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Research scholar raises allegations  
of caste discrimination, harassment

Pregnant 
woman with 
ruptured 
uterus saved

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Malappuram

A RESEARCH scholar at Thun-
chath Ezhuthachan Malayalam 
University has levelled serious alle-
gations of  caste discrimination and 
academic harassment against the 
institution, claiming that no action 
was taken despite several com-
plaints submitted to the Vice Chan-
cellor, registrar and research direc-
tor in August last year.

The scholar, a native of  Ernaku-
lam pursuing a PhD in the Depart-
ment of  Environmental Studies, 
alleged that she was subjected to 
caste-based abuse by the former de-
partment head, Dr Arun Babu, at 
the time of  her admission in 2024.

According to the student, she was 
publicly humiliated with casteist
remarks and forced to perform non-
academic duties such as sweeping, 
dusting and arranging materials in 
the laboratory instead of  receiving 
research guidance. She further 
claimed that her doctoral commit-
tee was not convened for two years 
on the grounds that she had not sub-
mitted a research synopsis. 

“I was made to do non-research 
work in the lab, but received no sup-

port for my research. I was also told 
that I received fellowship because of  
my caste and not based on my merit. 
I was denied a chair to sit on and had 
to stand outside in the rain on many 
occasions. I was told that if  I wanted 
to complete my PhD here, I should 
simply obey. Over the past two years, 

I submitted several complaints, but 
no action was taken,” the student 
said in her social media post. 

The scholar also accused another 
faculty member, Jaini Varghese, 
and her room mate at the university 
hostel of  behaving in a bad manner. 
The student said the harassment
she faced at the institution had se-
verely affected her mental health, 
leading to depression and two sui-
cide attempts.  Responding to the al-
legations, Malayalam University 
registrar Dr K M Bharathan said 
the university’s SC/ST Cell had in-
vestigated the complaint of  caste 
discrimination and submitted a re-
port concluding that there was no 
evidence to substantiate the allega-
tions.  He further stated that the uni-
versity does not have faculty mem-
bers with the required specialisation 
to supervise the student’s research. 
As an alternative, the student was 
advised to appoint a co-guide and 
make use of  a well-equipped labora-
tory elsewhere.  He added that the 
university had taken all possible 
measures within its regulations and 
that a separate inquiry report would 
be submitted after conducting a 
hearing into the incident related to 
the university hostel. 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Malappuram

A 25-YEAR-old tribal woman 
from Malappuram whose uter-
us ruptured and whose unborn 
baby was trapped between her 
internal organs due to a delay 
in reaching the hospital, was 
saved following an emergency 
surgery at Nilambur District 
Hospital. 

Gynaecologist Dr Lakshmi 
Rajmohan performed the sur-
gery on the woman from Cheer-
akuzhi Unnati in Pallikkuthu, 
Chungathara on July 20. The 
baby, delivered safely, is cur-
rently on ventilator support  
in the neonatal intensive care 

unit of  Kozhikode 
MCH.

As per the 
doctors, the 
woman, who 
had undergone 
two caesarean 

sections earlier, 
went into labour 

the previous day but could not 
be taken to a hospital due to 
unavailability of  a vehicle. At 
10.40am on July 20, she was 
brought to Nilambur District 
Hospital in an autorickshaw. 
She had no antenatal records 
and did not know her blood 
group.

Initially, doctors planned 
shifting the woman to Manjeri 
MCH given her condition. How-
ever, a detailed examination by 
the gynaecology team assessed 
that she was unlikely to survive 
the journey and required im-
mediate surgery. Superintend-
ent-in-charge Dr N N Pamili 
was informed and permission 
was obtained. The emergency 
surgery began within 30 min-
utes. The doctors found that the 
ruptured uterus had displaced 
the baby into the mother’s ab-
dominal cavity, where it was 
lodged between the intestines 
and liver. After safely delivering 
the baby and providing emer-
gency resuscitation, the new-
born was shifted in an ICU am-
bulance to Kozhikode MCH. 

The surgery was led by Dr 
Lakshmi Rajmohan, with sup-
port from anaesthesiologists Dr 
Srikanth and Dr Fazil, paedia-
trician Dr Mujeeb and obstetri-
cian Dr Aneesa. The operation 
theatre was prepared by nurses 
Sudha, Sindhu, Bini, Bindu and 
Rajani.

Cyber cops trace Delhi SIM 
in F3cr cabinet berth scam
Issue pertains to fake calls made in name of Priyanka Gandhi’s office

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kozhikode 

A SPECIAL team from the 
Kozhikode City Cyber Crime Po-
lice has reached New Delhi and 
questioned the owner of  a Delhi-
registered SIM card linked to the 
fake WhatsApp calls made in the 
name of  Wayanad MP Priyanka 
Gandhi’s office. The calls target-
ed Elathur MLA Vidya 
Balakrishnan and several 
Congress MPs, offering 
them cabinet positions in 
Kerala in exchange for Rs 
3 crore. The investigation 
is being carried out under 
the supervision of  City Po-
lice Commissioner A P 
Shoukkathali. 

A four-member police team 
has been camping in New Delhi 
for the past four days to trace the 
culprit. The team tracked the 
SIM card used in the fraudulent 
call and questioned its registered 
owner, a Delhi resident, for near-
ly two hours. During question-
ing, the person claimed they had 

not made the calls and said the 
phone linked to the SIM had been 
lost.  

Unconvinced by the explana-
tion, investigators are analysing 
mobile tower dump data and 
technical records to verify the 
claims. Cyber police are also 
probing whether the fraudsters 
created a fake SIM using forged 
identity documents. 

Assistant Commissioner 
o f  C y b e r  C r i m e , 

Kozhikode, Pradeep Ku-
mar S M, said the team 
was continuing its ef-
forts to identify those 

behind the scam. “The 
team is camping in Delhi 

and trying to trace the real 
culprit. Only after identifying 
them can we determine whether 
a larger gang is involved,” he 
said. 

The scam surfaced after Vidya 
Balakrishnan received a What-
sApp call on July 6 from a man 
identifying himself  as “Rajku-
mar” from Priyanka Gandhi’s 
office. Claiming that a cabinet re-

shuffle was imminent in Kerala, 
the caller offered to secure her a 
ministerial berth for Rs 3 crore.

Growing suspicious, Vidya 
continued the conversation to 
gather details before informing 
her party leadership. She later 
filed a complaint with the 
Kozhikode City Cyber Crime Po-
lice on July 11, leading to the reg-
istration of  an FIR.

The investigation later found 
that similar calls had been made 
to MPs Dean Kuriakose, Shafi 
Parambil and M K Raghavan. 
Following the incidents, the All 
India Congress Committee 
(AICC) and Priyanka Gandhi’s 
office conducted an internal in-
quiry and confirmed that the 
calls were fraudulent.

Priyanka Gandhi’s private sec-
retary, D S Rajkumar, whose 
identity was impersonated, 
lodged complaints with the Delhi 
Police and the Kerala DGP. Cases 
have been registered in both ju-
risdictions, and the two police 
forces are jointly investigating 
the fraud.

Kozhikode city police employees coop 
society election row leads to HC action
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Kozhikode 

A BITTER legal and political 
dispute surrounding the 
Kozhikode City Police Employ-
ees Cooperative Society has es-
calated following allega-
tions of  procedural 
violations, financial 
fraud, and contempt 
of  court. 

The governing body 
has initiated legal pro-
ceedings in the Kerala 
High Court against the coop-
erative department, citing se-
vere irregularities in the publi-
cation of  the final voters’ list 
for the upcoming society elec-

tions. According to governing 
body representatives, the final list 
was not published by the mandat-
ed 11am deadline on Tuesday out-
side the office.

The controversy follows a major 
decision by Justice P Gopinath of  

the Kerala HC, who stayed the 
state government’s previ-

ous order suspending the 
society’s elected govern-
ing body. The court clari-
fied that the Co-operative 

Societies Act provides no 
legal authority for the gov-

ernment to suspend an elected 
board, and directed that the elec-
tion process proceed unhindered, 
while ordering board members to 
cooperate with an ongoing depart-

mental inquiry. 
Opponents and governing body

members contend that the depart-
ment’s failure to adhere to the elec-
tion schedule, which slate nomina-
tion filings to begin on July 28,
constitutes deliberate election sab-
otage and active contempt of  judi-
cial directives. These electoral dis-
putes unfold against the backdrop 
of  a major criminal investigation 
initiated by the Kasaba police into 
an unprecedented `33-lakh loan 
scam. Following direct interven-
tion from the city police commis-
sioner, an FIR was registered 
against 13 people, including all 11 
directors on the society’s board, 
loan applicant P Bipin and a coop-
erative department inspector.

MONSOON LULL
Dark clouds gather over Kozhikode beach without bringing rain. Even as the last week of July begins, rainfall  across Kerala 

remains significantly below normal compared with the corresponding period in previous years |  VINCENT PULICKAL

Wayanad to host AvocadoFest 2026, investors 
meet to boost exotic fruit sector
Sultan Bathery: Sultan Bathery will host AvocadoFest 2026 & Investors 
Meet Wayanad on July 31 and August 1, bringing together scientists, 
investors, entrepreneurs and farmers to explore the growing 
opportunities in India’s rapidly expanding exotic fruit sector. Organised 
by the Wayanad Hills Farmer Producer Company Limited (WHFPC), the 
event aims to position Wayanad as a leading hub for avocado and other 
exotic fruits, while promoting investment in cultivation, processing, 
value addition and exports. The programme will feature national 
seminars, technical training sessions, an investors’ meet, an agricultural 
exhibition, displays of value-added products and interactive sessions 
between farmers and scientists. The event is being organised in 
collaboration with the State Department of Agriculture, Kisan Service 
Society, Sultan Bathery Municipality, KERA, CABCO, IIHR Bengaluru, 
CFTRI Mysuru and NIIST Thiruvananthapuram. Organisers believe the 
initiative will strengthen Wayanad’s position in the exotic fruit industry 
while creating new opportunities for farmers, startups and investors.

Body of 19-year-old UP native 
recovered from Vilangad river 
Kozhikode:  The body of a 19-year-old 
Uttar Pradesh native, who went missing 
after being swept away by strong 
currents while bathing in the Vilangad 
River, was recovered on Wednesday. 
Rescue workers found the deceased 
trapped in a tree near a gas godown in 
Vilangad following an intensive four-day 
search operation. Fire and Rescue 
personnel, residents, and volunteers had 
been searching along the stretch from 
Vilangad to Mudikkal Bridge since 
Sunday. The recovery effort was 
intensified on Wednesday morning after 
mobilising additional forces and 
volunteer teams for search operation.

EXPRESS READ

Memo issued
The university registrar has issued 
a memo to the research scholar, 

accusing her of tarnishing the 
institution’s reputation by  

spreading false information 
through the media. According to 

the memo, the university had 
already conducted an inquiry into 

the complaint and initiated 
appropriate action. However, 

despite this, the complainant told 
the media that no inquiry had 

been conducted, thereby creating 
a false impression and bringing 
disrepute to the university.  The 

registrar has sought an 
explanation from the student 

within seven days as to why 
disciplinary action should not be 

initiated against her for defaming 
the university.

120 additional Plus-I batches sanctioned 
T'Puram: The government has issued orders sanctioning 120 additional Plus-I batches to address the shortage of 
higher secondary seats in the Malabar region. The temporary additional batches have been allotted as follows: Pal-
akkad: 30, Malappuram: 60, Kozhikode: 20, and Kasaragod: 10. Each batch will admit 60 students, enabling an addi-
tional 7,200 students to secure admission in these four districts, the Education Minister's Office said.


