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Will Lokesh resign now for DSC anomalies? Jagan
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

STATING that Union Education 
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan 
resigned from his post owning 
moral responsibility for the NEET 
paper leak, setting a benchmark 
for political accountability under 
the NDA Government, YSRCP 
President and former Chief  Min-
ister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy 
sought to know will Education 
Minister Nara Lokesh of  the NDA 
Government in Andhra Pradesh 

accept moral responsibility  
for the serious irregularities sur-
rounding the DSC examination 
process (which involved around 
3.5 lakh aspirants) and resign 
from his post? Or will Chief   
Minister N Chandrababu Naidu 
of  the NDA Government shields 
his son instead of  upholding  
the very standards of  accounta-
bility that the NDA claims to be-
lieve in?

Taking to ‘X’ on Saturday, Jag-
an attached a letter written by the 
YSRCP to Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi, and informed that the 
so-called ‘Mega’ DSC was a care-
fully engineered policy sketch for 
a scam of  vast proportions, a dark 
operation by Chandrababu and 
his son Lokesh as Minister-in-
charge, grievously damaging the 
lives of  meritorious aspirants.

Lakhs of  aspirants are in an-
guish today because of  the ma-
nipulation and deception commit-
ted  by  the  present  State 
Government. The State never wit-
nessed such a devious recruit-
ment process before, he said. 

For the recruitment process for 
16,000 DSC posts, every safeguard 
that protected transparency was 
dismantled and every institution-
al check was weakened, the letter 
read.

Stating that the scandal is deep-
ly rooted and dangerously con-
ceived by the people at the helm 
of  the present State Government 
including the Chief  Minister and 
the Education Minister, Nara 
Lokesh, the YSRCP requested for 
an enquiry by an independent 
agency such as CBI.

SUNDAY26�07�2026

Campaign to promote ASR 
Airport takes off in big way 
Contests on theme ‘My District Takes Off’ being organised for students

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

FULFILLING the long-cherished 
dreams and aspirations of  the 
people of  North Andhra, the new-
ly constructed ASR International 
Airport at Bhogapuram in Vizian-
agaram district will be inaugu-
rated by the Prime Minister, 
Narendra Modi on August 1 in a 
grand manner.

Announcing the historic mile-
stone, Director of  Information 
and Public Relations (I&PR) KS 
Viswanathan stated that a week-
long promotional campaign titled 
“Uttarandhra Kalalaku Rekkalu” 
(Wings to the Dreams of  North 
Andhra) is being organised from 
Saturday.

Spearheaded by the I&PR De-
partment in close coordination 
with district administration, the 
extensive events will span six dis-
tricts-Vizianagaram, Srikakulam, 
Parvathipuram-Manyam, Alluri 
Sitarama Raju, Anakapalle, and 
Visakhapatnam-to highlight the 
airport’s pivotal role in accelerat-

ing holistic development, tour-
ism, and industrial growth.

As part of  the campaign, digital 
countdown screens have been in-
stalled at major public hubs 
across all district headquarters to 
stream the countdown live to the 
public. 

To engage youth, quiz, paint-
ing, and essay-writing competi-
tions centred on the theme “My 
District Takes Off” are being or-
ganised for students, with win-
ners securing VIP seating at the 
main inaugural ceremony. 

Special prayers and rituals will 
also be offered at prominent tem-

ples across North Andhra for the 
smooth launch and future pros-
perity of  the region. Highlighting 
the airport’s impact on tribal em-
powerment, the Girijan Coopera-
tive Corporation (GCC) is organ-
ising branding displays and 
exhibitions for local organic prod-
ucts like Araku Coffee and Araku 
Turmeric, with exclusive tribal 
produce set to be presented to the 
Prime Minister.

Public representatives and of-
ficials are conducting awareness 
seminars at key destinations to 
educate locals on expanding tour-
ism prospects and home-stay 
registrations. 

Additionally, SERP and MEP-
MA will host a massive women’s 
Rangoli competition on July 30 
themed around the Bhogapuram 
airport project, alongside themed 
cricket and beach volleyball 
tournaments. 

Folk performances and cultural 
shows will pay rich tribute to rev-
olutionary hero Alluri Sitarama 
Raju at major centres and his 
birthplace, Pandrangi village.

Kharif-2024 
crop insurance 
claims cleared
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

THE Centre has given its nod for 
the release of  pending Kharif-2024 
crop insurance claims after the 
Andhra Pradesh government as-
sured that it would clear nearly  
`1,900 crore in outstanding crop 
insurance premium dues left un-
paid during the previous YSRCP 
regime in a phased manner, Agri-
culture Minister Kinjarapu Atch-
annaidu said on Saturday. 

The minister said the assur-
ance was conveyed to the Union 
government following his recent 
meeting with Union Agriculture 
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan, 
during which he explained the 
difficulties faced by farmers and 
outlined the State’s plan to clear 
the pending premium liabilities. 

He said the Centre had respond-
ed positively and agreed to release 
the insurance funds. Atchannaidu 
stated that once the Centre releas-
es the Kharif-2024 crop insurance 
amount, the eligible compensa-
tion will be credited directly into 
the bank accounts of  farmers.

He said the coalition govern-
ment was committed to safeguard-
ing farmers’ interests. 

KS Viswanathan
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