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K A R T H I K  K K  @  M y s u r u

SIX members of  the Hakki Pik-
ki tribal community from 
Mysuru district have been 
stranded in Fiji after they were 
detained by customs authori-
ties at the airport while at-
tempting to return to India.

The group, all residents of  
Pakshirajapura village in Hun-
sur taluk, had travelled to the 
South Pacific island nation 
around four months ago on a 
tourist visa under a sponsor-
ship arrangement to partici-
pate in exhibitions and sell 
herbal products, a tra-
ditional livelihood of  
t h e  H a k k i  P i k k i 
community.

Karnataka Hakki 
Pikki Tribes Associa-
tion (KHPTA) presi-
dent Puneeth Kumar 
R told TNIE that the 
six persons were 
stopped by customs of-
ficials at the Fiji air-
port while they were 
preparing to board a 
flight back to India. 
The officials report-
edly questioned them 
over the possession of  
USD 10,000 in cash and 
sought proof  that the amount 
had been declared to customs.  

The detained persons have 
been identified as Manish, 
Krishna Kumar, Malini, Chan-
dran Dasu, Sanjana Chandran 
and Harish Sampath.

Puneeth said the travellers 
had not submitted the required 
customs declaration while en-
tering or carrying the cash, fol-
lowing which the authorities 
seized the money and initiated 
an inquiry. Customs officials are 
also said to have questioned 
them about the source of  the 
cash and their purpose of  travel. 
“The six members have been 
stranded there since July 12. 
They are safe, but they are un-
able to return to India until the 

issue is resolved. We request 
the Indian Embassy and the 
Ministry of  External Affairs to 
intervene immediately and fa-
cilitate the safe return of  our 
people,” Puneeth said.

Puneeth said the incident 
once again brings to the fore 
the recurring difficulties faced 
by members of  the Hakki Pikki 
community, many of  whom 
travel abroad to sell herbal 
medicines and traditional prod-
ucts. In recent years, several 
community members have re-
portedly faced detention, immi-
gration issues and visa-related 

complications in dif-
ferent countries, par-
ticularly in parts of  
Africa.

He alle ged that 
many tribal members 
become victims of  
fraudulent  travel 
agents who arrange 
fake or incomplete 
travel documentation, 
leaving them vulner-
able to legal action in 
foreign countries. In 
some cases, they have 
had to pay fines of  up 
to USD 40,000 or re-
main stranded for ex-
tended periods before 

receiving assistance.
Stating that such incidents 

have become increasingly com-
mon, Puneeth called upon the 
Ministry of  External Affairs to 
evolve a permanent mecha-
nism to support members of  
the Hakki Pikki tribe travelling 
overseas.

He also urged the government 
to create an awareness pro-
gramme on international cus-
toms and immigration regula-
tions, verify travel documentation 
before departure, monitor agents 
arranging overseas travel and es-
tablish faster coordination be-
tween Indian embassies and lo-
cal authorities so that community 
members are not left helpless in 
foreign countries.

K I R A N  B A L A N N A N A V A R  @  H a m p i

RECENT leopard attacks in and around the 
UNESCO World Heritage site of  Hampi have 
sparked panic among tourists and residents, 
raising serious concerns over visitor safety 
and wildlife management in the region.

The latest incident occurred near Tayamma 
Temple on the Hampi-Kaddiram-
pur road, where Kenchappa, a co-
conut vendor from Kaddirampur 
village, was attacked by a leopard 
during the early morning hours. 
He sustained severe injuries on 
his right leg and was rushed to a 
nearby hospital, where doctors 
had to put more than 10 stitches 
to close the wound.

The attack comes weeks after 
another resident of  Hampi was 
mauled by a leopard.

Leopard and sloth bear sight-
ings have become regular inci-
dents in the rocky hillocks sur-
rounding Hampi. During the 
recent Hampi Utsav, a leopard 
was seen attacking a stray dog 
near the Virupaksha Temple 
and the video was widely shared 
on social media, intensifying 
public concern.

Local residents alleged that despite repeated 
complaints, the forest department failed to 
take timely preventive measures. They claimed 
that requests to install cages and intensify pa-
trolling were ignored until the recent attacks. 
Forest officials rejected the allegations, stating 
that cages have already been placed at strate-
gic locations and surveillance has been stepped 
up to capture straying wild animals.

Kenchappa said he was going to Tayamma 
Temple when the leopard pounced on him. “I 
fought back to save myself, but my right leg 
suffered deep injuries. I was fortunate to sur-
vive the attack,” he said.

Local villagers said leopards have killed 
several stray dogs and sheep in Hampi’s Pra-
kash Nagar area and near the Virupaksha 
Temple in recent weeks. They urged the forest 
department officials to capture the wild ani-
mals immediately, warning that any attack on 
tourists could severely dent Hampi’s reputa-
tion as one of  Karnataka’s premier tourist 
destinations.

Deputy Commissioner Kavita Mannikeri 
said she had directed the Deputy Conservator 
of  Forests (DCF) to take immediate steps to 
capture the leopard. She also instructed offi-
cials to respond swiftly to incidents involving 
wild animals and strengthen safety measures 
in tourist areas to prevent further attacks.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@ B e n g a l u r u

DECLARING the arrest of  the 
owner of  a homestay in Kodagu, 
where a 33-year old US citizen 
was allegedly raped by a house-
keeper in April 2026, as illegal, 
the Karnataka High Court di-
rected the state government to 
pay compensation of  Rs 5 lakh to 
him for confining him in judicial 
custody illegally for 14 days. 

“Merely because the US em-
bassy or that of  any other coun-
try would communicate a com-
plaint to the investigating agen-
cies, it would not mean that the 
fundamental rights of  the citi-
zens should be bartered away,” 

said Justice M Nagaprasanna, 
pronouncing the order on 
Wednesday, while partly allow-
ing the petition filed by 55-year-
old owner of  the home-stay 
challenging the legality of  his 
arrest as well as the registra-
tion of  the FIR. 

The court, however, said that 
the award of  this compensation 
shall not operate as a bar to the 
petitioner pursuing any addi-
tional claim for damages before 
a competent civil court in en-
forcement of  a private law rem-
edy. The present compensation
is but a constitutional acknowl-

edgement of  the wrong suf-
fered, the court said. 

Noting that the constitution-
al courts have consistently tak-
en note of  the suffering, indig-
nity and humiliation inflicted 
upon citizens at the 
hands of  the agents of  
the State, the court 
said that the arrest 
of  the petitioner is 
held to be manifestly 
illegal and in blatant 
violation of  the guide-
lines laid down by the Su-
preme Court. 

Referring to the offences in-
voked in the case, the court not-
ed that the foremost among 
them is, Section 64(1) of  the 

BNS, which deals with the of-
fence of  rape. Yet, the invoca-
tion of  the said provision 
against the petitioner appears, 
prima facie, wholly incongru-
ous, for the petitioner was ad-

mittedly nowhere present at 
the scene of  the alleged 
occurrence and is not at-
tributed with any overt 
act constituting the of-
fence. The remaining of-

fences alleged are under 
Sections 238, 239 and 351 of  

the BNS, all of  which are non-
cognizable in nature. Notwith-
standing the unmistakable 
character of  these offences as 
non-cognizable, the petitioner 
was picked up by the police on 

the evening of  April 18, 2026, 
detained through the night, 
and formally arrested at 5 am 
on April 19. Thereafter, he was 
produced before the learned 
magistrate only at 11.30 pm on 
the following day for the pur-
pose of  remand. 

However, the court refused to 
quash the FIR registered by 
Kutta police at this stage, re-
serving liberty to the petitioner 
to approach the court in the 
event he is aggrieved with the 
final report.

The court also stayed all fur-
ther proceedings pending be-
fore the trial court in Ponnam-
pet, till July 30, the next date of  
hearing.
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POSE AS A PROTEST
Banjara community members from Kalaburagi perform a dance in front of Kannada 

and culture director ’s office in Bengaluru on Wednesday, as a mark of protest 
against alleged neglect towards their  cultural art form | NAGARAJA GADEKAL

Homestay owner’s arrest illegal, says HC
U S  C I T I Z E N ’ S  R A P E 

Fear grips Hampi 
after two leopard 
attacks in a month

Kenchappa, 
who was 
attacked by a 
leopard

UNDECLARED CASH

6 Hakki Pikki members 
detained at Fiji airport

The six members 
have been 

stranded there 
since July 12. We 

request the Indian 
Embassy and the 

Ministry of 
External Affairs to 

intervene and 
facilitate the safe 

return of our 
people

Puneet Kumar, 
KHPTA president 

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Temp rise will continue 
for 7 days, says IMD
BENGALURU: India 
Meteorological Department 
(IMD) has said the entire state 
is recording a rise in maximum 
temperatures by 2–3 degrees 
Celsius. In the absence of cloud 
cover and rain, the IMD has 
forecast a rise in maximum 
temperatures by 3–5 degrees 
Celsius for most parts of the 
state. According to IMD data, 
Bengaluru on Tuesday recorded 
a maximum of 33.6 degrees 
Celsius, which was the highest 
in July. The highest so far 
recorded was 33.1 degrees 
Celsius on July 1, 1914 and 1926. 
On July 1, 2021 the City had 
recorded 32.7 Degree Celsius. 
On Wednesday, Bengaluru 
recorded a maximum of 32.2 
degrees Celsius, against the 
normal maximum temperature 
of 28.3 degrees Celsius (3.9 
Degree Celsius above normal). 
Kempegowda and HAL airports 
observatories recorded 33.1 
Degree Celsius, respectively. As 
per IMD data, Koppal and 
Raichur had recorded the 
maximum temperature of 38.8 
and 36 degrees Celsius, 
respectively, on Wednesday. 
Kalaburgi recorded 36.1 degrees 
Celsius and Bidar 36.6 degrees 
Celsius. ENS

The Karnataka Apartment (Ownership and 
Management) Bill, 2026 is to avoid multiplicity 
and wastage of social energy due to unwanted 
fights between two or three associations

Krishna Byre Gowda, 
Bengaluru 
Development 
Minister

IT ALWAYS SEEMS IMPOSSIBLE UNTIL IT’S  
DONE ❯ NELSON MANDELA


