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AHMEDABAD: The 2008 
Ahmedabad serial bomb 
blasts was “an attack 
on the sovereignty of 
India” and its ultimate 
objective was to topple 
a democratically elected 
government, the Gujarat 
High Court has said in 
its judgement. A division 
bench of Justices A Y 
Kogje and Samir Dave on 
July 7 upheld the death 
sentence of 38 Indian 
Mujahideen (IM) oper-
atives and life sentence 
of 11 others in the case. 
The full 2,223-page judg-
ment became available 
on Monday. The case 
belonged to the “rarest 
of the rare” category, 
and not handing down 
appropriate sentences or 
looking for small excuses 
to avoid sentencing will 
amount to miscarriage 
of justice, the HC said. 
“There is no doubt in the 
mind of the court that 
such a consorted attack 
is an attack on the sov-
ereignty of India with 
the ultimate objective, 
as is even reflected from 
evidence of witnesses, to 
topple the democratically 
elected government,” 
it said. The high court 

noted that 56 persons 
died in the blasts and 
240 others were injured. 
Citing the case of Ajmal 
Kasab, the Pakistani ter-
rorist arrested during 
the 2008 Mumbai terror 
attack whose death sen-
tence was upheld by the 

Supreme Court on the 
ground that it was a “very 
rarest of the rare case,” 
the court said the pres-
ent case fell in the same 
category. The number of 
deaths, the “humongous 
nature of conspiracy”, 
the intention “to create 

an atmosphere of wide-
spread terror in the soci-
ety”, the conduct of the 
convicts during trial, the 
scale of the conspiracy, 
and the loss of innocent 
lives in the “inhuman and 
dastardly act” justified 
the capital punishment, 
the HC said.  “The man-
ner in which the bomb 
blasts were executed 
speaks volumes about the 
mindset and the remorse-
less act of taking away the 
lives of innocent people,” 
the high court observed. 
It also noted that some of 
the convicts had criminal 
antecedents and none 
showed remorse. 

‘A’bad blasts hit sovereignty’

‘Ignorance no shield; death penalty warranted’
The court also men-

tioned doctor couple 
Prerak Shah and his wife 
Kinjal Shah who were 
killed while on duty 
when a bomb went off 
at the civil hospital, and 
noted that “the accused 
cannot escape by main-
taining that they were 
not aware or planned for 
such catastrophic effect 
which would warrant 
nothing less than a capi-
tal punishment.” Almost 
all the accused sen-
tenced to death or life 

imprisonment had seri-
ous criminal anteced-
ents, the court noted. As 
to the 11 convicts whose 
life sentence was upheld, 
the HC observed that the 
prosecution established 
the role played by some 
of them in participating 
in terror training camps 

in Gujarat and Kerala, 
and the involvement of 
others in purchasing a 
scooter, plastic contain-
ers, clock and making 
arrangements to shelter 
other accused. 

Of the 78 persons who 
went on trial, 49 were 
convicted in February 
2022. The trial was con-
ducted after merging 20 
FIRs lodged in Ahmed-
abad for 21 blasts and 
15 FIRs lodged in Surat 
where planted bombs 
failed to go off.

HIGHLIGHT

z Most convicts had 
criminal pasts.

z 78 tried, 49 convicted.

MUMBAI

Strong demand

‘Respect all; resolve grievances fast’

Amazon India’s biggest 
Prime Day ever concluded 
with enthusiastic partici-
pation from Prime mem-
bers across Chhattisgarh . 
The 10th edition of Prime 
Day saw more Prime 
members participate from 
across India than any pre-
vious Prime Day event. 
Over 70% of new sign-ups 
came from Tier 2 and 3 
cities and towns. Dur-
ing this three-day event, 
Bilaspur, Raipur  Cus-
tomers from across the 
country and other cities 
shopped across categories 
including smartphones, 
consumer electronics, 
fashion & beauty, home & 
kitchen, everyday essen-
tials, grocery, large appli-
ances and furniture. 

NEWSLINE
‘No notable impact 
on fuel efficiency’
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E20 shows no harm, 
no efficiency loss.  

KANPUR: Amid concerns 
over the nationwide roll-
out of 20 per cent etha-
nol-blended petrol (E20), 
researchers at IIT Kanpur 
on Tuesday claimed that 
their studies found no 
significant drop in fuel 
efficiency and “no evi-
dence” that E20 harms 
engines in either existing 
or older vehicles. The 
reported findings follow 
Oil Ministry’s clarification 
last week stating that E20 
can reduce mileage by up 
to 5 per cent in some vehi-
cles, but the impact is out-

weighed by several ben-
efits, including a lower 
lifecycle carbon emis-
sions. Dhruv Raj Karana, 
Project Scientist of the 
Engine Research Labora-
tory in Indian Institute of 
Technology (IIT) Kanpur’s 
Department of Mechani-
cal Engineering, claimed 
that the fuel efficiency 
decrease is less than 5 per 
cent with the E20 fuel, 
according to the research 
conducted at the institute. 
He told PTI that the up to 
5 per cent decrease could 
be due to factors other 
than fuel and that a simi-
lar result can be obtained 
“even if back to back tests 
are repeated with pure 
petrol”.

Transparent, 
timely grievance 
redressal for all.

Samrat Choudhary 
Bihar CM

PATNA: Bihar Chief Min-
ister Samrat Choudhary 
on Tuesday directed offi-
cials to treat citizens with 
respect and ensure the 
prompt, fair and time-
bound resolution of their 
grievances, asserting that 
public service remains the 
government’s highest pri-
ority. Launching the state-
level Sahyog programme 
here, Choudhary said the 
initiative would provide a 
fresh review mechanism 
for applicants dissatisfied 
with the disposal of their 
grievances at lower levels.
He said the government’s 

objective is to ensure 
transparent, impartial and 
time-bound redressal of 
every citizen’s grievance. 
“All government officials 
in the state have been 
directed to treat citizens 
with respect and ensure 
the prompt resolution of 
their problems,” a state-
ment issued by the Chief 

Minister’s Office (CMO) 
quoted him as saying. 
Choudhary said Sahyog 
camps, organised at the 
panchayat level on the 
first and third Tuesday 

of every month, have 
already helped resolve 
grievances of a large num-
ber of people.

The state-level pro-
gramme, to be held on 
the 14th of every month 
at the Cabinet Secretariat 
in Patna, will hear cases 
of applicants who remain 
dissatisfied despite 
approaching lower-level 
grievance redressal mech-
anisms, he said.
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Effective 
weight mgmt
MUMBAI:  Between diet 
culture and a wave 
of conflicting health 
advice, weight man-
agement seems like 
an endless cycle of 
starting over. Though 
restrictive diets and 
intense workouts can 
give quick results, 
it can be difficult to 
remain consistent with 
them in the long run. 
In reality, effective 
weight management 
is rarely about depri-
vation. Instead, it is 
about building sustain-
able habits and mak-
ing smart choices that 
can easily be incorpo-
rated into today’s busy, 
demanding lifestyles.  
California Almonds are 
one such choice.
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Ultimate objective was to topple democratically elected govt.


