhansiri,
were flowing above the danger
level in different parts of the
state, with some of the water
bodies having breached the
“extreme flood” level, officials
added. 

Relief and rescue operations
were being carried out 
by multiple agencies, including
the Army, NDRF, SDRF 
and Fire and Emergency Servi-
ces. PTI/HTC

ASSAM FLOOD TOLL 
RISES TO 11; 9 DEAD 
IN NAGALAND 

29. This decision was chal-
lenged by the Meghalaya gov-
ernment in the top court. 

The high court found fault
with the state police for not
communicating the grounds of
arrest and showing a total
“non-application of judicious
mind” as the arrest memo men-
tioned section 403 instead of

Sonam Raghuvanshi

Joydeep Thakur and 
Pramod Giri

letters@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA/SILIGURI:  At least 12
workers were killed and 13 oth-
ers remained trapped for over 24
hours after an under-construc-
tion tunnel collapsed in Sikkim’s
Namchi district following an
explosion of suspected methane
gas, officials said on Tuesday,
adding the toll may increase.

Meanwhile, members of a
mining safety team from neigh-
bouring West Bengal that joined
the rescue operation on Tuesday,
claimed to having spotted eight
more bodies inside the tunnel.
The Namchi district administra-
tion, however, could not verify
the claims till the time of going
to press. 

A total of 25 workers had been
trapped inside the collapsed tun-
nel of the NHPC Teesta Stage VI
Hydropower Project at Samar-
dung in South Sikkim shortly
after 1 pm on Monday.

“In all 12 bodies have been
recovered till 7pm on Tuesday
and 13 are still missing,” Namchi
district collector Anupa Tamling
said. “We will carry out the res-
cue operation until late night
and will resume it early Wednes-
day morning. Seven of the bodies
recovered have been identified.”

The deceased included
migrant workers from West Ben-
gal, Punjab, Assam and Uttara-
khand, the senior official said.

Sikkim chief minister Prem
Singh Tamang, who visited the 
incident site along with Governor
Om Prakash Mathur on Tuesday,
announced an ex-gratia of ₹4 
lakh each to the kin of those killed
and ₹50,000 to each injured.

“A high-level committee will
be constituted to investigate the
matter,” the CM told reporters.

A special mining rescue team
from neighbouring West Bengal
has arrived at the site to assist in

12 killed, 13 trapped in Sikkim 
tunnel collapse; toll may rise 

TIMELINE
l 1.30 pm:  A section of the 

tunnel at adit 3 in Samardung 
collapses during the workers' 
lunch break

l 2.30 pm: Local rescue team 
arrives

l 5 pm: NDRF team from Bengal 
arrives 

l 8 pm: First body was recovered 

l TOTAL TUNNEL LENGTH:  
Approximately 2km and width: 10.8m

l INFRASTRUCTURE: Includes 5 
adits (1, 2, 3, 4, and 4A)

l PURPOSE: The under-construction 
tunnel aims to connect the barrage at 
Sirwani to the powerhouse at 
Tarkhola to generate electricity to 
generate electricity by using the 
Teesta river’s natural flow under the 
Run of River (RoR) scheme

What happened on July 20
TEESTA STAGE-VI HE PROJECT 
IN SOUTH SIKKIM

PHOTO: PTI; SOURCE: NHPC OFFICIALS

12 dead

13trapped

SUSPECTED 
CAUSE:  
Methane gas 
explosion

Abraham Thomas

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  The Supreme
Court on Tuesday asked Sonam
Raghuvanshi, currently on bail
for murdering her husband
Raja Raghuvanshi during a
honeymoon trip in Meghalaya
in 2025, to consider surrender-
ing and going back to jail as the
court gave her two days to
decide whether she wishes to
take this option or defend her
bail.

Sonam is accused along with
others for plotting the murder
of her husband in May 2025
was granted bail by the
Meghalaya high court on June

section 103 (punishment for
murder) of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS). The state sub-
mitted to the top court that it
was only a typographical error
on which the high court let out
an accused charged with a seri-
ous crime.

After hearing arguments on
both sides, a bench of justices
MM Sundresh and PB Varale
said, “We don’t want to sur-
prise you. At the same time you
should also understand our
mind. We want to be fair to
both sides. Either we can con-
sider and pass an order on mer-
its or we will pass an order for
you to surrender. Till then, the
important witnesses can be

examined. You have two choi-
ces. We suggest you take
instructions and come back.”

Senior advocate Ardhendu-
mauli Prasad appearing for
Raghuvanshi said that the high
court order requires her to be
in Shillong and cooperate with
the trial. He sought time till
Thursday to take instructions
pointing out that there is no
allegation by the state that his
client has violated any bail con-
dition prescribed by the high
court.

The court said, “If you take
the second option, we will ask
the trial court to expedite the
trial and then your bail applica-
tion can be taken up.”

Surrender, go to jail or defend bail: SC to Sonam

“The choices made by the
Bangladeshi side are strange, 
especially as the two sides are 
now focused on rebuilding their
relations after strains seen in the
past two years,” one of the people
said.

“Maybe the new government
in Dhaka thinks that the two can-
didates it has chosen are better 
suited to its approach,” a second
person said.

In a Facebook post in Bengali
in December 2024 in response to
a message from India’s PM con-
gratulating Bangladesh on Vijay
Diwas, Rahman had contended 
that India had no role in 
Bangladesh’s war of liberation, 
and that Bangladesh’s freedom 
came with the end of “slavery” to
India in August 2024 – a refer-
ence to the student-led protests 
that ousted the former PM 
Sheikh Hasina.

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Bangladesh 
government’s decision to appoint
two journalists who have been 
very critical of India as spokes-
persons in the missions in New 
Delhi and Kolkata has raised eye-
brows in diplomatic circles, espe-
cially as the move comes at a 
time when the two countries are
engaged in the delicate process 
of rebuilding their strained ties.

Both Saidur Rahman, the
political editor of the Bengali 
daily Ittefaq who has been 
appointed the spokesperson of 
the Bangladesh high commission
in New Delhi, and Umme Mar-
ufa, a special correspondent for 
the television network News24 
who was named as spokesperson
for the deputy high commission
in Kolkata, have made deroga-
tory social media posts about 
India and its government, people
familiar with the matter said.

By Tuesday, several of these
social media posts had been 
deleted by both journalists fol-
lowing the official announce-
ment of Rahman’s appointment
on a one-year contract by Bang-
ladesh’s public administration 
ministry. 

B’desh pick for mission 
spokespersons in Delhi, 
Kolkata raises eyebrows

SAIDUR RAHMAN 
AND UMME 
MARUFA HAVE 
ALLEGEDLY MADE 
DEROGATORY 
POSTS ABOUT 
INDIA AND ITS GOVT

NEW DELHI: The upcoming
COP-31 in Antalya should
emerge as a platform for imple-
menting important climate tar-
gets and goals, with India — one
of the fastest growing renewa-
ble energy players — to play a
key role, the United Nations
Framework Convention on Cli-
mate Change (UNFCCC) execu-
tive secretary Simon Stiell said
on Tuesday.

Visiting Delhi as part of a
three-day official visit, Stiell, 
addressing a press briefing, said
discussions with the Indian gov-
ernment had so far been fruitful
and focused on identifying solu-
tions and addressing challenges
for the green transition ahead. 
“I’ve had very productive talks 
with ministers and business 
leaders over the past two days, 
with more coming up. A constant
theme runs through the discus-
sions: Climate action is game-
changing for India, its economy 
and its people,” said Stiell.

“Fossil-fuel-free power now
makes up half of India’s
installed capacity – a milestone
you (India) has hit five years
early,” he said.

“India is an important voice
within the process (COP-31),
both in terms of its own
national representation, and
that of many of the concerns for
developing countries around
the world,” he said. HTC

INDIA TO PLAY KEY 
ROLE IN COP-31:  
UNFCCC EXEC SECY

BHOPAL:  The Madhya Pradesh
legislative assembly passed the
Uniform Civil Code (UCC) Bill by
voice vote on Tuesday amid
chants of “Jai Shri Ram”.

After Uttarakhand, Gujarat,
and Assam, Madhya Pradesh is
set to become the fourth state to
implement UCC. 

CM Mohan Yadav said, “The
76% of Muslim women and 40%
of Muslim men in Madhya Pra-
desh have supported the Uni-
form Civil Code in the state. Sep-
arate religious yardsticks would
no longer prevail in the state;
instead, from Ram to Rahim and
Anthony to Akbar, everyone in
the region would be governed by
a single Constitution.” 

After the bill was passed, the
CM, cabinet ministers and BJP
MLAs raised slogans in the
assembly , including,“Jo Hindu
hit ki baat karega, wo desh pe
raaz karega (whoever speaks for
the Hindus’ welfare, will rule the
nation)” and  “Jai Shri Ram”. The
bill will be sent to the Governor
for assent, after which, a notifi-
cation regarding the bill will be
issued in the official gazette. HTC

MP PASSES 

UCC BILL AMID 

CONG PROTESTS

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

AYODHYA:  The Shri Ram Jan-
mabhoomi Teerth Kshetra Trust
will hold two crucial meetings on
Wednesday to appoint the tem-
ple’s first chief executive officer 
(CEO), reconstitute its five key 
committees and fill three vacant
trustee posts, people familiar 
with the matter said, amid 
heightened scrutiny following 
the alleged embezzlement of 
donations.

According to people familiar
with the matter, the Trust’s exec-
utive committee will first meet at
3 pm at the Ram Janmabhoomi 
complex before convening a sec-
ond meeting at Mani Ram Das 
Chhavni Peeth, the residence of 
Trust chairman Mahant Nritya 
Gopal Das.

The appointment of the tem-
ple’s first CEO is expected to be 
the most important decision. A 
three-member search panel will
submit a shortlist of three candi-
dates, one of whom will be 

selected to oversee the temple’s 
administration, finances and 
devotee services. The post has 
attracted applications from 

retired bureaucrats, corporate 
leaders and Ram devotees. 

Speaking to reporters in Ayo-
dhya, Trust member Swami Par-
manand Giri said the vacancies 
in the trust would have to be 
filled.  The vacancies arose after
former general secretary Cham-
pat Rai and trustee Anil Mishra 
resigned amid the donation con-
troversy, while trustee Vimlen-
dra Mohan Pratap Mishra died in
August 2025.

Asked about the Supreme
Court’s observations on Monday

regarding entrusting the probe to
a Special Investigation Team 
(SIT), Giri said the trust would 
first wait for the existing SIT’s 
report. “If the present SIT is not 
considered appropriate, forming
another one will not make much
difference.”

On whether any names were
being considered for the vacan-
cies, Giri said: “There is nothing 
as of now, but the vacancies have
to be filled and whatever is to be
decided will be discussed in 
tomorrow’s meeting.” 

Ram temple trust CEO, vacancies top agenda of 2 meets today
THE APPOINTMENT 
OF THE TEMPLE’S 
FIRST CEO IS 
EXPECTED TO BE 
THE MOST 
IMPORTANT 
DECISION

SR.
NO

NAME OF
DEPARTMENT

NAME OF WORK
NOTICE TENDER

OPENING
DATE

CLOSING
DATE

AMOUNT/
EMD

(APPROX.)
IN RUPEES

WEBSITE
OF THE

DEPARTMENT

NODAL
OFFICER/
CONTACT

DETAILS/EMAIL
1 DIRECTORATE OF

INFORMATION,
PUBLIC

RELATIONS &
LANGUAGES

DEPARTMENT,
HARYANA

FOR HIRING OF
MANPOWER AGENCY
FOR PMU UNIT IN
INFORMATION PUBLIC
RELATION LANGUAGES
AND CULTURE DEPT.
HARYANA

23.07.2026
06.08.2026

https://etenders.
hry.nic.in
https://

prharyana.
gov.in

0172-5059101
esttipr@gmail.

com

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.etenders.hry.nic.in
RO NO 11/2027/40/47383/I/19/4

E-Auction for of Immovable/Movable Assets under the Securitization Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security InterestSale Notice Act,Sale and 2002Reconstruction of read with
provison toRule (2) 8(6) of the Security Interest 2002.6 & (Enforcement) Rules,
Notice is hereby togiven the public in general and in particular to the Mortgagor(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below described mortgaged/chargedBorrower(s), immovable property to
the Secured Creditor, possession of which taken The Authorized Officer of Bank of Baroda, Secured “As where is”, “As is what is”, andhas been by Creditor, will be sold on is
“Whatever there of dues below mentioned account/s. The details of Mortgagor/ Guarantor/s /Secured Asset/s/ Dues/ Reserveis” Borrower/sbasis for /recovery s/in Price/ e-
Auctiondate Time, EMD Bid IncreaseAmount arementioned& and below–

SALENOTICE FOR SALEOF IMMOVABLE/MOVABLES PROPERTIES “APPENDIX- IV-A [See proviso to Rule 6 (2) & 8 (6)]

RO Ludhiana, Address : BXX-3369, 3rd Floor Sandhu Tower II,
Gurdev Nagar, Ferozepur Road, Ludhiana ( 141001)
Contact No. 0161-5127233, Email ID: sarlud@bankofbaroda.bank.in

E-AUCTION
SALE NOTICE

Detailed Description of the Immovable Property with
Unknown Encumbrances, If Any

Sr.
No.

Name & Address of The
Borrower(s), Guarantor(s)

& Mortgagor(s)

Total Dues Excluding
Interest & other
Charges thereon

Status Possession
under SARFAESI

LAST DATE OF SUBMISSION OF EMD
14.08.2026 BY 5:00 P.M.

DATE AND TIME OF COMMENCEMENT OF E-AUCTION
14.08.2026 FROM 02:00 P.M. TO 06:00 P.M.

MODE OF PAYMENT OF EMD
RTGS/ NEFT

Reserve Price

EMD
Bid Increment

Amount

Branch Manager &
Authorised Officer

Rs. 3,40,64,579.69

rdModel Town, Jalandhar-144001,b)H No 299/300 Eldeco Greens Jalandhar City, Jalandhar, c) 3 Floor, EliteArcade Mall, Mall Road, Ludhiana-141001

RO-SARB, LUDHIANA01.
1. M/s. Jerath Path Labs, prop. Mr.

rdPrashant Jerath Address: a) 3 Floor,
Elite Arcade Mall, Mall Road, Ludhiana-
141001, b) 14, Link Road, Model Town,
Jalandhar-144001, 2. Mr. Prashant
Jerath, Address: a) 14, Link Road,

PHYSICAL
Mr. Ajay V
Nandurkar

9115521745 and
7009247858

Equitable Mortgage of Commercial property having shop no 504-
505-506 bearing MC No. B-XIX-112/6,(Old no.) MC no. B-XIX-
112/3/2 (New No.) having total area measuring 6000 sqft –super

Rs. 3,44,70,000/-

Rs. 34,47,000/-

Rs. 50,000/-
area, 4500 sqft carpet area situated at third floor of Elite's Arcade on Mall Road, Mauja
taraf Gehlewal, tehsil and distt. Ludhiana vide registered sale deed bearing wasika no -

Rs. 4,03,04,896.84

KumariW/o Mr. Sanjay Kumar Prop.Umang Packers registered at Village Ramgarh, near Jindba Processors Pvt ltd,Airport Road,Sahnewal,Chandigarh Road, Ludhiana 141003., (3)Mrs.
SoniaKumariW/o Mr. Sanjay Kumar residing at House no B-1, 980, Opposite Police Line. Daulat Street, Civil Lines, Ludhiana 141001, (4)Mr. SanjayKumarS/o Ramesh Kumar Resident
of H.No B-1,980, Opposite Police Lines, Daulat street, Civil lines, Ludhiana (Guarantor)

RO-SARB, LUDHIANA02.
1. M/s Umang Packers registered
address as Village Ramgarh, near
Jindba Processors Pvt ltd, Airport
Road,Sahnewal,Chandigarh Road,
Ludhiana 141003., (2) Mrs. Sonia

After
27.07.2026
before prior
appointment

Equitable mortgage of residential property (Plot), situated at # 30,
Sainik Farms, Village Dakha, Issewal-Dakha Link Road, Sidhwa
Canal Road, Ludhiana, measuring 0B-8B-5-1/4B Pukhta(1250

Rs. 71,72,000/-

Rs. 7,17,200/-

Rs. 50,000/-
s q u a r e y a r d s ) , c o m p r i s e d i n K h a s r a N o . 3 5 / / 11 , ( 4 - 0 - 0 ) 1 2 ( 4 - 0 - 0 )

jamabandi for the year 2010-11, standing in the name of Mr. Sanjay Kumar, registered vide sale deed bearing Wasika no. 3030, dated 14.03.2013

PHYSICAL

DATE : 21.07.2026 PLACE : LUDHIANA AUTHORIZEDOFFICER BANKOFBARODA( )

IT MAY BE TREATED AS STATUTORY 15 DAYS SALE NOTICE UNDER THE SARFAESI ACT 2002

Scan Here:
For Detailed
Terms &

Conditions.

For detailed terms and conditions of sale, please refer to the link provided in https://www.bankofbaroda.in/e-auction.htm and https://baanknet.comAlso,
perspective bidders may contact the Branch Manager orAuthorized Officer as per the Contact numbers provided above.

Mr. Ajay V
Nandurkar

9115521745 and
7009247858

After
27.07.2026
before prior
appointment

2023/2024/106/1/8125 dt 06/07/2023 in name of Prashant Jerath which is bounded as under:- South:- commercial complex, North:- Connect
Broadband office,East:-Mall Road,West:-House of neighbour,Up:-Vacant Shops,Down:-Locked Shops

Øekad % u-ik-Vks-@ fodkl@bZ fufonk@2026&27@1804 fnukad %& 16-07-2026

bZ&fufonk lwpuk la[;k ¼10@2026&27½
,rn~}kjk ;g gS fd fuEufyf[kr dk;Z ds fy, jktdh; foHkkx esa fu;ekuqlkj mi;qDr Js.kh esa iathd`r laosndksa ls fu/kkZfjr çi= esa

eksgjcUn fufonk,a vkeaf=r dh tkrh gSaaaA fufonk lEcfU/kr vf/kd tkudkjh osclkbZV www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in ,oa
www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in ij Hkh miyC/k gSa ,oa fdlh Hkh dk;Z fnol dks dk;kZy; esa vkdj ns[kh tk ldrh gSA

vf/k'kk"kh vf/kdkjh
uxjikfydk VksMkjk;flagjkt-laokn@lh@26@7281

dk;kZy; uxjikfydk VksMkjk;flag ftyk Vksad ¼jkt-½
E-Mail – nptodaraisingh@gmail.com Ph. – 01433-294303

NIB NO DLB2627A4367

UBIN NO DLB2627SLOB10469

fufonk ds dqy dk;Z 01 ¼,d½

fufonk dh vuqekfur ykxr jkf'k :- 602-23 ¼yk[kksa esa½

fufonk tkjh djus dh fnukad 16.07.2026

fufonk nLrkostksa dks MkmuyksM djus dh 'kq:vkrh fnukad o le; 17.07.2026 9:00AM

fufonk nLrkostksa dks viyksM djus gsrq vfUre fnukad o le; 17.08.2026 06:00 PM

MD. RISL t;iqj dks ns; fufonk çkls fs lxa 'kYq d@fufonk 'kYq d@
vekur jkf'k NEFT/RTGS }kjk tek djokus gsrq cSad ,oa vfUre
fnukad o le; IFSC Code – IDIB000T599

rdfudh fcM [kksyus dh fnukad o le; 18.08.2026 2:00 PM

foÙkh; fcM [kksyus dh fnukad o le; Will be Intimated Latter to the technically Qualified Bidders

fcM dh oS/krk le;kof/k 180 fnu

17.08.2026 06:00 PM

Indian BankAccount Number – 50392518692

Ø-
la-

dk;Z dk uke vuqekfur
ykxr jkf'k
¼yk[kks esa½

/kjksgj jkf'k fufonk
'kqYd

MD.

RISL

'kqYd

dk;Z iw.kZ
djus dh
vof/k

1

IoT BASED DOOR TO DOOR
WASTE COLLECTION AND
TRANSPORTATION IN WARD
No. 1 to 35 OF MUNICIPAL
AREA TODARAISINGH.

602.23

Rs. 301116 /- for AA Class
Contractors enlisted in LSGD.
Rs. 1204465/- for AA class
Contractor Enlisted in other Govt.
Departments.

5000 2500 5 o"kZ

08
CHANDIGARH/PUNJAB
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JULY 22, 2026My India


