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sinCe1928,indianhockeyteam
hasplayedindifferentshadesof
blueorwhitealmostevery time
atamajortournament.Thatwill
changenextmonth.

Whenharmanpreet singh
andsalimaTete lead themen’s
and women’s teams for the
WorldCup,startingAugust15in
Belgiumand thenetherlands,
theplayerswill swap the iconic
blue jersey thathasdefined the

national side for a saffron-col-
ouredone.hockeyindiasaidthe
“primary consideration was
technical” since the blue uni-

formblendedwith theblue turf
andmadeitdifficultforaplayer
tospotateammateeasily.
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JoUrNAlism of CoUrAge

happening
today

DivyaA,NikhilGhanekar,
DaminiNath&jatinAnand
NewDelhi, July30

ADAYafteritwasclearedbythe
Loksabha, thePublicexamin-
ations (Prevention of unfair
Means)AmendmentBill,2026,
whichprovidesforstricterpun-
ishment for paper leaks, was
discussed and passed by the
Rajyasabhathroughvoicevote
onThursday.

hours later,PrimeMinister
narendraModi posted a video
on instagram in which he as-
sured that "any paper mafia,
paper leak gang, gang which
tries to playwith the future of
theyouthofthecountrywould
notbespared”.

underlining that his gov-
ernment had delivered on its
promisetobringatoughlaw,he
said: "We are taking step after

steptowardscreatingareliable
educationsystem,whetheritis
thecreationofataskforce,fast-
trackcourts,takingsuggestions
from states... A nationwide re-
form in education sector has
become compulsory... work in
thisdirectionwill continue."

earlier, before unionMin-
ister Jitendra singh could re-
spond to thedebate on theBill
in theRajyasabha, inDiAbloc
MPs walked out, demanding
thathomeMinisterAmitshah
makeastatementonthepolice
action against protesting stu-
dents last week. singh said it
was unfortunate that theMPs
whohad spokenmost vocifer-
ously during the debate had
walkedout.

Referringtotheopposition
members raising the issue of
police action on students,
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AnanthakrishnanG
NewDelhi, July30

sTATinG ThAT the existing
policeregulationsallowtheuse
ofpelletgunsinexceptionalcir-
cumstances for crowdcontrol,
the supreme Court on Thurs-
day said they can only be
bannediftheserulesarefound
to be unconstitutional. The

court,however,saiditwasopen
to examining specific allega-
tions of misuse on a case-by-
casebasis.

Thebench,ledbyChiefJus-
tice of india surya Kant, was
hearing petitions — filed by
YashovardhanAzad,formerin-
telligence Bureau special Di-
rectorandCentralinformation
Commissioner, and two per-

sons who allegedly sustained
pellet gun injuries during the
recent student protests in the
Capital—seekingabanonthe
useofpelletgunswhendealing
withciviliancrowds.

Thebench,whichincluded
Justices Joymalya Bagchi and
V Mohana, also directed the
Centre to preserve the am-
munition log of the Rapid Ac-
tionForce (RAF)personnelde-
ployed during the protest
march to Parliament on July
20. The court issued notices to
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GayathriMani
NewDelhi, July30

AFTeRFouRBJP-ruledstates
—Maharashtra,West Bengal,
Assam and Bihar — began
withdrawing cases against
neeT-uGprotestersfollowing
the Cockroach Janta Party’s
threat of a fresh stir, Delhi fol-
lowedsuitonThursday.

in an order issued by the
homeDepartment,thegovern-

mentapprovedthewithdrawal
of13FiRsregisteredinconnec-
tionwith the CJP-led protests,
stating that no action will be
taken against those who par-
ticipated. however, this won’t
include those with criminal
antecedents.

“Asof 6pmon29.07.2026, a
totalof13caseswereregistered
by Delhi Police in connection
withtheprotestsrelatingtothe
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Houseclearsanti-paperleakBill,
PMsaysnobodywillbespared

DAy AfTeR lOk SAbhA, RAjyA SAbhA PASSeS bill by vOiCe vOTe AS OPPOSiTiON wAlkS OUT

leaderofoppositionmallikarjunkharge inrajyasabha,Thursday. pTi

Police rulesallowpelletgunuse,
can lookatspecific cases, saysSC

Delhi govt: No action on
NEET protesters, except
those with criminal past

RituSarin
NewDelhi, July30

An inCoMe Tax probe has
found that 1.54 lakh accounts
wereopenedwithJ&KBankbe-
tween 2021 and 2024without
anyPAndetailslinkedtothem.
And,depositsinsuchaccounts
with transactions touching
Rs15lakhormoreinafinancial
yeartotalledRs4.88lakhcrore,
recordsinvestigatedbyTheIn-
dianExpressshow.

somuch so that in its final
report submitted late last year,

the i-T Department said the
probe’sfindingspointtoa“sys-
temicfailure”,warningthatthe
unlinked accounts, with their
substantial transaction vol-
umes,present“astaggeringpo-
tentialavenuefor taxevasion”.

Most accounts under the i-
T scanner were savings Bank
accounts, opened merely by
filling Form60, a “declaration
form” used by people without
PAn cards. Probe found non-
PAn-linkedaccountsincluded:

l32,498Government-linked
»CONTiNUeDONPAGe2

fromgovttopvt: in3yrs,1.54lakhj&k
BankaccountswerenotlinkedtoPan
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Parliamentclears
Billmakinginsult
toVanDematarama
PunishaBleoffence

Whycentreis
holDingBackkey
Billsaslogjamin
housecontinues

lcrunchingnumbers

₹4.88 lakh crore
Deposits in accounts not linked to
pANwith transactions of
rs 15 lakh+ in a financial year

10,464:private accountswith
credits of₹50 lakhormore in a
financial year

accountsnot linkedtopan
Govt-associated

32,498
private

1.25 lakh

l cm hImanTa seeks cenTral relIef and rehaBIlITaTIon package

‘Notevenourgrandfatherssawthis’:Upper
Assamreelsasfloodswashawayvillages
SwatiMishra&RajatSain
Nepalikhuti (Sivasagar),
July30

“The 19Th is cursed for
Assam,”sighscabdriversumu
on theway fromDibrugarh to
sivasagar. “ZubeenDa (singer
Zubeen Garg) left us on the
19th... and then, on the 19th,
came this flood that swept
everythingaway.”

inLowerAssam,floodingis
practically a season. it arrives
every year, sometimes forgiv-
ing, sometimesmerciless. But

upperAssamdoesn’tknowthat
rhythm. so, when heavy rains
inthenagahillsbrokeoverthe
region on July 19, it caught
everyonecompletelyoffguard.
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Indianhockeyditches iconicbluefor
saffron;notconsulted:5players,official

Indianmen’shockeyteamwillbeseenintheirnewjerseyattheWorld
cupinthenetherlandsandBelgiumnextmonth.@ThEhoCKEyiNDiA

Businessasusual
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the world P 14

Dronestrike
nearsuezraises
moresecurity
threats

expressspecial

CJIbenchtoGovt:Preserveammunition
logofRAFpersonnelonDelhiprotestduty

Kharge raisespoliceactiononprotesters:
‘If Shahcannotanswer,heshould resign’

Shouldn’tthere
beshowof
fairness:SC
onPMpanel
choosingCeC

AnanthakrishnanG
NewDelhi, July30

QuesTioninGThe appoint-
ment of the Chief election
Commissioner(CeC)andelec-
tionCommissioners (eCs)bya
three-member committee
comprisingthePrimeMinister,
a union Minister and the
Leader of opposition, the su-
preme Court on Thursday
asked"shouldtherebenoshow
of fairness" in theprocedure.

The bench of Justices Di-
pankar Datta and s C sharma
washearingpetitionschalleng-
ingtheChiefelectionCommis-
sionerandotherelectionCom-
missioners (Appointment,
ConditionsofserviceandTerm
ofoffice)Act, 2023,whichpro-
vides for their selection by the
three-memberpanel.

Defending the law, the
Centre,representedbysolicitor
General TusharMehta, said it
wouldbewrongtoassumethat
thePMandtheministerwould
“not act in the interest of
democracy”becausetheyhave
a “numericalmajority” in the
selectionprocedure.

Mehta submitted that the
officeof thePMhasa“sanctity
attached”toitanddoubtingthe
decision of the selection com-
mittee would undermine the
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lworst-hitdistricts
Charaideo

Guwahati
Sivasagar

Jorhat
Golaghat

assam

OfficeofPMhas
sanctityattachedto
it, countersCentre
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AtriMitra
Kolkata, July30

Theuse of identical photo-
graphs formultiple claims, in-
correct classification of dam-
aged houses, duplicate
transactions worth Rs 18.07
crore,andgrantssanctionedon
the recommendations of local
political leaders. These are
some of the irregularities that
the Comptroller and Auditor
General(CAG)hasflaggedinits
reportonreliefdistributionand
restorationwork inWest Ben-
galfollowingCycloneAmphan
in 2020. The CAG has noted
that the Trinamool Congress

(TMC)government'sestimates
ofdamagewere“notsupported
byproperevidence”.

Theauditoranalysed31,457
photographsandfoundthat in
3,126 cases identical photo-
graphswere uploaded against
thenamesofmultiplebenefici-
aries.

This suggested that undue
house-building grants might
have been extended, though
the exact amount couldnot be
quantified because the photo-
graphswerenotlinkedtobene-
ficiary forms, the CAG said.
using a data analytics tool to
parse throughtherecordsof
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Fudgedrecordstopay
partyfaithful:CAGflags
gaps inAmphancyclone
reliefunderTMCgovt

Raisesquestionsoverclassificationof
‘damagedhouses’, grants to thoserejected

16 districts in West Bengal were affected by amphan. ExprESSfilE

lSCwillhearapleaby former
ministerandDMK leaderVSen-
thil Balaji seekinganticipatory
bail inacasepertaining to
alleged irregularities inTASMAC.

lDelhihCwill hear an appeal
byUmarKhalid challenging the
trial court’s July 4decision to
dismiss his bail application.

Track These and more on
www.indianexpress.com

Kolkata



theCentre,CentralReservePo-
lice Force (CRPF) and RAF.
“Prayers(inthepetitions)arenot
tousepelletguns.Inexceptional
cases,policeregulationspermit
theuseofpelletguns. If youare
interested inphasingoutpellet
guns,youwillhavetochallenge
thatveryprovisionasultravires
toArticle21,”JusticeBagchisaid.

The petitioners sought the
decommissioning ofwholly or
partlymetallic kinetic projec-
tiles,includingpelletsfiredfrom
pump-action rifles orprojectile
actionguns,forcrowddispersal
by law enforcement agencies
duringcivilianassemblies.

They argued that although
thesegunsaredescribedas“less
lethal” or “non-lethal” alternat-
ives to firearms, firing themat
close range could cause fatal or
severe injuries. Appearing for
thepetitioners,AdvocateVrinda
Grover said a document of the
BPRD,whichprescribesthesOP
for crowd control, does not in-
cludetheuseofpelletguns.

JusticeBagchi,however,said
the document “is a proposal”.
The judge said the graded re-
sponsestartswithadeclaration
ofacrowdasanunlawfulassem-
bly, an announcement for dis-
persal,andthentheapplication
ofappropriateforce.“Oneoftho-
se gradedapproaches includes

theuseofpelletguns,”hesaid.
Grover argued that the cho-

iceofweaponand level of force
wouldhave to be based on the
“principles of reasonableness,
necessity andproportionality”.
JusticeBagchireiteratedthatthe
prayer for decommissioningof
pellet gunswas “vague”, saying
thattherulepermittingitwould
have to be declared ultra vires
first. “here,wearenotaverseto
examiningtheuseofpelletsina
particular incident. Butwhen
yousaythatatnostagemetallic
pellet can be used, you must
demonstratebeforeus that this
is (not) a permissive use as per
the extant rules governing a
graded response to force,” Jus-
ticeBagchisaid.

“secondly, this graded re-
sponse to forcemust clearly re-
move the use of pellets, when
graded response...maypermit
even the use of bullets in ex-
treme cases,” he said, adding,
“(allowing)theuseofbulletsand
nouseofpelletscannotbeonthe
same plane.” The CJI said the
petitioners could seek a court
orderforframingaprotocol.Jus-
ticeBagchi said thepetitioners
must indicate anyprovision in
Delhi,orelsewhere, toestablish
“thattheuseofpelletsappearsto
be arbitrary, unreasonable and
inappropriate...thatitmustfirst
be rubberpellets and thenonly
metallic pellets.” sCaskedpeti-
tionerstochallengeanyrelevant
standingorders.

19.38lakhbeneficiariesinsixdis-
tricts, theCAGalso found that
house-building grants were
creditedmore than once— in
somecasesup tonine times—
into thebankaccounts of 9,226
beneficiaries through 18,891
transactions. No mechanism
existedtopreventduplicatepay-
ments,thereportnoted.

ThereportalsoconfirmsThe
IndianExpress’s report at the
timeonlocalleaderswithtiesto
politicalpartiesbenefitingfrom
reliefdisbursal. TheCAGfound
thatthedistrictsofNorth24Par-
ganas and south 24 Parganas

withdrewRs1,383.23croreoutof
thetotalhouse-buildinggrantof
Rs1,948.51crore—nearly71%—
fromthe treasuryandparked it
in commercial bank accounts,
beforemakingDBTs. Thiswas
“highly irregular” under the
WestBengalTreasuryRules,the
auditornoted.Thesegrantswere
often sanctionedbased on the
recommendations of local
leaderswithoutmandatoryfield
inspections and the reports of
local inquiry committeeswere
ignored,theauditorsaid.

Forinstance,insouth24Par-
ganas, Rs 22.84 crorewas dis-
bursed in theMagrahat-I block
andMaheshtalaMunicipality
based on single-page applica-
tionsthatdidnothaveAadhaar

or voter ID details, bank pass-
books, inspection reports, or
photosofdamagedhouses.

Among other things, the
audit questioned the classifica-
tion of damaged houses. “It is
evident that eithermany par-
tiallydamagedhouseswere in-
cluded in the category of fully
damagedhousesduringassess-
mentor thesehouseholdswere
includedlaterforreasonsnoton
record,” the report said. It
flaggedPurulia as ananomaly,
noting that although thewest-
erndistrictwasnot among the
worst affected, all damaged
homestherewerecategorisedas
“fullydamaged”.

The audit also identified
doubtful transactions worth

aroundRs5crore.Usingtheau-
diting software, theCAGfound
that Rs 93.95 lakhwas paid to
1,576beneficiarieswhoseclaims
hadalreadybeenrejected.

sixteen ofWest Bengal’s 23
districts were affected inAm-
phan. The government, in a
memorandum submitted in
June2020,estimatedlossesatRs
1.02 lakh crore and sought Rs
35,018croreNDRFassistance.

IMCT,initsseptember2020
report, recommended relief of
Rs2,500.29crore.Afterdeliber-
ations of National executive
Committee, relief ofRs 2,707.77
crorewas approved.MhA re-
leased Rs 2,250.28 crore from
NDRFafter adjusting available
sDRFbalance.

singhsaid:“Therewasalsomen-
tionoftheso-calledbrutalityun-
leashedonthechildren.Itisnot
so.Therehasnotbeenanycasu-
altyreported”.

Initiating the discussion in
theafternoon,LeaderofOpposi-
tion Mallikarjun Kharge de-
manded shah’s resignation.
"Paper churane wale bachte
rahe,mehnatkarnewalepit te
rahe.Yehkaisanyay (Thosebe-
hindpaper leakskeptescaping,
thosewhoworkedhardkeptget-
tingbeatenup.Whatkindofjus-
ticeisthis),"hesaid,allegingthat
thegovernmenthadignoredde-
mands for a strong lawagainst
paperleaksin2024.

singh,whomovedtheBillin
the house, said the amend-
ments reflect thegovernment's
willingness to "learn from ex-
perience"aftertheimplementa-
tionofthe2024law.

however, Kharge said the
amendmentsmerelyenhanced
penalties and creatednewen-
forcementmechanismswithout
addressingtherootcausesofre-
curringpaperleaks.

Amidrepeatedinterruptions
by the treasurybenchesduring
his hour-long interjection,
Kharge questioned the use of
force against students and
soughtaccountabilityforthepo-
liceaction."Whoauthorisedthe
useoflathicharges,teargasand
pellet guns on students?Who
were thepeople inplainclothes
beating up students? Under
whose orders do the RAF and
CRPF operate? The country
wants answers. If the home
Minister cannot answer, he
shouldresign,"hesaid.

"This governmentwants to
protect home Minister Amit
shah, but it will not be able to
protecthimforlong,"headded.

Khargeclaimedthatover100
studentswere injured and sev-
eralwerehospitalisedduringthe
protest last week. "Many stu-
dents are admitted tohospitals
in critical condition. Many
children have suffered pellet
guninjuriesontheirbodiesand
eyes.severalstudentsarehospi-
talised;somehavelosttheireye-
sight,whilemanyhavesuffered
broken limbs.homeMinister
Amit shah is responsible for
this,"hesaid.

Amidsloganeeringfromthe

treasury benches, Opposition
MPs sought an apology from
UnionMinisterGiriraj singhas
healleged foreign fundingdur-
ingprotests.

“What the government is
doing today,wehad suggested
backin2024,butatthattimethe
governmentdidnotlistentous.
Back then, theLoksabha elec-
tionswereapproaching,andthe
government wanted to play
politicswhileRahulGandhiwas
raising questions about paper
leaks during the Bharat Jodo
NyayYatra,"Khargesaid.

TheCongresspresidentalso
accused theCentre ofweaken-
ingacademicfreedomandpro-
moting ideological appoint-
ments in higher educational
institutions.hesaideducational
institutions were being filled
withpeopleaffiliatedtotheRss.

earlier in the day, as the
housewasinformedthattheBill
wouldbetakenupforconsider-
ation,CongressMPPramodTi-
wari,DeputyLeader of theOp-
position,saidtheywantedshah
toissueastatementonthepolice
crackdownonprotesters.

WhileOppositionmembers
raised slogans of "Amit shah
sadan mai aao (come to the

house)", Union Minister J P
Nadda said: “I want to tell the
house that the Opposition’s
stancehas beennegative since
this session began. They only
want to interrupt; theywant to
shiftgoalposts.”

The Opposition staged a
walkoutbeforethehouserecon-
venedintheafternoon.

Duringthediscussiononthe
Bill, several Opposition MPs
raised the demand to do away
withNeeTaltogether,returning
toadecentralisedsystem.

DMKMPTiruchisivaasked
how one exam system could
work in a diverse country like
India. he said throughNeeT,
the“criteriatobecomeamedical
studentismoney.”

sPMPRamGopalYadav,too,
demanded that the exam be
handed back to the states.
CPI(M)MPJohnBrittasandRJD
MPManojKumarJhacalledfor
theNTAtobeabolished.

Meanwhile,defendingshah,
BJPMPBrijLal,whoisaretired
Uttar Pradesh DGP, said:
“Whenever there is a law and
order situation, themagistrate
decides, alongwith police of-
ficers,ontheuseofforce.”

Theyaddedthatthedecision
was based on “recommenda-
tions and detailed consulta-
tions”withtheplayersandsup-
portstaff.

however, The Indian Ex-
press spoke to five members
across themen’s andwomen’s
teams, and eachdenied being
part of the process. “I wasn’t
askedorconsulted.Itisnottrue,”
said one of themembers, who
requested anonymity. All five
said they didnot speak for the
entiregroup,but their response
suggests that consultations, if
any,werenotunanimous.

This newspaper has also
learnt that someofhockey In-
dia’s top officials, including
membersoftheexecutivecom-
mittee, were not informed or
consulted about themove. “I
wasnot aware of the change in
jerseycolournorwasIpartofan
officialmeetingwhere thiswas
discussed,” an executive com-
mitteemembertoldthispaper.

hockeyIndiasecretarygen-
eralBholaNathsinghandpresi-
dentDilip Tirkey could not be
reachedforcomment.

hockey India declined to
commentwhen asked specifi-
cally who made the call to
changethejerseycolour.

But thedecisiondrewback-
lash, including from former

players.“Iamnotinspiredwhen
I lookat this jersey,”Vasudevan
Baskaran,whowas India’s cap-
tainwhentheteamwonthegold
medalatthe1980Olympics,told
TheIndianExpress.

“since1928,greatIndianpla-
yers haveworn the blue shirt.
suddenly,whatisthereasonfor
this change? Is itGovernment’s
decisionorhockey India’s? If it
ishockeyIndia’s,thentheysho-
uldhave consulted former and
currentplayersfirst,”hesaid.

Baskaran wondered if
hockey India had taken the
Government’s permission be-
fore“suchasignificantchange”.

“Recently, we saw the All
India Football Federation,
whichisheadedbyapolitician,
try and change the name to
Football Federation of Bharat.
It is a tamasha, I am hurt,” he
said.

hockeyIndiasaidinastate-
ment:“Itwasobservedthatthe
blueplayinguniformtendedto
blend/mergewiththebluesyn-
theticplayingsurface,whichis
now the standard colour of in-
ternational hockey pitches.
This visual similarity affected
on-fieldclarityandvisibilityfor
theplayers.”

Itsaid:“Inlightoftheabove,
the coaches and players sug-
gestedalternativecolourssuch
asyelloworsaffron.Aftercare-
ful consideration, saffronwas
finalised. Apart from address-
ing the technical requirement,

saffronalsoholdsdeep signifi-
cance as one of the colours of
ourNationalFlag,symbolising
courage,sacrificeandnational
pride.”

Bluehas remainedacolour
entrenched in Indian sport for
decades. Thehockey teamhas
worn the colour in successive
Olympic andWorld Cup cam-
paigns, with one exception in
2014, when it wore yellow be-
cause of a sponsor commit-
ment.

CongressMPPriyankaGan-
dhiVadracriticisedthechange.
“Whether they change uni-
forms or try to rewrite history
through education policy, no
matterwhattheydo...Youhave
seen what the youth of our
country think about this,” she
told reportersonThursday.

Odisha ex-CMNaveen Pat-
naikslammedthedecision.he
said the “stepwas takenunder
pressure from BJP Govern-
ment in Odisha.” “Those in
authoritymay deny it, but the
factisthatforthelasttwoyears,
everybody inOdisha has seen
the obsession of this govern-
mentwithchangingcoloursof
buildings, buses and even
bridges...nowthesamegovern-
ment has changed the colours
of our national team.”hockey
India declined to comment on
whethertheorangekitwillalso
be worn at the Asian Games
where the rest of the Indian
contingentwillbe inblue.

Hockey
constitutional trust reposed in
electedinstitutions.hesaidthat
ifthePMwasnottobetrustedin
the discharge of his constitu-
tionalduties,shouldhebeasked
toconsult “outsiders, including
a former judge of thishon’ble
Court,”whileselectinghisCabi-
netmemberstoo.

“Now, we are not dealing
withacaseof appointmentof a
minister as such.We find the
minister is already there.Now,
it’s timeforthePMtoselectone
of his Cabinetmembers. It be-
comes2:1, twoonthesideofthe
Cabinet, one on the side of the
Opposition,”JusticeDattasaid.

Mehta urged the court to
referthemattertoaConstitution
Bench, saying it involves ques-
tions of constitutional impor-
tance.“Thisneedsexamination
byalargerbench,whyindepen-
dence is being talked about of
only one office, andwhy only
one organ can be trusted and
otherscannotbe,”hesaid.

Thebenchreserveditsdeci-
siononthisrequest.

“Is it not the PM’s choice of
minister in thiscommittee...he
mayappointthehomeminister,
animal husbandryminister or
fisheriesminister orminister
withoutportfolio...themoment
Your Lordship says because
there is two versus one, Your
Lordships are expressing apo-
tentiallackoffaith,”Mehtasaid.

“...Notlackoffaith...election
Commissionerhastobeaninde-
pendentperson.Who is select-
inghim?Wefindthatyes,acom-
mittee framed under a law
under Article 324 is selecting
him.Butshouldthatcommittee
not consist of persons... should
therebenoshowoffairness?We
arenotsayingthatnofairnessis
beingachievedbythiscommit-
tee.Justlikejusticeisnotonlyto
bedone,ithastobeshowntobe
done, we are on that second
part,”JusticeDattasaid.

Mehtasaida“five-judgebe-
nch of this court in Manoj
Narula vs Union of India has
stressed the importance of the
constitutionaltrustwhichisre-
posed in the PM to choose and
appoint the right person as a
ministerandtherefore…havea
directbearingonprejudicialar-

gumentsraisedaboutthecom-
position of the committee in
question.” “It is not a question
of appointment of aminister...
whoshouldbe inhisCabinet is
only PM’s prerogative. Now,
thatprerogativehasbeenexer-
cised, somebody is there in the
Cabinet. Now you go a step
further…You have 25 Cabinet
ministers, and the PM is con-
ferred the authority to select 1
among these 25,” JusticeDatta
said.

“ThelawlaiddowninManoj
Narula is that the office of the
PMhas a sanctity attached... It
is not on him selecting the
home minister as part of his
committee... I am saying if his
decision is not to be trusted...
thenwhy not have that, even
while selecting his Cabinet, he
must consult some former
judgeorsomeoutsider,”Mehta
responded. he said his point
wasthat“whetheroneorganof
the state would have lack of
faithinthedecision”ofthePM-
led panel, as such lack of faith
“wouldnecessarilybebasedon
the fact that the PM and the
otherministerwould... not act
intheinterestofdemocracy,...”

alleged irregularities in the
NeeT (UG) examination... No
adverse legal action will be
taken by... police authorities
within the national capital
againstthosepersonswhohave
been involved in these pro-
tests,” read the note under-
signed by Principal secretary
(home)santoshDVaidya.

The protection, however,
willnotextendtopersonswith
criminal antecedents, asman-
dated in the supreme Court
order, it added.

Inastatement,Delhihome
Minister, Ashish sood, said:
“The department... has clari-
fied that studentswho partici-
patedpeacefully in theprotest
have no reason for concern or
fear. The government fully re-
spects the democratic right to
peaceful expression, but no
leniencywillbeshowntowards
those who disrupt law and
orderorengageinviolentactiv-
ities.”

“This relief,” he said, “will
notapplytoindividualswhoal-
ready have criminal cases reg-
istered against them or those
whoindulgedinviolence,van-
dalism, or any other unlawful
activitiesundertheguiseofthe
protest. such personswill face
action.”
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Billpassed

CAG

Pelletgun

DelhiFIRs

CEC
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accounts with credits of Rs
4,68,508 crore, including ac-
countsofselfhelpGroup(shG)
and Cluster Level Federation
(CLF)members.

l1.25 lakhprivate accounts
with total credits of Rs 36,789
crore.

l10,464 private accounts
withcreditsofRs50lakhormore
inafinancialyear--ofthese,566
belongedto510individualswith
PANcardsbutthesedetailswere
notfurnishedtotheBankwhile
openingtheaccounts.

Askedabout theprobe, J&K
Bank toldThe IndianExpress
(seepage2)thatitsubsequently
called for a “supervisorymeet-
ing”withtheRBIandsubmitted
a“comprehensivecompliance”
report. It said PAN linkinghas
nowbeenmademandatory for
amajority of categories of ac-
counts, including current ac-
counts.

Theprobebeganwiththesri-
nagar-basedbankhandingover
a data dump to Income Tax
authorities,duringthe2024As-
sembly elections, and later
widened into a full-fledged
“open inquiry” with the per-
missionof theReserveBankof
India.

A key finding: “account
holdersweresettingupmultifar-
iousbankaccountsinthenames
ofindividualsandentitieswith-
outanyPANlinkedwiththem”;
“large transactionsweremade
through the bankwhichwere
not recorded or highlighted to
theIncomeTaxDepartment”.

Inall,68suchbankaccounts,
openedbetween2004and2013,
weretraced,severalofthembe-
longingtotextilecompanies lo-
cated in the valley. substantial
transactionswerecarriedoutin
theseunlinked accountswith-
outbeingreportedtotheI-TDe-
partment, the probe report
states.

Once the scopeof theprobe
waswidened, theJ&KBankad-
mitted it had not flagged the

problemoflargetransactionson
unlinkedaccountsopenedonly
throughForm60,andthatitwas
charging 20%TDson interest
for these unlinked accounts,
against 10% forPAN-linkedac-
countholders.

The probe found that un-

linked accounts had also been
openedforavailingGovernment
schemes, including J&KBank
BimaBachatKhata,PrimeMin-
ister'semploymentGeneration
Programme(PMeGP),National
Urban Livelihood Mission
(NULM),subsidyReserveFund

Account(sRFA)andJ&K'sspur-
ringentrepreneurshipInitiative
scheme.

For instance, cumulative
credits ofRs 1.55 crorewere re-
corded insBNCCs (savingsAc-
counts for NCC Cadets), the
probefound.

Theprobealsoanalysed the
top 30non-PAN linkedprivate
accounts for which PAN
numberswere tracedby the I-T
Department, comparing them
withdeclarationsinIncomeTax
Returns (ITRs). In 11 cases, in-
cludingownersofcementstores,
gas stations, fabric stores anda
hospital, it foundcredits in the
J&KBanktobehigherthanwhat
hadbeendeclaredinITRs.

Aglaringexamplewasthatof
anaccount-holderwith credits
of Rs 4.05 crore in a non-PAN
linkedaccountin2023-24,buta
gross income of Rs 3.22 lakh
shown in the ITR for that year.
Therewasalsoaninfrastructure
companythatdepositedRs57.88
croreinitsJ&KBankaccountin
thesameyearbutshowedgross
receiptsofonlyRs38.49crorein
itsITR.

The I-TDepartment noted
that “such apractice helps the
assessee concealhis/her assets
fromtheIncomeTaxscanneras
noPANhasbeenlinkedtosuch
accountsanditissuspectedthat
this is causinghuge loss of rev-
enue to theexchequer.This tax
evasiontactichasbeenpossible
only because such Non PAN
linkedaccountswereallowedto
beopenedbytheJ&KBank”.

The I-TDepartment recom-
mended that if a specified
threshold of quantum of de-
posits in anon-PANaccount is
breached, suspiciousTransac-
tionReports (sTRs) should be
filedwith theDepartment and
findings sharedwith the RBI.
These andother recommenda-
tions, it noted, will promote
greateraccountabilityandtrans-
parency,aswellas“enforcement
oftaxcompliance,preventionof
money laundering & terror fi-
nancingandensuringtheinteg-
rityandstabilityofthefinancial
stabilityofIndia”.

Strengthenedframework:J&KBank
Responding to queries from
TheIndianExpresson the I-T
probe, J&K Bank’s Group
ComplianceOfficersaid:“The
matterarosefromadatadump
submittedduringanexercise
undertaken during the elec-
tionprocess, followingwhich
theinformationwasexamined
by the Income Tax Depart-
ment andwas subsequently
subjected toRBI andgovern-
mentalscrutiny.

“The bank has compre-
hensivelyaddressedtheobser-
vations by strengthening its
PAN/KYC and AML (anti
money laundering)/CFT
(CounterFinancingofTerror-
ism)framework.Whileaccept-
anceofForm60isalegallyper-
mittedmechanismunder the
Income-tax rules for eligible
customers, theBankhas sig-
nificantlyenhancedmonitor-
ingbymandatingPANforcer-
tain identified categories of
accounts,automatingthresh-
old-basedsurveillanceanden-
suringsTR(suspiciousTrans-
action Reports) reporting,
wherever warranted, in full
compliance with RBI, and
statutoryguidelines.

“The RBI reviewed the
matter during a supervisory
meetingwiththeBank'ssenior
management and advised
further strengthening of the
existingframework.TheBank
promptly implemented the
requiredenhancements,rein-
forceditsinternalcontrolsand
submitted a comprehensive

compliancereporttotheRBI.
“The Bank has strength-

ened its PAN compliance
framework through technol-
ogy-driven controls,making
PANmandatoryforidentified
categories of accounts andby
automatingthemonitoringof
existingaccountscrossingpre-
scribed thresholds. TheBank
hasinstitutedamechanismof
periodic quarterly reviewby
the Chief DataOfficer to en-
sureavailabilityofPANdetails
in respect of accountswhere
PANhas beenmademanda-
tory,whichisplacedbeforethe
AuditCommitteeoftheBoard.

“TheBank'spolicyistoen-
sure regulatory compliance
whileprotectingcustomerin-
terests. Accordingly, rather
than closing accounts, cus-
tomersareprovidedadequate
opportunity to submit PAN.
Where PAN is not furnished
despiteduenotice,debitoper-
ations are restricted till sub-
missionandvalidationofPAN.

“The revised framework
provides for continuous sys-
tem-basedmonitoring, auto-
maticidentificationofthresh-
old-triggered accounts,
time-boundPANcompliance
through customer notifica-
tions, and regulatory restric-
tions only in cases of con-
tinuednon-compliance,with
immediate restorationupon
PANvalidation. The exercise
has further strengthened the
Bank’s governance andcom-
plianceframework.”

1.54 lakhaccountshadnoPAN

Theofficial death toll in the
flood-ravaged state this year
stands at 78. At its height, the
number of people affected by
thesefloodswasover7lakh,but
as the floodwatersgradually re-
ceded,itcamedowntoaround3
lakh.Thousandshavebeendis-
placed—at its peak, over 1.15
lakhweretakingshelterinrelief
camps, which has now come
downto16,556.

Forhispart,AssamCMhim-
antaBiswasarmahas sought a
Centralreliefandrehabilitation
packageaftertheInter-Minister-
ial Central Teamconcluded its
four-day assessment of the
flood-hit districtsWednesday.
“OurDouble engineGovtwill
mitigate sufferings of our
people,”sarmasaidonX.

InNepalikhuti village in si-
vasagar’s Nazira block, right
along the Assam-Nagaland
border,harisarmastandsunder
abanyan tree some200metres
from theDikhowRiver, knee-
deep inmud andwearing no-
thing but a pair of shorts.he’s
lost everything: his tin-roofed
house, his clothes, furniture,
documentsand15ofhiscattle.

“Over 1,200cowsandcalves
were swept away in an instant
acrossthevillage,”sarma,aresi-
dent ofNepalikhuti, in the rev-

enuevillageGarhmurmiri, tells
The Indian Express.he looks
downathis shorts. “This is all I
haveleft.”

With the IMDissuinganOr-
ange Alert across parts of the
Northeast for next three days,
residentsareananxiouslot.“Not
evenourgrandfathershavewit-
nessedafloodthiscatastrophic,”
oneresidentofNepalikhutisays.

Nepalikhuti,onthebanksof
theDikhowRiver,which flows
fromNagaland intoAssambe-
fore joiningBrahmaputranear
Dikhowmukh, bearswitness to
thedevastationofthefloods.On
July19,theriverthatwasitslife-
line engulfed this village of at
least500,sweepingintohomes,
breakingdownwallsandtearing
throughlives,itssurgingcurrent
takingawayeverything—clot-
hes,beds,utensils,andcattle.

Residents,many of whom
aredairy farmers, say theyhad
little time to think. Many
scrambledtorooftops,buteven
thoseweresweptaway.

That’s howKrishnaKarma-
kar died. “he scrambled to the
rooftop, butwater reached that
heighttoo,”sayshiscousinKiran
Karmakar. “he was trying to
savehissonbutgotsweptaway.”

several are stillmissing.But
itwaswhen thewater receded
that the village confronted its
biggest challenge: accounting
forwhat it had lost andpicking
upthepieces.

Asuffocatingblanketofmud
and debris covers the village,
and a heavy stench of decay
hangs in the air. Roads and
houses are coatedwith quick-
sand-likesludge.“Nooneknows
what lies beneath the mud
aroundthem:decayinglivestock
or human remains,” sayshari
sarma, gesturing towards a
moundofsludge.

Formany, their entire exist-
ence has shrunk into one ex-
hausting, hopeless battle: dig-
gingmud out of their homes,
bucketbybucket.

That’swhatAnupalBaruah
andhis family are nowdoing.
Baruahhas twohouses by the
mainroad:anoldonewherethe
family lives,andanewone, fin-
ishedonlyamonthago.

Both houses have now
turned to sludge. In the new
house —a long-cherished
family dream — two feet of
heavymudnowcoatsthefloor,
andhighuponthewall, adark
water stain marks the place
where the river peaked at six-
and-a-half feet.

Assamgovernmenthasan-
nounced an ex gratia of Rs 9
lakh for kin of thosewho have
died in the floods; and an in-
terim amount of Rs 15,000 for
familiesseverelyaffectedinthe
fourworst-hit districts of siva-
sagar, Charaideo, Jorhat and
Golaghat. WiTh inpuTs froM
sukriTABAruAh

Assam
ExpressNewsService
Lucknow,July30

IN A veiled jibe at slain gang-
ster-turned-politicianMukhtar
Ansari and his MP brother
AfzalAnsari in theirhomedis-
trict Ghazipur, ChiefMinister
Yogi Adityanath on Thursday
appealedtopeopletoelectpub-
licrepresentativeswhofightfor
their cause and not thosewho
facilitate illegalarms licences.

Addressingagatheringafter
inaugurating and laying the
foundation stones for 268 de-
velopment projects worth Rs
692 crore in Ghazipur, the CM
said, “We do not need public
representativeswhoforgearms
licences anduse them to com-
mit dacoities and encroach on
people's homes. Our govern-
ment has consigned themafia
todust.Now,whenthesonofa
low-incomefamilyorganisesa
Ramlila, no one dares to bran-
dish weapons and incite riots
becausetheyknowthatanyone
who does so will be buried
under thesoil.”

his remarks come in the
wake ofGhazipur police filing
five FIRs againstMukhtarAn-
sari'sfamilymembers,including
his wife Afshan Ansari and
brotherandMPAfzalAnsari,on
charges of procuring arms

licences on forgeddocuments.
Afzal is the local samajwadi
PartyMP. “A district that once
washometotheashramofPau-
hari Baba and a centre associ-
ated with Lord Parashuram
and Maharishi Jamadagni
should not become a breeding
ground for the mafia. These
mafiabelongs tonoone. They
exploit the poor, intimidate
traders and compromise the
safetyofdaughters,”headded.

AdityanathsaidformerMLA
KrishnanandRaifoughtagainst
themafiawhoundertheprotec-
tion of the then government
brutally andmercilesslymur-
dered him and seven youths.
“Despite all the evidence, the
mafiacontinuedtoenjoypoliti-

cal protection. But now the
mafia can no longer receive
suchprotection. The downfall
ofthosewhotrytoprotectthem
iscertain,”heasserted.

The Ansari family belongs
totheMohammadabadareaof
Ghazipurdistrict.

Targeting the samajwadi
Party, the CM said, “They di-
vide society and honour a for-
eign invader like salarMasud
Ghazi.Theyusedtobowbefore
dreaded mafias who bran-
dishedweaponsandevenwent
totheirgravestooffertributes.”

The ChieMinister also re-
calledBrigadierAbdulhamid,
other brave soldiers and litter-
ateurs who hailed from
Ghazipur.

Don’t elect those facilitating
illegal arms licences: Yogi jibe
at Ghazipur MP in home turf

CMYogiAdityanathduringaprogrammeonThursday. ANI

Bengal eyes
tea-led industrial
growth in
northern region
PressTrustof India
Kolkata, July30

The WesT Bengal govern-
mentonThursdayheldahigh-
level meeting with industry
leaders to chart a roadmap for
growth in the northern dis-
tricts, with a special focus on
strengthening the tea sector
through global branding, pro-
motingteatourismandattract-
ingfreshinvestmentstothere-
gion,a seniorofficial said.

Themeeting, held at state
secretariat Nabanna, was at-
tended by Finance Minister
swapan Dasgupta, Tourism
Minister shankar Ghosh and
around40 industrialists. They
discussed long-termstrategies
to position north Bengal as a
globallyrecognisedteadestina-
tion while expanding invest-
ment inother sectors,hesaid.

Addressing reporters after
themeeting,Ghoshsaidtheob-
jectivewastocreateacompeti-
tive investmentclimate.

"Ourgoalistocreateaneco-
systemthatencouragesinvest-
ment through financial incen-
tivesandpolicysupport.”

Kolkata
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POLICeOnThursdayarrested
thebrother-in-lawof abscond-
ingstone traderTulluMondal,
followinga48-hourraidduring
whichtheyseizedRs28.5crore
in cash and 15 kg of gold from
his residence in Birbhumdis-
trict, officials said.
Police loaded six trunks

with cashandgold, alongwith
twoconfiscatedcupboardsina
utility transport vehicle after
the intensive search and ar-
rested Muhammad Minar
Mondal, a relative ofMuham-
mad najibuddin alias Tulu
Mandal, a prominent local
businessman,saidtobeclosely
associated with senior Trina-
mool Congress (TMC) leader

AnubrataMondal.
“The Birbhum police re-

ceived information about a
huge amount of illegally
amassedcashandgoldbelong-
ing to an organised syndicate
led byMuhammad najibud-
din,” Superintendent of Police
ViditRajBhundeshsaid.
“During the search at the

house of Muhammad Minar
Mondal, the police recovered
approximatelyRs 28.5 crore in
cash and 15 kg of gold bars.
necessary legal formalities are
underwayalongwiththeregis-
tration of an FIR,” Bhundesh
furtheradded.
Accordingtopolicesources,

Bhundeshsaidthatduringpre-

liminary questioning, Minar
Mondal confessed that the
money and gold belonged to
TuluMandal’sillegalorganised
syndicate.
The operation stemmed

from a breakthrough in a rob-
beryinvestigation.OnTuesday,
Mohammad Bazar police ar-
rested seven suspects: Arjun
Lohar, Sheikh Giyasuddin,
Sheikh Farjuddin, Pulok Saha,
Sheikh Firoz Ahmed, Abhinav
Bhatsa,andRabiKumarGupta.
After a court remanded

themto twodaysofpolicecus-
todyWednesday, investigators
questionedtheaccused,whose
disclosures ledpolice toMinar
Mondal's residence inDeucha
lateTuesday.
Mondalwas formally taken

intocustodyfromhishouseon
Thursdaymorning andwill be
producedbeforeacourtlaterin
theday.
Whenreportersquestioned

Minarwhilebeingescortedtoa
police vehicle, he declined to
comment. Hisson,meanwhile,
claimedhewasunawareof the

cash allegedly hidden inside
their familyhome.
Addressing the media on

Wednesday,ChiefMinisterSu-
vendu Adhikari had issued a
sternwarningagainstsystemic
corruption and targeted the
previousadministration.
“Our government will

maintain a zero-tolerance pol-
icyagainstcorruptindividuals.
no one involved in corruption
willbespared.Anyonewhohas
amassed wealth through
wrongdoing, lootingpublicas-
sets,orcolludingwiththethen-
ruling political party will face
the full weight of the law,” Ad-
hikari said.
TulluhadfiguredintheCBI

probe into the multi-crore
cattle smugglingcase.
In August 2022, the agency

searched several of his proper-
ties, office and godown in the
MohammadBazar area of the
district.
TheenforcementDirector-

ate later summoned him to
Delhi for questioning in no-
vember thatyear.

Birbhumcashseizureclimbsto
Rs28.5cr; 1heldafter48-hrraids

arreSTed accuSed linKed To aBSconding STone Trader

robberyprobeled
toarrestofseven
whose interrogation
ledtotheoperation

Policealso recovered 15kggoldduring the raids. ExprEss

SweetyKumari
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In THe first quarter of the
2026–27financialyearalone,54
people—53 Indian nationals
and 1 foreign national—were
arrested at the Kolkata airport
asauthoritiescrackeddownon
massive ganja smuggling net-
works.
As per data available with

TheIndianExpress, fromApril
to June, the Air Intelligence
unit (AIu) under the Office of
the Commissioner of Customs
(Airport and Air Cargo Com-
plex Commissionerate) regis-
tered 58 individual cases and
seizedastaggering396.745kilo-
grams of ganja. This high-vol-
ume recovery points to an ag-
gressive, intelligence-led
enforcement drive aimed at
shutting down key interna-
tionaldrugtransit routesoper-
ating throughtheregion.
Investigation into these

smugglingoperationsrevealed
that thevastmajorityof the in-
tercepted narcotics originated
inThailand'scapital,Bangkok,
with secondary streams arriv-
ing on international flights
fromPhuket, also inThailand,
Vietnam's capital Hanoi, and
Singapore.
As per officials, the quarter

saw a rapid, month-over-

monthsurgeinbothdetections
and intercepts. The trend
began in April 2026 with 10
cases logged,resultingin10ar-
rests of Indian nationals and
the recovery of 37,811 grams
(roughly37.8kg)ofmarijuana.
ByMay,operationsacceler-

ated as cases more than
doubled to 23, yielding 168,175
grams (around 168.2 kg) of
seizedcontrabandandleading
to 19 arrests, of which18 were
Indian nationals and 1 was a
foreignnational.
enforcement reached its

peak in June 2026with 25 dis-
tinct cases registered, an inter-
ception of 190,759 grams
(nearly 190.8 kg) of ganja, and
the arrest of 25 Indian na-
tionals. Across all three
months,officialpreliminaryfi-

nancial valuations remained
documented at zero pending
formalmarketassessments.
The illicit cargo was split

across both checked luggage
and hand baggage, officials
said. Smugglers used sophisti-
cated concealments to mask
the contraband during transit
andobscureitfromstandardX-
ray screening or physical Cus-
tomschecks, theyadded.
"We have uncovered ganja

hidden inside commercial
chocolatepacketsandwrapped
sweetcontainers,builtdirectly
intothehollowinnerside-walls
and lining of trolley bags,
packedinmulti-layeredplastic
and vacuum-sealed airtight
pouches, and layered between
ordinarypersonalbelongings,"
saidanofficial.

397kgganjaseized,54held in90
days:Thailand,Vietnamroutes
underscanneratKolkataairport

Narcoticswere found inchecked-in luggage,handbaggage. ExprEss
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THe CALCuTTAHigh Court
onWednesdaydesignatedthree
fast-trackcourtsinKolkataand
twointheAndamanandnico-
bar Islands for question paper
leakcases.Theymustcomplete
trials in cases registered under
the Public examinations (Pre-
vention of unfair Means) Act
2024 and deliver verdicts
withinthreemonthsofcharge-
sheetsbeingfiled.
The development comes

after PrimeMinisternarendra
Modi’s announcement last
week that fast-track courts
would be set up to try exam

malpracticecases,followingthe
neeT paper leak controversy
andstudentproteststhatculmi-
nated in Dharmendra Prad-
han’sresignationasunionedu-
cationminister.
Bench1of theCalcuttaCity

SessionsCourthas jurisdiction
overcasesinvestigatedbystate
government agencies across
WestBengal.Courtno.2of the
special CBI court within the
City Sessions Court will func-
tion as a fast-track court for
suchcases in thestate.
Thethirdfast-trackcourtfor

exammalpractice cases in the
stateisthecourtoftheFirstAd-
ditional Chief JudicialMagis-
trate (ACJM) inKolkata.

The court of theAdditional
DistrictandSessionsJudgeand
the court of the Chief Judicial
Magistrate—both in Port
Blair—willholdfast-tracktrials
inexammalpracticecases reg-
istered in the Andaman and
nicobar Islands. The islands
fall under the Calcutta High
Court’s jurisdiction.
Thehigh court notification

specifies that any appeal or
revisionpetitionagainsta fast-
trackmagistrate court’s order
must be made to the corre-
sponding fast-track sessions
courts.Thesedesignatedcourts
willoperateindependentlyand
havenolinktothe88otherfast-
trackcourtsactive in thestate.

5 fast-trackcourts for trialofpaper
leakcases inKolkata,portBlair

TanusreeBose
Kolkata, July30

In Amajor relief for TMCMP
Abhishek Banerjee, the Cal-
cuttaHighCourt Thursday di-
rectedpolicenottotakeanyco-
ercive action against him till
the next hearing of his plea
seeking the cancellation of
multiple FIRs registered
against him after Assembly
elections.
Presiding over thematter,

JusticeSaugataBhattacharyya
askedthepolicenottotakeany
steps against Banerjee in con-
nectionwiththecriminalpros-
ecutionsat theBhabanipurpo-
lice station (May 27), Kalitala
policestation(June1),andBish-

nupurpolicestation(June16).
Thecourtfurtherinstructed

the state to submit a complete
list of all registered FIRs con-
taining specific details against
the petitioner. Thematter has
beenpostedforfurtherhearing
onAugust6.
Banerjee's counsel Senior

Advocate Gopal Sankarana-
rayananalso requested protec-
tion against any future FIRs
arisingoutofthesamepattern.
The bench declined to grant
blanket protection for future
cases, observing that if addi-
tional FIRs are to be included,
appropriate supplementary
pleadingsmustbefiledandthe
respective complainants im-
pleaded.

nocoerciveactionagainst
abhishektillaug6:hC

SweetyKumari
Kolkata, July30

Thestatehealthdepartmenthas
lodged complaints inmultiple
police stations over allegations
of illegalbloodandplasmatraf-
ficking, as it seeks to accelerate
investigations into an alleged
inter-state racket involving
bloodbanks.
Written complaints have

beenfiledbySwasthyaBhawan
at Sonarpur police station in
South 24 Parganas and at Bal-

lygunge,LakeandBeniapukur
police stations under the Kol-
kataPolice,accordingtohealth
department sources. Police
have begun preliminary steps
toprobe theallegations.
A police officer said a re-

quest has been sent to Swas-
thya Bhawan seeking detailed
documents and information
related to thecase.
“We have submitted a

written request to Swasthya
Bhawan asking for more de-
tailed information and docu-

ments related to this incident.
Once we receive that data, it
willbepossible tomovethe in-
vestigation forward more
swiftly and effectively,” the of-
ficer said.
According to preliminary

findings, investigators suspect
that some blood banks col-
lected bloodwithout adhering
togovernmentnormsandpre-
scribed protocols. A portion of
thecollectedbloodandplasma
wasallegedlydivertedandtraf-
fickedtoother states.

healthdept filespolice complaints over
inter-state ‘blood trafficking racket’
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ThE CALCUTTA high Court
onThursday sought a detailed
report from thedistrict Super-
intendentofPolice(dSP)Barui-
pur on the encounter of Prab-
hash Mondal, one of the
accusedintherapeandmurder
of an 11-year-old girl in Barui-
purearlier thismonth.

While hearing a Public In-
terest Litigation, the division
Bench of Acting Chief Justice
Tapabrata Chakraborty and
JusticeParthaSarathiChatter-
jee directed the police to place
onrecordareportintheformof
an affidavit explaining the cir-
cumstances which led to the
encounter and the steps taken
bythestateauthorities.

The next hearing for the
case isonAugust 18.

Senior Advocate Bikash
Ranjan Bhattacharya, repre-
senting the petitioner sub-
mitted, “The police had taken

the accused, Mondal, to the
crime scene in order to recon-
struct the incident after his ar-
rest.Thepoliceshouldhaveen-
sured adequate security
measures. If the security had
beenproper,theaccusedwould
not have been able to snatch
the revolver, as claimedby the
police,andthisincidentwould
nothaveoccurred.”

Representing thestategov-
ernment,AdditionalAdvocate
General Rajdeep Majumdar
submitted,“Theprimeaccused
wastakentothecrimesceneon
the night of July 7 for recon-
struction.ItwasthenthatMon-
dalsuddenlysnatchedapolice
revolver and opened fire as he
tried to escape. he was subse-
quently injured in retaliatory
firingbythepolice.Mondalwas
then rushed to a local hospital
wherehewasdeclareddead.”

TheAAGfurthersubmitted,
“The police have registered a
suo motu case regarding the
incident,andtheinvestigation

is currently being supervised
bytheCId.”

APILfiledbypetitionerShi-
ladityaRakshit challenged the
police claim that the accused
had tried to escape during the
reconstruction of the crime
scene after snatching the ser-
vice revolver of a police officer
in theearlyhoursofJuly8, fol-
lowingwhichhewasshot.

According to the police,
Mondal had been taken to the
spotwhere the body of the girl
was allegedly recovered. The
police in their statement
claimed thatMondalallegedly
had suddenly snatched a ser-
viceweaponfromofficerRony
SarkaroftheSpecialInvestigat-
ingTeamandopen firedat the
officers while trying to flee. It

was then that another officer
Arghya Mondal fired back at
Mondal as theywereunable to
catch him. The post mortem
examinationhad revealed two
bullet wounds on Mondal’s
body.

Apart fromMondal,Anand
Sardar, dibakar Sardar, and
Kabir Mollah were arrested in
connectionwith thecrime.

Baruipurcase:HCseekspolice
reportonencounterofaccused

rAPe, murDerof 11-yeAr-olDgIrl

Petitioner sayspolice shouldhave
ensuredadequate securitymeasures
while reconstructing crimescene

ThespotwherePrabhashMondalwaskilled inpoliceencounter inBaruipur. File

PressTrustof India
Kolkata, July30

ThE CBI has replaced the in-
vestigating officer in the R G
Karrape-murdercaseandcon-
stituted a fresh special investi-
gation team (SIT) to carry for-
wardtheprobe,aseniorofficial
saidonThursday.

The central probe agency
informed the Sealdah court
thatithasappointedSandipani
Garg as the new investigating
officer (Io), replacing Seema
Pahuja,whohadbeenheading
theinvestigationsincethecase
washandedover to theCBI.

The newly constituted SIT
also submitted a three-page
status report before the court
and sought additional time to
examine the voluminous case
records.

AseniorCBIofficial,oncon-
dition of anonymity, said the
agencywascarryingoutacom-
prehensivereviewoftheinves-
tigation.

"The new team has begun
examining all records and evi-
dencecollectedsofar.Everyas-
pect of the investigation is
beingreviewedobjectively,and
allnecessarystepswillbetaken
inaccordancewiththelaw.The
agency is committed to con-
ducting a fair, impartial and
thoroughinvestigation,"theof-
ficial toldPTI.

ThechangeintheIocomes
amid criticism from the vic-
tim's family over the pace and

direction of the probe. The
familyhadonseveraloccasions
expressed dissatisfaction with
the investigation conducted
underthepreviousIo,alleging
thatcertainleadshadnotbeen
adequatelypursued.

Incidentally,thenewinves-
tigatingofficermetthevictim's
mother and current BJP MLA

Ratnadebnathoncourtprem-
isesandassuredthattheinves-
tigation would be conducted
diligently, urging the family to
have faith in theprocess.

The reconstituted SIT is
headed by CBI Joint director
Anurag Kumar and includes
Manish Upadhyay, who is also
probingtheallegedfinancialir-
regularities linked to RG Kar
MedicalCollegeandhospital.

Sources in the agency said
that theCBI told the court that
it was scrutinising around
"1,000 pages of case records"
and had recorded fresh state-
mentsofthevictim'sparents.It
also submitted that the newly
formedteamwouldrequiread-
ditionaltimetocompleteitsre-
view before taking further in-
vestigativesteps.

The counsel appearing for
the victim's family urged the
court to ensure that the new
teamexaminesall aspects that
were flagged earlier, including
the role of certain individuals
fromthetimethevictim'sbody
wasrecovereduntil thecrema-
tion, and takes appropriate ac-
tionbasedonits findings.

The victim's mother also
told the court that the role of
thosewhowereamongthelast
to be seen with her daughter
should be thoroughly
investigated.

The mother also said she
had faith that the ongoing in-
vestigation would ensure jus-
tice forherdaughter.

rGKar rape,murder case:
CBI replaces investigating
officer, reconstitutes sIT

Govtaimingtobuild
country'sfinestpolice
force,saysSuvendu
Kolkata:ChiefMinister suvendu
Adhikari on thursday said his gov-
ernment aims tobuild the
country's finest police force
despite financial constraints.
Addressingpolicepersonnel at
the annual 'BadaKhana' event at
theswamiVivekanandastate
policeAcademy inBarrackpore in
north 24parganasdistrict, Adhi-
kari,who is also the state home
minister, lauded the statepolice
formaintaining lawandorder and
combating corruption,while
assuring the forceof his govern-
ment's full support. "i knowyou
have towork undermanychal-
lenges. From tackling corruption
tomaintaining lawandorder, you
havedemonstrated your profes-
sionalism.wehavecertain limita-
tions and financial liabilities, but
as chiefminister, it ismyexpecta-
tion that thebest police force in
the country is built in this state,"
Adhikari said.PTI

PressTrustof India
Kolkata, July30

ChIEF MInISTER Suvendu
Adhikari's weekly 'Janatadar-
bar' on Thursday drew com-
plaints against leaders cutting
across party lines, with a
woman accusing BJP MLA
SharboriMukherjeeoffacilitat-
ing the forcible takeoverofher
shopandanotheralleging that
a former TMC legislator
grabbedher land.

Adhikari assured the com-
plainants that everyallegation
would be examined on merit
and no one would be spared if
foundguilty.

one of the more politically
significant complaints came
fromPratimaRoy,whoalleged
that Mukherjee's associates
forcibly occupied the sari and
garment shop that her family
had been running for nearly
threedecades.

Roy claimed the shop was
demolished and takenover on
the night of June 12 by two as-
sociatesof theBJP legislator.

She alleged that although
Mukherjee was not present at
thespot,theoperationwascar-
riedoutatherbehest.

According to Roy, the chief
minister examined the docu-
mentssubmittedbyherandas-
sured that nobody would be
allowed to forcibly occupy her
property.

Mukherjee, however, re-
jected the allegations outright,
describingthoseas"completely
false".

The BJP MLA maintained
that the dispute was a long-
pending tenancy matter and
wasalreadybeforeacourt.

"Thecomplainanthasbeen
illegallyoccupying theshopas
asub-tenantforyears.Theorig-
inalownerhadapproachedme
forhelp, followingwhichparty
workers only tried to mediate.
There was no forcible occupa-

tion,"Mukherjeesaid.
The legislator also said that

she was ready to place all rel-
evant documents before the
CMif required.

Inanotherpoliticallyloaded
complaint,awomanfromPun-
jab accused former TMC MLA
debasish Kumar of illegally
grabbing four kathas of her
land and soughtAdhikari's in-
tervention.

Kumar, who recently
crossedover fromtheMamata
Banerjee-led TMC to the rival
factionheadedbyRitabrataBa-
nerjee,couldnotbereachedfor
comments.

The complaints assumed
significance, as they involved
leaders from both the ruling
BJP and rival political camps,
allowingAdhikaritoprojectthe
grievance forum as a platform
where allegations would be
heard irrespective of political
affiliation.

Among other complaints
was that from the mother of a
college student from Krishna-
nagar innadiadistrict,whoal-
leged that her daughter was

raped,murderedandherbody
burnt with acid in october
2024. She claimed that police
had initially attempted to por-
tray the case as a suicide and
despitesecuringregistrationof
an FIR through legal interven-
tion, the investigation had
made littleprogress.

RecallingthatAdhikarihad
visited her family as the then
Leader of the opposition after
the incident, the woman said
shehopedjusticewouldnowbe
delivered under his govern-
mentandsoughtafreshprobe.

Another woman from the
Sundarbans appealed for the
chiefminister'shelp inarrang-
ing heart surgery for her 11-
year-old son, alleging that re-
peated visits to the state-run
SSKM hospital over the past
several years had failed to se-
cureahospitalbedfortheoper-
ation.Severalothersqueuedup
with complaints relating to al-
leged land encroachment, de-
nial of government benefits
and administrative inaction,
many travelling from distant
districts tomeet theCM.

suvenduhears complaintsagainstBJP
legislator, ex-TMCMla,assuresprobe

jAnATA DArBAr

CMSuvenduAdhikariwithBJP leader LocketChatterjeeat JanataDarbaronThursday. pti
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Suvendusecondleast
wealthyamongchief
ministers:ADRreport
Kolkata:ChiefMinister suvendu
Adhikari is the second least
wealthy among thecountry's
chiefministers,with declared
assets of rs85.87 lakh, according
to an analysis of election affida-
vits releasedby theAssociation
forDemocratic reforms (ADr)
andnational electionwatch. the
analysis, basedon self-sworn
election affidavits of 31 chiefmin-
isters of states andUnion terri-
tories, found that Jammuand
KashmirChiefMinisteromar
Abdullah is the leastwealthy,with
declared assets of rs 55.24 lakh.
Adhikari ranked second, followed
byrajasthanChiefMinister Bha-
jan lal sharma,whosedeclared
assets exceedrs 1.03crore.
According to the report, Adhi-
kari's declaredwealth comprises
movable assets valuedat rs 24.57
lakh and immovable assetsworth
rs61.30 lakh.PTI

PressTrustof India
Kolkata, July30

ThE STATE government on
Thursday announced an over-
haul of the school education
system,sayingthecurriculum,
textbooksandassessmentpat-
ternwillberecastfromthe2028
academic session in line with
the national Education Policy
(nEP), ending the state's long
resistance to the Centre's flag-
shipeducationreform.

School Education Minister
dipak Barman also said that
thegovernmentwouldnotpre-
scribe any specific colour
scheme for uniforms, and the
institutescandecideonthat.

The overhaul would go far
beyond routine syllabus revi-
sion andwouldusher in struc-
tural changes in school educa-
tion,withgreater emphasis on
skill-based learning, reduced
academic burden and semes-
ter-based assessments, the
minister said.

“From the 2028 academic
session, everything -- fromthe
curriculum to textbooks -- will
change for classes 1 to 12. Pre-
paratory work has already
begun,"”Barmantoldreporters
at the education department

headquartersBikashBhavan.
Barman, however, clarified

that no major changes would
be introduced immediately
andthatonly limitedrevisions
toexistingsyllabiwouldbecar-
riedoutintheinterimbasedon
the syllabus committee’s
recommendations.

The minister declined to
specifywhich chapters or sub-
jects would be dropped or
added, saying those decisions
would be taken by the expert
committee framing the new
curriculum.

The announcement marks
a significant policy shift after
yearsofconfrontationbetween
the previous Trinamool Con-
gress government and the
Centre over the implementa-
tionof thenEP,whichwas ap-

proved in 2020 but never
adopted in West Bengal under
the Mamata Banerjee
administration.

The BJP government,
whichcametopowerthisyear,
hasrepeatedlysaidaligningthe
state's education system with
the nEP would be among its
priorities.

nanothersignificantinitiat-
ive, the state government
signed a memorandum of
understanding with the na-
tionalInstituteofopenSchool-
ing (nIoS) under the Samagra
Shiksha Mission to reduce
school dropouts, particularly
among children of migrant
workers. Barman said the ar-
rangement would ensure con-
tinuityofeducationevenifstu-
dents shifted fromone state to
another.

"If a student registers with
nIoS inonestateand latermi-
grates elsewhere with the
family, the child can continue
studiesandappearforexamin-
ationsfromthenewlocationin
themother tongue,"hesaid.

The minister said the plat-
form would also enable adults
and those who had discon-
tinued formal education to re-
sumetheir studies.

Govt tooverhaulschoolcurricula
from’28 in linewithNEP:Minister

School EducationMinister
DipakBarman. File

TanusreeBose
Kolkata, July30

ConCERnEd ovER the early
onset of tobacco addiction
amongst the youth, the West
Bengal State health depart-
ment has rolled out a state-
wide initiative to protect
schoolgoingchildrenandado-
lescentsfromtobaccoexposure
and addiction, introducing
mandatoryself-audits,student
counsellingandregularinspec-
tions by special block-level
teams.

A new Standard operating
Procedure (SoP), circulated to
the Chief Medical officer of
health(CMoh)acrossdistricts,
outlinestheimplementationof
Tobacco-Free Educational In-
stitution (ToFEI) initiative
under the national Tobacco
ControlProgramme(nTCP).

According to the SoP, the
initiative aims to protect
school-goingchildrenandado-
lescentsfromtobaccoexposure
and addiction by integrating
awareness campaigns, behav-
ioural counselling and referral
services into existing school

healthprogrammes.
Themovecomesagainstthe

backdrop of the Global Youth
Tobacco Survey (GYTS-2019),
which found that 8.5% of
childrenaged13-15yearsinIndia
consumetobaccoinsomeform
ortheother.healthofficialssay
that adult tobaccousers begin
consuming tobaccobefore the
age of 20,making educational
institutions critical settings for
prevention.

Under the new guidelines,
every school will have to con-
ducta100-markself-assessment
every sixmonths.only institu-
tions scoring 90 per cent or
above will qualify for the “To-
bacco-FreeEducationalInstitu-
tion”certification.

Tomonitor compliance, the
healthdepartmentwill consti-
tute special teams at the block
level comprisingRashtriyaBal
Swasthya Karyakram (RBSK)
medicalofficers, a staffnurse, a
pharmacist, anAnweshacoun-
selor, andaBlockhealthMan-
ager. These teamswill conduct
inspections of schools across
theirrespectiveblocks.

Schools havebeenasked to
conductregularawarenesspro-
grammesontheharmfuleffects
oftobaccoandeducatestudents
about theCigarettes andother
TobaccoProducts (Prohibition
ofAdvertisement andRegula-
tion of Trade and Commerce,
Production, Supply and dis-
tribution)Act,2003.Theywillbe
required to organise activities
suchasquizzes,postercompeti-
tions anddebates onWorldno
TobaccodayonMay31.

Counselling, reviews:Govt rolls
out anti-tobaccodrive in schools

The initiativeaims toprotect
schoolgoingchildrenand
adolescents fromtobacco
exposure. File

AntoreepDas
Kolkata, July30

IndIA hAS completed its first
comprehensive national cata-
logueofbutterfliesandmoths,
bringing together more than a
centuryofscatteredtaxonomic
records into a single reference
after a 12-year effort led by the
ZoologicalSurveyof India .

Announced on Thursday,
the catalogue documents
13,703speciesofLepidoptera--
the insect order comprising
butterflies and moths -- found
across the country. According
totheZSI,thecompilationpro-

videsthefirstupdatednational
baseline for biodiversity re-
search, ecological monitoring
andconservationplanning.

The survey estimates that
Indiaishometo8.25percentof
theworld’sknownbutterflyand
moth species, highlighting the
country’s status as one of the
world’smegadiversenations.

The project was led by ZSI
taxonomistsnavneetSinghand
Rahul Joshi. Its final volume,
published in the international
journal Zootaxa, completes a
series of 22 catalogue volumes
anddocuments the remaining
1,689 species while resolving

taxonomic ambiguities across
several insect families.

Among its findings, the
cataloguerecords2,205species
ofGeometroidea,asuperfamily
of moths that includes several
important nocturnal pollina-
tors. Spreadacross479genera,
theseaccountfor8.8percentof
the world’s known Geometri-
daespecies.

ThefamilyGeometridaeac-
counts for 2,100 species, fol-
lowedbyUraniidae(95),Epico-
peiidae (nine) and
Pseudobistonidae (one).

(Antoreep DAs is An internwith the
inDinexpressKolKAtA)

Indiacompletes firstcomprehensive
catalogueofbutterflies,mothsafter12yrs

Biker killed in
road accident
in Kolkata
Kolkata:Amanridingascooter
waskilledafterallegedlybeing
caughtbetweentwobuses rac-
ing each other in Kolkata's Be-
halaareaonThursday.

The accident took place
around 9.45 am near the tele-
phoneexchangeinfrontofShi-
multalaMarket,closetoBehala
Chowrasta,hesaid.Thevictim
wasridinghis scooterwhenhe
gottrappedbetweentwobuses
allegedly competing for pas-
sengers, thepolicemansaid.

“A case has been registered
and an investigation is under-
way,”policesaid.PTI

Kolkata
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CORPORATE BRIEFS EAST COAST RAILWAY
HONOURS TECHNICIAN
East Coast Railway has
honoured Shri K. Narendra,
Technician Grade-I (Carriage &
Wagon) of Rayagada under
Rayagada Division with the
Safety Award for his exemplary
vigilance and professional

commitment towards ensuring safe train operations. While carrying out a routine inspection of a
loaded goods train at Rayagada on 29th June 2026, Shri Narendra noticed a broken yoke and
damaged back stopperwelding on one of thewagons. Realising that the defect could affect the safe
movement of the train, he immediately arranged to remove the defective wagon from the train for
replacement before it continued its journey.

IIM SHILLONG PAYS TRIBUTE TO DR. A.P.J. ABDUL KALAM’S ENDURING
LEGACY AND UNVEILS HIS LIFE-SIZE STATUE paid a heartfelt tribute to Bharat Ratna Dr.
A.P.J. Abdul Kalam on the occasion of his 11th death anniversary, commemorating the historic day
when the former President of India delivered his final lecture at the Institute on “How to Make Our
Planet More Liveable.” As a lasting tribute to Dr. Kalam’s deep association with IIM Shillong, an 8-
foot-tall life-size bronze statue of Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalamwas unveiled today by Shri Shishir Kumar
Bajoria, Chairman, Board of Governors (BoG), IIM Shillong, in the presence of Shri Atul Kulkarni
and Shri Nitin Sharma, Members, BoG, Prof. (Dr.) Arun Mohan Sherry, Director, IIM Shillong, Col.
Dinesh Adhikari (Retd) CAO alongwith facultymembers, officers, staff, and students of the Institute.

Birla Global University
Hosts Commencement
Day for Bachelor of
Business Administration
(2026-30 Batch) BGU, one
of eastern India's leading
institutions of higher
education, organised the
Commencement Day Programme for the incoming Bachelor of Business Administration (BBA)
2026–30 batch, marking the beginning of a transformative academic journey for its newest
students. The programme was graced by Brishti Mondal, Vice President & Head – HR, Nomura
Research Institute Fintech, as the Chief Guest and Ankur Zutshi, Principal, IQVIA, Basel,
Switzerland, as the Guest of Honour. They were joined by Prof. Kulbhushan Balooni, Vice
Chancellor, Birla Global University, Prof. P. Nayak, Dean, Birla School of Management and Tanmay
Kumar Pattanayak, Registrar, along with faculty members, alumni, staff and students.

EASTERN COALFIELDS
LIMITED Shri Chitranjan
Kumar has assumed charge
as Director (Technical),
Eastern Coalfields Limited
(ECL). A seasoned mining
professional with over three
decades of distinguished
service in the coal sector, he
brings with him an exceptional
blend of technical expertise,
strategic leadership and a
proven track record of
delivering transformational results across Coal India Limited's subsidiaries. A B.Tech graduate
from BIT Sindri (1991), Shri Kumar holds a First Class Manager's Competency Certificate (1997)
and an MBA degree. Throughout his illustrious career, he has successfully led large-scale mining
projects, secured critical statutory and environmental clearances, resolved complex land
acquisition and Rehabilitation & Resettlement (R&R) issues and driven significant improvements
in production, productivity and sustainable mining practices.

ICMAI NEW PRESIDENT & VICE
PRESIDENT Election of President and Vice
President of The Institute of Cost Accountants of India
(ICMAI) for the Council Year 2026–27, It gives us
immense pleasure to inform you that CMA
Chittaranjan Chattopadhyay has been elected as the
President and CMA Manoj Kumar Anand has been elected as the Vice President of ICMAI for
the Council Year 2026-27 at the Meeting of the Council of the Institute held on 22nd July, 2026
at Kolkata. CMA Chittaranjan Chattopadhyay is a Fellow Member of ICMAI, a Certificated
Associate Member of the Indian Institute of Banking and Finance (IIBF) and holds an LL.B. degree.
CMA Manoj Kumar Anand is an elected member of the Council of the Institute for the term
2023–27 and a Member of the Public Sector Advisory Group (PSAG) of the Confederation of
Asian and Pacific Accountants (CAPA) for the term 2024–27.

SHRIRAJESHPANDEY, IASASSUMES
CHARGE AS CHAIRMAN, DVC Shri
Rajesh Pandey, IAS belonging to the 1995
batch of West Bengal cadre assumed charge
as the 51st Chairman of Damodar Valley
Corporation on 23rd July 2026. In a career
spanning around 31 years in Civil Services,
Shri Pandey bringswith him diverse experience
of working in multiple sectors, having served
as Additional Chief Secretary for the
Departments of MSME & Textiles Department, Personnel & Administrative Reforms, Sports and
Youth Services Departments, and Co-operation Department, and has served as Secretary of the
Consumer Affairs Department, in the Government of West Bengal.

GRSE SUSTAINS GROWTH MOMENTUM Garden Reach
Shipbuilders & Engineers Limited (GRSE), a Navratna Public Sector
Undertaking under the Ministry of Defence, GOI has announced its
financial results for the first quarter ended 30 Jun 26. The revenue
recorded during Q1FY27 was Rs 1814.62 Cr, registering a growth of
38.53% over Q1FY26. Similarly, the PAT has increased by 43.83% to
Rs 172.84 Cr during the same period.

COAL INDIA’S CAPEX RISES Coal India Limited (CIL) recorded a capital expenditure (capex)
of Rs 3,399 crore during the first quarter (Q1) of FY 26–27, registering a growth of 16.64% over
the Rs 2,914 crore incurred during the corresponding period of the previous financial year. The
company also surpassed its quarterly capex target of Rs 3,349 crore, achieving 101.5% of the
planned expenditure. The company’s Q1 spending represents 20.60% of CIL’s total capital
expenditure target of Rs16,500 crore for the current fiscal. Land acquisition and related
rehabilitation & resettlement (R&R) activities accounted for the highest expenditure during the
quarter at Rs 804 crore, constituting nearly one-fourth of the total capex. Timely acquisition of land
is a critical prerequisite for coal mining, as mining projects cannot commence or expand without
it, irrespective of the availability of coal reserves. Reflecting on its strategic importance, land
acquisition and related activities have been allocated the highest capex target of Rs 4,173 crore out
of the company's total annual capex target for FY’27.

INDIAN RAILWAYS STRENGTHENS WORKFORCE THROUGH MISSION-MODE
RECRUITMENT 5.56 Lakh Recruitments Done Since 2014 (Up to June 2026), Including
50,485 in Southern Railway: Sh. Ashwini Vaishnaw. Approximately 4.5 Crore Candidates
Appeared in Computer-Based Test in 2024 and 2025 Exam Cycle. Recruitment Exams Conducted
Over 150 Cities in 15 Languages to Ensure Wider Access and Greater Convenience for Railway
Aspirants. Occurrence and filling up of vacancies are continuous processes on Indian Railways
considering its size, spatial distribution and criticality of operation. Adequate and suitable
manpower is provided to cater to the regular operations, changes in technology, mechanisations
and innovative practices. The vacancies are filled up primarily by placement of indents by Railways
with Recruitment agencies as per operational and technological requirements.

ArieS (mAr21 -Apr20):Thismight be a restless day for
you. Youhaveoptions to socialise andhave fun. You’re full
of different ideas today,whichmight createdetours and
surprises for you. Tonight: Enjoy your privacy.

tAuruS(Apr21 -mAy21):This is a lovely day to social-
ise. A friendor amember of agroupmight do something
that catches youoff guard. Youmightmeet a real character
today. Tonight: Be friendly.

Gemini (mAy22 - June21):Treadcarefully aroundauth-
ority figures todaybecause somethingunexpectedcould
happen. Tobeon the safe side, give authority figures a
wideberth. Relationswith relatives, siblings andneigh-
bours are rewarding. Tonight: You're admired.

CAnCer(June22 - July23):Suddenopportunities to
travelmight fall in your lap today. Planned schedules and
itinerariesmight suddenly changeat the lastminute.
Double-check all details to avoid unnecessarydisappoint-
ments andglitches. Tonight: Explore and learn.

leo(July24-AuG23):Make friendswith your bank
account, because something related to sharedproperty,
inheritances and the resources you sharewith others
might be subject to a suddenchange today. Tonight:
Check your finances.

VirGo(AuG24-Sep23):Beprepared for something
unexpected fromapartner, spouseor close friend today.
For some, this could relate to aparent or another authority
figure. Basically, somethingunusual or abit out of theordi-
narymight occur. Tonight: Listen andcooperate.

librA (Sep24-oCt23):Equipment breakdownsand
technological glitches todaymight impact yourwork or
even your health. Pet owners shouldbeextra vigilant. Give
yourself extra time so youhavewiggle room for theunex-
pected. Tonight:Work efficiently.

SCorpio (oCt24-noV23):Social plans are unpredict-
able today. Youmight receive anunexpected invitation.Or
aplannedeventmight becancelledor changed. Parents
shouldbe vigilant to avoid accidentswith their kids.
Tonight: Socialisewith others.

SAGittAriuS (noV24-deC22):Your home routine
might be interrupted today. Small appliancesmight break
down. Someoneunexpectedmight appear at your door.
Take abreath andcopewithwhatever is happening. It's
nothing youcan't handle. Tonight: Relax at home.

CApriCorn(deC23- JAn20):This is amildly
accident-proneday for you. Bemindful andaware
whenwalking, joggingor driving.On theupside, you
might have someclever, genius-like ideas. It's easy for
you to think outside thebox. Tonight: An interesting
conversation.

AQuAriuS (JAn21 -Feb19):Dowhatever youcan to
protect your belongings from loss, theft anddamage
today. Youmight either find somemoneyor lose some.
Tonight: Check yourmoneyandpossessions.

piSCeS (Feb20-mAr20):Today, youmight feel rebel-
lious. Certainly, youwant tobe free todoyour own thing.
Youhave a strongcraving for excitement andadventure,
whichmeans there's a strong likelihood that's precisely
what youwill find! Tonight: Youwin.

lrOYalstars bygeorgianicolslCrOsswOrd 6055

ACroSS
1Act gladly for an
audience (5)
4 Involves a silent
order (7)
8Objective I amout to get (3)
9Not a game for seahorses
(5,4)
10TheFrenchmark all dice
differently (7)
11 Is a girl’s name for a
child (5)
13Performsanewascent (6)
15Timeconceals adeserter’s
mistakes (6)
18Legal acts? (5)
19Turn round tobecome
booming (7)
21Overlooking anumber inside
working as blacksmiths (9)
23Have tobewon round (3)
24Trickery of theFrench in a
sense (7)
25 It’s theherb seasonwe
hear (5)

doWn
1She’s presumablymether
match (7)
2 I’mto intercedewithoutdelay (9)
3Sounds like a strange letter in
thepost (5)
4Sex andart production films
use them (6)
5Rowabout straydog (7)
6Bio-chemistry for aNigerian
tribesman (3)
7Anumber achieve success (5)
12Remainoutside a coachas
requiredby law (9)
14Anoral test (7)
16Ago-slowwhich couldbe at an
end (7)
17Vote is for formerRussian
government (6)
18Removespart of diseased
offshoot (5)
20Shouldproveuncommonly
tough (5)
22Regretmovingon from
Rouen (3)

JumbledWordS

Su
do

ku
63
96

solUTions crossword6054across: 1Headmaster, 8Basic, 9 Flutter,
10Apostle, 11 Stoic, 12Kaftan, 14Adored, 17Puffs, 19Elector, 21Control, 22
Flies, 23Easymannerdown: 2Easeoff, 3Ducat, 4Alfred, 5 Trussed, 6Ratio, 7
Procedures, 8Blank space, 13Asserts, 15Ratline, 16Bedlam, 18Fence, 20Elfin

solUTions:Magic,Posit,Garner,Unwell
answer:Theoppositeoftalkingisn'tlistening.Theoppositeoftalkingis
waiting-FranLebowitz

Givenbeloware four jumbledwords. Solve the jumbles tomake
properwords andmove themto the respective circles below.
Select the letters in the shadedcircles and jumble themtoget the
answer for the givenquip.

theoppositeof talking isn’t listening.theoppositeof talking is
___ - franlebowitz (7)

Difficultylevel3s
instructions

To solve a Sudoku
puzzle, everydigit from
1 to9must appear in
eachof thenine vertical
columns, in eachof the
ninehorizontal rows
and in eachof thenine
boxes.

Difficultylevel
1s =Very easy; 2s =Easy;
3s =Medium;4s =Hard;
5s =VeryHard;
6s =Genius

cgMai

ToPis

ranger

ellnUw

lmarvin byToMarMsTrong

lCalvin&hObbes bybillwaTTerson

lOverthehedge byMichaelFry&Tlewis
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Particulars
Quarter
ended on
30.06.2025

Financial
year

ended on
31.03.2026

Audited Audited AuditedAudited

Total revenue from operations

Net Profit / (Loss) for the period

(before tax and exceptional items)

Net Profit / (Loss) for the period before tax

(after exceptional items)

Net Profit / (Loss) for the period after tax

Total comprehensive income for the period

[Comprising Profit / (Loss) for the period (after tax) and Other

Comprehensive Income (after tax)]

Paid-up equity share capital

[Face value ` 1 per share]

Reserves excluding revaluation reserves

Securities premium reserve

Net Worth

Paid-up Debt Capital

Debt Equity Ratio

Earnings per equity share:

Basic earnings per share of ` 1 each (not annualised) - in

Rupees (after exceptional items)

Diluted earnings per share of ` 1 each (not annualised) - in

Rupees (after exceptional items)

Debenture Redemption Reserve

Debt Service Coverage Ratio

Interest Service Coverage Ratio

` Crore

` Crore

Particulars

Unaudited UnauditedUnaudited

Total revenue from operations

Net Profit / (Loss) for the period

(before tax and exceptional items)

Net Profit / (Loss) for the period before tax

(after exceptional items)

Net Profit / (Loss) for the period after tax

Total comprehensive income for the period

[Comprising Profit / (Loss) for the period (after tax) and Other

Comprehensive Income (after tax)]

Paid-up equity share capital [Face value 1 per share]

Reserves (excluding revaluation reserves)

and Non controlling interest

Net Worth

Debt Equity Ratio

Earnings per equity share:

`

Basic earnings per share of ` 1 each (not annualised) - in

Rupees (after exceptional items)

Diluted earnings per share of ` 1 each (not annualised) - in

Rupees (after exceptional items)

Debenture Redemption Reserve

Debt Service Coverage Ratio

Interest Service Coverage Ratio

Note:

Quarter
ended on
31.03.2026

Quarter
ended on
30.06.2026

36,896.55

6,112.02

Quarter
ended on
30.06.2026

Quarter
ended on
31.03.2026

Quarter
ended on
30.06.2025

Financial
year

ended on
31.03.2026

5,820.52

38,447.96 31,014.36 1,39,720.22

6,477.98 4,776.84 22,451.96

6,345.93 4,557.76 21,353.10

4,535.59 4,659.74 3,523.25 16,065.13

3,477.29 (143.12) 6,743.37 13,295.44

1,248.60 1,248.60 1,248.60 1,248.60

0.50

15,157.0015,159.2115,159.95

3.74 2.82 12.87

1,34,284.71

15,159.21

3.63

12.87

2.85

60,794.29

Audited

63,270.13 53,178.12 2,32,139.94

4,183.01 5,150.42 3,199.20 17,001.15

15,968.693,067.084,810.373,837.53

2,385.24 2,965.00 2,007.36

4,351.52

10,885.82

2,336.83 3,755.68 16,377.93

1,247.44 1,247.44 1,247.44 1,247.44

1,01,054.51 98,768.46 91,464.44 98,768.46

0.82

8.65

1.86 2.34 1.67 8.65

1,328.75 1,328.75 1,328.75 1,328.75

Koushik Chatterjee
Executive Director &

Chief Financial Officer

T V Narendran
Chief Executive Officer &
Managing Director

Mumbai, July 30, 2026

1.03

4.53

0.92

5.27

0.98

3.69

0.98

4.72

31,290.24 31,290.24

3.63

1,328.75

4.27

7.68

3.73

6.42

8.27

2.82

1.34

6.91 8.08

0.80

1.86

0.79

2.34

0.91

1.67

1,02,533.01
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1,35,822.61 1,32,345.31

1,328.75 1,328.75 1,328.75

1,30,287.29

Sd/- Sd/-

Extract of Standalone Financial Results for the quarter ended on 30th June 2026

Extract of Consolidated Financial Results for the quarter ended on 30th June 2026

The above is an extract of the detailed format of Standalone andConsolidated financial results for the quarter

ended on 30th June 2026 filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 and Regulation 52 of the SEBI

(Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulation, 2015. The full format of the Standalone and

Consolidated results for the quarter ended on 30th June 2026 are available on the websites of the Stock

Exchanges (www.nseindia.com/www.bseindia.com) and theCompany'swebsite (www.tatasteel.com).
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0.48 0.46

1,32,345.31

Bronto Skylift failed, crewnot
trained:Report onPalam fire
GayathriMani
NewDelhi,July30

BroNtoSKylIFt (hydraulic
crane)of theDelhiFireServices
(DFS) failed during the rescue
operationafteritsboombecame
entangled in overhead cables
andbanners, no backuphigh-
reach rescue equipment was
availableandfirefightershadto
rely on a manual ladder that
couldnot reach the third floor
balcony – these are themajor
findingsofamagisterialinquiry
into theMarch 18 fire in a four-
story building in Palam that
killed nine people, including
three children,The IndianEx-
presshaslearnt.

thereportwassubmittedby
DistrictMagistrate(SouthWest)
MekalaChaitanyaPrasadtothe
homedepartment lastmonth.
the file is nowproposed to be
placed before the lieutenant
Governor for consideration, of-
ficialssaid.

“theBronto Skylift (BS-III)
failedat the scene–most likely
duetocables/wires/bannersen-
tangledinitsboomandnoeffec-
tivesecondlineofdefence(anal-
ternative tall ladder) was
immediatelyavailable...aman-
ual ladder could not reach the
third-floor balcony,” the report
said.

the inquiry also found that
thecrewassignedtooperatethe

skylifthadneverreceivedformal
training from the authorised
dealer since themachinewas
procuredin2006.“theylearned
informally frompredecessors,”
thereportsaid.

It added thatmaintenance
logsoftheskyliftshowsnoprior
faultswere reported despite it
beingused inoperations at IGI
Airport, tilakNagar andPalam
duringincidentsoffire.

Further, the report high-
lighted several lapses by the
MCDandotheragencies,which
resultedinthetragedy.

ItblamedtheMCDforallow-
ing commercial activity on the
building’s first floor though the
licence permitted commercial
use only in the basement and
groundfloor.

Asperthereport,thefirepro-
bably originated fromanMCB
box locatedon the groundand
first floor stairs, a pointwhere
around six electrical connec-
tions were concentrated. It
added that the fire “spread
rapidly,aggravatedbycombust-
iblecosmeticstock”.

While a short circuit is con-
sideredtheprobablecauseofthe
fire, the report said this cannot
be confirmeduntil the forensic
report is received because the
electricalinstallationwasexten-
sivelydamaged.

the report recommended
disciplinaryactionagainstMCD

licensing inspector Narendra
Dabas for failing to check viol-
ationoflicenseconditions.

“Dabas, who was working
under the supervisionof assis-
tant commissionerNajafgarh
Zonealsofailedinhisdutytore-
moveaerial banners on roads,”
itadded.

thereport flaggedtheassis-
tantelectricalinspector,wholed
theinspection,receivednotech-
nical training. “...admitted he
had never been able to deter-
minethecauseoffireinanyof8-
9priorinspections–aseriousca-
pability gap in a statutory
technical role,” the reporthigh-
lighted.

Itrecommendedthatatech-
nicalexpertcommitteebesetup
toinvestigatetheBrontoSkylift's
failure, ensure deployment of
backuphigh-rise rescue equip-
mentatmajorfiresandfillingup
of853vacantpostsintheFirede-
partmentonpriority.

highlighting that the fire
couldnot be controlled due to
“unauthorised cabling” in the
area, the report recommended:
“Bring all local cable/Internet
serviceprovidersunder a regu-
latory framework...Make pro-
vidername-markingoncables
compulsoryforidentificationof
violators,considerroadwidthas
acriterion(whiledecidingonin-
stalling) overhead (or) under-
groundcabling...”

9 dead in MarCH 18 blaze UmarKhalid
movesHC
forthirdtime
seekingbail
SohiniGhosh
NewDelhi, July30

For the third time, activist
Umar Khalid has moved the
DelhihighCourt,seekingbailin
the larger conspiracy case of
NortheastDelhiriotsin2020.he
has been booked under the
stringent Unlawful Activities
(Prevention)Act(UAPA).

Khalid'sappealchallenging
the trial court's July 4decision
todismisshisbailapplicationis
listedforhearingbeforeabench
of Justices Prathiba Singh and
VikasMahajanonFriday.

thehChadearlier rejected
his bail plea twice– inoctober
2022andSeptember2025.Both
times, the SupremeCourt had
upheld thehCorder.

Khalid, arrested in 2020,
was booked under UAPA for
beingoneofthe"masterminds"
of the riots that had left 53
peopledeadandmorethan700
injured. Besides him, activist
Sharjeel Imam, among others,
wasalsobooked in thecase.

theSC,initsorderonJanu-
ary5,hadrefusedbailtoKhalid
and Imam, but granted bail to
five other co-accusedwhile es-
tablishingthe“hierarchyofpar-
ticipation”. In this hierarchy,
Khalid and Imamwere classi-
fied tobeona “higher footing”
comparedtothefiveotherswho
weregrantedbailbytheSC.

Kolkata



DeeptimanTiwary
NewDelhi, July30

TheLOKSabha onThursday
passedthePreventionofInsults
toNational honour (Amend-
ment)Bill,2026amidprotestsby
theOpposition over the police
“excesses”onprotesters at Jan-
tarMantarandtheRamTemple
donationtheftrow.

TheBillwasclearedinabout
15 minutes during the post-
lunch sitting after repeatedad-
journmentssincemorningamid
thedin.Throughoutthebriefde-
bate, Congress andSamajwadi
Partymemberscontinuedsloga-
neering from the Well of the
house. TheDMKwas the only
Oppositionparty toparticipate
inthediscussion.

Movingamendments to the
Bill,DMKMPARajaallegedthat
theBill reflected a “communal
outlook”.

“Today is a very dangerous
day for Parliament and the
country. I have carefully gone
throughthereasonsandobjects
oftheBill…Onepersonandone
song [are] important for this
country having a communal
outlook. Why did Partition

happen?Oneperson…andone
song…,”hesaid.

Raja sought tomake“a legal
point”, but the Chair did not
allowhim to continue andput
his amendment to vote,which
wasdefeated.

Joiningthedebate,DMKMP
Kanimozhi alleged that theBill
was a "hindutva agenda
masquerading asnationalism"
andaccusedthegovernmentof
trying to "impose nationalism
through law". She argued that
theConstituentAssemblyhad
consciously accepted only the
firsttwostanzasofVandeMata-
ramandsaidmakingallsixstan-
zasmandatory would under-
mine the country's secular
character. Referring to Tamil
Nadu'slong-standingstatesong,
she said the legislation disre-
spectedstateswiththeirownof-
ficialsongsandaccusedthegov-
ernment of using the issue to
polarisethecountry.

Minister of State forhome
NityanandRairejectedthecriti-
cism, asserting that the legisla-
tionwas“aBillofnationalpride”
andwas “not against any state,
ideologyorperson”.hesaidthe
government respectedall state

songs and insisted that the
amendmentonly sought to en-
sure that theNational Song re-
ceived the same respect as the
National Anthem.Rai also ac-
cusedIndia'sfirstPrimeMinister
JawaharlalNehruof accepting
onlytwostanzasofVandeMata-
ram in 1937 "for appeasement
politics",claimingthatthedeci-
sion encouraged the ideology
that eventually led toPartition.
"Now, forekBharat, Shreshtha
Bharat, the entire song is
needed,"hesaid.

ParticipatingfromtheTreas-
ury Benches, BJPMP Sambit
Patra said theamendmentwas
“not an ordinary Bill” but one

that intended to ensure that
people, particularly school stu-
dents, couldexpress respect for
both theNationalAnthemand
theNationalSong"withoutany
hurdle".hesaidthepresidentof
the Constituent Assembly, Dr
RajendraPrasad, had given an
assurancethatJanaGanaMana

and Vande Mataram would
enjoy equal respect, but the
promise has not been fulfilled
overthepast76yearsbecauseof
theCongressleadership.

earlier, while introducing
theBill, Rai haddescribed it as
“not just a statutory amend-
ment”but“acommitmenttoIn-
dia’s soul, culturalheritage,na-
tional consciousness and the
ideals of the freedomstruggle”.
Invoking Vande Mataram
composer Bankim Chandra
Chatterjee,SwamiVivekananda
andSardarVallabhbhaiPatel,he
said PrimeMinisterNarendra
Modiwasfulfillingthevisionof
accordingVandeMataram its
rightfulplaceinnationallife.Rai
recalled that Patel had asked
classical vocalist Omkarnath
Thakur to sing the full Vande
MataramonAll IndiaRadioon
themorningofAugust 15, 1947,
and said freedom fighters, in-
cludingChandrashekharAzad,
RamPrasadBismil andAshfa-
qullahKhan,hadgonetothegal-
lowswith“VandeMataram”on
theirlips.

ThePreventionof Insults to
Nationalhonour(Amendment)
Bill is the first legislation to be
passedbybothhousesofParlia-
ment in the ongoingMonsoon
Session, which has seen fre-
quent disruptions by the Op-
positionmainlyover theNeeT
paperleakissue.

MANYAGRee that if the BJP
had sent emissaries -- even
members of theDelhiGovern-
ment--earlyontoJantarMantar
to talk to fastingactivist Sonam
Wangchuk and theCockroach
Janta Party (CJP) leaders,who
were thenholdinga sit-in there
todemandaccountability over
theNeeTexampaper leak, the
crisiswouldnothave escalated
asitdid.

The BJP governmentmis-
readtheGenZprotestsandmis-
calculated its response to the
situation,whichhaslandeditin
aspot.

TheMonsoonSessionofPar-
liament was supposed to be
about a renewed push for the
constitutional amendment
legislationlinkedtotheDelimi-
tation Bill theNarendraModi

governmenthadfailedtopassin
thehouseinApril.Butnow,with
the CJP-led student protests
forcingtheresignationofDhar-
mendraPradhanas theeduca-
tionMinister, thismayprove to
betrickier.eventheOpposition
INDIAbloc parties such as the
DMKandNCP(Sharadchandra
Pawar),whichwerekeepingall
optionsopenonthe issue,have
suddenlybecomemoreambiva-
lentaboutit.

Unlike the setback for the
BJPinthe2024LokSabhaelec-
tions,whenitstallydropped,the
challengeforthepartythistime
isdifferent.

AsectionoftheBJPcadreap-
pears tobedisappointed that a
powerfulPrimeMinistersuchas
Modi, seen to be loath to act
underpressure—thoughhedid
withdraw the three farm laws
afterayear-longfarmeragitation
atDelhi's borders—was com-
pelledtodropPradhan.Itwould
havebeenanotherstoryifPrad-
hanhadquit at the outset and
takenahighmoralground.

Amisjudgement?
Thegovernment seemed to

havemisjudged the extent to
which thepaper leak rowexer-
cised the minds of students,
whichwasnotlimitedtojustthe
NeeTaspirants.Someministers
saw it as an “inconsequential”
issue,claimingthatitrathergave
thestudents “more time topre-
pare”,littlerealisingthecost,un-
certaintyand“trauma”itmeant
forthemandtheirparents.

OtherBJPleaderssawGenZ
asa small, “westernised”group
of youngsters living inmetros,
awayfromparentsanddetached
fromtheir“sanskar”.Thecritical
online comments against the
BJPand thePMby someparty
functionaries' children in
Odisha or UP show that these
youths should not be taken
lightly.

The modest rallies of CJP
founderAbhijeetDipkeindiffer-
ent cities afterhearrived in the
country inearlyJune, andonly
a fewhundredpeople at Jantar
Mantar in the early days of
Wangchuk’s hunger strike,
might have lulled the govern-
mentintobelievingthattheCJP
didnot havemuchyouth sup-
port.

The ruling camp's biggest
miscalculationcouldbetheuse
offorcebythepolicetobringthe
protesters to heel,which often
turned out to be counter-pro-
ductive. Buoyed by the BJP's
heady success inWest Bengal
andtheeasewithwhichregional
Oppositionparties such as the
TrinamoolCongress(TMC)and
theShivSena(UBT)weresubse-
quently split—bringing two-
thirdsmajority in Parliament
within strikingdistance— the

government chose todealwith
the protesters with a heavy
hand.

If there is one thing thathas
taken the row to everymiddle-
class home in India, causing
widespread angst, it is the vis-
uals of the police lathi-charge
andteargasshellingonJuly20,
theopeningdayoftheMonsoon
Session. This was not like an
anti-CAAagitationthattheBJP
could ignore. Themiddle class
hasbeenthecoreofModi’ssup-

portbaseandhecanillaffordto
antagonisethem.

ThePMeventually decided
to letPradhangoinabidtoend
adeepeningcrisis.TheBJPbrass
didnotwantheatedsentiments
ofGenZ,whoaccountforabout
aquarterofthepopulation,toin-
fluencethenextyear'sAssembly
elections in several states, in-
cludingUP,Punjab,andGujarat.

DidtheOppositionmiss
achance?

While the protests were
spearheadedby students, they
have given a new heart to an
otherwisedemoralisedOpposi-
tion. Any growing discontent
againstthegovernmentislikely
tobenefit theCongress, the lar-
gestOppositionparty,morethan
the regional parties that have
weakened lately. Thevisuals of
RahulGandhibleedingfromthe
nosewhilebeingdraggedbythe
police fromhisdharnaoutside
thePM’sresidence,andofAkhi-
lesh Yadav being similarly
whiskedaway,mayhavecreated
a resonance in UP and other
states.

Suchmoments come rarely

inthelifeofacountryandunfor-
tunately, the debate that was
meant to flag off new ideas for
educationreformbyparliamen-
tarians becameaRahul versus
Modiaffairyetagain.

WhatwillCJPdo?
TheCJPmay retain its hold

overalargenumberofyouthifit
focusesontheirspecificissuesto
keepup thepressureonparties
and fashion anewnarrative to
catalyse a change. But those
seekingachangeinthe2029Lok
Sabha polls aremore likely to
look to the Rahul Gandhi-led
Congress.

It is too early to reach any
conclusions, though. TheBJP
has a record of undertaking
prompt course-correction and
has already brought an
amendedanti-paperleaksBillin
Parliament to ensure stricter
punishmentfortheguilty.Ithas
sacked 47 National Testing
Agency (NTA) officials and the
PMhasalsoannouncedahigh-
powered task forceonexamre-
formsledbyNandanNilekani.

Whetherthesemeasuresare
enoughwilldependonthegov-

ernment'sresolvetoimplement
them.Giventheexpandingpri-
vatisationofeducationaswellas
theRSS'shighstakes in thesec-
tor,thisisnotgoingtobeaneasy
task.Andyet, thismaybecome
Modi’smoment if his govern-
ment can gobeyond tokenism
andcometogripswiththeissue
of long-pending,much-needed
reforms in the education sys-
tem,which couldholdout real
hopeforGenZ.

If nothing else, theprotests
have shown that Gen Z is a
spirited, resilient cohort con-
cernedwiththeirissuesandhav-
inganabilitytoworkasacollec-
tive. They stood firm on their
demand for Pradhan’s ouster
and yet showed a flexibility to
come toanagreementwith the
government.

A crucial takeaway remains
thepointthatchangeispossible
through peaceful and demo-
craticmeans. That is no small
gainin2026.

(NeerjaChowdhury,Contributing
Editor, The Indian Express, has
coveredthelast11LokSabhaelections.
She is the author of How Prime Min-
istersDecide.)

NewDelhi:Petrol blendedwith
20%ethanol (e20) can reduce
fuel economy by 2 to 6% de-
pendingonthevehiclecategory
and vintage, Road Transport
andhighwaysMinister Nitin
Gadkari informed Parliament
onThursday.

The UnionMinister, how-
ever,arguedthattestsforengine
durability on a dynamometer
andon-road vehicle tests have
not shown any failures due to
e20.

Inawritten reply to theLok
Sabha, Gadkari said e20 fuel
providesbetteracceleration,im-
provedridequalityandapproxi-
mately 30% lower carbon
emissionscomparedtoe10fuel.

“The fuel efficiency of ve-
hiclesmaybereducedby2to6%
depending on the vehicle cat-
egoryandvintage.Thetests for
engine durability on a dyna-
mometer and vehicle tests on
road have not shown any fail-
ures due to e20,” theminister
said.PTI

DeeptimanTiwary
NewDelhi, July30

JD(U)MPSanjayKumarJhaon
Thursday alleged foreign in-
volvementintheJantarMantar
agitation, triggering protests
fromtheOppositionintheRajya
Sabha.

Participatinginadiscussion
ontheThePublicexamination
(Prevention of UnfairMeans)
AmendmentBill,2026,Jhasaid
while the Cockroach Janata
Party protestswere underway,
hehadseenaMalayalamtelevi-
sion channel reporting that
“some Dubai-based busi-
nessmen had secured travel
ticketsfor23peopleandhelped
them participate in the
protests”.

“What relation did these
peoplehavewithNeeT?Thede-
mand of students and their
sentimentsaregenuine.Butitis
amatter of investigation as to
whowere thepeoplewho infil-
trated theprotest andwere try-
ingtohijackit,”Jhasaid.

The remarks immediately
sparked protests from theOp-
position benches, led byMPs
fromKerala,whosoughttorebut
the allegation.TheChair, how-
ever, did not permit interven-
tionsasJhawasstillspeaking.

Later,CPI(M)MPAARahim
saidJhashouldauthenticatehis
statementaboutwatchingaMa-
layalamchannel, arguing that
his allegations were not sup-
portedbyfacts.TheChairsaidit
wouldexaminethematter.

CPI(M)memberJohnBrittas
argued that those who had
travelled fromDubaiwere In-
diancitizensandhadeveryright
toparticipateinprotests.

“They are citizens of India.
Figuratively, Dubai is the 15th
district of Kerala. They have
everyrighttocometoIndiaand
participateinaprotest.Awrong
messageshouldnotgofromthis
house,”Brittassaid.

Responding to the contro-
versy over Sanjeev Mukhiya,
whomtheCBIgaveacleanchit
in the 2024 NeeT paper leak
caselastyear,JhasaidMukhiya
remainedlodgedinBuxarjailin

connectionwithothercriminal
cases.“Therearesomanycases
against him that there is no
possibilityofhimgettingout,”he
said.

The issue ofMukhiya,who
was initially arrested byBihar
Police in the 2024NeeTpaper
leak case and later taken into
custody by the CBI, had been
raised earlier in the debate by
Leaderof theOpposition in the
RajyaSabhaMallikarjunKharge.

Jha appealed to the
members to riseabovepartisan
politicswhile discussing exam
paper leaks. “Whenaquestion
paper is leaked, it does not
merelyviolatethesecrecyofthe
exambutalsoerodesthetrustin
the system…So I request that
this issue not bemeasured on
theyardstickofpolitics.Thestu-
dents are not asking who be-
longstowhichparty.Sheisask-
ingifherhardworkissecureand
ifshewillgetjustice.Parliament
hastoanswerthisquestion,”he
said.Callingpaperleaksarecur-
ringnationalproblem,Jhasaid:
“Paperleakisnotanewissue.In
different times, under govern-
mentsofdifferentparties, such
issueshavecomeup.Thebiggest
cost of this is paidby students.
Thisisnotaquestionofthefail-
ureof apartyor government; it
is a national challenge. Its sol-
utionshouldbefoundwithana-
tionalperspective.”

TheinDianexPress
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WithCJPstir,GenZcaught theBJPoff guard.Can theOppositionmake it count?
ThE

Neerja
Chowdhury
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WeeKly INsIght INtoWhAt’schANgINg
INNAtIoNAlpolItIcs –ANdWhy

CJPsupporters celebrateDharmendraPradhan’s resignation, at
JantarMantar inNewDelhi lastweek. prAveeNKhANNA

MoSNityanandRai (above) and
DMKMPARaja (right) speak in
LokSabhaonThursday. ANI

AmidOppprotests,HouseclearsBill
criminalisinginsulttoVandeMataram
Centre calls it a ‘Bill of national pride’;
DMKsays it reflects ‘communal outlook’

Figuratively,Dubai15th
distofKerala, saysCPM
MPasJDU’sJhaclaims
foreignrole inCJPstir

PMmeetsPresident
PresidentDroupadiMurmu withPMNarendraModiatRashtrapatiBhavan,Thursday.Themeetingcomes
daysafter thePresidentreturnedfromatourofMoldova,NorthMacedoniaandRomania.x/@rAshtrApAtIbhvN

LizMathew
NewDelhi, July30

WIThTheOpposition inten-
sifying its protests against al-
legedpoliceexcessesagainststu-
dentprotesters and thealleged
theft of donations at the Ram
TempleinAyodhya,thegovern-
ment appears to be slowing
downon its legislative agenda
for themoment. The govern-
ment,insiderssaid,iswaitingfor
the Opposition to get back to
allowingParliamenttofunction
beforetakingupcrucialpiecesof
legislationnextweek.

The Centre on Thursday
managed to get thePrevention
of Insults toNationalhonour
(Amendment)Bill, 2026—also
knownas theVandeMataram
Bill—passedamidthedininthe
Lok Sabha. TheBill sawabrief
discussion involving only two
members: Union Minister of
State forhomeNityanandaRai
andDMKMPKanimozhi.While
Raidefendedthelegislationsay-
ing all six stanzas of the song
wereneededtoensure“ekBha-
rat,ShreshthaBharat(OneIndia,
BestIndia)”,Kanimozhitermed
it “ahindutvaagendamasque-
radingasnationalism”.

“Itisagainstfederalism.You
cannot imposenationalismby
bringing a law, the song goes
against the secularism of the
country. The founding fathers
had the wisdom to stop only

withtwostanzas,but todayyou
aretryingtopolarisethecountry
by...makingitacriminaloffence
ifwedonotsingall thesixstan-
zas,”shesaid.

The government deferred
theconsiderationandpassageof
theSupremeCourt (Numberof
Judges) Amendment Bill. Ac-
cording to sources, the Bill,
whichwas deferred on the re-
quest of theOpposition, is now
likelytobetakenupintheLower
houseonMonday.Itproposesto
increase the SC’s sanctioned
strengthfrom33to37judges.

“Many Opposition parties
did not want a detailed dis-
cussionon theVandeMataram
Bill as theoptics of vehemently
opposing it could have been
politically damaging, while
backingitwouldhavehurttheir

supportbase,”aBJPleadersaid.
ThePreventionof Insults to

Nationalhonour(Amendment)
Bill, passedby theRajya Sabha
onWednesday,makestheinten-
tionaldisruptionofthenational
songacriminaloffence,punish-
ablewithup to threeyears’ im-
prisonment.TheBillhasplaced
several parties, including the
CongressandtheSP,inadifficult
position,withMuslimorganisa-
tionsstronglyopposingit.

BJP sources said theTreas-
urybenchesare expected to in-
troduce the MSMe Develop-
mentAct, 2006 (Amendment)
Bill and the ForeignContribu-
tion (Regulation)Amendment
Billnextweek.“Wedonotwant
to rush theseBills.Wewant the
Opposition to discuss crucial
piecesof legislation suchas the
FCRABill.That iswhy
thegovernmentistak-
ing its time before
bringing it up,” a BJP
leadersaid.

The FCRA Bill
seeks to amend the
ForeignContribution (Regula-
tion)Act, 2010,which regulates
theacceptanceandutilisationof
foreign contributions and for-
eignhospitality to “ensure that
suchinflowsdonotadverselyaf-
fect national interest... or na-
tionalsecurity”.TheOpposition
andminority groups have al-
legedthattheproposedamend-
mentswouldadverselyaffectin-

stitutionsrunbyminoritycom-
munities, includingChristians.

Theproposedamendments
to theMSMeDevelopmentAct
seek to introducemandatory
digital invoicing, strengthen
safeguardsagainstdelayedpay-
ments andensure faster settle-
ment of disputes. The changes
areaimedatimprovingliquidity
andreducingthelongpayment
delays that often leave small
businesses short of working
capital.

Governmentsourcesalsoin-
dicated that repeated adjourn-
ments and the loss ofworking
hours could delay the govern-
ment'splanstotakeupthe131st
ConstitutionAmendmentBill,
which seeks to increase the
number of seats in the Lok
Sabha. TheBill is linked to the

implementation of the
Women'sReservation law
and theDelimitationBill
during the ongoingMon-
soonSession,scheduledto
concludeonAugust13.

Twoother key legisla-
tions—the 130thConstitution
AmendmentBill and theViksit
BharatShikshaAdhishthanBill,
2025—havealsobeendelayed.

Senior BJP leader and Lok
SabhaChiefWhip Sanjay Jais-
walsaidthegovernmentwould
be compelled to pass the Bills
amid the pandemonium if
the Opposition continued its
protests.

During thedebateonVande
MataramBill onThursday,DMK
MPKanimozhi said it is against
federalism, and thesonggoes
‘against secularism’. ANI

EXPRESSspecial

Whygovt isholdingbackkeyBills
asParliament logjamcontinues

MangoParty
forall
AMIDTHEstand-off
betweentheTreasury
BenchesandtheOpposition
inParliament,aget-together
hostedbyCongressleader
ShashiTharoorathisofficial
residenceintheCapitalsaw
auniquemixofguestson
Wednesday.Althoughrain
andtheruckusintheLok
Sabhaplayedaspoiler,Tha-
roor’s ‘Mango&ChaatParty’
sawadecentattendanceof
MPsfromaround15parties,
diplomatsfrom35
embassiesandacross-sec-
tionofgovernmentofficials
andmediapersons.The
guestswereseenengagingin
politicalandnon-political
discussionswhilerelishinga
spreadofmangoes.TheBJP
wasrepresentedbysenior
MPsRajivPratapRudyand
ShashankManiTripathi.
ManyCongressMPscould
notreachintimebecauseof
thedevelopmentsintheLok
SabhaafterLeaderof
OppositionRahulGandhi
tookonthegovernmentover
therecentpolicecrackdown
onprotestersatJantarMan-
tar.UnionMinisterJitendra
SinghandBJPMPTejasvi
Surya,whowereinthe
House,conveyedtheirgood
wisheswhileregrettingtheir
inabilitytoattendtheget-to-
gether,saidsources.

Delhi
ConfiDential

E.

(Top) JD(U)MPSanjayKumar
JhaandCPI (M)MPJohnBrittas
inRajyaSabhaonThursday. ANI

GovtonUN
Rapporteurs’
SIRconcern:Due
process followed
New Delhi: Almost three
months after threeUnitedNa-
tionsSpecialRapporteurswrote
tothegovernment,raisingcon-
cernoverlarge-scaledeletionof
electorsandallegeddiscrimina-
tionthroughtheSIR,theUnion
governmentacknowledgedthe
communication onThursday,
informingtheRajyaSabhathat
theexercisewas“carriedoutby
followingthedueprocessoflaw
withoutprejudice toanygroup
orcommunity”.ENS

E20petrol can
reduce fuel
economyby
2-6%:Gadkari

Kolkata
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MaharashtratowithdrawFIRs
throughregularlegalprocess
MohamedThaver
& SadafModak
Mumbai, July30

THeMaHarasHTragovern-
menthas decided towithdraw
Firsregisteredagainstindivid-
uals who protested in support
of the Cockroach Janata Party
(CJP) over neeT paper leak
through the state’s existing
mechanism for withdrawing
casesarisingoutofpoliticaland
socialprotests.

it has directed officials to
complete the exercise in a
“prompt and time bound
manner” instead of the six
months to one year it usually
takes for suchwithdrawals.

Thecases,however,willnot
be closed immediately. in-
stead, theywill follow the pre-
scribedlegalrouteinwhichthe
policewill complete the inves-
tigation, file chargesheets and
thereafter theprosecutionwill
seekpermissionfromthecourt
towithdrawthecasesafter the
proposal clears two govern-
mentcommittees.

“The cases will be with-
drawnaspertheprocedurelaid
down in thegovernment res-

olution (gr) governing with-
drawalofcasesrelatedtopoliti-
cal and social protests. nor-
mally, the process takes a long
time,butinthesecasesitwillbe
carried out in a prompt and
time boundmanner,” a senior

governmentofficial said.
askedwhether the govern-

ment had fixed a deadline, the
officialsaidnospecifictimeline
had been set. “We cannot rush
through the procedure... every
legalrequirementhastobemet.

But it will be completed as ex-
peditiouslyaspossible,” theof-
ficial said. another source said
thegovernmentwasconscious
that any decision towithdraw
the cases could later be chal-
lenged in court and, therefore,
every procedural requirement
hadtobefollowed.

seniorofficialssaidthegov-
ernmenthadalsoexaminedthe
option of filing closure reports
in theFirs, but found it legally
impractical.Closurereportsare
ordinarily filedwhen anFir is
found to have been registered
due to amistake of fact, when
evidenceisinsufficientorwhen
the offence remains unde-
tected. “We assessed the avail-
ableoptionsanddecidedonthe
most practical legal course for
withdrawing the cases. The
DgPwas asked to take a deci-
sionaccordingly,”aseniorgov-
ernment leadersaid.

With the procedure now
clarified,policeareexpectedto
begin probes and file charge-
sheets in nearly 20 Firs regis-
teredinMumbai,besidesafew
othersacross thestate.

FullrEPorToN
www.INDIANExPrESS.coM

CJP founder accusesBJPof issuing
threats, rulingpartydenies charge
Pune: alleging threats from
BJP, CJP founder abhijeet
DipkeonThursdaysaidhewas
pressured to either join the
partyor riskbeingshotdead.

“ihavereceivedmanyoffers
fromthem(BJP).Butiwon’tjoin
BJP. if i wanted to join BJP, i
wouldhavedone it earlier,” he
said onWednesday. “i also re-
ceived threats that itwould be
better if i joinBJP. They asked
mecallofftheprotest,otherwise,
‘wewill beat youup and shoot
you’.Thisistheverylanguageof
loveofthesanghandtheBJP.”

Dipke said his family was
alsothreatened.“Theysaid‘we
willdealwithyourmotherand
father.Wewill visit yourhome
and take care of this’... i asked

them‘Youarethreateninga30-
year-old youth?... You should
beashamedofyourself.imean,
whatareyoudoing?”He,how-
ever,didnotnameastowhois-
suedthe threats.

reactingtothis,BJPspokes-
personKeshavupadhyesaid,“it
is completely false that hewas
threatened to joinBJP.Hecon-
ducted aprotest,whichhedid
fromhisperspective...Thisdoes-
n’tmeananyonegetstherightto
blurtoutwhatevertheywant...”

BJPministerChandrashek-
harBawankulesaid,“ifanyBJP
karyakarta threatenedDipke,
we’lltakeactionagainsthim.He
shouldeitherrevealhisnameor
not indulgeindefamingBJP.”

MAnoJMoRE

Modi reviews safety
of seafarers, supply
chain constraints in
extendedCCSmeet

ManishSahu
Lucknow,July30

lasTWeeK,theuttarPradesh
Police lodged a fresh criminal
case against afsha ansari, the
wife of mafia lord-turned-
politicianMukhtar ansari. He
died in Banda jail in March
2024; she has been “abscond-
ing”since then.

inthat,afshahascompany.
Thewives of two other known
mafiadonsof thestatearealso
wanted by theuP Police since
the death of their husbands,
andhaveeludedtheauthorities
for even longer. atiq ahmed
and younger brother ashraf
were gunned down in april
2023 while in police custody
andonliveTV.apartfromtheir
wives shaista Parveen and
Zainab Fatima, respectively,
policehavebeenlookingforthe
brothers’ elder sister ayesha
noori since then.

allfourwomen,whoarebe-
tweentheagesof50and60,re-
mainmissingdespitepolicean-
nouncing cash rewards for
information on their where-
abouts, including rs 50,000
eachforshaistaandafsha,and
rs 25,000 each in the case of
Zainabandayesha.allfourare
accusedessentiallyofplayinga
“conspiratorial” role in the of-
fences carried out by the late
mafiadons.Police say theyare
making every effort to track
down the women, including
pressuring themtosurrender.

The latest case in which

afshawasbookedrelatestoare-
volverobtainedunderanarms
licenceissuedinhername.she
facesfiveothercases,including
one under the uP gangsters
andanti-socialactivities (Pre-
vention) act, ghazipur super-
intendent of Police iraj raja
said,addingherpropertieshave
beenattachedundertheact.

shaista, Zainab andnoori
arewanted for alleged roles in
amurder conspiracy. shaista
and Zainab were based in
Prayagrajwhentheywentmiss-
ingwhile ayeshawas living in
Meerut. afsha is a native of
ghazipurdistrict.

The ghazipur sP said:
“afsha remains awanted fugi-
tive and police teams are con-
ductingraids to traceher.”

sources in the uP Police
saidthataftertheyreceivedin-
telligence suggesting afsha
could attempt to flee the
country,theyapproachedCen-
tralagencies,includingtheCBi
andimmigrationDepartment,
for lookoutnoticesagainsther.

Thelatestcaseagainstafsha

was filedafter apoliceverifica-
tiondriveonfirearmsissuedto
ansari,hisfamilymembersand
close associates, based onpur-
chase and sale records. The in-
quiry found thatafshaheldan
arms licence in her name,
against which a revolver was
purchased and later sold and
another firearmacquired.

However,therecordsdocu-
mentingthepurchaseandsale
oftherevolverwerefoundtobe
missing from the archives of
the ghazipur District Magis-
trate’s office, with police sus-
pecting the records were re-
moved in collusion with the
staff. Police said they have not
been able to trace the revolver
either, and believe papers re-
garding it were deliberately
concealedtofacilitateitsuseby
membersof theansarigang.

apart fromafsha, the Fir
names Brij narayan ram and
Bhishm singh Yadav, who
worked as record assistants
with theDMoffice. ram is de-
ceased.Provisionsof thearms
act have also been invoked

against theaccused.
atiq ahmed’s wife, sister

andsister-in-lawarewanted in
connectionwith the February
2023killingofa lawyer,umesh
Pal, andhis twopolice security
personnel,sandeepnishadand
raghvendrasingh,inPrayagraj.
The attack had taken place in
broad daylight outside Pal’s
home, with gunmen opening
fireandhurlingcrudebombs.

The Prayagraj Police have
alsoregisteredcasesagainstthe
three for failing to appear de-
spite being declared pro-
claimedoffenders.

ayesha’s husband akhlaq
ahmed, a doctor who used to
work at a CommunityHealth
CentreinMeerut,isunderarrest
in the same case, chargedwith
giving shelter to one of the ac-
cusedintheumeshPalmurder,
gudduMuslim.gudduremains
missingtoo.atiq's twosons,ali
ahmedandMohammadumar,
arealsoinprison.

incidentally, guddu along
with sabir, another accused in
umesh Pal’s murder, figures
amongtheuPPolice’s listof30
most wanted. Both carry a re-
wardofrs 5 lakheachon their
heads.Thefourwomenarenot
on the list, with Deepti Bahal
theonlywomanfeaturingonit.

a former college principal,
Bahalhasbeenontherunsince
2019andisaccusedoffraudal-
legedlyamounting tors4,500
croreinabiketaxiventure.she
is named in 118 cases lodged
across thecountry.

AtiqAhmed’swifeShaistaParveen;MukhtarAnsari’swifeAfsha (R)

EXPRESSspecial

Longafter theseUPmafiadonswere
killed, theirwives remainabsconding

ENS&PTI
NewDelhi, July30

PriMeMinisTernarendra
Modi on Thursday discussed
withagroupofseniorministers
the prevailing geo-political
situation in West asia and
measurestokeepsupplychains
uninterrupteddespiteconflicts
surrounding the strait of Hor-
muz, the Black sea, the red
sea,andthegulfofaden.

TheextendedCabinetCom-
mittee onsecurity (CCs)meet-
ing in Parliament House,
chairedbythePM,wasattended
by permanentmembers, De-
fenceMinister rajnath singh,
HomeMinisteramit shah,ex-
ternal affairs Minister s Jai-
shankar, andFinanceMinister
nirmalasitharaman, aswell as
special invitees,Chemicalsand
FertilisersMinister J Pnadda,
Commerce Minister Piyush
goyal,shippingMinistersarba-
nandasonowal andPetroleum
MinisterHardeepPuri, official
sourcessaid.

“PrimeMinister narendra
Modi today chaired ameeting
of the Cabinet Committee on
securitytoreviewthesituation
in the context of the ongoing
West asia conflict and
measures taken by various
Ministries and Departments.
This was the 4th special CCs
meeting on the issue,” a state-
ment issuedbythePMOsaid.

CabinetsecretaryTVsoma-
nathan briefed the CCs about
the present geo-political situ-
ationandspokeabouttheiniti-
ativestakentoensureadequate
supply of petroleumproducts,
including lng/lPg and ferti-
lisers, it said. TheCabinet sec-
retarytoldtheCCsthatsources

forprocurementoflPghaveal-
ready beendiversified and the
overall stock and supply posi-
tionsofmajorpetroleumprod-
uctsremainadequate.

availability of adequate
crude oil has enabled Central
Publicsectorenterprise(CPse)
refineries to operate at utilisa-
tion levels exceeding 100 per
cent, ensuring continued pro-
duction of petrol, diesel and
otherpetroleumproducts.

initiatives have also been
taken toexpandPipednatural
gas (Png) connections,which
have resulted in a substantial
increase in subscriptions. The
government is also facilitating
industrial substitution of lPg
through expansion of the na-
tionalgasgrid, augmentation
oflngimport andre-gasifica-
tion infrastructure, expansion
of City gas Distribution net-
works, and time-bound pipe-
lineand last-mile connectivity
approvals under the Pipeline
infrastructureOrder, 2026.

“During the meeting,
requirements for the fertilisers
for the ensuing rabi season
were assessed, and alternative
sources of fertilisers were also
discussed.ThePMsaid thatall
measuresbetakenforensuring
uninterrupted supply of ferti-
lisers,” thestatementsaid.

Theministersgavepresenta-
tionson their respectiveminis-
triesandstepstakenbythemto
ensureuninterruptedimportof
all goods, includingpetroleum,
natural gas and fertilisers, they
said. The PM is learnt to have
given certain directions to the
ministerstoensurethesafetyof
indians,india’seconomicinter-
ests and findways to clear the
supplychainhindrances.

DheerajMishra
NewDelhi, July30

FrOM augusT 1 and com-
muters will no longer have to
stopatanytollplazatopayuser
fees while travelling through
thegurgaon-Jaipurcorridorof
nationalHighway48(nH-48).

The corridor is set to be-
comeacompletelybarrier-less
system starting saturday. Offi-
cials said theMulti lane Free
Flow (MlFF) tolling systemon
shahjahanpur toll plaza inra-
jasthanislikelytogoliveonau-
gust 1. TheMlFF is active on
Daulatpura andManoharpura
toll plazas of nH-48. shahja-
hanpurwas the last toll gate in
the gurgaon-Jaipur corridor
without thesysteminplace.

The270-kmsectiononnH-
48isoneofthebusiestamongall
nationalhighways.nH-48runs
fromDelhitoChennai,covering
adistanceof2,807kmsandtra-
versing seven states. Officials
saidonceMlFFisimplemented
on Kukrola (shifted Khedki
daula)tollgate,theDelhi-Jaipur
corridoronnH-48will become
barrier-less.MlFFisliveonfive
fee plazas: Choryasi (nH-48 in
gujarat); Mundka (uer-ii in

Delhi); gharaunda (nH-44 in
Haryana);Manoharpura (nH-
48 in rajasthan); andDaulat-
pura(nH-48inrajasthan).

apartfromthis,indianHigh-
waysManagement Company
ltd (iHMCl)—nHai’s tolling
implementationagency—has
awarded theMlFFcontract for
12morefeeplazas.TheseareBo-
raichonnH-48 ingujarat;ne-
mili/ sri Perumbadur andChe-
nasamudram on nH-48 and
Paranur on nH-45 in Tamil
nadu;Kasepalli, amakathadu
andMaruronnH-44inandhra
Pradesh; Chalakwadi andHi-
wargaonPavsaonnH-50inMa-

harashtra;MadanpuronnH-31
inassam;andBadarpur-Farida-
bad on nH-19 in Haryana.
Further, bidshavebeen invited
foranadditional104feeplazas.

asperthe2025-26economic
survey,MlFFisprojectedtobe
implemented across all four-
lane and above nHs and ex-
pressways byMarch 2029. in
MlFF, the high-performance
radioFrequencyidentification
readersandautomaticnumber
Platerecognitioncamerasread
the FasTag andVehicle regis-
trationnumber to deduct toll
amount, negating the need for
vehiclestostopatthetollgates.

Gurgaon-Jaipur corridor onNH48
togobarrier-less fromtomorrow

The270-kmsectiononnH-48 isoneof thebusiest amongall
national highways. express

AnjaliMarar
Bengaluru, July30

aJaPanesespacedelegation
on Wednesday held dis-
cussions with their counter-
partsat indianspaceresearch
Organisation (isrO) to take
stock of the progress being
made on Chandrayaan-5— a
joint mission to the Moon
scheduled for2028.

scientists from Japan’s
aerospaceexplorationagency
(JaXa) visited theurrao sat-
ellite Centre in Bengaluru on
Wednesday. The two countries
have been working on Chan-
drayaan-5alsoknownaslunar
Polar exploration Mission
(luPeX),afirst-of-its-kindjoint
rovermission to theMoon.For
thisproject,isrOisbuildingthe
landermodule, while JaXa is
developing the rover, the one
which will come out of the
lander module after landing
andmove around on the sur-
faceoftheMoon,surveyingthe
topographyandcollectingdata.

Themissionwilltakeoffona
Japanese rocket, H3, and is
plannedtocarrysevenscientific
instrumentsforcarryingoutdif-
ferentkindsofexperiments.The

nationalaeronauticsandspace
administration (nasa) of the
us and the european space
agency(esa)arealsoparticipat-
ing in thismission, andwill be
mountingtheirpayloadsonthe
rover.Theesaisdevelopingthe

massspectrometerandnasais
developing the neutron spec-
trometers. Chandrayaan-5 is
plannedtostayontheMoonfor
100daysi.e.3andfivemonths.

During their Wednesday
meeting,scientistsofisrOand
JaXadiscussed the technical
co-ordination required for
inter spacecraft Communica-
tion of Chandrayaan-5. This
mission aims to study water
andwater-icebothonthelunar
surfaceandthesubsurface.

Thetwoagenciestookstock
oftheonboardpayloadsandon
the possible launch window,
which is likely to be in 2028.
last week, JaXa successfully
performedthesecondPayload
Operations simulationatTsu-
kuba space Center. The com-
plex operational scenario, in-
volving both spacecraft bus
and payload operations, were
tested inparallel.

Chandrayaan-5 was ap-
proved by the government in
March 2025 in thebackdropof
india’s landing on the lunar
south pole with the Chan-
drayaan-3mission in august
2023. isrO’s immediate next
missiontothemoonwillbethe
Chandrayaan-4mission.

Bengaluru:Theassembly,inte-
grationandtestingof theCrew
andserviceModulesofthega-
ganyaan-1 human spaceflight
mission are nearing comple-
tion, science and Technology
MinisterJitendrasinghsaidin
awrittenreplyinloksabhaon
Wednesday. He detailed the
mission’s status, and com-
pleted tasks in his reply to Jai-
purMPraorajendrasingh.

gaganyaan-1 uncrewed
missionwas originally sched-
uled for launch in late 2025. it
was later pushed to the first
quarterof2026.singhhad,dur-
ingtheWintersessionofHouse,
2025, said that the g-1 launch
would takeplace beforeMarch
2026.But, isrO isyet to release
therevisedlaunchdate.EnS

Gaganyaan-1
inprogress

DivyaA
NewDelhi, July30

in THe wake of a merchant
vessel carrying 13 indian sea-
farers being stuck near
ukraine’s Black sea coast, and
with continuous attacks on
cargoshipsinBlacksea,killing
several indians, external af-
fairsMinistersJaishankarheld
aconversationwithhisukrain-
ian counterpart andrii sybiha
andtookstockof thesituation.

Overthepasttwoweeks,sev-
eral indian seafarers have lost
theirlivesoraremissingafterthe
ships cameunder attack from
boththerussianandukrainian
sides in Black sea. Jaishankar
conveyedtosybihanewDelhi’s
condemnation of such attacks
byanysideinvolvedinthecon-
flict,callingthemunacceptable.

“gladtoconnectagainwith
FMandrii sybiha of ukraine,
afterourrespectivetravels,”the
minister said, adding, “Dis-

cussed attacks on commercial
shipping and indian seafarers
in the Black sea. such attacks
byanypartyareabsolutelyun-
acceptable and india con-
demnsthemunequivocally.”

Kyiv Thursday said they
have pitched for india to play
an “active role” in ending its
conflictwithrussia. inasocial
mediapost, theukrainianFor-
eign Minister said he had a
“good” conversationwith Jai-
shankarandthathebriefedhis
indiancounterpartaboutPresi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s
recentvisit toWashingtonDC.

Attackson Indian seafarers in
BlackSeaunacceptable:
Jaishankar toUkraine’s Sybiha

EAMSJaishankar

2018floodrehabilitation
project:KeralaVigilance
dropsprobeagainstCM
ShajuPhilip
Thiruvananthapuram,
July30

THe Kerala Vigilance and
anti-CorruptionBureau(VaCB)
has dropped its probe against
ChiefMinisterVDsatheesanin
connectionwith the allegation
that he had collected money
fromabroad in violation of the
ForeignContribution (regula-
tion)act(FCra)fora2018flood
rehabilitationproject.

Home Minister ramesh
Chennithala said VaCB has
woundupitsprobeasthereisno
proof against satheesan. “The
VaCBhas takenthedecision to
close thecase that theprevious
lDFgovernmenthadregistered
againsthim.Theallegationwas
that hehad travelled to theuK
andraisedfunds for theproject
(called Punarjani, which was
conceivedtorehabilitate flood-
affected people in satheesan’s
constituency,Paravur),”hesaid.

“The probe has found that
fundswerehandledbytheMan-
appatFoundation(thecorporate
social responsibilitywingofthe

Dubai-basedManappatgroup)
and their FCraaccount. Probe
revealed that satheesanplayed
noroleinit.Hence,thecasereg-
isteredagainstsatheesan,under
section 7 (a) of the PCa, was
dropped,”Chennithalasaid.

HesaidthepreviousCPi(M)
government’sdecisiontohand
over the case to the CBi was
politically motivated. “after
that, the VaCB director had
examined the files and recom-
mendedthatthemattershould
not be taken ahead. This clean
chittosatheesanisnotbecause
of the change in the govern-
ment,”theHomeMinistersaid.
The VaCB probe started in
2023,whilesatheesanwasserv-
ingastheloPintheassembly.

KeralaCMVDSatheesan

Minister inRS:Potential
conflict of interest in
RDIFunddisbursement
ExpressNewsService
NewDelhi, July30

THeCOMMiTTeeresponsible
for selecting companies for re-
ceivingmoneyfromthenewly-
createdresearch,Development
and innovation (rDi) fundhad
picked at least 15 companies in
whichmembersofthecommit-
tee themselves had a personal
stake,accordingtoinformation
providedbythegovernment in
ParliamentonThursday.

in a written answer in the
rajyasabha,scienceandTech-
nologyMinister Jitendrasingh
providedalistofsevenmembers
of the committeewhohadper-
sonal stakes in these 15 com-
panies that have been among
those chosen for receiving
moneyfromtherDiFund.The
rDiFundisars1lakhcrorecor-
pus created by theCentre last
yeartopromoteresearchandde-
velopmentactivitiesandinnova-
tionintheprivatesector,particu-
larly inhigh-priority areas like
deep-tech.Thefundismeantto
provide long-term low-cost fi-
nancingtotheprivatesector.The
fundsare channelised through
whatareknownassecond-level
fundmanagers(slFMs).

These are a few selected or-
ganisations which have been
empoweredtoinvest inprivate
sectorcompaniesintheformof
equity, debt or both, using
moneyfromtherDiFund.Cur-
rentslFMsincludeTechnology
DevelopmentBoardunder the
Department of science and
Technology,andBiotechnology
industry researchassistance

CouncilundertheDepartment
of Biotechnology. every slFM
is supposed to have an invest-
ment committee for assessing
andvetting investment propo-
sals from the private sector
companies seeking funding
fromtherDiFund.

in response toaquestionby
rajya sabhamember Praveen
Chakravarthy,singhgavenames
ofsevenmembersoftheinvest-
ment Committee of the Tech-
nologyDevelopmentBoardwho
hadmadeinvestmentsinatleast
15entitiesselectedforreceiving
money from the rDi Fund.
singh said that the TDBhad a
conflict-of-interest policy for
members of the investment
committee, but didnot specify
whatthispolicywas,orwhether
theselectionofthesecompanies
constitutedaviolationofthepol-
icy.Theimplementationguide-
linesfortherDischemesaythat
the investmentpanel “must be
constitutedinawaythatavoids
potentialconflictsofinterest”.

itaddedthattheslFMmust
take care to ensure that there
wasnoconflictofinterestinthe
choiceof specificprojects for fi-
nancing,“giventhelikelihoodof
domainexpertsonitsiC(invest-
ment committee) being inves-
tors in ideasandcompanies”. it
is also not clear if any of the
members of the investment
panelnamedinsingh’sresponse
in therajyasabhaparticipated
in thedecision-makingprocess
that led to the selection of the
company inwhich theyhad in-
vestments, or they recused
themselvesinanymanner.

ShajuPhilip
Thiruvananthapuram,
July30

Kerala’s rulingCongress-
led united Democratic Front
(uDF)Thursdaydecidedtoim-
plement the union govern-
ment'sPradhanMantrischools
for rising india (PM sHri)
schemeinstate-runschools—
asignificantu-turn for a coali-
tion thathadoncestrenuously
opposed it.

after a uDF meeting on
Thursday, alliance convener
and Congress MP adoor Pra-
kash said the coalitionhadde-
cided to implement theBhara-
tiya Janata Party-led Centre’s
PM sHri in Kerala schools.
“ThepreviouslDFgovernment
had signed an Mou with the
Centre.Hence,thepresentgov-
ernmentcannotwithdrawfrom
it. The uDF government will
take forward the project to get
thefund,whichisnotamagna-
nimity of the Centre. a uDF
sub-committeewillfinalisethe
schoolswheretheprojecthasto
be implemented,”hesaid.

it is a significant departure
fromtheuDF’spreviousstance.

asOpposition, it hadcriticised
the scheme, accusing the pre-
viouslDFgovernmentof facili-
tating thesanghParivar's “saf-
fronisation” of education by
signingtheMouwiththeCentre.

ally iuMl’s, one of the
scheme’s most vocal critics,
stance is also softened, which
nowholds the education port-
folio. intherun-uptothepolls,
the iuMlhadwarned that the
schemewouldbe“abandoned”
if it was voted to power. They
justified this by arguing that
Keralaneeds the central funds
while safeguarding the rights
in the fieldofeducation.

The shift comesat a timeof
financialconstraintsandrising
education arrears in Kerala,
whichstandatrs1,466crore.it
has prompted the lDF and
uDF governments to change
theirpreviouspositions.

inKerala,33KendriyaVidya-
layas and 14navodayaVidya-
layas are part of the scheme.
underPMsHri, states have to
bear40%oftheprojectexpendi-
ture.sofar,13,095schools,from
primary to higher-secondary
level,across776districtshavebe-
comepartofthescheme.

KeralaUDFreverses
standonPMSHRI, cites
need forCentral funds

Kolkata
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SantoshSingh
Patna,July30

aGoVeRNMeNTservantwho
cast her vote at a thinly at-
tended polling booth in Patna
onFriday for theBankipur by-
poll refused to reveal her pref-
erencebutobservedwithatone
ofresignation:“Sabkeaankhon
par BJP ki patti padhi hai
(everyone is wearing BJP
blindfolds).”

Yet, just a few kilometres
away,avoterwasheardrepeat-
ing“jaiJanSuraaj, jaiPrashant”
asheenteredaboothinalocal-
ity with a substantial Muslim
population.

as voters trickled into pol-
ling booths on voting day for
the Bankipur bypoll in Bihar,
withturnoutat34.2%asof8.30
pm,allthreekeycontenders—
theBJP’sNeerajKumarSinha,
Rashtriya Janata dal (RJd)’s
Rekha Gupta, and Jan Suraaj
Party’s(JSP)PrashantKishor—
moved continuously between
pollingstations.

among them, Kishor ap-
peared themost active in the
high-profile constituency va-
catedbyBJPnationalpresident
NitinNabinfollowinghiselev-
ationto theRajyaSabha.

Following a heated argu-
ment onWednesday evening

with Jakkanpur police station
in-chargeRiturajKumarSingh
overtheundisclosedlocationof
two detained JSPworkers, Ki-
shor successfully pressed pol-
ling officials to rectify amal-
functioning electronic voting
machine(eVM)atdaldali,near
dariyapur Gola, on Thursday
morning.

Reacting to the clashes, Ki-
shortoldtheJakkanpurpolice,
“either tell us the location of
ourtwodetainedworkersorbe
readyto loseyour job.”

TheJakkanpurShosubse-
quently accused Kishor of
“threateningapoliceofficerin-

sideapolicestation”.
Tensions also flared be-

tween supporters of the JSP
andBJPinseveralpockets.JSP
and BJP workers— the latter
led by abhishek Bunty, who
was forced tooptoutof theby-
poll and replaced by Sinha—
clashed inSKNagar.

in another incident near a
polling booth in anandpuri,
formerMlaandJSPleaderKi-
shore Kumar Munna was
shovedbyBJPworkers follow-
ingaheatedexchange.

TheBJPhaswon theBank-
ipur seat in consecutive elec-
tionssince1995.

SujitBisoyi
Bhubaneswar,July30

oVeRSeVeNlakhpeoplehave
beenaffectedasfloodstriggered
byheavyrainfallwreakhavocin
severalnorthodishadistricts.

officials said the situation
continues to be grim in Bha-
drak,BalasoreandJajpur,with
theadministrationonitstoesto
manage the crisis. authorities
saidnearly two lakhpeopleare
beingevacuated.

RevenueanddisasterMan-
agementMinisterSureshPujari
said that althoughwater levels
are receding in several north
odishadistricts,mostriversare
still flowing above the danger
mark. The state government
has said the situation is under
control. But with the floods
causingwidespreaddamage, it
isalsopreparingtopaywhatPu-
jaridescribedas"adequatecom-
pensation"tothoseaffected.

Meanwhile,with theMaha-
nadi still in spate, theprospect
ofamedium-rangefloodlooms
overdistricts suchasPuri,Cut-
tack, Jagatsinghpur, Kendra-

pada,KhurdaandNayagarhas
authorities prepare to release
nearly 9 lakh cusecs of flood-
wateratMundali inCuttack.

"Protecting every life in the
floodsituationisourutmostpri-
ority. Fromrescue to relief, the
administration,odishaFireSer-
vices, andall partner organiza-
tionsareengagedincontinuous
servicethroughcoordinatedef-
forts.ourgovernment is firmly
committed to providing swift
assistance to every affected
family and restoringnormalcy
to everyday life," CMMohan
CharanMajhiwroteonX.

Thestategovernmentsaidit
hasbeenconstantlymonitoring
thesituation.

"The administration is on
highalertandtheleaveofallof-
ficials in the flood-affecteddis-
tricts has been cancelled," said
Pujari. officials said adequate
numbers of National disaster
Response Force, odisha dis-
aster Rapid action Force and
Fire Services teams had been
deployed in low-lying areas to
assist with rescue and relief
operations.

Press Trust of India
NewDelhi, July 30

iNSuRaNCeCoMPaNieSare
not liabletopaycompensation
for accidents if the driver's
licencewasnotvalidornot re-
newed at the time of the inci-
dent, the Supreme Court on
Thursday said and urged the
Centre to undertake aware-
ness campaigns to emphasize
the importance of valid
driving licenses and stream-
line the process of issuance
and renewal.

“The Ministry of Road,
Transport and highways,
Government of india, as also
therespectivecounterpartsof
thestatesshould,wemaysug-
gest, undertake campaigns
through all mediums such as
awarenessdrives,socialmedia,
etc to drive home this impor-
tance; introducemeasures to
ensure strict compliance; and
also streamline the process of
issuance/renewalof licences.”

“other issues suchas regu-
lation of driving schools, the
affordability thereof, and ac-
cessibility in termsof regional
languages, when it comes to
applicationsandtests,etcalso
need urgent attention,” ob-
servedabenchofJusticesSan-
jay Karol and N Kotiswar
Singh.

The bench said that an in-
surancecompanycouldnotbe
saddledwiththe liability if the
offending vehicle was driven
without a valid driving
licence.

Thetopcourtmadetheob-
servationwhilesettingasidea
PunjabandharyanahCorder
that had fastened liability on
the insurer.

The matter arose from a
2009accidentwhereavehicle
driven by om Parkash hit a
two-wheeler. TheMotoracci-
dents Claim Tribunal orig-
inally held that the insurer,
Reliance General insurance
Coltd,wasnot liablebecause
the driver's licence had ex-
pired. however, the hC re-
versed this, accepting a letter
fromalicensingofficialwhich
claimed that licence records
for the period between 2007
and 2010were “lost” “due to a
technical error during a data
transfer between iT com-
panies.

ThehCorderedtheinsurer
topayarevisedcompensation
of over Rs 1.08 crore. The SC
scrutinised the evidence and
foundthehC’srelianceonthe
"missing data" theory to be
flawed. While the court ab-
solvedtheinsurancecompany
of final liability, it protected
the claimants.

DivyaA
NewDelhi, July30

iNThewakeofformerBangla-
desh Prime Minister Sheikh
hasina’s recent remarks that
shemightreturntoBangladesh
bytheendofthisyear, thegov-
ernmenthas told aParliamen-
tary panel that the former
Bangladesh PM is not per-
mitted to conduct political ac-
tivities fromindia.

on Thursday, Bangladesh
lawMinisterMasaduzzaman
saidthathasinaislikelytobear-
rested instantly on her return
fromindia.

Meanwhile, theMinistry of
externalaffairs told thepanel,
“Theextraditionrequest(sentby
dhaka for hasina) is being
examined by the competent
authorities of theGovernment
of india inaccordancewithap-
plicable law and established
procedures.”

TheCommittee-ledbyCon-
gress MP Shashi Tharoor —
notedthathasina’sstayandin-
dia’s approach in this regard is
guidedby“itscivilisationalethos
andhumanitarian tradition of
offering refuge to individuals
facing circumstances of grave
distressorexistentialthreat”.

Thepanel noted thatwhile
extending suchhumanitarian
consideration,indiahasstrictly
adheredtotheprinciplethatno
political activity is directed
against anyother country from
ourterritory.

initslatestreportonthe‘Fu-
ture of india-BangladeshRela-
tionship’,theCommitteerecom-
mended that “the government
should continue to uphold its
principled and humanitarian
approach…whileensuringthat
such situations are managed
withduesensitivity”.

Theparliamentarycommit-
teealsosoughtanearlynormal-
isation of visa processing for
Bangladeshinationals,express-
ing concern that reduced visa
processingvolumesforBangla-
deshnationalsharmpublicper-
ceptionandbilateral ties. india
resumedtouristvisaservicesfor
Bangladeshinationals onJune
28,2026,endingatwo-yearsus-
pensionthatbeganinJuly2024
followingpoliticalunrestandse-
curityconcerns.

WiththeGangaWaterTreaty
of1996betweenindiaandBang-
ladeshsettoexpirethisyear,the
panelhasurgedthegovernment
to initiate discussions with
dhaka"withoutfurtherdelay".

Notingthatthetreatyissetto
expirein2026andthatbilateral
discussions on its renewal had
not yet commenced, the com-
mitteehas recommendedearly
initiation of renewal dis-
cussions, guided by updated
hydrological data and climate
changeprojections,andincon-
sultationwith the state govern-
mentsofWestBengalandBihar,
thereportsaid.

The committee also recom-
mended that theMea should
continuetoprioritisetheprotec-
tionofminoritiesinBangladesh
as a core element of its diplo-
maticengagement.AnanthakrishnanG

NewDelhi,July30

TheSuPReMeCourtonThurs-
day questionedhow theBihar
governmentcouldretainamin-
ister who has remained un-
elected beyond the six-month
constitutional limit and asked
thestatetoexplainitsposition.

a three-judge bench, pre-
sided over by Chief Justice of
indiaSuryaKant,washearinga
requesttofixadateforhearinga
plea challenging the appoint-
mentofdeepakPrakashasPan-
chayatiRajMinisterinBiharfor
thesecondtime,withouthaving
been elected as an assembly
member.“itisapurelegalissue.
howareyouretainingaminister
beyond6monthswhenheisnot
elected?” CJi Kant asked the
counselappearingfor theBihar
Government.

article 164(4) allows anon-
member to remainminister for
sixmonths, subject to getting
electedasamemberwithinthat
period. The counsel appearing
forRakeshKumarSingh,apeti-
tioner from Bihar, said that
when thematter came up for
hearing on July 15, the state
soughttime,statingitwantedto
file a counter-affidavit but had
notdonesoyet.“Sevenmonths
and22dayshavepassed,andhe
is still continuing as themin-
ister,”hesaid.

CJi Kant said thatwhether
the state files a counter or not,

thecourtwillnotgiveanymore
time. The court fixed the next
hearingdateforaugust4.

deepakPrakash, the sonof
Rashtriya lokMorcha (RlM)
leaderupendraKushwaha,was
madeMinisterofPanchayatiRaj
onNovember 20, 2025, in the
thenNitishKumargovernment,
even though he was not a
memberoftheBiharlegislative
assembly or the legislative
Council.however, after a fresh
councilofministerswasconsti-
tuted following Kumar’s exit,
andSamratChoudharybecame
theChiefMinister,Prakashwas
onceagainmadePanchayatiRaj
MinisteronMay7,2026.

Singh, thepetitioner,hasar-
gued that itwas aone-timeop-
portunityandcannotbeutilised
every time there is a change of
government.hehad to get re-
electedbetweenNovember 20,
2025,whenhewasfirstswornin,
and May 20, 2026, the plea
pointedout.Singhcontendsthat
the re-appointmentwas in cir-
cumvention of constitutional
safeguardsandunderminesrep-
resentative democracy.he ar-
gued that it undermines the
principles of parliamentary
democracy and electoral ac-
countability.Thepleaurgedthe
SC to declare Prakash’s reap-
pointment andcontinuance in
officeunconstitutional, illegal,
and void, and to restrain him
from exercising the powers
vestedintheministerialoffice.

AnonnaDutt
NewDelhi, July30

FoRThe first time sinceposi-
tioningdata fromoneof its sat-
elliteswaslostinMarch,thegov-
ernment has accepted in the
parliamentthattheseven-satel-
lite navigation constellation
(NaviC)canno longer indepen-
dentlyaidpeopleinnavigation.

The indianSpaceResearch
organisation(iSRo)earlierthis
year informed that iRNSS-1F
satellite, whichwas launched
inMarch 2016, completed its
designed mission life of 10
yearsand theon-boardatomic
clockstoppedfunctioning.

“…presently theNaviCcon-
stellationhasthreesatellites for
providing PNT (Positioning,
Navigation,Timing)services—
iRNSS-1B,iRNSS-1iandNVS-01.
Toprovidebasicpositioningser-
vice,minimumfouroperational
satellites are required in orbit.
hence, theNaviCconstellation
cannotprovide standalonepo-
sitioning service, however tim-
ingserviceisfunctional,”union
ministerofstateforspacedrJit-
endraSinghrepliedinawritten
answerinParliament.

Thereplysaidthatthearmed
forcescontinuetouseNaviCsig-
nalsaspartofthemulti-constel-
lationGNSS—GlobalNaviga-
tion Satellite System that uses
datafromuS’GPS,eu’sGalileo,

and Russia’s Glonass among
otherstonavigate.

When asked whether it
compromises accuracy for
navigation or real-timemap-
ping, the reply stated: “Since
NaviC is being used inmulti
constellation environment for
most of the use-cases, there is
novulnerability for theusers.”

Whileend-userapplications
were developed for utilising
NaviCsignalsinaviation,ship-
ping, railways, and even in
everyday cell phones, all of
these devices carry aGNSS re-
ceiver,meaning they can con-
tinue to get positioning data
fromotherconstellations.

Thereplyalsostated: “Next
NaviCsatelliteNVS-03isready
for launchand twomore satel-
litesNVS-04andNVS-05arein
advancedstageof realisation.”

The constellation can still
provide accurate time signals
for digital devices as well as
broadcastemergencymessages.

TheindianRegionalNaviga-
tionSatelliteSystem(iRNSS)—
also referred towith the oper-
ationalnameofNavigationwith
indianConstellation (NaviC)—
wasplannedtobeaseven-satel-
litesystemtoprovidepositioning
data over the indian subconti-
nentand1500kmaroundit.ever
since its inception, however, it
has beenplaguedbyproblems
affectingitspositioningdata.

ExpressNewsService
NewDelhi, July30

ThePaRliaMeNTaRY com-
mitteeonexternalaffairsinits
report has recommended that
india should appoint a Polar
ambassadorandurgedthegov-
ernment to seek “full-fledged
membership” of the arctic
councilsothatindiacanengage
initsactivitiesmoreeffectively.

india is currently oneof the
13observercountriesofthearc-
ticCouncil,whosefullmember-
shipisrestrictedto8nationsthat
have landmass in the region.
The observer countries donot
havedecisionmakingpowers.
They also can’tmake financial
contributions or undertake re-
searchinthearcticdirectly.

The committee, in its rec-
ommendationssaid:“…itisim-
perative that india also has
such anambassador at a level
equivalent to other countries
exclusively to deal with polar
regions. Creating such a posi-
tion will not only help india
projecttheimportancegivento
theseregions in its foreignpol-
icy architecture but will also
helpputacrossitspolicystance
inrelationtopolarareasorpur-
sue polar diplomacy in amore
effectivemanner.”

With several Russian re-
searchactivitiesinthearticre-
gion having been paused fol-
lowing the conflict with
ukraine,thecommitteerecom-
mended that india through its
diplomatic channels impress
uponthesevenothercountries
of the need for having Russia
on-boardforthescientificwork
in the region which is experi-
encing drastic climate change
— the impact of whichwill be
felt across theglobe. Thecom-
mitteealsorecommendedthat
government explore thepossi-
bility of accessing the Russian
arcticResearchStations.

ISRO’sNavICsystem
canno longerprovide
navigationdata
independently:Govt

Lowturnout,high
stakes:BJPfaces
Bankipurbattle

Authoritieson ‘high
alert’ as floodswreak
havoc innorthOdisha

‘Howareyoukeeping
unelectedminister?’
SCasksBihargovt

Govt toHousepanel:
Hasinanotallowed
toconductpolitical
activities fromIndia

FormerBangladeshPrime
Minster SheikhHasina

Peoplearriveat apolling stationduring theBankipur
by-electionsonThursday. RahulShaRma

Appoint Polar
Ambassador, join
ArcticCouncil,
suggestspanel

Insurernot liable to
paycompensation
for accident if driver’s
licence is invalid: SC

AditiRaja
Vadodara, July30

TheGuJaRaThighCourt on
Thursdayorallyquestionedhow
the SuratMunicipal Commis-
sioner could continue inoffice
while a state-level inquiry into
the controversial NasirNagar
demolitionisunderway,observ-
ing that Gujarat's image as a
“modelstate”isatstake,evenas
thestateinformedthecourtthat
twoofits“bestofficersinmunici-
paladministration”hadbeenap-
pointedtoconducttheprobe.

hearingthepetitionfiledby
26residentsofNasirNagar,Jus-
ticeNikhilKarielrepeatedlyex-
pressed concern over the gov-
ernment'sdecisiontoallowthe
MunicipalCommissionertore-
maininthesamepositionwhile
the inquiry is underway. The
courtorallyobservedthatwhile
it appreciated the State's seri-
ousness in constituting an in-
quiry, themessage being sent
out was that senior officers
"cannotbetouched".

onMay 30, the Surat Mu-
nicipal Corporation demol-
ished around 100 shanties,
built in Nasir Nagar allegedly
encroachingonprivateland in
the VedRoad area, displacing
asmany families. Twenty-six
affected residents have chal-
lenged the action before the
highCourt.

Amiddemolition
probe,Gujarat
HCaskswhy
Surat civic chief
remains in post

Pragynesh
NewDelhi, July30

iTBeGaNwithaphonecallre-
ceived fromawrongnumber.

around 2015, Pankaj
Kumar,agoldappraiseratnon-
banking financial company
(NBFC) Sai Corporation in
delhi, received a call from a
woman who had dialled the
wrongnumber.Thetwostayed
in touchandeventually began
anaffair. Pankaj,however,was
already married with two
children.

he soon found out that it
wasdifficulttosupportbothhis
family and the woman on his
salary.Theresult:hewentonto
siphonmoney from his com-
pany,orchestratingagoldloan
fraud worth more than Rs 3
croreoversixyears.duringthis
time,hetransferredaroundRs
90lakhtobankaccountslinked
tothewomaninmultipletrans-
actions.

accordingto theeconomic
offences Wing (eoW) of the
delhiPolice,between2019and
2025, Pankaj andhis colleague
in Sai Corporation, S P Bansal,
created 683 fake gold loan ac-

countsusingforgedKYCdocu-
ments and artificial jewellery.
loans worth over Rs 3 crore
were allegedly taken in the
names of 28 people, many of
them former customers of the
company.

PankajwasarrestedonJuly
7.Bansal isoutonbail.

The alleged fraud came to
lightduringaninternalauditat
SaiCorporationinaugust2025.

Pankajhadworkedasagold
appraiserwiththecompanyfor
over a decade. his job was to
verify the jewellery to be used
as collateral by checking its
hallmarkandweightbeforeap-
proving loans and storing the
ornaments in the company’s

lockers.
“one of the company’s di-

rectors, dr R K Tandon, said
that there were discrepancies
in the accounts Pankaj was
handling. Following this, he
was transferred to another
branch, but refused to join
work. The company then or-
deredanaudit,”saidanofficer.

duringtheaudit,whenPan-
kaj was questioned about gold
worth nearly Rs 14 lakh that
was missing from the com-
pany’s lockers but foundmen-
tion in the official records, he
allegedly lost it. “he allegedly
shoutedandstormedoutofthe
office. he never came back,”
theofficer said.

“Pankaj facilitated the cre-
ationoffakegoldloanaccounts
byappraisingfakeandartificial
goldornamentsasgenuineand
using forged KYC documents
and fake customer identities,”
said Special Commissioner of
Police (eoW)NupurPrasad.

The company got an FiR
lodged.WhenaneoWteamled
by dCP amit Verma started
going through company rec-
ords, they found that the story
beganaround2015whenhere-
ceived the call from a wrong

number. “The woman was
from delhi. The two started
talkingandentered intoarela-
tionship,” said the officer. at
that time, Pankaj, now in his
40s,livedwithhiswifeandtwo
children in Rohini’s Budh
Vihar.

“We traced themoney that
Pankaj had siphoned from the
bank. one of the transactions
was of Rs 16 lakh, which was
credited to the woman’s ac-
count in2019,” said theofficer.

according to thepolice,be-
tween 2019 and 2025, Pankaj
transferred over Rs 90 lakh to
multipleaccountslinkedtothe
woman. “he said therewasno
other way for him to take care
of her and his family at the
sametime,” theofficer said.

Whenpolicetrackedpeople
whose identities were used to
secure the fraudulent loans,
they found that many were
former customers of Sai Cor-
poration. “Two of themwere
Suresh, anMCdworker, who
livesinRajouriGarden,andhis
wife. he used their details to
create two accounts,” said the
officer.

Pankaj and Bansal were
eventuallyarrested.

Love, lies and fakegold:Anextramarital
affair that led toaRs3-crore loan fraud

AccusedPankajKumar

GayathriMani
NewDelhi,July30

The delhi government is
planning to conduct door-to-
door, random verification of
women found eligible for the
delhi lakshmi Yojana, under
whichbeneficiarieswill receive
amonthlyfinancialassistanceof
Rs2,500,TheIndianExpresshas
learnt.

as part of the verification
process, the government will
checkwhetherapplicantsmeet
the scheme’s eligibility condi-
tions–whethertheyhavemore
thanthreelivingchildren,ifthey
areresidentsofdelhiandregis-
teredvotersofthecity,iftheypay
incometax,aretheyinthe21-60
years age group,whether their
family’s income is up toRs 2.5
lakhper annumand if they re-
ceive any other financial aid
from the Centre or the state,
amongothers.

Thethree-childcapisafirst-
of-its-kindexclusioncriteria in-
troducedby thedelhi govern-
ment for its social welfare
schemes. “Theapplicationpro-
cess is very simple and easy.

People can submit their in-
formation from anywhere.
Verification is necessary to en-
sure only eligible beneficiaries
receive theassistance,” a senior
governmentfunctionarysaid.

The functionaryadded that
theWomenandChilddevelop-
ment(WCd)departmentmight
engage a third-party agency to
conduct the random checks.
“The objective is to ensure
that the scheme reaches the
needy anddeserving benefici-
aries while maintaining
transparency in the implemen-
tationprocess.”

askedabout the three-child
cap,theseniorfunctionarysaid,
“Someopposition parties are
tryingtogiveit(three-childcap)
a religious angle but they are
wrong.BeitahinduorMuslim,
it is one’s choice onhowmany
childrentheywanttohave...”

Besides, thismightbeastep
towardsbetter familyplanning
and population control, the
functionary said. “People these
days are educated and follow
family planning. But inmany
lower middle class families,
women are still pressured to

have four-five children until
theyhaveaboy…”

“For family planning and
populationcontrol, youhave to
take steps somewhere... The
governmenthascomeupwitha
proper financial planwith two
bifurcations – thewoman can
eitherinvesttheRs2,500andget
anlumpsumamountwithinter-
estafterthreeyearsorshecanin-
vestRs1,500andspendtherest
throughadigitalcard,”thefunc-
tionarysaid.“Thisgivesherthe
righttodecidewhereshewants
to spendhermoney... inmany
families, husbands pressure
them... take theirmoneytobuy
alcohol and tobacco...Wewant
ourmothersandsisterstoinde-
pendentlyusetheirmoney,”the
seniorfunctionaryadded.

according to officials, CM
Rekha Gupta, who holds the
WCd portfolio, said that the
scheme should empower
womenandthattheirhealthisa
priority.Thescheme,approved
bytheCabinetonTuesday,was
one of themajor poll promises
made by the BJP in the
run-up to the assembly elec-
tionsin2025.

Delhiplans random,door-to-doorvisits to
verifywomeneligible forLakshmiYojana

DrishtiJain
NewDelhi,July30

TheNoidaPolicehaslodgeda
zeroFiRagainstawomanforal-
legedlymaking “objectionable
remarks“againstPrimeMinister
NarendraModiduringtheCock-
roachJantaParty’s(CJP)protest
at JantarMantar onJuly 23, of-
ficers said on Thursday. The
complaint was filed by Smriti
Singh, a resident ofGhaziabad
onWednesday at theexpress-
way Police station against Ru-
chikaSingh,aresidentofNoida,
anofficersaid.

in the complaint, Smriti al-
legedthatRuchikausedabusive
and objectionable language
against Modi. The complaint
furtherallegedthattheremarks
did not only “undermine the
dignityof the constitutional of-
fice”, “but also deliberately in-
tendedtospreadhatredanddis-
ruptpublicpeace.”

Thepolice registered a case
under sections 352 (intentional
insult to provoke breach of
peace), 353(1) (statements con-
ducing topublicmischief) and

356(1) (defamation) of theBha-
ratiyaNyayaSanhita (BNS), the
officeradded.

azeroFiRmeansthatacom-
plaint canbe filedat anypolice
station irrespectiveof theplace
of alleged crime or where the
incident tookplace, postwhich
it is transferred to the
police stationof the concerned
jurisdiction. The FiRhas been
transferred to the Parliament
Street Police station. “The ac-
cusedisaresidentofFaridabad,
and used to stay inNoida.We
have transferred theFiR to the
concerned jurisdictionwhere
further investigationwill take
place,”anofficeradded.

This comes amid thedelhi
Police filinganFiRover “objec-
tionableanddefamatory”social
media posts targeting the PM
duringprotestsatJantarMantar
and asking socialmedia plat-
forms to take down such con-
tent. a case under charges of
criminal intimidation, public
mischief, and defamation has
been lodged at the Special
Cell iFSo (intelligence Fusion
and Strategic operations)
unitin thematter.

CJPstir:Noidawoman
booked for ‘abusive’
remarksagainstPM

Kolkata
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SCstrikesbalanceon
ecology,public interest

INDIA’S eNvIrONMeNTAL Impact Assessment is
groundedintheprecautionaryprinciple—itprioritisesthe
integrityofecosystemsoverminimisingharmorcompen-
satingfordamagelater.From2017,thegovernmenthastried

todilutethissafeguardbyallowingdeveloperstoapplyforecol-
ogicalclearanceaftercommencingaproject.Anotificationissued
that yearprovidedaone-timewindow todefaulters to comply
withdueprocedures.Itinauguratedaregimeofpost-factoclear-
ances,whichwas consolidated in2021when theCentre issued
anOfficeMemorandum(OM)toregulariseviolations.OnWed-
nesday,theSupremeCourtsetasidethisOMandclosedthedoor
onblanketregularisationofprojectsthathavenotcompliedwith
environmental safeguards.However, theCourt also departed
fromitsMay2025positionthatprohibitedex-postfactoenviron-
mentalclearances“inanyform”.Instead,itheldthata“narrowly
tailoredamnestyscheme”maybepermissiblewhereitisjustified
by“publicinterest”.

ThejudgmentissignificantbecauseitclarifiestheCourt’sown
positiononpost-factoenvironmentalclearances.Inits2020deci-
sion inAlembicPharmaceuticalsLtdvRohitPrajapati, the SC
heldthatretrospectiveclearancesarecontrarytothephilosophy
ofenvironmentalregulation.TheMay2025verdictreiteratedthat
suchrelaxationswouldincentivisedeveloperstoviolatethelaw
firstandseekregularisationlater.However, theCourtappeared
tomoveintheoppositedirectionsixmonthslater.Followingre-
viewpetitions filedby theCentre and industrybodies, a three-
judgebenchrecalledtheMay2025judgment.

Wednesday’sverdictnowplacestheonusonthegovernment
tomakeareasonedselectionofprojectsthatmaybeexcusedfrom
therequirementofenvironmentalclearance.TheCourt’sinsist-
enceonproportionalityisconsistentwiththebroadertrajectory
ofenvironmentaljurisprudenceinIndia.Formorethantwodec-
ades,theSChasinterpretedconstitutionalprovisionsexpansively
toaffirmthatahealthyenvironmentisintrinsictotherighttolife.
In the samevein, it hasnowrequired the state todemonstrate
thatthepublicinterestservedbyaprojectissufficientlycompel-
ling, that any relaxation is strictlynecessary, and that theenvi-
ronmentalcostshavebeenweighedagainsttheanticipatedpub-
lic benefits. The verdict thus transformswhathadbecomean
open-endedadministrativediscretionunder thepost-2017 re-
gime into anarrowly circumscribed constitutional exception.
The flexibility recognisedby theCourt couldprovevaluable in
cases involvingnationaldefence,whenhealthcare facilitiesare
urgentlyneeded inunderservedareas, orhighwayprojects be-
come imperative to improve connectivity in remote regions.
However,atatimeofclimatechangeandacceleratingecological
degradation,thegovernment,too,mustrecognisethatenviron-
mentalprotectionisanintegralcomponentofpublicinterest.

onVandemataram, a
law in searchof a crime

PArLIAMeNTPASSeDthePreventionof Insults toNa-
tionalHonourActonDecember23,1971.Barelyagener-
ation removed fromcolonial rule, India since the late
1960sboresignsoferosionofitsearlyidealism.Thevic-

toryagainstPakistan in theBangladeshWarearlier thatmonth
hadprovidedamomentofnationaltriumph.Thelaw,whichpur-
portedly sought togive legal backing toaDirectivePrinciple of
StatePolicy,criminalisedinsultstothenationalanthem,flagand
Constitution.Thenasnow,however,itislikelythatfewbelieved
that respect and reverence canbe enforced throughpunitive
legislation.The lawwasmeant, arguably, to capture apolitical
momentandgiveexpressiontoit.Now,thePreventionofInsults
toNationalHonour(Amendment)Bill,2026—passedinParlia-
mentthisweek—makesan“insult”tothenationalsongpunish-
ablebyuptothreeyears'imprisonment,placing‘vandeMataram’
atparwith thenational anthem. Inessence, it is a law insearch
ofacrime.Atbest, it is superfluousandatworst, ablunt instru-
mentinthehandsofanoverzealousprosecutorialmachinery.

According todata fromtheNationalrecordsBureau, there
were1,102arrestsunderthe1971Actbetween2014and2024,with
just 60convictions.Acquittals outpacedconvictions eachyear,
andanaverageof48 caseswerepending investigationand221
casespendingtrialinthesameperiod.Therateof“crimesagainst
nationalsymbols”perlakhpopulationisextremelylow.Byallac-
counts,then,theamendedlawexpandstheambitofcriminality
withlittlejustification.Inthecurrentcontext,too,thegovernment
frequentlyinvitesaccusationsofweaponisingthecriminaljustice
system to target opponents. The 2026Amendment can only
deepenapprehensionsofitsmisuse.

IntheBudgetSession,theuniongovernmenttabled,andPar-
liamentpassed,theJanvishwas(AmendmentofProvisions)Bill,
2026.Itbuiltonthe2023JanvishwasActbydecriminalisingand
removingseveraleconomicoffences.Thatlegislativeschemein-
dicated the government’s commitment to its sloganof “mini-
mumgovernment,maximumgovernance”,especiallywelcome,
giventhat thestate isa litigant inoverhalf thependingcases in
India’soverburdenedcourts. Inletterandspirit, the‘vandeMa-
taram’lawisabackslidingonthatcommitment.

numbersdon’t capture
ajinkyaRahane

AJINkYArAHANeretired from international cricket
onThursday, signingoff as “Cap278”.He leaveswith
85Tests,90ODIs,20T20Isandmorethan8,000inter-
nationalruns.Thenumbersdohiminjustice.

Therewasastretch,deepintothelastdecade,whenrahane’s
battingbelongedinthecompanyofthatofviratkohli,Joeroot,
kaneWilliamson.MSDhonioncesaidhisgiftwas“thetiming...
andhis ability to exploit gaps in the field”.Henever built the
mountainof runs that talent seemed topromise, and that gap,
betweenwhathecoulddoandwhatheactuallyleftbehind,isthe
real storyofhiscareer.Perhaps thereassurancehesought from
teammanagementneverquitecame,andhefeltthepressureto
holdhisplaceduringkohli’sreignascaptain.

Handed the captaincy inAustralia after the ignominyof 36
alloutatAdelaide inDecember2020,rahanewalkedoutat the
MCGandmadeacentury that turned the series. Indiawenton
towinit2-1,oneofthegreatawaytriumphsinthegame’shistory.
It shouldhavebeenthebeginningofsomething larger. Instead,
hewasstrippedofthevice-captaincywithinayear,andoutofthe
sidenotlongafter,returningonlyoncemore,forthe2023World
TestChampionshipfinalatTheOval.rahaneleavesasheplayed:
understated,gifted,andneverquitepaidinfullforeither.

NeithergovernmentnorOpposition
canlookyouthintheeyeoneducation

o
NeDOeSnotneedsocialscien-
tists to explain themeaning
and significanceofwhathap-
penedonJuly20. Itwasapro-
test alright, but itwas also an

outburst.Itisapparentthatthegovernment
yieldedtothatpressurewithpoorgrace.This
wasexemplifiedbythe“welcome”accorded
totheministerwhohadresigned.Thatactof
showingcontemptfortheprotestsfitsintoa
pattern—while the government buckled
underpressure, thepro-BJPecosystemhas
beenbusy spreading all kinds of explana-
tions for theoutburst, conspiracyand“for-
eignhand”included.

Whether theCockroachJantaParty is a
tool for someone, whether some parties
soughttohijacktheagitation,orwhetherthe
PrimeMinister’smidnightmessageon In-
stagramhitrecordviewsareirrelevanttidbits
worthy of corner columns innewspapers.
Thereal—andadmittedlyintriguing—as-
pect of theCJPprotestshasbeen theunex-
pectedandunanticipatedspontaneity,right
fromthe first post byAbhijeetDipkeabout
cockroaches. Insteadof examining this as-
pect, the government seems contentwith
eitherdamagecontrolor talkingof thespe-
cious issue of “intelligence failure”.When
youmuteall voices, except those reflecting
narcissistic praise, intelligence failures are
boundtohappen.

Besides, on thewatchof the current re-
gime,thereisaclearlackofreliableempirical
dataonwhatpeoplethink.Thisisfortworea-
sons: Methodologically, when public
opinion is permeated by extreme toxicity
andpressureofsocialdesirabilitybias,data

frompublic opinion studies canbe some-
what distorted.And secondly, this regime
hasbeenanti-dataandhasensuredthatno
independent actorswill be able to collect
publicopinion.Post-2014,thereisasingular
lackofdataleadingtothe“alliswell”cacoph-
onyofthepartisans.

No wonder everyone was taken un-
awares by the extent and intensity ex-
pressedduringtheCJPprotests.Whilepro-
governmentmediaisstillcirculatingnews
about the allegedmisbehaviour of partici-
pants and theweight of thewaste left be-
hind, they are oblivious to the realweight
in political terms that these protests have
left behind for politicians to tackle.unfor-
tunately, the regimeseemstobeunwilling
toevenreadthesesignalsproperly.

Three issues are flaggedby theprotests
that engulfedpolitics over thepast four or
fiveweeks. For starters, theywere pegged
aroundtheNeeTandexam-leaks,butbyno
meanswere they just about that. The gov-
ernment, sheepishly and wrongly, re-
spondedtoonlythetechnologyofconduct-
ing the exam. even before the protests
erupted, this intellectual bank-
ruptcywas evident in deploying
theAir Force for delivering exam
papers. That samementality has
surfacedagainintheappointment
of the committee to ensure leak-
proofexams.

Yes, we havemade amess of
exams,but that isnotmerelybe-
cause greed and deceit lead to
paper leaks.Thereal elephant in
theroomistheeducationsystem

I
NDIA’SreNeWABLeenergysector
is facing institutional challenges
that need flexible solutions. Pro-
pelledbyfallingsolarmoduleprices
andgovernmentpolicy,solarcapac-

ityhasexpandedto162GWbyJune2026.
Yet at the verymoment this transforma-
tiondemandssmarter,moreflexiblemar-
ket products, India's regulator is moving
theoppositeway, proposing tohandcon-
trolof thepowerexchangestoGrid-India,
a government utility whose institutional
DNA is built for managing transmission
systems,not commercial decisions.

BetweenMay andDecember last year,
over two billion units of solar electricity,
enough to power several million homes,
were curtailed because the grid could not
absorb them.Thesolution requires trans-
mission investment to convey electricity,
flexible power plants that can ramp
quickly, battery storage to absorb excess
generation and discharge during lean
hours, and above all, well-designed elec-
tricitymarketsthatsendtherightpricesig-
nals to the rightplayersat the right time.

Surplus generation in one region
can be traded to regions facing shortage.
A robust, functional electricity market,
onewithproducts thatsellersandbuyers
want, is essential to manage this.
Prices should fall when power is abun-
dant at noon and rise when it is scarce
in the evening, attracting whatever
flexible generation or storage can re-
spond. Good market-design is what
keeps a complex, renewable-heavy
grid balancedwithout wasting energy or
overloading equipment.

Contrarytothisneed, inJuly2025and
January 2026, CerC proposed that Grid-
India becomeMarket Coupling Operator
(MCO), pooling bids from all three ex-
changes – IeX, PXIL and HPX -- into a
single clearing algorithmthatwouldpro-
duceauniformnationalprice.Thestated
logic is that themarket is fragmentedand
consumers are losing out. What does the
data say?

Most electricity is traded in the Day-
AheadMarket (DAM)andreal-TimeMar-
ket (rTM),bothshort-termspotproducts.
IeX handles roughly 80-85 per cent of
trading volumes which is hardly a frag-
mentedmarket.CerC’sownshadowpilot
recorded a welfare improvement of just
0.3percentoverfourmonths;a longerda-

taset puts thegainat only0.013per cent.
Behind CerC’s stated reasons lies

the question of IeX's dominance. But
dominance is not the same as abuse:
There is no documented allegation of ex-
cessivefees,discriminatoryaccess,preda-
torypricing,ormanipulationofpricedis-
covery against IeX. So which problem is
CerCactually solving?

The real danger is not IeX’s market
share but what happens tomarket inno-
vation once a government-owned entity
controls the central clearing algorithm.
For example,whenexchangesdeveloped
user-defined hourly contracts in the
Term-AheadMarket,matchedtothevari-
able generation profile of solar andwind
assets, CerCordered themdiscontinued
withinaweek inApril last year.

InJuly2025,CerCsuggestedaround-
robin model under which exchanges
would take turns asMarketCouplingOp-
eratorsmonthtomonth.ByApril2026, its
draft second amendment regulations
abandoned this in favourofGrid-Indiaas
sole MCO. Grid-India itself, in a sub-
missiondated June 8, has urgedCerC to
reconsider and has asked for a round-
robin system, institutional ring-fencing
andasteeringcommitteetoguardagainst
single-point failures,eventhoughround-
robin approach would force every ex-
change to duplicate the capital cost of a
central algorithm and add to the regula-
tor’s oversight burden.

Grid-India’s preference for adminis-
trative simplicity is rational for a system
operator: Its job is to balance the grid in
real time,not tocompeteforcustomersor
bear commercial risk. But under full
coupling, everynewtradingproductwill
requirerewritinganalgorithmGrid-India
controls, tetheringmarket innovation to
the pace of a public utility — a pace the
TAMepisode shows is slow and tilted to-
wardsuniformity.

India’s renewable sector needs amar-
ket architecture that rewards flexible ca-
pacitywithreal-timepricing,openscom-
petitivemarketsforfrequency-regulation
services, and lets storage investors price
their business case. These are the real
regulatoryprioritiesratherthanimagined
problemsofmarketdominance.

Thewriter is former secretary,
Ministry of Power

P
OPuLAr MOveMeNTS often produce popular
leaders.Theyrarelyproduceworker-intellectuals.Yet,
what struck themedia, among themany stories of
courageoftheCockroachJanataParty-ledprotest,was
the“unthinkable”intellectofMohammadIrfan.Icall

it“unthinkable”becausethemediacouldnotplaceIrfaninfam-
iliar categories of intellect.Despite claiming tohaveno social-
mediaaccounts,Irfanisasocialmedia-sensation.Itistheparadox
andcontradictionsofhislifethatintriguethemedia.

Irfanmaybeilliterate inaconventionalsense,butheisdigi-
tallyliterate.HecitesthepoemsofAhmadFarazandinvokeshis-
toricalfiguresfromrajarammohanroytoJyotibaPhuleinhis
speech.Heisaslum-dwellerbutspeaksofcivilisation.Howcould
asemi-literatepersonwhocannotwrite,aslum-dwellerwhosells
icetosurvive,besoarticulateonpolitics,society,andhistory?

Ifweturnthepagesofhistory,Irfanisnotalone.Heispreceded
andaccompaniedbymanywhoarelikehim.Itisjustthatwehave
undervaluedmanuallabourandthosewhodoit.Weseemanual
workersthroughtheessentialistlensoflabourandtheirlabouring
identity. Can they labour andbe intellectual?Theseparadoxes
andinversionsarethesubjectofmyforthcomingbook,TheSilent
Rebellion,whichtracesthehistoryofworker-intellectualsinIndia
duringthecolonialperiod.Ittellsthehistoryoflabouringpeople
who refused to see themselves asmerely labourers orworkers
anddiscoveredaspectsoftheirlivesthattransitionedthemtobe-
comepoets, thinkers,andwritersoftheirstrugglesandpoverty.
Alothaschangedsincethen.Indiahasimplementedcompulsory
educationandwelfare labour laws; lowerclasseshaveaccessed
higher education; significant socio-economicmobilityhas en-
abledtheriseofBahujanintellectuals.Yet,thebroaderattitudes
thatcouldplaceIrfaninanormativesocialorderaremissing.He
emergesasanexception.Whyso?

Heisanexceptionbecauseallplatformsareopentothepub-
licintheorybutwestillsee“intellect”fromaclosedperspective.
Intellectbelongstocertain“kinds”ofpeople—thosewhoattend
private educational institutions, inherit cultural capital, and
comefromcertainsocio-economicbackgrounds.Wehavecre-
atedartificialdividesbetweenthosewholabourandthosewith
bookishknowledge,andeffectivelyclosedthechannelsofcom-
municationacrossthem.Irfanbreachesthesewallsandmoves
between the two. It is thismovementanddialectic thatmakes
hisspeechpowerful.

Letmetellthestoryoftheworker-intellectualNarayanSurve.
Anorphanraisedbyamill-workercouple,Survebecamea“half-
timer” childworker inBombay’smills, laterworking full time.
Like Irfan, Survedefied theboundaries of elite and subaltern,
highandlowclass,labourandintellect,headandhand.Apoem
bySurveremindedmeofIrfan’szealtoexpresshisworldthrough
poems:“Thestruggleforthedailybreadisaneverydayquestion/
Attimesoutsidethedoor,attimesinside/I’maworker,aflaming
sword/Listen,youintellectuals!I’mgoingtocommitacrime…”

Demandinganevenimplementationoftheminimumwage
forworkersandalifeofdignity,IrfannarratedapoembyTanveer
Sipra,whichtranslates to: “eventhemillowners’dogsarewell-
fedandfatty/Whileworkers’facesarepalewithhunger.”

Kumar isassistantprofessor,UniversityofNottingham,
andauthorofTheSilentRebellion

itself. Ameaningless system thatmerely
works as boring time-pass or as creches
for young adults is the root cause— this
malady leads to a senseless premium on
examresults,meaninglessexamsandthe
coaching industry. Neither the govern-
ment nor the Opposition can look youth
in the eye and explain the meaning of
wasting years in the name of education.
The latest protests are symptomatic of
that largermalaise.

Secondly, the protests and the striking
energy they displayed represent the utter
meaninglessness of life that confronts the
youth. This is notmerely about employa-
bilitybutaboutafuturethatholdsonlyun-
certainty.Itwouldbefoolhardytorespond
to this issue only by throwingnumbers—
that somany jobs will be createdwhen a
corporate house is granted some largesse
bythegovernment.Overall lifeconditions
andthedeeperinequalitiesthatcharacter-
iseIndiansocietyarefactorsthatshapethe
cloudsofuncertainty. If atonestage, capi-
talism was accused of producing the
lumpenelement, the economy todaypro-

duceswhat sociologists have de-
scribedas the“precariat”.

Life isprecarious, irrespective
of whether you belong to low-in-
come groups or the so-called
middle class. This government
hasdiscoveredapoliticallyadvan-
tageouspalliativetothat—touse
theevocativephraseemployedby
the PrimeMinister himself, the
revdis. But the loss of dignity in-
volved in revdi politics and the

continueduncertaintyoflifewouldsurely
pushlargesectionsintodissatisfactionnot-
withstanding the heavy rainfall of revdis.
The CJP protests may not have touched
upon these larger aspects of social unrest.
But it would be at our own collective peril
toignoretheseunderlyingfrustrationsthat
arenoteasilydefined.Theprotestsareover
forthetimebeing,buttheseconditionsre-
main and, if not attended to, they are
bound toproducemorecockroaches than
thesystemcanafford tosuppress.

Finally,thepoliceaction.Itrepresentsthe
political responseand tells uswhat ails our
politics.Itisnotsufficienttosmuglysaythat
allprotestsfacesomepoliceexcesses.Large
numbers of handles on socialmedia have
beengleefullytellingusthatthepolicehave
video recordingsandparticipatingpersons
will behounded.This threat—most likely
backedby clandestinepolice follow-up—
tellsuswhatiswrongwithpolitics.Byinvok-
ingelectionvictories,thevictorsclaimcarte
blanche; by countingvotes, politiciansde-
nudecitizensof agency; by throwing legis-
lativemajorities in our face, governments
duckbothconstitutionalmoralityandrou-
tinedemocraticaccountability.

In sum, theprelude, the actual protests
andnowtheiraftermathtellacommonstory
—protestshavestirredmanymindsbutnot
ourpoliticalleadership.Becausetheregime
is bent onnot learning anything from the
protests except the technology to suppress
thenextroundofprotests.

Thewriter,based inPune,
taughtPoliticalScience
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Whilepro-governmentmedia
isstill circulatingnewsabout
theallegedmisbehaviourof
participantsandtheweightof
thewaste leftbehind, theyare
oblivioustotherealweight in
political termstheseprotests

haveleft forpoliticianstotackle
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Billpassedamidwalkout
TheLokSabhapassedtheCommissionof
Inquiry (Amendment)Bill, enablingthegov-
ernment towithhold fromParliament the
reportofan inquirycommissionthrougha
notificationstatingthat itwas in thepublic
interestof thesecurityof thestate todoso.
TheBillwaspassedbyavoicevoteaftera
spiriteddefencebyMinister for Internal
SecurityPChidambaram.

ClashesinDarjeeling
TheSITuATIoNinDarjeelingdistrictwascon-
firmedtobetenseonthethirddayof the108-
hourbandhsponsoredbytheGorkha
NationalLiberationFront (GNLF),with reports

ofclashesbetweenGNLFsupportersandtea
gardenworkers resulting inonedeath.Patrol-
lingbytroopscontinued inall threesub-divi-
sionsof thedistrict,andmanningofall vital
installationshasbeentakenoverbytheArmy
andBorderSecurityForce.

BenefitofdoubtforChina
WhILe INDIAcontinuestomaintain that the
Chinesehave intruded into Indianterritory in
theSumdorongChuvalleyofArunachalPra-
desh, it isgivingChinathebenefitof the
doubt in thematter.Duringtalkswithan
Indianofficialdelegation inBeijing,China
claimedthat thedisputedregion isnorthof
theMcMahonLineasshownonmaps,even
thoughontheground it falls in the Indian

region, if theprincipleofwatershed is
accepted.Bothsidesseemtohaveagreed
thatunduepublicityof thediscussionsmight
nothelp in theongoingnegotiations.

rajneeshinIndia
RejeCTeDBycountriesaroundtheworld,
Rajneesh, thebhagwanof theorange-clad
internationalsect, returnedtohisnative
India, initially tocamps inBombayforabout
threemonths.onlyahandfulofdisciples
werepresentat theSahar international ter-
minal for thehush-husharrivalofRajneesh,
whoflewinthetwin-engineexecutive jet
fromLisbon.Afterpassingthroughthe immi-
grationandcustomsdrill, thebhagwanwas
whiskedaway inawaitingMercedes.

40yearsago
July31, 1986

For renewableenergyanswers,
ask therightquestions

Theworker-intellectualwe
refusetorecognise

lWebexclusive
‘My Gen Z students showedme the
india i believed in is in good hands.’

—ByDolan Samanta
logon towww.indianexpress.com

lWordlyWise
Patriotism is the virtue of the vicious.
—OscarWilde
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becausethetruth
involvesusall
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lWhATTheOTherssAY

a youthmovement born from exam
leaks and onlinemockery has pierced
narendramodi’s aura of invincibility.

—The Guardian

reAD.Think. shAre.
scan the QR code to
explore curated
editorials and opinions
from leading voices

W
haT WILL history re-
memberfromtherecent
scenesatJantarmantar?
Thedemand for exam-
ination reforms? The

allegationsofpoliceexcesses?Thedebate
overaccountability?Perhaps.

many,however,mayremembersome-
thingelseentirely:Youngwomenshouting
outmisogynisticabuse,asthoughvulgar-
ityhadbecomeabadgeof courage. That
surprisedme.afterall,thisistheInstagram
generation,one thathas reinventedcom-
munication. It createsmemes thatpunc-
ture powerful narratives inminutes. It
speaks throughsatireandhumourwitha
creativity previous generations could
scarcely imagine. It has built an entirely
newlanguageofexpression.Whichiswhat
makes its dependence on abusive lan-
guage,rootedincenturies-oldpatriarchal
formulations,all themoredisappointing.

Surely agenerationcapableof invent-
inganewvocabularyofmemescaninvent
anewvocabularyofanger?Surelyitcanex-
pressdissentwithgreaterwit,intelligence
andoriginality,insteadofsimplyrecycling
theoldest slurs fromthepatriarchalplay-
book?Thatisn’tcool;itisintellectuallylazy.

There are those who have defended
the language. Why should only men
have the freedom to
swear, they ask. Others
have dismissed criti-
cism asmoral policing.
anger, they argue, has
its own language.

These are fair points,
buttheymissamorefun-
damental one:Why are
young women proudly
using the language that
patriarchy invented to
humiliatewomen?

havingbeenapart of
both the anna hazare
movementandthenirb-
hayaprotests,Iwitnessed
publicangeratitsmostvisceral.Thestreets
overflowedwith emotion.Wemarched,
shouted slogans, confronted those in
power,anddemandedaccountability.We
werelathi-charged,andFIrswerebooked
against us.Weevenhad todealwithvin-
dictiveactionslikeelectricityconnections
beingcut.Yet,throughallthatrageandall
thatsuffering,Idonotrecallwomenresort-
ingtoprofanitytomakethemselvesheard.

Ourangerwas fierce, but itwasnever
crude.We communicatedwith passion,
convictionandmoralforce—notbybor-
rowingthelanguageofmisogyny.Webe-
lievedourargumentswerestrongenough
to carry our outrage. We never felt the
need to sound like the crudest voices in
thecrowd.

everysocietyusesprofanity.Theeng-
lishlanguagehasitsowndeeplymisogyn-
istic insults.ButmanyIndiangaaliscarry
aparticular cultural imprint.Theyderive
theirpowerfromtheoldpatriarchalbelief
thataman’shonourresidesinthewomen

ofhisfamily.Theabuseisdirectedathim,
but thehumiliation is imagined through
hismother,sisterordaughter.

Thatistheanatomyofagaali.
These are notmerely vulgar words.

Theyencodeanentire social order. They
reducewomentorepositoriesofmalehon-
our, turning them into territory through
whichmen assert dominance over one
another. evenwhenexchangedbetween
men,womenremainthebattlefield.

Language is never just language. It
carrieshistory, preserveshierarchies and
quietly transmitsprejudice across gener-
ations.everycasualrepetitionnormalises
theideathatawoman’sbodyisalegitimate
siteforhumiliation.

Which iswhyhearing youngwomen
usetheseabusesasthoughtheyrepresent
empowermentissodeeplyironic.Thereis
nothingcoolaboutrecyclingtheoldestex-
pressionsofmisogynyinourlanguage.

Patriarchywins twice, firstwhen it in-
vents these filthyabuses,andagainwhen
womenmistakerepeatingthemforrebel-
lionandliberation.

Women did not struggle for gener-
ationsmerelytoinherittheworstinstincts
of men. They fought to redefine what
courage,dignityandstrengthlooklike—
andwhattheysoundlike.Theoppositeof
patriarchyisnotwomenbehavinglikethe
worstmen. apingmasculine aggression
isnotempowerment.

Werightlyspeakabouttoxicmasculin-
ity.Buttoxicpatriarchycannotbereplaced
bytoxic feminism.Liberationdoesnot lie
in imitating the language of thosewho
diminishedwomenforcenturies.It liesin
rejectingthatlanguagealtogetherandcre-

atingavocabularyworthy
ofequality.

TheprotestsatJantar
mantarraisedimportant
questionsaboutexamin-
ationreformsandallega-
tions of excessive force.
none of that, however,
explains whymisogyn-
istic abuse should be-
come the soundtrack of
amovement.

Canclaimsaboutdis-
mantling patriarchy be
madewhile speaking its
oldest vocabulary? Can
women truly call it liber-

ationwhentheyvoluntarilyreducethem-
selvesandotherwomentopropertyorre-
positoriesofhonour?

Womendeservefreedomnotonlyfrom
discriminatory laws,butalso fromthe in-
visibleprisonofavocabularythathas, for
centuries, reduced them to somebody’s
honour, somebody’s property and some-
bodyelse’s shame.Freedombeginswhen
womenstopmistaking thevocabularyof
patriarchyforthelanguageofliberation.

The first battle forwomen’s freedom
was fought in our laws and institutions.
Thenextmustbefoughtinourlanguage.

Foraslongaswomenspeakwordsthat
derive their power from humiliating
mothers and sisters, patriarchywill con-
tinue to echo throughvoices that believe
theyarefree.

Thatisnotliberation.Thatispatriarchy,
speakingthroughadifferentvoice.

Thewriter isnational
spokespersonof theBJP

Asaudi reactor is
not asaudibomb

does theus-saudinucleardeal increase the riskof anarms race inWestasia?

Aweekly column,whichoffersnot this-versus-that, but thebest of both sides, to informthedebate

Anatomyof a gaali:
Anger borrows from
oldpatriarchy

T
heVerDICTontheSaudicivil
nuclearagreementarrivedbe-
fore the text itself. OnJuly 22,
Washingtonandriyadhsigned
aSection 123agreementanda

safeguards accord.Their texts remainun-
published, and theagreementawaits con-
gressional review. President Trump then
saidtherewouldbenoenrichmentandthat
hewouldnotproceedunlessSaudiarabia
joined theabrahamaccords, leaving the
deal’smeaningandfuturemoreuncertain.

Washingtonandriyadhbeganthepro-
cessin2008withamemorandumonpeace-
fulnuclearcooperation.negotiationscon-
tinued under Barack Obama, the first
TrumpadministrationandJoeBiden.That
continuity reflects a resilient partnership
despiteperiodicpolitical strains.Thecon-
cern is that the agreementsmay enable
americanreactor saleswhile leavingopen
thepossibility of Saudi enrichment.reac-
tors,enrichmentcapacityandaccesstocen-
trifuge technologyaredifferentquestions.
Theagreements shouldbe judgedbywho
controls the technologyandwhat inspec-
tors can see. Talk of a “gold standard” can
obscure the international legal baseline.
The term is apolicy label drawn from the
Uaeagreement, not an Iaeacategory or
universal norm. Saudiarabia is aparty to
thenuclearnon-ProliferationTreaty, and
has aComprehensive Safeguardsagree-
mentinforcewiththeIaea.Thetreatypro-
hibits it frommanufacturingor acquiring
nuclearweapons.Itrequiresneitheranad-
ditionalProtocolnor renunciationof safe-
guarded enrichment. The Protocol im-
proves informationandaccess, especially
concerningundeclaredactivities,butisnot
auniversal legalrequirement.

Thereportedtermsdonotimmediately
authorise anenrichmentplant. They first
envisage a study lasting two years. If the
study establishes a commercial case and
Washingtonagrees,americancompanies
could build a facility using a “black box”
modelwithouttransferringtheunderlying
centrifugetechnology.IfWashingtonrejects
enrichment, riyadh would reportedly
undertake for 10 yearsnot to enrich inde-
pendentlyorthroughanothersupplier.The
questionisdeferred,notdecided.

Saudiarabiahasacredibleciviliancase
for nuclear power. nuclear power could
conserveoilforexportandcomplementre-
newables. riyadh links domestic enrich-
ment to fuelcycleautonomy,uraniumde-
velopment and industrial capability.
Domesticenrichmentwouldnotcreatean
independentfuelcycle.nomiddleeastern
commercialplantfabricatespowerreactor

fuelassemblies.enricheduraniumwould
thereforegoabroadtobecomereactorfuel
unlessriyadhlaterbuiltsuchaplant.This
limits the autonomy enrichmentwould
providewithoutremovingtheproliferation
concernattachedtocentrifuges.

Five of the 31 states operatingnuclear
powerreactorslackanadditionalProtocol
inforce:argentina,Belarus,Brazil,Iranand
Pakistan. Belarus has signed one but not
brought it into force. Iranhasunresolved
safeguards issues andPakistan is outside
thenPT. argentina andBrazil combine
IaeasafeguardswiththeBrazilian-argen-
tineagencyforaccountingandControlof
nuclearmaterials. Brazil enriches at re-
sende;argentinaretainspilotandresearch
enrichmentcapabilities.

asaninternationalcivilservantwiththe
Iaea,IaccompaniedDirectorGeneralmo-
hamedelBaradei toresende.Brazil owns
itscentrifugetechnologyandshieldsparts
of its cascade design, while Iaea and
aBaCC inspectors verifymaterial flows,
samples and output. The reported Saudi
modelwouldnottransferthesupplier’scen-
trifuge technology to thehost. In thatnar-
row respect, it would bemore restrictive
thanresende.Itwouldnoteliminateoper-
ational learning.resende taughtme to re-
sistbothalarmismandcomplacency.

any enrichment arrangement should
combine Iaeamaterial accountancyand
inspectoraccesswithbilaterallimitsonen-
richment, technologycontrols andconse-
quences for breach. The Iaeahas said it
awaits a formal request to undertake the
proposed verification. any bespoke ar-
rangementwould then go to its board of
governors for approval. US participation
wouldaddconsent rights, export controls
and congressional scrutiny.american re-
fusalwouldnotnecessarily endSaudinu-
clear plans. riyadhcould turn to another
supplierofferingWashingtonlessvisibility
andleverage.IranandIsraelwillshapehow
anySaudiprogrammeisread.Saudileaders
have linked their nuclear choices to Iran,
makingverificationessential.amiddleeast
nuclearWeaponFreeZone remainsadis-
tant prospect. The 1988 India-Pakistan
agreement offers amodest precedent for
protectingnuclearinstallationsfromattack,
butaGulfequivalentremainsunlikely.

Indiashouldsupportaccesstopeaceful
nuclear technology, insist on verification
that candetectmisuse and reserve judge-
mentonenrichmentuntilthestudyiscom-
pleteandanygoverningtermsarepublic.

Theworldgains little by treatingSaudi
nuclear power as aweapons programme
simplybecauseenrichmentremainsunre-
solved.Whatmattersiswhethertheagree-
mentlimitsthespreadofsensitivetechnol-
ogyandenablesearlydetectionofdiversion
ofsafeguardednuclearmaterial.aSaudire-
actorisnotaSaudibomb.

Thewriter is formerpermanent
representativeof India to theUN,anddean,
KautilyaSchoolofPublicPolicy,Hyderabad

it’sarecipefor
nuclearproliferation

C
UrrenT US policies seem
tailored to engender anuclear
arms race in themiddle east.
Donald Trump recently ap-
proved an agreement with

Saudi arabia (KSa) nominally for the
transferofnuclearenergytechnologies,but
one that notably lacked the types of safe-
guards against non-proliferation that the
USnormallyattaches to suchagreements.
Therehas thusbeenunease that there are
nocontrols inplacepreventingKSa from
enrichingfissilematerials,especiallyinlight
ofreportsthatKSahasannounceditwould
matchIran’snuclearprogramme.

Does thePresidentknowabout theap-
parent deficiencies in this agreement re-
gardingnon-proliferationsafeguards?Part
of thedifficulty inansweringthisquestion
is that this administration famously
eschews thosewith technical or scientific
expertise.TheUSSecretaryofenergy,who
signedtheagreementwithKSa,isaformer
oilexecutiveandmajordonortotherepub-
licanPartywithnoknownexpertiseinnon-
proliferationissues.Thisisinsharpcontrast
toBarackObama’sSecretaryofenergy,who
helpednegotiate the Irannucleardeal.he
was anuclear physicist andaprofessor at
mITbeforebeingappointedtothecabinet.
meanwhile,Trumphasnothadanambas-
sadorinriyadhsincehereturnedtooffice.

The US-Israeli war on Iran, too,
threatenstoincreaseproliferationinthere-
gion. Itmusthavedawnedon the current
leaders inTehran that itwas ablunder for
their late SupremeLeader,aliKhamenei,
nottoorderthebuildingofanucleararsenal
withallduehaste.Instead,heauthorisedan
agreementwiththeObamaadministration
thatlimitedIran’senrichmentandincluded
arigorousinspectionsregimebytheInter-
national atomicenergyagency. Iran re-
mained in compliance, puttingwhatever
nuclearambitionsitmayhavehadonhold,
only to see Trump withdraw from that
agreementduringhisfirstterm.Then,with-
out anycredible imminent threat, Trump
undertook a bombing campaign in June
2025andamorecomprehensivewarinFeb-
ruary2026,whichisstillongoing.

This situation is in sharpcontrastwith
Trump’s treatment ofnorthKorea’s Kim
JongUn,who sits atop anuclear arsenal
amassed in violationof thenuclearnon-
ProliferationTreaty.Trumpmetrepeatedly
withKim inhis first termandnevermen-
tions north Korea now. Themessage is
clear:Ifyouwantrespect,buildabomb.

Leaders in othermiddleeastern capi-
tals arenodoubt also takingnote. Israel is
currently the only country in themiddle

east known to be a nuclear-armed state,
andithasbeenforatleast40years,having
developeditsnuclearcapabilitiesincollab-
orationwithapartheid-eraSouthafrica.So
longas theUSprovided the securityguar-
antees for alliedmiddle eastern states,
those states could be relatively sanguine
aboutIsrael’snucleararsenal.Butsincethe
beginning ofTrump’s second term, Israel
hasattackedatleastsevencountriesinthe
region, including Qatar, which houses
america’slargestairbaseintheregion.The
UShasnotutteredapeep.

egyptandTurkeymaywellcometothe
sameconclusionasSaudiarabiaandIran.
To safeguard against Israel, america, or
other regional players, the safest bet is to
adoptthenuclearoption.TheUaealready
reliesonnuclearenergyfor25percentofits
electrical grid. Jordanhas significantura-
niumdepositsandcertainlywouldnotneed
to rely on any outside power. even Iraq,
whichdenouncedtheacquisitionofWmDs
in its current constitution in lightof its ex-
ecrable history of using poison gas on its
own Kurdish citizens as well as Iranian
forces during the Iran-IraqWar, could re-
consider if the entire regionbegins to ex-
plorethenuclearoption.

Trump did, in the end, have second
thoughts. The day after announcing the
US-Saudi nuclear agreement, he an-
nouncedhewouldonlyhonourtheagree-
ment if KSa normalisedwith Israel. no
doubt Benjaminnetanyahu had some-
thing to dowith it. Thismeans the Saudi
dealisstalledfortheforeseeablefuture.Be-
forehamas’sOctober 7 terrorist attack, it
had beennetanyahu, not KSa,whowas
dragging his feet on normalisation. and
after Israel’s response—whichaUncom-
missioncharacterisedasgenocideinGaza
—sinceOctober 7, KSa likely cannotnor-
malisewithIsraelfortheforeseeablefuture
duetodomesticconsiderationsandtheex-
tremeunlikelihoodof Israel recognisinga
Palestinianstateanytimesoon.Butthatwill
not necessarily delayKSa’snuclear ambi-
tions, whatever theymay be. russia or
Chinawill bewilling to fill the voidon the
theorytheyaremerelytransferringenergy
technology—as theUShas claimed.and
ifthosestatesaretooqueasytoprovidethe
necessary resources, perhaps Pakistan,
which has just signed amutual defence
treatywithKSa,mightstepin.

Some security specialists have argued
thatnuclearproliferationmakestheworld
saferbecausenuclear-armedstatesareless
likely to go towarwith one another. IfUS
policyremainsonthepathTrumphasset,
thattheorymaybetestedinthenot-distant
future.Given thehistoryof conflict in the
middleeast in the last century,onecanbe
forgivenforviewingtheseprognostications
withtrepidation.

Thewriter is foundingdirector
of theCentre for theStudy

of theMiddleEastat Indiana
University,Bloomington

Letterstotheeditor

Paperleaklaw
The34-DaY impasseoverpaper
leaks reveals that governancehas
degenerated into reactivedamage
control (‘Law is in, lawmakers
should speak for young’, IE, July 30).
While it is valuable tohave the
expert opinionsof stalwarts suchas
Kradhakrishnanandnandannile-
kani, their insights aremeaningless
without effective administrative
execution. Parliamentmust activate
its owndepartment-related stand-
ing committees. These committees
shouldmeet regularly, audit thead-
ministrativemachinery, and rigor-
ously enforce accountability. Law-
makersmust lookbeyond
expanding the statutebook; true
statecraft lies inusingexistingpar-
liamentaryoversight to ensure that
vital institutional reformsdonot re-
main trappedonpaper.

KrishanKumarChugh,NewDelhi

ThePaSSaGeof thePublicexamin-
ationsamendmentBillmarksa turn-
ingpoint inhowIndia responds to
youth-leddemands for fairnessand
accountability (‘Lawis in, lawmakers
shouldspeak foryoung’, IE, July30).
Thestudents’protestswerenotacts
ofdefiancebutcalls fordignityand
trust in institutions.Parliamentmust
nowtranslate thismomentuminto
deeper reformsthatmakeeducation
more transparentandemployment

moremeaningful.Theyoungarenot
asking for sympathy; theyareasking
for sincerity. If lawmakers listenwith
empathyandactwithcourage, they
canrebuild faith indemocracy itself.
Ignoring thismomentwouldmean
silencing theveryvoices thatwillde-
fine its future.

BabuCrishna,Bengaluru

RogueAi
aSWehave seen in science fiction
filmsandstories, andnow in some
research,whenwegiveaI a task, it
treats that task as its solepurpose,
neglecting everythingelse, includ-
ing theethics andguardrailswe
haveput inplace (‘DidOpenaI's
agent go “rogue”?answer lies out of
thebox’, IE, July 29).humans,how-
ever, understandcaution, fear, emo-
tion, pain, anddoubt, andcan recog-
nisewhenanorder shouldnotbe
followed.Whatdistinguishes
humans fromaI is self-doubt and
theability toquestion theperson
giving theorders, to recognise that
not everything canor shouldbe
done, and toaccept ourown limita-
tions.evenwhenanaImodel is very
small, it rarely acknowledges that it
doesnot knowsomething. Instead,
itmayhallucinate, look for
shortcuts, exploit loopholes, or at-
tempt actions that shouldnotbe
taken in the first place.

ManasTiwari,viaemail

IllustratIon:CrsasIkuMar

DharmenDraPraDhanhas resigned.
Thestudentshaveprevailed.Themovement
achievedwhatwasinitiallythoughttobeim-
possible.Theprotestorsmayhavedispersed,
buttheirimageswill linger.

a youngwomanprotestor standswith
her armsoutstretched in aprotective ges-
ture,instinctivelyshieldingfellowstudents.
Sheisn'tposturingforthecamera;sheispo-
sitioningherself to protect. elsewhere, on
one side, is the statewrapped in armour,
carryingashieldandbaton,wearingablue
helmetandtheauthorityof law.Ontheop-
positesidestandsafemalestudent.nohel-
met,noarmour,noweapon.Onlyabluedu-
pattawrappedaroundherfaceandaraised
handthatseemstoask,“Isthiswhatdemoc-
racyhas come to?” In adifferent setting, a

youngwoman is standing aloneona rain-
soaked street. She stops thepolice vehicle
toweringoverherwithonehandonthecold
metalandtheotherplacedonherwaist.

Feministmovementsacrosstheglobeare
fighting against the exclusion of women
frompublicspaces,discourses,andprotests.
This studentprotestwasdifferent. Female
protestors,insteadofcomingacrossasmar-
ginalisedvictims,emergedasthevanguard.
Theysubvertedandtransformedthehistori-
cal insult of weakness, embedded in the
idiom“fightlikeagirl”.Theimagesofmod-
ern youngwomen standing against barri-
cadesorblockingpolicevehiclesdonotexist
inahistoricalvacuum.Longbeforefeminist
theory gave them the language to critique
patriarchy, Indianwomenwerealready re-
writingitsassumptionsthroughtheirlives.

SavitridefeatedYamanotthroughphysi-
calforce,butthroughmoralcourageandin-
tellectualbrilliance.Draupadiresistedquiet
submission andpublic humiliation in the

Kaurava court by asking a question that
shookthelegitimacyofpoweritself:Coulda
manwhohadalreadygambledawayhisown
freedomcontinue to claimownershipover
hiswife? Savitribai Phulewalkedwithun-
yieldingresolveeverymorningtoIndia’sfirst
school for girls, enduring stones,mud, and
cow dung hurled at her. aruna asaf ali
foughtcolonialrule,wentunderground,and
hoisted thenational flag in 1942during the
Quit Indiamovement. Thesewomen are
connectedbyasinglethread.eachrejected
silence, passivity, and victimhood. They
fought against injustice, but theywerenot
attempting to “fight likemen”. Theywere
feminisingtheverymeaningofvalour.

Contemporarystudentprotests reveala
radicallinguisticdeparturefromhowbrave
womenhavebeen traditionallyhonoured.
WhenthelegendarypoetSubhadraKumari
Chauhanpennedher immortal tribute to
raniLakshmiBai’sunparalleledbravado—
“Khoobladimardani,wotoJhansiwaliRani

thi”— she had to call rani Lakshmi Bai
“mardani”, “like a man”. Today, young
womenstandbefore thepowerof the state
intheirdupattas,spectacles,andbackpacks
—unapologetically female, fiercelyprotec-
tive,andabsolutelydefiant.Beforethepan-
Indiaorganiceruptionofthestudentprotest,
this linguistic reclamationfoundamodern
legislative vocabulary inPriyankaGandhi
Vadra'scampaignanthemforthe2022Uttar
Pradeshassembly elections—LadkiHun,
LadSaktiHun.When,onthestreetsand in
Parliament,womenchampiontherightsof
thestudentcommunity,questiontheirsys-
tematicbetrayalbyinstitutionalpaperleaks
and brutal police lathi charges, and chal-
lengetheextremeapathyofthegovernment,
theyprovethat to“fight likeagirl” isnotan
antithesis,butasynonymofcourage.

Thewriter isnational spokesperson,
Congress,andformerpresidentof the

DelhiUniversityStudentsUnion

Theyfought likegirls.Andwon
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Fauci invokes the5thAmendment
inSenatecommitteehearing

DrAnthonyFaucionWednesday
repeatedlyinvokedtheFifthAmendment
anddeclinedtoanswerdozensof
questionsfromsenatorsinarepublican-
ledcommitteehearingabouthishandling
oftheCoVID-19pandemic.thoughhere-
ceivedapardoninearly2025fromDemo-
craticPresidentJoeBiden,somerepubli-
canspursuingacampaignforhisarrest
suggestedhecouldstill facechargesfor
perjurycommittedduringthehearing.AP

l FounD InsIDe A teA cRAte bRIcKeD Into A seALeD FIRePLAce; LAte RetuRn FIneWouLD be ARounD $19500, ALLoWIng FoR InFLAtIon

Overduefor150years,bookfinallyreturnstoAustralianlibrary
Rodmcguirk
Melbourne,July30

An AUSTRAlIAn public li-
brary has had a book returned
anestimated150years lateand
hasnowayoftrackingdownthe
errantborrower,alibrariansaid
onThursday.

The book Antiquities of
Athens, published in 1858,was
returned to the library in the
seasidetownofKiamalastweek
byamanwhohadfounditdur-
ingrecenthomerenovationsin-
side a tea crate bricked into a
sealedfireplace,Kiamalibrary
managerMichelleHudsonsaid.

“We’ve never had anything
thatoldcomebacktous,”Hud-
sonsaid.

“I follow lots of libraries on
socialmediaandoftenyou’llget
things that aremaybe 30or 40
yearsoldwhenthey’recleaning
out estates and stuff like that,”
sheadded.

Thebook’sfinderdidnotim-
mediately respond toTheAs-
sociatedPress’srequestforcom-
ment.Thelatereturnfinewould
be around 28,000 Australian
dollars($19,500),allowingforin-
flation,Hudsonsaid.

Thatwas calculated on the
britishthreepence-a-weekover-
due fee thatwasprintedon the
inside cover of the book, along
with a list of rules that applied
whenthelibraryopenedin1872.

butHudson said therewas
nowayof tracing the final bor-

rower who had accrued the
debt. The library journal from
the 1870s that recorded who

borrowedabookandwhenhad
been lost.

“Unfortunately, we have a

missinglink.There’snothingin
thebookthattellsuswhothelast
borrowerwas,”Hudsonsaid.

library rules in the 1870s
stated that a bookhad tobe re-
turnedandanoverduedebtpaid
before another book could be
borrowed. “Maybe that’s why
they never returned it to us,”
Hudsonsaid.

Antiquated rules of theday
included thatup to threebooks
could be borrowed by house-
holds in which at least six
members were “known to be
able to read.” Proof of reading
ability is no longer required to
usetoday’slibrary.

In the1870s,bookswerenot
lenttopeoplewhoarrivedatthe
library in a “state of intoxica-

tion.” library users are now
asked to leave if their behavior
impactsothers,buttherulesare
notspecificaboutintoxication.

The book, which has some
water damage from its years
under a chimney, wasmarked
asno. 506 in the library’s orig-
inal collectionof around 1,000
books,Hudsonsaid.

She expects the book was
lostwithina fewyearsof the li-
braryopening.

The returned book will be
displayed in the library’s local
historycollection.

“We’re not going to allow it
to go back out again.We don’t
want towait another 150 years
for this book to be returned,”
Hudsonsaid.AP

LibrarymanagerMichelleHudsonholdsAntiquitiesofAthensafter
its return; the library-stampedpage fromthebook. AP

AnthonyFauci at
thehearingon
Wednesday. FILe

IRGC ClAImS IT STRuCku.S. ASSeTS In JoRdAn& kuWAIT; u.S. SAYS IT hIT GuARdS’ hQ&dRone fACIlITIeS RuSSIA-ukRAIneWAR

Rescuersworkat the siteof houseshit byaRussianmissile strike in
Dnipropetrovsk regionofukraineonthursday. ReuteRs

Reuters
Beirut,Riyadh,July30

AS THE Iran war escalates
again,GulfArabstatesarelook-
ingtoChina-notWashington-
to use its economic leverage
over Iran to open up the Strait
ofHormuzandRedSea,testing
howfarbeijingisableandwill-
ing topressuriseTehran.

The Gulf push for a bigger
Chineserole isdrivenbygrow-
ing frustration, Gulf
sources say. The war
launchedwithUS-Israeli
attacksonIranonFebru-
ary 28 has hurt their re-
gional foe but also re-
strictedtheirvitalenergy
exportsand,tovaryingdegrees,
put theminthe firing line.

With Iran and its allies
threateningthebabel-Mandeb
waterwayintheRedSeaaswell
as Hormuz, Gulf states have
soughtbeijing'shelp,conscious
thatthewarhasexposedtheli-
mits ofAmericanpower, three
regional sourcessay.

China's Foreign Minister
Wang Yi has held dozens of
calls and meetings with
counterparts seeking a new
ceasefire, while special envoy
Zhai Junhasheld talks inGulf
Arabcapitalsaswell as Iran.

“China has maintained
close communicationwith all
parties, and has consistently
workedtostopthefightingand

promote peace,” its foreign
ministry said in response to a
request forcomment.

China’s position as both a
major buyer of oil from across
theGulfandIran'sbiggesttrad-
ingpartnerpresentsopportun-
itiesbutalsosensitivities.

“There’s huge respect be-
tween theGulf andChina and
theyareabigtradingpartner,so
anyissueisraisedinaveryquiet
manner,”oneGulfsourcesaid.

Iran says it will
maintain control over
the Strait of Hormuz,
noting it was attacked
during negotiations
over the nuclear pro-
gramme theUS and Is-

raelhavevowedtodestroy.
Gulf governments ulti-

mately hope that beijing will
steer Tehran toward a negoti-
ated settlement, said the
source,addingthatChinaoften
moves slowly and cautiously.
but they are aware that a pro-
longed war may also serve
China’sinterestbypilingpress-
ureontheUnitedStates.

China has developed close
tradeand investment tieswith
the six states in theGulf Coop-
eration Council - bahrain, Ku-
wait, oman, Qatar, Saudi Ara-
bia and the United Arab
Emirates - since a Gulf-China
summit in2022.Anothersum-
mit is planned this year in
Riyadhbutnotyetconfirmed.

Can China restrain
Iran? Gulf states test
Beijing’s influence

E.

PressTrustof India
Islamabad,July30

TEnSIonSPREVAIlEDinRa-
walkotregioninPakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir (PoK) on Thurs-
day as clashes continued
betweensecurityforcesandthe
banned Joint Awami Action
Committee (JAAC).

The tensions, which have
claimedseverallivesthisweek,
coincidewithongoingregional
elections in PoK,with demon-
strators affiliated with JAAC
determined tomarch towards
Muzaffarabad to press Islama-
badtoaccept theirdemands.

TheJAACisacollectiveofac-

tivist groupswhichhave been
staging demonstrations for
nearly twomonthsover 12con-
tentious seats of the so-called
legislativeassemblyinPoK.

It alleges that the establish-
mentmanoeuvrestheseseatsto
install a primeminister of its
choosing.

InPoK,clashesbetweense-
curity forces and protesters
haveintensifiedsinceMonday,
especiallyinRawalkotandMir-
pur,which reportedly resulted
inmaximumcasualties.

According to the JAAC, at
least 37men lost their lives in
theclashes.

“The number of those in-

juredremainsunknown.Amid
heavygunfire,ourpeoplehave
continued to stand peacefully

andunarmed.Godwilling,our
peaceful struggle against op-
pressionandinjusticewillcon-

tinue,” it said inastatement.
However, thePakistangov-

ernment denied any death of
civilianssayingmilitantsofthe
banned Tehrik-e Taliban are
present among the protesters
and crackdown against them
will continue.

“Wewill not talk to thepro-
testers and law will take its
course,”PakistanStateMinister
forInteriorAffairsTalalChaud-
harysaid.

Amnesty International and
theHumanRightsCommission
ofPakistanhaveexpressedcon-
cernsoverreportsofviolencein
the region, callingon theauth-
orities toprobethe incidents.

TensiongripsPoKasclashescontinueamidelections

AssociatedPress
Kyiv,July30

A RUSSIAn ballistic missile
and drone barrage across
Ukraine overnight killed at
least 10 civilians, including
children, and injured more
than 50 others, officials said
Thursday, and nATo
scrambled its warplanes after
one of themissiles crossed the
country’s western border into
Poland.

TheblitzexpandedRussia’s
almost daily bombardment of
Ukrainiancities, including the
capital of Kyiv where tens of
thousandsspentthenightshel-
tering in subway stations, as
Moscow apparently looked to
exploit Kyiv’s critical shortage
ofWestern-supplied anti-bal-
listicmissiledefenses.

nATo said a Russianmis-
sileenteredPolishairspacedur-
ingtheonslaughtandlandedin
a rural area. It caused no in-
juries or damage but could
deepen tensions between the
military alliance andMoscow,
as wary European countries

fear the 4-year-old war could
spill into their territory.

nATo Secretary-General
Mark Rutte called it “yet
another reckless act byRussia
and a dangerous consequence
of itswaragainstUkraine.”

PolishPrimeMinisterDon-
aldTusksaiditwas“averyseri-
ousincident,”butadded:“There
areabsolutelynoreasons tobe-
lievethatPolandwasthetarget.”

Russia’sbarragestruckareas
ofUkrainewhereweapons are
believedtobestoredandmanu-
factured.Ukrainianlong-range
drones andmissiles have bat-
teredRussia’soilsector,causing
afuelcrisis.

“Given the critical shortage
ofairdefensemissilesfromour
partners, our warriors are ac-
complishing truly incredible
things, demonstrating a very
high level of professionalism,”
Zelenskyysaidonsocialmedia.

“This Russian terror once
again proves that protection
against the Russian missile
threat is the most important
taskwhenitcomestosavingthe
livesofourpeople,”hesaid.

Russianattackskill
10;NATOscrambles
jetsafteramissile
landsinPoland

People rally in support ofPoKprotestorsduringademonstration
in IslamabadonWednesday. ReuteRs

Reuters
Dubai,July30

ADRonEstrike on gas vessels
inEgypt'sMediterraneanportof
Damietta signalled a potential
new front in the US-Iranwar,
raisingtheprospectofthreatsto
navigation through the Suez
Canal,oneofthelastremaining
exportroutesforSaudioil.

Egypt's cabinet said on
Thursday that an initial inves-
tigation foundanunidentified
drone caused a fire on two
vessels at Damietta port on
Wednesday. The port lies near
theSuezCanal,whichlinksthe
MediterraneanandRedSeas.

no group has claimed re-
sponsibility, the cabinet said.
Sources said the drone hit US-
ownedgasstoragetankerEner-
gosWinter, causing a fire that
spreadtoasecondvessel.

overnight, the USmilitary
saiditstruckIran’sRevolution-
aryGuards’militarycommand
centres and drone facilities
after Tehran fired at US forces
in theregion.

Iranian statemedia, quot-
ing theGuards, saidUS strikes
killed three civilians and
wounded two children on
Qeshm Island, while three
Guardsmemberswerekilledin
Zanjanprovince.

The Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps said it struck the
Azraqmilitary base in Jordan
in response, attackingUS F-35

fighterjets.TheUSmilitaryde-
niedthis,sayingnoaircrafthad
beendestroyedordamaged.

“All missiles and drones
were intercepted, or failed to
reach targeted areas,” Central
Command said. US bases in
Jordanhavelatelybecomepri-
mary Iranian targets. Jordan’s
armed forces said earlier on
Thursdaytheyhadintercepted
five Iranianmissiles.

The Guards also struck US
assets at Ali Al SalemAir base
in Kuwait, according to Iran's

Tasnimnewsagency.
An Iranian attack hit a

building owned by a Chinese
company in northern Kuwait,
killing aworker and inflicting
significant damage, Kuwait's
DefenceMinistrysaid.

In a first in the five-month
war, Saudi Arabia onWednes-
day publicly joined
strikesalongsideUSforces,tar-
geting Iran-aligned groups in
eastern Iraq, in retaliation for
drone attacks on Saudi oil tar-
gets launchedfromIraq.

AnotherIran-alignedgroup,
Yemen's Houthis, carried out
the attacks on Saudi Arabia
fromIraqiterritoryincoordina-
tionwith Iraqi groups, accord-
ing to assessments by Saudi
Arabiaandregionalpartners.

ThelateststrikesinIraqand
Egyptthreatenedtodrawmore
West Asian countries into the
conflict after theHouthimili-
tantsdeclaredanavalblockade
last week on Saudi Arabia,
threateningthealternativeRed
Searoute for itsoil toAsia.

DronestrikenearSuezCanal
raisesmoresecuritythreats

Reuters
Cairo,July30

TAlKSbETWEEnmediators
andHamas leaders inCairo on
implementing aUS-brokered
Gazapeaceplanhavemaderare
progress,sourcesclosetotheef-
fort saidonThursday,although
an Israeli official saidproposed
termswerenotsatisfactory.Ear-
lier, Israeli strikes killedat least
sixPalestinians inGaza Thurs-
day,includingtwochildren.

AHamasofficialandadiplo-
matclose to theCairo talks said
discussionswere“positive”and
“makingprogress”.

Theofficialsaidtheprogress
would be tested by Israel's re-
sponseandwhetherthisallowed
a broad accord to be reached.
However,theIsraeliofficial,who
declinedtobeidentified,saidIs-
raelhadrejectedaproposal.

“Israel demands complete
disarmamentofHamas,includ-
ingtheremovalofweaponsfrom
Gazaandcompletedemilitariza-
tionoftheStripasaprecondition
foranyprocess,”theofficialsaid.

“The 15-point document in
questiondoesnotprovideasat-
isfactory response to these de-
mands and Israel conveyed its
objections.”

Reuters
Bordeaux,Madrid,Athens,
July23

FRAnCE, SPAIn and Greece
battled major wildfires on
Thursday,with Spainbringing
one blaze under control but
facing new threats as intense
heat,dryvegetationandpower-
fulwindskeptmuchofsouthern
Europeonalert.

Spanish Prime Minister
PedroSanchezdowngradedthe
emergencylevel foramajor fire
on theborder betweenMadrid
andCastillayleon,butwarned
thedangerhadnotpassedasat
least10otherblazescausedcon-
cernacrossthecountry.

In France, twopeoplewere
arrestedonsuspicionofarsonas
crewscontainedavast firenear
bordeaux,while fires inGreece
killed three firefighters and
forced tourists and residents to
fleepartsofCrete,somebyboat.

“Webarelymadeit...wewere
runningandthefirewasbehind
us, chasingus,” saidliaGalata,
aGreekseasonaltourismworker
who foundshelter in an indoor
gymandhadtobeevacuatedby
boat as ablaze tore through the
hillsabovearesortonCrete late
Wednesday.

“We have difficult days
aheadofus,”GreekPrimeMin-
isterKyriakosMitsotakissaid.

Emergencycrewshavefaced
barely a pause between heat-
waves and fire fronts this
summeracross an increasingly
tinder-dryEurope, theworld's
fastest-warmingcontinent.

In eastern England, fire-
fighterswere tackling a signifi-
cantwildfireatDunwichHeath,
prompting the evacuation of
about 200 caravans from the
area, a significant biodiversity
site.SuffolkFireandRescueSer-
vice called the blaze one of
themostchallengingincidents.

WildfiresrageacrossEuropeevenas
FranceandSpainseesomerespite

YubarajGhimire
Kathmandu,July30

nEPAlPRIMEMinisterbalen-
dra Shah promised stringent
andeffectivemeasures against
thoseresponsibleforriotingand
clashesinpartsofeasternnepal.

Inasix-minutetelevisedad-
dress to the nation, he said in-
vestigation has already begun
into the violence that erupted
in Sundari district and spread
to other areas, and no one
foundguiltywouldbespared.

ThePMsaidnepal’sconsti-
tution guarantees equal rights
to all citizens to pursue and
practise all religions and the
government is determined to
protect those rights. “no re-
ligion preaches hatred and in-
tolerance,”headded.

Shahcameunderfiercecriti-

cism forhis continuedabsence
inParliamentevenasdeathtoll
rosetothreeincontinuingcom-
munalclashessinceMonday.

Shah and Home Minister
SudhanGurungwere both ab-
sentintheHouseasopposition
membersdemanded that they
comeandexplainthesituation
in curfew-hit Sunsari and Si-
raha districts in easternnepal
where the army is deployed to
restore lawandorder.

Thesituation in the twodis-
trictsflareduponThursdayasa
15-year-oldboy,GaneshYadav,
died inGolbazar area of Siraha
districtasprotestorsindulgedin
arson, burned down a few
housesandattackedashopping
mall. They were demanding
sternactionagainst theculprits
whoattacked “pilgrims” in ad-
joiningSunsariMondaynight.

Tollnowthreeasclashes
spreadinNepal’sTarai;
BalenvowssternactionClooneyfamily

forcedtoflee
‘beautifulhome’
Paris:GeorgeClooneyhas said
his family has been forced to
evacuate their home in south-
eastern France as a wildfire
burned nearby, his agent said
Thursday. TheHollywood star
behind theOcean’sEleven fran-
chise andother filmsmade the
statement in a letter to Didier
bremond,mayor of brignoles,
publicistGuidoGotzsaid.

“Atthispointwehavenoidea
whether our beautiful home
makes it through this terrible
moment”... AmalandIarecom-
mittedtomakingsurethatwhat-
ever happens to our village”
Clooneywrote, referring tohis
wifeAmal. ReuteRs

Gaza truce talks
see rare progress
even as Israeli
airstrikes kill six

Reuters
July30

AUSgovernmentmapofAfrica
mislabeled every country dur-
ingaStateDepartmentpresen-
tationataglobalconferencetak-
ing place in brazil this week,
causinga stir amongattendees
who took screenshots and
postedthemonline.

Reutersviewedavideoofthe
presentationgivenat theAIDS
2026 conference in Rio de Ja-
neiro, which shows the errant
mapdisplayedhalfwayduringa
presentationaboutStateDepart-
ment’snewhealthagreements.

AReutersanalysisfoundthe
imageofthemap inthepresen-
tation contained anAIwater-
mark signalling it was made

withopenAI tools. The com-
panysaiditwasprobingreport.

TheStateDepartmentsaidit
took“fullresponsibility”forcon-
fusioncausedandthatthemap
had been produced by a team
memberwhohastily changed
theslidedeckbeforetheevent.

The map showed nigeria,
wheretheUScurrentlyhassev-
eralhundredtroopsdeployed,as
landlockedintheSaharaDesert.
Mozambique,whichisinsouth-
easternAfrica,was relocated to
HornofAfrica,whileIvoryCoast
inWestAfricawasplacedonthe
othersideofthecontinent.

Inastatement, theStateDe-
partment said: “We take full re-
sponsibility for the confusion...
it caused for attendees, includ-
ingourAfricanpartners.”

USgovtmapofAfricamislabels
everycountryatglobalmeet

Reuters
Moscow,July30

RUSSIAn bIllIonAIRE Val-
ery Kustov, executives of his
Efko company and a govern-
ment official responsible for
drone development have all
beendetained inamajor fraud
investigation, news outlets re-
portedonThursday.

Kustov is the founder, con-
trollingshareholderandboard
chairman of Efko, which is ac-
tiveindroneproductionaswell
as being Russia’s leading sun-
floweroilproducer.

Three other Efko officials
were also detained, according
to the reports by Interfaxnews
agency and others. The trade
and industry ministry con-

firmedthedetentionofAllaPo-
lovchenya, deputy head of its
departmentofunmannedsys-
temsandrobotics.

Mash, a newsoutlet known
foritssourcesinRussianlawen-
forcement,saidtheEfkoofficials
were suspectedof covertlypur-
chasingdronesfromChinaand
passing themoff as company’s
ownproprietarydevelopment.

Efko in a statement ex-
pressedsupportforitsdetained
employeesandurgedpeopleto
refrain fromspeculation.

TheEfkogrouphasbeenin-
volvedwith drones since 2021
throughaventurecalledFuture
Transportthatdescribesitselfas
“a leader in the development
and production of unmanned
aerialvehicles inRussia.”

Palestiniansmournatthefuneral
ofpeoplekilledinIsraelistrikesin
KhanYounisonthursday.ReuteRs

Ascreengrabofasocialmediavideoshowssmokerisingafterus
strikesonAhvazcity in Iran’sKhuzestanprovinceonthursday. ReuteRs

Russia detains billionaire, govt
official in drone fraud probe

Riyadh:SaudiArabiaThursday
unveiled plans for amultina-
tionalmaritimedefence coali-
tionaimedatprotectinginterna-
tional shipping and energy
supplyroutesinRedSea afterat-
tacks byYemen’s Iran-aligned
Houthisdisruptedoneofworld’s
busiesttradecorridors.

TheSaudidefenceministry
said representatives from 43
countries and the European
Unionattendedaninternational
meetingthatdiscussedthepro-
posedcoalition,includingSaudi
Arabia serving as its founding
andleadingstateandhostingits
headquarters. ReuteRs

Saudiunveils
planformaritime
defencecoalition

Kolkata
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l anassociationrEprEsEntinG50rEnEwablE EnErGy FirmshassouGht Financial rEliEF ForproJEcts FacinGstrEssduE totransmissionconstraints

Transmissionhurdlespushinggreenenergyprojects intodistress
pratyushdeep
NewDelhi, July30

INDIA’S rAPIDLY expanding
renewable energy sector is
grappling with a major chal-
lenge: transmission con-
straints. Close to 21 gigawatts
(GW), that is about 9% of the
country’s installed renewable
energy capacity, is currently
beingevacuatedthroughtem-
porarygridconnectionswhile
awaiting dedicated trans-
mission infrastructure.

Of this,around12GWfaces
restrictions on power evacu-
ation during periods of peak
solargeneration, exposingde-
veloperstorevenuelossesand
raising concerns over the fi-
nancialviabilityofseveralpro-
jects. Power evacuation is the
process of transferring elec-
tricity generated at a power
plant to the consumption
point.

During the financial year
2025-26 (FY26), around 6,900
gigawatt-hour (GWh) of clean

electricity faced restrictions
due to a mismatch between
the rapid pace of renewable
energy deployment and com-
missioningofassociatedtrans-
mission infrastructure, latest
governmentdata shows.

These projects operate
under Temporary General
Network Access (T-GNA),
a stopgap arrangement for
renewable energy plants
awaitingcommissioningofas-
sociated transmission infra-
structure.

Under the current GNA
framework, inter-state trans-
mission system (ISTS)-con-
nected renewable energy pro-
jects with long-termGNA are
granted firm transmission
evacuationrights.T-GNApro-
jects, however, can schedule
power only if spare trans-
mission capacity is available.
During periods of network
congestion, long-term GNA
projects receivepriority, often
resulting in curtailment of
generation from T-GNA-con-

nectedplants.
Accordingtodevel-

opers, the curtailment
facedbytheseprojects
are as high as 70-80%
of their generating ca-
pacity,posingseriousconcern
on project viability and debt
servicing.

electricity curtailment is
the intentional reduction of
power output fromrenewable
generators.

Financial stress
While renewable

energy sources, such as
solar, enjoy “must-run”
status in India, they can
still be backed down on

grounds of grid security, tech-
nical constraints and trans-
missionbottlenecks.

DuringApril-June, thegrid
operators had to curtail 8,133
GWh of electricity generated
by solar power sources due to

transmission bottlenecks and
tomaintaingridsecurity, latest
governmentdata showed.

Developers are compen-
sated for grid-security-related
backingdown,butcurtailment
causedbytransmissionbottle-
necks— particularly for pro-
jects operating under T-GNA
—has emerged as a key con-
cern, eroding revenues and
threateningproject viability.

OnJuly22, theSustainable
Project Developers Associ-
ation (SPDA), which repre-
sents over 50 leading renew-
ableenergycompanies,wrote
totheMinistryofNewandre-
newableenergy(MNre)seek-
ingfinancial relief forprojects
facing stress due to trans-
mission constraints.

“Atpresent, a largenumber
of renewable energy projects
are experiencing financial
stressprimarilyduetodelaysin
the availability of evacuation
infrastructure, which are out-
sidethecontrolofprojectdevel-
opers,” the letter accessed by

TheIndianExpress read.
“Whiledevelopers continue

to incur interest during con-
struction,commitmentcharges,
IDC,O&Mexpenses andother
fixedcosts,project revenues re-
main deferred until trans-
mission systemsbecomeoper-
ational,”itadded.

The association urged the
MNre to take up the matter
with theMinistry of Finance,
the reserve Bank of India,
and financial institutions to
facilitate financial relief foraf-
fected projects. Among the
measures sought were mora-
torium on repayment of prin-
cipal for the period of trans-
missiondelay, interest-free or
concessionalbridgefinancing
for the affected period, exten-
sionof loanrepayment tenure
without adverse credit impli-
cations, and restructuring of
project debt without down-
grading asset classification,
where appropriate.

FullrEporton
www.indianExprEss.com

around6,900Gwhofcleanelectricity faced restrictionsduring
financial year 2025-26. ReuTeRS
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Vedanta’sQ1
profit jumps,
ArunMisra
namedasCEO
Bengaluru:Indianmetals-
to-oil conglomerate
Vedanta reporteda 72%rise
in consolidatednetprofit
rose atRs 5,473 crore ($572.4
million) for thequarter
endedJune30,helpedby
higherbasemetal prices.
ThecompanyonThursday
namedArunMisra as its
chief executiveofficer for a
one-year termstartingAu-
gust 1.Misra currently
headsVedanta’s subsidiary
HindustanZincandwill
stepdowntoassume the
newrole.rEutErs

Maruti starts
productionat
4thGujaratunit
NewDelhi:MarutiSuzuki
IndiaLtd(MSIL)onThurs-
dayannouncedcommence-
mentofcommercialproduc-
tionatthefourthplantof its
HansalpurfacilityinGuja-
rat.Afterthestartofthe
fourthplantthathasanan-
nualcapacityof2.5 lakh
units, theHansalpurfacil-
ity’stotalannualproduction
capacityhasbeenincreased
to10lakhunitsannually
from7.5lakhunits,MSIL
said.“Thismarksthefirst
timeinSuzuki’shistorythat
thetotalannualproduction
capacityatasinglemanufac-
turingfacilityhasreached1
millionunits,” itsaid.pti

Pilotduty rules
will turnaviation
uncompetitive:
IndiGo’sBhatia
NewDelhi: IndiGoMD
RahulBhatia has called for
a reviewof India’s pilot
flight duty time rules, say-
ing thesenormserode
cockpit productivity,
inflate airline costs and
make the country’s
aviation sector
“uncompetitive” compared
with global peers. “I think
FlightDutyTimeLimita-
tionsneeds a review, and I
think there’s enoughcon-
versationgoingonwith the
government,” Bhatia told
PTI in an interview. pti

GSTNdefers
e-waybill
enhancements
NewDelhi:GSTNetwork
has put onhold two
proposed e-way bill
enhancements after hear-
ing industry feedback on
the proposal. The two en-
hancements thatwere pro-
posed to be implemented
fromAugust 1were the
mandatory capture of the
'Ship-ToGSTIN' inBill to
'Ship-to-transactions',
aimed at improving the
identification of the actual
recipient of goods and
strengthening traceability.
The second enhancement
was the introduction of a
‘voluntary closure’
facility. pti

lBriefly

Vikram-1ofskyrootaerospacescriptedhistorybybecoming the first privatelydeveloped
indian rocket to reach theorbit on July 18. india's space techecosystemhasnow285
companies, and72of themhave receivedequity funding. total equity fundinghas reached
$871millionacross241 rounds through July2026.

noTe:ToTAl&STAgeWISeFunDIngDATAASoFJul24,2026;SouRce:TRAcxn.
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yoyFundingTrendinIndia’sSpaceTechEcosystem(2021-2026yTd)

INdIa’SFIRSTpRIvaTEORbITallauNcHMaRkSaSTRucTuRalMIlESTONE

TOTal
STaRTupS

285
acTIvE

STaRTupS

274
FuNdEd

STaRTupS

72
TOTalEquITy

FuNdING

$871MN
FuNdING
ROuNdS

241

year totaleqUIty
FUndInG($Mn)

nUMBeroF
roUnds

seedstaGe
FUndInG($Mn)

earlystaGe
FUndInG($Mn)

latestaGe
FUndInG($Mn)

2021 43 12 14 30 —

2022 105 24 7 97 —

2023 142 35 15 127 —

2024 72 39 25 47 —

2025 200 53 62 121 17

2026YTD 113 24 16 43 53

GeorgeMathew
Mumbai, July30

INDIA’SDeCADe-long expan-
sioninformalcredithasbrought
millionsof first-timeborrowers
intothebankingsystem,butthe
nextphaseofgrowthcouldbefar
morechallengingas risingcon-
sumer indebtedness, slowing
borrowergrowthandshrinking
participationby first-timebor-
rowersemergeaskeyconcerns,
according to a TransUnion
CIBILstudy.

A big warning sign is the
steady increase in financially
stretchedborrowers.Theshare
of overleveraged consumers
rose threefold — from 5% in
FY17 to 18% in FY24—before
easing marginally to 15% in
FY26 after industry interven-
tion,saystheCIBILreport,Un-
locking Access: Journey of
CreditExpansioninIndia.

The excessive borrowing is
concentrated largely among
youngerconsumers,whohave
also been the fastest-growing
segment of India’s retail credit
market.Anotherconcernisthe
sharp slowdown in the pace of
expansionof active borrowers.
Theproportionof credit-active
consumerswithinthecredit-eli-
giblepopulationalso increased

during this period, from11% in
March 2017 to 28% in March
2026. however, the com-
poundedannualgrowthrateof
thecredit-activeconsumerbase
moderatedfrom14%duringthe
March2017–March2019period
to 9% during March 2024–
March 2026period, suggesting
that the easy gains from finan-
cial inclusionmaybe tapering
off,CIBILsaid.

The pipeline of new bor-
rowersisalsoshrinking.New-to-
Credit (NTC) consumers ac-
counted for 32%of retail loan
originations in 2017 but their
share has fallen to just 13%by
2026.Thisindicatesthatlenders
are increasingly relying on re-
peatborrowersinsteadofexpan-
ding the formal credit net to
householdsthathaveneverbor-
rowedbefore. “Thesenumbers
indicatesignificantopportunity
to both deepen engagement
with those alreadywithin the
creditfold,andtobringnewcon-
sumers into the formal credit
ecosystem,”CIBILsaid.

Thenatureofborrowinghas
also undergone a significant
shift. Consumption credit—in-
cluding personal loans, credit
cardsandconsumerdurablefi-
nance—has emerged as the
dominant segment, with the

share of active borrowershold-
ing such products increasing
from34%to51%overtheperiod.

The study also flags con-
cerns in the commercial lend-
ing ecosystem. Further, the
share of entities that have ac-
cessed commercial credit de-
clined from 50% to 41%, the
credit-activesharedippedfrom
10% to 9% andNTC alsowent
down from 60% to 39% be-
tween quarter ended March
2021andquarter endedMarch
2026.Thisindicatesfurtherca-
pacity to bring eligible enter-

prises andmedium, small and
micro entrepreneurs into for-
malcredit, it said.

Thisalsoshowsthatmillions
ofmicro and small enterprises
continue to remainoutside the
organisedcreditsystemdespite
improvedcreditworthiness.

Geographically, the report
finds that India’s creditmap is
undergoing a structural shift.
UttarPradesh,MadhyaPradesh
andBihar have recorded faster
growth in credit participation
thantraditionalmarketssuchas
Maharashtra andTamilNadu.

While this reflectswidening fi-
nancial inclusion beyond the
country’sestablishedeconomic
centres,italsoplacesgreaterre-
sponsibilityonlenderstomain-
tainunderwriting standards as
lending expands rapidly into
relativelynewermarkets.

The report nevertheless
highlights the remarkable ex-
pansionofformalfinance.The
shareof credit-eligible Indians
who have borrowed at least
oncehasincreasedfrom35%in
2017to74%in2026,whilecredit
monitoring has risen sharply,
pointing to growing financial
awareness.Women borrowers
increasedtheirsharefrom22%
inMarch2017 to30%inMarch
2026, while that of young bor-
rowers rosefrom33%to39%in
thesameperiod.

“What also stands out is
how India’s state-wise credit
heatmap has undergone a
gradual but clear shift. While
the traditionally dominant
states inwest and south India
continue their strong credit
uptake, states in north and
central India have seen a re-
markablerise increditpartici-
pation,”saidBhaveshJain,MD
andCeO,TransUnionCIBIL.

FullrEporton
www.indianExprEss.com

Overleveragedborrowers jump
3x,creditexpansionslows:CIBIL

consUMptIoncredIt, lIke personal loans&credIt cards, has eMerGed as doMInant seGMent

GeorgeMathew
Mumbai, July30

ThereServeBank of India
(rBI) has tighteneddisclosure
normsfordeposit interest rates
while simultaneously giving
banksgreaterflexibilitytoprice
suchdepositsbasedonliquidity
risks,amovethatcomesonthe
heels of hDFC Bank facing
questions over the pricing of
bulkdeposits in theMaharash-
tra State road Development
Corporation(MSrDC)case.

Theinterestratesofferedon
deposits, including bulk de-
posits,shouldbeuniformacross
all branches and for all cus-
tomers and there should beno
discrimination in thematter of
interestpaidonthedeposits,be-
tweenonedeposit andanother
deposit of similar amount, ac-
ceptedonthesamedate,atany
of its offices, therBI saidwhile
amendingtheguidelines.

Under the revised rules,
bankswill now be required to
publishinterestratesapplicable
to all deposits, including bulk
deposits,ontheirwebsitesinad-
vance. Moreimportantly,inter-
est rates forbulkdepositsmust
bedisplayedeverybusinessday
by 10 AM, with a maximum
graceperioduntil10.10AM,the
centralbanksaid.

Theexception
however, a bankwill have

thefreedomtoofferdifferential
interestrateonbulkdeposits,by
consideringthedifferentialrun-
offrateapplicabletodepositsor
unsecuredwholesale funding
under theLCr(liquiditycover-
age ratio) framework, as spec-
ified in the reserve Bank of
India (Commercial Banks –
AssetLiabilityManagement)Di-
rections,2025, therBIsaid.

This will be applicable on
rupeedepositsofnon-residents
as well. If a liquidity crisis oc-
curs, run-off rate is thepropor-
tionof the fund/deposits likely
to leave the bank. The bank

mustholdenoughhighQuality
LiquidAssets (hQLA) like cash
held, government bonds and
central bank reserves, to cover
suchstressedoutflows.

The current run-off rate is
12.5%,including2.5%ofthede-
posits raised through digital
channels.higher run-off rates
increase the bank’s expected
cash outflows, reduce the LCr
(liquidity coverage ratio) ratio
and require the bank to hold
moreliquidassets.

LCr indicates whether a
bankhas enoughhigh-quality
liquidassets.

The central bankonThurs-
day issued thereserveBankof
India (Commercial Banks- In-
terestrateonDeposits)Second
AmendmentDirections, 2026,
whichwillcomeintoeffectfrom
October1,2026.

OnMay 27,The IndianEx-
press reported that the private
sectorlenderhadconductedan
internalvigilanceinvestigation
into interestpaymentsofrs45
crore,“camouflaged”asmarket-
ing expenditure, made to
MSrDC for 2023-24 and 2024-
25. The report further pointed
that the internal investigation
wasorderedonMarch12bythe
Audit Committee of the board,

justsixdaysbeforeAtanuChak-
rabortyabruptlyresignedasthe
bank’spart-timechairman,say-
ing “certain happenings and
practices within the bank are
notincongruencewithmyper-
sonalvaluesandethics”.

The internal audit of the
bank’smarketing department
hadflaggedthesepaymentsand
ratedthedepartment’sperform-
anceas“unsatisfactory”, inves-
tigationbyThe Indianexpress
showed. Thesepaymentswere
disguised as contributions to a
road safety awareness cam-
paignthroughlocalvendors.

ThelatestrBImoveislikely
tomake it harder for banks to
negotiateratesforselectclients
without publicly reflecting
those rates in their published
schedules.

The requirement for daily
disclosures creates a transpar-
ent benchmark againstwhich
deposit pricing can be scruti-
nised by regulators, auditors
anddepositors.

Banks cannowdistinguish
betweencategoriesofwholesale
depositsbasedonhowstickyor
stable they are froma liquidity
managementperspective.

FullrEporton
www.indianExprEss.com

RBI tightens transparency
normsonbulkdeposit rates,
allowsLCR-linkedpricing

lEMERGINGHEadwINdS?

theshareof over-leveraged
consumers has risen threefold,
from5% in FY17 to 18% in FY24,
before easingmarginally to 15% in
FY26after industry intervention,
the report said

theexcessIveborrowing is
concentrated largelyamong
youngerconsumers,whohave
alsobeen the fastest-growingseg-
mentof India’s retail creditmarket

theshareof entities that have
accessedcommercial credit declined from50% to41%

‘Govt to hold
talks with Meta
within a week’
New Delhi: The government
will hold discussions with so-
cialmediamajorMeta onpol-
icy and technical matters
within a week over several
concerns, including the re-
moval of PrimeMinister Nar-
endraModi’sFacebookpost,a
senior government official
said onThursday.

The government has sum-
moned Meta’s public policy
headafterPrimeMinisterNar-
endra Modi’s Facebook post,
on July 23, addressing India’s
youth and promising strin-
gent measures against exam
paper leaks, was briefly re-
stricted by the US-headquar-
tered socialmedia giant.

electronicsandITSecretary
SKrishnansaidthegovernment
hasaskedMetatocomeinatthe
highest level and explain the
issuethatledtotheglitch.pti

sukalpsharma
NewDelhi, July30

ThereISnopressurefromthe
governmentonvehiclemanu-
factures to support e20 petrol
or to hide any facts about the
fuel, theMinistryofPetroleum
andNaturalGas(MoPNG)said
Thursday, rejecting certain
claimsdoingtheroundsonso-
cial media. Amid the public
backlash over e20 fuel — 80
parts petrol and 20parts etha-
nol — the ministry also re-
jected claims that automakers
have privately indicated that
e20 isnotdesirable.

Indiaachieved20%ethanol
blending inpetrol last year and
e20 is the standardpetrol vari-
antavailableacrossthecountry.
There has been a public back-
lash over the e20 fuel, with
claimsrangingfromnotablere-
duction inmileage andengine
component wear and tear in
older vehicles whose engines
were not designed for higher
ethanolblends.

On itspart, thegovernment
hasbeenattemptingtoallayfears,
sayingthatthedropinmileagein
oldervehicleswouldbe3-5%at
most,andwouldbeoutweighed
bythebenefitslikehigheroctane
rating,superioranti-knockchar-
acteristics, faster combustion,
betterpickup,smootheracceler-
ationandcleaner engineoper-
ation.Thegovernmenthasalso
consistentlyrejectedclaimsthat
e20 fuel coulddamageengine
components, sayingthat theex-

tensive testingandfieldvalida-
tionwasdonebeforee20petrol
wasrolledout.

“hadautomobilemanufac-
turersnotbeensatisfiedwiththe
scientificvalidation,theywould
neitherhavecertifiede20-com-
patible vehicles, nor continued
tohonourwarrantyobligations.
Manufacturerscontinuetohon-
ourwarrantiesforvehiclesoper-
ating on specification-com-
pliant e20 fuel because they
haveconfidenceintheextensive
testing that preceded the roll-
out,”theMoPNGsaid.

“India's automobilemanu-
facturersareindependentlisted
companieswith legalandregu-
latory obligations to their cus-
tomers. They cannot conceal
widespreadvehicledefectswith-
outexposingthemselvestowar-
ranty claims, product liability,
regulatory action and serious
reputationaldamage,”itadded.

According to the govern-
ment, vehiclemanufacturers
wouldn’thavehonouredvehicle
warrantiesaftere20rollouthad
theybelieved that the fuelwas
fadingsystemicenginedamage.
Warrantydecisionsarebasedon
engineeringvalidationandfield
experience, not political con-
siderations, itsaid.TheMoPNG
also referred to a July 4 press
conference, in which senior
executivesfromtopautomakers
said that e20was introduced
only after rigorous testing and
extensivevalidation.

FullrEporton
www.indianExprEss.com

Govt: Nopressure on
automakers to back
E20petrol or hide info

enseconomicBureau
NewDelhi, July30

The Free Trade Agreement
(FTA)withtheeuropeanUnion
(eU) has enough safeguards
built-in to cushion the impact
of the Carbon Border Adjust-
mentMechanism (CBAM) on
Indiancompaniesandensures
that theyalsobenefit fromany
futurerelaxationsinthecarbon
taxregime,aseniorofficialsaid
Thursday.

“CBAM (carbon border ad-
justmentmechanism) took a
lot of negotiating capital…In

the text, there isa separateAn-
nexureondealingwithCBAM.
The first pillar is that in caseof
flexibility in future (inCBAM),
thatwill be available to India,”
additional secretary in theDe-
partmentofCommerceDarpan
Jain said at Indo-German
ChamberofCommerce (IGCC)
IndustryDialogue.

JainalsoistheChiefnegoti-
atorof India-eUFTA.

CBAM compliances are a
concern among Small and
Mediumenterprises in terms
ofverification,intermsoffind-
ingoutwhatisthevalueofem-

bedded carbon and ensuring
thattheverifiersarerecognized
bytheeUauthorities.

The agreement also has a
provision in which India can
engagewitheUauthorities on
taking intoaccount thecarbon
price,whichispaidinIndiaand
adjusting it against the final
carbon tax liability in the 27-
memberbloc.

“India iscurrentlydevelop-
ing its own carbon pricing
mechanism. So, how to offset
whatispaidinIndiafromwhat
is paid in europe, so even that
ispartof it,”hesaid.FE

EUFTAhasenoughsafeguards to
cushionCBAMimpact, saysCentre

lTIGHTERNORMS
Underthe revised rules, banks
will nowbe required topublish
interest rates applicable to all
deposits, includingbulk deposits,
on theirwebsites in advance

Interestrates for bulk
depositsmust bedisplayed
everybusinessdayby 10AM,
with amaximumgraceperiod
until 10.10AM

thelatest RBImove is likely to
make it harder for banks to
negotiate rates for select clients
without publicly reflecting those
rates in their published schedules

E.
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Explain d

Manrajgrewalsharma
Chandigarh, July30

SEVENMONTHSbeforeSantRavidas’s 650thbirthanni-
versary, theBJP launchedanationwide commemoration
campaignWednesdayathis birthplacenearVaranasi, in
thepresenceofUPCMyogiAdityanath. Punjab’sAAP
government, too, launchedacampaign inFebruary.

Centuriesafterhis lifetime,GuruRavidascontinuesto
shapereligiousthought, social reform,politicsandDalit
assertioninIndia,particularlyPunjab.ABhakti saint,phil-
osopherandpoet,hechallengedcastehierarchieswhile
remainingrootedinhisoccupationasacobbler,preached
dignityof labourandenvisionedanequalsociety.

UniqueamongBhakti saints
GuruRavidaswasa 15th-16th century saintwhose

teachings emphasiseddevotion toa formlessGod.He
belonged to the chamar communityof leatherworkers.

RonkiRam,aprofessoremeritusat theInstitute forDe-
velopmentandCommunication,Chandigarh,andanemi-
nentscholarofGuruRavidass, toldTheIndianExpress that
thesaintneitherrenouncedhisreligionnorabandonedhis
hereditaryoccupation. Indoingso,his life itselfbecamea
formofpeacefulsocialprotestata timewhentheBhakti
movementsoughttochallengesocialhierarchies.

Whilehe rejected ritualism, accounts sayhewore the
sacred thread (janeu) andapplied the tilak. Ramsaid
these actions symbolically challenged theupper castes’
monopolyover religious symbols.

Ravidasbecamewidely
revered throughhisdevo-
tional poetry and reform-
ist philosophy.Hewrote
inSadhukari—blending
Awadhi, Braj, KhariBoli,
Punjabi,Rajasthani and
Sanskrit.According to
ProfessoryogRajAngrish,
whoheads theSchool of
Punjabi Studies at Panjab
University, his verseswere
simple andeasy to sing.
“WhileKabir’s poetry is
markedby rhetoric, resis-
tanceandpoeticdecon-
struction,Ravidaswrites

withphilosophical depthandhumility.”
Acentral ideaofhisphilosophywasofBegumpura, an

ideal society foundedonprinciples of equality, justice
and freedom.ProfAngrish saysGuruRavidaswasamong
theearliest thinkers to imaginea society free fromcaste,
class andhierarchy.His famoushymn, included in the
GuruGranthSahib, begins: “Begampuraseharkonaau;
dookhandohnahi tih thaau (Begumpura is thenameof
the city. There isno sufferingor anxiety there).”The
hymndescribes a city free fromsorrow, fear, oppressive
taxationanddiscrimination,where all people enjoy
equality, dignity andunrestrictedmovement.

ProfRamsaysBegumpurarepresentsasocietyfreeof
castehierarchy,povertyandoppression,whereeveryone
hasenoughto livewithdignityandGodaloneissovereign.
Scholars includingGailOmvedthavedescribeditasoneof
India’searliestvisionsofacasteless,classlesssociety.

RaisingDalit consciousness
GuruRavidasoccupiesauniqueplaceinSikhism.Forty

ofhishymns(shabads)andoneshlokaareincludedinthe
GuruGranthSahib,alongsidecompositionsofKabir,Sheikh
FaridandotherBhaktiandSufisaints.ProfSarabjitSinghof
PunjabiUniversitysaidthesesaintslivedbeforeGuru
NanakDev,whocarriedforwardmanyoftheirideas.

ProfRamdescribedhimasoneof theearliestvoicesof
Dalit resistance,whotransformedpersonalexperience
intoauniversalmessageofequalitywithouthatredorre-
venge.His influencebecamemorevisibleduringPunjab’s
AdDharmmovementof the1920s,whichadoptedRavidas
as itspatronsaint tochampionanindependentsocio-
politicalconsciousness.Asheput it: “Aisachahoonraaj
mainjahaanmilaisabhankoann;chhotbadosabsam
basai,Ravidasrahaiprasann (I longforsuchakingdom
whereeveryonehasenoughtoeat,wherethesmallandthe
great liveasequals; thenRavidasshallbecontent).”

FormillionsofDalits,Ravidas is the foremost spiritual
figure.His followers, theRavidassias, areaDalit commu-
nityofwhomthebulk—around12 lakh—live inPunjab’s
Doaba.Thepolitically influential community separated
fromSikhismin2010and follows itsownscripture.

THESUPREMECourt’s judgmentonWed-
nesdaystrikingdowntheCentre’s2021Of-
fice Memorandum (OM) that allowed
retrospectiveapprovalforprojectsthathad
alreadycommencedconstructionwithout
environmentclearances(ECs),nowcloses
thedooronblanketandopen-endedregu-
larisationofsuchprojects.It leaveslimited
room for government actionunder statu-
toryauthority.

The judgment has sought to strike a
middlepathinthetopcourt’sevolvingen-
vironmentaljurisprudence,distinguishing
betweenthesourceofexecutivepowerand
the limitsof regularisation.

The court held that ex-post facto ECs
cannotbecreatedthroughanOM,butrec-
ognised that the governmentmay, in ex-
ceptional circumstances and in public in-
terest,providesuchamechanismthrough
a statutory notification issued under del-
egated legislativepowers.

The test will depend onhownarrowly
thegovernmentframesanyfutureamnesty
schemeandwhetheritmeetstheSupreme
Court’sbenchmarkof“public interest”.

AnOMisanadministrativeinstruction
issued by aministry or department and
does not have the force of law.A statutory
notification, by contrast, is issued under
authority granted by a statute— the En-
vironment (Protection) Act, 1986, in this
case—andnotified in theGazette.

Applying this distinction, the court set
asidetheEnvironmentMinistry’sJuly2021
OM,which introduced a standard operat-
ing procedure (SOP) for granting ex-post
facto ECs to “violation cases”. The court
heldthattheOMhadcreatedacontinuing
or “perpetual” regime for condoning viol-
ations.ItdidnotinvalidatetheMarch2017
notification, which provided a limited,
one-timesix-monthamnestywindow.

The judgment also departed from the
court’sMay2025positionthatprohibitedex-
postfactoECs“inanyformormanner”. In-
stead,itheldthata“narrowlytailoredamn-
esty scheme”may be permissible where
justifiedby“superveningpublic interest”.

Alreadybenefited
After Mumbai-based environmental

NGOVanashaktiapproachedtheSupreme
Court, the July 2021 OMwas stayed, sus-
pending theSOP route for violationcases,
by a bench of Justices BRGavai and San-
deepMehta inJanuary2024.

By then,as reportedbyTheIndianEx-
press on February 20, 2024, the Environ-
mentMinistryhadissuedex-postfactoECs
tomorethan100projectsandissuedterms
of reference for environmental impact as-
sessment (EIA) toat least another 150pro-
jects under the violation category since
March2017.

Theseprojects includedcoal, iron, and
bauxitemines, a greenfield airport, distil-
leries, steel and iron plants, industrial es-
tates, cement plants, limestone quarries,
chemicalunits, andbuildings.

Among the project proponents were
Singareni Collieries Company Ltd,Maha-
nadiCoalfieldsLtd,JaypeeCement,Ultra-
Tech Cement, RamcoCements, Bhushan
Steel Ltd, Steel Authority of India, Godrej
Agrovet Ltd, Hindustan Copper, Lloyds
Metals & Energy Ltd, HindustanMarble,
ArtemisHospital, Pushpawati Singhania
Hospital, Spaze Towers, Hotel Leela Ven-

tureLtd,andtheSpecialProtectionGroup.

Scopeofamnesty
Under the Environmental Impact As-

sessment Notification, 2006, projects
requiringECmust obtain approval before
startingoperations.Severalprojects,how-
ever, beganwork or expanded operations
withoutpriorclearance.

In March 2017, the ministry issued a
statutory notification offering a one-time
six-monthopportunity to suchprojects to
disclose violations and seek appraisal for
EC, subject to environmental assessment
andother legal consequences.

AfterthewindowexpiredinSeptember
2017, theMadras High Court disposed of
challengestothenotificationafter record-
ing theUnion government’s undertaking
that itwasa“one-timemeasure”.

Subsequently, inAppaswamy Real Es-
tates v. Puducherry Environment Protec-
tion Association, theMadras High Court
grantedalimitedextensioninMarch2018.

Theministry issued an OM the same
monthallowingeligibleprojects thatwere
alreadyinviolationasofMarch2017tosub-
mitapplicationswithin30days.Thepolicy
shifted in July 2021when theMinistry is-

sued anOM introducing an SOPas an on-
goingmechanismforviolationcases.

Judicial evolution
In Common Cause v. Union of India

(2017), a benchof JusticesMadanBLokur
andDeepakGuptaheld thatminingoper-
ations requiring EC could not commence
withoutpriorapproval.Itemphasisedthat
theEIAregimeispreventiveandintended
toassessenvironmentalconsequencesbe-
fore irreversibleharmoccurs.

InAlembic Pharmaceuticals v. Rohit
Prajapati (2020), a bench of Justices Dy
Chandrachud andAjay Rastogi held that
ex-postfactoECwasinconsistentwithfun-
damental principles of environmental ju-
risprudence.Thecourtobservedthatretro-
spective approval undermines the
precautionaryprinciplebyallowingproject
proponents to commence activities first
andseekapproval later.

However, in Pahwa Plastics v. Dastak
(2022), a benchof Justices IndiraBanerjee
andJKMaheshwariadoptedamoreprag-
maticapproachthatclosurewasnotalways
theappropriateremedy,particularlywhere
regulatoryuncertaintyexistedandenviron-
mentalcomplianceremainedpossible.The
courtheldthatregulationandremediation
could, in somecases, better serveenviron-
mentalprotectionthanimmediateclosure.

Vanashakti litigation
InVanashaktiv.UnionofIndia,abench

of Justices Abhay SOka andUjjal Bhuyan
inMay 2025 struck down both theMarch
2017 notification and the July 2021 OM,
holdingthatex-postfactoECswereimper-
missible “in any form or manner”. The
court alsoheld that theone-timeamnesty
introducedin2017hadexhausteditselfand
couldnot justify future regularisation.

Following review petitions by the
Uniongovernmentandindustrybodies,a
bench comprising then Chief Justice of
IndiaBRGavai andJusticesVinodChan-
dran and Ujjal Bhuyan recalled theMay
2025 judgment by a 2:1majority, holding
that theearlierdecisionhad failed tocon-
sider binding precedents and required
freshadjudication.

Thesubsequentjudgmentnowdrawsa
distinction between a limited statutory
amnesty justified by public interest and a
continuing administrative mechanism
thatpermitsroutineregularisationofenvi-
ronmentalviolations.

l legal

SCsets ‘public interest’ test
onretrospectivegreennod

The judgment has sought to strike
a middle path, closing the door on
blanket regularisation but leaving
limited room for government action

Noblanket
amnesty
orbar

The court held
that ex-post facto
environmental
clearances can’t

be created
through an office
memorandum.
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But it
recognised that
the government

may, in
exceptional

circumstances
and in public

interest, provide
such a

mechanism.
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New paper leak Bill: Bigger fines, longer jail terms, fast-track courts
DaminiNath
NewDelhi, July30

AFTER DAyS of disruptions in both
HousesofParliamentovertheNEETpaper
leakandthepoliceactiononprotestingstu-
dents on July 20, Lok Sabha onThursday
passedthePublicExamination(Prevention
ofUnfairMeans)AmendmentBill,2026by
voicevote.RajyaSabha,whichtooktheBill
upfordiscussiononThursday,alsocleared
itbyvoicevote.

WhywastheBill introduced?
Parliament had passed the Public

Examination(PreventionofUnfairMeans)
Act, 2024 in2024 toprovide strictpunish-
ments for those involved inunfairmeans,
including leaking of question papers, in
examinations conducted by the Union
PublicServiceCommission,theStaffSelec-
tion Commission, the Railway Recruit-
ment Board, the Institute of Banking Per-
sonnel Selectionand theNationalTesting
Agency, which conducts theNEET exam.
TheActcameintoeffect inJune2024.

Amid the students’movement against
paper leaks, sparked by the leak of the
NEETUG paper inMay this year, Prime
MinisterNarendraModi,inalate-nightso-

cialmediapostonJuly23,announcedthat
the government would bring a Bill with
stringentmeasuresagainstpaperleaks.On
July 24, the Cabinet approved the Bill
amending the2024Act.

Inthestatementofobjectsandreasons
of theBill,Minister of State for Personnel,
Public Grievances and Pensions Jitendra
Singhwrote: “In recent years, there have
been some incidents of question paper
leakagesandmalpracticesinexaminations
conductedbypublicexaminationauthor-
ities,whichtendtoaffectthetransparency
and fairness of the public examinations
system. Hence, in order to further
strengthen the fairness, to enhance the
credibilityof thepublicexaminationssys-
temandtofacilitatespeedytrialandensure
time bound investigations of offences
under the saidAct, it is necessary tomake
amendments in thesaidAct.”

Whatare itskeyfeatures?
TheamendmentBill, as passedbyLok

Sabha, enhances punishment for individ-
uals, organised groups and service pro-
viders found guilty of adopting unfair
means inapublicexamination.

Thefollowingisthestructureofpunish-
ments laidout in theBill:

AFTERNEARLytwoweeksoftheIranwar,
ofUSstrikesonIranandIranianretaliation
against targets in Gulf Arab states, both
sidesceasedtheirattacksbyJuly25.

Theregionisnowcomingupwithstrat-
egies todealwith thisconflict’s fallout.

KuwaitratifiedaJune2023DefenceCo-
operationAgreement(DCA)withPakistan
on July 26 for a five-year period, while
Qatarcommittedtodeepeningitssecurity
cooperationwithPakistanduringbilateral

talks inDohathe followingday.
Meanwhile,theUS-Iranwarhasalsore-

ignited thewarbetween theyemeniHou-
thisandSaudiArabia,whichhadbeendor-
mant since 2022. The subsequentHouthi
attacks on Red Sea shipping havemeant
thatboththeseaandthestraitflankingthe
Arabian Peninsula were simultaneously
underfire,forthefirsttimeinhistory,until
theUS-IranexchangesceasedonJuly25.

US-Iran:Stateofplay
OnJuly27,Washington’sUNAmbassa-

dor said PresidentDonaldTrumpwanted
to give negotiations a chance again, with
Trump himself stating “friendly negoti-
ations” were underway on Iran’s request.
Tehranrejected thischaracterisation.

SinceearlyJuly,asIranrejectedAmeri-
caneffortstopushthroughanewshipping
channel through Omani waters and tar-
geted ships that did not coordinate with
Iran, theUSresumedkineticactionwitha
focusondegradingIran’sabilitytoenforce
theMemorandumofUnderstanding’sAr-

ticle 5, which allowed joint Iranian and
Omani administration of the Strait. This
wassupposedtoweakenIran’sbargaining
powerduringnuclearnegotiations.

Neither has occurred. Iran’s control of
Hormuzremains,TehranandMuscathave
continuedholdingnegotiations to finalize
arrangements toenforceArticle 5, and Iran
hasbroadenedtalkstoincludeSaudiArabia.
Moreover,Iranwoulddeemitsowncasefor
nuclear enrichment tobe strengthenedby
SaudiArabia’spactwiththeUSonJuly22to
beginnuclearenergycooperation.

So, theUSwill likely be again incentiv-
isedtohit Iraniannuclear targetsaswellas
itsHormuzinfrastructureuntilitissatisfied
withthedegradationofIraniancapabilities.

Falloutone:Kuwait-Pakistan
The recurring fightingbetween theUS

and Iran, aswell aspausesbetweenkinetic
action,havereinforcedanoldlearninginkey
Arab states, that regardless of their current
dependenceonforeignarms,internalcapa-
bilitydevelopmentaswellasimprovedmili-

tary training is an inescapable long-term
need.Hence,Kuwait’sDCAwithPakistanfo-
cusesonmilitarytraining,education,intel-
ligence sharing, logistics, defense technol-
ogy,researchandexchangesofexpertise.

The agreement does not mimic the
Saudi-Pakistan StrategicMutualDefense
Agreement (SDMA), signed in September
2025,giventhatitdoesnotbindeitherparty
totheother’sdefencewhenattacked.

ButSMDAhasalsoshownthattruemu-
tualdefencecommitmentsarenotthemain
objective of Arab states with Pakistan—
neitherhasPakistan struck IranorHouthi
territories nor has Saudi Arabia struck
Afghanistan.Rather,itismeanttoentrench
Pakistan’s role inSaudi capabilitybuild-up
inthelongterm,whileRiyadhadoptsamix
ofmeanstotacklepresentthreats.

ForKuwaitandQatar(alongwithother
GCC states), intra-Gulf geopolitical diver-
gencesaresecondarytotheobjectiveofse-
curing long-termdefence partnerswhose
expertisecanbeusedtobuildupdomestic
capability. Thismeans even if Pakistan is

vieweddifferently by each of these states,
its value as a security partner overrides
these differences. That Pakistan is reliant
onthesestatesforeconomicstabilityadds
aunique layerofassuranceand leverage.

Fallout two:Houthi-Saudi
Among themost crucial fallouts of the

US-Iranwar is the return of Saudi-Houthi
fighting since July 14, when the Saudi-
basedyemenigovernmentinexilebombed
theHouthi-controlledSana’aAirporttore-
portedly prevent an Iranian plane from
landing.Inresponse,theHouthisfiredbal-
listicmissiles into Saudi territory and de-
clared anaval blockade of SaudiArabia in
theBab-el-Mandebstrait. Both sideshave
since targetedeachother’s infrastructure.

Despite this US-Iran triggered Saudi-
Houthiescalation, it isunlikelythatRiyadh
wantstoproactivelyreturntofull-scalefight-
ing inyemen. ItwasHouthiattacksagainst
Aramco facilities inAbqaiqandKhurais in
2019thathadpromptedashiftinSaudistrat-
egytowardsbothyemenandIran,prioritis-

ingengagementasthepathtostability.
Forperspective,despitetheyemeniHou-

this claiming responsibility for the 2026
Aramcoattack, Riyadhparticipated inUS
strikesonIran-backedmilitiasinIraqonJuly
29.ThisreflectstheSaudidesiretosatisfyits
deterrence needs by acting against other
partsof Iran’sAxisofResistance, insteadof
riskingalargerwarwiththeHouthis.

Now,Riyadh’sneedforregionalstability
increasessignificantlyduetothe123Agree-
ment and its long-due quest for nuclear
power. AHouthi attack on a future Saudi
nuclearpowerplantcouldbemoredanger-
ousthanstrikesonoil facilities.

Whatnow
TheDonald Trump administration is

seeminglyfocusedonpreventingIranfrom
materially gaining from theMoU’s provi-
sions,whichleavesroomformorestrikeex-
changesbeforesubstantialnegotiationsfor
a final deal begin. For regional states, this
predicament isasuntenableasapotential
returnto full-scalewar.

iNDiviDuals
l 2024 law: Imprisonment of three to

fiveyears; fineuptoRs10 lakh
lNewBill: imprisonment to five to 10

years, fineuptoRs50 lakh

serviceproviDers
l2024law:FineuptoRs1crore;banon

being assigned any responsibility relating
toapublicexamination for fouryears

lNewBill:FineuptoRs5crore;banon
being assigned any responsibility relating
toapublicexamination foreightyears

Directors,seNiorMaNageMeNtor
persoNsiN-chargeofservice
proviDerfirMfouNDguilty

l 2024 law: Imprisonment of at least
threeyears; fineofRs1crore

lNewBill: Imprisonment of at least
fiveyears, fineofRs5crore

orgaNiseDcriMe
l2024law: Imprisonmentof fiveto10

years; fineofRs1crore
lNewBill:Imprisonmentofleastseven

years; fineofRs10crore.

Apartfromenhancingtheexistingpun-
ishments,theBillalsogivesstatutoryback-

ing for fast-track courts to be set up to try
offencesunder theAct.

The Bill alsomandates a five-month
timeline for the investigation and trial of
suchoffencesby fast-trackcourts.

The Bill gives the Union government
thepowertoestablishaSpecialTaskForce
to investigateoffencesunder theAct.

Howhaveother fast-trackcourts
performed?

The government has announced that
fast-trackcourtswouldbesetupinthefour
High Courts where cases related to the
NEETleakareongoing.IftheBill ispassed
and comes into effect, any offence under
the Act would also be tried by fast-track
courts.

In the past, the government has set up
fast-trackcourtstotrycrimesunderdiffer-
ent laws, including the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO)
Act, 2012. In a reply in Lok Sabha on July
24, Law and JusticeMinister Arjun Ram
Meghwal said there were 775 fast-track
courtsinthecountryasonApril30,includ-
ing398exclusivePOCSOcourts.AsonDe-
cember31,2025,therewere2.45lakhcases
pendingwith these fast-track courts, the
Minister’s replyshowed.

trackrecord
lCases registered
in fast-track courts
hasgoneup from
81,471 in 2023 to
88,902 in 2024and
1,43,936 in 2025,
according to aParlia-
mentary reply.
lThenumber of
pendingcases, too,
hasgoneup from
2.02 lakh in 2023 to
2.04 lakh in 2024and
2.45 lakh in 2025.
lCasesdisposedof
have increased from
76,319 in 2023 to
85,595 in 2024 to
66,500 in 2025.

lgloBal

HowUS-Iranconflict is forcingGulf states to rethink their security strategies

Jay MazooMDaar

l histoRy

ravidas: icon of
Dalit resistance
in Punjab, beyond
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aRavidasstatue inVaranasi. PTI

lSc’sevolvingenvironmentaljuriSprudence
Mar14,2017:TheEnvironmentMin-
istry issues notification establishing a
six-monthwindow for non-compliant
projects or activities to apply for envi-
ronmental clearance (EC).
aug2,2017: InCommon Cause v.
Union of India, theSupreme
Court declares retrospec-
tive ECs invalid and ‘com-
pletely alien to environ-
mental jurisprudence’.
apr1,2020: InAlembic
Pharmaceuticals Ltd v. Rohit Praja-
pati, theSupremeCourt reiterates ‘ex
post facto clearance is alien to envi-
ronmental jurisprudence’. But adopts
a ‘balancedapproach’ by imposing
penalties insteadof ordering closure
of long-operatingunits.
May24,2021:TheNationalGreen
Tribunal, inTanaji B. Gambhire v.
Chief Secretary, Govt of Maharashtra,
directs EnvironmentMinistry to for-

mulate aproper SOP to address fre-
quencyof projectswithout prior EC.
Jul7,2021:Ministry issuesoffice
memorandum (OM)establishing an
SOP for projects that failed toobtain
prior EC toget regularised after pay-
ingpenalties.
Dec9,2021: InElectrosteel
Steels Ltd v. Union of India,
SupremeCourt says ex
post facto ECscanbe

granted in ‘excep-
tional circumstances’
to protect livelihoods
and theeconomy.
May16,2025: In
Vanashakti v.
Union of India,
SupremeCourt
strikesdown
2017notifica-
tion and2021
OMas illegal. It

rules that theywere in violationof the
principles laid down inCommon
Cause andAlembic.
Nov18,2025: In reviewpetition, the
SupremeCourt recallsMay2025 rul-
ing. Then-CJI BRGavai holds that the
Vanashaktiorderwent against the
Electrosteel judgementand that a ‘bal-
ancedapproach’ is necessary toavoid
wasteofmoneyspentonbuilding

projects. SCorders fresh
adjudicationof thematter.
Jul29,2026:Supreme
Court upholds 2017 notifi-
cationbut quashes 2021
OM, holding that post
facto ECcanbe
grantedonly through
statutory notifica-
tions, not adminis-
trative actions.
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SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with
provision to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s)
that the below described immovable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the constructive/physical/ symbolic possession of which has been taken by the
Authorized Officer of the Bank/ Secured Creditor, will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” on the date as mentioned in the table herein
below, for recovery of its dues due to the Bank/ Secured Creditor from the respective borrower (s) and guarantor (s). The reserve price and the earnest money deposit will be as
mentioned in the table below against the respective properties.

SCHEDULE OF THE SECURED ASSETS
Lot.

No.

A) Name of the Branch

D) Description of the Immovable

Properties Mortgaged/ Owner’s Name

(mortgagers of property(ies))

E) Dt. Of Demand Notice
u/s 13(2) of SARFAESI
ACT 2002

F) Outstanding Amount
G) Possession Date u/s

13(4) of SARFAESI
ACT 2002

H) Nature of Possession

A) Reserve
Price D) Date/

Time of
E-Auction

E) Details
of the

encumbrances
** known

to the secured
creditors

B) Name of the Account B) EMD (last ate
of deposit of
EMD)

C) Name & Address of the
Borrower / Guarantors Account

C) Bid Increase
Amount

1. A) Sevoke Road (319600)
B) 1. M/s Samordips
2. Sh. Samrat Malakar
C) 1. Prop. & Mortgagor:
Sh. Samrat Malakar S/O Late Jiten
Malakar
At:
H/78/407/333/40/2, Sreema Sarani
South Babu Para Ward No-26, Siliguri
Distt – Darjeeling, West Bengal, Pin –
734005
2. Borrowers:
Sh. Samrat Malakar S/O Late Jiten
Malakar
Co-Borrowers:
Smt. Nabanita Malakar W/o Sh. Samrat
Malakar
Smt Anita Malakar W/o Sh Jiten
Malakar
Address:
Sreema Sarani, South Babu Para, Ward
No 26, Siliguri Distt – Darjeeling, West
Bengal, Pin – 734001)

1) All that piece and parcel of Land “Classified as BASTU” and building there
on in the name of Sh. Samrat Malakar S/o Late Jiten Malakar vide Registered Gift
Deed No. I-2184 dated 17.09.2010, recorded in Book no 1, CD Volume No. 11
pages from 3276 to 3285 for the year 2010, and one shop measuring 145 sq.ft. at
ground floor of the aforesaid building in the name of Sh Samrat Malakar S/o Late
Jiten Malakar vide Registered Conveyance Deed No. I-1355 dated 02.07.2009,
recorded in Book no 1, CD Volume No. 5 pages from 911 to 922 for the year
2009. Total area of land measuring 2.5 katha, recorded in R.S.Plot No.5192,
Khatian No. 1566, J.L.No. 110(88), Touzi No.3(Ja), Ward No 26 of Siliguri
Municipal Corporation Mouza- Siliguri, Pargana-Baikunthapur, P.S. Siliguri,
Distt-Darjeeling ,West Bengal. Butted and Bounded as follows:- N-House of
Bina Malakar S-House of N.C. Nandy E- Sree Maa Sarani Road 24’ W- House
of Patel Property owner- Sh Samrat Malakar S/o Late Jiten Malakar.

E)- 18.07.2024
F)- Rs. 1,03,76,530.74 +
further interest and
charges [amt. as
mentioned in demand
notice 13(2)] with
further and charges
G)- 21.10.2024
H)-Symbolic

A) Rs. 1,28,81,700/-
B) Rs. 12,88,170/-
(23.08.2026)

C) Rs. 25,000/-

D)
24.08.2026
From 12:00
Noon to
4:00 PM

SA Case no.
1/2025 and
220/2024
pending at

DRT Siliguri
E) Not known

to Bank

2) All that piece and parcel of covered garage measuring 140 sq. ft. at the
ground floor in the name of Sh. Samrat Malakar S/o Late Jiten Malakar
having registered sale deed no. I-2514 dated 10.12.2015. recorded in book
no. 1, volume no. 0402-2015 pages from 34795 to 34814 for the year 2015
with proportionate undivided share in land measuring 6 katha appertaining to
and forming part of plot no. 3621, recorded in khatian no. 1024, J.L no.
110(88), Touzi no. 3(ja), Mouza- Siliguri, Pargana - Baikunthapur,
P.S- Siliguri, Dist: Dajeeling, West Bengal.

A) Rs. 4,37,000/-
B) Rs. 43,700/-

(23.08.2026)
C) Rs. 20000/-

D)
24.08.2026
From 12:00

Noon
to 4:00 PM

2. A) Nehru road (313200)

B) Akash Biswas
C) Add: 2nd Floor, flat no. 202,

Fortune Jasmine Apartment, Near

Brahmakumari Ashram, Himachal

Sarani, Haider Para, Ward no. 40,

Siliguri, West Bengal-734001.

Also at

Paresh nagar, Agni Sikha Club, Ward

no. 44, Siliguri M corp. Dist:

Jalpaiguri, Siliguri (WB) 734001

All that one unit being a flat on the Second Floor at the front side of Building
as per Deed No I-7058 dated 11/11/2019, registered in Book-I, Volume No
0711-2019, Page from 182982 to 183040 for the year 2019, area measuring 850
Sq. Feet in Super built-up area (including undivided proportionate share in all
common parts portions area facilities and amenities), being Flat No.202 on the
Second Floor of Building named “FORTUNE JASMINE” having undivided
proportionate share in the land measuring 3 kathas 13 chattaks i.e. 0.063 Acres
comprised in R.S. Plot No. 170 corresponding to L.R.Plot No.150, recorded in
R.S. Khatian No. 806 corresponding to L.R. Khatian No. 114, 115, 116 & 117
situated within Mouza-Dabgram, Pargana-Baikunthapur, J.L. No 2, R.S. Sheet
No. 12 corresponding to L.R. Sheet No. 64 at Himachal Sarani, Haider Para,
Siliguri within the limits of Siliguri Municipal Corporation, Ward No.40, PS
Bhaktinagar in the District of Jalpaiguri
Property owner Name- Sri Akash Biswas

E)- 25/04/2024
F)- Rs. 28,98,750/- +
further intt. & other
charges [amount as
mentioned in demand
notice 13 (2)]
G)- 18/07/2024
H)- Symbolic

A) Rs. 23,85,000/-
B) Rs. 2,38,500/-
C) Rs. 20000/-

D)
24.08.2026
From 12:00
Noon to
4:00 PM

E) Not known
to Bank

3 A) Nehru road (313200)

B) Khokan Biswas
C) Add: - Flat no. 201, 2nd floor,

fortune jasmine apartment, near

brahmakumari asharam, himachal

sarani, haider para, ward no 40,

siliguri, 734001 (WB)

Akash Biswas
At- Paresh nagar, Agni Sikha Club,

Ward no. 44, Siliguri M corp. Dist:

Jalpaiguri, Siliguri (WB) 734001

All that one unit being a flat on the Second Floor at the Northern side of
Building as per Deed No I-7059 dated 11/11/2019, registered in Book-I,
Volume No 0711-2019, Page from 183041 to 183102 for the year 2019, area
measuring 560 Sq. Feet in Super built-up area (including proportionate share in
all common parts portions area facilities and amenities), being Flat No.201 on
the Second Floor of Building named “FORTUNE JASMINE” having
undivided proportionate share in the land measuring 3 kathas 13 chattaks i.e.
0.063 Acres comprised in R.S. Plot No. 170 corresponding to L.R.Plot No.150,
recorded in R.S. Khatian No. 806 corresponding to L.R. Khatian No. 114, 115,
116 & 117 situated within Mouza-Dabgram, Pargana-Baikunthapur, J.L. No 2,
R.S. Sheet No. 12 corresponding to L.R. Sheet No. 64 at Himachal Sarani,
Haider Para, Siliguri within the limits of Siliguri Municipal Corporation, Ward
No.40, PS Bhaktinagar in the District of Jalpaiguri.
Property owner Name- Sri Khokan Biswas and Sri Akash Biswas.

E) 25/04/2024
F) Rs. 18,54,168
[(Amount as mentioned
in 13(2) notice]
with further interest
G) 18/07/2024
H) Symbolic

A) Rs. 15,71,500/-
B) Rs. 1,57,150/-
C) Rs. 20000/-

D)

24.08.2026

From 12:00

Noon to

4:00 PM

E) Not known

to Bank

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following further conditions:
1. The properties are being sold on ‘AS IS WHERE IS BASIS and “AS IS WHAT IS BASIS” and “WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS”.
2. The particulars of Secured Assets specified in the Schedule hereinabove have been stated to the best of the information of the Authorised Officer, but the Authorised Officer shall not be answerable for

any error, misstatement or omission in this proclamation. 3. The Sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the Website https://baanknet.in on 24.08.2026 @ 12:00
Noon to 4:00 PM. 4. For detailed term and conditions of the sale, please refer https://baanknet.in, & www.pnbindia.in

STATUTORY SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 8(6)/9(1) OF THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002
Sd-

Date: 27.07.2026 Authorized Officer
Place: Siliguri Punjab National Bank

]

REGIONAL OFFICE: BURDWAN REGION
2nd Floor, 54, G. T. Road

Bhangakuthi, Burdwan- 713101

Sr/
Lot
No.

Name & address of
Borrower/s/Guarantor/ s

/ Mortgagor (s)

Detailed description of
the immovable / movable property with

known encumbrances, if any
Total Dues.

Date & Time
of

E-auction

Reserve Price

EMD amount

Bid Increase Amount

Status of Possession
(Constructive
/Physical)

Property
Inspection
date & Time

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES ; “APPENDIX- IV-A [See proviso to Rule 9 (1) ]

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of ImmovableAssets under the Securitisation andReconstruction of FinancialAssets and Enforcement of Security Interest
Act, 2002 readwithproviso toRule of theSecurity Interest (Enforcement)Rules, 2002.
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s), Mortgagor’s and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable property
mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, possession of which has been taken by theAuthorised Officer of Bank of Baroda, Secured Creditor, will be sold on “As is
where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” for recovery of below mentioned account/s. The details of Borrower/s / Mortgagor / Guarantor/s / Secured
Asset/s/Dues/ReservePrice/e-Auction date&Time, EMDandBid IncreaseAmount arementioned below:–

9 (1)

ANNEXURE-A

For detailed terms and conditions of sale, please refer to the link provided in https://www.bankofbaroda.bank.in/e-auction.htm and https://baanknet.com. Also,
prospective biddersmay contact the authorized officer .

Date: 31.07.2026
Place :- Burdwan

Authorised Officer
Bank of Baroda

For detailed terms and conditions

Any working
day from
10.00 a.m.
to 4.00 p.m
(with prior

appointment)

PhysicalRs.1,42,00,000.00
-----------------------
Rs.14,20,000/-
-----------------------

Rs.50,000/-

25.08.2026
from

2 p.m to
6 p.m

Rs.2,25,92,768.00
as on 24.12.2022
plus unapplied
interest w.e.f.
25.12.2022

and other charges
thereon.

Equitable Mortgage of All the part and
parcel of the land and building bearing
J.L No-79,LR Kh. 353, 355, 354, 357,
352, 356 Present L.R. Kh No- 358, L.R
Plot Nos. 36,42,43, Total LandAre more
or less 1.3303 Acre, Class- College,
situated at Mauja – Khanna, PS – Suri,
Dist- Birbhum in the name of Tagore
Mrinalini Devi Teachers Training
College(A Unit of Tagore Mrinalini Devi
Memorial Trust) vide Gift Deed No. I-
030203341/2015 dated 08.05.2015.
Boundary : North- Plot No 43, South-
Plot No 36,43, East- Plot No 42, West-
Plot No 35
Property ID:BARB399320240001

M/S TAGORE MRINALINI DEVI
TEACHER TRAINING COLLEGE
(Borrower) A unit of M/s

Tagore Mrinalini Debi Memorial Trust,
Sriniketan Road, Shivam Complex Bolpur,
Birbhum-731204.
President / Secretary / Trustee /
Guarantor :
Mr. LaxmiNarayanMukherjee /
Mr. Sukanta Mukherjee / Mr. Rajat
Subhra Mukherjee / Mrs Swapna
Sarkar/ Mr. Sandip Chakraborty / Mrs.
TandraDutta
Branch:Bolpur
Authorised Officer: Mr. Prattoy Sarkar,
Mob. 7980762180
Contact Person of Branch:
Mr.Arnab,Mob. 9093073896

Tagore Mrinalini
Devi Teacher Training College (borrower),

1

COLONEL VASANTH V, ASHOK CHAKRA (POSTHUMOUS)

In fond memory of our gallant Commanding Officer

who made the supreme sacrifice in service to the

nation at Uri (J&K) on this day. You will forever

remain in our hearts.

LNK SHASHIKANT BACHHAV, SHAURYA CHAKRA (POSTHUMOUS)

In fond remembrance of our valiant soldier who laid

down his life in the line of duty at Uri (J&K) on this

day. We salute you and pledge never to let your

sacrifice go in vain.

Colonel Jacob Panicker, Commanding Officer and All Ranks of 9

MARATHA LI (NASHAK NAUVVI), ASHOK CHAKRA BATTALION.
BORDER SECURITY FORCE

Director General and all Ranks of Border

Security Force remember its gallant Jawan

Constable Bikram Minz on his Balidan

Diwas. On this day, he made ultimate

sacrifice while on operational duty in

Kupwara area, J&K.

Director General and all Ranks of Border
Security Force remember its gallant Jawan
Constable Ashok Kumar on his Balidan
Diwas.On this day, he sustained fatal injuries
in a grenade blast, triggered by militants in
Lal Bazar area, Srinagar (J&K) and made
ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty.
Director General and all Ranks of Border
Security Force remember its gallant Jawan
Constable Netrapal Singh on his Balidan
Diwas. On this day, he sustained fatal
bullet injuries in Counterpart firing in
Chhenigund area, Kargil (J&K) and made
ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty.

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn
tribute to Constable Raushan Kumar of 195
Bn, who made the supreme sacrifice after
sustaining grievous injuries in an IED blast
during an area domination operation in
Chhattisgarh on 31 July 2019. #CRPF
salutes the braveheart and pledges never to

let his sacrifice go in vain.

CONSTABLE
BIKRAM MINZ
137 BN BSF
25.01.1971
– 31.07.1998

CONSTABLE
ASHOK
KUMAR

30 BN BSF
06.04.1964
– 31.07.1992

CONSTABLE
NETRAPAL
SINGH

80 BN BSF
01.05.1966 –
31.07.1992

Veer Balidani
Constable

Raushan Kumar
195 Bn

13-1-1996 To
31-7-2019

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING
ENGINEER PHED CITY

CIRCLE AJMER
LOHA KHAN TEMPO STAND, AJMER

Telphone NO 145-2970165 E-mail address:seajmer@gmail.com
S.No.:- SE/Ajmer/City Circle/ Ar.-City 1/2026-27/4232-234 Date:- 27.7.26

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
(NIT No 07/2026-27)

Online tenders are hereby invited on behalf of the Governor of Rajasthan for the following
works from bidders meeting eligibility as per criteria mentioned in detailed tender document
which can be seen and downloaded from website http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in and
http://sppp.raj.nic.in. The tenders are tobe submitted online in electronic format on website
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in as per schedule given below:

The tender shall be received online and opened in the office of Superintending Engineer,
PHED, City Circle Ajmer. The cost of each tender document is Rs 5,000/- (Rs Five Thousand
only) by depositing through e-Challan at e-grass System, RISL processing charges of Rs
2000/- (Rs Two Thousand only) for each NITand Bid securityas mentioned above shall be
deposit through e-Challan at e-grass System as described in detailed NIT in tender Document
anduploaded online on designated website as above. This tender notification and other details
can also be seen in NIT exhibited on web site http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in and
http://sppp.raj.nic.in from dated 27-07-2026

S.
No

Name of Work Estimated
Cost (Rs
in Lacs)

Bid
Security
@2% (Rs)

Last date of
Submission
of tender

Due date
for opening

07/
2026-
27

Providing, laying, Jointing
&Testing of 250mm DI K7
Pipeline 2300M, 150MM DI
K7 RM Pipeline 500M. &
100MM DI K7 Distribution
Pipeline 2500M With
Construction of OHSR 200
KL, CWR 600KL & Pump
House 20 SQMWith Pumping
Machinery and Other
Associated Works for New
Medical College Near Kayad
Pushkar By Pass Under
Deposit Works Ajmer.

332.03 6,64,065 17-08-2026 18-08-2026

Nit No. SPP ID No. UBN No.

07/2026-27 PHE2627A1561 PHE2627WSOBO3053

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer,

DIPR/C/13223/2026 PHED, City Circle Ajmer

ty gh
thou gS

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

BENGALURU METROPOLITAN TRANSPORT CORPORATION
CENTRAL OFFICE: STORES & PURCHASE DEPARTMENT
K.H. ROAD, SHANTHINAGAR, BENGALURU-560 027

No: BMTC/CO/COSP/TENDER/09/2026-27 Date: 30.07.2026

B.M.T.C invites tender for procurement of the following Goods & Services
through KPP Portal:

The above mentioned tender details can be obtained from https://
kppp.karnataka.gov.in Further, any addendum/corrigendum in respect
of change in calendar of events, specification, other tender terms and
conditions etc. will be uploaded /published through KPP-Portal only.
Note: Interested Bidders need to register in the KPP Portal. For further
information visit BMTC Central Office or Log on to https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/- CONTROLLER OF STORES & PURCHASES
(Tender Inviting Authority)

Sl.
No. Tender No. Description

Last Date for
Bid Submission
in KPP Portal

Short Term Tender
1 BMTC/2026-

27/IND0327
Procurement of Automotive Glasses 10.08.2026 at

17.00 Hrs
2 BMTC/2026-

27/IND0328
Procurement of Wheel Bearing Grease 10.08.2026 at

17.00 Hrs
Regular Tender

3 BMTC/2026-
27/IND0329

Procurement of Automotive Cables &
Wires

18.08.2026 at
17.00 Hrs

4 BMTC/2026-
27/IND0330

Procurement of Vinyl Flooring Mat 18.08.2026 at
17.00 Hrs

5 BMTC/2026-
27/SE1425

Engaging an Agency for Operating the
canteen at the training centre BMTC
Vaddarahalli.

18.08.2026 at
17.00 Hrs

Corrigendum: Last date and time for submission of
following tender is extended as under.

6 BMTC/2026-
27/IND0300

Procurement of Furnitures 17.08.2026 at
17.00 Hrs

A596
For further tender conditions /

details and for downloading the
tender documents,

Please visit website at
https://www.ireps.gov.in or

www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

Chief Administrative Officer,
Const., Secunderabad

CE/C/Plg.&Sy./SC Construct ion
O r g a n i z a t i o n , S . C . R a i l w a y ,
Secunderabad, respectively, invites e-
tender on behalf of the President of
India for the following works:

S.No.: 01NIT No. :PGMS-01-CAO-C-
SC-2026 Date: 08/07/2026 Name of
work: Appointment of PGMS Agency
fo r p rov id ing Pro jec t Genera l
Management Services for CAO
construction unit South Central
Railway, Secunderabad Estimated
Cost (`): 360,02,60,000/- EMD (`):
7,20,05,200/- Completion Period: 60
(Sixty) Months Date of Opening:
21/09/2026 15:00hrs.

S.No.: 02 NIT No. : 37-CAO- C-SC-
2026 Date: 23/07/2026Nameofwork:
SCR Construction Organization -
Proposed new BG line works between
Manoharabad and Kothapalli Stations -
GJWL-LKDM Section - Proposed
Construction of new Road over Bridge
No. 90/A with approaches on either
side comprising 14 x 18.40 m RCC
Girder + 1 x 36.00 m Composite
Welded Girder (Railway Proper) + 9 x
18.40 m RCC Girder in lieu of existing
temporary manned LC No. 2 at Ch:
45190.00 m on Kukunoorpalli and
Bobbaipal ly BT Road between
Kodakandla and Lakdaram Stations of
Hyderabad Division. Estimated Cost
(`): 531591171.90Ps EMD (`):
10631800.00 Completion Period: 18
(Eighteen) Months Date of Opening:
28/08/2026 15:00hrs.

i) For bid document and other details,
p l e a s e l o g i n t o w e b s i t e
https://ireps.gov.in.

ii) Tenderers can submit their offers
online during tender submission period
which is the Fifteen days period prior
to closing of tender.

iii) Tenderers should watch for any
corrigenda (issued online only) up to
the date of commencement of the
tender submission period.

Follow us on @SCRailwayindia
Details of the Tender Notices of
S.C Railway can be seen on our

website : www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
(through https://ireps.gov.in)

P
U

B
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Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001
Corporate Identity No. U40109PB2010SGC033813

(Contact number 9646118721) Website: www.pspcl.in
Tender Enquiry No. QW-350/PO-W Dated 29.07.2026

Chief Engineer/Stores & Workshops Organization, Sarabha Nagar, PSPCL, Ludhiana,
invites E-tender of Repair of 3-phase, 50 cycles, outdoor type, oil immersed, naturally
cooled, Stack core type construction, OWP Non Star Aluminium Wound Distribution
Transformers (Type Conventional) of capacity 100 KVA with voltage ratio 11/0.433
KV conforming to ISS: 2026(with latest amendments, if any) and 1180 part-1 (2014)
complete with a first filling of oil conforming to ISS: 335/1993 (with latest
amendments, if any)

Quantity = 900 Nos.

For detailed NIT & tender specification please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
from 29.07.2026 from 04:30 P.M. onwards.

NOTE:- Corrigendum and addendum, if any will be published online at
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

No. 13844/PB C-758/26

“Bank requires a well-constructed commercial RCC premises admeasuring 1200
sq.ft. + 10% variance in carpet area in ready possession/under construction(to be
completed by 2 months) at Jugberia in North 24 Parganas District of West
Bengal, preferably within the radius of 2 KM from main police station, at prime
location in the ground floor with all amenities and sufficient parking space. Landlord
needs to construct Strong Room of “B” Class as per BIS Specification and provide
minimum 25 KW Electricity Connection in the name of Bank. For further details,
please visit Bank’s website www.unionbankofindia.com / e-Procurement portal
www.eprocure.gov.in. Last date for submission of bids in prescribed format is
20.08.2026upto 1500hrs.
The Bank reserves the right to reject any or all bids without assigning any reason
whatsoever”. Regional Head

Union Bank Of India, Regional Office, Greater Kolkata : 3, Middleton Row, Kolkata- 700071

PREMISES REQUIRED ON LEASE

-

“Bank requires a well-constructed commercial RCC premises admeasuring 1800
sq.ft. + 10%variance in carpet area in ready possession/ under construction (to be
completed by 2 months) at Sodepur under Panihati Municipality in North 24
Parganas District of West Bengal, preferably within the radius of 2 KM from main
police station, at prime location in the ground floor with all amenities and sufficient
parking space. Landlord needs to construct Strong Room of “B” Class as per BIS
Specification and provide minimum 25 KW Electricity Connection in the name of
Bank. For further details, please visit Bank’s websitewww.unionbankofindia.com
/ e-Procurement portal www.eprocure.gov.in. Last date for submission of bids
inprescribed format is 20.08.2026upto 1500hrs.
The Bank reserves the right to reject any or all bids without assigning any reason
whatsoever”. Regional Head

Union Bank Of India, Regional Office, Greater Kolkata : 3, Middleton Row, Kolkata- 700071

PREMISES REQUIRED ON LEASE

-

E-N.I.T
Tender no’s - 01A/VB-G RAM G/26-27 of 2026-2027(2nd call)
and 02/ VB-G RAM G/26-27 OF 2026-2027, Memo No.
84/1(23)VBGRAMG/DH-II Dt.- 28/07/2026 and
86/1(23)VBGRAMG/DH-II, Dt.- 29/07/2026 have been invited.
Contact the office of the u/s and visit www.wbtenders.gov.in for
details. Tender ID: 2026_ZPHD_1034743_1 to 5 and
2026_ZPHD_1035045_1 to8. Last date of application is 04/08/2026
up to 15.00 Hrs and 06/08/2026 up to 14.00 Hrs respectively.

Sd/
Programme Officer, VB-G RAM G &

Block Development Officer
Diamond Harbour-II Dev. Block
Sarisha: South 24-Parganas

CHANGE OF NAME
I , SMT. DEBDUTTA MAJUMDER
resident of 5/14, Bijoygarh, Regent
Estate, P.S. Netaji Nagar, Kolkata-
700092, do hereby solemnly declare
that :- My father Rana Chowdhury
alias Sidhartha Prasad Chowdhury
was working at Gun & Shell Factory,
Cossipore as Ex-Turner HS-II and
retired from service on 30.01.1989
subsequently expired on 29.07.2014.
That in all important documents and
in service record including pension
papers/PPO my father's name has
been mentioned as Rana Chowdhury.
That in all of my important documents
i.e. Aadhaar Card, PAN Card including
all educational documents my father's
name has been men t ioned as
Sidhartha Prasad Chowdhury in place
of Rana Chowdhury. I, Debdutta
Majumder being widow daughter of
Rana Chowdhury alias Sidhartha
Prasad Chowdhury do hereby declare
vide Affidavit dated 30.03.2026 before

st1 Class Judicial Magistrate, Alipore
t ha t RANA CHOWDHURY and
SIDHARTHA PRASAD CHOWDHURY
was the same one and identical person.

GENERAL MANAGER (P&A)Raj.Samwad/C/26/8007

Rajasthan Co-operative Dairy Federation Limited
No. :- RCDF/F1./Admn/Contract employee/2026/19162 Dated :- 27/07/2026

RCDF invites tender/Bid online from the eligible agencies for providing the services of service
points on job basis (Rate Contract) as mentioned below on outsourcing basis. The last date & time for
submission of bid is 17.08.2026 upto 11.00 AMTechnical bidwill be opened on dated 17.08.2026 at 11.00
AM Relevant tender/Bid document containing detailed terms and conditions can be down loaded from
the website i.e. http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in (Tender ID 2026_57823_1) www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in
(UBN:CDF2627SLOB00676)&www.sarasmilkfed.rajasthan.gov.in.

TENDER/BID NOTICE

Category
Total Service
Point cost (in

Rs.)

Bid Security
(in Rs.)

Tender/Bid document
cost Including GST (in

Rs.)

Tender /Bid Processing
Fees (Payable to MD,

RISL)

Tender
Period

Service
points 8.5 Crore 17.00 lakh 2950 2500 Two Year

e-Procurement Tender Noice (Paper Noificaion)
TGSPDCL intends to float tender for Supply, Operaing and Maintenance

of AutomaicMeter Reading System for “LT Services with HTMetering” Energy
Meters under TOTEXmodel in 21 circles covering in TGSPDCL in Telangana state
on e-procurement plaform.
For further details of above, please visit htps://www.tgsouthernpower.org and
htps://tender.telangana.gov.in. Phone: 040-23431321

Sd/- CHIEF ENGINEER (PROJECTS)
TGSPDCL, Hyderabad.DIPR R.O. No. : 364-PP/CL-AGENCY/ADVT/2026-27 Dt: 30-07-2026

SOUTHERN POWER DISTRIBUTION COMPANY OF TELANGANA LTD.
Whilst care is taken prior to

acceptance of advertising

copy,it isnotpossibletoverify

its contents. The Indian

Express (P) Limited cannot

beheldresponsible forsuch

contents,nor forany lossor

damageincurredasaresultof

transactionswithcompanies,

associations or individuals

advertisinginitsnewspapers

orPublications.Wetherefore

recommend that readers

make necessary inquiries

beforesendinganymonies

or entering into any

agreementswithadvertisers

or otherwise acting on an

advertisement in any

mannerwhatsoever.

''IMPORTANT''

Kolkata
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MUTHOOT FINCORP LTD. | GOLD AUCTION NOTICE
Regd. Office: Muthoot Centre, TC No 27/3022, Punnen Road, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India - 695001. CIN : U65929KL1997PLC011518, Ph: +91 471 4911400, 2331427.

Notice is hereby given for the information of all concerned that gold ornaments pledged with under mentioned branches of the company , which were overdue for redemption and which have not been redeemed so for in spite of
repeated notices will be auctioned on 01.09.2026 from 10 am onwards.
Auction Date: 01.09.2026 - EAST MEDINIPORE DISTRICT - CHANDIPUR: 4211004542, 4211004566, 4211004568, 4211004575, 4211004602, 4211004625, 4211004639, 4211004665, 4211004674, 4211004683,
4211004684, 4211004712, 4211004713, 4211004725, 4211004796, 4211004798, 4211004807, 4211004808, 4211004809, 4211004810, 4211004832, 4211004833, 4211004876, 4211004877, 4211004881, 4211004891,
4211004927, 4211004931, 4211004948, 4211004949, 4211004950, 4211004980, 4211004984, 4211005001, 4211005014, 4211005038, 4211005044, 4211005064, 4211005077, 4211005107, 4211005117, 4211005118,
4211005120, 4211005122, 4211005162, 4211005167, 4211005170, 4211005197, 4211005222, 4211005223, 4211005224, 4211005236, 4211005238, 4211005255, 4211005265, 4211005271, 4211005272, 4211005276,
4211005278, 4211005281, 4211005295, 4211005301, 4211005306, 4211005314, 4211005337, 4211005379, 4211005443, 4211005457, 4211005490, 4211005554, 4211005605, 4211005608, 4211005648, 4211005653,
4211005670, 4211005704, 4211005740, 4211005746, 4211005778, 4211005805, 4211005816, 4211005835, 4211005863, 4211005868, 4211005871, 4211005890, 4211005938, 4211005995, 4211006005, 4211006009,
4211006015, 4211006027, 4211006032, 4211006033, 4211006045, 4211006088, 4211006097, 4211006105, 4211006131, 4211006132, 4211006139, 4211006140, 4211006147, 4211006192, 4211006195, 4211006274,
4211006297, 4211006321, 4211006364, 4211006374, 4211006413, 4211006421. CONTAI: 4115005416, 4115005422, 4115005438, 4115005553, 4115005645, 4115005655, 4115005700, 4115005709, 4115005715,
4115005755, 4115005757, 4115005769, 4115005808, 4115005824, 4115005857, 4115005861, 4115005902, 4115005903, 4115005907, 4115005914, 4115005930, 4115005931, 4115005932, 4115005955, 4115005968,
4115005972, 4115005974, 4115005977, 4115005983, 4115006002, 4115006009, 4115006038, 4115006047, 4115006050, 4115006055, 4115006060, 4115006078, 4115006119, 4115006141, 4115006159, 4115006161,
4115006168, 4115006176, 4115006182, 4115006183, 4115006189, 4115006190, 4115006196, 4115006202, 4115006211, 4115006214, 4115006226, 4115006232, 4115006238, 4115006239, 4115006248, 4115006259,
4115006261, 4115006262, 4115006270, 4115006282, 4115006291, 4115006321, 4115006324, 4115006340, 4115006360, 4115006366, 4115006367, 4115006368, 4115006378, 4115006380, 4115006382, 4115006392,
4115006393, 4115006409, 4115006416, 4115006429, 4115006432, 4115006433, 4115006435, 4115006437, 4115006439, 4115006453, 4115006454, 4115006487, 4115006488, 4115006494, 4115006507, 4115006508,
4115006509, 4115006510, 4115006514, 4115006522, 4115006539, 4115006542, 4115006543, 4115006544, 4115006547, 4115006549, 4115006550, 4115006560, 4115006591, 4115006597, 4115006608, 4115006643,
4115006650, 4115006662, 4115006676, 4115006724, 4115006764, 4115006783, 4115006789, 4115006833, 4115006859, 4115006927, 4115006985, 4115006996, 4115007042, 4115007043, 4115007048, 4115007069,
4115007076, 4115007099, 4115007104, 4115007107, 4115007113, 4115007122, 4115007123, 4115007147, 4115007148, 4115007160, 4115007169, 4115007179, 4115007187, 4115007200, 4115007238, 4115007239,
4115007240, 4115007243, 4115007253, 4115007277, 4115007287, 4115007302, 4115007304, 4115007316, 4115007319, 4115007324, 4115007337, 4115007338, 4115007361, 4115007362, 4115007366, 4115007382,
4115007383, 4115007385, 4115007390, 4115007407, 4115007431, 4115007433, 4115007486, 4115007492, 4115007504, 4115007507, 4115007509, 4115007512, 4115007550, 4115007551, 4115007552, 4115007564,
4115007586, 4115007611, 4115007619, 4115007631, 4115007665, 4115007725, 4115007747, 4115007765, 4115007801, 4115007807, 4115007817, 4115007838, 4115007841, 4115007861, 4115007877, 4115007917,
8000454115. EGRA: 4163004693, 4163004694, 4163004707, 4163004770, 4163004825, 4163004855, 4163004859, 4163004860, 4163004867, 4163004927, 4163004950, 4163004952, 4163004976, 4163004994,
4163005062, 4163005063, 4163005066, 4163005067, 4163005068, 4163005117, 4163005141, 4163005143, 4163005162, 4163005164, 4163005165, 4163005178, 4163005179, 4163005183, 4163005185, 4163005186,
4163005203, 4163005221, 4163005251, 4163005253, 4163005269, 4163005271, 4163005282, 4163005309, 4163005327, 4163005329, 4163005330, 4163005349, 4163005385, 4163005386, 4163005389, 4163005398,
4163005407, 4163005409, 4163005418, 4163005445, 4163005447, 4163005467, 4163005480, 4163005507, 4163005524, 4163005526, 4163005531, 4163005542, 4163005574, 4163005592, 4163005611, 4163005626,
4163005635, 4163005672, 4163005690, 4163005691, 4163005692, 4163005699, 4163005709, 4163005764, 4163005772, 4163005780, 4163005796, 4163005818, 4163005819, 4163005837, 4163005846, 4163005847,
4163005879, 4163005885, 4163005888, 4163005945, 4163006044, 4163006121, 4163006125, 4163006161, 4163006203, 4163006292, 4163006297, 4163006306, 4163006308, 4163006317, 4163006328, 4163006336,
4163006349, 4163006362, 4163006370, 4163006372, 4163006392, 4163006398, 4163006406, 4163006435, 4163006436, 4163006437, 4163006447, 4163006450, 4163006453, 4163006455, 4163006478, 4163006479,
4163006490, 4163006492, 4163006504, 4163006525, 4163006533, 4163006536, 4163006554, 4163006586, 4163006618, 4163006631, 4163006640, 4163006647, 4163006649, 4163006656, 4163006658, 4163006665,
4163006666, 4163006672, 4163006673, 4163006674, 4163006717, 4163006719, 4163006746, 4163006752, 4163006776, 4163006777, 4163006785, 4163006792, 4163006812, 4163006874, 4163006917, 4163006931,
4163006946, 4163006947, 4163006963, 4163006994, 4163007002, 4163007007, 4163007096, 4163007102, 4163007142, 4163007179. HALDIA: 4102001276, 4102001287, 4102001315, 4102001316, 4102001317,
4102001318, 4102001417, 4102001474, 4102001536, 4102001556, 4102001558, 4102001565, 4102001567, 4102001577, 4102001581, 4102001584, 4102001605, 4102001609, 4102001619, 4102001623, 4102001628,
4102001639, 4102001662, 4102001671, 4102001688, 4102001690, 4102001693, 4102001708, 4102001711, 4102001712, 4102001715, 4102001717, 4102001720, 4102001728, 4102001729, 4102001742, 4102001743,
4102001825, 4102001845, 4102001867, 4102001870, 4102001871, 4102001872, 4102001873, 4102001874, 4102001909, 4102001914, 4102001931, 4102002001, 4102002060, 4102002067, 4102002071, 4102002089,
4102002090, 4102002101, 4102002155, 4102002194, 4102002215, 4102002223, 4102002231, 4102002244, 4102002246, 4102002250, 4102002254, 4102002265, 4102002266, 4102002286, 4102002305, 4102002315,
4102002405, 4102002438, 4102002562, 4102002576. MECHEDA-WEST BENGAL: 2890005932, 2890006015, 2890006072, 2890006299, 2890006357, 2890006366, 2890006388, 2890006486, 2890006492, 2890006519,
2890006546, 2890006561, 2890006590, 2890006608, 2890006651, 2890006701, 2890006706, 2890006710, 2890006734, 2890006750, 2890006757, 2890006792, 2890006797, 2890006798, 2890006799, 2890006800,
2890006802, 2890006810, 2890006826, 2890006840, 2890006850, 2890006871, 2890006890, 2890006895, 2890006898, 2890006900, 2890006956, 2890006958, 2890006963, 2890007082, 2890007117, 2890007119,
2890007121, 2890007125, 2890007127, 2890007155, 2890007205, 2890007207, 2890007233, 2890007254, 2890007273, 2890007301, 2890007341, 2890007350, 2890007369, 2890007371, 2890007372, 2890007395,
2890007407, 2890007423, 2890007454, 2890007470, 2890007480, 2890007481, 2890007493, 2890007561, 2890007608, 2890007612, 2890007652, 2890007675, 2890007684, 2890007712, 2890007739, 2890007745,
2890007779, 2890007839, 2890007843, 2890007862, 2890007865, 2890007925, 2890007926, 2890007927, 2890007955, 2890007956, 2890007962, 2890007965, 2890007966, 2890007968, 2890007986, 2890008038,
2890008090, 2890008119, 2890008160, 2890008191, 2890008196, 2890008202, 2890008218, 2890008240, 2890008250, 2890008284, 2890008286, 2890008287, 2890008354, 2890008356, 2890008386, 2890008388,
2890008402, 2890008425, 2890008434, 2890008441, 2890008442, 2890008453, 2890008460, 2890008466, 2890008537, 2890008569, 2890008612, 2890008619, 2890008637, 2890008652, 2890008656, 2890008679,
2890008685, 2890008705, 2890008743, 2890008778, 2890008810, 2890008852, 2890008885, 2890008889, 2890008919, 2890008932, 2890008953, 2890008954, 2890008955, 2890008970, 2890008973, 2890008986,
2890008991, 8000042890. PANSKURA: 3993004184, 3993004279, 3993004293, 3993004295, 3993004297, 3993004313, 3993004319, 3993004389, 3993004397, 3993004435, 3993004450, 3993004463, 3993004480,
3993004483, 3993004491, 3993004513, 3993004527, 3993004535, 3993004548, 3993004565, 3993004569, 3993004572, 3993004579, 3993004618, 3993004620, 3993004622, 3993004629, 3993004645, 3993004649,
3993004654, 3993004656, 3993004664, 3993004679, 3993004695, 3993004707, 3993004714, 3993004737, 3993004748, 3993004764, 3993004777, 3993004785, 3993004787, 3993004808, 3993004835, 3993004874,
3993004891, 3993004901, 3993004904, 3993004912, 3993004923, 3993004929, 3993004930, 3993004952, 3993004968, 3993004969, 3993004985, 3993004999, 3993005000, 3993005011, 3993005029, 3993005030,
3993005034, 3993005043, 3993005046, 3993005049, 3993005053, 3993005073, 3993005089, 3993005094, 3993005095, 3993005097, 3993005101, 3993005117, 3993005125, 3993005134, 3993005135, 3993005137,
3993005143, 3993005160, 3993005184, 3993005185, 3993005192, 3993005281, 3993005294, 3993005305, 3993005321, 3993005328, 3993005331, 3993005348, 3993005376, 3993005380, 3993005382, 3993005392,
3993005395, 3993005398, 3993005400, 3993005439, 3993005466, 3993005563, 3993005571, 3993005579, 3993005580, 3993005586, 3993005588, 3993005614, 3993005618, 3993005627, 3993005636, 3993005643,
3993005678, 3993005680, 3993005707, 3993005714, 3993005718, 3993005729, 3993005735, 3993005762, 3993005773, 3993005785, 3993005796, 3993005797, 3993005798, 3993005804, 3993005807, 3993005816,
3993005818, 3993005824, 3993005852, 3993005875, 3993005922, 3993005950, 3993005960, 3993005963. RAMNAGAR(WB): 4162000161, 4162001488, 4162001492, 4162001493, 4162001494, 4162001495,
4162001522, 4162001535, 4162001546, 4162001578, 4162001589, 4162001608, 4162001619, 4162001679, 4162001680, 4162001698, 4162001699, 4162001701, 4162001703, 4162001711, 4162001736, 4162001737,
4162001738, 4162001742, 4162001758, 4162001761, 4162001762, 4162001774, 4162001792, 4162001801, 4162001816, 4162001823, 4162001830, 4162001877, 4162001900, 4162001915, 4162001916, 4162001948,
4162001961, 4162001972, 4162001983, 4162002004, 4162002011, 4162002012, 4162002013, 4162002014, 4162002016, 4162002031, 4162002035, 4162002044, 4162002060, 4162002061, 4162002062, 4162002066,
4162002068, 4162002073, 4162002084, 4162002090, 4162002091, 4162002094, 4162002104, 4162002125, 4162002130, 4162002151, 4162002187, 4162002208, 4162002211, 4162002223. TAMLUK: 4013004334,
4013004363, 4013004364, 4013004453, 4013004506, 4013004630, 4013004670, 4013004693, 4013004699, 4013004723, 4013004735, 4013004736, 4013004749, 4013004811, 4013004820, 4013004834, 4013004847,
4013004856, 4013004857, 4013004873, 4013004874, 4013004890, 4013004898, 4013004948, 4013004949, 4013004950, 4013004951, 4013004971, 4013004979, 4013004984, 4013004989, 4013004999, 4013005000,
4013005015, 4013005031, 4013005129, 4013005159, 4013005176, 4013005183, 4013005210, 4013005227, 4013005241, 4013005276, 4013005299, 4013005395, 4013005510, 4013005513, 4013005571, 4013005584,
4013005599, 4013005600, 4013005625, 4013005647, 4013005672, 4013005699, 4013005707, 4013005742, 4013005743, 4013005812, 4013005822, 4013005855, 4013005856, 4013005865, 4013005911, 4013006029,
4013006049, 4013006087, 4013006129, 4013006136, 4013006154, 4013006168, 4013006205, 4013006251, 4013006353. Auction Date: 01.09.2026 - PURBA MEDINIPUR DISTRICT - NANDIGRAM: 4306003360,
4306003387, 4306003442, 4306003482, 4306003486, 4306003487, 4306003492, 4306003550, 4306003590, 4306003591, 4306003598, 4306003602, 4306003634, 4306003658, 4306003685, 4306003708, 4306003726,
4306003732, 4306003743, 4306003752, 4306003796, 4306003798, 4306003811, 4306003834, 4306003858, 4306003863, 4306003877, 4306003894, 4306003895, 4306003902, 4306003916, 4306003925, 4306003959,
4306003970, 4306003986, 4306003987, 4306003989, 4306003993, 4306004001, 4306004017, 4306004045, 4306004136, 4306004178, 4306004186, 4306004216, 4306004263, 4306004288, 4306004337, 4306004351,
4306004359, 4306004360, 4306004370, 4306004409, 4306004415, 4306004443, 4306004499, 4306004512, 4306004518.
Auction will be conducted at respective branches. please note if the auction does not get completed on the same day due to any reasons, the same will be conducted on 12.09.2026 at 10.00 am onwards at EAST
MEDINIPORE DISTRICT - TAMLUK: FIRST FLOOR, NA , PLOT 57, HALDIA MECHEDA ROAD, NEARMANIKTALA MORE , TAMLUK, WEST BENGAL , 721636 .The bidders are requested to produce photo id
card ,Pan card .The successful bidder should transfer the money through RTGS.

MUTHOOT FINCORP LTD

MUTHOOT FINCORP LTD. | GOLD AUCTION NOTICE
Regd. Office: Muthoot Centre, TC No 27/3022, Punnen Road, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India - 695001. CIN : U65929KL1997PLC011518, Ph:

+91 471 4911400, 2331427.
Notice is hereby given for the information of all concerned that gold ornaments pledged with under mentioned branches of the company , which were overdue for redemption and
which have not been redeemed so for in spite of repeated notices will be auctioned on 01.09.2026 from 10 am onwards.
Auction Date: 01.09.2026 - JHARGRAM DISTRICT - JHARGRAM: 4082002871, 4082003464, 4082003467, 4082003485, 4082003489, 4082003495, 4082003521, 4082003543,
4082003544, 4082003545, 4082003564, 4082003576, 4082003577, 4082003600, 4082003604, 4082003614, 4082003638, 4082003643, 4082003646, 4082003673, 4082003686,
4082003695, 4082003708, 4082003712, 4082003716, 4082003724, 4082003736, 4082003740, 4082003760, 4082003780, 4082003784, 4082003786, 4082003787, 4082003793,
4082003809, 4082003815, 4082003817, 4082003847, 4082003848, 4082003849, 4082003852, 4082003855, 4082003864, 4082003873, 4082003877, 4082003885, 4082003888,
4082003896, 4082003909, 4082003910, 4082003928, 4082003929, 4082003930, 4082003939, 4082003943, 4082003945, 4082003951, 4082003955, 4082003956, 4082003958,
4082003960, 4082003966, 4082003967, 4082003968, 4082003978, 4082003990, 4082003994, 4082004000, 4082004001, 4082004028, 4082004032, 4082004037, 4082004053,
4082004056, 4082004059, 4082004060, 4082004061, 4082004066, 4082004067, 4082004070, 4082004072, 4082004073, 4082004076, 4082004082, 4082004095, 4082004109,
4082004129, 4082004132, 4082004161, 4082004167, 4082004169, 4082004174, 4082004175, 4082004176, 4082004177, 4082004188, 4082004197, 4082004203, 4082004214,
4082004216, 4082004218, 4082004229, 4082004240, 4082004252, 4082004254, 4082004260, 4082004270, 4082004278, 4082004290, 4082004297, 4082004299, 4082004322,
4082004341, 4082004359, 4082004360, 4082004383, 4082004393, 4082004398, 4082004401, 4082004402, 4082004403, 4082004415, 4082004430, 4082004441, 4082004458,
4082004462, 4082004463, 4082004464, 4082004467, 4082004469, 4082004470, 4082004471, 4082004482, 4082004490, 4082004491, 4082004492, 4082004495, 4082004505,
4082004509, 4082004539, 4082004544, 4082004569, 4082004576, 4082004583, 4082004599, 4082004609, 4082004612, 4082004614, 4082004634, 4082004646, 4082004652,
4082004664, 4082004701, 4082004704, 4082004728, 4082004737, 4082004741, 4082004759, 4082004760, 4082004761, 4082004763, 4082004770, 4082004771, 4082004772,
4082004781, 4082004782, 4082004786, 4082004806, 4082004811, 4082004823, 4082004828, 4082004855, 4082004858, 4082004862, 4082004863, 4082004876, 4082004917,
4082004919, 4082004925, 4082004929, 4082004937, 4082004978, 4082004979, 4082004986, 4082005013, 4082005044, 4082005059, 4082005075, 4082005085, 4082005098,
4082007108, 4082007109, 4082007112, 4082007114, 4082007115, 4082007116, 4082007117, 4082007128. Auction Date: 01.09.2026 - PASCHIM MEDINIPUR DISTRICT -
BELDA: 4263003070, 4263003076, 4263003101, 4263003146, 4263003211, 4263003273, 4263003332, 4263003362, 4263003366, 4263003392, 4263003398, 4263003426,
4263003445, 4263003457, 4263003459, 4263003468, 4263003498, 4263003505, 4263003507, 4263003519, 4263003524, 4263003530, 4263003536, 4263003541, 4263003542,
4263003553, 4263003565, 4263003611, 4263003636, 4263003647, 4263003663, 4263003680, 4263003722, 4263003742, 4263003803, 4263003827, 4263003854, 4263003905,
4263003920, 4263003943, 4263003960, 4263003975, 4263004030, 4263004048, 4263004055, 4263004061, 4263004075, 4263004083, 4263004089, 4263004113, 4263004154,
4263004155, 4263004170, 4263004179, 4263004264, 4263004266, 4263004339, 4263004421, 4263004463, 4263004472, 4263004483, 4263004485, 4263004492,
8000194263. Auction Date: 01.09.2026 - WEST MEDINIPUR DISTRICT - CHANDRAKONA ROAD: 4242002776, 4242002797, 4242002798, 4242002842, 4242002843,
4242002898, 4242002918, 4242002927, 4242002937, 4242002950, 4242002966, 4242002972, 4242002976, 4242002980, 4242002995, 4242003008, 4242003010, 4242003015,
4242003021, 4242003023, 4242003055, 4242003061, 4242003069, 4242003086, 4242003089, 4242003096, 4242003106, 4242003108, 4242003115, 4242003121, 4242003133,
4242003145, 4242003152, 4242003153, 4242003165, 4242003169, 4242003173, 4242003174, 4242003177, 4242003180, 4242003182, 4242003187, 4242003203, 4242003205,
4242003223, 4242003226, 4242003227, 4242003231, 4242003235, 4242003244, 4242003247, 4242003249, 4242003259, 4242003272, 4242003318, 4242003321, 4242003322,
4242003341, 4242003355, 4242003368, 4242003369, 4242003374, 4242003386, 4242003388, 4242003403, 4242003404, 4242003423, 4242003453, 4242003460, 4242003474,
4242003476, 4242003478, 4242003485, 4242003491, 4242003500, 4242003508, 4242003553, 4242003557, 4242003563, 4242003576, 4242003577, 4242003614, 4242003622,
4242003647, 4242003677, 4242003705, 4242003706, 4242003722, 4242003728, 4242003742, 4242003758, 4242003787, 4242003798, 4242003834, 4242003839, 4242003846.
GHATAL: 4000003277, 4000003283, 4000003288, 4000003332, 4000003335, 4000003340, 4000003348, 4000003352, 4000003368, 4000003384, 4000003412, 4000003517,
4000003524, 4000003531, 4000003550, 4000003552, 4000003558, 4000003567, 4000003586, 4000003588, 4000003597, 4000003607, 4000003608, 4000003618, 4000003639,
4000003644, 4000003657, 4000003661, 4000003662, 4000003680, 4000003689, 4000003692, 4000003697, 4000003701, 4000003702, 4000003712, 4000003718, 4000003720,
4000003742, 4000003744, 4000003762, 4000003772, 4000003783, 4000003802, 4000003824, 4000003832, 4000003833, 4000003838, 4000003854, 4000003877, 4000003891,
4000003894, 4000003914, 4000003924, 4000003926, 4000003934, 4000003936, 4000003957, 4000003996, 4000004016, 4000004019, 4000004032, 4000004033, 4000004034,
4000004050, 4000004156, 4000004157, 4000004168, 4000004183, 4000004187, 4000004213, 4000004216, 4000004239, 4000004246, 4000004271, 4000004278, 4000004291,
4000004294, 4000004317, 4000004366, 4000004429, 4000004430, 4000004434, 4000004459, 4000004464, 4000004465, 4000004503, 4000004546, 4000004561, 4000004572.
KHARAGPUR: 3991005100, 3991005140, 3991005172, 3991005214, 3991005223, 3991005243, 3991005245, 3991005247, 3991005249, 3991005300, 3991005342,
3991005388, 3991005432, 3991005446, 3991005492, 3991005500, 3991005531, 3991005547, 3991005555, 3991005566, 3991005569, 3991005593, 3991005595, 3991005596,
3991005612, 3991005660, 3991005661, 3991005672, 3991005715, 3991005717, 3991005719, 3991005725, 3991005740, 3991005741, 3991005743, 3991005768, 3991005793,
3991005800, 3991005823, 3991005833, 3991005840, 3991005843, 3991005877, 3991005892, 3991005903, 3991005907, 3991005912, 3991005915, 3991005918, 3991005919,
3991005920, 3991005922, 3991005938, 3991005939, 3991005945, 3991005954, 3991005974, 3991005975, 3991005980, 3991005982, 3991005994, 3991006005, 3991006008,
3991006018, 3991006028, 3991006034, 3991006038, 3991006053, 3991006059, 3991006061, 3991006072, 3991006090, 3991006093, 3991006107, 3991006111, 3991006129,
3991006148, 3991006167, 3991006178, 3991006204, 3991006205, 3991006206, 3991006207, 3991006211, 3991006224, 3991006228, 3991006269, 3991006274, 3991006320,
3991006330, 3991006338, 3991006345, 3991006366, 3991006384, 3991006396, 3991006418, 3991006422, 3991006457, 3991006492, 3991006534, 3991006608, 3991006609,
3991006646, 3991006648, 3991006657, 3991006660, 3991006671, 3991006687, 3991006689, 3991006690, 3991006699, 3991006700, 3991006701, 3991006714, 3991006721,
3991006723, 3991006724, 3991006725, 3991006786, 3991006787, 3991006797, 3991006832, 3991006834, 3991006840, 3991006870, 3991006873, 3991006874, 3991006885,
3991006935, 3991006963, 3991006966, 3991006988, 3991006994, 3991007012, 3991007014, 3991007030, 3991007033, 3991007061, 3991007073, 3991007095, 3991007107,
3991007114, 3991007117, 3991007134, 3991007137, 3991007148, 3991007149, 3991007203, 3991007204, 3991007256, 3991007304, 3991007308, 3991007312, 3991007313,
3991007348, 3991007353, 3991007370, 3991007407, 3991007410, 3991007426, 3991007434, 3991007437, 3991007454, 3991007476, 3991007489, 3991007491, 3991007498,
3991007547, 3991007587, 3991007667, 3991007676. KHARAGPUR-MALANCHA: 4258002589, 4258003850, 4258003862, 4258003907, 4258003938, 4258003963,
4258003977, 4258003992, 4258004004, 4258004011, 4258004105, 4258004119, 4258004120, 4258004124, 4258004129, 4258004130, 4258004136, 4258004146, 4258004152,
4258004172, 4258004180, 4258004182, 4258004183, 4258004196, 4258004198, 4258004199, 4258004207, 4258004208, 4258004219, 4258004223, 4258004227, 4258004235,
4258004237, 4258004247, 4258004264, 4258004267, 4258004278, 4258004280, 4258004312, 4258004325, 4258004327, 4258004351, 4258004352, 4258004355, 4258004397,
4258004400, 4258004401, 4258004403, 4258004404, 4258004409, 4258004419, 4258004420, 4258004422, 4258004454, 4258004458, 4258004471, 4258004473, 4258004480,
4258004490, 4258004492, 4258004498, 4258004499, 4258004527, 4258004529, 4258004530, 4258004531, 4258004544, 4258004547, 4258004570, 4258004573, 4258004600,
4258004606, 4258004616, 4258004642, 4258004665, 4258004674, 4258004675, 4258004682, 4258004684, 4258004686, 4258004702, 4258004708, 4258004718, 4258004741,
4258004750, 4258004754, 4258004760, 4258004762, 4258004787, 4258004791, 4258004856, 4258004864, 4258004937, 4258004967, 4258004992, 4258005018, 4258005059,
4258005068, 4258005069, 4258005070, 4258005071, 4258005098, 4258005099, 4258005101, 4258005108, 4258005111, 4258005120, 4258005134, 4258005136, 4258005145,
4258005153, 4258005163, 4258005189, 4258005192, 4258005193, 4258005265, 4258005269, 4258005276, 4258005278, 4258005279, 4258005295, 4258005296, 4258005318,
4258005321, 4258005322, 4258005324, 4258005357, 4258005387, 4258005388, 4258005411, 4258005608, 4258005641, 4258005647, 4258005660, 4258005668, 4258005693,
4258005703, 4258005769. MEDINIPUR: 4075001574, 4075001585, 4075001614, 4075001622, 4075001661, 4075001676, 4075001735, 4075001742, 4075001770, 4075001778,
4075001833, 4075001860, 4075001861, 4075001862, 4075001864, 4075001871, 4075001886, 4075001892, 4075001904, 4075001929, 4075001967, 4075001995, 4075002010,
4075002011, 4075002019, 4075002022, 4075002023, 4075002030, 4075002035, 4075002038, 4075002039, 4075002044, 4075002049, 4075002051, 4075002057, 4075002061,
4075002069, 4075002079, 4075002104, 4075002112, 4075002114, 4075002115, 4075002138, 4075002139, 4075002144, 4075002149, 4075002151, 4075002152, 4075002176,
4075002198, 4075002206, 4075002247, 4075002255, 4075002263, 4075002268, 4075002271, 4075002294, 4075002299, 4075002337, 4075002420, 4075002635, 4075002645,
4075002693, 4075002695, 4075002696, 4075002711, 4075002712, 4075002716, 4075002762, 4075002793, 4075002815, 4075002817, 4075002840, 4075002848, 4075002859,
4075002860, 4075002877, 4075002881, 4075002882, 4075002885, 4075002896, 4075002921, 4075002936, 4075002939, 4075002941, 4075002943, 4075002945, 4075002971,
4075002983, 4075003050, 4075003194, 4075003254, 4075003258, 4075003261.
Auction will be conducted at respective branches. please note if the auction does not get completed on the same day due to any reasons, the same will be conducted
on 14.09.2026 at 10.00 am onwards at WEST MEDINIPUR DISTRICT - KHARAGPUR: FIRST FLOOR, . , 148/132, O T ROAD,NEAR KAMALA CABIN BUS STAND,
OPPOSITEALLAHABAD BANK , KHARAGPUR, WEST BENGAL , 721305 .The bidders are requested to produce photo id card ,Pan card .The successful bidder should
transfer the money through RTGS.

MUTHOOT FINCORP LTD

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION
ENGINEER

RURALWORKS CIRCLE, BERHAMPUR
(At/Po- Ambapua, Near Income Tax office, Berhampur-760011,

Ganjam, Odisha)

E-mail:- serwbpr2004@yahoo.com, Tel No.:-0680-2404287)

NOTICE
FOR PRADHAN MANTRI GRAM SADAK YOJANA (PMGSY)

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH "e"-Procurement
Bid identification No. Online Tender/12-2026-27/PMGSY/BPR

The Chief Construction Engineer, Rural Works Circle, Berhampur on behalf of Odisha
State Rural Road Agency invites the percentage rate bids in electronic tendering system
for construction of Roads & Bridges under Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana
[PMGSY-IV (B-i)] in the districts of Kandhamal for 25 (Twenty Five) number of
packages with estimated cost totalling to Rs 32.05 Cr (Approximate) including their
maintenance for five years from the eligible contractors registered with State PWD
/CPWD/MES/ Railways. The registered bidder of outside Odisha, can also participate
in this process, but shall have to subsequently undergo registration with the appropriate
authority of the State Govt. preferably within a month of the deadline for bid
submission, but prior to signing of the contract.
Date of release of Invitation for Bids through e-procurement. Dtd. 03.08.2026
Last Date/Time for receipt of bids through e-procurement: 17.08.2026 upto 5.30
PM
(i) EMD / Bid Security, Cost of Bid document is to be transferred through Online

as per the procedure mentioned in the DTCN.
(ii) Non-submission of the information/documents through online by the bidder as

per mentioned DTCN will also liable for rejection of his tender.
For further details and corrigendum (if any) please log on to
www.pmgsytenders.gov.in.

25001/849/2627

Sd/-
Chief Constration Engineer

R.W.Circle, Berhampur
OIPR-25001/25071/1/26-27/0034

Øekad@fuekZ.k@2026&27@5184 fnukad%& 22-07-2026

bZ&fufonk lwpuk la[;k 07@2026&27
uxj ifj"kn] C;koj }kjk ifj"kn {kS= esa jkT; ljdkj ls izkIr 15osa for vk;ksx

¼vuVkbZM½] SFC rFkk futh vk; en ,oa fo/kk;d dks"k ls 28 fuekZ.k dk;Z ifj"kn ds
lEcfU/kr Js.kh ds iathd`r Bsdsnkjksa ,oa lkoZtfud fuekZ.k foHkkx ds l{ke iathd`r Bsdsnkjksa
ls E-Procurement izfd;k ds rgr dsoy www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in dh vkWuykbZu
fufonk ds ek/;e ls fufonk vkeaf=r dh tkrh gSA fnukad 17-08-2026 lka; 06%00 cts rd
fufonk Hkjh tk ldrh gS ,oa bZ&fufonk QkeZ 'kqYd ,oa izkslsflax Qhl dh jkf'k uxj ifj"kn
ds IDFC First Bankds [kkrk la[;k 10123576694 vkbZ-,Q-lh- dksM IDFB0042185 esa tek
djkdj cksyh /kjksgj dk Mh-Mh-@cSadj pSd uxj ifj"kn] C;koj ds fuekZ.k 'kk[kk esa fnukad
18-08-2026 dks izkr% 11 cts ls iwoZ tek djkuk vfuok;Z djkuk vfuok;Z gSA dqy 28 fuekZ.k
dk;Z djk;s tkus gSA bZ&fufonk lwpuk dh leLr 'krsZa SPPP iksVZy ij ns[kh tk ldrh gSA
ftldk NIBCodeDLB2627A4910 gS ,oa UBNNo. fuEukuqlkj gS%&
1. DLB2627WSOB11777 2. DLB2627 WSOB11778

3. DLB2627 WSOB11779 4. DLB2627 WSOB11782

5. DLB2627 WSOB11783 6. DLB2627 WSOB11784

7. DLB2627 WSOB11785 8. DLB2627 WSOB11787

9. DLB2627 WSOB11788 10. DLB2627 WSOB11789

11. DLB2627 WSOB11790 12. DLB2627 WSOB11791

13. DLB2627 WSOB11792 14. DLB2627 WSOB11793

15. DLB2627 WSOB11796 16. DLB2627 WSOB11799

17. DLB2627 WSOB11800 18. DLB2627 WSOB11802

19. DLB2627 WSOB11803 20. DLB2627 WSOB11805

21. DLB2627 WSOB11806 22. DLB2627 WSOB11808

23. DLB2627 WSOB11812 24. DLB2627 WSOB11816

25. DLB2627 WSOB11818 26. DLB2627 WSOB11820

27. DLB2627 WSOB11823 28. DLB2627 WSOB11825

vk;qDr
uxj ifj"kn] C;kojjkt-laokn@lh@26@8076

dk;kZy; uxj ifj"kn~] C;koj
Tel No. 01462-258665, 257509 Email Add: npbeawar@gmail.com

Whilst care is taken prior to

acceptance of advertising

copy,it isnotpossibletoverify

its contents. The Indian

Express (P) Limited cannot

beheldresponsible forsuch

contents,nor forany lossor

damageincurredasaresultof
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''IMPORTANT''

indianexpress.com

The Indian Express.
For the Indian Intelligent.

I arrive at a conclusion
not an assumption.
Inform your opinionwith

detailed analysis.

Raj.Samwad/C/26/8035
Project Director,

RUIDP

1. Rajasthan Urban Infrastructure Development Project (RUIDP) invites online
unconditional bids through e-procurement portal http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in
for Package No. RUIDP/RIICO/PALI/01 for the work of "Recycled Water Distribution
Project for RIICO Industrial Area Madia Road, Pali" from eligible class contractor.

2. RTPP Act 2012 and Rules 2013 with all amendment will also be applicable.
3. Bid document for downloading would be available at e-proc website
www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in starting from 27th July, 2026. Deadline for bid
submission up to 15:00 hours on 17th August, 2026.

4. Pre-bid Meeting for the work package will be held at 15:00 hours on 3rd August,
2026. All the prospective bidders are advised to participate in the Pre-bid meeting.

5. Any addendum, clarification to the bidder's queries and corrigendum etc. will be
published on the e-proc web sites and will not be published in Newspapers.

6. Bidders may contact Additional Project Director, RUIDP (0141-2548404), Jaipur for
any information on bidding process.

NIB Code : UID2627A0015, UBN No. : UID2627WLOB00014

OOffffiiccee ooff tthhee PPrroojjeecctt DDiirreeccttoorr
RRaajjaasstthhaann UUrrbbaann IInnffrraassttrruuccttuurree DDeevveellooppmmeenntt PPrroojjeecctt

AAVVSS BBuuiillddiinngg,, JJaawwaahhaarr CCiirrccllee,, JJLLNN MMaarrgg,, JJaaiippuurr –– 330022001177 TTeell NNoo..:: ++9911 114411 22772211996666,,
FFaaxx NNoo..:: 00114411--22772211991199 eemmaaiill ::mmaaiill..rruuiiddpp@@rraajjaasstthhaann..ggoovv..iinn,, wweebb ssiittee:: wwwwww..rruuiiddpp..rraajjaasstthhaann..ggoovv..iinn

Invitation for Bids- RUIDP/RIICO/PALI/03

Raj.Samwad/C/26/8034 Commissioner (Inv. & NRIs)

BBuurreeaauu ooff IInnvveessttmmeenntt PPrroommoottiioonn
BIP/Info/667 Date :- 28/07/2026Notice Inviting Bid

Bids for procurement of Creative, design and social media Partner for Bureau of
Investment Promotion, Jaipur (a Government of Rajasthan undertaking) are invited
from interested bidders upto 2:00 PM of 07.08.2026. Other particulars of the bid may
be visited on the procurement portals: (http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in) and
(http://sppp.raj.nic.in)of the state.UBNNo.BIP2627SLRC00021

Udyog Bhawan, Tilak Marg, Jaipur

Kolkata
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Sport

PritishRaj
NewDelhi, July30

SreeShanKar MuraLI
jumped 8.09m to clinch the
men's long jump silver at the
2026 Commonwealth Games
onWednesday.hehadwonthe
samemedalatthe2022edition
withaneffortof8.08m.

after the final jump,which
wasafoul,Sreeshankarlooked
disappointed,knowingthathe
couldhavewonthegoldwhich
wenttotajayGayleofJamaica
withamarkof 8.15m.

however, the two silvers
four years apart and the im-
provementof0.01mhavebeen
accompanied by a lot of
change for the jumper from
Palakkad,Kerala.Sreeshankar,
who also won the 2023 asian
Gamessilver, rupturedthepa-
tellar tendon in his knee, that
too in his take-off leg, ruling
him out for the 2024 Paris
olympics.

the Glasgow silver is Sree-
shankar’s first major medal
after making a comeback a
yearago.“himcompetingnow
and winning a major medal
again is a blessing in itself.
Whenhewaswalkingwiththe
help of crutches after surgery,
all I wished was that he could
walk freely,” Sreeshankar’s
fatherMurali told The Indian
Express fromGlasgow.

Surgeons had warned be-
fore the surgery that hemight
notbeable to runagain.

“It looked dangerous.
When I first broke my knee
andhad theMrI report inmy
hand, it looked over for me. I
never thought that Iwould be
able to jump 8m again,” Sree-
shankar had said before leav-
ing for Glasgow. Following a
lengthy rehabilitation, Sree-
shankar made his comeback
andmanagedtoqualifyforthe
WorldChampionships.

“Last year was a crazy ride
forme. Ihad just fivecompeti-
tions but somehowmanaged
tomake it to theWorlds.Com-
peting there was like a dream
at that time,”he said.

Sreeshankar was injured
during a training session be-
foretheolympics,andthefear
ofhurting thekneeagainkept
comingback tohim.

“evenafter Iwasclearedto
train, I was afraid. It took a lot
of self- talkandconvincingfor
metogetbacktothefield,” the
27-year-old said.

“Mykneeisnot100percent
even now. It remains swollen.
thereare threeanchor screws

init, soIneedtoiceitregularly
and take a deep tissue mass-
age.But, I havegotused to the
new training regimenow.”

afterreturningfrominjury,
Sreeshankar worked with re-
nowned Strength and Condi-
tioning coach Wayne Lom-
bard,whohelpedhim finalise
a training regime.

“Wayneisveryefficient.he
understands what my knee
needsandwithhishelp, Ihave
figured out a training regime
that allows me to compete
with a surgically repaired ten-
don,” explainedSreeshankar.

Path to consistency
Since his return to the in-

ternationalarena,Sreeshankar
hasbeenextremelyconsistent.
In the 2026 season, he has
crossed the 8mmark in every
competition he had featured
inwithhis best jumpof 8.38m
cominglastmonthattheInter-
State athletics Champion-
ships inBhubaneswar.

“thereare tworeasonsbe-
hind my consistency: better
understanding of my body
andquickadaptability tocon-
ditions,”Sreeshankarhadsaid

there. “During my injury, I
completedacourseonkinesi-
ology which helped me in
understandingmybody.even
during competition, if some-
thing happens, I can adjust
my technique according to
the situation.”

he has acquired this
adaptability fromhis years of
travelling around the world,
competingwith thebest in the
business.

“the likesofMiltiadisten-
toglou (former olympic
champion) don't care what
the weather is: whether the
wind is strongor if it's raining.
they just go for the jump. I
have inculcated the same ha-
bits where I ignore the condi-
tions. all of this has really
helped me remain consist-
ent,” Sreeshankar said.

With another Common-
wealthGames silvermedal in
his pocket, Sreeshankar is
eyeing the asian Games,
which start in September,
where the long jumper will
looktoupgradehissilver from
the last edition.

Fromcrutchestopodium:
Sreeshankar’scomeback

{ c w g : j u l y 2 3 - a u g u S T 2 }

Long jumperwon
his secondCWG
silver ina row

shivaniNaik
Mumbai, July30

In a low 80s qualification of
the javelin at the Common-
wealth Games 2026, India
packed in 1/4th of the 12-man
final, led by neeraj Chopra's
79.61 metres on 5th place.
rohit Yadav (78.37) on 10th
place and Yash Vir Singh
(78.36) on 11th, made it 3 In-
dians for theFriday finale.

Chopra improved on his
first 76.28 to sit on fifth at
79.61m.aCWGchampionfrom
2018, a harbinger of his olym-
pic gold, Chopra is returning
from injury this time. he had
missed the 2022 edition be-
causeof injury.

Chopra told the olympic
channelandothermedia, "I'm
happy I'm in final. that was
goal for final. throw was ok.
the goal is to go in final and
givemybest there."

India's greatest athlete
would elaborate on condi-
tions, "Conditions were not
best for javelin throwers. not
onlycoldbutwindy.andwind
also not from front. It's very
hard to process. But some-
timesI thoughtI'll throwthere
but wind would come from
other side. Loads of throwers
struggled.nobodythrewauto-
matic qualification," he said.

Chopra sounded upbeat
saying, "happy all three In-
dians are in final."

Biggest threat
on his biggest threat ru-

mesh tharanga Pathirage of
Sri Lanka, Chopra said, "he is
a good boy. he is a friend of
mine. this year he really
threwwell. It'sgoodhe'sdoing
something great for Sri
Lanka." the last three CWG
champions have gone on to
win a gold or silver medal at
thenextolympics.

Pathirage led the 18-man
field with a strong first throw
of82.84m,asthewindycondi-
tionswere completely treach-
erous for the throwers, with
crosswinds rummaging the
spear flights on thursday
morning.a 13 kphwest-blow-
ing gust ensured the basic
Qualification mark of 84
metres wasn't cleared even
once by a group that boasted
the last two olympic cham-
pions and assorted other
Worldwinners.

Yegoexits
It meant that the likes of

formerworldchampionJulius
Yegoandthesecondbest from
PakistanandSriLanka—Mu-
hammad Yasir and Sumedha
ranasinghe — didn't make
the cut.

2025 world champion Ke-
shornWalcott,a formerolym-
pic champion from trinidad
tobago, snuck in by a thread

in 12th place, with 78.26m—
as six of the last 12 were
bunched between that and
78.91m.

arshad nadeem of Pakis-
tan first throw of 78.63m
ended up being the best. he
remains a contender along-
side anderson Peters who
tweaked his run-up to hurl
from the edge of the kerb for
81.29 onhis second.

Qualification distances
don'tmatter beyond sealing a
spot inthefinals.Buttheygive
the competitors an accurate
idea ofwhat conditions could
be like.

the finals though happen
in evenings, and winds can
easily blow the other way in
those parts at Scotstoun. a 14
degree crisp morning, how-

ever, ensured warmups in
cold, bitingGlasgow.

South african Douw Smit
(80.64) qualified a surprising
third, and englishman Ben
east brought in a late third
throwof80.38, tobecomeone
of only 4 to cross 80metres.

Smit who had finished
runners up to Chopra at the
ostravaGoldenSpike in 2025,
hasaseasonbestof84.57 from
a Poland win at Irena Sze-
winska Memorial this May.
the 27-year-old Saffer was a
prodigy brought down by a 5-
year-longbackinjury layoffhe
returned from in 2021. "I
thought I would never throw
again. But coach said let's
check. Iwasdonewithstudies.
But I threw81 sowent ahead,"
he had toldModern Athlete
Mag in 2023.

east had thrown above 80
only twice before this.

Walcott has been strug-
glingwithasideslipat release
thewhole of this year, but can
never be ruled out. he has a
mark of 82.52 at rabat and
83.45 atrome.

"nocleanhits,but the feel-
ing is there," he had posted
back in June. the reigning
World Champion, who won
the 2012 olympics with two
fractures in his back (L1 and
L3) and has framed his back-
brace, edged in last moment
thanks toKeyshawnStrachan
bringing out a 78.60, remains
a contender.

the 6-ft-5 Strachan from
Bahamas has never crossed
80. But he boasts of breaking
Peter'sWorldu20 record.

But the biggest threat re-
mains rumesh tharanga Pa-
thirage, the season sensation
from Kalutara, south of Co-
lombo. his rome Diamond
League mark of 92.62 looms
large on the field, but clearly
the challenge will be the con-
ditions inGlasgow.

2026 is led by the Sri Lan-
kan, followed by american
Curtis thompson and then
rohit Yadav (87.05), who
showed good adaptability to
go from 77.04 to 78.37, but 80
was Glasgow's 90 on a chal-
lengingQday.

In cold andwindyGlasgow,
Chopra &Co qualify for final

SreeshankarMurali camesecond toTajayGayleof Jamaica,withaneffort of8.09m. PtI

NeerajChopra'sbest throwof 79.61metresputhim in fifthplace. AP

Him
competing

nowandwinninga
majormedalagain is
ablessing in itself.
Whenhewas
walkingwiththe
helpofcrutchesafter
surgery,all Iwished
wasthathecould
walkfreely”
muRali,sreesHANKAr’s FAtHer
ONHIsCWG2026sILVer

Conditions
werenotbest

for javelinthrowers.
Notonlycoldbut
windy.Andwind
alsonot fromfront.
It’shardtoprocess...
Loadsof throwers
struggled.Nobody
threwautomatic
qualification”
NeeRajChoPRa,AFter
ADVANCINGtO JAVeLIN FINAL

lOtherresults
Women'sshotPut:Manpreet
Kaur finished fourthwith abest
throwof 17.49m.

Women's3000msC:Parul
Chaudhary finished fifthwith a
timingof 9:26.75.

men's triple jumpQualification:
PraveenChithravel andselva
Prabhubooked their berths for the
finalwith best jumps 16.41 and
16.26m.

men'sDecathlon: tejaswin
shankar is placed fifth after three
eventswith 2258points. He
registered apersonal best in long
jumpwitb7.82m.

shuvadityabose
NewDelhi, July30

SuCCeSSStorIeSandtalesof
hardship are part of sport. the
mostextraordinarystoryatthe
Glasgow Commonwealth
Games involved neither. In-
stead,itinvolvedaheadbutt,an
angry tirade and a surname
that stilldividesanation.

Inthequarterfinalofmen's
90+kgboxing,ugandanboxer
aziz abdul was disqualified
forheadbuttinghisopponent,
england'sDamarthomas. as
if Zinedine Zidane had de-
scended at the SeCCentre.

then came the outburst.
“I’m a black african, I

know. It'sGod'splan,”azizde-
clared. then alleged, “there
was a lot of b******t. holding,
elbowing. When other coun-
tries do this, they are disqual-
ified.theydecidedthewinner
before the fight.”

When a Press association
reporterattemptedaquestion,
aziz cut himoff.

“not you. I don't like you.”
his explanation was start-

ling: the journalisthadwritten
unfavourably about his
grandfather.

the report in question
stated his grandfather had
killed half a million people.
the grandfather being Idi
amin:a formerugandandic-
tator in the 1970s.

Coach in filmonAmin
Samuel Kabugo's dreams

weremodest in2005.Winning
a boxing competition, for in-
stance. that hewould feature
in a hollywood film, sharing
screen with Forest Whitaker,
wasbeyondhiswildestimagin-
ation.untildirectorKevinMac-
donaldarrived inuganda.

WhilefilmingtheLastKing
of Scotland, based on amin's
life, Macdonald needed real
boxers to recreate the former
president's years in the ring.
Kabugobecameoneof them.

twodecades later, the past
returned.

now head coach of
uganda's boxing team and
owner of Kololo Boxing Club,
Kabugomet a towering teen-
ager brought in by his elder
brotherhabib.

“Before boxing, aziz had
been doing martial arts and
taekwondo. his elder brother
habib brought him tome and
said, 'Coach, my younger
brother wants to try boxing.
he's a big, powerful boy.' he
joinedaroundJune2023.Idid-
n'tknowabouthisfamilyback-
groundwhenaziz joinedme.
oneday,habibtoldme,'Coach,
doyouknowaboutourfamily?
We are the grandsons of Idi
amin.' Iwasshocked,"Kabugo
tells the Indian express from
uganda.

In Glasgow, aziz surprised

many by declaring himself
proud of his grandfather. he
later clarified that his admir-
ation stemmed not from
amin's presidential rule, but
fromhisboxingachievements.

“Idi amin is one of the rea-
sonswhyazizswitchedtobox-
ing. he was inspired by his
grandfather.azizisproudofhis
lineage. he didn't choose his
family or the history attached
to it, but he doesn't run away
fromiteither,” saysKabugo.

after disqualification, aziz
alleged the judges could not
standablackafricanbeatinga
european. Decades ago, amin
hadvoicedsimilar feelings.

“Several of aziz's victories
have come by knockouts. he

loves nothing more than
knocking his opponents out.
thereisaninterestingstorybe-
hind this. When ugandan
boxers complained about un-
fair judging at international
tournaments,amintoldthem,
'Don't leave it to the judges.
Knockyouropponentsout.; In
a way, aziz is following that
path,”Kabugosaid.

aziz's Commonwealth
Games debutwas not remark-
able,buthis journeyhasbeen.

“aziz is an exceptionally
quick learner. It took him just
fourmonthstoget intothena-
tional Championships, and
only one year to win the na-
tional Boxing League. With
only threeyearsof training,he

is at the Commonwealth
Games,”hiscoachsaid.

Yet, having publicly voiced
hisdesiretobethenew'Kingof
Scotland'beforethefight,ashis
grandfather once did, a dis-
qualificationforheadbuttingis
ratherunceremonious.

“ aziz has always been in-
credibly confident. he has the
heart of a lion.he never backs
down from anyone and never
walks into a fight intimidated
byanopponent.healsolikesto
speakhisheartout.onmostoc-
casions, he backs his words
withhispunches.Butat times,
it goesawry,”Kabugosaid.

onWednesday, itmost cer-
tainlydid.

Weighedbyhistory
uganda has taken a 55-

strong contingent to Glasgow,
buttheirmediaofficerhasbeen
inundated with interview re-
quests foronlyone.aziz.

“oncethemediafoundout,
it became impossible to separ-
ate aziz from that identity. In
uganda,Idiaminremainsone
of themost talked-about fig-
ures in history. So whenever
someone from his family
achieves something, it be-
comesnews.”

the attention itself isman-
ageable. the questions on
aminarenot.

“attimes,thefamilyhistory
weighs on him. even today,
therearesomanystoriesabout
the darker chapters of his rule
—thekillings, thedictatorship
andeverythingassociatedwith
thatperiod.aziznevermethis
grandfather, but he still is a
youngboywhogetsaffectedby
this constant narrative. one
day, he came up to me and
asked, 'Coach, why do people
continuespeakingbadlyabout
someonewhoisalreadydead?'
he is deeply religious, and be-
lieves judgment of the dead
only belongs to thealmighty,”
Kabugosaid.

Glasgow is over for aziz,
but Kabugo believes bigger
stages await. till then, he has
a request.

"Please judge aziz for the
manheis,notforthehistoryat-
tachedtohis surname.”

AzizAbdul (left) headbuttedEngland’sDamarThomas. reuters

l BOXINGWITH LINEAGE

Amin’s grandsondisqualifiedafterheadbuttingopponent

lTopfive
Name Nation best

t.Gayle JAM 8.15m

M.sreeshankar IND 8.09m

s.Mackenzie sCO 8.08m

C.Mitrevski Aus 8.02m

L. sathyanathan IND 7.97m

Reuters
Glasgow,July30

Veteran South african
swimmer Chad le Clos won a
21st Commonwealth Games
medal late on Wednesday to
overtake australia's emma
McKeonasthemostdecorated
athlete in theGames'history.
the34-year-oldswamthebut-
terfly leg as South africa took
bronze in the men's 4x100
medleyrelayforhisthirdofthe
2026 Games after silver in
themixed 4x100medley and
bronzeinthemen's4x100free-
style relay.

his record tally ismade up
of seven golds, five silvers and
ninebronzesacrossthelastfive
Games,startinginDelhiin2010
attheageof18whereheearned
fivemedals,andthenfollowed
bysevenmedals inGlasgow in
2014.

he continued with five
moreontheGoldCoast in2018
and one in Birmingham four
yearsago.

“It was emotional, but I
thinkthosefirsttwomedals(in
Glasgow2026)were just a little
bit more just because I had to
get over thehumpand tonight
I justhadtostaycoolandbring
ithome,”hesaidafterWednes-
day's relay.

“thewaytheboysandgirls
swam...theyswamtheirhearts

means theworld tome.”
Le Clos is also an olympic

champion. he stunned the
sportingworldwhenhepipped
MichaelPhelpsby0.05seconds
towin the200mbutterfly gold
at the2012LondonGames.

at the time, american icon
Phelpswas a 14-timeolympic
champion and he had not lost
in theeventsince2001.

Le Clos wonmedals at the
olympicsinrioin2016andhas
sincecompetedintokyoand

Paris.hehaspreviouslysaidhe
hopes to qualify for his fifth
olympicsinLosangelesintwo
years' time.

LeClos setsnewrecord
with21stGamesmedal

Attimes, the
familyhistory

weighsonhim.Even
today, thereareso
manystoriesabout
thedarkerchapters
of IdiAmin.The
killings, the
dictatorshipand
everythingelse from
thatperiod”
samuelkabugo,BOxer
AZIZ ABDuL’sCOACH

ATHLETICS
Men’sDecathlon 110m
hurdles: tejaswin shankar
2:35pm
Men’sDecathlondiscus
throw: tejaswin shankar
3:20pm
Men’sDecathlonpolevault:
tejaswin shankar5pm
Men’sDecathlon 1500m:
tejaswin shankar 1:05am
Mixed4x400mRelayRound
1:rajeshramesh, Vishal tK,
AnsaBabu,Neeru Pathak,
rashdeepKaur4:05pm
Men’s javelin throw final
(medal event):YashVir
singh, Neeraj Chopra, rohit
Yadav 12:45am(Saturday)
Men’s400mhurdles final
(medal event):Yashas
Palaksha, santhosh
tamilarasan 1:30am
(Saturday)

BOXING
Women's54kgsemifinal:
Preeti Pawar vsCatherine
Mwape (Zambia)3:15pm
Men's80kgsemifinal:
AnkushPanghal vs Joshua
Ofori (Canada)4:30pm
Women's57kgsemifinal:
Jaismine Lamboria vs
rapelangMaselela
(Lesotho)7:15pm
Women's 70kgsemifinal:
Arundhati Choudhary vs
rosie eccles (Wales)
7:30pm
Men's55kgsemifinal:
Jadumani singh vs Philip
PumuloMutakelaHaoseb
(Namibia)8:15pm
Women's51kgsemifinal:
sakshi Choudhary vsAmber-
JaneWall (Canada) 11:30pm
Women's 75kgsemifinal:
Lovlina Borgohain vs tarona
KhanumBadi Pasoni taafaki
(tuvalu) 12:45am
(Saturday)
Men's60kgsemifinal:
sachin siwach vsOwain
Harris-Allan (Wales) 1:15am
(Saturday)
Men's90+kgsemifinal:
Narender Berwal vsNigel
Paul (trinidad andtobago)
1:30am(Saturday)

CYCLING
Men’s4000mIndividual
PursuitQualifying:Dinesh
Kumar,Harshveersingh
sekhon4:59pm
Men’sTeamSprint Finals
(Gold): team India (David
Beckhamelkatohchoongo,
JemshsinghKeithellakpam,
ronaldosingh Laitonjam)
(subject to qualification)
10:55pm

LAWNBOWLS
Men'spairssectionalplay:
Navneetsingh&Dinesh
Kumarvs IanBarnes&Oliver
thompson(Falkland Islands)
5:15pm
Women'ssinglessectional
play:Nayanmonisaikiavs
MildredMkandawire (Zambia)
10:20pm

IndIa
watch

ChadLeClosovertookEmma
McKeon’s20medals. reuters

out. they kept saying 'we're
doingthisforChad'beforethey
walked down and it just

Kolkata
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UnnatiHoodadefeatedTanyaHemanth inR16. BAdmInTon PhoTo

Unnati,Tanvi, Devika, Kiran
enterTaipeiOpenquarters
Rising stars Unnati Hooda,
Tanvi Sharma and Devika
Sihag, along with seasoned
campaigner Kiran George,
advanced to the quarterfi-
nals of the Taipei Open
Super 300 badminton tour-
nament with impressive
victories on Thursday. The
experienced Kiran
outclassed compatriot Tha-
run Mannepalli 21-15 21-16

in just 32 minutes to book
his place in the last eight.
The 25-year-old, who won
the 2022 Odisha Open, 2023
Indonesia Masters and the
2023 Odisha Masters, will
next face fourth seed Yudai
Okimoto of Japan. In
women's singles, third seed
Unnati, defeated
compatriot Tanya Hemanth
21-19 21-12.PTI

Indiasweep
teamtitlesat
CWGTTC’ship
Manush Shah produced a
heroic performance as In-
dia's men's team overcame
a resilient Malaysia 3-2 in
the final to lift the 22nd
Commonwealth Table Ten-
nis Championships title on
Thursday. Earlier, the
women's squad thrashed
Malaysia without breaking
a sweat, wrapping up the
final with a 3-0 verdict at
the Thyagaraj Stadium. It
was a tricky final for the
men's team, especially after
their loss to Malaysia in the
league phase. The tie
appeared headed for a com-
fortable Indian win before
Qi Shen Wong cameback
from behind to defeat world
No. 41 Manav 2-3 and level
the contest at 2-2. Manush
Shah secured a comfortable
straight-game victory
against Wong in the final
rubber to seal the gold
medal for India at the home
venue.PTI
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SandipG
NewDelhi, July30

WItHHIscharacteristicbash-
ful smile, Ajinkya rahane an-
nounced his farewell from the
game that was his life for the
last twenty years. In an Insta-
gramvideo thatwasascrispas
hispunchesthroughcovers,he
said in a deeply philosophical
tone: “the reality of life is that
everythinghasabeginningand
everything has an end.When
thetimecomes,wesimplyhave
torespectitandmoveforward.”
If there was a hint of regret in
hisvoice,intheuncertaintyhis
careertraversedinthelastthree
years, in the greatness it felt
agonisingly short of, his smile
didwell to conceal it, as it had
through the thick and thin of
hiscareer.

In the twominutes, 22 sec-
onds video, he reflected onhis
greatest virtue, the gift of tim-
ing. It was about guts and grit
too, his career of 8413 interna-
tional runs,5077off themin85
tests,isdefinednotsomuchby
thesheernumbersasbytheim-
mensityofhisknocks, themo-
mentssomeofhisknockshave
etched.thestatistics tookahit
inthefinalstretchofhiscareer,
as it did to his contemporaries
ViratKohliandCheteshwarPu-
jara,droppingfrommid-40sto
apedestrian38.48,butrahane
leaves with the warmth of
scriptingsomeofhiscountry’s
most famousmoments in the
ViratKohli era.

Heneithercravedlimelight
not did limelight go in pursuit
of him, but he was there in
Lord’swithahundredinIndia’s
first victory at themost sacred
ground in the world; he was
there at MCG twice, with a
luminescent 147 and a 112 that
ignitedthemostdramaticturn-
aroundinthehistoryof Indian

cricket. Imperishably, rahane
would be remembered for this
centuryandtheseries,theman
whostartedthe fightbackafter
36 all out capitulation in Ade-
laide, and shepherded a group
of rookies to an improbably
dramatic series triumph.

How good a captain he
would have been is a conjec-
ture, buthehada serene auth-
ority about him that inspired
themenaroundhim,a tactical
sharpness lost in his mild
manners. His leadership, the
fleetingproofofit,wasareflec-
tion of his batting. Hewas not
as immeasurably gifted as his
Mumbai contemporary rohit
sharma; he was not blessed
with the irresistible rage of
Kohli; he couldn’t acquire the
monkish defiance of Chetesh-
warPujara.

Yet,hewasasvaluableasall
of them in the goldenphase of
India’stestcricket. Ifperform-
ance in overseas test victories
is the touchstone of batting
greatness,hetowersoverallthe
threepeers.

In the 20 tests that India
hadwonabroadinhis time,he
averaged47.4,withhundredsin
Australia, england, sri Lanka
andWest Indies. Kohli’s was
40.56; Pujara’s 43.57 and
rohit’s46.82. Itwasnotalways
a hundred, but a fighting half-
century, like the 96 in Johan-
nesburg, rated as one of his fi-
nestknocks.

Understated
Yet,hewasthemostunder-

stated among them; and he
showed a capacity to smile at
his relative anonymity. He
neithersoughttheadorationof
the media nor did he rage at
their iniquities.

even tweeting and Insta-
gramminghavebeenrecentin-
trusions. He once told this
newspaper: “People say I need
tobeinthenews…Idon’thave
aPrteam,myPrismycricket.”
It was perhaps themost head-
line-worthy quote he had ever
spun.He rarely, said anything
remotely controversial, let
alone a loose statement in this
eraofdeliberatemisinterpreta-
tion. Hewas polite,measured
andmatter-of-fact,abitlikehis

batting.
Whentheelementsaligned,

his batting in the longest
format soothed the senses,
suckingthetensionoutofacri-
sis.Hewasartistic,butwithout
extravagant brushstrokes; he
threw the punches and
counterpunches, but without
theswaggeringaudaciousness.
He possessed organically fast
hands, which he could twist
andtwerkashedesired.

Hemasterfullymanipulated
thegaps,withimperceptibleim-
provisations. A ball that Kohli
would look to punch through
coversorpointontheback-foot,
rahanewouldmerelyglidepast
gully,withanopenbatphase;a
delivery that Pujara looked to
block, hewill extendhis follow
through for a four down the
ground; he sweptwithout the
savagegraceofrohit.Helargely
batted at no 5, or 6, but had a
flexiblemind that benthis bat-
ting inthewayhechose to,and
could adapt himself to batting
anywhereintheorder.

He tamed swing and seam,
bounce and spin, before his
confidence against spinners
wavered, before lapse in con-
centration crept in.Hewas ar-
guably better in judging the
seamer’s lengths and move-
ment thanKohli,hadmoreag-
gressive routes to deal with
spinnersthanPujara,wasmore
methodicalandbalancedinhis
approach than rohit. the la-
ment about rahane is not
about what he couldn’t per-
form, butwhat he could have.
Hewould be remembered as a
semi-great that could have
easilybeenagreat.

Like rohit and Kohli, he
couldhavecarvedamoreglori-
oussliceofwhite-ballcricket.It
was not his fault alone. He
couldblamehimself for failing
to convert his starts into sub-
stantial knocks (24 half cen-
turies but three hundred in
OdIs),buthecan’tbeblamedif
he felt the selectors gavehima
raw deal (his last eight com-
pletedinningsincludedfive50-
plus scores). But he hasmade
peace with the conditional
clausesofhiscareer,andburied
all those in thebashful, self-ef-
facingsmileofhis.

Rahane retires: A batsman
who scripted famous win,
stamped his class overseas

Scored a vital
century and
captained India to
an away series win
in Australia

AjinkyaRahanescored8outofhis 12Test centuriesoutside India. FIle

PritishRaj
NewDelhi, July30

WHendILIP Gavit produced
the last dash towingold in the
men's 100mt47, a burst over
the final 30metres to cross in
10.71 seconds, his childhood
coachVaijnathKale, watching
from the stands, remembered
the years of struggle behind it.
Coach and athlete embraced;
emotions tookover.

two months before the
CommonwealthGames, Gavit
was not even certainhewould
compete inGlasgow.

His actual event, the 400m
t47, was not on the pro-
gramme.At the insistence of a
ParalympicCommitteeofIndia
official, he switched to the
100m,adistancehehadbarely
raced.Wednesday's run, on a
rain-soakedtrackinLane7,was
his firstmajor raceover it.

"today is Guru Purnima
and there is no better gift than
thisgoldmedal.ButwhateverI
do, it won't even get close to
whatKalesirhasdoneforme,"
Gavitsaid.KaletoldTheIndian
Express from Glasgow, more
simply, "When dreams come
true, such emotions comeout.
themedalisatestamentthata
boyfromanon-descriptvillage
ofnashik can dreamand then
achieve thatdream."

Five years earlier, an 18-
year-old Gavit had said of his
coach, "If he asksme to leave
runningandtryjumping,Iwill
do it without asking a ques-
tion."

Hewas not speaking about
the100m.Buthemightaswell
havebeen.

It was also a redemption.
the400mt47wastheeventhe
hadbuilthis careeraround,an
AsianParaGamesgoldin2022,
a Paralympic final in Paris in
2024, where he finished last,
eighth of eight, in 49.99 sec-
onds.Glasgowcame inadisci-
pline he had never seriously
run.HebecamethefirstIndian
to win a Commonwealth
Games gold in a para athletics
track event, and only the sec-
ond Indian ever to win one in
para athletics, after sharmila

dhankar's shot put gold days
earlier in thesamecity.

Gavitwasborntoafarming
tribal family in torandongri,
nearnashik,oneofsixchildren

the household was struggling
to feed.He losthis right armat
aroundfourorfive,accountshe
has given have varied slightly,
afterfallingfromamangotree.

"Myparentstookmetoanayur-
vedic practitioner instead of a
proper hospital," he has said.
"they just applied somemedi-
cationandbandagedmyarm."
the wound turned septic be-
forepropertreatmentcame."If
my parents had gone to a
properdoctor inthefirstplace,
theycouldhavesavedmyarm."

theamputationmadehim,
in the family's own reckoning,
onemoremouththeycouldnot
afford.Kalespottedthe11-year-
oldataschoolmeet.

"I saw the talent and then
hisconditions,"Kalesaid."Ide-
cided to adopthim.His family
said that they have nothing to
give but I convinced them to
senddilipwithme."Ittookhim
morethanamonth.thefamily
agreed only once he promised
to cover whatever the boy

wouldneed.
Gavit moved into Kale's

home."Mysirhastwochildren
and now I am like the eldest
son," he has said. "Coach sir is
everything tome. I trust him
blindly."

Navigating lows
Kalewasatechnicalofficial

for theMaharashtra Olympic
Association, running his own
small academy on the side,
when he took Gavit in. "I was
strugglingmyselfbutIthought
that I have enough to survive
while thisguyhasnothing.Let
mehelphim,"hesaid.

during and after the pan-
demic, Kale sold his land to
fund Gavit's foreign trips.
"Whatever problems came,we
navigated it together like a
fatherandsonwould,"hesaid.
"I soldmylandbut Idon'thave
anyregrets."

Asked if he had imagined
Gavitwouldcomethisfar,Kale
said, "All I wantedwas a good
life for this kid because hehad
thetalentandseeinghisfamily
conditionsbrokemyheart.But
I had never thought that one
decisionwould takeusso far."

the2022AsianParaGames
goldwasproofthesacrificehad
meant something. "that one
medal showed that our hard
work hasn't gone to waste,"
Kale said. "It just fuelled us up
formoreandmoreglory."

"thesemedalsaretheresult
of thatmoment," Gavit says of
the day Kale took him in. "For
me,heismyfather,motherand
everything."

He has one target left. "I
have won the Asian Games,
now I have CWG gold. now, I
want to win a Paralympics
medal." Kale says he simply
wants to cherish themoment
with theboyhecallshis son.

Basil shines
Behind Gavit at the finish

wasMohammed Basil Morss-
inganakath, of Malappuram,
Kerala, born without a right
hand, who took silver in 10.83
seconds.

It was Basil, not Gavit, who
hadwon their head-to-headat
the Commonwealth Games
trials,clocking10.64secondsto
Gavit'sslowertime."Ihaveseen
Basil since his younger days,"
Para-Athletics head coach sa-
tyanarayansaid."HejoinedsAI
trivandrum as a kid and has
been constantly progressing
since then." trials are not
Games. On Wednesday, in a
final that had nothing to do
with what either of themhad
done before it, India finished
oneandtwo.

‘Adopted’bycoachwhenhewas
11,Gavit shineswithsprintgold

COMMONWEALTHGAMES

‘Today isGuru
Purnimaand there
is no better gift
than this gold
medal’, says para
athlete who won
100m T47 gold

ParaathleteDilipGavit celebratesafterwinning thegoldmedal in 100mT47event inGlasgow. PTI

Gavitwith silvermedallistMohammedBasilMorssinganakath. (R)A
youngGavitwithcoachVaijnathKale.PTI/SPecIAl ArrAngemenT

ExpressNewsService
NewDelhi , July30

It Is official – India will be
facing Brazil in a football
friendly at the salt Lake sta-
dium in Kolkata on October 3
thisyear.thegroundhas,more
often than not, been the pre-
ferred venue on the rare occa-
sions that football’s elites have
descendeduponIndia,andyet,
this might just be the biggest
match it has ever hosted. the
Indian and Brazilian football
federations acknowledged in
theirstatementthekindoffan-
base that Brazil have in India

whileannouncingthefriendly.
those fans nowhave a chance
to catch a glimpse of the sel-
ecao in theflesh.

Itwillbethefirst timeIndia
faceasideplacedinthetopfive
of theFIFArankings,withBra-
zil currently placed fifth. the
five-time world champions
face Australia in twomatches
in september— their first as-
signment since a rather disap-
pointing2026WorldCupcam-
paign.

Brazil’s firstmatch in Aus-
traliaisscheduledtobeheldon
september 25 in townsville
and the second on september

29 in Brisbane. the visit to
Indiawill be their thirdmatch
of thewindow.

“towelcomeateamofBra-
zil’sstaturetoourcountryisan
extraordinary moment and
one that will undoubtedly be-
come a landmark chapter in

the history of Indian football,”
said M satyanarayan, AIFF
deputysecretarygeneral.

Both the Indian and Brazi-
lian statements acknowledge
thepresenceof a large fanbase
forBrazilianfootballplayers in
thecountry.

“It will be a special en-
counter with a country that
hosts the largest international
fanbase of the Brazilian na-
tional teamand that, for gen-
erations, has followed the his-
tory of Brazilian football with
immense affection and
passion.Weareeagertolivethis
moment alongsidemillions of

Indianfans!” said theCBF.
theAIFF,meanwhile, said

that Brazil’s legacy has “in-
spired generations of foot-
ballersacrosstheworld,includ-
ing millions of passionate
supporters in India.” “India is
knownforhavingoneofthelar-
gestBrazilianfanbasesoutside
ofBrazil.”

"For our national team
players, this is far more than
just anothermatch. It is a rare
opportunity to test themselves
againstoneofthegreatestfoot-
balling nations the game has
everknown,”subrataPaul,di-
rector,nationalteams, said.

AssociatedPress
Geneva , July30

FIFA PresIdent Gianni In-
fantino’s plan to sell stakes in
theWorldCuptoprivateequity
investors was hit hard thurs-
daybyhis formercolleaguesat
UeFA, who agreed to boycott
all the global soccer body’s
competitions inprotest.

“UeFA and its national as-
sociations will not participate
in FIFA competitions,” the
european soccer body said
afteranurgentonlinemeeting
of its55membernations.

the next scheduled FIFA
tournament iswithinweeks in
europe—theWomen’sUnder-
20WorldCuphostedbyPoland
fromsept. 5. “some things are
simply too important to sell,”
UeFAsaidinastatement.“the
FIFA World Cup belongs to
football. It alwayswill. And so
long as europe has a voice, it

willneverbeforsale.”thestrat-
egy meeting was called to
counterInfantino’sofferof$20
milliontoeachofFIFA’s211glo-
balmembers that has to be ac-
cepted bymid-september. In-
fantino’s secret project was
revealedtuesdaytospinoff its
commercial operations in a
new $20 billion subsidiary
calledFIFAForwardenterprise
(FFe)20%ownedbyprivatein-
vestors. the core investor
would be a new York invest-
ment firm created by Joshua
Kushner, the brother of U.s.
Presidentdonaldtrump’sson-
in-lawJaredKushner.

Infantinowrotetuesday to
the211members—alreadythe
effective owners of FIFA as a
non-profit association under
swiss law — that if they ap-
prove FFe their promised $10
million basic funding for the
next four years will double to
$20million.Heprojected their

FIFA funding through 2038
would be $86million each, in-
steadofabout$36million.

“this is not merely a pro-
found failureof leadership, but
an abdication of FIFA’s duty as
thecustodianofworldfootball,”

saidUeFA,whereInfantinowas
along-timestafferanditsCeO-
like general secretarywhenhe
was first elected to leadFIFA in
2016. Infantino’shigh-stakes fi-
nancial gambit now could
threatenhis previously secure

11-year presidency of FIFA as
anger and frustrationwithhim
risesamongsoccerstakeholders
includingthreeof thesixconti-
nentalbodies.

FIFAhassetanov. 18dead-
line forpotential candidates to
declareinapresidentialvoteof
the 211 members scheduled
nextMarchinrabat,Morocco.

Infantinohad seemed—11
days ago after theWorld Cup
final in east rutherford, new
Jersey—tohaveaclearpathto
beingre-electedunopposedfor
afourthandfinalterminoffice
through 2031. soccer officials
have said privately Infantino
eyes a commissioner-like role
attheFIFAForwardenterprise
spinoffbeyond2031.

“Gameover,Gianni#Infan-
tinOUt,” the Football sup-
porters europe group, which
advises UeFA on fan issues
such as ticket prices, posted
after theboycott threat.

UEFA to boycott FIFA competitions to protest WC ‘sale’

FIFA is likely to sell a stake in theWorldCup to thebrotherofU.S.
PresidentDonaldTrump’s son-in-lawJaredKushner.AP

India vs Brazil: Kolkata set to host blockbuster fixture
Itwillbe the first

timeIndiafaceaside
placedinthetopfive
of theFIFArankings,
withBrazil currently

placedfifth.

Kolkata


