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AP won two national awards at the 4th Chintan Shivir in 
New Delhi for outstanding performance. AP topped in 
senior citizen enrolment under Ayushman Vayo Vandana & 
digital health record integration under Ayushman Bharat

AP GETS  
2 AWARDS

Vikram-1 showcases VSEZ’s tech ecosystem
U S H A  P E R I  @ Visakhapatnam

THE successful launch of  
Vikram-1, India’s first privately 
developed orbital-class launch 
vehicle, has highlighted the 
role played by the Visakhapat-
nam Special Economic Zone 
(VSEZ) in supporting India’s 
emerging private space indus-
try, with Skyroot Aerospace’s 
manufacturing facility operat-
ing from a Special Economic 
Zone under its administrative 
jurisdiction.

Skyroot Aerospace set up its 
manufacturing unit in 2021 at 
the GMR Aerospace and Indus-
trial Park Special Economic 
Zone in Hyderabad, which 
comes under the administra-
tive jurisdiction of  VSEZ.

Vikram-1 was successfully 
launched on Saturday from the 

Satish Dhawan Space Centre 
(SDSC-SHAR) in Sriharikota 
under Mission Aagaman. All 
four stages performed as 
planned and the onboard pay-
loads were deployed into orbit.  

Developed to carry payloads 
of  up to 350 kg to Low Earth Or-
bit, the rocket features an 
all-carbon composite 
structure and in-house 
propulsion systems, in-
cluding 3D-printed en-
gines and high-thrust 
solid boosters.

The maiden flight car-
ried technology demonstration 
payloads from Grahaa Space, 
Cosmoserve, DCubed and Sky-
r o o t ’ s  o w n  S C O P E 
experiment. 

In a statement, VSEZ said the 
success of  Vikram-1 demon-
strated the capability of  the 

Special Economic Zone ecosys-
tem in supporting globally 
competitive, technology-driven 
manufacturing through ena-
bling infrastructure and a con-
ducive policy environment.

It added that the achievement 
underscored the growing role 

of  SEZs in attracting in-
vestments in aerospace, 
defence, electronics 
and advanced manu-
facturing while con-
tributing to the coun-

t r y ’ s  e f f o r t s  t o 
strengthen indigenous 

m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a n d 
innovation.

Chief  Minister N Chandrab-
abu Naidu said the successful 
maiden orbital flight marked 
another historic milestone for 
India and demonstrated that 
the country’s private space sec-

tor was ready to stand along-
side the world’s best.

In a post on X, he stated the 
achievement reflected the com-
ing together of  India’s scien-
tific institutions and entrepre-
neurial talent to push the 
frontiers of  innovation. 

Congratulating Skyroot Aer-
ospace, ISRO, IN-SPACe, NSIL 
and scientists, engineers, tech-
nicians and partners associat-
ed with the mission, he de-
scribed it as a proud moment 
for the country and an inspira-
tion for future generations of  
innovators. 

Deputy Chief Minister K Pa-
wan Kalyan said the success of  
Mission Aagaman marked the 
beginning of  a new phase of  in-
novation and enterprise in In-
dia’s space sector. He added 
that the achievement reflected 

the impact of  reforms that 
opened the space sector to pri-
vate participation and would 
create fresh opportunities in 
scientific research, technology, 
manufacturing, start-ups and 
high-skilled employment, while 
strengthening India’s position 
as a global innovation hub.

HRD Minister Nara Lokesh, 
who witnessed the launch at 
Sriharikota along with his son, 
described the mission as a de-
fining milestone for India’s pri-
vate space ecosystem. 

Congratulating Skyroot Aer-
ospace, ISRO, IN-SPACe, NSIL 
and everyone associated with 
the mission, he stated the suc-
cessful first attempt would en-
courage more young Indians to 
pursue innovation and contrib-
ute to the country’s expanding 
space programme.

It underscores the growing role of SEZs in attracting investments in aerospace, defence and electronics sectors

62.65L children to undergo 38 health 
screenings for diabetes, hypertension
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

THE State government will 
launch a statewide screening 
programme to detect lifestyle 
diseases such as diabetes and 
hypertension among children 
by expanding the Rashtriya Bal 
Swasthya Karyakram (RBSK) 
into RBSK 2.0.

Health Minister Y Satya Ku-
mar Yadav said 62.65 lakh chil-
dren across the state would un-
dergo 38 health screenings 
aimed at identifying diseases at 
early stage and ensuring free 

treatment for those in need.
Under the programme, health 

examinations will be conduct-
ed during the 2026-27 financial 
year for 20.95 lakh children 
aged 0-6 years enrolled in An-
ganwadi centres and 41.70 lakh 
students aged 6-18 years study-
ing in government and govern-
ment-aided schools. 

The Minister said RBSK 2.0 
has significantly expanded the 
scope of  the existing pro-
gramme by introducing screen-
ing for eight new health condi-
tions, including diabetes, 
hypertension, thyroid, kidney 

diseases, sleep disorders, devel-
opmental delays, and health is-
sues linked to excessive mobile 
phone usage.

The programme will cover 38 
health conditions under four 
major categories-Defects at 
Birth, Deficiencies, Diseases, 
and Developmental Delays in-
cluding Disabilities. 

Screenings will include con-
genital disorders such as Down 
syndrome, cleft lip, congenital 
heart disease, eye and ear de-
fects, nutritional deficiencies 
including anaemia, vitamin de-
ficiencies and others.

Police quiz CEO of 
Prashna Channel

Vijayawada: Investigation into the 
case involving YouTuber 

Bachalakura Joseph alias Prashna 
Ravan continued with police 

questioning Prashna YouTube 
channel CEO Gamana and 

Indrasena Chowdary for the third 
time on Saturday. Gamana and 

Indrasena Chowdary, whose roles 
are under scrutiny in videos 

allegedly uploaded by Ravan that 
promoted extremist ideology, 

appeared before investigating 
officers at the Gannavaram DSP 
office. Investigators alleged the 
two did not cooperate, and sent 

them for analysis. Meanwhile, the 
Gannavaram court extended 

Ravan’s remand till July 31

Jethwani case: Court 
returns CID chargesheet
Vijayawada: The Fourth 
Additional Judicial First Class 
Magistrate Court in Vijayawada 
has returned the chargesheet 
filed by the CID in the alleged 
police harassment case involving 
Mumbai-based model and actress 
Kadambari Jethwani. The CID will 
file a revised chargesheet after 
rectifying deficiencies pointed out 
by the court. Kadambari Jethwani 
had alleged that she and her 
parents were unlawfully arrested, 
illegally detained and harassed 
through false cases during the 
YSRCP regime. The State 
government later transferred the 
investigation to the CID’s Guntur 
Regional Unit
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Fondly remembered by the family and staff of  
The New Indian Express Group of Newspapers,  

Chennai, Madurai, Coimbatore, Tiruchy,
Tirunelveli, Dharmapuri, Villupuram,

Nagapattinam, Bengaluru, Belagavi, Kalaburagi, 
Shivamogga, Mangaluru, Hubballi, Kochi,

Kozhikode, Thiruvananthapuram,
Kottayam, Kollam, Kannur, Thrissur,

Hyderabad, Vĳayawada, Visakhapatnam, Tirupati, 
Tadepalligudem, Bhubaneswar, Sambalpur  

and New Delhi.

Friend, Philosopher and Guide


