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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
Bhubaneswar, 18 July :   
 

To further leverage 
t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f 
smart metering, all 
G o v e r n m e n t 

electricity connections will  
be converted from post-paid 
to pre-paid smart meters 
with effect from August, 
stated officials after a Board 
Meeting of the Discoms 
chaired by Chief Secretary 
Anu Garg . 

Government consumers 
adopting pre-paid smart 
metering will be eligible for 
a 4 per cent  rebate on their 

monthly electricity bills. 
The Board reviewed the 

progress under PM Surya 
Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana and 
noted that all the four discoms 
–  T P C O D L ,  T P N O D L , 
TPSODL and TPWODL had 
together achieved a total of 
1 , 5 6,6 0 6  ro o f t o p  s o l a r 
installations including 92,280 
i n s t a l l a t i o n s  u n d e r 

PMSG-MBY and 64,326 under 
the ULA scheme. Odisha is 
among the top ten performers 
in the country under the 
programme. 

The review focused on 
renewable energy initiatives,  
operational efficiency, network 
strengthening and smart 
metering.   

Among others, Additional 
chief secretary Vishal Kumar 
Dev, CMD, GRIDCO, and the 
Board Members/  Managing 
Directors/CEOs/ CFOs of all 
four DISCOMs attended the 
meeting.   

The Chief Secretary also 
directed the DISCOMs to 

expedite implementation of 
the  PM-KUSUM 2.0 scheme 
t o  f u r t h e r  s t re n g t h e n 
renewable energy adoption 
across the State.  

The Board appreciated 
the sustained reduction in 
Aggregate Technical and 
Commercial  (AT&C) and 
financial performance.   

T h e  D I S C OM s   we re 
appreciated for ensuring 
uninterr upted,  safe and 
reliable electricity supply 
during Rath  Yatra 2026.   

C ap i t a l  e x p e n d i t u re 
under taken by the four 
DISCOMs over the last  five 
years was reviewed.

Pre-paid smart meters for all govt 
electricity connections from August

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
Bhubaneswar 18 July : :  
 
Former Odisha Information 
Technology (IT) secretary 
Manoj Mishra appeared 
before police here on Saturday 
i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e 
investigation into a case of 
missing files from the CMO 
in 2024. 

The two files relating to 
the commission report on 
assassination of VHP leader 
Laxmananda Saraswati and 
an RDC probe report on a 
fire at a private hospital were 
reportedly missing and the 

state Home Department had 
lodged an FIR. 

The police had summoned 
Mishra and retired IAS officer 
Rajesh Verma on 22 July. 
Mishra sought preponement 
of the date and appeared 
today. 

Replying to questions , 
Mishra told media persons 
that as part of the investigation 
police are questioning officials 
wh o  we re  i n  c h a r g e  o r 
associated with the CMO 
during the relevant period. 
I am cooperating with the 
ongoing investigation, he 
added.

Case of missing files: Ex-IT 
secretary Manoj Mishra 
appears before police

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
Baleshwar , 18 July :   
 Two people died allegedly 
after coming in contact with a 
live electric fence in a farm 
field near Mahishapanda village 
under Simulia police limits in 
the district.  

 According to locals, the 
fence had been set up by Babul 
Das to protect his paddy 
seedlings from stray cattle and 
cows. On Monday evening, he 
connected the wire to a live 
power source. Today, unaware 
that the current was still on, 
Babul Das entered the field 
and came in contact with the 
wire. He suffered an electric 
shock and collapsed.  An elderly 
woman from a nearby house, 
Parbati Munda, rushed to help 
him. She too was electrocuted 
upon touching him . Both died 
on the spot. 

Locals cut off the power 
supply and informed the fire 
station and ambulance services. 
Fire department personnel 
retrieved the bodies from the 
field and sent them to the 
Simulia Community Health 
Centre in an ambulance. Police 
have registered a case and are 
investigating the incident.

Two electrocuted in 
farm land

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
Kendrapara, 18 July:  
 
Five persons, including a 
woman, were injured when 
a wild boar attacked them 
in Satiabati village under 
the Mahakalapada forest 
range near Bhitarkanika 
National Park in Kendrapara 
district on Friday  evening. 

The victims were returning 
from their paddy fields after 
completing farming work 
when the animal suddenly 
charged at them, inflicting 
deep puncture wounds before 
trampling the victims with 

its hooves, villagers said. 
The injured were identified 

as Panchei Das (43), Dhanu 
Samal (28), Bipain Swain 
(32), Pratap Behera (60), 
and Damodar Rout (25). 
They were admitted to the 
Community Health Centre 
(CHC) at Mahakalapada, 
where they are undergoing 
treatment. 

Mahakalapada Forest Range 
Officer Santanu Kumar Dalei 
said the forest department 
would conduct an inquiry 
into the incident before 
extending compensation to 
the victims.

Five injured in wild boar attack


