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MUMBAI 

JSW to be India 
team’s partner 
at the CWG 

Reinforcing its 
commitment towards 
India’s Olympic movement, 
the JSW Group has 
strengthened its 
partnership with the Indian 
Olympic Association (IOA), 
with JSW Inspire, the 
Group’s activewear brand, 
continuing as the official 
sports performance and 
lifestyle partner of the 
Indian contingent for the 
Glasgow 2026 
Commonwealth Games 
(July 23-August 2) and the 
2026 Asian Games in Japan 
(September 19-October 4). 

BRISTOL 

Brook eyes 
No 1 ranking 
in T20Is 

He "probably didn't 
expect" the series against 
India to be so lopsided but 
now that England has a 
winning 3-0 lead, skipper 
Harry Brook says his team 
would go all out for a clean 
sweep to dislodge the 
reigning world champions 
from the top of the ICC 
T20I rankings. Chasing a 
modest 158 for 7, Brook led 
from the front with an 
attacking unbeaten 79 off 
35 balls. 

PREVIEW | Iyer-led side aim to end its longest losing streak in 
the format after disappointing efforts in the earlier games

Joe Williams 
PUNE 

The countdown to one of 
India's most celebrated rac-
ing festivals has begun with 
the Royal Western India Turf 
Club (RWITC) unveiling the 
programme for the Pune 
Racing Season 2026.  

Spread across four 
months, the prestigious 
meeting will commence on 
July 17 and conclude on 
November 15, promising 
thrilling contests featuring 
the country's finest thor-
oughbreds, jockeys and 

trainers. 
The season will witness 21 

feature races with a cumu-
lative prize fund exceeding 
�14 crore, reaffirming Pune's 
reputation as one of the most 
significant centres of Indian 
horse racing. 

 The spotlight will once 

again fall on two of the 
sport's biggest Grade I clas-
sics—the Indian St. Leger 
and the Viloo C. Poonawalla 
Pune Derby, the latter carry-
ing a guaranteed purse of �1 
crore and serving as the 
showpiece event of the sea-
son. 

RWITC expects participa-
tion from 844 horses, includ-
ing 281 two-year-olds, high-
lighting the emergence of a 
promising new generation 
alongside seasoned cam-
paigners.  

Competition will be over-
seen by 29 'A' Licensed 
Trainers, one 'B' Licensed 

Trainer and 51 'A' Licensed 
Jockeys, ensuring high stan-
dards throughout the meet-
ing. 

Apart from the two 
marquee classics, racing 
enthusiasts can look forward 
to a packed calendar featur-
ing the Eve Champion 
Trophy, Altaf Hussain 
Million, Yohan Z. Poonawalla 
Turf Club Trophy, Teena 
Katrak Memorial 
Independence Million, F.D. 
Wadia Trophy, Noshir & 
Dolly Dhunjibhoy Sprint 
Million, Pune City Gold Cup, 
S.A. Poonawalla Million, 
Royal Barbershop Trophy, 

General Rajendrasinhji 
Million and the Burgundy 
Mantra Luxury Line RWITC 
Trophy, among several other 
prestigious events. 

Off the track, RWITC has 
lined up an enhanced race-
day experience with carni-
val-themed entertainment in 
the Members' Enclosure on 
selected days. 

Hospitality support will 
come from Conrad Pune, 
Lemon Tree Hotels and 
Westin Pune, while Pune 
Times Mirror continues as 
the print partner and 
Truefitt & Hill as the groom-
ing partner.

Spotlight on Indian St Leger, Viloo C Poonawalla Pune Derby
horse racing
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Clueless India stare at 
rare T20I whitewash 
PTI 
SOUTHAMPTON 

An Indian team with its back 
to the wall, led by a captain 
who is equally cornered, will 
look to prevent England from 
inflicting a 4-0 whitewash 
when the two teams clash in 
the fifth T20 International 
here on Saturday. 

Led by Shreyas Iyer, the 
Indian team's journey started 
in the damp conditions of 
Belfast.  

It covered the north of 
England in Durham before 
arriving in the southern city of 
Southampton to close the five-
match series, in which one 
game was washed out. 

In the six UK cities includ-
ing Belfast, one thing has 
remained common: Iyer's for-
tunes have remained 
wretched as he is still without 
his first win since becoming 
captain.  

This is the longest winless 
streak for the Indian men's 
team since it first played a T20 

International in 2006. 
The team has looked out of 

sorts, save for the second 
game at Old Trafford where it 
remained competitive until 
the start of the 17th over 

bowled by Ravi Bishnoi. 
Nottingham witnessed India's 
worst batting performance as 
the side was bundled out for 
76, while the Bristol fixture 
proved the team was out-

played in every department. 
A consolation win will do 

little to salvage pride, but even 
then, a die-hard fan would 
prefer a 1-3 defeat over the 
ignominy of a 0-4 humiliation.

Parthiv criticises decision 
to pick Sooryavanshi at  
the expense of Samson
Former India wicket-keeper says the decision to pick 
the teenager ignores the senior batter’s work 

PTI 
NEW DELHI 

Wading into the debate sur-
rounding Vaibhav 
Sooryavanshi’s inclusion in the 
Indian T20 team at the 
expense of Sanju Samson, 
former player Parthiv Patel 
says accommodating the teen-
ager is an emotionally sound 
call, but axing the senior 
batter defies logic. 

Speaking on JioStar, Patel 
acknowledged that Samson 
was dropped for inconsist-
ency in the past, but his cur-
rent omission is difficult to 
justify. 

"Why is it always Samson 
who misses out? If you look at 
his career over the last 11 or 12 
years, the one question that 
has always followed him is 
consistency," Patel said. 
"Either the player who isn't 
scoring quickly enough gets 
left out, or the one who has 
been inconsistent. You cannot 
make decisions based on both 

emotion and logic. So, emo-
tionally, yes, it was the right 
call to give Sooryavanshi a 
chance. But if you go purely by 
logic, then why has Samson 
been left out? I think this deci-
sion was taken emotionally." 

The 15-year-old 
Sooryavanshi was selected 
after Samson, who was the 
player of the tournament in 
the T20 World Cup this year, 
failed to score in three con-
secutive games. However, the 
youngster has not made a sig-
nificant impact so far. India 

have conceded the series 0-3 
to England with the final 
match scheduled for Saturday. 

Patel noted there is a com-
mon perception that the 
player left out is always the 
superior option. "This is just 
how we are. Whenever some-
one is not in the team, we 
automatically feel they are the 
one who would have done a 
better job.” 
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IN THE COURT OF SMALL 
CAUSES AT MUMBAI 

R.A.E. SUIT NO. 738 OF 2025 

M/s. Vishal Developers                     
A Partnership Firm having address 
at 14, Nanubhai Desai Road, 
Mumbai-400004.                              
Through its partner                          
Mr. Rakesh Babulal Mehta,               
Age 53 years, Occupation 
Business, Residing at Flat No. 32, 
Building No. 7B, Navjeevan 
Society, Dr. Bhadkamkar Marg,  
Mumbai-400008 ....Plaintiffs 

Versus 
Mr. Ramchandra Kondiba Varkar,      
An adult, Occupation not known,   
Residing at Room No. 13, Ground 
Floor, 83-87, Keshav Bhuvan, 7ᵗʰ 
Khetwadi Lane, Mumbai-400004
....Defendant 
To, 
The Defendant abovenamed, 

WHEREAS, the Plaintiffs 
abovenamed have instituted the 
above suit against Defendant 
praying therein that the Defendant 
be ordered and decreed to hand 
over vacant and peaceful 
possession of the suit premises 
viz; Room No. 13 on Ground floor 
of the Plaintiffs’ property known as 
Keshav Bhuvan situated at 7ᵗʰ 
Khetwadi Lane, Mumbai-400004 to 
the Plaintiffs and the Defendant be 
ordered to pay the Plaintiffs the 
mesne profits at Rs. 15,000/- 
(Rupees Fifteen thousand only) or 
at any other rate as this Hon’ble 
Court may deem fit and proper 
from the date of the suit till 
Defendant hands over vacant and 
peaceful possession of the suit 
premises to the Plaintiffs and 
Inquiry be held under Order XX 
Rule 12 of Civil Procedure Code 
and necessary order be passed for 
payment of mesne profits in 
respect of the suit premises from 
1/5/2025 till the Defendant hands 
over vacant and peaceful 
possession of the suit premises to 
the Plaintiffs and for such other 
and further reliefs, as prayed in the 
Plaint. 

YOU ARE hereby summoned to 
appear and directed to file your 
Written Statement within 30 days 
from the service of summon before 
Hon’ble Judge presiding in Court 
Room No. 10, 1ˢᵗ floor, New Annex 
Building, Small Cause Court, 
Lokmanya Tilak Marg, Mumbai-
400002, in person or by a pleader 
duly instructed and able to answer 
all material questions relating to 
the suit, or who shall be 
accompanied by some person, 
able to answer all such questions, 
on the 24ᵗʰ July, 2026 at 2.45 p.m. 
in the answer the claim and as the 
day fixed for your appearance is 
appointed for the final disposal of 
the suit you must be prepared to 
produce on that day all the 
witnesses upon whose evidence 
and all the documents upon which 
you intend to rely in support of your 
defence. 

Take notice that, in default of 
your appearance of the day before 
mentioned, the suit will be heard 
and determined in your absence. 

YOU may obtain the copy of the 
said Plaint from the Court Room 
No. 10 of this Court. 

Given under seal of the Court, 
this 20ᵗʰ day of June, 2026 

Sd/- 
Registrar

TEAMS: India: Shreyas Iyer (captain), Vaibhav Sooryavanshi, Abhishek Sharma, Ishan 
Kishan (wk), Tilak Varma, Shivam Dube, Washington Sundar, Axar Patel, Prasidh 
Krishna, Prince Yadav, Arshdeep Singh, Sanju Samson, Suryansh Shedge, Ravi 
Bishnoi. England: Harry Brook (captain), Phil Salt, Jos Buttler, Jacob Bethell, Tom 
Banton, Will Jacks, Sam Curran, Josh Tongue, Jofra Archer, Adil Rashid, Rehan Ahmed, 
Liam Dawson, Luke Wood, Saqib Mahmood, Sonny Baker, Jordan Cox, James Coles.

Why is it always 
Samson who 
misses out? If you 
look at his career 
over the last 11 or 
12 years, the one 
question that has 
always followed 
him is consistency 
Parthiv Patel 
Former India cricketer

Number games 
Horses: 844  

Two-year-olds: 281 

Days of racing: 21 

Total stakes: ₹14 Cr 


