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Demolition of 23 illegal structures 
gets underway at Temwada-Morjim
THE GOAN I NETWORK

PERNEM
Authorities on Monday began 
the process of demolishing 23 
structures erected in violation 
of CRZ (Coastal Regulation 
Zone) norms at the Temwada 
area near Morjim beach.

The action is being carried 
out in compliance with a High 
Court order, directing the re-
moval of 23 structures in Tem-
wada.

Accordingly, the demolition 
drive was launched in the pres-
ence of officials from the reve-
nue department, Goa Coastal 
Zone Management Authority 
(GCZMA), Pernem Mamlatdar’s 
office, the PWD, the electricity 
department and other agen-
cies. A police team was sta-
tioned to maintain law and 
order during the demolition 
drive.

The matter originated from a 
complaint filed by landowner 
Anil Prabhakar Naik. He had 
lodged a complaint with the 
GCZMA, stating that 23 struc-
tures were constructed in vio-
lation of CRZ regulations and 
without obtaining the manda-
tory 'No Objection Certificate' 
(NOC) from the landowner.

According to Dilip Morje, 
CRZ permission had been ob-
tained for the repair and re-
construction of his original 
90-square-metre house.

However, the landowner 
Anil Naik alleged that the res-
idential house had been con-
verted into a commercial hotel 
in violation of the permit con-
ditions.

Naik had lodged a com-
plaint against ten individu-
als—Dilip Morje, Krishna Ped-
nekar, Chandrakant Halankar, 
Sadguru Halankar, Mohan 
Halankar, Tukaram Gaonkar, 
Kalidas Gaonkar, Trivikram 
Morje, Sadguru Pednekar, and 
Shridhar Morje—alleging that 
they had carried out construc-
tion work in violation of CRZ 
regulations.

Anil Naik had approached 
the Bombay High Court at 

Goa, alleging that the author-
ities had failed to act against 
the unauthorised structures. 
He sought directions from the 
court to the authorities con-
cerned to initiate the necessary 
action.

After hearings at various lev-
els regarding this complaint, 
the High Court ordered the 
demolition of the 23 structures 
erected by the ten individuals 
in question. Accordingly, gov-
ernment authorities have com-

menced the actual demolition 
process.

Meanwhile, while react-
ing to the action, Dilip Morje 
stated, “Our ancestral home 
spanned an area of approxi-
mately 90 square metres. We 
had obtained all necessary 
government permissions and a 
No Objection Certificate (NOC) 
from the GCZMA for its repair 
and reconstruction. Yet, our 
house is being demolished. We 
demand justice and protection 

for our original 90-square-me-
tre home," he told local jour-
nalists.

Dileep Morje (55) and his 
son Dhruva (30) were arrest-
ed on charges of assaulting 
an advocate and damaging 
his vehicle and threatening 
him and his client at Morjim 
on Friday, in connection with 
the court-ordered demolition 
of their structure. An FIR was 
also registered against 10 
persons.

ACTION NEAR MORJIM BEACH IN COMPLIANCE WITH HIGH COURT ORDER

17 years, no promotion; Goa 
IRB-2 PSIs allege cadre bias
THE GOAN I NETWORK

PANAJI
Seventeen years after joining 
the Goa Police, Police Sub-In-
spectors (PSIs) directly re-
cruited into the second battal-
ion of the Goa India Reserve 
Battalion (IRB-2) in 2010 are 
yet to receive their first promo-
tion, despite the creation of a 
unified cadre more than a de-
cade ago.

The officers, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, al-
leged that despite being di-
rectly recruited as PSIs, they 
continue to remain in the 
same rank, while personnel 
recruited in lower ranks have 
earned successive promotions 
through the departmental hier-
archy and have either reached 
or are on par with them. Some 
non-promoted PSIs are now 
approaching retirement.

“The disparity in promo-
tional opportunities is arbi-
trary, discriminatory and con-
trary to the principle of cadre 
parity,” said one PSI.

At the centre of the dispute 
is the restructuring of the IRB 
and Goa Police cadres over 
the past decade. In 2013, the 
government created a com-
mon cadre by preparing a 
combined seniority list for 
all three IRB battalions. Fol-
lowing the exercise, 14 PSIs 
from IRB-1 were promoted as 
Inspectors in 2016, while the 
remaining officers from that 
battalion received promotions 
in 2017.

However, officers from the 
2010 batch of IRB-2 contend 
that they did not receive sim-
ilar consideration and contin-
ue to remain PSIs.

The officers further point-
ed to the government's deci-
sion of April 26, 2022, to merge 
33 gazetted posts in the IRB 
-- three Commandants, nine 
Deputy Commandants and 
21 Deputy Superintendents of 
Police (DySPs) -- with the Goa 
Police.

"Seniority for higher posts 
was determined after the 
merger without adequately 
considering directly recruit-
ed officers from the IRB-2 
and IRB-3 batches. Had eli-
gible IRB officers been pro-
moted before the merger, 
many from the 2010 batch 
would by now have reached 
the rank of PIs or higher," the 
source said.

The 2010 officers further al-
leged that while the merger of 
gazetted posts benefited offi-
cers in the Goa Police, direct-
ly recruited IRB officers were 
left behind, despite possess-
ing comparable qualifications 
and years of service.

In 2022, a group of affected 

officers approached the High 
Court of Bombay at Goa, chal-
lenging the denial of promo-
tional opportunities.  

The IRB comprises three 
battalions -- IRB-1, raised in 
2006, IRB-2 in 2010 and IRB-3 
in 2013.

The State had approved 
the raising of IRB-2 in 2009, 
following which the depart-
ment initiated recruitment of 
around 700 police constables 
and 40 Police Sub-Inspec-
tors. Sources said personnel 
across battalions have un-
dergone training at Border 
Security Force (BSF) and 
Central Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF) academies in Madhya 
Pradesh, Karnataka and Ma-
harashtra besides the police 
academy in Assam.

The grievance has resur-
faced days after the Office 
of the IRB Commandant is-
sued orders promoting 16 
Armed Police Constables as 
Head Constables on a regu-
lar basis.

Cite promotions for personnel in lower ranks

Locals express outrage, accuse  
authorities of ‘double standards’
PERNEM:  The commencement of demolition of 23 structures in 
violation of CRZ norms at the Temwada area near Morjim beach 
has sparked outrage and alarm among locals in the area.
Accusing the administration of applying double standards, 
many locals claimed that while homes and commercial struc-
tures of the local fishing community—who have lived in the area 
for generations—are being demolished, no action has yet been 
taken against numerous structures built by non-Goans in the 
coastal zone.
They alleged that several hotels, resorts, restaurants and guest 
houses constructed by non-Goans in the coastal belt appear to 
have escaped similar action.
According to locals, many fishermen in the Temwada area had 
repaired their ancestral homes and carried out necessary exten-
sions to accommodate growing families. However, the landown-
er Anil Naik objected to these additions and filed complaints 
with the GCZMA. The matter subsequently went to court, and 
the high court ordered action against the structures in question.
Locals have demanded that the administration adopt a uniform 
and fair approach towards all constructions. They claimed that 
action against the homes of coastal residents should not be 
selective and that the same standards must be applied to all 
structures.

A bulldozer begins demolishing structures in Temwada-
Morjim. � Nivrutti Shirodkar

Officials and a police team outside the house of Dilip Morje at 
Temwada-Morjim.

High Court stays ECI’s order 
de-registering Goa Vikas Party
THE GOAN I NETWORK

PANAJI
The High Court of Bombay at 
Goa has granted an interim stay 
on the Election Commission of 
India's (ECI) order de-register-
ing the Goa Vikas Party (GVP), 
allowing the party to continue 
functioning and contest elec-
tions in the State until the mat-
ter is finally decided.

The interim order, pro-
nounced on Monday, stays the 
operation of the ECI's Septem-
ber 19, 2025 decision, which 
had removed the party from 
the register of recognised po-
litical parties. The relief was 
granted while hearing a peti-
tion filed by the GVP challeng-
ing the Commission's decision.

The ECI had de-registered 
the party on the ground that 
it had not contested elections 
for several years, including 

the 2022 Goa Legislative As-
sembly elections.

After hearing the parties, 
the High Court directed that 
the operation of the Commis-

sion's order shall be stayed till 
the writ petition is disposed 
of.

The ECI's action against 
the GVP formed part of a na-
tionwide exercise to identify 
and delist Registered Unrec-
ognised Political Parties (RUP-
Ps) that had failed to contest 
even a single election contin-
uously for six years.

In the first phase of the ex-
ercise, the Commission delist-
ed 334 RUPPs across the coun-
try, including four from Goa 
-- Goa Nationalist Party, Goa 
Praja Party, Goemcarancho 
Otree Asro and United Goans 
Party.

The GVP was among four 
Goa-based RUPPs delisted in 
the second phase of the exer-
cise. The other parties were 
Goa Su-Raj Party, Sattari Yuva 
Morcha and United Goans 
Democratic Party.

Paves way for party to function and contest elections

Thousands bid tearful farewell to Taleigao MLA
THE GOAN I NETWORK

PANAJI
An outpouring of grief marked 
the final journey of Taleigao 
MLA Jennifer Monserrate 
on Monday as thousands of 
mourners gathered to bid her a 
tearful farewell. The three-time 
legislator was cremated with 
full State honours at the St Inez 
crematorium in accordance 
with her final wish to be laid to 
rest following Hindu rites.

From the morning, a steady 
stream of people thronged her 
residence in Taleigao to pay 
their last respects. Residents, 
supporters, party workers and 
well-wishers queued for hours 
for a final glimpse of the lead-
er.

An emotional scene unfold-
ed as family members, includ-
ing her husband and Revenue 
Minister Babush Monserrate, 
sons Rohit and Amit, and oth-
er relatives received mourn-
ers. Draped in the Tricolour, 
her mortal remains were tak-
en in a flower-decked hearse 

from St Michael's Church, Ta-
leigao, to the St Inez Cremato-
rium. Babush was overcome 
with emotion as he paid his 
final respects to his wife.

Leaders cutting across par-
ty lines paid homage to the 
late MLA, underlining the re-
spect she commanded across 
the political spectrum. Goa 

Governor Pusapati Ashok 
Gajapathi Raju, Governor of 
Tamil Nadu and Kerala Ra-
jendra Arlekar, Chief Minister 
Pramod Sawant, ministers, 

MPs, MLAs, former legisla-
tors, CCP councillors, Taleigao 
panchayat members, senior 
government officials, busi-
nesspersons and representa-
tives of various organisations 
visited the family and offered 
floral tributes.

Her mortal remains were 
first kept at her residence and 
later taken to St Michael's 
Church, where members of 
the public paid their respects 
before a prayer service. Chief 
Minister Pramod Sawant, BJP 
Goa president Damodar Naik 
and others helped carry the 
bier before handing it over to 
Babush Monserrate and their 
son for the final journey.

At the crematorium, the 
State accorded full honours to 
the departed legislator, with 
police personnel presenting a 
ceremonial guard of honour be-
fore the last rites. 

Babush, along with sons and 
family members, lit the funeral 
pyre in accordance with Hindu 
traditions, bidding a final fare-
well to his wife. 

(From top) Mortal remains of Jennifer Monserrate draped in Indian Tricolour at her residence. 
Chief Minister Pramod Sawant helps the family carry her coffin. (From left) Ceremonial guard 
of honour presented at the St Inez crematorium. Babush and family members light the funeral 
pyre at the crematorium. � Narayan Pissurlenkar

ROOT OF THE PROBLEM
�� 2010 IRB-2 PSIs await 

first promotion after 17 
years

��Officers allege discrimi-
natory promotion policy

�� Lower-rank recruits re-
ceived multiple promotions

�� Some PSIs nearing 
retirement without pro-
motion

�� Unified IRB cadre creat-
ed in 2013

�� IRB-1 PSIs promoted as 
Inspectors in 2016–17

�� IRB-2 2010 batch says it 
was overlooked

�� 33 IRB gazetted posts 
merged with Goa Police in 
2022

��Officers claim merger 
disadvantaged IRB-2 and 
IRB-3

�� Affected PSIs moved 
Bombay High Court (Goa) 
in 2022

�� Grievance revived after 
16 constables promoted to 
Head Constables

DELISTING DRIVE
��HC stays ECI order de-reg-

istering Goa Vikas Party
�� Stay to remain until final 

court decision
�� ECI de-registered GVP on 

Sept. 19, 2025
�� Party was delisted for 

not contesting elections
�� GVP skipped the 2022 

Goa Assembly polls
�� ECI’s drive targeted inac-

tive RUPPs nationwide
�� GVP among four Goa 

parties delisted in Phase 2


