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PM calls for productive Monsoon sessio

New Delhi (UNI)

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Monday called upon all political par-
ties and Members of Parliament to
ensure a productive and construc-
tive Monsoon Session, saying mean-
ingful debates and cooperation in-
side Parliament would directly con-
tribute to the nation's progress and
the welfare of its citizens.

Addressing the media at Hans
Dwar inside the Parliament House
complex shortly before the com-
mencement of the Monsoon Ses-
sion, the Prime Minister drew a par-
allel between the rainy season and
the functioning of Parliament,
stressing that both yield the best re-
sults when they are active and pro-
ductive.

"Be it the monsoon or the mon-
soon session-if both are proactive,
they prove to be highly productive,”
Modi said, adding that a well-func-
tioning Parliament serves the inter-
ests of every citizen and strengthens
India's democratic institutions.

MUST

Heavy rain warning
continues across Kerala

Thiruvananthapuram: The In-
dia Meteorological Department
(IMD) has issued an Orange
Alert for Kannur and Kasaragod
districts on Monday, forecasting
isolated very heavy rainfall ac-
companied by thunderstorms as
widespread rain is expected to
continue across Kerala. Accord-
ing to the updated five-day
weather forecast, the two dis-
tricts could receive 115.6 mm to
204.4 mm of rainfall within 24
hours. A Yellow Alert has also
been sounded for Ernakulam,
Thrissur, Palakkad, Malappu-
ram, Kozhikode and Wayanad on
July 20, while Kannur and
Kasaragod will remain under a
Yellow Alert on July 21.

Businessman Moril
Srinivas joins BRS

Hyderabad: Prominent busi-
nessman Moril Srinivas from the
Banswada constituency joined
the Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) on Monday in the pres-
ence of BRS Working President K
T Rama Rao (KTR) at Telangana
Bhavan. Former  Minister
Prashanth Reddy, former MLAs
Bajireddy Goverdhan, Hanu-
manth Shinde and Jeevan Reddy,
along with party leaders and
workers, attended the pro-
gramme.

Urges constructive debate as Parliament convenes

Appealing to all political parties
to rise above differences, the Prime
Minister urged members to partici-
pate in discussions in a spirit of dia-
logue rather than disruption. He said
Parliament should remain the fore-
most platform for debate, delibera-

tion and decision-making on issues
concerning the nation.
Emphasising that the smooth
functioning of both Houses was a
collective responsibility, Modi ex-
pressed hope that the session would
witness meaningful discussions on

Bengali mandatory in all govt
offices from Sept 1: CM Adhikari

Kolkata (UNI)
The West Bengal govern-
ment on Monday an-
nounced that the use of
Bengali will become
mandatory across all
state government offices
from September 1, in a
move aimed at expand-
ing the use of the state's
official language in administration.
Making the announcement in the
Assembly on the opening day of the
monsoon session, Chief Minister Su-
vendu Adhikari said all official corre-
spondence, government notifica-
tions and administrative work, in-
cluding police station records, would
gradually be conducted in Bengali
after the government completes the
necessary preparatory work over the

next six weeks.

He also announced
that the state govern-
ment would increase the
use of Hindi in its corre-
spondence with the
Centre.

The Chief Minister
said the decision fol-
lowed a recent letter
from union Home Minister Amit
Shah, who had urged the state gov-
ernment to accord greater priority to
Bengali in official functioning and
highlighted the language's rich liter-
ary and cultural heritage. Reading
out the letter in the House, Adhikari
said the state had accepted the sug-
gestion and decided to make Bengali
the principal language of gover-
nance.

important legislation and issues of
national importance. He said con-
structive participation by all parties
would help advance the country's
development agenda and reinforce
public faith in democratic institu-
tions.

The Monsoon Session of Parlia-
ment, the eighth session of the 18th
Lok Sabha, began on Monday and is
scheduled to continue until August
13, spread across 19 sittings. The ses-
sion is expected to witness an exten-
sive legislative agenda alongside in-
tense political exchanges between the
treasury and opposition benches.

Among the key legislations pro-
posed by the government are the
Foreign Contribution (Regulation)
Amendment Bill, 2026, which seeks
to strengthen the regulatory frame-
work governing foreign contribu-
tions and assets, and the Viksit
Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan Bill,
2025, aimed at restructuring the
country's educational regulatory ar-
chitecture under a new commission.

n Atthe crossroads on July 21

From Mamata's political signature to a legacy fight

Kolkata (UNI)
The observance of Mar-
tyr's Day on July 21-long
regarded as the flagship
political event of Mama-
ta Banerjee and the Tri-
namool Congress, show-
casing the party's
biggest annual mobilisa-
tion and organisational
strength-now stands fragmented af-
ter more than three decades.
Although the Congress has always
maintained that Mamata Banerjee
"hijacked" an event originally be-
longing to the Youth Congress move-
ment that killed 13 people in 1993,
she converted it into what has be-
come Trinamool's signature show of
strength and venue from which to
dictate political terms for her party.
The allegation of Congress is not
without reason because the day pre-
dates even the Trinamool Congress.
The incident happened on July
21, 1993, when Mamata Banerjee,

then president of the
Youth Congress,
marched on this route,
demanding that voter ID
cards be made compul-
sory for exercising fran-
chise.

Arrests were made
round the clock, and in
central Kolkata, police
firing led to the killing of 13 Youth
Congress workers.

Hinting that the incident took
place when there was a Congress
movement, a senior Congress leader
said: "It is Mamata Banerjee who
created her own history on this date
after forming the new political party
Trinamool Congress in 1998".

However, this year, for the first
time since the formation of Tri-
namool Congress in 1998, four polit-
ical formations are claiming the
legacy of July 21 and projecting
themselves as the true guardians of
martyrs' memory.

Family demands justice for Himachali killed
in Strait of Hormuz, seeks CM's intervention

Shimla (UNI)

The family of Aditya Sharma, who re-
cently lost his life in the Strait of Hor-
muz, on Monday urged the Hi-
machal Pradesh government to help
secure justice, prompting Chief Min-
ister Thakur Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
to assure that the matter would be
taken up with the Central Govern-
ment.

Chief Minister reiterated the state
government's commitment to ex-
tending all possible support to the
bereaved family.

Rajesh Sharma, father of the de-
ceased, called on the Chief Minister
in Shimla and requested him to in-
tervene, stating that despite the pas-
sage of time, no action had been tak-
en by the Central Government re-
garding his son's death.

He sought accountability rather
than financial relief.

The father of 23-year-old Mer-
chant Navy cadet Aditya Sharma on
appealed for a thorough investiga-

tion into his son's death.

Expressing his condolences to the
bereaved family, Sukhu said the state
government stood firmly with them
in their hour of grief.

He assured Rajesh Sharma that he
would raise the matter with the Cen-
tral Government to ensure that jus-
tice is delivered.

The Chief Minister also prayed for
the peace of the departed soul and
conveyed his sympathies to the fam-
ily.

Sushma Sharma, mother of
Aditya Sharma, was also present dur-
ing the meeting.

The family has sought interven-
tion to ensure appropriate action in
connection with Aditya Sharma's
death in the Strait of Hormuz.

El Nifio threat, erratic monsoons: Delhi LG, CM review preparedness for heavy rainfal

New Delhi (UNI)
Delhi Lieutenant Governor Sardar
Taranjit Singh Sandhu, along with
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta, on
Monday chaired a meeting of the
Delhi Disaster Management Author-
ity (DDMA) to assess preparedness
for heavy rainfall, review the
progress of the Urban Flood Mitiga-
tion Plan, and examine the establish-
ment of the State Disaster Response
Force (SDRF) in the national capital.
The high-level meeting was con-
vened in view of the prevailing and

evolving El Nifio conditions, which
are leading to erratic monsoon pat-
terns characterised by sudden spells
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of heavy rainfall as well as rainfall
deficits.

At the outset, the LG and the Chief
Minister observed that, although
there had been a significant im-
provement in the city's flood situa-
tion compared to 2024 and 2025,
there was still considerable scope for
further improvement.

Emphasising that meteorological
predictions indicated spells of sud-
den heavy rainfall, Sandhu under-
lined that all necessary steps must be
taken to ensure minimal flooding or,

ideally, no flooding at all.

He said that measures such as the
Drainage Master Plan and other re-
lated initiatives must be implement-
ed, cautioning that accountability in
this regard was of utmost impor-
tance and responsibility for any laps-
es would be fixed.

The LG and the CM directed the
deployment of mobile heavy-duty
pumps, collection of real-time pub-
lic feedback, continuous on-ground
monitoring, and coordination with
neighbouring states to strengthen

the national capital's disaster re-
sponse mechanism.

It is noteworthy that the num-
ber of waterlogging-prone sites,
which stood at 194 in 2024, had re-
duced to 169 in 2025 and further
declined remarkably to just 34 in
2026 so far.

It was also highlighted that while
53 such sites had remained common
between 2024 and 2025, the number
of repeated waterlogging locations
between 2025 and 2026 had come
down to just eight.
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