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Venezuelan Nobel Peace Prize laureate and government critic Maria

Corina Machado said on Sunday she will not be part of U.S.-backed

talks with interim President Delcy Rodriguez planned in August. In a

statement, Ms. Machado said the Opposition will “not participate”

in the “design, development and operation” of the talks. AFP

Will not take part in U.S.-backed
talks: Venezuela’s Maria Machado
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Britain’s new Prime Minister Andy Burnham welcomed Ukrainian

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy as his first international visitor on

Monday, in a move reflecting London’s resolute support for Ukraine.

“Britain stands with Ukraine, shoulder to shoulder, and our support

remains unwavering,” Mr. Burnham said in a statement. REUTERS

U.K.’s new PM Burnham welcomes
Zelenskyy as �rst foreign visitor 
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Chinese President Xi Jinping told Brazilian President Luiz Inacio

Lula da Silva on Monday that he supports the country in “opposing

external interference”, Beijing’s state media said, reporting a call

between the leaders. According to the Brazilian presidency, Mr. Lula

“agreed on speeding up talks on the Mercosur-China trade deal”. AFP

China supports Brazil in opposing
‘external interference’: Xi tells Lula

BEIJING
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Saudi Arabia said it intercepted drones launched by pro-Iran groups

in Iraq on Monday, while Iran-aligned Houthi rebels in Yemen also

claimed attacks on Saudi oil infrastructure. The Houthis said they

launched drone attacks in response to incursions by the kingdom’s

drones. Pro-Iran groups in Iraq have not claimed any attacks. AFP

Houthis, pro-Iran groups based in
Iraq launch drones at Saudi Arabia 
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I
ran said on Monday it
was still in control of
the Strait of Hormuz

and not seeking to resume
peace talks with the U.S.,
after President Donald
Trump halted a two-week
bombing campaign that
his top brass told him had
run its course.

Following 13 successive
nights of intensifying
bombing that provoked
Tehran to �re on U.S. bases
in response, Mr. Trump
halted the campaign over
the weekend. Iran said it
would pause its own at-
tacks for as long as the U.S.
pause in bombing endures.
Mr. Trump’s decision to

suspend the campaign re-
�ected advice from his top
brass that the bombing,
aimed at breaking Iran’s
grip on strait, had reached
the limits of what it could
achieve, according to a U.S.

o�cial and widespread
U.S. media reports.

The U.S. o�cial told
Reuters that military com-
manders had advised the
President that they were
running out of targets. The

o�cial said the chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Sta�,
General Dan Caine, had al-
so expressed concern over
the depletion of air de-
fence weapons used to
protect U.S. bases in the
region.

The U.S. ambassador to
the UN, Mike Waltz, said
on Sunday Mr. Trump had
paused the campaign to al-
low room for negotiations.

But the spokesperson
for Iran’s Foreign Ministry,
Esmail Baghaei, said in a
televised press conference
on Monday that Iran had
not asked to resume peace
talks with the U.S. 

But in a clear bid to sig-
nal that the U.S. bombing
had failed in its objective,
Tehran indicated it was still

in control of the world’s
most important waterway
for energy markets.

Several Iranian state me-
dia outlets carried the
same report, citing an “in-
formed source” as saying
that Iran had turned
around six “o�ending
ships” on Monday morning
that had attempted to cross
the strait without its per-
mission. One of the ves-
sels, the source said, had
had “an accident”.

“As previously an-
nounced, the tra�c route
in the Strait of Hormuz is
the route speci�ed by Iran,
and other routes are con-
taminated and have no
way out,” the Iranian state
media reports quoted the
source as saying.

Iran says it still controls Hormuz, not
involved in negotiations with the U.S.

A woman walks near a billboard depicting U.S. President Donald

Trump on a building in Tehran on Monday. REUTERS

Trump’s move to suspend the campaign re�ected advice from his top brass that the bombing, aimed at breaking Tehran’s

grip on Hormuz, had reached the limits of what it could achieve; Iran claims it forced six ships to turn away from the strait 
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Colombia’s hard-right Pre-
sident-elect Abelardo de la
Espriella vowed on Sunday
to break o� diplomatic re-
lations with Cuba and Nica-
ragua when he takes o�ce
on August 7.

Mr. De la Espriella said
he will also close 15 consu-
lates and 14 embassies in
countries including Alge-
ria, Barbados, Ethiopia,
Haiti, Hungary, Senegal
and South Africa.

“In my government,
there will be no ties with
tyrannies,” Mr. De la Es-
priella said in a social me-
dia post, referring to the
leftist governments of Cu-
ba and Nicaragua. Howev-

er, he said the decisions
“do not mean breaking o�
diplomatic relations” with
the other countries.

“With the rest of the
countries and organiza-
tions, Colombia will main-
tain its international rela-
tions and will guarantee
attention for its nationals
through other embassies,”
he said. 

The President-elect,
whose election campaign
centred on “iron �st” se-
curity policies, said closing
embassies would allow the
government to redirect
money to security.

Mr. De la Espriella an-
nounced plans to open an
embassy in Jerusalem in Ju-
ly as he seeks to restore ties
with Israel.

President-elect says
Colombia will cut ties
with Cuba, Nicaragua
Agence France-Presse
BOGOTA

Syria is seeking to reach a
security agreement with Is-
rael, Syrian President
Ahmed al-Sharaa said in an
interview with Al Jazeera
on Sunday.

He said a deal could
pave the way for peace bet-
ween the two countries
without compromising Sy-
ria’s right to the Golan
Heights, an area that Israel
captured from Syria in the
1967 Six-Day War and an-
nexed in 1981.

Mr. Sharaa said Syria
was trying to involve more
countries to pressure Israel
to adopt a more balanced
policy towards Syria. “We
are avoiding getting into

confrontations,” he added.
Soon after former Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad fell to
rebel forces under Mr. Sha-
raa’s leadership in 2024, Is-
raeli troops pushed into Sy-
ria and seized strategic
territories. Israeli troops
moved into a demilitarised
zone inside Syria, includ-
ing the Syrian side of
Mount Hermon. Since
then, Israel has launched
strikes on Syria and de-
tained individuals from
within the country. 

In a statement on X on
Sunday, U.N. Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres
— who is visiting Syria —
called for respect for Sy-
ria’s sovereignty, indepen-
dence, unity and territorial
integrity.

Syria to seek joint
security agreement
with Israel: al-Sharaa
Reuters
DAMASCUS

Sudan’s Army has regained
control of a key highway
linking the capital Khar-
toum with the �ashpoint
city of El-Obeid, military
sources said on Monday.

Their rival paramilitary
Rapid Support Forces
(RSF) have for months
amassed troops around El-
Obeid, attempting to encir-
cle it ahead of an apparent
large-scale assault. 

They have now been
pushed west, o� the 400-
kilometre highway that
connects Khartoum with
the largest city in the em-
battled Kordofan region.

Hours after the develop-
ment, paramilitary drone
strikes shook El-Obeid. At

dawn, RSF drone strikes
tore through two munici-
pal buildings in apparent
retaliation. 

Crucial link
El-Obeid lies at a key cross-
roads: its north-south high-

way runs from Khartoum
to the rest of Kordofan,
while its east-west axis con-
nects RSF strongholds in
the Darfur region to Army-
controlled central and
eastern Sudan.

The highway to Khar-

toum remains closed to ci-
vilians, who have for most
of the war relied entirely
on the eastern road to the
White Nile, where the RSF
regularly launches deadly
drone strikes. The Army
advance “opens a second
supply route to El-Obeid
and beyond”, according to
the military source.

The war between the
Army and the RSF — form-
er allies before they fell out
in a power struggle —
erupted in April 2023 and
has since killed over
200,000 people, aid work-
ers estimate. 

It has also created the
world's largest displace-
ment and hunger crises,
with over 33 million people
in need of humanitarian
aid.

Sudan’s Army claims control of major
highway linking Khartoum to El-Obeid
Agence France-Presse
KHARTOUM

Damaged interiors of a building after it was reportedly targeted by

the Rapid Support Forces in El-Obeid on Monday. AFP

Ship tra�c through Bab el-
Mandeb fell on Sunday af-
ter Yemeni Houthis at-
tacked Saudi oil installa-
tions along the Red Sea
coast, while transit
through the Strait of Hor-
muz stayed low over the
weekend, shipping data
from Kpler showed on
Monday.

Eleven commodity ves-
sels passed through the
Bab el-Mandeb strait on
Sunday, the lowest level in
months, the data showed.

Red Sea tra�c has been
disrupted o� the coast of
Yemen since last week by
the Iran-aligned Houthis,
who want to blockade Sau-
di exports, expanding the
U.S.-Iran con�ict that has
already choked oil supply
through the Strait of
Hormuz.

Seven of the vessels that
passed through strait were
oil tankers with three of
them entering the Red Sea.
Two of them are very large
crude carriers (VLCCs)
heading to the port of Yan-
bu to load Saudi crude
while the third is a Russian-
linked ship, the data
showed.

Four vessels exited the

Red Sea on Sunday. Anoth-
er ship is exiting the water-
way through the Bab el-
Mandeb strait.

Lull in Hormuz 
Fewer than 10 commodity
vessels passed through the
Strait of Hormuz daily over
the weekend even though
the U.S. and Iran have
paused strikes in West
Asia, shipping data from
Kpler showed.

Seven vessels transited
on Sunday including three
Iranian-linked oil products
tankers that exited the
strait, the data showed.

On Saturday, there were
only three vessels that
passed through with their
transponders switched o�. 

On Friday, seven vessels
passed, mostly exiting the
Gulf, including two VLCCs
carrying crude from Iraq
and the UAE and a tanker
carrying fuel oil.

Red Sea shipping slows after
Houthi hits on Saudi Arabia
Reuters
SINGAPORE

Navy sailors from the Yemen’s

Aden-based government seen

aboard a vessel patrolling in

the Red Sea on Monday. AFP
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