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MONSOON FURY | Gangapur Dam nearly 98% full; Godavari over danger mark
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Heavy rainfall that began on 
Wednesday night continued 
to lash Nashik district through 
Thursday, severely disrupting 
normal life across both urban 
and rural areas. By 5.30pm on 
Thursday, the district had 
recorded an average rainfall of 
135 mm over the previous 24 
hours. Continuous down-
pours accompanied by strong 
winds led to widespread 
waterlogging in several low-
lying parts of Nashik city, 
uprooted trees, damaged 
houses and disrupted traffic 
and power supply. Gangapur 
Dam, the city's primary 
source of drinking water, has 
now reached nearly 98 per 
cent of its storage capacity. 
Authorities reported that 51 
trees were uprooted and five 
houses were damaged, while 
floodwaters from the 
Godavari River entered the 
Bhande Bazaar area, causing 
hardship to traders and resi-
dents. Rainfall eased on Friday 
morning, bringing temporary 
relief after two days of relent-
less showers. 

Trimbakeshwar taluka 
recorded the highest rainfall 
in the district at 193.3 mm, fol-
lowed by Surgana (164.5 mm), 
Nashik (73.4 mm), Peth (66.5 
mm), Igatpuri (56.8 mm), 
Dindori (53.7 mm), Kalwan 
(50.7 mm), Baglan (43.1 mm), 
Niphad (39.9 mm), Deola (38.7 
mm), Chandwad (28.3 mm), 
Sinnar (25.1 mm), Malegaon 
(13.2 mm), Yeola (10.7 mm) and 
Nandgaon (4.4 mm). 

Strong winds, with speeds 
touching 50 kmph in some 
areas, uprooted dozens of 
trees across Nashik city. 
Several electricity poles also 
collapsed, damaging residen-
tial properties and disrupting 
power supply in a number of 
localities. Industrial estates 
witnessed prolonged outages, 
affecting manufacturing activ-
ities and bringing production 
to a halt in several units. 

Heavy rainfall in the upper 
catchment areas triggered a 
sharp rise in inflows into 
Gangapur Dam, prompting 
the Water Resources 
Department to gradually 
increase water discharge from 
the reservoir. As a result, the 
Godavari River rose above the 
danger mark for the first time 
this monsoon, bringing the 
season's first flood to Nashik. 
Authorities have advised resi-
dents living along the river-
banks to remain vigilant as 
water levels continue to rise. 

The inflows into Gangapur 
Dam have been further sup-

ported by rising water levels 
in other reservoirs. Kashyapi 
Dam has reached 71 per cent 
of its storage capacity, while 
Gautami Godavari Dam is 
nearly 90 per cent full, indi-
cating healthy water reserves 
across the district. 

Continuous rainfall over 
the past two days also led to 
substantial inflows into the 
Nandur Madhmeshwar Dam, 
forcing authorities to release 
55,775 cusecs of water into the 
Godavari River towards the 
Jayakwadi reservoir. The 
increased discharge inun-
dated areas along the river 
and submerged the bridge on 
the Niphad–Sinnar State 
Highway. Traffic on the route 
has remained completely sus-
pended since 8am on 
Thursday, and officials said 
the road would remain closed 
until floodwaters recede and 
the bridge becomes safe for 
movement. 

The heavy rainfall also 
affected daily life in several 
parts of the district. 

Waterlogging was reported 
from low-lying localities, traf-
fic moved at a crawl on several 
major roads, and commuters 
faced long delays. Rivers and 
streams across the district 
continued to flow above nor-
mal levels, while disaster man-
agement teams remained on 
high alert to respond to 
emergencies. 

Agricultural weather 
experts have advised farmers 
to plan agricultural operations 
according to weather fore-
casts. They have urged cultiva-
tors to ensure proper drain-
age in waterlogged fields, shift 
agricultural produce, 
machinery and equipment to 
safer locations, and avoid 
working in farms during 
thunderstorms and lightning. 

District Collector Ayush 
Prasad said the district 
administration has activated 
its Emergency Disaster 
Management Cell to deal with 
any untoward situation aris-
ing from the heavy rains. He 
appealed to citizens to stay 

away from riverbanks, over-
flowing streams and other 
vulnerable locations, and to 
cooperate with the adminis-
tration by following official 
advisories. He also assured 
that government hospitals 
have been stocked with 
adequate medicines, emerg-
ency supplies and essential 
equipment to deal with any 
rain-related emergencies. 

Heavy rain disrupts life
FPJ News Service  
NASHIK 

Despite heavy rainfall across 
Nashik district over the past 
three days, the situation has 
remained under control due 
to timely administrative 
action, effective coordination 
among various government 
agencies, and strong public 
cooperation. No loss of life or 
any major emergency has 
been reported, District 
Collector Ayush Prasad said 

on Friday. 
Addressing a press confer-

ence at the Collector's Office, 
Prasad said that although the 
intensity of rainfall has 
reduced and the India 
Meteorological Department 
(IMD) has issued a Green 
Alert for the district, the 
potential risk has not com-
pletely subsided. He urged 
citizens to remain cautious 
and strictly follow official 
advisories. 

The press conference was 

attended by MLA Prof 
Devyani Pharande, MLA Adv 
Rahul Dhikle, Deputy Mayor 
Vilas Shinde, Nashik 
Municipal Corporation 
Additional Commissioner 
Amit Ranjan, Superintending 
Engineer of the Nashik 
Irrigation Department Rajesh 
Govardhane, Executive 
Engineer Sonal Shahane, 
Deputy Commissioner of 
Police Kishor Kale, and senior 
officials from various depart-
ments.

Situation under control 
despite heavy rain: DM 

By now, videos of stu-
dents who were 
brutally beaten with 

batons for protesting against 
the NEET paper leak in New 
Delhi have travelled all over 
the world. Friends from 
Canada and Germany have 
called to ask me what’s going 
on in the country. Earlier, 
there were unconfirmed 
reports of cops and paramili-
tary forces opening fire on 
the students. But yesterday, a 
news channel obtained hos-
pital reports that proved that 
pellets had actually been 
fired at a protester. A BJP 
spokesperson on the pro-
gramme called it “adding fuel 
to the fire.” Can we be blamed 
for recalling Jallianwala 
Bagh? 

Devious attempts have 
been made, however, to turn 
the tables on the protesters 
and establish a false equival-
ence. We are told that more 
policemen than students 
were injured in the mayhem, 
implying that it was the stu-
dents who were the 
offenders. 

Apparently, a mysterious 
van with bagfuls of stones 
was found parked at Jantar 
Mantar a day before the pro-
tests. The Cockroach Janta 
Party (CJP) has categorically 
denied that it was responsible 
for the presence of the van. It 
suspects that the police 
brought the van there to 
malign it. The attacks on the 
police, then, were not by stu-
dents but by the henchmen of 
the police. But if not hench-
men, could they have been 
members of the ABVP, the 
student wing of the ruling 
party, which is known for 
storming into campuses and 
disrupting events? 

However, assuming that 
some students, beaten black 
and blue by the cops, retali-
ated by hurling a stone or two 
at them, the attacks were 
purely in self-defence. It was 
the police who were on the 
offensive here, while the stu-
dents were on the defensive. 

The government has 
claimed that not all the 
youngsters present at the 
protests were bona fide stu-
dents. But every interview 
and byte given by students to 

television channels and social 
media platforms has shown 
that they were indeed stu-
dents. Accusations that they 
belonged to political parties, 
or were backed by Pakistani 
handlers, and so on, have 
turned out to be patently 
false. 

In any case, opposition 
parties joining the protests 
are not “hijacking” them, as 
the government alleges. 
Rather, they are lending 
weight to the movement. In a 
scenario where the regime 
dreams of a democracy sans 
an opposition, the CJP is, I 
think, doing the opposition a 
favour by allowing it to align 
with the movement, thereby 
giving it traction. 

But let’s not miss the larger 
picture. In a highly influential 
essay, the cultural theorist 
Gayatri Spivak asks, "Can the 
Subaltern Speak?" But who 
are the subaltern? They are 
anyone on the disempowered 
side of the identity binary, be 
they Dalits, tribals, queer 
people, Muslims, Christians, 
people with disabilities, 
children, animals, or the 
aged. By this formulation, 
students too are the subal-
tern. 

Submissiveness is a charac-
teristic of the subaltern. They 
are forced to submit to the 
empowered aggressor, who is 
everything that the subaltern 
is not. In real life in India, the 
empowered aggressor is the 
Hindu, upper-caste, able-
bodied, heterosexual man 
with a tremendous sense of 
entitlement. It is also institu-
tions, including the state and 
the police, that are, after all, 
agents of the state. Thus, for 
the police to claim they are 

victims while the students are 
perpetrators is perverse. 

Exceptions notwithstand-
ing, students in general are 
forced into submission by 
parents, families, teachers, 
schools, colleges, universities, 
and the machinery of the 
state. This leaves them with 
little or no agency. It is worth 
noting that, during the Jantar 
Mantar protests, students 
were everywhere conde-
scendingly referred to as 
"children," although techni-
cally most of them were 
adults, since they were above 
eighteen. This was a way of 
exacting submission from 
them. A good example of this 
is the Chief Justice of India’s 
refusal to look at videos of the 
protests in order to apportion 
blame. The CJI, who dispar-
agingly called the youth of 
the country "cockroaches" 
(which is how the CJP came 
into being), said the Supreme 
Court had "no time" to watch 
the videos. Experts have 
called this a travesty of jus-
tice. 

Now, the worst form of 
submission that the state 
planned to exact from the 
students was the filing of 
FIRs against them in Delhi 
police stations for protesting 
outside Parliament. Civil 
society is fully aware of the 
dangers of such FIRs, for they 
can lead to detention under 
the dreadful Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act 
(UAPA), as has happened in 
the past. This has led to JNU 
students like Umar Khalid 
being incarcerated for over 
six years without bail. In this 
context, it is necessary to 
point out that no one has 
spoken of filing FIRs against 

the police on behalf of the 
students. 

It was for this reason that 
Sonam Wangchuk toned 
down his earlier demand for 
Dharmendra Pradhan’s resig-
nation by saying he would 
end his fast if the government 
at least "considered" 
Pradhan’s resignation. His 
condition for doing so was 
the quashing of all FIRs 
against the students who pro-
tested. Wangchuk was wor-
ried about the safety of the 
students. 

In the wee hours of Friday, 
when Wangchuk finally 
broke his fast, he reiterated 
that no action should be 
taken against the protesting 
students, to which the gov-
ernment seems to have reluc-
tantly agreed. The govern-
ment has also agreed to meet 
representatives of the CJP at 
the Constitution Club, a "neu-
tral" venue. However, it is still 
silent about Pradhan’s resig-
nation. The CJP should 
remain firm in its demand for 
the minister’s resignation. 
For if it capitulates merely 
based on oral assurances, it 
will be back to business in a 
couple of years. The past will 
be forgotten, and paper leaks 
will continue to happen. 

I have conceded above that 
a few students at the protest 
site may have thrown stones 
in retaliation. But, as I said, 
this was in self-defence. The 
day students go on the offen-
sive and become the first to 
throw stones, there will be a 
revolution.  

(The writer is a well-
known author and former 

head of the English 
Department at Savitribai 

Phule Pune University)

India's youth deserve 
answers, not batons

R Raj Rao  
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