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New Delhi: PM Narendra
Modi’s visits to states are in-
creasingly being preceded
by organised cleanliness dri-
ves under the 'Swachhata Se
Swagat' banner, giving new
vigour to a campaign he has
long championed.

Across BJP-governed sta-
tes, administrations and par-
ty units are converting the
familiar pre-VVIP spruce-up
into a public campaign. Chi-
ef  ministers, ministers, law-
makers, civic workers and
residents are being mobili-
sed to sweep roads, clear
markets and clean ghats and
other public spaces before
Modi arrives — giving the
political welcome a Swachh
Bharat imprint.

The latest rollout is in Ha-
ryana, where chief  minister
Nayab Singh Saini has laun-
ched a statewide drive ahead
of  Modi’s July 17 visit to

Jind. Saini began the exerci-
se in Panchkula by sweeping
a market, collecting waste
and planting a sapling. 

The campaign also dove-
tails with the purpose of  Mo-
di’s visit. He is scheduled to
flag off  India’s first hydro-
gen-powered passenger tra-
in on the Jind-Sonipat route
and launch development
projects, allowing the state to

link the welcome with clean-
liness, citizen participation
and green mobility.

The template gathered vi-
sibility during Prim Mini-
ster Modi’s June visits to
Odisha and West Bengal.
Odisha organised cleanli-
ness activities under the
same slogan before his June
20 programme, drawing pra-

ise from the PM. Kolkata fol-
lowed with a six-day opera-
tion across all 144 municipal
wards and 16 boroughs, in-
volving residents and civic
personnel.

Chief  minister Suvendu
Adhikari and other public
representatives joined clea-
ning exercises at ghats,
parks and public spaces.

The effort has also acqui-
red resonance amid a wider
conversation on civic beha-

viour, BJP functionaries no-
ted. Videos of  an ordinary
passenger train running bet-
ween Madurai and Rames-
waram recently went viral
after a traveller showed its
coach, washrooms, sink area
and floor remaining remar-
kably clean even after a 170
km journey. He credited rail-
way staff  as well as passeng-
ers who refrained from litte-
ring, arguing that public cle-
anliness depended on civic
sense as much as official ma-
intenance.

That episode provides an
instructive counterpoint to
the political campaign.
'Swachhata Se Swagat' can
generate attention, marshal
administrative resources
and place senior leaders be-
hind brooms. Its real suc-
cess, however, will be measu-
red after the cavalcade leaves
— by whether the clean ro-
ads, stations and public spa-
ces remain that way.

Mins, Workers In BJP States Mobilised To Sweep Roads Before PM’s Arrival 

BJP turns Modi visits to
states into clean-up drives
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Across BJP-governed states,
administrations and party units
are converting the familiar
pre-VVIP spruce-up into a public
campaign ahead of PM’s visit

New Delhi: The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved two major ele-
vated road projects in Varanasi —
Ganga Corridor and Varuna Corri-
dor — aimed at easing traffic conges-
tion in the holy city and providing
high speed connectivity from two na-
tional highways and the Ring Road.
The two roads to be built with design
speed of  100 kmph compared to exis-
ting road where vehicles crawl at 20
kmph will cost Rs 25,446 crore.

Announcing the decisions,
I&B minister Ashwini Vaish-
naw said the projects are criti-
cal considering that the holy
city gets more than 15 crore to-
urists and pilgrims every year.
He said these roads will impro-
ve connectivity to major religious,
educational and cultural landmarks,
including Kashi Vishwanath Temple,
Banaras Hindu University (BHU),
Namo Ghat, Ramnagar Fort, Ghats of
Varanasi, and Kashi railway station.

In posts on X, PM Narendra Modi
said, “We are resolute in making dars-
han of  Baba Vishwanath in Varanasi
even more accessible and convenient
with the expansion of  connectivity in
Uttar Pradesh.“ He added that the
construction of  a 6/4-lane elevated

corridor along the banks of  Varuna ri-
ver will not only serve as a model for
other cities of  cultural importance,
but will also make the lives of  people
easier through infrastructure deve-
lopment. He also said that the 6-lane
corridor along the banks of  the Ganga
will "further improve access to the ci-
ty’s major religious, educational, and
cultural sites. At the same time, the re-
duced pressure on the road network
will make commuting even smoother.
This project will accelerate economic
development in Purvanchal.”

Govt said the 46-km Ganga
Corridor will have a 6-lane ele-
vated main carriageway, an
iconic cable-stayed bridge, ex-
tra-dosed footover bridge-
cum-major bridge, loops,
ramps, link roads, and service

roads. It will decongest the NH-19
(Prayagraj–Varanasi) and will also
decongest the traffic from BHU-Ram-
nagar, NH-35 (Varanasi–Mirzapur).
“It will reduce average travel time
across the area from around 60 minu-
tes to about 20 minutes. The 43-km
Varuna Corridor will significantly
decongest the city core and address
chronic traffic congestion, govt said.
Officials said this will reduce travel
time between NH-31 to Kashi railway
station from 40 minutes to 20 minutes.

Cabinet OKs `̀25k cr Ganga,
Varuna corridors for Varanasi
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Lucknow: The three-mem-
ber committee constituted to
identify the next chief  execu-
tive officer (CEO) of  the Shri
Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust is likely to re-
commend a maximum of
three candidates from
among the hundreds of  app-
licants, with the final appo-
intment to be made by the
Trust’s governing board.

The application process
for the coveted post remains
open until 4 pm on Saturday,
after which the committee
will begin scrutinising app-
lications. The Trust received
more than 1,000 applications
within 48 hours of  issuing
the notification for the CE-
O’s selection.

According to a member
of  the selection committee,
the panel’s role is limited to
screening candidates and re-
commending suitable na-

mes. The authority to appo-
int the CEO rests entirely
with the Shri Ram Janmab-
hoomi Teerth Kshetra Trust.

The Trust is currently
functioning with 13 mem-
bers after Krishna Mohan
was inducted as interim ge-
neral secretary following the
resignations of  Champat Rai
and Anil Mishra. 

According to the commit-
tee member, the vacancies
are expected to be filled at the
Trust’s meeting on July 22,
restoring its full strength of

15 members before the CEO
selection reaches its final
stage. Once the screening
process is completed, the
committee is expected to
submit a panel of  no more
than three candidates to the
Trust.

“I don’t think we will re-
commend more than three
names,” the committee
member said, adding that all
Trust members are likely to
participate in the final deli-
berations before selecting
one candidate. The decision,
he said, is expected to be ta-
ken collectively and may be
unanimous. While the first
stage of  the exercise will in-
volve scrutiny of  resumes
and eligibility criteria,
shortlisted candidates may
subsequently be called for
personal interactions with
the committee.

“There could be one-on-
one interactions with some
shortlisted candidates befo-
re we finalise our recommen-

dations. Thereafter, the
Trust may also hold indivi-
dual interactions before se-
lecting the CEO,” the com-
mittee member said.
The committee has been gi-
ven approximately 30 days
from the application deadli-
ne to complete the selection
process. As part of  the evalu-
ation, one of  its members
may visit Ayodhya to assess
first-hand the scale of  work
and responsibilities associa-
ted with the CEO’s role, tho-
ugh no final decision has be-
en taken on such a visit.

The selection is being
carried out independently
by the Trust, which func-
tions under the directions of
the Supreme Court and is not
controlled by the govern-
ment. Unlike several shrine
boards where serving go-
vernment officers often oc-
cupy top executive posts, the
Ram Temple Trust has fram-
ed its own eligibility norms
for the appointment.

Panel to recommend three CEO
candidates to Shri Ram Trust Board
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The application process for the
coveted post remains open until 4
pm on Saturday

The approved seat matrix, which excludes In-
stitutes of  National Importance (INIs) such
as AIIMS and JIPMER, covers 823 medical

colleges across the country, including 441 govt
and 382 private institutions, and will form the ba-
sis for this year’s counselling. NMC said the ma-
trix could be revised if  required following deci-
sions of  the Appeal Committee or any other com-
petent authority.

But NMC also warned medical colleges
against admitting students beyond the sanc-
tioned intake, saying any violation would attract
regulatory and penal action under NMC Act,
2019. Colleges have been asked to verify their ap-
proved seat matrix before counselling begins and
report any discrepancies to MARB.

Of  the 9,911 additional MBBS seats, 2,400 are in
25 newly established medical colleges (seven govt
and 18 private), while the remaining 7,511 have
come from enhanced intake in existing colleges.
Private institutions accounted for nearly 79% of
the additional seats approved this year.

Med colleges told to verify
seat matrix before
counselling begins
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BROOMS BEFORE
BOUQUETS
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RRaajjaasstthhaann  MMeeddiiccaall  SSeerrvviicceess  CCoorrppoorraattiioonn  LLttdd..
DD--BBlloocckk,,  SSwwaasstthhyyaa  BBhhaawwaann,,  CC--SScchheemmee,,  JJaaiippuurr  --  330022000055

PPhh..  NNoo..  00114411--22222233888877,,  FFaaxx  NNoo..  00114411--22222288006655,,  EE--MMaaiill--eeddeeppmmrrmmsscc--rrjj@@nniicc..iinn
Ref. No. : F-8( ) RMSC/EPM/M-4/NIB-933/2025-26/522                                                                   Dated :- 14/07/2026

CORRIGENDUM / ADDENDUM
Bid for item:

Raj.Samwad/C/26/7015
Director (P)

Rajasthan Medical Services Corporation

1. Deep Freezer, Fowler Bed, Stead Bed, Foot Step, Syringe Infusion Pump, 
Glucostrip & Pulse Oxymeter (Handheld) ,

2. White Box (Sharp Container), & Transport Trolley (Wheel Barrow) Reserve for 
MSE, Rajasthan Only
are invited from interested bidders up to Date : 23.07.2026 : 06:00 P.M. Other 

particulars of the bid may be visited on Procurement portal website 
h t t p s : / / s p p p . r a j a s t h a n . g o v. i n  o r  w w w. d i p r o n l i n e . o r g  o r 
https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in or website http://rmsc.health.rajasthan.gov.in.
UBN : MSC2526GLOB00056

Raj.Samwad/C/26/7014
Director (P)

Rajasthan Medical Services Corporation

RRaajjaasstthhaann  MMeeddiiccaall  SSeerrvviicceess  CCoorrppoorraattiioonn  LLttdd..
DD--BBlloocckk,,  SSwwaasstthhyyaa  BBhhaawwaann,,  CC--SScchheemmee,,  JJaaiippuurr  --  330022000055

PPhh..  NNoo..  00114411--22222233888877,,  FFaaxx  NNoo..  00114411--22222288006655,,  EE--MMaaiill--eeddeeppmmrrmmsscc--rrjj@@nniicc..iinn
Ref. No. : F-8( ) RMSC/EPM/M-4/NIB-933/2025-26/518                                                                   Dated :- 10/07/2026

CORRIGENDUM / ADDENDUM
Corrigendum / Addendum  Bid No. (NIB-933) for Item White Sharp Container 

(White Box) for revised technical specifications has been issued. Corrigendum / 
Addendum  details may be visited on Procurement portal website 
“https ://sppp.ra jasthan.gov. in"or  "www.dipronl ine.org"  or 
“ h t t p s : / / e p r o c . r a j a s t h a n . g o v . i n "  o r  w e b s i t e  
"http://rmsc.health.rajasthan.gov.in".

UBN:- (MSC2526GLOB00056)

PR 385074 Jharkhand Urja Sancharan Nigam Ltd(26-27).D

Tender Cancellation Notice
Due to not fulfilling of minimum bid 

requirement, e-NIT No.- 258/PR/JUSNL/26-27 is 
here by cancelled.

Sd/-
General Manager

Transmission Zone – II, Dumka

PR No. 382246

Ludhiana: Athree-year-old boy who had todd-
led along with his mother to see off  his elder
sister to school died after being mowed down
by the school bus on Ludhiana’s outskirts Wed-
nesday. The 20-year-old driver tried to escape
but was chased down by locals who handed
him over to police. There was no attendant on
the bus, leading police to register an FIR aga-
inst driver Navdeep Singh and management of
BITS International Convent School.

Samardeep Singh’s mother accompanies
her daughter Ramandeep to the pick-up and
drop-off  point on the main road near their ho-
use, said the father, Harmesh Singh. Some da-
ys, the toddler would also go along. 

“After Ramandeep sat on the bus, my wife
and son crossed the road in front of  the bus to
return home. Samardeep was walking be-
hind his mother when the driver, without pa-
ying attention to the road and blowing the
horn, started moving and mowed down my
son,” said Harmesh. “The driver is a young
boy, merely 19-20. How could school authoriti-
es give him the responsibility of  driving a bus
full of  children? There was no attendant eit-
her. School authorities are equally responsib-
le for the death of  my son,” the father said.

Inspector Madhu Bala, Koom Kalan SHO,
said driver Navdeep and the school manage-
ment faced an FIR under charges of  rash dri-
ving and causing death by negligence.

Out to see off sister,
toddler run over by

her school bus
Payal.Dhawan@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Govt on Wednes-
day approved a new National
Investment Policy for Urea (NI-
PU-2026) to set up eight to nine
new gas-based plants with a
production capacity of  10 mil-
lion tonne as it seeks to achieve
self-reliance in meeting the
most consumed fertiliser.

The policy aims at redu-
cing India’s dependence on
imports of  the chemical soil
nutrient and paving the way
for a new wave of  invest-
ments in domestic urea ma-
nufacturing. The move co-
mes after the Hormuz closu-
re which disrupted supply
and sent global prices soa-
ring, exerting significant
pressure on govt’s subsidy
bill especially given its inabi-
lity to raise prices.

Announcing the decision,
I&B minister Ashwini Vaish-
naw said India’s dependence
on imported urea has redu-
ced after six plants were com-
missioned over the past deca-
de. Responding to a question
he said that India still de-
pends on import of  urea to
meet 25% of  its total 4 crore
tonne annual requirement,
he said: “The additional ca-
pacity of  one crore tonne un-
der the new policy will bridge
that gap at current level.”

In a post on X, PM Narend-
ra Modi said the policy “will
not only encourage invest-
ment for the establishment
of  new gas-based urea pro-
duction plants, but will also
give new strength to the re-
solve for self-reliance in urea
production. Official data
show that the reassessed in-
stalled urea production capa-
city is currently at 26.9 crore
tonne across 33 operational
plants.

Cabinet nod to
new investment
policy for urea

Dipak.Dash@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The landmark
India-UK trade deal that ca-
me into effect Wednesday re-
flects real warmth and trust
in the relationship along
with the ability to discuss is-
sues of  importance to both
sides, said UK officials. Whi-
le refraining from commen-
ting on individual cases, di-
plomatic sources said that
the UK takes India’s con-
cerns over national security
and financial fugitives very
seriously and works to add-
ress those.

The remarks are reassu-
ring for India as it expects
greater geopolitical align-
ment with London in the wa-
ke of  the game-changing
Comprehensive Economic
and Trade Agreement (CE-
TA), especially over core is-
sues like extradition of  fugi-
tives, national security and
counter-terrorism. Speaking

separately at a news confe-
rence, British high commis-
sioner Lindy Cameron desc-
ribed the India-UK free trade
agreement as the new gold
standard of  trade deals, cal-
ling it pro-worker, pro-inno-
vation and pro-growth.

As the two sides conclu-
ded the trade negotiations
last year, PM Narendra Modi

her on a Vision 2035 roadmap
to boost cooperation in areas
like defence, technology, cli-
mate, education and people-
to-people connectivity.

Cameron said the deal is
going to increase India’s and
the UK’s GDP by nearly £5
billion. “We’ve boosted our
bilateral trading relations-
hip, which is already of  cour-
se worth £48 billion, by ma-
king day-to-day trade chea-
per, quicker and easier for
the UK and India. It will also
increase financial trade by
over £25 billion every year in
the long run,” said Cameron,
adding that the deal has un-
locked the combined econo-
mic might of  two global eco-
nomic powerhouses.

The high commissioner
recalled UK trade minister
Chris Bryant’s remarks ear-
lier in the day that the India-
UK trade agreement sends a
message to the rest of  the
world that the rules-based or-
der works.

had stressed the significance
of  not allowing extremist
ideologies – an allusion to
Khalistan separatists active
in the UK - to misuse demo-
cratic freedoms and backed
ongoing efforts for extradi-
tion of  economic offenders.
With the trade deal injecting
new momentum in ties, both
sides are also working toget-

UK says trade deal based on trust,
backs India’s security concerns

Sachin.Parashar
@timesofindia.com

Alongside the semicon-
ductor push, the Cab-
inet approved MPMS

to succeed the existing pro-
duction-linked incentive
scheme for mobile phones,
shifting the focus from
large-scale assembly to-
wards deeper localisation
and Indian intellectual
property.

The scheme will pro-
vide sales-linked incen-
tives ranging from 2.25% to
5%, with additional incen-
tives of  up to 1.5% linked to
domestic sourcing of  key
components and sub-as-
semblies. Indian brands,
which are undertaking de-
sign and R&D, will be eligi-
ble for an additional 3% in-
centive.

Govt expects MPMS to
nearly double cumulative

mobile phone production to
around Rs 39 lakh crore
during the scheme period
from about Rs 22 lakh crore
achieved under the exist-
ing PLI programme. Mo-
bile exports are projected to
reach Rs 15 lakh crore, com-
pared with Rs 7.5 lakh crore
under PLI, while the
scheme is expected to gen-
erate around 60,000 direct
jobs, added Vaishnaw.

Data presented showed
India’s electronics produc-
tion has expanded seven-fold
since 2014, while electronics
exports have grown 11-fold.
Mobile phone production
has increased 33 times, ex-
ports have surged 166 times,
and India has emerged as the
world’s second-largest mo-
bile phone manufacturer by
volume, with 99.2% of
phones sold domestically
now made in India.

Centre expects
MPMS to double

cellphone production

However, after examining evidence
and the manner in which investi-
gation was conducted, the high

court found the charge under Section
105 to be “unsustaina-
ble”.

The court relied on
the technical inspection
report and also eyewit-
ness accounts, which
consistently indicated

that there were no signs of  intoxication
and that Singh was driving “steadily”
throughout the journey. The high court
also noted that while the medical report
recorded the smell of  alcohol, no breath-
alyser or blood alcohol test was conduct-
ed to scientifically establish intoxica-
tion. In contrast, the technical inspec-
tion identified the tyre burst as the im-
mediate cause of  the accident.

Tyre burst cause
of accident, not

booze: Tech probe
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British deputy high commissioner Steve Hickling flags off container
trucks during an event marking the India-UK trade deal at Sanand,
Ahmedabad, on Wednesday
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