
Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI:  More than 
44.73 crore Ayushman 
cards have been created 
under the Ayushman 
Bharat-Pradhan Man-
tri Jan Arogya Yojana 
(AB-PMJAY), while over 
12.69 crore hospital 
admissions worth Rs 
1.92 lakh crore have 
been authorised under 
the scheme, the Parlia-
ment was told on Tues-
day.

Replying to a ques-
tion in the Rajya Sabha, 
Minister of State for 

Health Prataprao Jad-
hav said that as of July 
22, 2026, a total of 
44.73 crore Ayushman 
cards had been gener-
ated under AB-PMJAY.

In a written reply, he 
said that as of June 30, 
2026, the scheme had 
authorised 12.69 crore 
hospital admissions 

amounting to Rs 1.92 
lakh crore, providing 
cashless treatment to 
eligible beneficiaries.

Jadhav said the cur-
rent National Master 
Health Benefit Package 
(HBP-2022) offers cash-
less healthcare through 
1,961 treatment pack-
ages across 27 medical 
specialities.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI:   India and 
China discussed ways 
to deepen bilateral ties 
during Foreign Secretary 
Vikram Misri’s visit to Bei-
jing, echoing the shared 
vision of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Pres-
ident Xi Jinping that both 
nations are development 
partners.

External Affairs Minis-
try spokesperson Randhir 
Jaiswal said both sides 
acknowledged the impor-
tance of maintaining peace 
and tranquillity in the 
India-China border areas. 

Misri is on a two-day visit 
to China from Monday. He 
has held talks with a num-
ber of Chinese leaders, 
including Vice Foreign 
Minister Hua Chunying 
and Vice Minister of the 
International Department 
of the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party 

of China Sun Haiyan. In 
the last few months, New 
Delhi and Beijing unveiled 
a series of measures to 
normalise their ties that 
came under severe strain 
during the over four-year 
eastern Ladakh border 
standoff. “Both sides dis-
cussed bilateral relations 

in its entirety and dis-
cussed means of advanc-
ing the vision of the two 
leaders (Modi and Xi) that 
India and China are part-
ners and development 
opportunities for each 
other, including through 
mutually beneficial out-
comes across trade and 
economic ties, culture 
and people-to-people 
exchanges,” Jaiswal said 
at a media briefing. On 
India and China deciding 
to resume border trade 
through Nathu La, Jaiswal 
said: “This is matter which 
was agreed between two 
side last year”. 

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Ending a 
week-long logjam, the 
Lok Sabha on Tuesday 
began a discussion on 
the anti-paper leak Bill, 
with Union minister 
Jitendra Singh describ-
ing it as a reaffirmation 
of the government’s 
commitment to safe-
guard the welfare of stu-
dents and the youth.

Speaking on the Pub-
lic Examination (Pre-
vention of Unfair Means) 
Amendment Bill, 2026, 
the minister of state in 
the PMO said the Modi 
government finished an 
unaccomplished task to 
bring a law to prevent 
examination malprac-
tices in 2024.

“Incidents of paper 
leaks have taken place in 
various states ruled by 
different parties... The 

anti-paper leak Bill is a 
reaffirmation of the gov-
ernment’s commitment 
to safeguard the welfare 
of students and youth. 
The amendment... (is 
being) brought to make 
the law more stringent,” 
Singh said.

RSP MP N K Premchan-
dran moved that the Bill 
should be circulated for 
stakeholder consulta-
tions till December 1, so 
that it can be made more 
fruitful.

The government intro-
duced the Bill in the Lok 
Sabha on Monday, days 
after student protests 
over the NEET fiasco 
led to Dharmendra 
Pradhan’s resignation 
as education minister, 
to provide for stricter 
punishment of up to 10 
years in jail and a heftier 
fine of Rs 50 lakh for 
paper leaks.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The Supreme 
Court on Tuesday 
restrained states from 
taking any coercive action 
against protesters in the 
recent student-led agita-
tion and directed them to 
release those under 18 on 
the condition that none 
should have any criminal 
antecedents.

The top court indi-
cated that it might con-
stitute an SIT headed by 
a former Supreme Court 
Judge for the investiga-
tion. Hearing a batch of 

petitions alleging police 
brutality during demon-
strations against irregu-
larities in exams and the 
NEET paper leak, a bench 
headed by Chief Justice 
of India Surya Kant said 
a fair and independent 
probe on the matter was 
required.

“All states are hereby 
instructed to release chil-
dren under the age of 18, 
who have been reported 
to be arrested or detained 
in connection with the 
ongoing protests and 
who do not possess any 
criminal antecedents,” 
the bench directed.

It said if necessary, 

these children shall be 
released upon the execu-
tion of a simple bond by 
themselves or their fam-
ily members, especially 
if such a requirement is 
insisted upon for surety.

During the hearing, 
the bench also com-
prising justices Joymala 
Bagchi and V Mohana 
observed, “Whosoever 
committed excesses, 
took law into their hands 
should be taken to task.”

The bench took note 
of allegations such as 
the use of pellet guns, 
lathis embedded with 

nails, rubber bullets and 
electric batons on pro-
testors resulting in severe 
life threatening injuries 
to several students and 
young women.

It directed that Delhi 
government and other 
states may proceed with 
the investigation of the 
FIRs registered but no 
coercive measures shall 
be taken against the pro-
testing students.

“Such protection, 
nonetheless, shall not be 
extended to the persons 
with criminal anteced-
ents,” it clarified.

Lawbreakers must 
be punished.

Justice Joymala Bagchi  
Supreme Court 
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z 12.69 crore 
admissions worth  
Rs 1.92 lakh crore

Farmers transplant paddy saplings in a waterlogged field at sunset during the kharif  
cultivation season, in Morigaon district, Assam. |  Photo PTI

Paddy transplant
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PM’s post 
removed briefly 

The government on 
Tuesday summoned 
Meta’s public policy 
head after Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s post 
of July 23 - addressing 
India’s youth and prom-
ising stringent measures 
against paper leaks - was 
briefly restricted by the 
US-headquartered social 
media giant. IT Secretary 
S Krishnan said that while 
Meta has apologised and 
admitted they made a 
mistake, the Ministry of 
Electronics and IT (Meity) 
is not happy with the 
explanation given and 
is seeking more details 
from the company.

“It is good that they 
have apologised and 
admitted what they did 
was a mistake. But we are 
not happy with the expla-
nation...it is not adequate 
and we are seeking more 
details,” Krishnan said.

NEW DELHI

Heavy rains 
Rain lashed parts of 

northern India on Tues-
day, triggering landslides 
and flash floods in the 
Himalayan states while 
bringing national capital 
Delhi to a standstill.

The IMD has forecast 
above-normal rainfall 
over northwest and cen-
tral India in the next 4-5 
days, fairly widespread 
rainfall in eastern India 
in the next 5-6 days, and 
isolated to scattered 
rainfall across Arunachal 
Pradesh, Nagaland, 
Manipur, Mizoram & 
Tripura, and the southern 
peninsula. The Himala-
yan states of Uttarakhand 
and Himachal Pradesh 
were among the worst 
affected. In Himachal, 
moderate to heavy rains 
caused landslides in 
Chamba district, where 
about a dozen vehicles 
and many houses were 
buried in debris. How-
ever, no loss of life has 
been reported so far.

NEW DELHI

Universal 
screening

Experts on Tuesday 
called for universal 
screening, adult immu-
nisation and stronger 
maternal healthcare 
to help eliminate viral 
hepatitis as a public 
health threat in India by 
2030, saying the country 
already has the vaccines, 
diagnostics and treat-
ment needed to achieve 
the goal. According to 
the Illness to Wellness 
Foundation, the recom-
mendations were made 
at the second edition of 
its conference on “Pre-
vention, Diagnosis and 
Treatment for Hepati-
tis”, organised on the 
occasion of World Hep-
atitis Day. Former Union 
Health Secretary Rajesh 
Bhushan said India has 
made meaningful prog-
ress through the National 
Viral Hepatitis Control 
Programme .

‘Release detained minors 
without criminal records’

Top Court may form SIT led by ex-judge.

LS takes up debate on 
anti-paper leak Bill

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The Cock-
roach Janta Party (CJP) 
on Tuesday warned of 
launching a fresh nation-
wide agitation if the gov-
ernment failed to honour 
its commitment to with-
draw FIRs against pro-
testers and prevent any 
punitive action, alleging 
that the Supreme Court’s 

recent interim order 
could be used to target 
students.

In a statement, CJP 
chief spokesperson Sau-
rav Das said Direction 

No 4 in the apex court’s 
interim order in a batch 
of PILs related to the CJP 
protest, which permits 
governments to proceed 
with existing FIRs and 
investigations, was con-
trary to the assurances 
given by the Centre dur-
ing talks that led to the 
end of the 36-day agita-
tion.

“This direction stands 

in direct contradiction 
to the solemn assurance 
and guarantee extended 
by the Government of 
India to the youth of this 
nation on July 25, namely, 
that the FIRs would be 
withdrawn and that 
no protester would be 
directly or indirectly tar-
geted for participating in 
the peaceful movement,” 
Das said.

|  F R E S H  P R O T E S T  W A R N E D  |

‘Supreme Court interim order 
undermines govt assurances’

|  LANCET STUDY  | 

One-fifth teens risk substance use
Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: A study that 
looked at over 6,000 
teenagers from across 108 
schools in India has found 
that over a fifth might be 
at moderate-to-high risk 
of substance use.

Published in The 
Lancet Regional Health-
Southeast Asia journal, 
the study was conducted 
in government and pri-
vate schools across six 
districts -- Gorakhpur 

in Uttar Pradesh, Assa-
m’s Kamrup, Nagpur in 
Maharashtra, Rajkot in 
Gujarat), Jharkhand’s 
Deoghar, and Puduch-
erry.

“Overall, 21.4 per 
cent of adolescents were 
reported as having mod-

erate (or) high substance 
use risk, including 10.3 
per cent with moderate 
risk and 11.1 per cent with 
high risk. The remain-
ing adolescents (78.6 per 
cent) were reported as 

low risk,” authors, includ-
ing those from All India 
Institute of Medical Sci-
ences (AIIMS) Gorakhpur 
and JIPMER, Puduch-
erry, wrote. Schools from 
Guwahati and Deoghar 
were found to have the 
highest proportion of 
adolescents in the high-
risk and moderate-risk 
categories, while those in 
Nagpur and Puducherry 
were characterised by 
predominantly low-risk 
profiles.

NUMBER

21.4
z 21.4% adolescents 
face moderate to high 
substance risk.

44.73 cr Ayushman cards generated
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Students removed, 
but questions remain 
unanswered.

NEW DELHI:   Taking a 
swipe at Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, Congress 
MP Priyanka Gandhi Vadra 
on Tuesday said if he wants 
to win over the Gen Z then 
videos changing camera 
angles won’t help as this 
generation has the enor-
mous ability to identify 
“lies”. Participating in a 
discussion in Lok Sabha 
on ‘The Public Examina-

tion (Prevention of Unfair 
Means) Amendment Bill 
2026’, the Congress gen-
eral secretary said the 
government needs to take 
concrete steps by taking all 
stakeholders along to put 
a new education system in 
place. “If you want to win 
over the Gen Z, then mak-
ing videos with different 

camera angles will not help. 
The prime minister needs 
to change the angle of his 
heart, not the angle of cam-
eras,” she said. “Injustice 
has been done with youths 
under your government, 
accept the truth. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
must take responsibility,” 
she said. Slamming the 
government for using force 
against the protesting stu-
dents, Priyanka Gandhi said 
Modi and Home Minister 
Shah must answer as to 
who authorised the use of 
“pellet guns” and “AK-47s” 
on protesting students.

‘PM needs to change 
angle of his heart’

|  B I L A T E R A L  T I E S  |

India-China stress border peace
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Raipur Centre and state 
governments have failed 

on every front.
Bhupesh Baghel

Former CM
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Gyaneshwari’s 
medal makes 
CG proud
RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh 
Tourism and Culture 
Minister Rajesh Agrawal 
has congratulated state 
weightlifter Gyanesh-
wari Yadav for winning 
the silver medal in the 
women’s 53kg category 
at the Commonwealth 
Games, describing her 
achievement as a mat-
ter of immense pride 
for both the state and 
the nation. Gyaneshwari 
secured the silver medal 
with a total lift of 199 kg, 
registering 88 kg in the 
snatch and 111 kg in the 
clean and jerk.

Central Chronicle News

Kashyap reviews 
cooperative banks, 
prioritizes farmers 
and transparency.

RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh 
Cooperation Minister 
Kedar Kashyap on Tues-
day chaired a high-level 
review meeting with the 
chairpersons and senior 
office-bearers of the 
Chhattisgarh Apex Bank 
and District Cooperative 
Central Banks, stressing 
the need to strengthen 
the cooperative sector 
and improve banking ser-
vices for farmers across 
the state. The meeting was 
held at the minister’s res-
idence-cum-office in Nava 

Raipur.
During the meet-

ing, Minister Kashyap 
reviewed the functioning 
of cooperative banks and 
directed officials to ensure 
that farmers receive bet-
ter, transparent, and 
modern banking facilities. 
He emphasized that the 
benefits of various gov-
ernment welfare schemes 
should reach every eligi-
ble beneficiary in a timely, 
efficient, and completely 
transparent manner.

The review also 

focused on expanding 
digital banking services 
and improving the opera-
tional efficiency of coop-
erative banks. Participants 
discussed several mea-
sures to modernize bank-
ing operations, enhance 
accountability, and make 

cooperative institutions 
more responsive to pub-
lic needs. Suggestions 
were also presented to 
strengthen governance, 
improve customer ser-
vices, and increase the 
effectiveness of the coop-
erative banking network 
across the state.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Kashyap said the state 
government remains com-
mitted to the economic 
empowerment of farmers 
and the overall develop-
ment of rural areas. He 
described the cooperative 
system as the backbone 
of the rural economy 
and said strengthening 
cooperative institutions 
continues to be one of 
the government’s highest  
priorities. 

Modern banking vision 
for cooperatives: Kashyap

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR:  Amity University 
Chhattisgarh (AUC) has 
earned global recognition 
after its students, Pari Jain 
of the Amity Institute of 
Information Technology 
(AIIT) and Deepjyoti Saha 
of the Amity School of 
Engineering & Technology 
(ASET), secured a place 
among the Top 50 Teams 
Worldwide in Phase 2 of the 
IEEE HardwAIre Challenge 
2026. The IEEE HardwAIre 
Challenge is an interna-
tional innovation compe-
tition that brings together 

students and researchers 
to develop advanced solu-
tions combining artificial 
intelligence and hardware 
technologies for real-world 
applications. The AUC 
team’s selection reflects 
its technical expertise, 
innovative thinking and 
interdisciplinary approach. 
Vice-Chancellor Prof. (Dr.) 

Piyush Kant Pandey con-
gratulated the students, 
saying the achievement 
highlights the universi-
ty’s growing culture of 
research, innovation and 
interdisciplinary learning. 
He praised their dedica-
tion and encouraged them 
to prepare with greater 
focus for the next stage of 

the global competition. 
Prof. Pandey also appreci-
ated faculty mentor Nisha 
Rathore for guiding the 
students and emphasized 
the crucial role of mentor-
ship in transforming inno-
vative ideas into globally 
competitive technological 
solutions. The university 
congratulated the team 
and expressed confidence 
in their continued success, 
stating that the achieve-
ment further strengthens 
AUC’s commitment to pro-
moting AI, emerging tech-
nologies, research and stu-
dent-led innovation.

AUC students among global top 50 teams

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The Raipur 
Municipal Corporation 
(RMC) has launched a 
major crackdown on 
unauthorized outdoor 
advertisements and shop 
branding by implement-
ing the Outdoor Adver-
tisement Policy-2024. The 
new regulations apply to 
shopkeepers, advertising 
agencies, political parties, 
social and religious orga-
nizations, and educational 
institutions, with violators 
facing hefty fines through 
an e-challan system. Under 
the revised rules, shop-
keepers are permitted to 
display only the name of 
their establishment and 
the proprietor on shop 
signboards. Prior approval 
from the Municipal Corpo-
ration is now mandatory 
for displaying company or 
brand names, promotional 
offers, discount boards, 

LED displays, or any 
other advertising material 
on commercial estab-
lishments. Officials have 
warned that unauthorized 
branding, sale notices, 
offer boards, LED screens, 
and promotional displays 
will attract penalties of 
up to Rs 50,000. The 
civic body said the move 
aims to regulate outdoor 
advertising and improve 
the city’s visual landscape. 
The corporation has also 
tightened norms for out-
door advertisements. 
Hoardings installed with-
out prior permission will 
invite a minimum pen-
alty of Rs 1 lakh, while 
unauthorized bulb-based 
advertisements will be 
fined Rs 10,000 per event. 

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: A special aware-
ness programme on 
‘Stress Management and 
Nature Conservation’ 
was organised at the 
ICAR-National Institute 
of Biotic Stress Manage-
ment (NIBSM) under the 
‘Eco Care and Disaster 
Management’ national 
campaign of the Scien-
tists and Engineers Wing 
of the Brahma Kumaris. 
The event focused on pro-
moting mental well-be-
ing alongside environ-
mental responsibility. 
The keynote address was 
delivered by Dr. Piyush 
Goyal, senior Rajyogi of 

the Brahma Kumaris and 
Delhi Zonal Coordinator 
of the Scientists and Engi-
neers Wing. Speaking on 
the importance of inner 
strength, he said true resil-
ience comes from mental 
balance and self-aware-
ness. He emphasized that 
only a mentally strong 
individual can effectively 
face life’s challenges and 
external disasters.

Sharing practical tips 
on stress management, 
Dr. Goyal encouraged 
participants to recog-
nize their strengths, 
appreciate themselves, 
and maintain a positive 
outlook. He said pure 
and elevated thoughts 
enhance mental energy, 
reduce stress, and help 
people lead balanced and 
fulfilling lives.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: To provide acces-
sible healthcare facilities to 
senior citizens, Usha Foun-
dation has launched a free 
general health check-up 
OPD at Sai Baba Eye Hos-
pital (SBH Hospital), New 
Rajendra Nagar, Raipur. 
The clinic will offer free 
health services including 
blood pressure monitor-
ing, blood sugar testing, 
eye check-ups, health con-
sultations, dental advice, 
physiotherapy support, 
weight management guid-
ance, and tips for healthy 
living.  The facility is avail-
able for citizens aged 60 
years and above during 
regular OPD hours on the 
first floor of SBH Hospi-
tal. Under the initiative, 
senior citizens will also 
receive special discounts 
on essential pathology 
tests. For elderly people 

who are unable to visit 
the hospital due to health 
issues, home-based pathol-
ogy sample collection will 
be provided for a limited 
number of beneficiaries, 
with expenses covered 
by Usha Foundation. A 
nominal registration fee of 
Rs 50 will be applicable. 
Speaking on the occasion, 
Dr. Ashish Mahobia said 
senior citizens are valu-
able contributors to society 
and deserve care, respect, 
and dignity. He added 
that health awareness pro-
grams, free consultation 
camps, and other public 
welfare activities will be 
organized regularly under 
the campaign.

RMC tightens rules 
on Shop branding

NIBSM hosts Eco Care awareness session

Free Health  
Clinic launched for 
Senior Citizens 

FASTFACTS

z Minister stresses 
transparent, modern 
cooperative banking 
services.
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RAIPUR: Collector Dr. 
Gaurav Singh spear-
headed a District Level 
Monitoring Committee 
meeting at the Red Cross 
Building to streamline 
the execution of the Prad-
han Mantri Fasal Bima 
Yojana for the upcom-
ing Kharif 2026 season. 
The Deputy Director of 
Agriculture presented 
detailed insights regard-
ing the implementation, 
monitoring, and account-
ability across various 
departments.

During the meeting, 
several key decisions 
were finalized to increase 
farmer participation. 
Collector Dr. Singh 
instructed all financial 
institutions to ensure a 
ten percent increase in 
insured farmers, cov-
ering both loanee and 
non-loanee categories, 
compared to the previous 
year. The Deputy Direc-

tor of Agriculture noted 
that specific targets have 
been assigned to Village 
Agricultural Extension 
Officers to enhance non
-loanee participation, 
with a strict enrollment 
deadline set for July 31, 
2026, to bring maximum 
farmers under the insur-
ance umbrella. To drive 
awareness, the imple-
menting insurance com-
pany, HDFC Ergo General 
Insurance, is observing 
Crop Insurance Month 
from July 1 to July 31. 
This initiative includes 
village-level farmer semi-

nars, block-level training 
sessions, and extensive 
print media outreach.

The Collector further 
directed that rural exten-
sion officers leverage 
cooperative societies to 
educate farmers on the 
benefits of crop insurance 
to minimize opt-outs and 
reduce the number of dis-
senting farmers. Empha-
sizing that reaching every 
eligible farmer is a pri-
mary objective, Dr. Singh 
urged all corresponding 
departments to fulfill 
their responsibilities with 
utmost dedication. 

Vinay selected as technical 
official for Commonwealth TT

World Hepatitis 
Day observed with 
seminars, camps

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Vinay Baisware, 
a member of the technical 
committee of the Table 
Tennis Federation of 
India and an international 
umpire, has been selected 
as a technical official for 
the 22nd Commonwealth 
Table Tennis Champi-
onship 2026, currently 
being held in Delhi from 
July 27 to August 2. The 
prestigious tournament 
commenced yesterday 
at the Thyagaraj Stadium 
in New Delhi, witness-
ing participation from 
players and delegates 

representing twenty-five 
Commonwealth nations. 
The competition features 
seven distinct catego-
ries, including men team, 
women team, men sin-
gles, women singles, men 
doubles, women doubles, 
and mixed doubles events. 

Baisware brings extensive 
experience to the role, 
having previously served 
actively as a technical 
official in numerous inter-
national tournaments. A 
resident of Raipur and an 
employee of the Life Insur-
ance Corporation of India 
divisional office, he also 
serves as the vice president 
of the Chhattisgarh Table 
Tennis Association as an 
accomplished interna-
tional umpire and player. 
His notable selection has 
drawn widespread appre-
ciation and congratulatory 
messages from prominent 
sports figures.

Central Chronicle News

Focus on increas-
ing Hepatitis B and 
C testing to elimi-
nate the disease  
by 2030.

RAIPUR: Under the 
National Viral Hepati-
tis Control Program, 
World Hepatitis Day was 
observed in Raipur on 
Monday, adhering to 
instructions from District 
Collector Dr. Gaurav Singh 
and led by Chief Medi-
cal and Health Officer Dr. 
Mithilesh Choudhary.

Aligned with the World 
Health Organization’s 
theme, “Hepatitis: Let’s 
Cure It,” the initiative 
aims to increase diagnos-
tic testing for Hepatitis B 
and C to achieve complete 
elimination by 2030. Com-
memorative seminars took 
place at the Chief Medical 
and Health Officer’s office, 
alongside free screening 
camps, vaccination drives, 
and awareness rallies 
across all government hos-
pitals, community health 
centers, medical colleges, 
and civil hospitals in the 
district.

Chief Medical and 
Health Officer Dr. Mithilesh 
Choudhary highlighted 
that unsafe injections, 
needle stick injuries, and 
delayed diagnoses can lead 
to severe conditions such 
as liver cirrhosis and liver 
cancer. He strongly recom-
mended routine hepatitis 
screenings for all pregnant 
women and timely Hepati-
tis B vaccination for new-
borns within twenty-four 
hours of birth.

IDSP Nodal Officer 
Dr. Vimal Kishore Rai 
explained the transmission 
vectors, noting that Hepati-
tis A and E spread through 
contaminated water and 
food, whereas Hepatitis B 
and C transmit via infected 
blood, unsafe injections, 
and unprotected inti-
mate contact. He empha-
sized that Hepatitis B is  
preventable through  
available vaccines, proper 
sanitation, and safe 
hygiene practices.

Central Chronicle News

NHRC Special 
Monitor Prof. 
Kanhaiya Tripathi 
visited IIM Raipur 
to discuss human 
rights and gender 
sensitisation.

RAIPUR: The Indian Insti-
tute of Management Rai-
pur recently hosted Pro-
fessor Kanhaiya Tripathi, 
Special Monitor for the 
National Human Rights 
Commission (NHRC) 
under the Government 
of India, for an enrich-
ing consultative meeting 
dedicated to advancing 
human rights awareness 
and gender sensitisation 
within higher education. 

During his visit, Pro-
fessor Tripathi engaged 
in comprehensive discus-
sions with key academic 

leaders including Pro-
fessor Sanjeev Prashar, 
D i r e c t o r - i n - C h a r g e , 
alongside Professor M 
Ramkumar, Chairperson 
for Student Affairs, and 
Professor Ashapurna 
Baruah, Chairperson of 
SAKSHAM, the institute 
dedicated committee 
handling sexual harass-
ment prevention, equal-
ity, justice, and social 
responsibility. The dis-
tinguished gathering also 
welcomed campus war-
dens, the Chief Adminis-
trative Officer, and aca-
demic deans to deliberate 
on elevating institutional 
standards and embed-

ding ethical core values 
into campus life.

Expressing his appre-
ciation for the campus 
atmosphere, Professor 
Tripathi emphasized that 
premiere educational 
institutions carry the 
profound responsibility 
of shaping empathetic 
and socially conscious 
citizens alongside aca-
demic brilliance. He 
commended the proac-
tive measures taken by 
IIM Raipur to establish 
a secure, inclusive, and 
rights-conscious ecosys-
tem that benefits every 
student, faculty member, 
and staff associate. 

In response, Professor 
Sanjeev Prashar reiter-
ated that modern man-
agement education must 
remain deeply rooted 
in human dignity, social 
accountability, and 
mutual respect, noting 
that continuous collab-
oration with national 
bodies like the National 
Human Rights Commis-
sion significantly empow-
ers the institute internal 
framework.

|   H U M A N  R I G H T S  V I S I T   |

NHRC special monitor visits IIM-R 
to promote inclusive excellence

Monitoring committee finalizes 
crop insurance strategies

FAST FACTS
z Discussions focused 
on strengthening 
awareness programs, 
workplace dignity, and 
the Prevention of Sexual 
Harassment framework.

zIIM Raipur reaffirmed 
its commitment to 
building an inclusive, 
values-driven, and 
socially responsible 
campus environment.

NEWSLINE

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: AIIMS Raipur 
successfully conducted 
Chhattisgarh’s first State-
level Mass Casualty Man-
agement Provider Course 
for government medical 
colleges from 24 to 26 July 
2026. Organized by the 
Department of Trauma 
& Emergency in collab-
oration with the Union 
Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare, JPN Apex 
Trauma Centre AIIMS 
New Delhi, and the WHO 
Collaborating Centre, the 
three-day programme 
aimed to strengthen 
disaster preparedness in 

the healthcare system.
The training brought 

together faculty, nurs-
ing officers, and hospi-
tal administrators from 
AIIMS Raipur, Pt. JNM 
Medical College, govern-
ment medical colleges in 
Durg and Rajnandgaon, 
and CIMS Bilaspur. Key 

sessions featured repre-
sentatives from the State 
Health Department and 
State Disaster Manage-
ment Authority discuss-
ing the Health Emer-
gency Operations Centre 
and the integration of 
BHISHM Cubes into local 
disaster response mech-

anisms. Executive Direc-
tor and CEO Lt. Gen. 
Ashok Jindal stated that 
the institute is commit-
ted to developing into a 
center of excellence for 
disaster medicine and 

emergency prepared-
ness. Medical Superin-
tendent Prof. Debendra 
K. Tripathy emphasized 
that regular training and 
simulations are vital for 
institutional readiness. 
Deputy Director Lt Col 
Dharamveer Singh Chau-
han noted that BHISHM 
Cubes will serve as cru-
cial emergency assets 
and training tools. Led 
by Dr. Sanjeev Bhoi from 
AIIMS New Delhi and 
executed by Dr. Naman 
Agrawal along with their 
team, the programme 
establishes AIIMS Raipur 
as the state’s designated 
Master Trainer Institute.

 | DISASTER PREPAREDNESS TRAINING  | 

AIIMS-R launches disaster management training

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Chief Minister 
Vishnu Deo Sai addressed 
the closing session of the 
first-ever Sports Conclave 
in Raipur, emphasizing 
the state administration’s 
commitment to advanc-
ing sports and nurturing 
athletic talent. Organized 
by the Sports and Youth 
Welfare Department, the 
high-profile event gathered 
prominent sports admin-
istrators, policy makers, 
sports scientists, national 
coaches, and expert del-
egates from across the 
nation to deliberate on stra-
tegic roadmaps for infra-
structure development, tal-
ent scouting, and advanced 
training frameworks within 
Chhattisgarh.

Sai highlighted that 
dedicated and compre-
hensive efforts are actively 
underway to elevate the 
state’s sporting landscape. 
To reinforce this objective, 
the government has allo-
cated a substantial financial 
provision of one hundred 
crore rupees in the current 
annual budget specifically 
targeted at the Utkrisht 
Khel Mission for strength-
ening sports infrastructure. 
Furthermore, the adminis-
tration recently cleared an 
official roster comprising 
one hundred and fifty-six 
outstanding athletes across 
the region who will receive 
designated employment 

benefits to secure their 
professional futures. The 
Chief Minister noted that 
massive regional initiatives 
such as the Bastar Olym-
pics and Surguja Olympics, 
alongside the hosting of 
the inaugural Khelo India 
Tribal Games, success-
fully engaged hundreds of 

thousands of local youths, 
offering them unprece-
dented competitive plat-
forms. The Khelo India 
Tribal Games witnessed 
exceptional performances 
from the host contingent, 
resulting in a total haul of 
nineteen medals, which 
included three gold, ten 
silver, and six bronze 
medals. Deputy Chief 

Minister and Minister for 
Sports and Youth Welfare 
Arun Sao, who also par-
ticipated in the proceed-
ings, underscored that the 
collective insights, expert 
recommendations, and 
definitive conclusions 
drawn during the rigorous 
day-long deliberations will 
directly shape a robust 
and practical action plan. 

CM Sai attends Ch’garh’s 
first sports conclave

Encouraging grant distributed to state medal winners of  
the Khelo India Tribal Games

FASTFACTS

z  Serious efforts 
are underway in 
Chhattisgarh to 
promote sports and 
athletes; Rs 100 crore 
provision made this 
year for the Utkrisht 
Khel Mission: Sai

zAn effective action 
plan will be formulated 
by incorporating 
the suggestions and 
conclusions of  
the Conclave:  
Dy CM Arun Sao

FASTFACTS

z  Citizens urged 
to seek testing 
and treatment 
upon experiencing 
symptoms like jaundice 
or fever.
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Collector 
reviews govt 
schemes and 
grievances
RAIPUR: Collector Dr. Gau-
rav Singh chaired a time-
limit meeting at the Red 
Cross auditorium to review 
the execution of priority 
government schemes and 
the resolution of public 
grievances across various 
district departments. The 
Collector reviewed pend-
ing cases registered on 
the PG portal one by one, 
expressing displeasure 
over the lack of expected 
progress in project coordi-
nation and directing offi-
cials to take immediate cor-
rective action. Discussions 
also focused on unresolved 
applications submitted 
through the Collector Call 
Center and the Chief Min-
ister’s Jandarshan, with Dr. 
Singh emphasizing that all 
pending matters must be 
resolved within strict time 
frames.

Reviewing the progress 
of Ayushman Card gener-
ation and account correc-
tions under the PM Kisan 
Samman Nidhi scheme, 
the Collector called for a 
special campaign to ensure 
eligible beneficiaries 
receive benefits promptly. 
He instructed officials to 
complete the implementa-
tion of the Pradhan Mantri 
Svamitva Yojana across all 
villages on schedule and 
expedite the processing 
of beneficiaries identified 
through drone surveys. 
Furthermore, he directed 
the swift completion of 
budgeting work for farm-
ers and the prompt redres-
sal of complaints received 
via the Chief Minister’s 
Helpline.

Incentive grants, cash rewards distributed 
to medal-winning athletes and teams

In recognition of these remarkable athletic 
feats, the state government disbursed vital incen-
tive checks to the winning competitors and per-
forming teams. Individual gold medalists received 
Rs 2 lakh each, silver medalists were awarded Rs 
1 lakh 50 thousand each, and bronze medalists 
secured Rs 1 lakh each.  Additionally, significant 
cash rewards were distributed to team sports, fea-
turing Rs 22 lakh for the gold-winning women foot-
ball squad, sixteen and a half lakh rupees for the 
silver-winning men football squad, and Rs 9 lakh 
for the bronze-winning men hockey team.

“Preparedness 
is built through 
trained people, 
strong systems 
and sustained 
collaboration.”

Lt. Gen. Ashok Jindal (retd.) 
Executive Director  

and CEO, AIIMS Raipur

SCRAP FINE

DRAIN CLEARANCE

RMC fines 
scrap shop

Illegal structures 
on drain  razed

RAIPUR: The health 
department of Raipur 
Municipal Corporation 
Zone 10 conducted a sur-
prise inspection of the 
sanitation arrangements 
at Om Traders, a scrap 
shop located near Med-
ishine Hospital in Amli-
dih under Dr. Rajendra 
Prasad Ward Number 52. 
The inspection was car-
ried out following pub-
lic grievances regarding 
cleanliness, acting on 
the directives of Munic-
ipal Corporation Com-
missioner Sambit Mishra 
and under the guidance 
of Zone 10 Commissioner 
Moneshwar Sharma. Dur-
ing the surprise inspec-
tion, significant filth was 
found at the premises, 
and violations of solid 
waste management rules 
were confirmed. 

RAIPUR: Raipur Municipal 
Corporation Zone 6 Health 
Department carried out a 
major anti-encroachment 
drive on July 28, 2026, 
removing approximately 
twenty illegal structures 
built over a drain from 
Bhairav Nagar to Boriya 
Road in Ward Number 60. 
Executed under the direc-
tives of Mayor Meenal Chou-
bey and Commissioner 
Sambit Mishra, and guided 
by Zone 6 Commissioner 
Hitendra Yadav, the opera-
tion was conducted in the 
presence of Ward corpora-
tor Ramesh Sapha and Zone 
Health Officer Aadivya Haz-
ari. The unauthorized plat-
forms over the drain had 
severely obstructed regu-
lar sanitation and cleaning 
work, creating a high risk 
of waterlogging during the 
monsoon season. Utilizing 
JCB machines, municipal 
teams demolished the ille-
gal constructions to clear 
the obstructions, subse-
quently dredging the drain 
and hauling away roughly 
three dumpers worth of 
accumulated silt and debris, 
thereby ensuring effective 
flood prevention for local 
residents.

Raipur News



Resignation tendered 
under threat invalid : HC 
Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR: The Chhat-
tisgarh High Court has 
upheld a Single Bench 
ruling that a resignation 
submitted under threat 
or coercion cannot be 
treated as legally valid 
unless the employer first 
verifies that it was given 
voluntarily. The Division 
Bench comprising Chief 
Justice Ramesh Sinha and 
Justice Ravindra Kumar 
Agrawal dismissed an 
appeal filed by Chouk-
sey Engineering College 
against the earlier judg-
ment directing reinstate-
ment of an assistant pro-
fessor with back wages 
and other consequential 
service benefits.

The court observed 
that when an employee 
specifically mentions in 
a resignation letter that it 
has been submitted under 
threat or pressure, the 
employer is legally bound 
to examine the circum-
stances before accepting 
it. The Bench said that 
merely accepting such 
a resignation without 
conducting any inquiry 
violates the principles of 
fairness and due process. 
According to the judg-
ment, the college manage-
ment failed to investigate 
the employee’s allegation 
that the resignation had 
been obtained under 
coercion. The court noted 
that no effort was made 
to ascertain whether 
the resignation reflected 

the employee’s free and 
independent decision. 
The Division Bench also 
ruled that affidavits sub-
mitted later by colleagues 
accused of exerting pres-
sure could not rectify the 
employer’s earlier failure 
to verify the allegations 
before accepting the resig-
nation. Such documents, 
the court said, could not 
substitute a timely and 
proper inquiry into the 
complaint. Finding no 
legal error in the earlier 
decision, the Division 
Bench upheld the Single 
Bench order, declaring 
the acceptance of the res-
ignation invalid. The court 
affirmed that reinstate-
ment of the employee 
along with back wages 
and all consequential 
service benefits was the 
appropriate legal remedy. 

Central Chronicle News

Collector listened to 
public grievances and 
directed officials to 
ensure prompt reso-
lution through coordi-
nated action.

BILASPUR: A large num-
ber of villagers from far-
flung areas assembled 
in the wekly Jandarshan 
program  at the district 
collectorate. Collec-
tor Sanjay Agrawal lis-
tened to their grievances 
patiently and instructed 
concerned officials to 
take immediate action 
on complaints requiring 
urgent attention. Resi-
dents from both urban 
and rural areas submit-
ted applications related 
to personal and commu-
nity issues. Municipal 
Commissioner Prakash 
Kumar Sarve and Addi-
tional District Magistrate 
Shiv Kumar Banerjee also 
interacted with citizens 

and reviewed their griev-
ances.

Among the applicants, 
Hira Bai, a ward mem-
ber from Darrabhantha 
Gram Panchayat, com-
plained that she had not 

received her honorarium 
for the past ten months, 
although other ward 
members had already 
been paid. The Collector 
directed officials to ver-
ify the matter and ensure 
appropriate action.

Villagers from Par-
sakapa in Takhatpur 
alleged that a govern-
ment land had been ille-
gally occupied through 
permanent construction 
and that a septic tank was 
being built close to a pub-
lic hand pump, posing a 
threat to drinking water 

quality. They sought 
immediate intervention 
to stop the construction.

Aniket Kumar Bare 
of Ratanpur requested 
an inquiry after his loan 
application remained 
pending with the State 
Bank of India branch 
despite repeated sub-
missions since 2024. 
Meghnath Suryavanshi 
of Belmundi alleged that 
coal ash dumped on a 
neighbouring field had 
washed into his farmland 
during rains, damaging 
crops.

Other complaints 
included exclusion from 
the permanent waiting 
list under Pradhan Man-
tri Awas Yojana-Gramin 
2.0 despite eligibility and 
alleged tampering of land 
records. The Collector 
directed all concerned 
departments to investi-
gate the complaints thor-
oughly and ensure timely 
redressal in accordance 
with established proce-
dures.

| JANDARSHAN  |

Prompt action be ensured on 
public grievances : Collector

Municipal engineers protest 
MIC member’s harsh remark
Central Chronicle News

Municipal engineers 
demanded respectful 
workplace conduct 
after controversial 
remarks during an 
official meeting.

 
BILASPUR:  Engineers of 
the Bilaspur Municipal 
Corporation have submit-
ted a memorandum to 
the Collector, Mayor and 
Municipal Commissioner 
protesting an alleged 
derogatory remark made 
by Mayor-in-Council 
(MIC) member Bandhu 
Maurya during an official 
meeting. They requested 
appropriate action, stat-
ing that the comment 
had hurt the morale and 
dignity of the entire engi-
neering cadre.

According to the mem-
orandum, the incident 
occurred during the May-
or-in-Council meeting 
held on July 24, where 
the MIC member alleg-
edly referred to engineers 
as “cheats.” The engi-
neers said the remark 

exceeded the limits of 
constructive criticism 
and unfairly questioned 
the honesty, integrity 
and professional conduct 
of all engineers working 
in the Municipal Corpo-
ration. They described 
the language as inap-
propriate for an official 
institutional forum. The 
memorandum explained 
that municipal engi-
neers perform a wide 
range of responsibilities 
beyond supervising con-
struction projects. Their 

duties include preparing 
surveys and estimates, 
managing tenders, moni-
toring quality standards, 
issuing utility certificates, 
granting building per-
missions, taking action 
against encroachments, 
maintaining water sup-
ply, drainage and street 
lighting systems, han-
dling disaster manage-
ment responsibilities, 
performing election-re-
lated duties and address-
ing public grievances.

The engineers also 
pointed out that delays in 
development works often 
occur because of factors 
such as land availability, 
administrative approv-
als, financial constraints 
and coordination among 
different departments 
rather than negligence by 
engineering staff. 

FASTFACTS

z Officials received 
immediate instructions 
to investigate 
complaints and initiate 
necessary corrective 
measures without 
delay.

RACKET

Gambling 
racket busted
BILASPUR: Bilaspur 
police raided an ille-
gal gambling den and 
arrested several persons 
allegedly involved in bet-
ting activities. Acting on 
specific information, the 
police team conducted 
the operation and seized 
cash, playing cards, 
mobile phones and other 
materials used for gam-
bling. A case was regis-
tered under the relevant 
provisions of the Chhat-
tisgarh Gambling Act. 

Officials said the 
accused were operating 
the gambling activity 
from a rented premises 
and had been under 
police watch following 
complaints from local 
residents. The arrested 
persons were produced 
before the court after 
completion of legal for-
malities. Police said sim-
ilar enforcement drives 
are continuing across 
the district to curb ille-
gal gambling and other 
unlawful activities. 

THEFT

 Two accused 
held in theft
BILASPUR: Bilaspur police 
arrested two men in con-
nection with a house 
theft case and recovered 
stolen cash, gold jewel-
lery and electronic items 
during the investigation. 
The theft was reported 
after the owner returned 
home and found valuables 
missing. Police formed a 
special team and analysed 
CCTV footage from nearby 
areas along with technical 
evidence to identify the 
suspects. During question-
ing, both accused alleg-
edly confessed to their 
involvement in the crime, 
leading to the recovery of 
most of the stolen prop-
erty. Police also seized 
the motorcycle used dur-
ing the offence. Officials 
said the accused had been 
under surveillance after 
their movements matched 
information gathered 
during the investigation. 
They have been produced 
before a local court and 
remanded to judicial cus-
tody. Police are verifying 
whether the accused were 
involved in other property 
offences reported in the 
district. Authorities said 
the timely recovery of the 
stolen property was pos-
sible because of prompt 
investigation and pub-
lic cooperation. Further 
investigation is continuing 
to identify any additional 
accomplices and recover 
the remaining stolen arti-
cles. 

ARREST

Youth arrested 
with illegal 
liquor

NEWSLINE

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR:  Nearly ten 
months after departmental 
action began in the alleged 
Rs 30-lakh fake medi-
cal reimbursement case 
involving a teacher from 
Bilha block, no First Infor-
mation Report (FIR) has 
been registered, raising 
questions over the delay 
in initiating criminal pro-
ceedings.

According to official 
sources, teacher Sadhelal 
Patel allegedly attempted 
to obtain fraudulent medi-

cal reimbursement by sub-
mitting forged and altered 
medical bills in the names 
of his wife, who is a head-
mistress, his deceased 
brother-in-law and another 
relative. The alleged fraud 
was detected during scru-
tiny before any payment 
was released, preventing 

financial loss to the govern-
ment. Following the detec-
tion of the irregularities, 
the education department 
suspended both Patel 
and his wife and initiated 
departmental disciplinary 
proceedings. Authorities 
also directed that a police 
complaint be filed so that 
criminal action could be 
taken in the matter.How-
ever, despite the passage of 
several months, the police 
have not registered an 
FIR. Bilha Block Education 
Officer Bhupendra Kau-
shik said that all relevant 

documents, records and 
statements have already 
been submitted to the 
police. He stated that fur-
ther action would be taken 

after receiving guidance 
from senior authorities. 
The continued delay has 
led to questions over the 
pace of the investigation 
and whether the criminal 
aspect of the case is being 
pursued effectively. It has 
also triggered speculation 
regarding Patel’s possible 
reinstatement and future 
posting, with some raising 
concerns about whether 
any such decision would 
comply with departmental 
rules governing employees 
who were earlier placed 
under suspension.

| FAKE BILL  | 

No FIR yet in Rs 30-lakh fake medical bill case
City police crack mobile 
snatching case, three held
Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR:  Tarbahar 
police, with the assis-
tance of the Anti-Crime 
and Cyber Unit (ACCU), 
have solved a mobile 
phone snatching case 
reported from the Old 
Bus Stand area by arrest-
ing one accused and 
apprehending two juve-
niles. Police recovered 
the stolen mobile phone 
and the scooter used in 
the crime, while another 
accused is still abscond-
ing. The incident took 
place on July 13 when 

Kishore Kumar Singh 
was walking near the Dis-
trict Hospital while talk-
ing on his mobile phone. 
According to police, a 
group of accused arrived 
on a scooter, snatched 
the phone and escaped 
from the spot. 

During the investiga-
tion, police examined 
CCTV footage and used 
technical evidence to 
identify the suspects. 
Investigators were able 
to trace the accused 
even though the scoo-
ter’s registration number 
had been concealed.

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR: Collector San-
jay Agrawal has directed 
district officials to ensure 
timely implementation 
of priority government 
programmes, stressing 
that targets under the 
Agristack farmer regis-
tration initiative must be 
achieved by every coop-
erative society without 
exception. Chairing the 
weekly Time Limit (TL) 
meeting on Monday, 
the Collector reviewed 
the progress of various 
welfare schemes and 
development projects 
and instructed depart-
ments to maintain qual-
ity while completing 
assigned tasks within 
fixed deadlines. Review-
ing preparations for the 
third phase of the Vande 
Mataram Campaign, 
scheduled from August 
7 to August 15, the Col-
lector instructed officials 
to complete all arrange-
ments well in advance. 

He said patriotic pro-
grammes would be orga-
nised from the Gram 
Panchayat level to the 
district headquarters and 
directed departments 
to upload photographs 
and activity reports of 
every event on the cam-
paign portal. During the 
review of the School Edu-

cation Department, the 
Collector instructed offi-
cials to ensure complete 
distribution of bicycles, 
uniforms and textbooks 
to students by July 30. 
Officials informed the 
meeting that bicycles are 
being distributed to 9,875 
girl students under the 
Saraswati Cycle Distri-
bution Scheme this year. 

Around 250 students 
are yet to receive bicy-
cles, while nearly eight 
percent of students are 
awaiting textbooks. The 
first set of school uni-
forms has already been 
distributed, and supplies 
for the second set have 
begun reaching schools.

Reviewing the Chief 
Minister’s Helpline, the 
Collector emphasised 
that beneficiary satis-

faction should remain 
the primary indicator 
of grievance redressal. 
He instructed officers to 
communicate directly 
with complainants to 
ensure quicker and more 
effective resolution of 
pending cases.The Col-
lector also reviewed Agri-
stack registrations and 
noted that around 55,000 
farmers in the district are 
yet to be registered.

Farmers to get registered in 
Agristack portal :Collector

Collector reviewed key government programmes and directed officials to achieve targets 
through coordinated, timely, and accountable implementation across departments.

FASTFACTS

z Every cooperative 
society must complete 
Agristack farmer 
registration targets 
within the stipulated 
timeline.

zSchools must 
complete distribution 
of bicycles, uniforms, 
and textbooks before 
July thirty without 
delay.

BJP names 
new team for 
14 Mandals
BILASPUR: The Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) Bilas-
pur Rural has announced 
a new team of in-charges 
and co-in-charges for all 14 
mandals to strengthen its 
organisational structure at 
the grassroots level. The 
appointments are aimed 
at improving coordination 
and expanding the party’s 
reach up to the booth level.

The appointments were 
approved by state BJP 
president Kiran Singh Dev 
and state general secre-
tary Pawan Sai. Following 
their approval, BJP Bilas-
pur Rural district presi-
dent Mohit Jaiswal officially 
announced the new organi-
sational team.

As part of the restruc-
turing, district general sec-
retary S. Kumar Manhar 
has been appointed as the 
in-charge of the BJP Rural 
district headquarters. He 
will oversee coordination 
of organisational activi-
ties and ensure smooth 
implementation of party 
programmes across the dis-
trict.The newly appointed 
in-charges and co-in-
charges will work closely 
with local party workers 
to strengthen booth com-
mittees, improve commu-
nication with voters and 
increase public participa-
tion in organisational activ-
ities. Party leaders said the 
move is intended to make 
the organisation more 
active and better prepared 
for upcoming political 
and public outreach pro-
grammes.
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“The farmers are being made 
aware to get registered in 

Agri-stack portal  to avail the  
paddy procurement scheme 

this year.” 

Dharam Lal Kaushik  
MLA. Bilha

BILASPUR: Police arrested 
a youth during a vehi-
cle checking drive after 
recovering a large quan-
tity of country liquor 
being transported with-
out a valid licence. 

Acting on a tip-off, offi-
cers intercepted a motor-
cycle on the outskirts 
of Bilaspur and found 
several litres of liquor 
packed for illegal sale. 
The accused failed to 
produce any documents 
related to transporta-
tion or possession of the 
liquor. Police seized the 
liquor, the motorcycle 
and other materials con-
nected with the case. 

‘PM Surya Ghar’ to be geared up

The Collector expressed dissatisfaction over the 
slow progress of the Pradhan Mantri Surya Ghar 
Yojana and directed officials to accelerate imple-
mentation. Health officials informed the meeting 
that 23 malaria patients are currently undergoing 
treatment in the district. The Collector instructed 
the Health Department to intensify slide testing and 
ensure prompt screening and treatment of chil-
dren with fever in schools, hostels and anganwadi          
centres.

FASTFACTS

z Employers must 
verify voluntary 
intent before accepting 
disputed resignation 
letters from 
employees.

FASTFACTS

z Engineers sought 
administrative 
action to protect 
professional dignity 
and institutional work 
culture across.

“All documents 
and statements 

have been 
submitted to the 

police.” 
Bhupendra Kaushik  

BEO, Bilha 
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“The new  Bill  to prevent paper 
leak reaffirms govt’s commitment 

to safeguard the welfare of the 
students of this country.”   

Dr Jitendra Singh  
Union Minister    

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister Kiren 
Rijiju on Tuesday said the 
government was willing to 
extend the discussion on 
the Public Examinations 
(Prevention of Unfair 
Means) Amendment Bill, 
2026 to as long as 10 
hours, underscoring its 
readiness for a detailed 
debate on the proposed 
legislation. Speaking in 
the Lok Sabha, Rijiju said 
he had held consultations 
with leaders of major 
political parties, including 
the Congress, Samajwadi 
Party, DMK and NCP, 

who agreed to extend 
the initially scheduled six
-hour discussion by two 
hours. “I spoke with the 
leaders of all parties, the 
Congress Chief Whip, the 
Samajwadi Party Chief 
Whip, the DMK and the 
NCP, and everyone agreed 

to extend the six-hour 
discussion by two hours 
to make it eight hours,” 
he said. Rijiju added that 
the government had no 
objection to extending 
the debate even further 
if members required 
more time. “If more time 

is needed beyond eight 
hours, we are ready for 
a 10-hour discussion,” 
he said, adding that the 
matter could be decided 
in consultation with the 
Speaker and floor leaders.
Earlier, Union Minister 
of State for Personnel, 
Public Grievances and 
Pensions Jitendra Singh 
initiated the discussion 
on the Bill, describing it 
as a “milestone legisla-
tion” that reinforces the 
government’s commit-
ment to safeguarding the 
future of students and 
ensuring fairness in pub-
lic examinations. He said 
the amendment seeks 

to strengthen the Public 
Examinations (Preven-
tion of Unfair Means) Act, 
2024, India’s first dedi-
cated central law to curb 
paper leaks and organised 
examination malpractice, 
by enhancing the credi-
bility, transparency and 
integrity of the examina-
tion system.

Govt ready to extend discussion 
period on PEA Bill, says Rijiju 

Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju  said the govt is  ready to extend 
discussion on the Public Examinations Amendment Bill to 10 hours.

|  E A S Y  C O N N E C T    |

Press Trust Of India

PM  Narendra Modi  
met Pawan Chandana 
and Naga Bharath 
Daka, the founders of 
Skyroot Aerospace, 
and greeted them on 
successful Vikram-1 
mission 

NEW DELHI: PM Narendra 
Modi  met Pawan Chan-
dana and Naga Bharath 
Daka, the founders of 
Skyroot Aerospace, and 
congratulated them on 
the successful Vikram-1 
mission, describing the 

interaction as an engag-
ing discussion on India’s 
growing private space 
ecosystem.In a post on 
X, the Prime Minister said 
the success of Vikram-1 fea-
tured prominently in the 

conversation, along with 
discussions on the com-
pany’s journey and future 
plans. “A great interaction 
with Pawan Chandana and 
Naga Bharath Daka of Sky-
root Aerospace. 

PM greets Skyroot Aerospace 
founders for Vikram-1 mission

Employment 
allocation hiked
NEW DELHI: The Central 
Government has allocated 
a record Rs 95,692 crore 
for rural employment 
during the current finan-
cial year under the Viksit 
Bharat–Guarantee for Roz-
gar and Aajeevika Mission 
(Gramin) Act, 2025. Reply-
ing to a question in the 
Lok Sabha, Rural Devel-
opment Minister Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan said the 
enhanced allocation 
reflects the government’s 
commitment to improv-
ing livelihoods and creat-
ing durable assets in rural 
areas. The programme 
supports projects related 
to water conservation, 
land development.

Air India launches Easy Connect service 
from Amritsar to 27 global destinations
Press Trust Of India

AMRITSAR: Punjab has 
been connected with 27 
global destinations across 
North America, UK, 
Europe and Australia with 
the launch of Air India’s 
‘Easy Connect’ hub-and-
spoke model at Sri Guru 
Ram Dass Ji International 
Airport, Amritsar.

 Union Minister of 
Civil Aviation, Kinjarapu 
Ram Mohan Naidu who 
addressed the gathering 
virtually, said that statis-
tics show that approxi-
mately 150,000 passen-

gers travel from Amritsar 
to Delhi every year to 
catch international flights. 
Similarly, about 150,000 
passengers arrive in Delhi 
from abroad and then 
travel to Amritsar. He said 
the city will become the 
international gateway for 
North India. Major catch-
ment areas including Pun-

jab, Jammu & Kashmir, 
and Himachal Pradesh 
will connect through 
Amritsar. He said of the 
approximately 30 million 
Indians living abroad, 
nearly 10 million are Pun-
jabi and as air connectiv-
ity increases, Amritsar’s 
economy will directly 
benefit. Civil Aviation 
Secretary Samir Kumar 
Sinha who was part of the 
launch at Amritsar along 
with AAI Chairman Vipin 
Kumar said that the hub 
is an important scheme 
of the government for the 
aviation sector.

NEW DELHI

3 new criminal 
laws reviewed

The Central Govern-
ment has reiterated that 
the implementation of the 
three new criminal laws is 
progressing steadily across 
the country with active 
cooperation from states and 
Union Territories. In a writ-
ten reply in the Lok Sabha, 
the government said the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 
Bharatiya Nagarik Surak-
sha Sanhita and Bharatiya 
Sakshya Adhiniyam have 
replaced colonial-era laws 
with modern legal provi-
sions focused on speedy 
justice and greater use of 
technology. Digital evi-
dence management, foren-
sic investigations, online 
complaint registration 
and time-bound investiga-
tions are among the major 
reforms introduced under 
the new legal framework.

NEW DELHI

Hepatitis control 
strengthened

The Union Health Min-
istry marked World Hep-
atitis Day by highlighting 
the progress made under 
the National Viral Hepa-
titis Control Programme 
and reaffirming its com-
mitment to eliminating 
viral hepatitis as a public 
health threat. The ministry 
said free screening, diag-
nosis and treatment facil-
ities have been expanded 
across the country over 
the past eight years. Public 
awareness campaigns are 
being organised to encour-
age early testing, timely 
treatment and preventive 
healthcare practices.

GUWAHATI

Flood relief 
reviewed

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi reviewed the 
flood situation in Assam 
during a meeting with 
Members of Parliament 
from the state and assured 
all possible support from 
the Centre for relief and 
rehabilitation measures. 
Officials briefed the Prime 
Minister on the latest sit-
uation, including rescue 
operations, restoration of 
damaged infrastructure 
and assistance being pro-
vided to affected families. 
The Centre said it is work-
ing closely with the Assam 
Government, the National 
Disaster Response Force 
and other agencies to 
ensure timely relief distri-
bution and rehabilitation 
efforts. 

NEW DELHI

Space innovation 
encouraged

The Government has 
reiterated its commit-
ment to strengthening 
India’s rapidly growing 
space sector by encour-
aging greater participa-
tion from private com-
panies and startups. 
Civil Aviation Minister 
K. Rammohan Naidu 
recently met the found-
ers of Skyroot Aerospace 
and appreciated their 
contribution to India’s 
commercial space pro-
gramme. He said the 
success of Indian private 
space companies reflects 
the country’s growing 
technological capabili-
ties and innovation eco-
system. The minister 
noted that government 
reforms have opened 
new opportunities for 
startups in satellite 
launches.

HIGHLIGHT

z Speaking in the Lok 
Sabha, Rijiju said he 
had held consultations 
with leaders of major 
political parties for 
extension in time.

| SKYROOT   | 

| ELECTRIC SYSTEM     |

|  O D I S H A  F L O O D  |

Press Trust Of India

NANDED: Indian Rail-
ways has sanctioned the 
project worth 163 crore 
rupees for upgradation 
of the electric traction 
system on the Parb-
hani-Mudkhed double 
line section in Nanded 
Division of South Cen-
tral Railway. The proj-
ect includes conversion 
of the existing 1×25 kV 

electric traction system 
to a more advanced 2×25 
kV system over a stretch 
of 164 Track Kilometres, 
supported by upgraded 
power supply infra-
structure to meet the 

enhanced electrical 
load. The Railway Min-
istry said that the initia-
tive marks a significant 
step towards strength-
ening railway infrastruc-
ture and enhancing net-

work capacity.  It added 
that the upgraded traction 
system will strengthen 
power supply for train 
operations, enabling the 
section to handle higher 
freight volumes and sup-
port the running of Vande 
Bharat Express trains. 
It will also contribute 
to Indian Railways’ goal 
of achieving 3 thousand 
Million Tonnes of freight 
loading by 2029-30.

Rly sanction Rs 163 cr for upgradation  
of electric traction system in Nanded 

| ANTI-NAXAL CAMPAIGN   | 

Jharkhand Police secure surrender of 16 Maoists
Press Trust Of India

RANCHI: Jharkhand’s anti-
Naxal campaign, Nayi 
Disha-Nayi Pahal, achieved 
a significant success as 
16 active Maoists from 
the Kolhan and Latehar 
regions surrendered before 
the Jharkhand Police in 
Ranchi. The surrender is 
being seen as a major boost 
to the state’s efforts to curb 

Left Wing Extremism and 
encourage militants to 
return to the mainstream 
through rehabilitation. 

The surrendered group 
included one Regional 
Commander, three Zonal 
Commanders, three Sub-

Zonal Commanders, six 
Area Commanders and 
three cadre-level mem-
bers. Among them was 
Regional Commander 
Santosh alias Basudev, 
who carried a reward of 
Rs 15 lakh. Senior police 
officials described the sur-
render as one of the most 
important developments 
in recent months in the 
state’s anti-insurgency 

operations. Director Gen-
eral of Police Tadasha 
Mishra said the surren-
dered Maoists would 
receive assistance under 
the Jharkhand govern-
ment’s rehabilitation pol-
icy, which provides sup-
port for reintegration into 
society through financial 
aid, vocational training 
and other welfare mea-
sures. 

People, mostly tourists, strolling amid rain, in Shimla.  PTI. 

Tourists enjoying rain in Shimla

00: The monsoon has 
once again intensified in 
Himachal Pradesh, and 
the Meteorological Centre 
Shimla has identified the 
next four days as highly 
sensitive. The Meteorologi-
cal Centre has also issued a 
flash flood warning for the 
next 24 hours for the dis-
tricts of Chamba, Kangra, 
Kullu, Mandi, Shimla, Sir-

maur and Solan. Accord-
ing to the department, the 
monsoon is expected to 
remain at its most active 

between the night of 
29 July and 31 July, with 
widespread rainfall likely 
across most parts of the 

state. Continuous rainfall 
has been recorded across 
most parts of Himachal 
Pradesh, including the 
state capital Shimla, since 
last night. The Meteoro-
logical Centre, Shimla, has 
issued an Orange Alert for 
heavy to very heavy rain-
fall today in five districts, 
Chamba, Kangra, Mandi, 
Shimla and Sirmaur. 

Heavy rain alert in Himachal Pradesh as 
Met Dept warns of flash floods

Five people, including 
infant killed in mishap
CHAMBA: Five people, 
including a three-month-
old infant, lost their lives 
in a tragic road accident 
in Himachal Pradesh’s 
Chamba district today 
when a car plunged nearly 
400 metres into a deep 
gorge along the Chamba-Pa-
thankot National Highway. 
The accident occurred in 
the Lahad area of the Dal-
housie subdivision during 

the morning hours. Accord-
ing to police officials, 
the vehicle was carrying 
members of a family who 
were returning to their 
hometown in Chamba 
from Chandigarh. The 
car reportedly lost con-
trol before veering off the 
highway and falling into 
the gorge. Local residents 
alerted the authorities after 
noticing the accident.

Heavy rain triggers flood threat in 
Odisha as deep depression persists
BHUBANESHWAR: Odisha 
remains in the grip of 
an intense monsoonal 
onslaught as a deep depres-
sion over Bay of Bengal 
continues to batter the 
state with torrential rain 
and escalating flood risks.
The India Meteorological 
Department has forecast 
widespread rainfall with 
isolated extremely heavy 

showers over the coming 
days, prompting height-
ened vigilance across the 
state. Educational insti-
tutions have been shut in 

five districts, while rivers 
are in spate and disaster 
response agencies remain 
on high alert. Odisha is 
witnessing an unabated 
spell of torrential mon-
soon rainfall under 
the influence of a deep 
depression over the north-
west Bay of Bengal and 
the adjoining West Ben-
gal-North Odisha coast.

NEWSLINERajnath announces 
new induction, quick 
ex-gratia

Central Chronicle News

NEW DELHI: Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh 
on Tuesday unveiled two 
major policy reforms for 
the Indian Coast Guard 
(ICG), introducing a gen-
der-neutral framework 
for officer induction and 
career progression while 
simplifying the process of 
granting ex-gratia compen-
sation to the families of 
personnel reported miss-
ing at sea during duty. The 
reforms were unveiled at 
Kartavya Bhavan-2 in New 
Delhi in the presence of 

Defence Secretary Rajesh 
Kumar Singh, Director 
General of the Indian Coast 
Guard Paramesh Sivamani 
and other senior officials.

FASTFACTS

z These reforms 
include a gender-
neutral framework 
for officer induction 
and simplified process 
of granting ex-gratia 
compensation to the 
families of service- 
personnel.
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Central Chronicle News

RAIGARH: District Col-
lector Mr. Mayank Cha-
turvedi conducted a 
comprehensive review of 
public grievance redres-
sal during the weekly 
deadline meeting held 
on Monday, directing all 
departmental officers to 
ensure the timely and 
high-quality disposal of 
pending applications. 
The online meeting 
assessed department-
wise progress on com-
plaints, demands, and 
public issues received 
through the Chief Minis-
ter’s Helpline, Chief Min-
ister’s Jandarshan, Col-
lector’s Jandarshan, Good 

Governance Festival, and 
the PGN Portal.

Emphasizing that 
providing timely relief 
to every citizen is the 
administration’s fore-
most responsibility, the 
Collector instructed offi-
cials to regularly monitor 

pending cases and ensure 
that every application 
is resolved satisfacto-
rily, transparently, and 
within the prescribed 
timeframe. He stressed 
that merely closing cases 
on paper is unacceptable 
and that each grievance 

must be addressed with 
seriousness, sensitivity, 
and in accordance with 
government standards.

During the review, it 
was revealed that 268 
applications under Collec-
tor’s Jandarshan remain 
pending, including 175 
that have been awaiting 
resolution for more than 
10 days. The Collector 
sought explanations from 
departments with the 
highest number of pend-
ing cases and directed 
officials to expedite their 
disposal. Similarly, 41 
applications under Chief 
Minister’s Jandarshan 
are still pending, with 20 
pending beyond 10 days, 
although six cases were 

resolved during the pre-
vious week. Officials were 
instructed to prioritize 
these long-pending cases 
to ensure citizens do not 
face unnecessary delays.

The meeting also 
reviewed applications 
received during the Good 
Governance Festival. Of 
the 30,326 applications 
received across the dis-
trict, 28,518 have been 
resolved, while 1,808 
remain pending.

Collector directs swift 
complaint resolution

Collector Mayank Chaturvedi held a time-limit meeting at the Collectorate.

VHP appoints 
Puhup Ram Sahu 
district president

|  S A R A S W A T I  C Y C L E  Y O J A N A  |

Central Chronicle News

JANJGIR-CHAMPA:   Col-
lector Mr. Janmajay 
Mahobe chaired a meet-
ing of the District Road 
Safety Committee to 
review measures aimed 
at preventing road acci-
dents and strengthen-
ing the district’s traffic 
management system. 
During the meeting, he 
directed all concerned 
departments to ensure 
strict enforcement of 
road safety regulations 
and intensify efforts to 

improve traffic discipline. 
The Collector instructed 
officials to conduct regu-
lar and intensive vehicle 
checking drives across 
the district. He empha-
sized that every driver’s 
licence must be verified 
during inspections and 

directed authorities to 
take action against those 
driving without a valid 
licence in accordance 
with the law. He also 
stressed the mandatory 
use of helmets by two-
wheeler riders and seat 
belts by drivers and pas-
sengers of four-wheel-
ers. Mr. Mahobe fur-
ther directed officials to 
launch special enforce-
ment campaigns against 
overloading, overspeed-
ing, underage driving, 
and other traffic viola-
tions. 

Collector Mahobe reviews 
district road safety measures

Farmers urged 
to secure crop 
insurance benefits
KORBA: The Agriculture 
Department has urged 
farmers in Korba district to 
insure their notified crops 
under the Pradhan Mantri 
Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) 
before the July 31, 2026 
deadline. Deputy Director 
of Agriculture appealed 
to all eligible farmers to 
complete the insurance 
process on time to secure 
financial protection against 
crop losses caused by natu-
ral calamities. The notified 
crops include irrigated and 
unirrigated paddy, maize, 
black gram (urad), pigeon 
pea (tur), green gram 
(moong), kodo, kutki, 
groundnut, and ragi. 

Students avail Bicycle scheme
Central Chronicle News

TAKHATPUR: Bicycles 
were distributed to girl 
students at Government 
High School, Gokulpur, 
under the Chhattisgarh 
government’s Saraswati 
Bicycle Scheme to 
encourage girls’ educa-
tion and improve access 
to schools. 

Janpad Panchayat Pres-
ident Dr. Madhavi Vas-
trakar said the scheme 
is an important initiative 
to promote education 
and self-reliance among 
girls. She described the 
bicycle as a symbol of 

confidence, opportunity, 
and a brighter future, 
urging students to study 
sincerely, maintain dis-
cipline, and bring pride 
to their families and the 
region. Zila Panchayat 
Chairperson Bharti Neeraj 
Mali said an educated 
daughter is the founda-
tion of an empowered 

society and a prosperous 
nation. She encouraged 
students to view the bicy-
cle as the first step toward 
achieving their dreams 
through hard work and 
dedication. The pro-
gramme also highlighted 
the importance of regular 
school attendance and 
education.

|   N E W  D I R E C T I V E S  I S S U E D  |

Central Chronicle News

MUNGELI: Acting on the direc-
tives of the Senior Superin-
tendent of Police to ensure 
the swift detection of proper-
ty-related crimes and recov-
ery of stolen property, Lormi 
Police solved a cable wire 
theft case and arrested three 
accused. The action was car-
ried out under the guidance 
of Additional Superinten-
dent of Police Ms. Navneet 
Kaur Chhabra and SDOP Mrs. 
Madhuri Dhirhi. According to 
police, a case was registered 

at Lormi Police Station after 
complainant Dayaldas Patre of 
Nawadih reported that around 
10 metres of cable wire worth 
approximately Rs 1,200 had 
been cut and stolen from his 
tubewell on the night of July 

23. During the investigation, 
police detained suspect Vishal 
Dhruv, who allegedly con-
fessed to committing the theft 
with associates Arman Khan, 
Kushal Rajak alias Chhotu, 
and two juveniles.

SP orders strict property crime action
|  S A W A N  M O N T H  T O  B E G I N  S H O R T L Y |

Central Chronicle News

MUNGELI: The holy month of 
Sawan, considered the most 
sacred period for the worship 
of Lord Shiva, will begin on 
July 30. Preparations are in full 
swing at Shiva temples across 
Mungeli, including the his-
toric Khemgir Temple, Kharra 
Ghat, Sonar Para, Shwet-
ganga, and Nandi Chowk, 
where devotees will perform 
Jalabhishek, Rudrabhishek, 

and offer Belpatra, Dhatura, 
milk, curd, honey, ghee, and 
Gangajal. A large turnout of 
devotees is expected on the 
first Monday of Sawan, August 

3, with many participating in 
Kanwar Yatras and observing 
Monday fasts. Temple priest 
Pandit Virendra Goswami said 
that offering Belpatra and per-
forming Abhishek while chant-
ing “Om Namah Shivaya” and 
the Mahamrityunjaya Mantra 
is believed to fulfill devotees’ 
wishes and bring peace and 
prosperity. The festive season 
has also boosted demand for 
Belpatra, Dhatura, flowers, 
fruits, coconuts.

Sawan preparations begin  
at Shiva temples

Shukla opposes teacher salary 
rule violations 
TAKHATPUR: The Chhat-
tisgarh Lecturers’ Asso-
ciation has strongly 
opposed the Directorate 
of Public Instruction’s 
order directing that, 
from July 2026, salaries 
of teachers and employ-
ees be drawn solely 
on the basis of online 
attendance. State Pres-
ident Rakesh Sharma 
and spokesperson Jiten-

dra Shukla termed the 
decision impractical, 

technically flawed, and 
detrimental to teach-
ers’ interests. Accord-
ing to the association, 
many schools in remote 
and forested areas face 
poor internet connectiv-
ity, server outages, app 
malfunctions, and loca-
tion-related technical 
issues, making it difficult 
to record online atten-
dance regularly.

HIGHLIGHT

z He instructed the 
officials to speed up 
the work of resolving 
pending complaints.

DMF sanctions Rs.10.86 crore for Raigarh projects
RAIGARH: Under the 
leadership of Chief Min-
ister Vishnu Deo Sai, the 
District Mineral Founda-
tion (DMF) fund is being 
utilized to strengthen 
public infrastructure 
and basic amenities in 
Raigarh district. 

Through the efforts 
of Finance Minister and 
Raigarh MLA O.P. Choud-
hary, administrative 
approval worth Rs 10.87 
crore has been granted 

for 13 development proj-
ects. Of the sanctioned 
amount, Rs 1.30 crore 
has been allocated to 
the Public Health Engi-
neering Department for 
12 drinking water proj-
ects in villages across the 
Raigarh, Dharamjaigarh, 
and Tamnar develop-
ment blocks. These 
projects are expected to 
improve access to safe 
drinking water for thou-
sands of rural residents.

Another Rs 9.56 crore 
has been approved for 
constructing Model 
Practical Training 
Centre buildings and 
related infrastructure 
in the Dharamjaigarh, 

Lailunga, Tamnar, and 
Gharghoda develop-
ment blocks to promote 
employment-oriented 
skill development among 
youth. The Collector 
has directed all depart-
ments to complete the 
sanctioned works within 
the stipulated timeframe 
while maintaining pre-
scribed quality stan-
dards, ensuring faster 
and sustainable rural 
development.

Korba gets 22 new  
sub-health centers
KORBA: The District Min-
eral Foundation Trust 
(DMFT), Korba, has ini-
tiated a major project to 
strengthen healthcare 
facilities in rural and min-
eral-affected areas of the 
district. Under this initia-
tive, 22 new sub-health 
centre buildings will be 
constructed in different 
Gram Panchayats, with 
an estimated cost of Rs 

39.95 lakh for each cen-
tre. The locations have 
been selected by the 
Health Department after 
assessing local healthcare 
needs, service gaps, and 
regional requirements. 
The Rural Engineering 
Service (RES) has been 
assigned the responsibility 
of construction, ensuring 
completion as per quality 
standards and timelines.

JANDARSHAN HELD

Collector holds 
Jandarshan, 
KORBA: Collector Mr. 
Kunal Dudawat con-
ducted a Jan-Darshan 
(public grievance redres-
sal) programme at the 
meeting hall, where he 
patiently heard the con-
cerns of citizens from 
rural and urban areas of 
the district. He received 
applications related to 
various departments and 
directed officials to exam-
ine each case seriously 
and ensure timely resolu-
tion. A total of 123 appli-
cations were received 
during the programme. 
These included requests 
and complaints regarding 
new Antyodaya eligibil-
ity cards, registration of 
forest land leases on the 
AgriStack portal, CIPET 
admissions, scholarships.

TREE PLANTATION

District 
plantation 
drive concludes 

TAKHATPUR: A planta-
tion programme was 
organized at Hirri Mines 
Primary School in Chha-
tauna village under the 
“Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam” 
campaign to promote 
environmental conserva-
tion and increase green-
ery. During the event, 
saplings were planted 
on the school premises, 
spreading the message 
of protecting nature and 
maintaining ecological 
balance. 

ILLEGAL FERTILIZER

Illegal fertilizer 
transport foiled, 
DAP seized

BALRAMPUR: Statewide 
efforts are underway to 
ensure the timely supply 
of quality fertilizers to 
farmers and prevent ille-
gal transportation, storage, 
and black marketing of 
fertilizers. As part of this 
campaign, a joint team of 
the Agriculture Depart-
ment and Police conducted 
an operation in Balrampur 
district and seized 3 metric 
tonnes (60 bags) of DAP fer-
tilizer along with a pickup 
vehicle being transported 
without valid documents.

SEIZED

Illegal sand 
trade curbed, 
vehicles seized

RAIPUR: The district 
administration’s cam-
paign against illegal sand 
mining, transportation, 
and storage is continuing 
across Janjgir-Champa 
district. As part of this 
drive, a joint team of the 
Revenue, Police, and 
Mineral Departments 
conducted a surprise 
inspection in the Pitham-
pur village area and took 
action against vehicles 
involved in illegal sand 
transportation.

|  ROAD SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD| 

Central Chronicle News

MUNGELI: The Vishwa 
Hindu Parishad (VHP) and 
Bajrang Dal in Mungeli 
have announced a major 
expansion of their orga-
nizational structure with 
the appointment of new 
office-bearers aimed at 
strengthening the organi-
zations at the district level. 
Under the guidance of 
senior leaders, Puhup Ram 
Sahu has been appointed 
as the District President 
of the Vishwa Hindu Pari-
shad, while Hira Sahu has 
been named the District 
Coordinator of the Bajrang 
Dal. Both leaders have 
been associated with the 
organizations for several 
years and are recognized 
for their commitment 
to social service and the 

welfare of Hindu society.  
Organization officials 
expressed confidence that 
the new leadership would 
further the objectives of 
the VHP and Bajrang Dal 
through religious, cultural, 
and social initiatives.

Bilaspur Region

FASTFACTS

z Vishwa Hindu 
Parishad and Bajrang 
Dal in Mungeli 
appointed new office 
bearers.

| BETI BACHAO BETI PADHAO CAMPAIGN | 

Beti Bachao Beti Padhao promotes awareness
Central Chronicle News

BALRAMPUR: Extensive 
awareness programmes 
are being conducted 
across Chhattisgarh under 
the Beti Bachao-Beti Pad-
hao campaign to educate 
women, adolescent girls, 
and students about their 
rights, safety, and govern-
ment welfare schemes. 
As part of the initiative, 

awareness events were 
organised in Surajpur and 
Balod districts to promote 
women’s empowerment, 
child protection, financial 

literacy, and social aware-
ness.  In Chendra village 
of Odgi block in Surajpur 
district, women were 
educated on key issues 

including the Beti Bachao-
Beti Padhao campaign, 
domestic violence, wom-
en’s safety, menstrual 
hygiene, the harmful 
effects of child marriage, 
and the importance of 
gender equality. Officials 
also provided informa-
tion about Child Helpline 
(1098), Women’s Help-
line (181), and Emergency 
Service (112), enabling 

women to seek assistance 
whenever required. Par-
ticipants were informed 
about several government 
schemes, including the 
Noni Suraksha Yojana, 
Sukanya Samriddhi 
Yojana, Pradhan Mantri 
Matru Vandana Yojana, 
Mahtari Vandana Yojana, 
and services available 
through the Sakhi One-
Stop Centre. 

HIGHLIGHT

z These projects are 
expected to improve 
access to safe drinking 
water

Everyone must work together 
to ensure that the government’s 
various schemes reach the last 

person. 
 

Kedar Kashyap 
Minister for Forest & Climate 

Change- Ch’garh
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Daily Horoscope 

Use smile therapy to cure 
your prolong illness as it is the 
best antidote for all problems. 
Improvement in finances is 
certain. Unexpected guests 
crowd your place in the evening. 
It is going to be an amazing 
day in your love life. Don’t 
let pride come in the way of 
making decision- listen to what 
subordinates have to say. 

Spend your valuable time with 
your children to get rid of stress. 
You will experience the healing 
power of child, as they are the 
most powerful spiritual and 
emotional personality on earth. 
Investment in stocks and mutual 
funds recommended for long-
term gains. Your brother will be 
more supportive to your needs 
than you had thought.
 

ARIES Taurus

Sheer pleasure and enjoyment 
for those venturing out to have 
fun. Long pending arrears and 
dues will finally be recovered. 
Your knowledge and good 
humour would impress people 
around you. Past happy 
memories will keep you busy. 
You might get a good news at 
work today. Natives of this 
zodiac sign are very interesting. 

A good day filled with 
happiness. The court will make 
decisions in your favour today 
if you were involved in a 
case regarding money-related 
matters. It will benefit you 
financially. Family members 
may not fulfil your expectations. 
Don’t expect them to work 
according to your whims and 
fancies rather try to change 
your style to seize the initiative. 

Gemini Cancer 

Avoid high calorie diet to keep 
yourself fit and fine If you 
were asking a debtor to return 
your money from a long time, 
and s/he was avoiding it, then 
today is your lucky day, as s/
he can return your money 
unexpectedly. Your domestic 
scene will be somewhat 
unpredictable. Unexpected 
romantic inclination will cloud 
your mind towards the evening. 

Health will remain fine despite 
a busy schedule. Good day 
for real estate and financial 
transactions. Friends will 
invite you over to their place 
for an enjoyable evening. 
There’s little time to rest 
today-as pending task will 
keep you occupied. Today, 
you can spend a whole day 
by yourself in a room reading 
a book.

Leo Virgo 

Rise in family medical expenses 
cannot be ruled out. Today, you 
are likely to attain economic 
benefits due to your children. 
This will make you very happy. 
Your knowledge and good 
humour would impress people 
around you. Your soulmate will 
think about you all day. You are 
likely to gain- if you present 
your ideas well and show your 
determination and enthusiasm 
at work.

Best day to restart to improve 
your health. Today you can 
easily raise capital- collect 
outstanding debts- or ask for 
funds to work on new projects. 
Children help you complete 
household jobs. Despite a lot of 
conflicts, your life will be good 
today and you will be able to 
keep you happy. It’s time to 
make those important career 
changes that you have been 
thinking for some time. 

Libra Scorpio

Evenings at the movie- 
theatre or dinner with your 
spouse seem to keep you in a 
relaxed and wonderful mood 
Improvement in finances will 
make it convenient for you 
to purchase essential items. 
Your excessive energy and 
tremendous enthusiasm will 
bring favorable results and 
ease domestic tensions Joint 
ventures made today would be 
beneficial eventually.

You will be happy as people 
around you extend support. 
You need to keep an eye on 
where your money is being 
spent; otherwise you may face 
problems in the coming times. 
Children might seek your help to 
complete school projects. Don’t 
lose heart-failures are quite 
natural they are the beauty 
of life. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Cataract patients should avoid 
visiting a polluted environment 
as smoking could cause further 
damage to your eyes. If possible 
avoid overexposure to sunlight. 
Today, one of your siblings can 
borrow money from you. Mental 
turmoil and turbulence as 
work pressure builds up. Relax 
towards the later half of the day. 

Use your energy to help 
someone in distress. 
Remember-what is the use of 
this perishable body if no use 
is made of it for the benefit of 
others. Avoid any long-term 
investments and try to go 
out and spend some pleasant 
moments with your good friend. 
Gift from an overseas relative 
will make you happy.

Aquarius Pisces

SCIENCE WATCH
He is a renowned 

space expert
She is an  

education expert

Fun&Focus

S Somanath is the former 
Chairman of ISRO and during 
his tenure, India successfully 
landed Chandrayaan-3 near 
the Moon’s South Pole and 
launched the Aditya-L1 solar 
mission. He also oversaw the 
operationalisation SSLV and 
LVM3 launch vehicle. He is a 
propulsion engineer, all set to 
propel the education system.

Anita Karwal is a retired 
1988-batch Gujarat-cadre IAS 
officer, who served as India’s 
Education Secretary  and was 
Chairperson of CBSE.Karwal 
was closely involved in the 
development and implemen-
tation of the National Educa-
tion Policy (NEP) 2020. She 
studied Economics and will 
reform the slugging educa-
tion system.

Across
1. Suffering from ill health
3. Knitted jacket
9. Apparel
10. Latin-American dance
11. Leader of a Jewish 
congregation
12. Tight-fitting 
undergarment
14. Hunting expedition
16. Symbol
19. Capital of Turkey
21. Less common
24. Astound
25. Heartless
26. Sneak
27. Continent

Down
1. Startle
2. Ascend
4. Assault
5. Discourage
6. Polite, refined
7. Corner
8. Elder
13. Food of the gods
15. Type of pigeon
17. Wall paintings
18. Call off
20. One acting on behalf of 

another
22. Public disturbances
23. Sodium chloride
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 July 29 in Indian history marks the birth of industrialist JRD Tata, 
the last Olympic hockey gold for India in 1980, and the founding of the 
Indian Association for the Cultivation of Science in 1876.
 Same day in 1748, the first British military unit arrived in India to 

help the East India Company.
 On July 29, 1948, the XIV Summer Olympic Games opened in London, 

held in 12 years due to World War II.
 This day in 1954, the first part of J.R.R. Tolkien’s classic epic, The 

Fellowship of the Ring, was published.
 Same day in 1890, Vincent van Gogh, famous Dutch painter, died in 

France at age 37.

You may have noticed that a 

magnet attracts iron, but it does 

not attract metals such as copper, 

silver, gold, aluminium, or brass. 

This happens because a magnet 

attracts only those materials that 

have magnetic properties, such 

as iron, nickel, cobalt, and some 

of their alloys. These are called 

ferromagnetic materials. Although 

copper, aluminium, silver, and gold 

are metals; they do not have the 

atomic structure needed to be 

strongly attracted by a magnet. 

(1) Tilde (2) Salman Rushdie  (3) Adilabad district of Telangana (4) Karen Hishey 

nee Lunel was the original Liril girl (5) Irving G. Thalberg memorial award  (6) 

Toque  (7) Tasmanian Tiger

When Science leads 
the nation

The Indian government has 
announced a high-powered 
task force for exam reforms led 
by technology expert Nandan 
Nilekani. Nilekani served as the 
founding Chairperson of UIDAI 
overseeing the rollout of Aad-
haar. In 2023, he was appointed 
co-chair of the G20 Task Force 
on Digital Public Infrastructure 
for Economic Transformation. 
He is an IITian, with acumen 
over tech.

JULY 29– THE DAY IN HISTORY

The Fennec fox is the world’s 
smallest canid species, and it is 
the national animal of Algeria. 
It weighs only about 1.5 to 3.5 
pounds (0.7 to 1.6 kg) with a 
body length of 9 to 16 inches. 
It features massive ears up to 
6 inches long that release body 
heat and track underground 
prey. The fox lives in the sandy 
deserts and arid regions of 
North Africa and serves as 
Algeria’s national animal and 
inspires the national football 
team’s nickname, “Les Fennecs”.

Catch negative thoughts quickly by 
noticing when your mind drifts into 
fear, doubt, or worst-case scenarios.

Question the thought by asking 
whether it’s truly accurate or simply an 
exaggerated emotional reaction.

Replace the thought with a more 
balanced, realistic, and empowering 
alternative.

Use pattern interrupts like deep 
breathing or a short walk to break 
spirals before they intensify.

Limit negative inputs by reducing 
exposure to toxic environments, overly 
critical people, or draining content.

Negative thinking loses its grip when you challenge unhelpful thoughts, redirect 
your focus, and train your mind to choose clarity over fear. Here are 10 ideas to 
help you break the cycle of negativity. 

Practice gratitude to shift your 
attention toward what is stable, 
supportive, and going well.

Speak kindly to yourself because 
the tone you use internally shapes 
your emotional reality.

Focus on solutions instead of 
problems to regain your sense of 
control and direction.

Challenge perfectionism by 
accepting that mistakes are part of 
growth, not proof of inadequacy.

Reinforce positive habits daily because 
mental rewiring happens through 
repetition and consistency.

Negative thinking isn’t a flaw, it’s a habit, and habits can be replaced with healthier ones 
through awareness and deliberate practice. When you actively guide your thoughts rather 
than letting them run unchecked, you reclaim your peace, your clarity, and your power.

In March, 2014 which song popular 
across the world and first performed 
in 1971, became one of the four 
official state anthems of West 
Virginia?

Commonly offered as Prasad in 
temples, the name of this treat means 
‘crushed pearls’. Food historian KT 
Acharya describes this sweet as ‘a 
sphere of the globules of fried besan 
held together with thickened sugar 
syrup’. Name this popular sweet.

In the Indian market, Telia Bhola 
is traded at a price of nearly fifty 
thousand rupees per kg and Godavari 
Pulasa at more than five thousand 
rupees per kg. What kind of commodity 
are Telia Bhola and Godavari Pulasa?

X’s famous poem ‘The Charge of the 
Light Brigade’ was published six 
weeks after a famous Y battle in the 
Crimean War. Identify X and Y?

The Orange Revolution took place in 
Ukraine between November 2004 and 
January 2005. Widespread protests 
took place around the rigging of the 
Presidential results. Why was it called 
the Orange revolution?
The 59th  Oscar Awards ceremony took 
place on March 30, 1987, at the Dorothy 
Chandler Pavilion in Los Angeles. A South 
Indian Film personality attended the 
Function as a guest of honor, becoming 
the first South Indian actor to attend the 
Oscars. Who?

This product was invented in the 1920s 
when the inventor observed his wife 
tending to his baby. The same product 
expanded into the cosmetic market in 
the 1950s and Hollywood makeup artists 
began using them as tools of their trade 
and a booklet ‘Lessons, in Loveliness 
with was produced. Name the product 
and brand.

Take me Home, Country Roads by John Denver. The first line of the song goes ‘Almost heaven, 
West Virginia
 Motichur Laddu
  Fish
 Lord Tennyson and Battle of Balaclava
 The supporters of Viktor Yuschenko, one of the Presidential candidates adopted orange as the 
colour of his election. It was believed that there was rigging in favour of the opponent Viktor 
Yanuykovych Connect between them
 Telugu Megastar Chiranjeevi
 Tips, cotton buds invented by Leo Gerstenzang in 1923

Lasting for only a very 
short time; quickly fading, 
disappearing, or vanishing.

 
he rainbow was evanescent, 
disappearing within minutes.

Fleeting, Transient, 
Ephemeral, Momentary and 
Temporary.

Permanent, Lasting, 
Enduring, Eternal 
and Persistent.

___________ is a traditional Manipuri sport in 
which the ultimate winner is the one who 
touches Kanglasha or the dragon inside the 
palace enclosure.

_______ is the sport in which the Veer 
Abhimanyu Award is given to the boys under 
the age of eighteen and the Janaki Award is 
given to girls under the age of sixteen.

In October 2014, Alan Eustace went over 
41kms to set a new record in ________

Rappelling is a common way for competitors 
to descend in__________.

In competitive _________, the person doing it 
is sometimes referred to as a wave rider.

Lamjei,           Kho Kho,        Skydiving,         Rock climbing,         Surfing
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New Delhi:  The gov-
ernment on Tuesday 
introduced a Bill in 
the Rajya Sabha that 
seeks to tackle the issue 
of delayed payments 
to micro small and 
medium enterprises 
(MSMEs) by prescrib-
ing timelines to ensure 
faster adjudication of 
disputes, provide recov-
ery of the settlement 
agreement, and address 
their liquidity issues. 
Union Minister for 

MSMEs Jitan Ram Man-
jhi introduced the Micro 
Small and Medium 
Enterprises Develop-
ment (Amendment) Bill, 
2026 in the Rajya Sabha. 
The Bill seeks to amend 
The Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises 
Development Act, 2006.

“This legislation was 
framed in 2006, there-
fore there is a need for 
reforming it and making 
additions,” the minister 
said. Notably, the pro-
posed legislation seeks 
to empower courts to 

order payment of at 
least 50 per cent of the 
awarded amount to 
MSME suppliers, if the 
application to set aside 
an order is pending for 
more than six months. 
It also seeks to provide 
recovery of the medi-
ated settlement agree-
ment or the arbitral 
award as arrear of land 
revenue. The Bill also 
proposes to decrimina-
lise offences regarding 
contravention of certain 
provisions, replacing 
conviction-based fines 

with graded penalties by 
including warning at the 
first instance. It provides 
for notifying a national 
digital platform for free 
and voluntary registra-
tion of micro, small and 

medium enterprises.
Another key provi-

sion of the Bill aims to 
address liquidity issues 
of MSMEs by mandating 
all central public sector 
enterprises to route the 
settlement of invoices 
through the Trade 
Receivables Discounting 
System for procurement 
of goods and services 
from them. A provision 
has also been made 
empowering states to 
adopt similar provision 
for their public sector 
enterprises.

Govt introduces Bill to tackle 
payment delays faced by MSMEs

The proposed legislation seeks to curb payment delays, strengthen dispute resolution, improve 
liquidity, decriminalise minor offences, and promote digital registration for MSMEs.

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi:   Gold prices 
retreated by Rs 2,640 to 
Rs 1.47 lakh per 10 grams 
in the national capital 
on Tuesday, and silver 
dropped Rs 5,200 per 
kg, tracking weak global 
trends and a firm rupee. 
The yellow metal of 99.9 
per cent purity depre-
ciated by Rs 2,640 to Rs 
1,47,000 per 10 grams 
(inclusive of all taxes) 
from Monday’s closing 
level of Rs 1,49,640 per 10 

grams, according to the 
All India Sarafa Associa-
tion.

Silver also witnessed 
selling and tumbled Rs 
5,200 to Rs 2,24,800 

per kilogram (inclusive 
of all taxes). The white 
metal had settled at Rs 
2,30,000 per kg in the 
previous session. Trad-
ers said a stronger rupee 
reduced the landed cost 
of imported bullion in the 
domestic market, while 
weak global trends and 
caution ahead of the US 
Federal Reserve’s policy 
decision kept investors’ 
sentiment subdued.

“Gold edged lower on 
Tuesday, retreating from 
the previous session’s 

gains as investors turned 
cautious ahead of the US 
Federal Reserve’s policy 
decision,” said Saumil 
Gandhi, Senior Analyst 
- Commodities at HDFC 
Securities. Praveen Singh, 
Head of Commodities 
at Mirae Asset ShareK-
han, the precious met-
als traded lower despite 
crude oil prices extending 
the decline to the third 
day on hopes of Iran and 
the US resuming their 
peace talks over other 
critical matters. 

| Bullion Market | 

Gold drops Rs 2,640 per 10 g, silver slides
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BEST OF THE REST

Mumbai: Benchmark indices Sensex 
and Nifty ended flat on Tuesday as 
investors’ sentiment turned cautious 
ahead of key global central bank pol-
icy meetings this week and heavy 
selloff across Asian markets. The 
30-share BSE Sensex dipped 69.86 
points, or 0.09 per cent, to settle at 
76,765.92. During the day, it hit a high 
of 76,988.48 and a low of 76,672.77, 
gyrating 315.71 points.

The 50-share NSE Nifty slipped 
10.60 points, or 0.04 per cent, to end at 
23,985.35. From the Sensex pack, Hin-
dustan Unilever tanked 6.97 per cent 
after the FMCG major reported a 3.17 
per cent year-on-year decline in con-
solidated net profit to Rs 2,680 crore 
for the June quarter, mainly on account 

of exceptional items and higher taxes. 
Bharat Electronics, NTPC, ICICI Bank, 
Power Grid, and Reliance Industries 
were also among the laggards. Tata Con-
sultancy Services, Eternal, Tech Mahin-
dra, Infosys, and Titan were among the 
major gainers. The BSE SmallCap Select 
index dipped 0.21 per cent, while Mid-
Cap Select index went up 0.35 per cent. 
Among sectors, capital goods dropped 
2.40 per cent, power (2.36 per cent), 
utilities (1.75 per cent), FMCG (1.27 per 
cent), industrials (1.22 per cent), energy 
(0.68 per cent) and commodities (0.68 
per cent). Focused IT jumped 3.44 per 
cent, IT (3.05 per cent), realty (2.19 
per cent), consumer durables (1.32 per 
cent), auto (0.71 per cent) and consumer 
discretionary (0.62 per cent). 

Hyderabad: The Hyderabad-based 
rigid Plastic Packaging Company 
posted a net profit of Rs. 25.57 crore 
for the quarter ended June 30, com-
pared with Rs. 22.40 crore a year 
earlier. Revenue increased by 24.90% 
year-on-year to Rs. 300.45 crore from 
Rs. 240.56 crore. EBITDA increased 
by 19.10% to Rs. 56.43 crore, while the 
EBITDA per kg reached “HISTORICAL 
HIGH” of Rs. 46.68 in Q1 FY27, com-
pared with Rs. 41.64 per kg in the Q1 
of FY26, driven by better capacity uti-
lisation, consolidation of Hyderabad 
Units and higher contribution from 
the high-margin Pharma Packaging 
business. Profit before tax increased 
by 13.86% to Rs. 34.17 crore as against 
Rs. 30.01 crores in the previous year’s 
quarter.

Chairman & Managing Director Mr J 
Lakshmana Rao said: “ In spite of pre-
vailing war situation, Mold-Tek Pack-
aging Limited achieved a strong start 
to FY 2026–27, delivering an excellent 
performance in the first quarter ended 
June 30, 2026. Driven by an improved 
EBDITA through higher capacity uti-
lization and consolidation of units in 
Hyderabad. Despite heightened geopo-
litical uncertainties during the quarter, 
the Company experienced no material 
impact on its operations, supply chain, 
or financial performance, with higher 
input costs are effectively passed on to 

customers.  “This strong all-round per-
formance reflects Mold-Tek’s unwav-
ering focus on operational excellence, 
and strategic consolidation of Units in 
Hyderabad which are now translating 
into improved profitability. The Com-
pany remains confident of maintaining 
this positive momentum in the coming 
quarters, supported by healthy demand 
across key segments (i.e., Pharma and 
Food and FMCG), and continued empha-
sis on operational efficiencies. “EBITDA 
per kg reached “Historical High’’ of Rs. 
46.68 in Q1 FY27, compared with Rs. 
41.64 per kg in the Q1 of FY26, driven 
by better capacity utilisation, consolida-
tion of Hyderabad Units and higher con-
tribution from the high-margin Pharma 
Packaging business.” He said.

Commenting on Pharma pack-
ing plans Mr J Rana Pratap, Sr. Vice 
President-Marketing and in charge of 
Pharma Business division Said “there 
is a humongous opportunity in Pharma 
Packaging including diagnostics and 
we have plans to enter into these high 
margin areas including dosage pens.  
We also examining ways to enter Elec-
tronics and Semi-conductor packaging 
soon to use our deep knowledge in 
Mold making and Robotics.” 

How the markets behave today?

Quarterly turnover crosses Rs 300 crores

Stock markets end flat; Sensex  
dips nearly 70 points

Mold-Tek Packaging Limited Q1  
profit increased by 14.17%

NUMBER

50
z Bill aims faster 
payments, dispute 
resolution, stronger 
MSME financial 
security nationwide.

India needs 86 GW additional 
thermal power by FY’36.

Shripad Naik 
Minister of State for Power 
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Glimpses of the Industry Consultation Workshop organised by the Apparel Made-Ups & Home Furnishing Sector Skill Council (AMHSSC) at Hyatt Regency (Bhikaji Cama Place), in New Delhi.

New Delhi: The government has 
proposed to extend the validity of 
the Pollution Under Control Certif-
icate (PUCC) for up to six-year-old 
BS-VI-compliant private vehicles to 
three years instead of the current 
one year to ease the burden on own-
ers. The Ministry of Road Transport 
and Highways (MoRTH), in a draft 
notification, has said that BS-VI vehi-
cles aged between six and ten years 
will be required to renew their PUCC 
certificate and those above 10 years 
every six years. According to the draft 
notification, while all motor vehi-
cles complying with BS-IV emission 
norms will have to renew their PUCC 
every six months, all motor vehicles 
complying with BS-I, BS-II and BS-III 
emission norms will have to renew 
their PUCC every three months. BS, 
or Bharat Stage, refers to India’s vehi-
cle emission standards that set limits 
on pollutants, such as carbon mon-
oxide (CO), nitrogen oxides (NOx), 
hydrocarbons (HC) and particulate 
matter (PM). 

New Delhi:   Malabar Gold & Dia-
monds has roped 
in cricketer M 
S Dhoni as its 
brand ambassa-
dor. Established 
in 1993, Malabar 
Gold & Diamonds 
is the flagship 
company of Mal-
abar Group, a diversified Indian busi-
ness conglomerate. It has a retail net-
work of over 450 showrooms across 14 
countries. In a statement on Tuesday, 
M P Ahammad, Chairman of Malabar 
Group, said, “Consumers today expect 
more from the brands they choose. 
Beyond exceptional products, they 
seek transparency, authenticity and 
confidence in every purchase.”

Dhoni has earned the respect and 
trust of millions through his integ-
rity, discipline and consistency, qual-
ities that resonate deeply with the 
company’s own values, he said on 
appointing the cricketer as brand  
ambassador. 

PUCC validity Brand ambassador

Govt proposes 3-year 
PUCC validity for  
BS-VI vehicles

Malabar Gold & Diamonds 
ropes in M S Dhoni as 
brand ambassador

Press Trust Of India

Air India’s transfor-
mation progressing 
despite major chal-
lenges.

New Delhi:  Tata Sons 
Chairman and Air India 
Chairman N. Chandrase-
karan has said that Air 
India’s transformation 
should be viewed as a 
five- to ten-year journey, 
stressing that rebuild-
ing a world-class airline 
requires sustained effort, 
significant investment, 
and long-term commit-
ment.

In his message in the 
Tata Sons Annual Report 
2025-26, Chandrase-
karan said the airline has 
made significant progress 
despite facing multiple 
challenges, including 
prolonged supply chain 
disruptions, the need to 
modernize legacy sys-
tems, upgrade its fleet, 
transform organizational 
culture, and build a large 

pool of skilled aviation 
professionals. He noted 
that the 2025-26 finan-
cial year was particularly 
challenging due to air-
space closures, fuel price 
increases triggered by the 
West Asia conflict, foreign 
exchange fluctuations, 
and the crash of AI171. 
Despite these setbacks, 
he said Air India’s teams 
demonstrated resilience 
and adaptability. High-
lighting the airline’s prog-
ress, Chandrasekaran 
said all narrow-body air-
craft operating on domes-
tic routes have been refur-
bished and are receiving 
positive customer feed-
back. Refurbishment of 
the wide-body fleet is 
expected to be completed 
by the end of FY28.

Air India’s transformation to take 
5-10 years : Chandrasekaran

Press Trust Of India

Industrial production 
records robust June 
growth nationwide.

New Delhi: India’s indus-
trial production grew 
by 7.3 per cent in June 
2026, up from 5.1 per 
cent in May, driven by a 
strong performance in 
the manufacturing sec-
tor and robust growth in 
electricity and gas supply, 
according to data released 
by the National Statistics 
Office (NSO) on Tuesday. 
The latest figures mark 
the third monthly Index 
of Industrial Production 
(IIP) data based on the 
new series. The NSO said 
manufacturing output 
expanded by 7.8 per cent, 
while the Electricity & Gas 
Supply sector recorded 
a strong 10.6 per cent 
growth during the month. 
The revised estimate for 
industrial production 

growth in May has been 
pegged at 5 per cent.

Among the key sec-
tors, Mining and Quarry-
ing registered a modest 
1 per cent growth, while 
Water Supply, Sewerage 
and Waste Management 
recorded an increase of 
6.1 per cent compared 
with the corresponding 
month last year. Within 
the manufacturing sec-
tor, 19 of the 23 industry 
groups posted positive 
growth in June, reflect-
ing broad-based expan-

sion across industries. 
The top-performing 
manufacturing segments 
were electrical equip-
ment, which recorded 
an impressive 34 per 
cent growth, followed by 
motor vehicles, trailers 
and semi-trailers at 17.5 
per cent, and food prod-
ucts at 10.8 per cent. 

|  I n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t i o n  |

Industrial output grows 
7.3 per cent in June

FACTFILE

z  Manufacturing, 
electricity sectors drive 
industrial growth.

Industry Consultation Workshop
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TV debut  for Int’l 
cricketer Morné Morkel 
Press Trust Of India

Darr Ka Naya Daur 
promises bigger 
action challenges.

MUMBAI: Fear is step-
ping onto unfamiliar ter-
ritory, and this time, it 
arrives with the pace and 
presence of one of inter-
national cricket’s most 
intimidating fast bowlers. 
As COLORS’ ‘Khatron Ke 
Khiladi’ returns with an 
all-new season, Darr Ka 
Naya Daur promises to 
raise the bar with bigger 
stunts, tougher challenges 
and relentless action, all 
under the command of 
action king Rohit Shetty. 

Set against the breath-
taking landscapes of Cape 
Town, South Africa, the 
country’s biggest adven-
ture reality show is all set 
to push celebrity contes-
tants to their absolute lim-
its. But this season comes 
with a game-changing 
twist - for the very first 
time, international cricket 
icon Morné Morkel joins 
the action, bringing an 
entirely new dimension 
to the show.  

Contestants are tasked 
with catching a ball 
bowled by the legend-
ary fast bowler - a stunt 
that sounds simple but 
quickly turns into a true 
test of courage, focus and 
reflexes as they face the 
sheer speed and power 
of one of cricket’s finest 
pacers.  Having spent 
years striking fear into 

the hearts of the world’s 
finest batsmen with his 
blistering pace and tow-
ering presence, Morkel 
is now touted to inject a 
fresh sporting intensity 
into the feartastic com-
petition. 

Sharing his excite-
ment about joining the 
show, Morné Morkel 
says, “For years, I chal-
lenged the world’s best 
batsmen with my pace. 
Now, I’m bringing that 
same intensity as the new 
face of fear on Khatron 
Ke Khiladi. Working with 
Rohit Shetty right here 
in my home country, 
South Africa, has been an 
incredible experience. 

This season, audi-
ences can expect bigger 
stunts, tougher chal-
lenges, and levels of 
fear like never before. 
Get ready for an action-
packed new season of 
Khatron Ke Khiladi, pre-
miering 1st August at 9 
PM, every Saturday and 
Sunday only on COLORS 
and JioHotstar.” Watch 
‘Khatron Ke Khiladi’, pre-
miering on 1st August and 
thereafter airing every Sat-
urday and Sunday at 9:00 
PM only on COLORS and 
JioHotstar.

FASTFACTS

z Cape Town backdrop 
pushes celebrities to 
limits.

zMorkel brings fresh 
sporting intensity to 
competition.

NEW DELHI

Rahul attacks 
PM Modi

Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi on Tuesday 
described Pralhad Joshi 
as a “defender of rapists” 
and a “filthy man” as he 
hit out at Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi for 
appointing such a person 
as the country’s educa-
tion minister. Speaking to 
reporters outside Parlia-
ment, the leader of oppo-
sition in Lok Sabha said 
the prime minister could 
have chosen anyone in 
his cabinet as the edu-
cation minister, but it is 
strange he chose a person 
who “protects rapists”.

“The Education Min-
ister of India - who after 
all these young people 
were protesting about 
the education system 
and so many young girls 
were protesting and were 
beaten and thrashed, the 
BJP puts a man who is a 
defender of rapists. That 
is the most filthy type of 
man. There can be no 
filthier man than some-
body who says that rap-
ists need protection. That 
is the Education Minister 
of India today,” Gandhi 
told reporters.

NEWSLINE
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Sentient probe 
finds overcrowd-
ing, oxytocin, waste 
discharge issues.

MUMBAI: Sentient World 
released the findings of 
a first-of-its-kind multi
-state investigation into 
dairy operations across 
India, documenting 
widespread animal wel-
fare, public health, and 
environmental concerns 
across more than 100 
dairy units in Chandi-
garh, Punjab, Uttara-
khand, Bihar, West Ben-
gal, and Chhattisgarh. 
Conducted between 10 
February and 15 April 
2026, the investigation 
examined a diverse range 
of dairy operations, from 
household-level farms to 
medium-scale facilities 
and large unregulated 
dairy clusters.

The investigation 
found that poor animal 
welfare and unhygienic 

dairy practices were not 
isolated incidents but 
recurring patterns across 
locations. Many dairy 
units were operating in 
residential neighbour-
hoods or near public 
spaces, often within 10 
to 300 metres of homes 
and water bodies, raising 
concerns about public 
health, environmental 
contamination and regu-
latory compliance.

Investigators docu-
mented overcrowding 
across a majority of 
facilities, with animals 
routinely subjected to 
prolonged tethering, 
including double and 
triple tethering and, in 
many cases, restraint 
through the nose or 

mouth. Dairy units 
housed anywhere 
between 10 and 500 ani-
mals, with an average of 
approximately 50 ani-
mals per unit.

The report records 
widespread evidence 
of compromised ani-
mal welfare, including 
malnutrition, untreated 
wounds, swollen joints, 
skin infections and 
behavioural signs of dis-
tress. Calves were fre-
quently found tethered 
for extended periods, 
often without adequate 
shelter, while investiga-
tors documented mul-
tiple instances of Khal 
baccha practices used to 
stimulate milk let-down. 
Indications of oxytocin 

use, including visible bot-
tles, syringes and admis-
sions by some dairy oper-
ators, were also recorded 
during the investigation.

Investigators further 
observed that milking 
was commonly carried 
out in highly unhygienic 
conditions, often adja-
cent to open drains, 
sewage and accumu-
lated waste. Milk was 
frequently stored in 
open containers, while 
manure and slurry were 
routinely discharged into 
open drains. In several 
locations, improper car-
cass disposal and dairy 
waste management prac-
tices pointed to broader 
environmental and pub-
lic health risks.
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Probe finds widespread dairy 
welfare, health lapses

Campaigning 
ends

New 
campaign 

AHMEDABAD: Campaign-
ing for the by-election to 
the Manjalpur assembly 
seat in Gujarat’s Vado-
dara district ended on 
Tuesday evening, with 
polling scheduled on 
July 30 to decide the 
fate of two candidates 
in the fray. Voting will 
be held between 7 am 
and 6 pm on Thursday, 
while counting of votes 
will take place on August 
3, according to the office 
of the Gujarat Chief Elec-
toral Officer (CEO). The 
bypoll was necessitated 
by the death of senior 
BJP MLA and former 
state minister Yogesh 
Patel on June 2 after a 
prolonged illness. The 
ruling BJP has fielded for-
mer Vadodara Municipal 
Corporation councillor 
Satish Govindbhai Patel, 
while the Congress has 
nominated its Gujarat 
vice president and for-
mer minister Bhikhabhai 
Rabari. Among others, 
Chief Minister Bhupen-
dra Patel, Gujarat BJP 
president Jagdish Vish-
wakarma and Gujarat 
Congress president Amit 
Chavda addressed cam-
paign rallies.

MUMBAI: Berger Paints 
India Limited, unveiled a 
refreshed brand identity 
anchored in a power-
ful belief: that whatever 
life might test us with, it 
should never take away 
our colour. Brought to 
life through the thought, 
‘Rang Bana Rahe’, the 
new campaign rein-
terprets Berger Paints’ 
long-standing promise 
of preservation of colour 
through a deeply human 
lens. In a category where 
brands have often looked 
alike and colour has been 
celebrated as an outward 
expression, Berger offers a 
different perspective with 
a distinctive brand iden-
tity and a visual treatment 
that stands apart. For 
decades, Berger has pro-
tected colour with Home-
Shield, which defends 
against rain; WeatherCoat 
Anti Dustt, which keeps 
dust at bay; and Easy 
Clean, which resists every-
day stains. That com-
mitment has shaped the 
company’s products, its 
innovations, and its place 
in millions of homes. With 
‘Rang Bana Rahe’, Berger 
takes that enduring prom-
ise of safeguarding colours 
beyond walls to people. 
‘Rang Bana Rahe’ is a per-
spective on life as much as 
it is about paints. Just as 
Berger’s paint preserves 
colour throughout every 
season, the campaign 
celebrates the resilience 
to hold on to our colours 
within our individuality 
and spirit, even when life 
puts them to the test.

Kolkata posters row; 
leaders deny involvement

‘Paper leaks continue despite 2024 law’

Press Trust Of India

Ghosh and Roy deny 
posters, back politi-
cal message.

KOLKATA: Rebel TMC 
MP-turned-NCPI parlia-
mentary leader Sudip 
Bandyopadhyay found 
himself at the centre of 
a political controversy 
on Tuesday after abusive 
posters branding him a 
“traitor” surfaced across 
his North Kolkata constit-
uency, with the names 

of TMC legislator Kunal 
Ghosh and state minis-
ter Tapas Roy printed as 
the “campaigners”. Both 
Ghosh and Roy, however, 
denied any involvement 
in putting up the post-
ers, even though they 
endorsed the political 
message against the vet-
eran parliamentarian.

The posters, which 
appeared overnight 
at several locations, 
including Taltala bus 
stand, Bangabasi Col-
lege, Creek Row and 
near the Railway Coop-

erative Bank -- all falling 
within Bandyopadhyay’s 
Lok Sabha constitu-
ency -- carried his pho-
tograph along with a 
rhyming slogan describ-
ing him as a “traitor” 
and “thief” while also 
referring to him as the 
husband of TMC MLA 
Nayana Bandyopadhyay. 
The posters identified 
‘Tapas Roy’ and ‘Kunal 
Ghosh’ as the campaign-
ers. Ghosh, however, 
dismissed any sugges-
tion that he was behind 
the posters.
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NEW DELHI: The Congress 
on Tuesday questioned the 
proposed amendments to 
the anti-paper leaks law, 
saying despite an existing 
law, question paper leaks of 
public examinations have 
continued and it has proved 
to be a failure. Initiating the 
debate on the Public Exami-
nation (Prevention of Unfair 

Means) Amendment Bill 2026 
in Lok Sabha, Deputy Leader 
of Congress in the House, 
Gaurav Gogoi, also said that 

students were compelled to 
hit the streets and their pain 
needs to be understood. 
The government introduced 
the Bill in the Lok Sabha on 
Monday, days after student 
protests over the NEET fiasco 
led to Dharmendra Pradhan’s 
resignation as education min-
ister, to provide for stricter 
punishment of up to 10 years 
in jail and a heftier fine of Rs 
50 lakh for paper leaks.

FASTFACTS

z  Probe conducted 
between 10 February 
and 15 April 2026.

zDairy units 
found operating in 
residential areas.
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NEW DELHI: Underscoring 
the need to balance the 
students’ right to educa-
tion with the ongoing SIR 
of electoral rolls here, 
the Delhi High Court on 
Tuesday asked the Elec-
tion Commission to be 
“sensitive” to the condi-
tion of government school 
teachers requisitioned for 
the exercise and ensure 
that they are not overbur-
dened. A bench of Chief 
Justice D K Upadhyaya 
and Justice Tejas Karia 
said the Special Intensive 
Revision was undoubt-
edly “important” but 
expressed displeasure at 
the “threatening” tenor of 
an Election Commission 
of India (ECI) order to 
principals not to obstruct 
election-related work.

The bench also 
directed the authorities to 
keep in mind that undue 
stress is not caused to 
the teachers who have 
been called upon to act as 
booth level officers (BLOs) 
and enumeration staff 
after working for long 
hours in school. “What 
we all want from you is to 
be a bit sensitive to their 
situation. We are not cur-
tailing your right. We are 
conscious of the human 
condition which these 
teachers are undergoing. 

Asking any teacher to 
work for eleven hours...
Teaching staff, mostly, it 
is women. They have chil-
dren, their families. You 
have to humanise their 
conditions. What lan-
guage you have applied 
while issuing this order. 
Are you creating fear or 
what?” the bench told the 

EC. “We do not under-
mine the exercise being 
undertaken by the ECI. 
The issue is how to strike 
a balance with Section 27 
of the Right to Education 
Act. It appears that you 
are least bothered about 
the Right to Education 
Act. The kind of language 
that you have used in 

this. The whole tenor of 
the letter is threatening,” 
it added.

As the petitioner 
alleged that teachers 
were not being allowed 
to perform their school 
duties, the court asked 
him to file a rejoinder 
to the ECI’s response 
and state any specific 
instance where a teacher 
was asked to prioritise 
election-related work 
over teaching. The coun-
sel for the ECI assured 
that the government 
teachers were not being 
overburdened and that 
there were volunteers to 
assist them and also pro-
vide refreshments.

‘Avoid burdening 
teachers with SIR work’

‘Protect education rights of Delhi 
school children’

EC need to avoid overburdening requisitioned school teachers

Lawyers Rajesh Kumar 
Gogna and Ashok Agarwal 
have stated in their PIL 
that they want to protect 
the fundamental right to 
education of lakhs of chil-
dren studying in govern-
ment, municipal and gov-
ernment-aided schools in 
Delhi, whose teachers have 
been assigned to work in 
the SIR process. Referring 
to the requisition of 149 
teachers from 15 govern-
ment schools for SIR in 
Ambedkar Nagar constitu-

ency, the PIL has claimed 
that in several schools, the 
entire regular faculty has 
been withdrawn during 
teaching hours, leaving 
classes to be conducted 

by either guest teachers 
or teachers of unrelated 
subjects. “The deploy-
ment is contrary to the 
law declared in Election 
Commission of India vs. St. 
Mary’s School, violates sec-
tion 27 read with sections 
25-26 of the RTE Act, 2009, 
and ignores the vast pool 
of non-teaching staff of the 
authorities amenable to 
requisition under Section 
159 of the Representation 
of the People Act,” the peti-
tion said.

HIGHLIGHT

z PIL flags teacher 
withdrawal disrupting 
regular classes.

zDeployment violates 
ECI ruling and RTE 
provisions.



QUOTE  FROM THE QUOTABLE

Tobacco addiction con-
tinues to be one of the 
world’s most serious pub-

lic health threats, claiming an esti-
mated 8.7 million lives every year 
despite the availability of multiple 
cessation therapies. Although 
millions of tobacco users express 
a strong desire to quit, maintain-
ing long-term abstinence remains 
difficult because of intense nic-
otine dependence, withdrawal 
symptoms and frequent relapses. 
A new study by researchers at 
the All India Institute of Medi-
cal Sciences (AIIMS), New Delhi, 
provides encouraging evidence 
that yoga can serve as a valuable 
complementary intervention, sig-
nificantly improving the chances 
of quitting tobacco while strength-
ening mental well-being.

The systematic review and 
meta-analysis was conducted 
by researchers from the Cen-
tre for Integrative Medicine and 
Research and the Centre for 
Community Medicine at AIIMS-
Delhi. Published in the journal 
Nicotine & Tobacco Research, the 
study reviewed seven random-
ized controlled trials involving 
629 participants from India, the 
United States and Thailand. Five 
of these studies met the criteria 
for inclusion in the meta-analysis, 
enabling researchers to evaluate 
yoga’s effectiveness using robust 
scientific evidence.

The findings revealed that 
tobacco users who practised yoga 
had nearly 50 percent higher 
odds of achieving short-term 
abstinence than participants 
receiving standard tobacco ces-
sation treatment or other non
-yoga interventions. Researchers 

described yoga as a moderately 
effective strategy that can comple-
ment conventional methods such 
as counselling, behavioural ther-
apy and medication. Rather than 
replacing existing treatments, 
yoga appears to strengthen their 
effectiveness by addressing the 
psychological and emotional 
aspects of addiction.

The review evaluated dif-
ferent forms of yoga, includ-
ing Hatha, Vinyasa and Iyengar 
yoga, along with pranayama or 
yogic breathing exercises. These 
practices combine physical pos-
tures, breathing techniques and 
mindfulness, creating a holis-
tic approach to improving both 
physical and mental health. The 
pooled analysis showed better 
outcomes in seven-day point 
prevalence abstinence, a widely 

accepted indicator used interna-
tionally to measure tobacco cessa-
tion success.

One of the study’s most signifi-
cant findings was yoga’s positive 
impact on mental health. Partici-
pants consistently reported reduc-
tions in anxiety, depression and 
stress, along with improvements in 
emotional well-being and overall 
quality of life. Since psychological 
distress is one of the leading causes 
of relapse among tobacco users, 
these improvements may play a 
critical role in helping individuals 
remain tobacco-free. Active yoga 
styles such as Hatha, Vinyasa and 
Iyengar were found to reduce 
stress and depressive symptoms, 
while pranayama effectively con-
trolled cravings and eased the 
negative emotions associated with 
nicotine withdrawal.

Researchers also highlighted 
the importance of self-aware-
ness and emotional regulation 
developed through regular yoga 
practice. Mindfulness cultivated 
during yoga sessions enables 
individuals to recognize cravings 
without immediately acting on 
them. This improved self-control, 
combined with better stress man-
agement, may explain why yoga 
participants demonstrated higher 
quit rates than those relying solely 
on conventional interventions.

Another noteworthy aspect of 
the review was the inclusion of 
an Indian randomized controlled 
trial involving both smokers 
and users of smokeless tobacco. 
Smokeless tobacco consumption 
remains widespread in India, 
yet it has received relatively lit-
tle attention in global cessation 

research. By including both forms 
of tobacco use, the study expands 
the relevance of yoga-based inter-
ventions to populations where 
chewing tobacco and similar 
products remain common.

Despite the encouraging find-
ings, the researchers cautioned 
that current evidence is still lim-
ited. They emphasized the need 
for larger, long-term randomized 
trials involving more diverse pop-
ulations, particularly in low- and 
middle-income countries where 
tobacco consumption remains 
high. Standardized research meth-
ods, consistent outcome measures 
and longer follow-up periods 
would provide stronger evidence 
regarding yoga’s sustained effec-
tiveness in preventing relapse.

Dr. Gautam Sharma, Profes-
sor of Cardiology and Founder-
Head of the Centre for Integrative 
Medicine and Research at AIIMS-
Delhi, described yoga as an effec-
tive mind-body intervention that 
promotes stress management, 
emotional balance and self-aware-
ness—qualities essential for over-
coming addictive behaviours. He 
noted that yoga is also a promising 
rehabilitation tool that improves 
both physical and mental health. 
Because it is affordable, acces-
sible and culturally acceptable, 
yoga can be easily integrated into 
existing tobacco cessation pro-
grammes. When combined with 
evidence-based medical thera-
pies, counselling and behavioural 
support, yoga has the potential to 
become a powerful public health 
intervention, helping millions of 
people break free from tobacco 
addiction while improving their 
overall health and quality of life.

“Progress takes time and steady effort, but commitment  
means never retreating from your path.”

[ Abraham Lincoln ]
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China’s growing deployment of J-20 stealth fighter jets 
along the Himalayan frontier marks a significant shift in 
the region’s military balance and serves as a reminder 

that technological superiority increasingly defines modern 
warfare. The reported presence of multiple J-20s at airbases 
in Hotan and Damxung, both strategically positioned opposite 
India’s northern borders, suggests that fifth-generation air 
operations are no longer experimental but have become an 
integral part of the People’s Liberation Army Air Force’s oper-
ational doctrine. The concern extends beyond the number of 
aircraft deployed. The J-20’s stealth capabilities, advanced sen-
sors and long-range engagement potential provide China with 
a qualitative advantage that India’s present fighter fleet cannot 
fully match. While the Indian Air Force possesses highly capa-
ble platforms such as the Rafale and the Su-30MKI, they belong 
to the fourth-generation category and lack the low-observable 
characteristics that increasingly define air superiority in con-
tested environments. Equally noteworthy is China’s remarkable 
industrial capacity. Reports indicate that J-20 production has 
expanded rapidly, with annual output now estimated at well 
over one hundred aircraft. Such production rates reflect not 
only manufacturing excellence but also long-term strategic 
planning, integrated supply chains and sustained political 
commitment. Defence preparedness is ultimately shaped as 
much by industrial capability as by battlefield performance.
India cannot afford complacency. The indigenous Advanced 
Medium Combat Aircraft (AMCA) programme remains the 
country’s long-term answer to the stealth challenge, but it is 
still years away from operational induction. Until then, acceler-
ating the modernisation of existing fighter fleets, upgrading the 
Su-30MKI with advanced avionics and weapons, strengthening 
integrated air defence systems and investing in counter-stealth 
radar technologies should receive the highest priority. Equally 
important is expanding indigenous defence manufacturing. 
India’s long-term security cannot depend solely on imports. 
Greater investment in aerospace research, artificial intelli-
gence, electronic warfare, drone technologies and next-gener-
ation missile systems will be essential to maintaining credible 
deterrence. At the same time, strategic restraint must remain 
the guiding principle. Military preparedness should strengthen 
deterrence rather than encourage confrontation. India has 
consistently demonstrated that peace is best preserved through 
credible strength backed by responsible diplomacy. A balanced 
approach—combining technological advancement, domestic 
defence production, infrastructure development and sustained 
diplomatic engagement—will ensure that India’s national secu-
rity remains resilient in an increasingly contested Indo-Pacific 
strategic environment.

|  G U E S T  V I E W  | 

Cooling Crisis 
Demands Equitable 
Energy Justice

The Unschooling Movement: Learning for Life

India’s rising temperatures and growing dependence on 
air conditioners present a serious challenge that extends 
far beyond personal comfort. With electricity demand 

projected to rise sharply by 2050 and household air condi-
tioner ownership expected to increase from just 5 percent to 
more than 50 percent, the country’s already strained power 
grid will face unprecedented pressure. Yet, while urban 
households increasingly enjoy cooling facilities, millions of 
rural families continue to struggle with frequent power cuts 
and unreliable electricity. This widening energy divide high-
lights a troubling inequality. Access 
to cooling has become a matter 
of health and survival rather than 
luxury. Climate change is expected 
to contribute to nearly 4,30,000 
heat-related deaths annually world-
wide, with the heaviest burden 
falling on vulnerable populations in 
Asia and Africa that have contributed 
the least to global emissions. Ignor-
ing these realities while prioritizing 
urban cooling without strengthening rural power infrastruc-
ture reflects a serious policy imbalance. India’s response must 
focus on building a resilient and inclusive energy system. 
Investments in stronger transmission networks, renewable 
energy, energy-efficient cooling technologies, and decentral-
ized power solutions are essential. Equal access to reliable 
electricity should be viewed as a fundamental necessity in an 
era of worsening climate extremes. Sustainable and equitable 
energy planning is the only way to protect millions from the 
growing threat of deadly heatwaves while ensuring balanced 
national development.
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End deadly manual scavenging through enforcement
The tragic deaths of two workers inside a septic tank in Greater Noida 
once again expose India’s failure to eradicate manual scavenging 
despite its legal ban. Hundreds continue to lose their lives because 
of poor enforcement, lack of mechanisation and inadequate safety 
measures. Urban authorities and contractors must be held strictly 
accountable. No one should die performing such hazardous work. 
Strong implementation of existing laws is essential to end this inhu-
man practice.

Yash Pal Ralhan, Jalandhar

Nature conservation requires collective responsible action
Nature sustains human life, yet reckless urbanisation, pollution and exces-
sive resource consumption continue to threaten ecological balance. Con-
serving forests, wetlands and biodiversity is essential for protecting future 
generations. Responsible use of water, energy and other natural resources, 
along with reducing plastic pollution, must become everyday habits. Nature 
Conservation Day reminds us that environmental protection is a shared 
responsibility requiring sustained public awareness, government commit-
ment and individual action.

Dr. Ganapathi Bhat, Akola
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China’s J-20 
Deployment Raises 
Strategic Concerns

Dr. Vijaykumar H. K.

Yoga Strengthens Tobacco Quit Success Rates

Dr Vijay Garg
Retired Principal‌ 

Educational columnist 
Eminent Educationist.

responsibility for their learning.
Another benefit is the reduc-

tion of academic stress. Many chil-
dren experience anxiety due to 
constant testing, competition, and 
performance pressure. Unschool-
ing shifts the focus from marks to 
mastery, from comparison to per-
sonal growth, and from memoriza-
tion to understanding.

Critics, however, raise impor-
tant concerns. They question 
whether children will acquire 
essential knowledge in mathemat-
ics, science, languages, and social 
studies without a structured cur-
riculum. Some worry about social-
ization, discipline, and readiness 
for higher education or profes-
sional careers. These concerns are 
valid and highlight the importance 
of thoughtful planning and active 
parental involvement.

Successful unschooling 
requires committed parents or 
mentors who create a rich learn-
ing environment, provide oppor-
tunities, encourage exploration, 
and ensure that children gradually 
build essential academic founda-
tions. Freedom without guidance 
can become directionless, but 
freedom supported by wise men-
torship can inspire lifelong learn-
ing.

Around the world, several 
countries are becoming more 
open to flexible educational mod-
els, although legal recognition of 
unschooling varies. Many families 
combine elements of traditional 
education with self-directed learn-
ing, creating hybrid approaches 
that balance structure with flexi-

bility.
In the age of artificial intelli-

gence, automation, and rapidly 
changing careers, the ability to 
learn continuously may be more 
valuable than simply mastering a 
fixed body of knowledge. Tomor-
row’s workforce will require cre-
ativity, adaptability, critical think-
ing, collaboration, and lifelong 
curiosity—qualities that unschool-
ing seeks to cultivate.

However, unschooling is not 
a universal solution. Every child 
has different learning needs, per-
sonalities, and circumstances. 
Some thrive within structured 
classrooms, while others flourish 
when given greater independence. 
The goal should not be to replace 
schools entirely but to recognize 
that meaningful education can 
take many forms.

Ultimately, education is not 
merely about completing a syl-
labus or earning certificates. It 
is about preparing individuals to 
live thoughtful, responsible, com-
passionate, and fulfilling lives. 
Whether learning occurs in a 
classroom, at home, in a library, 
or through everyday experiences, 
true education inspires curiosity, 
develops character, and equips 
people to keep learning through-
out life.

The unschooling movement 
reminds us of an important truth: 
learning does not begin with a 
school bell, nor does it end with 
graduation. It is a lifelong journey, 
shaped by curiosity, experience, 
and the courage to explore the 
world with an open mind.

For generations, formal 
schooling has been con-
sidered the primary path 

to education. Children attend 
classes, follow a fixed curriculum, 
take examinations, and progress 
through grades. While this system 
has educated billions, a growing 
number of parents and educa-
tors are exploring a different phi-
losophy known as unschooling. 
Rather than rejecting education, 
unschooling reimagines it by 
placing curiosity, experience, and 
self-directed learning at the cen-
ter of a child’s development.

Unschooling is an educational 
approach in which children learn 
through everyday life instead of 
following a predetermined school 
curriculum. It is based on the 
belief that children are naturally 
curious and capable of directing 
their own learning when given 
the freedom, resources, and 
encouragement to explore their 
interests.

Unlike traditional home-
schooling, where parents often 
recreate school lessons at home, 
unschooling has no rigid time-
table, prescribed textbooks, or 
standardized tests. Learning 
happens naturally—while reading 
books, conducting experiments, 
gardening, traveling, cooking, 
coding, volunteering, playing 
music, or simply asking questions 
about the world.

The philosophy behind 
unschooling is simple: learning 
is most meaningful when it is 
driven by genuine interest rather 
than external pressure. A child 

fascinated by space may spend 
weeks studying planets, build-
ing telescope models, watching 
documentaries, and learning 
mathematics through astronomy. 
Another interested in cooking 
may develop scientific under-
standing, mathematical skills, 
nutrition knowledge, and cultural 
awareness while preparing meals.

Modern technology has sig-
nificantly expanded the possibili-
ties for unschoolers. Educational 
videos, online courses, virtual 
museums, digital libraries, pod-
casts, coding platforms, and 
global learning communities pro-
vide access to knowledge that was 
unimaginable just a few decades 
ago. Children can learn from 
experts around the world without 
being confined to a classroom.

Research in educational psy-
chology suggests that intrinsic 
motivation—the desire to learn 
because one is genuinely inter-
ested—often leads to deeper 
understanding and longer-lasting 
knowledge than learning driven 
solely by examinations or grades. 
Unschooling attempts to nurture 
this intrinsic motivation by allow-
ing children to pursue subjects at 
their own pace.

One of the greatest strengths 
of unschooling is the develop-
ment of life skills. Children learn 
problem-solving, communica-
tion, creativity, decision-making, 
financial literacy, collaboration, 
and adaptability through real-
world experiences. They are 
encouraged to ask questions, seek 
answers independently, and take 

A comprehensive AIIMS-led review suggests yoga can significantly improve tobacco cessation outcomes  
while enhancing mental health, offering an affordable complementary strategy against addiction.
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On Tuesday, the MPs 
from NCPI attended 
their first-ever parlia-
mentary party meet-
ing with the NDA.

NEW DELHI: For the first 
time, a group of MPs 
who recently left the Tri-
namool Congress and 
joined the Nationalist Citi-
zens Party of India (NCPI) 
attended the NDA parlia-
mentary party meeting 
on Tuesday in the pres-
ence of Prime Minister 
NarendraModi and senior 
Union ministers.

Around 20 LokSabha 
MPs had broken away 
from the Trinamool 
Congress and joined the 
NCPI. The MPs are cur-
rently seated separately 
from TMC members in 
the LokSabha, while 

Speaker Om Birla is yet 
to decide on granting 
formal recognition to the 
NCPI as a parliamentary 
group.

After joining the NCPI, 
the MPs extended their 
support to the BJP-led 
National Democratic Alli-
ance. One of the promi-
nent leaders of the group, 
SudipBandyopadhyay, 
had also recently met 
Prime Minister Narendra-
Modi.

The NDA parliamentary 
party meeting was held 
at the Parliament House 
complex. NCPI MP Sayoni 
Ghosh said that she par-
ticipated in the meeting, 
describing it as informa-
tive and productive. 

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI: Shiv Sena (UBT) 
leader Aaditya Thackeray 
on Tuesday demanded 
the withdrawal of FIRs 
and notices issued 
against students and 
protesters who partici-
pated in demonstrations 
across Maharashtra over 
the alleged NEET paper 
leak. Addressing a press 
conference, Thackeray 
criticized the state gov-
ernment’s response and 
accused it of attempting 
to suppress the voices of 
young people through 
police action and restric-
tions on social media con-
tent.

Thackeray claimed that 
FIRs were registered, 
minors were detained, 
and notices were issued 
to several protesters who 
had taken part in agita-
tions on July 22 and 23 
demanding the resigna-
tion of Union Education 
Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan over the alleged 
irregularities in the NEET 
examination.

He announced that 
his party would provide 
free legal assistance to 
all affected protesters 
across Maharashtra. He 
appealed to students and 
demonstrators facing 
legal action to approach 
the party for support and 
also invited lawyers will-
ing to provide pro bono 
services to join the legal 
effort. Thackeray fur-
ther stated that his party 
would pursue complaints 
regarding alleged police 
excesses through all pos-
sible legal channels.

The Shiv Sena (UBT) 
leader accused the gov-
ernment of trying to 
silence criticism by 
removing social media 
posts and suspending 

accounts on platforms 
such as Facebook and 
Instagram. He described 
the BJP-led government 
as “anti-youth” and “anti-
students” and criticized 
the reception given by 
BJP MPs to Union Edu-
cation Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan in Par-
liament. Apart from the 
NEET issue, Thackeray 
also demanded clarifica-
tion from Maharashtra 
Chief Minister Deven-
draFadnavis regarding 
alleged irregularities in 
the Maharashtra Com-
mon Entrance Test 
(MH-CET) for engineer-
ing admissions. He ques-
tioned the credibility of 
the examination process, 
citing instances where 
some students report-
edly achieved unusually 
high scores despite hav-
ing average academic 

records.
Thackeray highlighted 

the case of two sib-
lings from Nanded who 
received identical marks 
in the examination and 
another student from 
Bhandara whose MH-CET 
score was reportedly 
higher than their Class 
12 board examination 
marks. He said that since 
engineering admissions 
were scheduled to begin, 
the Chief Minister should 
address the concerns 
raised by students and 
parents. The opposi-
tion has also questioned 
the transparency of the 
MH-CET examination 
process, with several stu-
dents and parents alleg-
ing that candidates with 
modest academic back-
grounds secured excep-
tionally high percentiles. 
Thackeray stated that 
the government must 
provide clear answers 
on both NEET-related 
protests and the alleged 
irregularities in MH-CET 
to restore confidence 
among students.
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“The meeting sent a 
clear message: there 
is strength in unity.”     

D.K. Shivakumar,             
CM of Karnataka

‘Withdraw FIR for 
NEET protestors’

On Tuesday, Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Aaditya Thackeray demanded the 
withdrawal of FIRs for NEET protestors.

HIGHLIGHT

z He criticized the 
state government for 
suppressing the voices 
of the youth.

HIGHLIGHT

z These MPs have left 
Mamata Banerjee’s 
Trinamool Congress.

Non-veg 
sales 
MUZAFFARNAGAR: Ahead 
of the KanwarYatra 
beginning on July 30, 
authorities in Muzaf-
farnagar have banned 
the cooking and sale of 
non-vegetarian food at 
hotels and roadside eat-
eries located along the 
pilgrimage route. The 
food safety department 
has also directed eatery 
owners to display neces-
sary documents, includ-
ing licences, owner 
details, and food safety 
QR codes.

Assistant Commis-
sioner Food ArchanaD-
heeran said that such 
guidelines are followed 
every year during the 
KanwarYatra. Eater-
ies have also been 
instructed to avoid using 
onions and garlic in food 
preparation. Six teams 
have been formed to 
inspect food quality and 
ensure that stale food is 
not served.

NCPI MPs attend first NDA 
parliamentary party meeting
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PROMOTING SCIENTIFIC AGRICULTURE
ICAR-NIBSM strengthens SC farmers with  

farm equipment under SCSP

RAIPUR: In a significant step towards 
promoting sustainable and scientific 
agriculture among Scheduled Caste 
farmers, the ICAR–National Institute of 
Biotic Stress Management, Raipur, dis-
tributed 60 battery-operated sprayers 
to farmers from Beltukri village under 
the Scheduled Caste Sub Plan (SCSP).

The programme witnessed the par-
ticipation of all beneficiary farmers 
along with Sarpanch Santosh Kurre 
and SatnamGautam. The initiative 
is part of ICAR-NIBSM’s continuing 
efforts to enhance farm productiv-
ity by providing modern agricultural 
implements and disseminating scien-
tific crop management technologies 
among resource-poor farming com-
munities.

In his message, Dr. P.K. Rai, Director, 
ICAR-NIBSM, reaffirmed the institute’s 

commitment to empowering Sched-
uled Caste farmers through the SCSP 
by ensuring access to modern farm 
machinery, scientific technologies, 
and capacity-building programmes. 
He emphasized that the institute will 
continue to work towards improving 
farmers’ livelihoods through need-
based technological interventions and 
extension activities.



CLOSE UP

For Shehnaaz  
‘purpose’ is above cine 

glamour 
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Trending on Insta

OTT Watch

Sunny Deol has announced that his 
upcoming film Batwara 1947 has 
received a clean clearance from the 
Central Board of Film Certification 
(CBFC), earning an A certificate with-
out a single cut. 

Sharing the update on social 
media, the actor described the film 
as “a story of humanity and love” 
set against the backdrop of the 1947 
Partition. Directed by Rajkumar 
Santoshi, the film also marks Preity 
Zinta’s return to the big screen and 
reunites Santoshi with Sunny after 
nearly three decades. Backed by 
Aamir Khan Productions, Batwara 
1947 features music by A.R. Rahman 
and is scheduled to release in the-
atres on August 14.

On Kriti Sanon’s birthday, her on-screen fash-
ion journey continues to inspire style lovers with 
looks that balance elegance and practicality. From 
breezy resort wear in Cocktail 2 to sharp power 
dressing in Crew, she effortlessly adapts to every 
role. Her utility-inspired outfits in Bhediya, time-
less romantic styles in Dilwale and relaxed cotton 
kurtas in Bareilly Ki Barfi showcase her incredible 
versatility. Whether it’s tailored blazers, co-ord 
sets, classic ethnic wear or everyday casuals, Kriti 
proves that confidence is the best accessory. 

Bollywood

CBFC clears Batwara 
1947 without cuts

Fashion

Kriti Sanon’s most iconic 
fashion statements

@iamsunnydeol

Sunny Deol’s emotional 
tribute to his mother
Ahead of Batwara 1947’s trailer 
launch, Sunny Deol shared an emo-
tional tribute to his mother, Prakash 
Kaur, calling her his greatest strength. 
He dedicated the film to mothers 
everywhere, with his heartfelt post 
winning fans’ admiration online.

@aslisona

Sonakshi Sinha gives 
Gen Z playful credit
Sonakshi Sinha gave a playful nod to 
Gen Z while sharing her improved 
padel skills on Instagram. Posting a 
video from the court, the actress jok-
ingly credited the younger generation 
for helping level up her game with her 
signature humour.

Indian cricketer Arshdeep Singh 
has officially confirmed his rela-
tionship with actor-model Samreen 
Kaur, putting weeks of speculation 
to rest. Sharing two affectionate 
photos on Instagram, the pacer sim-
ply captioned them, “My Person,” 
making their romance public for 
the first time. Samreen, an actor, 
model and former Femina Miss 

India finalist, has appeared in proj-
ects including 83, Sardaar Ji 2 and 
the web series Nail Polish, besides 
featuring in several popular music 
videos. Rumours about the couple 
began during IPL 2026 after fans 
spotted Samreen at Punjab Kings 
matches. Arshdeep’s heartfelt post 
has now made their relationship 
Instagram official.

The actor also revealed 
that she admires Radhika 
Apte’s approach to choos-
ing performance-driven 
characters over conven-
tional glamour. Inspired 
by her career choices, 
Shehnaaz hopes to build 
a filmography centred on 
meaningful storytelling 
and memorable roles.

For Shehnaaz, success 
is measured by the qual-
ity of work rather than 
the number of films. She 
believes an actor doesn’t 

need to appear in every 
scene, but the charac-
ter should leave a lasting 
impact. Her honest per-
spective reflects a growing 
shift in the industry, where 
many performers are pri-
oritising well-written roles 
over commercial visibil-
ity. By staying true to her 
artistic vision, Shehnaaz 
is proving that patience, 
purpose and powerful 
performances can create a 
far more enduring legacy 
than glamour alone.

The bollywood hot pair
Arshdeep Singh and Samreen 

make it official 

“When I came in, it was the 90s era. So, 
actors were expected to take fight classes, 

dance classes. So, I was very confused. 
I wanted to back out before the film 

started. Then I decided to block all the 
drama associated with me just because I 

was a star’s son. I focused on my job.” 
Tusshar Kapoor 

Web Series

K-Drama fans get big 
Prime Video treat 

Prime Video India is set to significantly 
expand its Korean entertainment 
catalogue after signing a multi-year 
distribution deal with South Korea’s 
CJ ENM. The partnership will bring 
more than 100 Korean titles to Indian 
audiences over the next two years, 
including 26 brand-new releases. The 
slate begins with Yumi’s Cells Season 
3 and also features popular dramas 
such as Dear X, Study Group**, and 
My Dearest Nemesis. To make the 
content more accessible, all upcoming 
titles will include English subtitles and 
dubbing in Hindi, Tamil and Telugu. 
The collaboration reflects the growing 
popularity of Korean dramas among 
Indian viewers and strengthens Prime 
Video’s K-content library.

Vadhandhi 
returns with new 

mystery
Vadhandhi: The Mystery 

of Mani returns with 
its second season on 

Prime Video on August 
7. Starring M. Sasikumar, 

the thriller follows SI 
Moosa Raza investigat-
ing mysterious skeletal 
remains, uncovering 
shocking truths amid 

politics, media pressure 
and suspense.

Karan Johar 
hosts The Traitors 

again
Prime Video has 

announced that The Trai-
tors Season 2 will pre-

miere on August 13, with 
Karan Johar returning as 

host. The reality show 
features 21 celebrity 

contestants competing in 
a thrilling game of trust, 
deception and strategy 

for the grand prize. 

Rajeev applauds 
women’s 

resilience  
On the finale of Tum Ho 
Naa – Ghar Ki Superstar, 

host Rajeev Khandel-
wal called women the 

finest managers, saying 
they effortlessly balance 

responsibilities, rela-
tionships and ambitions, 
deserving appreciation 

as individuals rather than 
limiting labels.

Huma Qureshi 
hints at Maharani 5   
Huma Qureshi has hinted 
that Maharani Season 5 
is officially underway by 

sharing an Instagram Story 
reading “Season 5 begins.” 

The update has thrilled 
fans, who are eagerly 

awaiting her return as Rani 
Bharti in the acclaimed 

political drama.

Elvish Yadav 
returns for 

Playground 5 
The trailer for Play-

ground Season 5 prom-
ises an intense survival 

gaming battle as mentors 
Elvish Yadav, Tejasswi 
Prakash and Aarush 

Bhola compete through 
strategy, adaptability and 

teamwork. The reality 
gaming show premieres 

on August 1, 2026. 

|  SMALL SCREEN | 

Farah Khan says ‘Lock Upp’ 
changed reality Television 

Central Chronicle News

Inspired by Radhika 
Apte, she refuses 
glamour without 
meaningful roles.

Shehnaaz Gill is choos-
ing meaningful roles 
over glamorous 

appearances, making 
it clear that she values 
strong performances 
more than simply being 
visible on screen. The 
actor recently shared that 
although Bollywood offers 
continue to come her way, 
she will only accept proj-
ects where her character 
has a genuine purpose and 
contributes to the story. 
After making her Hindi 
film debut with Kisi Ka 
Bhai Kisi Ki Jaan and later 
appearing in Thank You 
For Coming and a dance 
number in Vicky Vidya Ka 
Woh Wala Video, Sheh-
naaz says Punjabi cinema 
currently offers her more 
substantial opportunities. 
She believes her popu-
larity in the Punjabi film 
industry has helped her 
secure lead roles, though 
she has also turned down 
several projects that failed 
to excite her creatively. 
According to Shehnaaz, 
many scripts expected her 
to simply smile, look glam-
orous and appear in songs 
without adding much to 
the narrative. She says she 
has consciously rejected 
such roles because she 
wants audiences to 
remember her for impact-
ful performances rather 
than brief appearances. 

Central Chronicle News

Filmmaker and choreogra-
pher Farah Khan has opened 
up about her love for reality 

television, calling Lock Upp: Sach 
Ya Sazaa Season 2 her “dream job”. 
The filmmaker, who co-hosts the 
reality show with Riteish Desh-
mukh, said she has always been 
obsessed with the genre and con-
siders Lock Upp the best cap-
tive reality show she has ever 
watched. Sharing her excitement, 
Farah said, “Everyone knows I am 
obsessed with reality TV, so when 
I say Lock Upp is the best captive 
reality show I’ve ever watched, not 
just hosted, you know I mean it.” 
She added that wherever she goes, 
whether at airports, film shoots or 
public events, people only want 
to discuss the show, calling it a 

full-blown pop culture phenome-
non. Farah also praised the format 

for going beyond arguments and 
eliminations. She said the show 
gave her and Riteish Deshmukh a 
front-row seat to powerful per-
sonal confessions, raw emotions 
and unexpected relationships. 
According to her, Lock Upp is 
about transformation, where con-
testants discover themselves, con-
nect with others and sometimes 
even find redemption. Thanking 
Netflix and producer Ekta Kapoor, 
she said hosting the show has been 
an unforgettable experience.

The reality series recently 
crossed 50 million viewing hours 
within just three weeks of its 
premiere. Riteish Deshmukh 
said the milestone reflects how 
deeply audiences have connected 
with the contestants and their 
emotional journeys. 

‘Don’t want to be 
used as a prop’: 
Shehnaaz

Shehnaaz Gill chooses meaningful cinema over glamour  
and fleeting fame.

HIGHLIGHT

z Farah Khan calls Lock Upp 
her unforgettable dream 
hosting experience.
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Farah Khan on hosting Lock Upp Sach Ya Sazaa



F or many women, 
fitness is no longer 
about fitting into a 

dress or chasing a num-
ber on the weighing scale. 
It is about becoming 
stronger, healthier and 
more confident. Despite 
balancing household 
responsibilities, demand-
ing jobs and raising chil-
dren, women in their 
40s and 50s are making 
time for themselves by 
embracing gyms, yoga 
and strength training 
like never before. Their 
day often begins before 
sunrise with preparing 
meals, managing chil-
dren and getting ready 
for work. Yet, instead of 
ending the day exhausted 
on the couch, many now 
head to the gym, roll 
out a yoga mat or pick 
up dumbbells. What was 
once considered impos-
sible has become a pow-
erful lifestyle shift. Social 

media has played a huge 
role in this transforma-
tion. Countless women 
are inspiring others by 
sharing their fitness jour-
neys, proving that age 
is never a barrier. From 
lifting heavy weights 
and mastering pull-ups 
to improving flexibil-
ity through yoga, these 
women are redefining 

what healthy ageing looks 
like. Strength training, in 
particular, has become a 
favourite. Experts believe 

it helps preserve mus-
cle mass, improves bone 
density, boosts metabo-
lism and enhances bal-

ance, reducing the risk 
of injuries as women 
age. More importantly, 
it builds confidence that 
extends far beyond the 
gym floor.

The biggest lesson 
from this movement is 
simple: self-care is not 
selfish. Investing just 
an hour in exercise can 
improve physical health, 
mental wellbeing and 
energy levels, making 
women better equipped 
to handle everyday chal-
lenges.

Today’s women are 
proving that they can 
care for their families 
while also caring for 
themselves. Their deter-
mination is encouraging 
countless others to pri-
oritize fitness, embrace 
strength and realize that 
the best investment they 
can make is in their own 
health, at every stage  
of life.

HIGHLIGHT

z For the modern 
woman fitness is 
essential.
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DivaDazzle
BEST OF THE REST

Divas on Insta

At India Couture Week 2026, 
designer Isha Jajodia’s ‘Softly 
Strong’ collection for ROSEROOM 
beautifully redefined modern fem-
ininity. Blending delicate lace, 
structured corsetry, intricate flo-
ral appliqué and handcrafted 
embellishments, each ensemble 
celebrated the idea that softness 
and strength can coexist. Dreamy 
shades gradually transitioned into 
bolder hues, symbolising a wom-
an’s evolving journey. Inspired by 
European romance and brought to 
life through skilled Indian crafts-
manship, the collection also spot-
lighted the work of female artisans. 
Ending with joyful smiles and danc-
ing models, the showcase proved 
couture isn’t just about fashion it’s 
about confidence, 

Feeling guilty about taking a break? Experts 
say it’s time to rethink that mindset. Rest is 
not laziness but an essential part of staying 
mentally, emotionally and physically healthy. 
Taking short pauses helps improve focus, cre-
ativity and decision-making while reducing 
stress and preventing burnout. Whether it’s a 
quiet walk, meditation, spending time with loved 
ones or simply disconnecting from work, rest allows the 
mind and body to recharge. Instead of measuring success by constant 
busyness, prioritise recovery too. A well-rested mind performs better, 
making breaks an investment in long-term productivity, balance and 
overall wellbeing.

Celebs

Isha Jajodia redefines 
modern femininity

Wellness  

‘Rest’ is your secret 
productivity superpower

Viral Cleaning hack

DIY Overnight Aloe 
Sleeping Mask
Mix fresh aloe vera gel with vita-
min E oil and apply before bedtime. 
This lightweight overnight mask 
helps hydrate skin, leaving it feel-
ing softer, smoother and refreshed 
when you wake up.

Viral Beauty hack

DIY Hibiscus shampoo 
for healthier hair
Skip harsh chemicals and make 
your own hibiscus herbal shampoo 
at home by boiling hibiscus leaves, 
flowers, aloe vera, reetha and water. 
This gentle cleanser leaves hair soft, 
shiny and naturally refreshed after 
washing.

Failure often feels like the end, but it 
can become the beginning of some-
thing greater. Fashion entrepreneur 
Masaba Gupta’s journey proves that. 
As a young tennis player, she had 
the physical strength to compete but 
struggled to control her mindset, 
leading to an unsuccessful sporting 
career. Instead of letting that defeat 

define her, she channelled the same 
passion and determination into build-
ing successful fashion and beauty 
businesses. Her story is a reminder 
that setbacks reveal lessons, not lim-
itations. Sometimes, the path we lose 
is only preparing us for the one where 
we are truly meant to shine. Success 
begins when we learn from failure.

The Inspirors
Failure is not the end,  

says Masaba Gupta

Achiever

Mirabai Chanu lifts 
India to golden glory
Champions are not born over-
night; they are built through 
years of discipline, sacrifice and 
unwavering belief. Mirabai Cha-
nu’s historic gold at the 2026 
Commonwealth Games is a shin-
ing example of what relentless 
dedication can achieve. By lift-
ing a record-breaking 190kg and 
securing her third consecutive 
Commonwealth Games gold, she 
has once again made the nation 
proud. Her journey reminds us 
that consistency is the true mea-
sure of greatness. Every challenge 
she overcame became a stepping 
stone towards success. Mirabai’s 
achievement inspires us to keep 
pushing limits; stay focused on 
our goals and believe that hard 
work always lifts us higher.

|  FASHION | 

Party wear co-ord sets are  
the new celebration attire

Central Chronicle News

Style co-ord sets beau-
tifully with statement 
jewellery and elegant 
accessories effortlessly.

W edding invitations and 
festive celebrations 
are the perfect excuse 

to refresh your wardrobe, and 
partywear co-ord sets are lead-
ing this season’s fashion trends. 
Blending elegance with comfort, 
these coordinated ensembles 
have become favourites for cock-
tail parties, mehendi ceremonies, 
receptions and family gatherings. 
They offer a contemporary alter-
native to heavy traditional outfits 
while ensuring you look polished 
throughout every celebration. 
This season, embellished co-ord 

sets featuring sequins, mirror 
work, pearl detailing, floral 
embroidery and metallic accents 
are dominating festive fashion. 
Satin, silk, velvet and organza 
remain the most-loved fabrics, 
while pastel shades, jewel tones, 
champagne gold, ivory and rich 
wine colours continue to trend. 
Cape sleeves, peplum tops, 

cropped jackets, asymmetrical 
hemlines and draped silhouettes 
are also making stylish state-
ments. Styling a partywear co-ord 
set is effortless. Pair embellished 
outfits with statement chandbali 
earrings or bold cuffs while keep-
ing other accessories minimal. 

Metallic stilettos, embellished 
juttis or block heels complement 
the outfit beautifully. Complete 
the look with a crystal clutch, 
embroidered potli bag or struc-
tured mini handbag. For beauty, 
glowing skin, soft smokey eyes 

and nude or berry lips create an 
elegant finish. Sleek ponytails, tex-
tured buns, soft curls and braided 
hairstyles remain among the big-
gest festive hair trends. One of 
the greatest advantages of co-ord 
sets is their versatility. Wear them 
together for weddings, then mix 
and match the pieces later.

“I was nurturing and feeding my child. 
I had put on weight. At that time, it 
was an issue that I had gained a lot 

of weight. When I lost the weight and 
came back to normal…it’s taken me 5 

years to come back to normal.” 
Kajal Aggarwal Bella

THE BEAUTIFUL ME

Fit & strong is  
beautiful at all age

Truth behind trending hormone hacks

Wedding ready with stylish co-ords

HIGHLIGHT 
Partywear co-ord sets bring 
effortless glamour to every 
festive celebration.

Dia Mirza’s candid revelation about experiencing 
perimenopause at 44 is encouraging more women 
to speak openly about a natural yet often overlooked 
phase of life. The actor shared experiencing sudden 
hot flashes and finding it challenging to keep pace 
with her young son’s energy, highlighting how hor-
monal changes can affect daily routines. Experts 
explain that perimenopause can begin several years 
before menopause and may bring symptoms such 
as disturbed sleep, fatigue, mood swings, joint pain, 
inflammation and irregular periods. Because these 
signs are often mistaken for stress or normal ageing, 
many women delay seeking medical advice.

Many parents believe 
kids’ activewear is simply 
miniature sportswear, 
but experts say that’s far 
from the truth. Designed 
for growing bodies, it 
supports movement, 
comfort and durability 
through school, play and 
sports. The biggest myth 
is that any comfortable 
outfit works equally well. 
In reality, breathable 
fabrics, flexible fits and 

thoughtful designs help 
children move freely and 
stay comfortable all day. 
As children’s lifestyles 
become more active, 
choosing performance-
driven clothing isn’t just 
about fashion it’s about 
supporting confidence, 
unrestricted movement 
and everyday adventures 
with the right balance of 
comfort, functionality 
and long-lasting wear.

Myth or Truth:  Kids’ active wear 
isn’t just tiny sportswear

Breaking the silence 
around perimenopause

Women are breaking stereotypes by making fitness an essential lifestyle commitment permanently.



By Kushan Sarkar

The short series will 
be played in Galle 
(August 15 to 19) and 
Colombo (August 23 
to 27).

NEW DELHI: Veteran 
Madhya Pradesh off-spin-
ner Saransh Jain earned 
his maiden Test call-up 
on Tuesday, capping 
a decade of consis-
tent domestic perfor-
mances as the selectors 
announced India’s 
15-member squad for the 
two-match series against 
Sri Lanka next month.

As reported by PTI on 
Sunday, the 33-year-old 
Saransh was in conten-
tion due to Washington 
Sundar’s likely unavail-
ability for the opening 
Test because of his ongo-
ing rehabilitation from a 
hamstring injury.

The short series will be 
played in Galle (August 
15 to 19) and Colombo 
(August 23 to 27). India 
will also play a four-day 
practice match from 
August 7 to prepare for 
the main assignment.

Saransh’s inclusion 
stems from the Shubman 
Gill-led side’s need for a 
right-arm finger spinner 
in Washington’s absence.

A key member of 
Madhya Pradesh’s Ranji 
Trophy-winning side 
under Chandrakant Pan-
dit’s coaching, the tall 
off-spinner enhanced his 

credentials during the 
recent India A tour of 
Sri Lanka, claiming six 
wickets across the two 
matches while also scor-
ing a gritty unbeaten 70.

With Ravindra Jadeja 
and Manav Suthar being 
the left-arm orthodox 
spinners and Kuldeep 
Yadav a left-arm wrist 
spinner, the selectors 
opted for variety by draft-
ing in the only specialist 
right-arm finger spinner 
in contention.

Jadeja had been given 
a break from the one 

off home Test against 
Afghanistan in June.

Mumbai all-rounder 
Tanush Kotian, who had 
replaced the retired R 
Ashwin during the 2024-
25 Border-Gavaskar 
Trophy, seems to have 
slipped in the pecking 
order because of his 
inability to consistently 
produce wicket-taking 
performances.

The rest of the squad 
was largely on expected 
lines.

Right-arm fast bowler 
Gurnoor Brar retained 
his place after his out-
standing 10-wicket match 

haul against Sri Lanka A.
Pace spearhead Jas-

prit Bumrah and batter 
Sai Sudharsan have been 
invluded subject to fit-
ness and will undergo 
assessments at the BCCI’s 
Centre of Excellence 
later this month before 
the team departs for Sri 
Lanka.

While no official 
standby has been named, 
Vidarbha pacer Yash Tha-
kur and Jammu and Kash-
mir fast bowler Auqib 
Nabi remain in conten-
tion in case Bumrah fails 
to recover fully from his 
impact injury.

TAIPEI CITY (TAIWAN):   Indian shut-
tlers endured a disappointing outing in 
the qualifiers of the Taipei Open Super 
300 tournament, with only Rounak 
Chouhan progressing to the second 
round of the men’s singles qualifying 
round here on Tuesday.

Chouhan, seeded second in the 
qualifiers, defeated Joshua Nguyen of 
Canada 21-15, 21-11 to set up qualifying 
quarterfinal clash against Chinese Tai-
pei’s Kuan Lin Kuo. All other Indians 
in the men’s singles qualifiers exited 
in the opening round. Rithvik Sanjeevi 
lost 10-21, 11-21 to the top seed Riki 
Takei of Japan, while Sankar Subra-
manian was shown the door by USA’s 
Garret Tan 17-21, 10-21. Tushar Suveer 
fought hard before losing 19-21, 21-16, 
12-21 against Chinese Taipei’s Kuan Lin 
Kuo.

The only Indian in the women’s 

singles qualifier, Aakarshi Kashyap, 
seeded fourth, lost 15-21, 19-21 against 
Malaysia’s Kisona Selvaduray.

The Indian pair of Achutaditya 
Rao Doddavarapu and Arjun Reddy 
Pochana also bowed out of the men’s 
doubles qualifying round, losing 5-21, 
8-21 against Chinese Taipei duo Chen 
Bo-Yuan and Lu Ming-Che.

Press Trust Of India

PARIS: Moments after 
being announced as 
France’s new coach on 
Tuesday, Zinedine Zidane 
clenched his fists and his 
usually measured voice 
trembled a little.

“I’m excited,” he said. 
“The France team makes 
you dream. We have 
extraordinary players, an 
extraordinary team.”

Zidane coached Real 

Madrid until leaving in 
2021. He replaces Didier 
Deschamps at the helm 
of France team he led 
to glory as arguably its 
greatest ever player.

“I’ve waited five years 
for this chance, so that’s 
why I’m a bit emotional,” 
said Zidane, adding that 
it was the happiest day of 
his career as coach.

“I’ve always watched 
this side as a fan and also 
as a future coach, I won’t 

hide it.” Zidane added. 
“That’s why I didn’t take a 
club side. I told myself that 
the only thing I wanted 
to do after Madrid was 

taking the France team.” 
French Football Federa-
tion president Philippe 
Diallo announced Zidane’s 
appointment at the FFF 
headquarters in Paris 
on Tuesday, saying he 
has been given a 4-year 
contract. Diallo called 
the hiring of Zidane “an 
exceptional moment, 
exceptional because of the 
person sat next to me,” 
adding that Zidane “is one 
of the legends of French 

soccer.” The 54-year-old 
Zidane could have gone to 
another club after leaving 
Madrid in 2021. But there 
was no way he would.

“I had some offers 
during the five years I 
was away to take charge 
of a club,” he said. “I 
turned them all down 
for the France team. 
It was the only thing I 
wanted to do.” Zidane 
called it “an immense 
joy” taking charge.

Punjab FC 
sign forward 
Gurkirat and 
defender 
Nishchal
MOHALI: Punjab FC have 
bolstered their squad 
ahead of the 2026-27 Indian 
Super League season with 
the double signing of for-
ward Gurkirat Singh and 
defender Nishchal Chan-
dan. Both players have 
signed two-year agree-
ments that will keep them 
with the Shers until May 
31, 2028. Adding firepower 
and versatility to the attack-
ing third, Gurkirat’s arrival 
bolsters Punjab FC’s offen-
sive options. Known for 
his pace, technical ability, 
and eye for goal, the young 
forward is expected to be 
a key component in the 
club’s strategy. A product 
of the AIFF Elite Academy, 
Chandigarh-born Gurkirat 
began his senior profes-
sional career with Indian 
Arrows in the I-League, 
making 18 appearances and 
scoring one goal between 
2018 and 2021.

| EMOTIONAL ZINEDINE  |

Zidane realizes his “dream” as he takes charge of France

Press Trust Of India

Anahat’s original plan 
was to follow in her 
elder sister Amira’s 
footsteps and pursue 
higher education at 
the Harvard. 

NEW DELHI: New-
ly-crowned junior squash 
world champion Anahat 
Singh has revealed that 
she placed her academic 
goals at the prestigious 
Harvard University on 
hold this year to give her-
self the best chance of win-
ning a medal at the 2028 
Los Angeles Olympics.

Anahat’s original plan 
was to follow in her elder 
sister Amira’s footsteps 
and pursue higher educa-
tion at the Harvard.

But bolstered by the 
title triumph in her fifth 
and final attempt, the 

18-year-old now wants to 
put all her energies into 
preparing for the upcom-
ing Asian Games and the 
2028 Los Angeles Olym-
pics in a couple of years’ 
time. Anahat has been liv-
ing out of the suitcase for 
as far as she can remem-
ber, juggling top level 
squash and school. Having 
graduated from school 

only a couple of months 
ago, Anahat has now cho-
sen to focus on the sport to 
take her game to the next 
level. “I was supposed to 
go to college this year, but 
I decided to take a gap 
year because of the Asian 
Games coming up. And 
now I understand that this 
year is really important 
for me regarding squash 

and, the build up to the 
LA 2028 (Games),” Anahat 
told PTI in an interview 
referring to her plans for 
squash’s Olympic debut.

“So, yeah, I mean, just 
focusing on this year, out-
side of school, because I’ve 
been doing that for the last 
12 years (smiles). I’m just 
focusing on squash for a 
year and just making sure 
that I’m at my peak going 
in to LA 28,” she said.

Having got the monkey 
off her back with a world 
junior title in her fifth and 
final appearance, Anahat’s 
next big assignment is the 
Asian Games in Japan in 
September-October.

|  A F T E R  W O R L D  J U N I O R  T R I U M P H  |
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z Anahat’s next big 
assignment is the Asian 
Games in Japan in 
September-October.

INDIA SQUAD

z Shubman Gill 
(captain), KL Rahul 
(vice-captain), Yashasvi 
Jaiswal, Rishabh Pant 
(wicketkeeper), Sai 
Sudharsan, Dhruv 
Jurel (wicketkeeper), 
Ravindra Jadeja, 
Kuldeep Yadav, 
Manav Suthar, Jasprit 
Bumrah, Mohammed 
Siraj, Prasidh Krishna, 
Gurnoor Brar, Devdutt 
Padikkal and Saransh 
Jain.

If I am allowed to bowl by 
the umpire it means my 
bowling action is legal. 

Usman Tariq     
Pak mystery spinner 
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Sonam and Himanshu clinch bronze 
in 10m air rifle mixed team 

HANGZHOU:  Rifle shooters Sonam 
Uttam Maskar and Himanshu Dhillon 
added another medal to India’s cam-
paign, clinching the bronze in the 
10m air rifle mixed team event at the 
ISSF World Cup here on Tuesday.

The bronze medal took India’s over-
all tally at the World Cup to four med-
als, including 1 gold, 1 silver, and 2 
bronze. Both Indian teams delivered 
strong performances in the qualifica-
tion round to advance to the final.

Sonam Uttam Maskar (317.2) and 
Himanshu Dhillon (317.4) combined 
for an aggregate qualification score of 
634.6. Meanwhile, the pair of Elavenil 
Valarivan (316.8) and Parth Rakesh 
Mane (317.4) qualified right behind 
them with a total score of 634.2.

In the final, Sonam and Himanshu 
produced a composed performance 
to combine for 441.2 points (220.6 
each), securing the bronze medal 
behind China 1 and China 2.

Elavenil (190.5) and Parth (188.3) 

finished fourth with a final score of 
378.8. “It was a tough competition, 
and the overall experience was very 
good,” said Sonam, the 23-year-
old from Maharashtra, in a release. 
“Winning a medal is always impor-
tant because it gives us confidence 
for the assignments ahead. Experi-
ence matters more than anything, 
and this performance will moti-
vate us as we prepare for the Asian 
Games and the World Champion-
ships later this season.”

Anahat puts Harvard plans on 
hold to chase Olympic glory

MP off-spinner Saransh Jain 
gets maiden India Test call-up

Saransh’s inclusion stems from the Shubman Gill-led side’s need for a  
right-arm finger spinner in Washington’s absence.

KARACHI:  Former Pakistan captain and 
batting great Zaheer Abbas believes 
Indian stalwarts Virat Kohli and Rohit 
Sharma still have plenty to offer and is 
convinced the two will feature in next 
year’s ODI World Cup.

Speaking on a Pakistani television 
channel, Zaheer, popularly known as the 
‘Asian Bradman’ for his prolific run-scor-
ing feats, said both Indian batting mae-
stros remain among the best in the game 
and that age should not stand in the way 
of their World Cup ambitions.

“Both are very, very good in terms of 
skill and, given their experience, I don’t 
see any reason why they should not play 
the World Cup. Age should not be a fac-
tor as long as they are fit and continue 
scoring runs,” he said. Zaheer said scor-
ing becomes second nature for batters 
of Kohli and Rohit’s calibre after years of 
success at the highest level, while experi-

ence remains an invaluable asset. Kohli is 
still supremely fit, while Rohit just needs 
to pay a little more attention to his fit-
ness, he added. The former Pakistan bat-
ter, who scored more than 100 first-class 
centuries during an illustrious career, 
said India would benefit immensely from 
the duo’s experience at the 2027 ODI 
World Cup, to be jointly hosted by South 
Africa, Zimbabwe and Namibia.

FORMER PAKISTAN CAPTAIN AND BATTING GREAT

Zaheer Abbas backs Kohli, Rohit to play 
2027 ODI World Cup

SINGLES QUALIFYING ROUND 

FUTURE EURO SERIES ROUND 4

KRISTIANSTAD (SWEDEN): Indian 
racing prodigy Atiqa Mir displayed 
moments of brilliance in qualifying 
and the opening heat race before an 
untimely crash spoiled the remainder 
of her weekend at Champions of the 
Future Euro Series Round 4 here.

Considering it was her debut at 
the Kristianstad Kart Track here, the 
11-year-old hardly took any time to get 
up to speed. Fresh off a pole position 
in Italy, Atiqa turned heads by quali-
fying only 0.17 seconds off the fastest 
time in her Qualifying group for a com-
mendable 10th place and 29th overall 
out of 86 drivers. Atiqa, the first Indian 
to be backed by Formula 1 Academy, 
qualified second overall among the 
wildcard entries.

In the round held as a prelude to 
the high stakes FIA European Cham-
pionship here this weekend, Atiqa got 

much needed track time for an invalu-
able experience. In the races, her sev-
enth place in heat 1 was her best result 
of the weekend and came ahead of 
many established drivers on the grid.

Against all odds, Atiqa fought hard 
and gave a good account of her rare 
talent. After the impressive show in 
heat 1, Atiqa did not have much going 
her way. Starting on the outside row 
was a big disadvantage before a crash 
and two penalties marred her smooth 
start to the weekend.

Indian shuttlers disappoint in  
Taipei Open qualifiers

NEW DELH: In 2014, a 
21-year-old Saransh Jain 
was touring Australia 
with an Indore club side, 
chasing his cricket dream 
in white-ball matches. 
Every time he called 
home and asked for his 
father, his mother or 
elder brother would tell 
him that Subodh Jain 
-- also his first and only 
coach -- was “busy” and 
couldn’t speak. When 
Saransh returned, the 
truth hit him with dev-
astating force. His father 
had been diagnosed with 
oral cancer. “My mouth 
was badly swollen after 
surgery and I couldn’t 
speak. The moment 

Saransh saw me, he broke 
down,” recalled Subodh, 
now 61. “I picked up a 
pen and wrote on a piece 
of paper: ‘Beta, tu jitna 
accha karega, main utni 
jaldi theek ho jaaunga’ 
(Son, the better you per-
form, the quicker I will 
recover).” 

It was a Tuesday, and 
like every week when 
he is in Indore, Saransh 
was offering prayers at a 
Hanuman temple when 
the selectors announced 
the squad. “He was 
inside the temple and 
missed the first call. 
When he came out, he 
learnt about his selec-
tion,” Subodh said.

An ailing father’s note: How 
Saransh Jain became a fighter

Atiqa Mir produces moments of  
brilliance in Sweden, finishes P7
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Indian Grandmaster 
Nihal Sarin stresses 
the importance of team 
chemistry for Fyers 
American Gambits in 
the Global  
Chess League.

B E N G A L U R U : L e a d i n g 
Indian Grandmaster 
Nihal Sarin believes 
team chemistry will be 
the key to Fyers Amer-
ican Gambits’ success 
in the upcoming Global 
Chess League, with 
the players set to come 
together only after arriv-
ing for the tournament 
next month.

The GCL will be held 
from September 3 to 13 
and features six fran-

chise teams comprising 
36 elite players, includ-
ing world champions, 
grandmasters and lead-
ing women players.

American Gambits 
boast a formidable 
line-up featuring Candi-
dates champion Javok-
hir Sindarov, Women’s 
World Blitz and Norway 
Chess champion Bibis-
ara Assaubayeva, Span-
ish WGM Sara Khadem, 
Sarin, Daniil Dubov and 

Marc’Andria Maurizzi.
Coach Srinath 

Narayanan faces the 
challenge of moulding 
the star-studded squad 
into a cohesive unit -- a 
task that will be crucial 
to the team’s title ambi-
tions.

“Every player brings 
a different style and per-
spective to the team, 
and that makes the expe-
rience both challenging 
and exciting. 

‘Building team chemistry ahead 
of GCL will be key to success’

| GM NIHAL SARIN |

 Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The All India 
Tennis Association (AITA) 
has partnered with World 
Tennis Number (WTN) to 
launch a comprehensive 
digital platform for Indian 
tennis, bringing players, 

academies, coaches and 
officials onto a single inte-
grated ecosystem across 
web and mobile applica-
tions. The first phase of 
the platform, along with 
the new AITA website, 
will be officially launched 
on August 15. The new 

platform has been 
designed to match the 
latest global standards, 
providing a seamless, 
transparent and efficient 
experience for the entire 
tennis community. The 
initial rollout will enable 
players to complete reg-

istrations, tournament 
entries and withdrawals 
entirely online. Future 
phases will introduce 
automated tournament 
draws, electronic orders 
of play, live results, rank-
ings and a host of addi-
tional digital services.

Indian tennis to go digital with online platformEuropean 
T20 franchise 
league to 
begin on 
August 26
DUBLIN:  The European 
T20 Premier League 
(ETPL) on Tuesday 
unveiled the schedule for 
its inaugural season, with 
the six-team competition 
set to run from August 26 
to September 20 across 
venues in the Netherlands 
and Ireland.

The opening match will 
feature Jonty Rhodes’ Rot-
terdam Dockers taking on 
Steve Waugh’s Amsterdam 
Flames at the Voorburg 
Cricket Club in The Hague 
on August 26.

The second fixture, 
scheduled for August 
27, will see Rahul Dra-
vid-backed Dublin Guard-
ians, led by Ravichandran 
Ashwin, face Glenn Max-
well’s Belfast Wolves.

 Press Trust Of India

Soccer rules panel 
clarifies VAR pro-
cess that World Cup 
red card for Swit-
zerland’s Embolo 
was wrong

GENEVA: Soccer’s law-
making panel clarified 
its guidance to referees 
which confirmed Swit-
zerland forward Breel 
Embolo should not have 
been sent off in the World 
Cup quarterfinals against 
Argentina.

Embolo’s second yel-
low card, after a video 
review for simulating 
being fouled, changed 
the momentum of the 
game in the 72nd minute 
soon after Switzerland 
tied the score at 1-1.

Argentina won 3-1 in 
extra time with help from 
the red-card decision 
that fuelled complaints, 

including from previous 
opponent Egypt, refer-
ees were favouring Lionel 
Messi’s team with deci-

sions.
The FIFA-backed rules 

panel known as IFAB 
published a clarification 
on Monday that VAR 
protocol for “mistaken 
identity” cases was not 
eligible for that type of 
incident at the World 
Cup, though it could be in 
future competitions.

“However, it may not 
be used as such until that 
review is concluded,” the 
Zurich-based IFAB said in 
a statement. Embolo fell 
to the ground on being 
challenged by Argen-
tina midfielder Leandro 
Paredes, who was shown 
a yellow card. The VAR 
officials alerted the ref-
eree to the fact Paredes 
did not commit a foul 
and instead Embolo was 
shown a yellow, his sec-
ond, and was sent off.

| IFAB ADMITS | 

Embolo’s Red Card against Argentina was a mistake

By Aparajita Upadhyay

GLASGOW:  National 
record holder Sarvesh 
Kushare scripted his-
tory as he became the 
first Indian to win a sil-
ver medal in the men’s 
high jump event of the 
Commonwealth Games, 
losing the gold by the 
narrowest of margins in 
an enthralling showdown 
with Jamaica’s Romaine 
Beckford.

After sailing over 
2.25m, both the 31-year-
old Kushare and Beck-
ford failed to clear 
the 2.28m mark. But 
the Jamaican took the 
gold as he had one less 
failed attempt than the 
Indian on count-back. 
The bronze went to 
Jack Kimani (2.20m) of 
England.

The other Indian in 
the fray, Adarsh Ram, 
finished fifth with 
2.15m.

Before Monday, 
Tejaswin Shankar was 
the lone Indian to have 
won a high jump medal 
-- a bronze in the 2022 
Birmingham Games. 
But Kushare bettered 
it with his silver. It was 
Kushare’s first medal in 
the CWG and that too 
on debut. Tejaswin also 
competed on Monday 
and retired after failing 
to clear 2.05m in his 
first attempt. The move 
was a precautionary 
measure for Tejaswin as 

he is competing in the 
men’s decathlon start-
ing on Thursday.

The 27-year-old, who 
has a personal best of 
2.29m, has not com-
peted in too many indi-
vidual high jump events 

in the last two years as 
he has been focussing 
on decathlon.

Son of an onion 
farmer at Devargaon 
village in Maharashtra’s 
Nashik district, Kushare 
used to practice high 

jump by using make-
shift landing pits made 
of corn husks, cotton, 
and agricultural waste, 
prepared by his father 
and childhood coach.

“It’s my first medal, 
also my first medal at 

a major event. Asian 
Games and the Com-
monwealth Games are 
the Games that push 
for the Olympics. I want 
to win a medal. I will 
do my best,” Kushare 
told PTI after his event. 

“I want to win a gold 
medal at the Asian 
Games.”

Asked what was going 
through his mind before 
his final two jumps, he 
said: “I wanted to do 
every jump in the first 

chance. It was a good 
experience.” On Tejas-
win giving him tips 
inside the throwing 
arena, Kushare said, 
“Let the player be in 
the role. He is a good 
player. We will do more 
competitions. We will 
do our best.”

Earlier this month, 
Kushare scripted his-
tory by becoming the 
first Indian high jumper 
to finish on the podium 
at a Diamond League 
meet, claiming third 
place on his debut in 
Monaco and joining an 
exclusive four-member 
club of Indian achiev-
ers. He had cleared 
2.26m to take the third 
spot in a star-studded 
field and grabbed a 
remarkable personal 

milestone. He had set a 
national record of 2.31m 
while winning gold 
at the National Inter-
State Championships 
in Bhubaneswar last 
month.

He was the fourth 
Indian to finish in top-
three of a Diamond 
League event after 
javelin throw super-
star Neeraj Chopra (13 
times since 2022), long 
jumper Murali Sree-
shankar (once in 2023) 
and former discus 
thrower Vikas Gowda 
(on two occasions in 
2015). A late bloomer, 
Kushare first took part 
in a national event when 
he was nearly 20 at the 
2014 Junior Champion-
ships. His first national 
level gold came in 2018 
Indian Open where 
he jumped 2.24m. He 
improved his mark to 
2.26m while winning 
gold in the 2019 Indian 
Open. He raised the 
bar by one centimeter 
to 2.27m on way to a 
gold at the 2022 Gujarat 
National Games. For 
two years, he could not 
make any improvement 
before jumping 2.18m 
while finishing sixth in 
the 2025 World Champi-
onships in Tokyo.

In the process, he 
also became the first 
Indian to qualify for the 
men’s high jump final 
at the World Champion-
ships.

Kushare becomes first Indian to win 
CWG men’s high jump silver

India’s Sarvesh Anil Kushare celebrates after winning the silver medal in the men’s high jump final at the 23rd 
Commonwealth Games, at Scotstoun Stadium, in Glasgow, Scotland.

CWG: Srihari Nataraj enters 100m backstroke semis; Sajan 
Prakash bows out of 50m butterfly
Glasgow: India’s Srihari Nataraj qualified for the 100m 
backstroke semifinals but veteran Sajan Prakash failed 
to go past the Heats of 50m butterfly event in the Com-
monwealth Games swimming competition here on 
Tuesday. Nataraj finished fifth in his Heat and 13th over-
all with a timing of 55.58 seconds. The 16 fastest swim-
mers move ahead from the preliminary stage. The semifinals will be held later 
tonight. Nataraj, whose timing at the 50m mark was 26.26sec, has a personal best 
of 53.77 seconds, which is also the national record that he created in 2021. Sajan, 
however, failed to qualify after finishing eighth in his Heat and 28th overall. The 
32-year-old, who was part of the ninth and final group, clocked 24.94 seconds 
to bow out of contention. The effort was well below his personal best of 23.83 
seconds, also a national record. Sajan, a two-time Olympian, had earlier finished 
eighth and last in the 200m butterfly event finals on Monday, clocking 1:58.05sec. 
That performance was also underwhelming as his personal best and national 
record stands at 1:56.38sec.

Shot-putter Sharmila Dhankar 
clinches para-athletics gold 

Glasgow: Sharmila Dhankar, a woman who was 
impaired by polio at the age of two and survived 
the trauma of an abusive marriage, became India’s 
first para-athlete to clinch a gold medal in the 
Commonwealth Games, winning the women’s shot 
put F57 event here. The 40-year-old produced her 
season’s best throw of 9.81m to end India’s 20-year 
wait for a para-athletics medal in the CWG. Com-
patriot Shilpa Shyla, was awarded the bronze 
medal following an Indian protest amid controver-
sial circumstances. Shyla had produced a personal 
best effort of 7.26m.
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TOKYO: An earthquake 
registering a magnitude 
of 7.1 shook Kumamoto 
on Japan’s southern main 
island of Kyushu late 
Tuesday afternoon, caus-
ing damage and injuries, 
officials said. A tsunami 
advisory was temporar-
ily issued but was lifted 
within two hours, the 
Japan Meteorological 
Agency said.

The agency said the 
tsunami advisory cov-
ered the nearby Ariake 
and Yatsushiro Seas on 
the western coasts of 
Kumamoto, Nagasaki, 
Fukuoka and Saga pre-

fectures about 900 kilo-
metres southwest of 
Tokyo. The US Geological 
Survey initially said the 
earthquake had a magni-
tude of 7.1, but revised it 
later to 6.8. Japan’s Prime 
Minister Sanae Takaichi, 
in a message posted on 
X, said her government 
has set up a task force 

to gather information, 
assess possible damage 
and prepare for rescue 
operations if needed. 
Takaichi later told report-
ers that there have been 
reports of a number of 
injuries and damages to 
roads, bridges and build-
ings, as well as blackouts 
and fire, though details 

are still unclear. Takaichi 
warned people cooking 
to be careful with fire 
and with shards of bro-
ken glass. Kyodo News 
agency said a hospital in 
Yatsushiro city accepted 
about 40 people with 
injuries from the quake. 
A train was derailed and 
fell on one side at the Yat-

sushiro station, and stone 
walls were damaged at 
the Kumamoto castle, 
Kyodo said. Japan’s Fire 
and Disaster Manage-
ment Agency said there 
were no reports of dam-
age to major public facil-
ities and infrastructure, 
though authorities were 
still assessing the extent 
of damage. Local fire 
departments received 
many emergency calls 
reporting fires and dam-
age to homes. “We are 
putting people’s lives as 
the top priority,” Takaichi 
said, urging residents in 
the strongly shaken areas 
to use caution in light of 
possible aftershocks.

Press Trust Of India

A massive blaze near 
Madrid has consumed 
500 square kilometers 
and forced 25,000 
people to flee the 
hills of Avila, mark-
ing Spain’s largest 
recorded wildfire.

BARCELONA: Spanish 
firefighter Javier Garcia 
has never faced any-
thing like the record 
blaze raging near Madrid 
in his two decades pro-
tecting woodlands and 
rural communities. 
“This doesn’t have a 
precedent,” Garcia told 
The Associated Press by 

phone before another 
long day ahead. The 
out-of-control fire has 
consumed 500 square 
kilometers (193 square 
miles) — an area five 
times the size of Bar-
celona — and forced 
25,000 people to flee 

villages in the smolder-
ing hills of Avila west of 
Madrid, the capital. The 
ferocity of Spain’s larg-
est recorded wildfire is 
forcing firefighters to 
fundamentally change 
their tactics, prioritis-
ing evacuations and 

property protection 
due to the danger posed 
by fast-moving walls 
of flames and blazes 
too powerful to attack 
directly. “The evolu-
tion is alarming,” Garcia 
said. Before, his brigade 
would tackle fires in  
the wilderness. 
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IAF officials during the Exercise Pitch Black 2026 alongside the Royal Australian Air Force and Air Forces from 20 nations. (PTI Photo)

India, Canada 
discuss bilateral 
defence ties

OTTAWA : Indian High 
Commissioner Dinesh 
Patnaik and Canadian 
Minister of National 
Defence David McGuinty 
discussed ways to expand 
bilateral defence ties 
during a meeting, the 
Indian mission said on 
Tuesday. India-Canada 
ties have improved since 
Prime Minister Mark Car-
ney’s election victory 
last year, with both coun-
tries agreeing to revive 
several mechanisms to 
advance relations in a 
range of areas. During 
their meeting, Patnaik 
and McGuinty discussed 
strengthening maritime 
cooperation, advancing 
defence capacity-building 
and training, the Indian 
High Commission in Can-
ada said in a post on X.

|  W I L D F I R E S  S P A I N  F I R E F I G H T E R S  |

Firefighters say they’ve never seen 
anything like Spain’s record blaze

Press Trust Of India

MELBOURNE: Qantas’s 
new ultra long-distance 
aircraft has landed on 
Australian soil for the 
first time on Friday after 
a 19-hour test flight from 
France. The Airbus A350-
1000ULR, designed for 
Qantas to complete some 
of the longest commercial 
flights in the world, set 
off on a nonstop journey 
from Airbus’ manufac-
turing facility Toulouse, 
France on Thursday, 
destined for Melbourne. 
The planes have been 
designed to fly up to 22 
hours nonstop for the 
company’s Sydney to 
London direct route, 

expected to start in Octo-
ber 2027. The test flight 
has attracted attention 
from transport enthu-
siasts, with more than 
67,000 people follow-
ing its almost 17,000km 
path on flightradar24.

com on Friday morning 
– the most-watched flight 
globally on Friday. The 
air traffic website indi-
cates the flight departed 
Toulouse at 7.33am on 
Thursday, local time.  It 
landed in Melbourne just 

over 19 hours later, at 
10.46am, local time. In a 
statement, Qantas said 
four Airbus flight test 
pilots and five flight test 

engineers were oper-
ating the model’s test. 
They and the aircraft 
will stay in Melbourne 
over the weekend then 
depart for Toulouse on 
Monday, with two Qan-
tas pilots joining them 
on board. Qantas’ chief 
technical pilot, Alex 
Passerini, told Chan-
nel Seven on Friday 
the return flight would 
take 23 hours, as the 
crew tested systems 
from fuel transfer to air  
conditioning. Passer-
ini said crews would 
be able to take regu-
lar rest breaks on the 
plane, aligned with the 
airline’s “data-driven”  
systems. 

Qantas tests new long-range 
airbus from France to Melbourne

Airbus A350–1000ULR becomes most watched plane on flight tracking websites as 
Qantas tests new aircraft for its Project Sunrise

|  JAPAN QUAKE | 

Magnitude 7.1 earthquake shakes southern Japan

Briefs
BEST OF THE REST

KABUL:Gunmen killed a high-ranking 
local Taliban official in Afghanistan’s 
northwestern province of Badakhshan 
on Tuesday in a rare targeted killing 
in the country. Two gunmen shot 
Zabihullah Amiri, Badakhshan’s direc-
tor of information and culture, as he 
headed from a local district to the 
provincial capital Faizabad, the Infor-
mation Ministry said in a statement. 
“Immediately following the incident, 
security guards opened fire on the 
attackers; one attacker was killed and 
the second was captured,” the minis-
try said, adding that authorities were 
investigating the killing.

Targeted killings of high-ranking 
Taliban officials have been rare since 
the Taliban seized power in Afghan-
istan in 2021 in the wake of the with-
drawal of US-led forces. In December 
2024, the country’s refugee minister, 
Khalil Haqqani, was killed in a suicide 
bombing in the capital Kabul. Haqqani 
was the uncle of Interior Minister Sira-
juddin Haqqani, who leads a powerful 
network within the Taliban. In June 
2023, a car bomb in Faizabad killed 
Badakhshan’s deputy governor, Nisar 
Ahmad Ahmadi, as well as his driver. 

ANKARA:  Iraq’s new prime minister, 
Ali al-Zaidi, arrived in Turkiye on 
Tuesday for talks that are expected 
to include the construction of a pipe-
line to Turkiye aimed at reducing 
the exposure of Iraq’s oil exports 
to tensions in the Gulf region. It is 
al-Zaidi’s third visit abroad since 
taking office. Zaidi’s meetings with 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
and other officials will also focus on 
security, trade, energy, transporta-
tion and water management, Turkish 
officials said. A statement from the 
Iraqi prime minister’s office said the 
sides will discuss “joint infrastruc-
ture projects in a way that serves the 
interests of the two neighbouring 
countries.” Al-Zaidi, who merged as 
a consensus candidate in Iraq after 
months of deadlock over the pre-
miership following last year’s parlia-
mentary elections, is visiting Ankara 
on the heel of trips to Washington 
and Tehran. US companies signed 
roughly USD 60 billion in agreements 
and partnerships with the Iraqi gov-
ernment, including deals intended 
to create alternative routes for ship-
ping oil out of the Persian Gulf.

TURKIYE IRAQ	

Iraq’s new PM in 
Turkiye for talks on 
pipeline, trade, security

AFGHAN KILLING

Gunmen kill high-
ranking Taliban official 
in Afghanistan

SEOUL: South Korean authorities on 
Tuesday briefly ordered civilians to 
evacuate after what they described as 
a white phosphorus leak at a US mili-
tary base near the capital, Seoul. Offi-
cials in the city of Pyeongtaek urged 
nearby residents to move to a safe 
location and avoid skin exposure after 
the leak was detected at around 5 pm 
at the Osan Air Base. They lifted the 
evacuation order several hours later, 
saying decontamination work at the 
base had been completed, according 
to text messages sent out by the city.

Police reportedly used vehicles 
to establish a perimeter 300 to 500 
metres from the base, blocking 
pedestrians and rerouting vehicles. 
There were no immediate reports of 
major disruptions or accidents. In a 
statement, the US 51st Fighter Wing 

did not mention a leakage of white 
phosphorus but said it established a 
1,000-foot safety cordon around the 
base “due to a ground mishap and 
out of an abundance of caution” to 
protect the base and the local popu-
lace. US Forces Korea did not provide 
further comment about the incident. 
“We are handling this matter with 
the utmost care and expediency,” 
it said. “The safety and well-being 
of our service members, their fami-
lies, and our Pyeongtaek neighbours 
remain our absolute highest priority.” 
White phosphorus is a controversial 
chemical substance used in incen-
diary munitions and smoke shells. 
When ignited, it burns at extremely 
high temperatures and can set build-
ings ablaze and burn human flesh  
to the bone.

SKOREA US WHITE PHOSPHORUS
South Korean officials order residents to evacuate 
after reported white phosphorus leak at US base

BUCHAREST: Since Russia’s full inva-
sion of Ukraine in February 2022, 
the war has repeatedly spilled across 
Romania’s border as drones violate 
the airspace of the neighbouring 
European Union and NATO member. 
Now Romania is trying something 
new to stop the incursions: shooting 
down the drones.

 Romanian pilots shot down the 
first of three drones in as many days 
from F-16 fighter jets starting Friday 
as Russia intensified attacks against 
Ukraine near the border. After deter-
mining the drones were of Russian 
origin, Romania summoned Moscow’s 
ambassador in protest and expelled a 
Russian diplomat on Monday. Drones 

have crossed into Romanian terri-
tory multiple times from Ukraine to 
the north and east, including in May 
when a drone injured a mother and 
child after crashing into an apart-
ment block in the eastern town of 
Galati along the Danube River. Roma-
nian authorities largely responded 
by scrambling jets, collecting debris, 
erecting fallout shelters near the 
border and frequently admonishing 
Moscow for its war spilling into its 
territory. Romania and Poland also 
acquired the MEROPS system, which 
fires short counter-drones to take 
down incoming stray drones, follow-
ing a spate of incursions along NATO’s 
eastern flank late last year.

ROMANIA DRONES
NATO member Romania shoots down stray drones 

from Ukraine war after years of incursions

We are putting 
people’s lives as 
the top priority.

Sanae Takaichi 
Prime Minister of Japan 

FASTFACTS

z Over 67,000 
transport enthusiasts 
tracked the journey on 
Flightradar24, making 
it the most-watched 
flight globally.  

zThe aircraft is part 
of Qantas’s 12-plane 
order designed for 
ultra long-haul routes 
like Sydney to London, 
with the first delivery 
slated for April 2027.  

FASTFACTS

z Firefighters have 
shifted their primary 
focus from tackling 
wilderness fires 
directly to prioritizing 
human evacuations 
and property 
protection due to 
unprecedented fire 
ferocity.

Exercise Pitch Black 2026 

A house and belongings destroyed by a wildfire are photographed as the fire 
continues to spread near Pelayos de la Presa, Madrid province, Spain.

“By expanding our strategic energy 
corridors and trade pathways, 

Iraq and Turkiye are proving that 
enduring regional stability is built 

on mutual economic trust and 
cooperation.”

Ali al-Zaid           
Prime Minister of Iraq   

The Qantas A350-1000ULR arrives at Melbourne’s Tullamarine airport on Friday after a 19 
hour and 13 minute flight from the Airbus factory in Toulouse, France.
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