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CHIEF Minister DK Shivaku-
mar on Thursday announced 
plans to constitute a special 
team to monitor the utilisation 
of  Corporate Social Responsi-
bility (CSR) funds in Karnata-
ka, alleging that a significant 
portion of  the estimated Rs 
10,000 crore CSR spending in 
the state could be misused.

Speaking at the Federation of  
Karnataka Chambers of  Com-
merce and Industry (FKCCI) 
Global CSR and Sustainability 
Summit 2026, Shivakumar said 
CSR should no longer be viewed 
as charity but as a strategic in-
vestment in sustainable devel-
opment. “About Rs 10,000 crore
of  CSR is coming to Karnataka. 
Where is this CSR going? I am 
going to set up a separate team 
of  officials to keep a watch on 
every rupee,” he said, alleging 
that around 50% of  CSR funds 
could be misused.

He urged companies to pri-

oritise rural primary education 
and adopt government schools. 
The government, he said, had 
mapped around 2,000 locations 
where companies could adopt 
and develop schools with infra-
structure comparable to good 
CBSE or ICSE institutions.

The government would en-
courage companies to build 
school infrastructure while al-
lowing government schools to 
continue functioning, he said. 
The initiative, he said, was 

aimed at strengthening rural 
education and reducing the 
pressure on Bengaluru. Shiva-
kumar also announced plans 
for a private employment ex-
change to connect industries 
with job seekers and help com-
panies identify and train skilled 
youth. The government would 
monitor the platform but would 
not interfere in companies’ re-
cruitment decisions, he said.

FKCCI president Uma Reddy 
said CSR spending in Karnata-

ka had increased by 45.8% from 
the last year. She said business 
success was no longer meas-
ured only by balance sheets but 
also by the value created for so-
ciety and the planet. Mean-
while, Shivakumar said educa-
tional institutions charging 
annual fees of  more than Rs 
50,000 would be required to 
adopt a government school. He 
warned that if  they failed to do 
so, the government would con-
sider capping their fees.
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BALANCING LIFE
A migrant woman sells balloons near Cubbon Park carrying her infant, balancing 

motherhood and the struggle to earn a livelihood |  KEVIN NASHON
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THE Karnataka High Court on 
Thursday dismissed an appeal 
filed by actor and murder-ac-
cused Darshan Srinivas and 
his wife, Vijayalakshmi, oppos-
ing the release of  the movie, 
‘Boss.’ Justice Pradeep Singh 
Yerur said merely because a 
movie is released depicting a few 
instances, which may be similar 
to the ongoing trial, it cannot be 
said that the courts dealing with 
such criminal trial 
would be influenced or 
swayed away by such de-
piction of  art or simi-
larities in the movie to 
decide the merits of  the 
criminal trial.

The petitioners chal-
lenged the order passed 
by the sessions court on June 2 
dismissing their application 
seeking injunction order against 
the release of  'Boss', produced 
by Siri Productions and direct-
ed by Lava V, alleging that it was 
shot based on events depicting 
the pending Renukaswamy 
murder case.

The counsel for Darshan and 
his wife contended that the teas-
er of  the film 'Boss', which bears 

an explicit name 'Inspired by 
True Events' declaration, uses 
the moniker ‘Boss’ which is syn-
onymous with the plaintiff, Dar-
shan, and contains 13 factual 
parallels to the ongoing trial. 

The court stated that pursu-
ant to the plaintiff  Darshan be-
ing implicated in the criminal 
case, the press and electronic 
media have been reporting the 
case based on court hearings 
and may be based on the inves-
tigation on a daily basis. There-
fore, a lot of  materials with re-

gard to the plaintiff's 
criminal case are in the 
public domain. There-
fore, the materials in 
the movie are taken out 
from the public do-
main. When such being 
the case, it cannot be 
said that there is any 

infringement of  the constitu-
tional right of  privacy of  the 
plaintiffs, the court added. 

The court noted that the Cen-
tral Board of  Film Certification 
has given a certification with 
regard to the film 'Boss' and 
there have been certain dis-
claimers which have been made 
out in the film just before the 
main movie starts in accord-
ance with the guidelines. 

2 held for renting out land to B’deshis
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru

A LANDLORD and a labour con-
tractor have been arrested under 
the Foreigners Act, 1946, for al-
legedly providing accommoda-
tion to six Bangladeshi nationals 
without complying with manda-
tory reporting requirements.

The landlord, identified as 
Muniraju, had rented out a por-
tion of  his land near the Govern-
ment School in Kodathi, Mar-
athahalli, where the six suspects 
were staying in a shed. The la-
bour contractor, Arjun, is ac-
cused of  facilitating their stay.

The Varthur police detained 
the six individuals after they 
failed to produce documents es-
tablishing their Indian citizen-
ship. During questioning, the 

police confirmed that they were 
from Bangladesh. 

The case came to light last 
Saturday after the police re-
ceived information that mem-
bers of  certain organisations 
were allegedly assaulting the 
Bangladeshi nationals staying 
in Kodathi and recording vide-
os of  the attacks. When the po-
lice reached the spot, they found 
the six individuals, including 
women, staying in the shed.

The detained persons have 
been identified as Shahida Beg-
um (32), Renu (60), Laiju Akthar 
(20), K. Jaleel Sheikh (50), M Mo-
hammed Nitul Sheikh (35), and 
I Mohammed Saidul Islam (45).

“All six are natives of  the 
Bagerhat and Munshiganj dis-
tricts of  Bangladesh. They have 
been handed over to the con-

cerned authorities for further 
investigation,” a police officer 
said. Police said it is illegal for 
property owners to fail to re-
port foreign nationals staying 
on their premises.

“The Foreigners Regional Reg-
istration Office mandates that 
house owners upload the details 
of foreign nationals on its online 
portal within 24 hours of  renting 
out their premises. The informa-
tion must be submitted through 
Form C. Under Section 7 of  the 
Foreigners Act. The completed 
Form C, along with the relevant 
documents, must be retained by 
the owner. This requirement is 
crucial because foreign nation-
als have, in several instances, 
been found involved in criminal 
activities, including drug traf-
ficking,” the officer added.

HC JUNKS DARSHAN’S 
PLEA AGAINST RELEASE 

OF MOVIE ‘BOSS’

CM plans team to keep watch on CSR funds

20-bed NICU opens at Mahalakshmipuram Hosp
Bengaluru: A 20-bed Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) has been 

inaugurated at Mahalakshmipuram Referral Hospital, a government hospital 
in Bengaluru, to provide specialised treatment for premature, low-birth-weight 

and critically ill newborns free of cost. The NICU, equipped with advanced 
neonatal care equipment, is expected to strengthen newborn care services at 

the hospital and reduce the need to refer critically ill infants to other 
healthcare facilities. The facility has been established with support from 

Aahwahan Foundation, which said this is the 62nd neonatal intensive care unit 
it has established across the country through CSR partnerships.

Our goal is to position Karnataka as one of India’s 
most preferred tourism destinations by fostering 
strong partnerships between the government, 
investors and the tourism industry

K J George
Tourism Minister 

CM DK Shivakumar, FKCCI  president Uma Reddy and others at the 
inaugural session of FKCCI Global CSR and Susatainability Summit 
2026 in Bengaluru on Thursday |  NAGARAJA GADEKAL

200-ACRE SEMICONDUCTOR PARK IN KWIN  
CITY TO BE OPERATIONAL BY DEC 2026
Bengaluru: Speaking at the 15th Strategic Electronics 
Summit in the Defense and Aerospace Sector held at 
the Bangalore International Exhibition Centre, CM DK 
Shivakumar said that Karnataka is a hub for 
producing talented human resources, and the human 
resources and climate here are unmatched by any 
other city.  A semiconductor park spanning around 
200 acres is expected to be operational in KWIN City 
(phase 1) by December 2026, as announced by 
Minister for Large and Medium Industries MB Patil, at 
the same event. He said state’s investment in the 
sector and other allied sectors are poised to create
more than 3,500 jobs in Karnataka.

Mysuru school 
bags Swachh 
Vidyalaya award 
E N S  @ Mysuru

A government high school at At-
tigodu in Periyapatna taluk of  
Mysuru district has been select-
ed for the prestigious Swachh 
Vidyalaya Puraskar 2025-26 at 
the national level. The officials 
have attributed the achievement 
largely to infrastructure created 
under MGNREGA. 

According to officials, nearly 
`49 lakh has been spent under 
MGNREGA for the school’s de-
velopment, while an additional 
over `3 lakh was utilised from 
the 15th Finance Commission 
grants. The school has also es-
tablished facilities such as an 
RO water plant, modern toilets, 
scientific waste management 
systems and rainwater harvest-
ing, besides implementing 
awareness programmes on 
menstrual hygiene, environ-
mental conservation and stu-
dent leadership development.

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER NIe-T No. ASCL /E BUS/2026/01
The Chief Executive Officer, on behalf of Agartala Smart City Limited, 
Agartala, West Tripura invites double bid e-tender in “Supply 
of ten nos fully built AC Electric buses with charging facility and 
maintenance for three years in Agartala City of Tripura”.
Tender ID : 2026_CEO_74888_1
Date of Publishing : 21.07.2026
Deadline for online bidding : 11.08.2026
For more details visit : https://tripuratenders.gov.in/
 Sd/-
 MD & Chief Executive Officer
ICA/C/1318/26 Agartala Smart City Ltd


