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PMurges youth to
take vow against

Press Trust of India
letters@hirdistantimes com

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Sunday asked
the country’s youth to take a
pledge against substance abuse,
saying drugs can give them a
“high™ for some time, but would
make their entire career and
personal life “low",

Launching the Nasha Mukt
Yuva for Viksit Bharat Sankalp
Abhivan'. Modi said the coun-
try's youth must be mentally
and physically fit, for which itis
necessary for them o stay away
from all kinds of substance
abuse.

He also said that enemy
countries use the supphy of
drugs as part of their terror
plans because they know that
“youth are the future of our
country”.

“Drugs can give you a high
for some time, but it makes your
entire carzer and personal life
low," he said

Questioning the taboo
around drug addicts, Modi said
those who come out of drug
addiction are fighters and
should be honoured by soci-
ety."Society should respect
them, embrace them and give
them a second chance,” he sald.

The prime minister launched
the campaign virtually in the
presence of # large number ol
youth, who described them-
selves as representatives of
Gen-Z, days afier large-scale

continued o 57

substance abuse

PM Norendra Modi speaks during the virtual lounch of ‘Nasha
Mukt Yuva for Viksit Bharat Sankalp Abhiyan’ on Sunday.

L

Brahmakumaris in Bihar
to join de-addiction drive

.S.Ilh_hi.ih Pathak
subihash pathak@ntlive.cam

PATNA: The Bihar government
will sign a memorandum of
understanding {MoU] with the
Brahmakumaris  (Brahma
Kumaris Vishwa Vidyalaya) w
spearhead a comprehensive
de-addiction and awareness
campaign across the state, chief
minister Samrat Choudhary
announced on Sunday during
the launch of “Nasha Mukt Yuva
for Viksit Bhavat Sankalp Abhl
yan” by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi,

Choudhary and Bihar gover-
nar Syed Ata Hasnain partici-
pated virtually from Lol Bhawan
in Paina in the event, which was
organised by the Union ministry

of youth affairs and sports
through the MY Bharat platform,

Choudhary said Bihar will
remain & dry state and build a
healthy, prosperous state, He
emphasised that a strong resolve
against addictonand wide pub-
lic participation are essential for
a developed Bihar,
ced that the state

 with the Brahma-
kumaris to strengthen and
expand the de-addiction cam-
paign, ensuring coordination
with all institutions working In
this fiekd w make the effort more
effective and far-reaching,

He also referred to ongoing
efforts under the Nasha Mukr
Bharat Abhiyan. including pro-
grammes focused on villages,
schoals. colleges and youth. +p2
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Driver kills municipal | Man throws slipper at Pappu

officer over ‘denial of
leaves’ in Aurangabad

Prasun K Mishra
higatnadhindustantimes com

AURANGABAD: An Executive
Officer (EQ) of the Dehri-Dalmi-
anagar Nagar Parishad {Mumnici-
pal Council) in Rohtas district,
Vimal Kumar, was on Sunday
sensationally murdered under
the Barun police station are: in
Aurangabad district on Satur-
day night by his driver while the
officer was on his way from
Dehri to his residence in Dana
pur, said police, adding that the
driver was arrested.

Police said that the driver
Mithilesh Kumar committed the
crime In a fit of rage after an
altercation over urination stop-
page. “The driver has said in the
initial investigation that he was
incensed over repeated denial of
leave and being overworked by
the EO. On Saturday night,
while both were returning to
Danapur, the driver wanted to
stop for urination that the EO
refused and a seuffle broke out
between the two. Out of his

Dehri-Dalmianagar Nagar
Parishad’s Executive Officer
Vimal Kumar

rage, the driver pulled an ivon
pipe from the back seat and
killed the EO by repeatedly hit-
ting him,” said Inspector Gen-
eral (IG) of police, Magadh
Zoue, Vikas Vaibhav.

He added that the police had
fished out the crime weapon -
an iron lever pipe - from a
canal near the crime scene.

The police =aid that the
driver had earlier called the
police after the crime and sald
that he and EO were ambushed
by @ gang of criminals who

continued on =7

Yadav for skit on temple theft

HT Correspondent
|etters@nindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Member of Parlia-
ment from Bihar's Purnea,
Pappu Yadav, was targeted
inside his house in New Delhi's
Pandara Road where he was
holding a press conference as a
man hurled a shoe achim, Yaday
alleped thatanother person also
tried to attack him with a knife.

A scuffle broke out between
Yadav's supporters and two men
who had attempted to attack
Yadav.

Yadav on Friday had dressed
in saffron as 8 “saint” and pro-
tested against the theft of dona-
tons at the Ram temple in Aye-
dhya by enecting the theft at the
Parliament. Opposition MPs
including Rahul Gandhi joined
him in the “skit®, demanding a
discussion in the House, On Sat-
urday, BIP MP Bansuri Swaraj
and others wenl to DCP [New
Delhi) Sachin Sharma's office
with a complaint against Yaday
for hurting “sanatan culture”
and mocking saints.

Omn Sunday, Yadav was hold-

ing a press conference about the
Ram temple donation theft mat-
ter when a man came in the
crowd where supporters and
media persens were standing,
Police said he hurled & shoe
towards Yadav.

Palice said the accused, Sumit,
aresident of UP's Bulandshahr,
was overpowered and hit by
Yadav's supporters while
another  accused, Happy
Sharma, was also held, Police
said Yadav's supporters gave a
knife and said it was recovered

)

MNP Pappu Yadav addresses the media in New Delhi on Sunday. p1i

from Sumit's pocket. Police are
verifying all allegations,

Yadav told media * Thatman
had come w kill me with a lnife.
There is a a conspiracy to kill
1y day, some religious
v threatening me snd
saying "Burn him, we will give
%51 lakh.” In a video, Yadav is
seen [alking when the accused
interrupts him and later hurlsa
shoe which hit Yadav In the leg,

Yadav's media convenor, Jaid
Khan, who was present at the

contineed on 57

US will hold off on strikes against Iran: Trump

Associated Press
letters@hindustantines.com
WASHINGTON: US President
Donald Trump says he will crder
American forces to hold off on
new strikes against Iran. claim-
ing Mideast allies have reached
the parameters of a deal to end
the 5-month old war,

The emerging deal “would
include the Immediate, Com-
plete, and Total OPENING OF
THE HORMUTZ STRAIT, and an
cnd to Iran's nuclear threat,”
Trumpwrote in & Saturday even-

\ParLE)

IS JACK
RICH
OR BROKE?

KRACKJACK

JOKE

SCANTO
KNOW MORE

=]

Ing social media post
“Based on this request, | have
agreed, for the futare benefit of
the WORLD and, likewise, the
survival of 1 suecessfl and pros-
perous Iran, to cancel the attack,
subject to being able to rapidly
makea DEAL,™ Trimp said,
5 announced halts
1 Iran on several occa-
sions since the US
attacked Iranon F
things tounrawv
resume again.
Iran’s defense minister said
on X that the country was "nef-

fighting to

Donald Trump

ther surprised nor passive® fol-
fowing Trump's announcement
and said Iran continues to
remain alert in the face of con
crete threats from the Us

AXIS MAX

LIFE INSURAMNCE

A regional official says the
proposal announced by Trump
aver the weekend calls for the US
and [ran to return 10 negotis-
tions and continue working out
many of the issues that have sty-
mied prior progress on the deal.

The official, who is involved in
the mediation efforts, said the
proposal calls for reopening of
the Steait of Hormue and halting
attacks acmoss the region, includ-
ing by Iranian-backed militias in
Irng on the Arab Gulf countries
and Jordan,

The US. in exchange, will end

its naval blockade on Tran and
allow Tehran W export its oil as
stated in the tentative ceasefire
deal, he said,

Mo deal has been reached yet,
but mediation efforts are under-
way, said the official, who spoke
on condition of anenymity
Because he wasn'tautharized o
talk o the media,

Trwmp said that Iseael is join-
ing his commitment to end the
war by implementing the cease-
fire deal. Tsvael did not publicly
COMMENt on the anneuncement.

continued on 7
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Govt, Brahmakumaris to sign
MoU for de-addiction drive: CM

Subhash Pathak
subhash pathak@hthve com

PATNA: The state govermment
will sign 2 memorandum of
understanding (MolT) with the
Brahmakumaris  (Brahma
Kumaris Vishwa Vidyalaya) to
spearhead o comprehensive
de-addiction and awareness
campaign across the state, chief
minister Samrat Choudhary
announced on Sunday during
the lunch of ‘Nashn Mukt Yuva
for Viksit Bharat Sankalp Abhi-
yan' by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

Choudhary and Bihar gover-
nor Lt Gen Syed Ata Hasnain
(Retd)  participated virtually
from Lok Bhawan in Pama at the
event, which was organised by
the Union ministry of youth
affairs and sports through the
MY Bhara: platform.

The programme seeks to
inspire the youth to remain free
from substance abuse, It also
marks the beginning of a 100-
week nationwide Jan Bhagidari
campaign, with activities being
organised every Sunday to
spread awareness and mobilise
society for this cause.

Choudhary said Bihar will

Bihar Governor Lt Gen Sved Ata Hasnain (Retd) with chief

minister Samrat Choudhary and others take an oath during
Nasha Mukt Yava for Viksit Bharat Sankalp Abhiyan at Lok

Bhawan in Patna on Sunday.

remain a dry state and build a
healthy, prosperous state. He
emphasised that a strong resolve
against addiction and wide pub-
lic partcipation are essential for
a developed Bihar, He
announced that the state will

SANTOSH KUMARMT

pioneering prohibition policy
intreduced in 2006, which he
said has delivered significant
benefits, particularty to women
and families. He described Bihar
as a densely populated state with
4 large consumer base that has

partner with the Brahmi
aris to strengthen and expand
the de-addiction campaign,
ensuring coordination with adl
institutions working in this field
1o make the effort more effective
and far-reaching.

The CM highlighted the stare’s

reaped substantial i
after the goods and services tax
(GST) regime, while underscor-
ing the need for simultaneous
economic growth and sockal
improvement.

Choudhary noted that Bihar's
land has historically been

regarded as India's “Swarn
Bhoomi” (golden land) due toits
contributions in knowledge, cul-
fure and sociil consciousness,
Today, he =aid, the youth of
Bihar must channel thelr energy
and potential to build a devel-
oped and prosperous state.

He called upon the people of
the state, especially the young
generation, not to fall prey to
drugsand to actively contribute
to nation-building under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Muodi with the vision of 2 Viksit
Bharat by 2047,

RccaJIIng the state’s educa-
toral initiatives, he pointed out
that Bihar has established 221
degree colleges in the last few
years to expand higher educa-
tion opportunities.

He also referred to ongping
efforts under the Nasha Mukt
Bharat Abhiyan in coordination
with the central government,
including programmes focused
onvillages, schools, colleges and
youth,

‘The event featured a collective
pledge against addiction by par-
ticipants, including representa-
tives of the Brahmakumaris
organization. Other dignitaries
present or associated with the

programme included Union
mimister of youth affairs and
sports Mansukh Mandaviya,
along with officials and volun-
teers from MY Bharat, NSS and
related bodies in New Delhi,

The nationwide campaign
aims to ENgage over one crore
youth through digital pledges,
awilreness drives, competitions
and community events at more
than 25,000 locations, linking
Individual resolve to the broader
goal of & drug-free and devel-
oped India by 2047,

In Bihar, the planned Mol
with the Brahmakumaris is
expected to leverage the organi-
sation's spiritual and commu-
nity outreach experience
already demonstrated through
national partnerships under the
Masha Mult Bharat Abbiyan—to
amplify local efforts in preven-
tion, awareness and rehabilita-
thom suppore.

Choudhary reiterated that
drug-free, healthy and aware
youth form the strongest foun-
dation for both a Viksit Bharat
and a Samriddh Bihar, urging
collective action invelving soci-
ety, educational institutions and
voluntary organisations to
achieve lasting results,

SMACK WORTH
B3-CRSEIZED IN
PURNEA, THREE
SMUGGLERS HELD

Mﬂ\ra Nath Jha

htpatnahindustantimes com

PURNEA: In a major crackdown
on drug smugglers, Bihar's Pur-
nea police busted a smack-smug-
gling racket and arrested three
drug smugelers and seized drugs
worth 23 crore seized from their
possession, The arrested smug-
glers hailing from West Bengal
were nabbed at Datkhala on Sat-
urday evening,

Police said that the gang was
regularly smuggling smack to
different areas of Seemanchal
and Kosi besides parts in Bihar.

The smugglers were caught
while they were carrying the
consignment ina three-wheeler
at Dalkhola, “The palice wam no
sooner stopped the three-
wheeler than all three began to
escape,” police said adding
“After a chase, they were caught
and when the vehicle was
searched for the drug measuring
over one kg was seized,”

The arrested persons Aftab
Alam (55}, Firoe Ansari (40) and
Danish Alam (20) are residents
of North Dinajpur in West Ben-
gal, The consignment was on its
way 1o Bibar via Seemanchal,

551 said, “Police have seized
around 1340 kg of smack from
their possession and a three-
wheeler and a molorcycle were
seined”

Lauded by PM, project may be
in limbo after officer’s transfer

Subhash Pathak
subhash pathak @ htive com

PATNA: The fate of an innova-
tive “waste to wealth” profectin
Sitamarhi district, which was
lauded by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi in his recent epi-
sode of Mann Ki Baat, now
hangs in the balance after the
officer behind the initiative was
shunted out of his position,

During his stint as the Dep-
uty Development Commis-
sioner (DDC) of Sitamarhi, San-
deep Kumar, a 48-batch Bihar
Administrative Service (BAS)
officer, piloted the idea of col-
lecting plastic waste from pan-
chayats and processing itinto
useful materials to reduce gov-
ernment’s expenses in improv-
ing civic amenities in rural
areas.

However, just as his idea
started bearing fruit, Kumar
was transferred from the post
of Sitamarhi DDC on July 16
and asked to report to the gen-
eral administration depart-
ment (GAD). He has been kept
waiting for posting and is yetlo
receive 4 new assignment, Offi-
cers in such waiting periods do
not draw a salary until they are
formally posted.

Secretary, GAD, Md Schail,
declined repeated calls and

BAS officer Sandeep Kumar

messages when contacted for
comment on this issue. How-
ever, another senfor officer of
the department attributed
Kumnar's transfer as a routine
issuc,

He said that Sandeep Kumar
will be entitled o salary after
he joins the new post.

"There are some norms
regarding payment of salary
during the period of waiting for
posting. It takes a couple of
months to get paid the salary
during the waiting period,”
explained the GAD officer,

As hed of the Lohia Swachh
Bihar Abhivan (LSBA), Kumar
had transformed the district’s
waste management system. He
initiated the processing of sin-
gle-use plastic waste collected
at the block level and converted

it into colourful benches and
desks.

In February this vear, he ted
up with a Buxar-based plastic
processing firm founded by
ITian Sanjeet Ral to facilitate
the effort. The drive has so far

sify the use of single-use plastic
by producing other usable
items such as paver blocks and
water tanks for villages. This
approach not only aims to miti-
gate the harmful effeets of plas-
Llc wisste on human health and

resulted in the col of
around 11,000 kg of single-use
plastic waste at the district
headquarters, out of which
approximately 4,500 kg was
used to manufacture nearly 100
sets of bench-desks,

Sitmarhi district magistrate
Richie Pandey and DDC Sweta
Bharti could not be reached for
commentdespite repeated calls
and messages.

A senior officer with the
LSBA, wishing anonymity,
claimed that plastic waste
management is not yet a prior-
ity for the district administra-
tlon, as they are busy with
administrative work, “As the
P'M has referved w the waste 1
wealth project, | hope that the
concerned officers would pay
attention to it,” said a senior
deputy callector rank officer.

According to an officer asso-
ciated with the project, around
40 kg of plastic — including
polythene, packaging wrappers
and bettles — goes into making
one set of benches and desks,
“The broader idea was to diver-

the brut also helps
save government expenditure
on rural infrastructure,” he
said.

In the Mann Ki Baat pro-
gramme broadcast and telecast
on July 26, Modi had praised
the Sitamarhi district adminis-
tration's efforts to reduce, recy-
cle and reuse single-use plastic,
describing the Initiative as
worth emulating in other parts
of the country,

A video clip showcasing
benches and desks made from
processed plastic waste was
also featured in the episode.

“A wonderful example of
‘waste to wealth' has emerged
in Sitamarhi. Here, waste is
being recyeled to create attract-
ive benches. Approximately 40
kg of single-use plastic is used
to make one bench. These
benches are strong, durable,
comfortable and cco-friendly,
They are mstalled in govern-
ment schools, parks and public
spaces. This is also ralsing
awareness about environmen-
tal conservation,” he said.

98% women, only 2% men take part in

20-day-long sterilisation drive in Bihar
20-day sterilisation drive in Blhl; k

sl Kovat
ruckkumarhindustantimes com

PATNA : A sterilisation drive
across Bihar from July 11 to July
31 as part of the family pl

mnl!

15,033 ==

initiative in the wake of the
World Population Day (July 11),
saw only 2% men among 15,033
participants, state health offi-
cials said on Sunday. This high-
lights that women continue to
share the larger onus for perma-
nent family planning despite
male sterilisation (vasectomy)
being a simpler, safer and less
invasive procedure.
total procedures during
the campaign, 14,728 were
female sterilisations, while anly
305 were male sterilisations,
mieaning men accounted for just
around 2% of all sterilisations
carried out. Women continued
to shoulder nearly 98% of the
burden of permanent contracep-
tion, according Lo government
data, Bihar has historically been
among lowest-performing states
in India in male sterilisation,
with vassctomies accounting for
only a tny fraction of total steri-
lisation procedures, even as the
state continues wrecord one of
the country's highest fertility
rates among all Indian states,
despite the gradual decline from
3.4 in NFHS (National Family
Health Survey-4 (2015-16) to 3.0
in NFHS-5 (2019-21),
Bihar continues to record the
country's highest fertility rate,
with the latest Sample Registra-

305 (2 v

14,728 (98%)

b, were females

tion System (SRS) 2024 placing
the state’s total fertility rate
{TFR} at 2,8 children per
woman, significantly above the
national average of 1.9, Public
health experts have repeatedly
stressed that improving male
participation is critical for
achieving balanced and equita-
bie family planning.

Against this backdrop, Patna
emerged as state’s best-perform-
ing diserict in female sterilisa-
tiom, recording 1,210 eclures,
followed by West Champaran
{820}, Vaishali (209), East Cham-
paran (752) and Gaya (702).

In contrast, Vaishali and
Siwan jointly topped the state in
male sterilisation with 52 proce-
dures each, becoming the only

TOP 5 DISTRICTS
Patna

West Champaran
820
Vaishali

East Champaran
752

Gaya

districes to cross the S0-mark
during the campaign, Auranga-
bad ranked third with 27 proce-
dures, while Begusarai and
Patna shared the fourth position
weith 21 procedures cach,

Despite these encouraging
performances by a handful of
districts, male participation
remained weak peross much of
the state. Samastipur, Araria,
Hanka, Darbhanga and Muzaf-
Farpur reported no male sterili-
sation  procedures. while
Munger, Purnia. Supaul, Jamui
and Sheohar recorded only one
procedure each.

Among female sterilisations,
Jamui (108), Jehanabad (124),
Munger [132), Darbhanga (155),
Sheohar (169) and Arwal (177)

were among the comparatively
lower-performing districts,

Dr Vivek Kumar Singh,
Patna's district programme
rnanager, District Health Society,
said the achievement reflected
the dedicated efforts of health-
CAre Workers, programme man-
agers, field teams and commu-
nity support.

“This achieverment reflects the
dedicated efforts of our health-
care workers, programime man-
agersand field teams, along with
the support of the ¢ V.

Health officials said the cam-
paign's overull performance was
encouraging but emphasized
that sustained awareness drives,
myth-busting campaigns, better
counselling and stronger com-
munity engagement would be
essential o increase acceplance
of male sterilisation and pro-
mote shared responsibility for
family planning among couples.

“Deep-rooted social sdgma,
misconceptions linking vasec-
tomy with loss of masculinity or
physical srength, limited aware-
ness, gender norms that place
the burden ol contraception on
women, and inadequate coun-
selling continue to discourage
men from opting for sterilisa-
tion, particularly in rural aregs,”
said Prof Gyanendra Yadav of
the department of sociology, Col-
lege of Commerce, Arts & Sci-
ence, Patliputra University,
Patna.

He said that the higher partic-
ipation of women in sterilisation
also reflected growing aware-
ness, empowerment and a
greater role in household deci-
sion-making. "Women bear the
primary responsibiliey of child-
birth and childeare, and having
maore children increases their

ysical, mental and economic

rden. A and deei-

We will continue to strengthen
awarenzss and counsefling activ-
Iries to improve male participa-
tion in family planning and
ensure equitable responsibility
among couples,” said Dr Singh,

sion-making ability have
Improved, more women are
cheosing sterilisation despite the
government offering a higher
monetary incentive for male
sterilisation,” Prof Yadav added.

DRI SEIZES 3KG
METHAQUALONE
FROM NIGERIAN
NATIONAL IN
PATLIPUTRA

Kishor alleges police
trying to ‘influence’
Bankipur bypoll result

HT Correspondent Ruchir Kumar
hipatnedhindustantimes. com nichirkuman@hindastant imes.cam
PATNA : Officers of the Direct- | PATNA: A dayahead of the count:

orate of Revenue intelligence
(DRI} intercepted a Nigerian
national at Patliputra railway
station on Saturday and seized
appr v 2848 kil

ing of votes for the Bankipur
assembly by-election, Jan Suraaj
Party (J5P) founder Prashant
Kishor on Sunday levelled seri-
ous against the Patna

of mc-l]mqua]une a banned
synthetic drug commonly
known as Quaaludes or Man-
drax, 4 press release of the DRI
stated on Sunday,

Acting on specific intelli-
gence about a female foreign
natonal allegedly carrying nar-
coties while travelling from
Guwahati to New Delhi, DRI
teams identified and inter-
cepted the passenger in the H1
coach of the Northeast Express
(Train No.12505) at Patliputra
railway station on August |

A thorough examination of
her black-coloured trolley bag
led to the recovery of two poly-
thene packets containing a
white powdery substance care-
fully concealed inside the Tug-
gage, Field testing confirmed
the substance as methagual-
one. The total quantity seized
stands at 2,949 grams.

The accused, a Nigerian
womar, was arrested under the
Mareotic Drugs and Psycho-
tropic Substances {NDPS) Act,
1985, She was produced before
the special NDPS court in
Patna, which remanded her to
14 days of judicial custody.

Autharities said further
investigation is underwiy to
identify other members of the
drug syndicate believed to be
Involved.

Methaqualone is a sched-
ule-l controlled substance
under Indian law. Once widely
prescribed as a sedative-hyp-
notic in the mid-20th century,
it was banned in many coun-
tries. including India, due ta
high abuse potential, depend-
ence risk, and association with
recreational drug use and orga-
nised trafficking networks.
Large consignments of the drug
are often linked to interna-
tional smuggling routes.

The seizure forms part of
DRI's intensified ¢fforts against
narcotics trafficking in Bihar,
Since January 2026, the agency
has seized o range of drugs
across six cases in the state,
including 241 kg of ganja, 3L1
kg of charas, 8144 ke of hydro-
ponic weed and G.2kg of metha-
qualone {in addition to the lat-
est haul), with an estimated
value of approximately 36
crore. Ten persons have been
arrested in connection with
these cases under the NDPS
Act.
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administration, accusing the
police of acting in a partisan

home late at night, kept at Rajiv
Nagar police station for several
hours and allowed to vote only
around 5 pm before being
released. Ward 22 resident
Nibha Bhushan alleged police
personnel entered her home
after she had accompanied eld-
erly voters to a polling statlon,
while ward 38 resident Sunil
Chandravanshi claimed palice

e 1o infl the election, 1 o detain him on mul-
He claimed that the Patnasenior  tiple occasions,

superintendent of police (S5F) Kishor said the Election Com-
had ordered the detention of Jan - mission had pssured the party
Suraaf’s local leaders and work-  that the Patna 55F would not be
ers at the behestof the BIPand  present at the centre during the
questioned the selective action  counting process on Monday. He

against his party.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the party office, Kishor
said the party had submitted evi-
dence o Bihar's chief electoral
afficer (CEQ) regarding alleged
police excesses during polling
and alzo placed the documents
before the media, Referring oa
police statement that those
detained were “ouwtsiders” whose
presence could disturh the elec.
tion, he slleged that most of the
over 50 people detained were
local residents picked up from
their homes despite there being
no violation of prohibitory
arders,

Kishor claimer police entered
houses late at night and detained
people who were asleep, releas-
ing some of them only shortly
betare the close of polling after
allowing them to vote, He asked
how 54 Jan Surd.aywurkcrs I1ad
been detained

also released a list of 18 local res-
idents whom he alleged had
been wrongfully detained.

Counting to begin from
sam

Counting of votes tor the Banki-
pur assembly bypoll will begin at
Pamma's Anugrah Narayan Col-
Iege with postal ballots from
Bam on Monday and continue
tilll it is aver.

EVM (electronic voting
machine) counting will begin at
8.30am, even if postal ballot
counting is still in progress,

Postal ballots are counted sep-
arately by the returning officer
(RO) or an assistant returming
officer (ARO) at designated
counting tables in the presence
of candidates or their counting
agents.

Toimprove transparency, the
Election Commission of India

how many BIP workers had
faced similar action. He also tar-
geted chief minister Samrat
Choudhary, saying that even
during Nitish Kumar's 2-year
tenure, the administration had
ot been misused in such a man-
ner to influence elections, said
the JSP press release.

Several local resid hared

(ECT) h pro-
cedure in September 2025,
Under the revised rule, while
EVM counting may commence
at &.30am, the penultimate (sec-
ond-last) round of EVMjvoter
verifiable paper auodit trail
(VVPAT] counting cannot begin
until the counting of all postal
ballots at that counting centre
has been completed.

thelr accounts at the press con-
Terence, Ward 26 Mandiri resi-
dent Nawal Kishore Gupta
alleged he was taken from his

Advertisement No. 03/2026
RUI

Assistant Professor (D7),
Professar(15).

university website www.

Tl
The University invites application from eligible candidates for
recruitment to the following posts:
1.College of Dairy Science: Assistant Professor (05),
2.College of Fisheries Science: Associate Professor (06] and

3.College of Veterinary Science and Animal Husbandry: Assistant

The detailed advertisement can be downloaded from

The distriet administration
has put in place elaborate waffic
arrangements for counting of
votes a1 AN College on Monday.

Uttar Pradesh Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Pashu

Chikitsa Vigyan Vishwavidyalaya Evam Go
Anusandhan Sansthan, Mathura (U.9.)-281001

Date: 22.07.2026
NOTIFI

may fill the application in prescrlbed format and send it through
registered [ speed past to Incharge, Recruitment Cell, DUVASL,
Mathura on or before 02.09. 2026 by 05:00 P-M.

duin, Eligiole did

REGISTRAR

oz 3ngad (et @ o),
75 BEBR vatmE
(Faft arrpistan qtw) v
BRITTAD GeTBREt

(e} oz af¥wg /o darea)

Fie; gwe Awfia v fwga o3 3, fEEe @ emall id
abihar@gmail.com @ FWT 0@ - RERA/Misc/corres/1
25 3 AreAA F A A gHIE |

31 faER @) nfdagan: 82 wleRT @ fga aafofi !
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4 held for rape,
murder of teen
in Assam: Police

Biswa Kalyan Purkayastha
letters@ hindustantimes. com
SILCHAR: Four people have
been detained in connection
with a rape and murder of a
15-year-old girl who was found
dead at her home near National
Highway-6 in Assam’s Hailak-
andi district on Saturday night,
police said,

Senior superintendent of
police {(55P), Hailakandi, Ami-
tab Sinha, said Hailakandi
police registered a case, how-
ever denied from sharing any
details and detained four per-
soms for imterrogation. Sexual
assault accusations are yet to
be medically ascertalned,
police said.

“The family members are
claiming it [rape], but we are
waiting for the post-mortem
report to draw any conclusions.
We are investigating the matter
thoroughly, and four persons
are currently being ques-
tioned," Sinha said.

The incident took place in
the Aloichora area under Katli-
chera police station at llpm on
Sarurday, The victim's family
said they were attending a feast
at @ nearby relative's house at
the time,

“It's a neighbourhood where
many members of the same
extended family live together,
and her family members were
not far away when the incident
happened,” S5P said,

"she was there at the feast
100, but after an argument with
# cousin, she left for home at
10.30pm, We thought we'd
bring some food for her later.
but when we reached home
around an hour later, it was a
horrible scene,” her mother
said.

She said her body was found
lying on the floor, almost unre-
cognisable, “It was horrible;
how ean a human treat another
human, a little gicl, in such a
brutal manner,” she said, while
demanding capital punishment
for the accused,

The victim's sister alleged
that the attackers used utensils
and other objects to mutilate
the body after the assault.

“Her face was smashed, her
head was bludgeoned with a

g INT
APPENED WHEN
THEVICTIM'S
FAMILY WAS AT ;'\
AT A IVE"
HOUSE
THEY RE d
THEY SAID’ IIII

ODY WAS ALMOST
UNRECOGNISABLE

hesavy object, and some rod-like
object was inserted into her
private parts,” she said. “They
are not humans, even calling
them animals would be wrong.
They don't deserve to live. |
appeal to the police to shoot
them, or they should be
hanged,” she said,

Police said they received the
information around 12.30am,
and recovered the body on Sun-
day morning lollowing protests
by family members and neigh-
bours. Locals in Aloichora
blocked NH-6 on Sunday morn-
ing in protest against the
alleged rape and murder, ini-
tially refusing 1o hand over the
body to the police,

The blockade on the high-
way, which serves as a vital link
between Assam and Mizoram,
resulted In a massive traffic
Jjam, leaving hundreds of vehi-
cles stranded for several hours.

“Ifa 15-16-year-0ld girl is not
safe in her own house, what
kind of society have we
become? There must be exem-
plary punishment so that
nobody dares repeat such hei-
nous acts,” one of the protest-
ers said.

Local MLA Milon Das later
intervened, helping police
transport the body to SMCH for
the post-mortem. Das met with
the family members and
assured them that the culprits
would be arrested immediately.

“The body has been sent to
Silchar Medical College and
Hospital (SMCH) for a post-
maortem, and we are investigat-
ing the matter further,” con-
firmed the additional superin-
tendent of police (Crime),
Hailakandi, Shamirdapar
Baruah.

Monsoon tury: Toll at 8
Kerala; 178k hitin Assam

People carry their beI-D;gjngs a;he_\-' wade through fl

inAl

supplies on a for in Assam’s Sivasagar on Sunday

Agencies

tetters@hindustantimes.com

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM/GUWA-
HATI/BHUBANESHWAR/
JAMMU: Eight people have died,
eight othiers remain missing and
thirteen people have sustained
injuries in rain-related incidents
in Keralam, while 5,792 people
have been shifted to 209 relief
camps across the state,

An official release said that
Chiel Minister VD Satheesan
comtinues to remain in touch
with the ministers in charge of
various districts and district
administrations regarding the
rain-related situation in the
state. Rainfall has reduced com-
pared to the previous day, bring-
ing some relief. Cleaning and
sanitation operations have
begun in food-affected arcas,
and political workers and volun-
tary organisations have been
urged to participate in the chean-
ing drives.

The government said it would
extend all necessary suppart.

According to the latest fig-
ures cight deaths have been con-
firmed, while eight people
remain missing, Thirteen people
have sustained injuries.

A rotal of 5,792 people have
been shifted to 209 relief camps
across the state.

Twenty-seven houses have
been completely destroyed while
196 houses have suffered partial
damage. The government said

thelr lives as well as 1o those who
have fost their homes and liveli-
hoods.

Meanwhile, the flood situa-
tion in Assam improved slightly,
with the number of affected peo-
ple coming down tw 178,000 even
though the count of districts hit
by the deluge increased o seven,
officials said on Sunday,

The toll remained unchanged
at 82 as no fresh fatalities were
reparted in the state in the last
24 hours, they said,

Chief minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma will be visiting the worst-
hit areas from Sunday, even as
the Centre sanctioned over Rs
370 crore under the State Disas-
ter Response Fund (SDRF), the
officials said.

Atotalof 349 villages in Gola-
ghat, Sivasagar, Charaideo,
Bajali, Dhemaji, Sonitpur and
Jorhat districts remalned
affected by the deluge. Charaideo
was the worst-hit, with 75,199
people affected, followed by
58,524 in Sivasagar,

A total of five districts and L92
Takh people wereatfected on Fri-
day. Forty-four relief camps
were operational in the state,
providing shelter o around
15,000 displaced people, Another
17 relief distribution centres
were also working, catering to
5,569 people.

A croparea of 153,060 hectares
remained submerged, while
1543 animals were washed awy
and another 6,765 were affected,

In Chhattisgarh, more than 50
Rouses wer and two

assistance would be ps (0]

| the familles of those who lost

girls lost their lives after heavy

rains triggered severe floods,
wreaking havoc in the Naravan-
pur district on Saturday.

According to the state's forest
and climate change minister
Kedar Kashyap, the entire region
vecelved rainfall on July 28, 29,
and 30, and the precipitation
was manifold higher than the
average rainfall,

“The entire region received
raintall on the 28th, 25th, and
30th. The precipitation was
munifold higher than the aver-
age rainfall, Conditions resem-
bling & cloudburst developed,
leading to a flood situation,”
Kashvap told ANL

Due to the floods, many pea-
ple were displaced from their
homes, and local infrastructure
also suffered extensive damage
in the area. Flood-affected resi-
dent Sonaru Bam highlighted
that around 16 houses were
washed away in the incident,
adding that a situation like this
never arose before in the area,

Ten Odisha districts in the
downstream of the Mahanadi
have been put on high alert as
the Hirakud Dam kept discharg-
Ing water into the river through
32 gaves, with Chiel Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi on Satur-
day saying the floods have
impacted eight lakh peaple.

Majhi said the flood situation
In northern Odisha was showing
signs of improvement. the
administration was focused on
the “highly vulnerable” Cutlack,
Puri, Khurda, Jagatsinghpur and
Kendrapada districts in the
Mahanadi delta area amid sus-

kti Party (Ramvilas) worker carries food

ANI

tmined water release from the
Hirakud Dam,

The chief minister undertook
an perial survey of Bhadrak, Jaj-
pur, Balasore, Mayurbhanj and
Keonjhar districts in the north-
ern parts of the state along with
Revenoe and Disaster Manage-
mient Minister Suresh Pupm and

n Anti-conversion

law takes effect
in Maharashtra

Faisal Malik

H'ﬂi rﬁa;(mmw_mm

MUMBAI: Maharashira became
the 13th Indian state to notify an
anti~conversion law, with the
controversial Maharashtra Free-
dom of Religion Act taking effect
after the state government pub-
lished the legislation in its offi-
cinl gazette on July 30,

The gazette was published
after the legislation was
approved by President Droupadi
Murmu on July 17, paving the
way for its implementation in
the state.

The law criminalises religious
conversions carrled out through
foree, allurement, fraud, induce-
ment or marrisge by making ita
cognisable offence. This includes
intertaith marriages where con-
version is alleged to have aken
place through such means, par-
ticularly if objections are raised

Special Helief C
Rajesh Prabhakar Patil

In Jammu and Kashmir's
Kishtwar district. at least two
residential howses and 25 many
shops were damaged, while two
cars were swept away alter a
cloudburst triggered flash floods
early Saturday, officials said.

Persistent rain has also dis-
rupted normal life across the
Chenab  valley, prompting
auhorities to close schools in
Kishtwar, Doda and Ramban
districts. Officials said the
schools have been instructed to
conduct online classes.

Union home minister Amit
Shah has approved the advance
release of 22,117.85 crore from
the Central share of the State
Disaster Response Fund (SDRF)
tosupport the States affected by
floods during the angolng south
west monsoon of 2026, the Min-
sty of Home AlEirs said on Sat-
urday. A 38-vear-old woman
died after being swept away in a
rain-swollen seasonal stream in
Uttarakhand's Rudraprayag dis-
tricton Sunday, an official said,

Tiue to continuous hesvy rain-
fall in Uttarakhand's Rudra-
pravag district, the risk of land-
slides has increased at several
locatlons of the reglon.

Antilia explosives case: Court frames
charges against 10, including 4 ex-cops

Ex-cop Sachin Waze
masterminded the
conspiracy, according
to NIA; trial set to
begin on August 3

Vikrant Jha
wikrant jha@ hindustantimes.com

MUMBAL: A special National
Investigation Agency (NLA) court
on Saturday framed charges
against ten accused in the Antilla
cxplosives scare case. including
former police officers Sachin
Waze and Pradeep Sharme, pav-
ing the way for the trial to begin,

Among the others against
whom charges were framed are
former assistant police inspector
Rayazuddin Kazi, Waze's cal-
league at the Crime Intelligence
Uit {CIUY; former Crime Branch
police inspector Sunil Mane, and
former constable Vinayak
Shinde.

The case relates to the discov-
ery of an abandoned green
Mahindra Scorpio near hillion-
aire industrialist Mukesh Alba-
nia's residence, Antilia, on Car-
michael Road in South Mumbai.
The SUV, discovered at the loca-
tion on February 25, 2021, con-
tained 20 Joose gelatin sticks and
4 threatening note,

The case is linked to the mur-
der of Thane-hased trader Man-
sukh Hiran, vwner of the green
Mahindra Scorpio. Hiren's body
waes found in the Thane creek on
March 5.

Arthe centre of the case is dis-
missed former assistant police
inspector Sachin Waze, who
headed the Crime Intelligence
Unit {CIU) of the Mumbal crime
branch at the dme. He was dis-
missed from service and is cur-
rently in judicial custody.

The five private individuals
who face charges are cricket
bookie Naresh Gor, who alleg-
edly provided SIM cards o Waze
and Sharma's alleged hench-
meen; Santosh Shelar, Anand Jad-
hav, Satish Mathukari and Mani

Antllra Case: Tlmelme

Abandoned
Mahindra Scorpio found
near the Ambani residence,

Antilia. It contained 20
gelatin sticks and a
tening note.

m Iaharashtra ATS

traces the SUV's
owner, Thane-based i
Mansukh Hiran 2 |
ar aceessories dealer,

Feb 26,27, 28 [eT[7EvTm
assistant police inspector Sachin
Waze questions Huan.

Hiran lesves hame
allegadly to mest a pofice officer
after receiving 2 phone call at
around 8:30pm, His phong
Dbecomes ureachatée after
T:DGpm

Hiran's Family lodges
amissing complaint and his
body is found dumped in a creek
at Reti Bunder near Mumbra,

ATS registersa
murder case on the
bisis of 2 statement
given by Hiran's wife
\fimala. She clzims har
hushiand had lent
Waze the 5V over
three manths aga

% o

Sonl,

Accused plead not guilty

Seven of the ten accused were
present before special NIA Judge
Chakor 5 Bawiskar on Saturday,
All of them, including the others
through their lawvers, pleaded
“not guilty”, They have been
charged with criminal conspir-
acy, abduction, murder under
relevant sections of the Indian

5

Waze visits the ATS
office and claims he had nothing
Lo do with Hiran's murder, that
e dlid ot know Hiran, and that
he hiad not used the SUV.

MIA takes over

probe.

LI R A seizes Ware's
offiial vehicle, an Innova seen
ina CCTV grab taifing the
explosives-laden SUY on
Carmichael Road kte at nght
on Fel 24,

INlA arrests Waze,

Hemant Nagrale
replaces Param Eir Singh as
furmbai palice commissioner.

MIA szizes a Toyota
Land Crulser Prado from Waze's
Saket Complex residencein
Thane, It also seizes 3 Mercedes
Benz ragistered to g construction
firrm in Vashi. Its link to Wagze is
yet to be ascertained.

Penal Code and terrorist actsand
conspiracy tocommita terrorist
actunder relevant sections of the
Unlawful Activities {Prevention)
Act, 1969, as well charge under
the Explosive Substances Act.

The court has pasted the mat-
ter for August 3, for pre-trial for-
malities reguired to be com-
pleted before the court starts
recording evidence.

According to the NIA, Waze

. transterred to Nid as it s
suspected to be linked to the
Antilia case,

M ()

. L_F_EgNlhamzsls
! Ice inspectar Sunil

[EEIlnmmmsm Mot

m Hiran murder case m MIA recovers from
* Mithi river two {PUs, 2 DVRs a
 router, & laptop, a printer and

two number plates of a Eeco van
stolen from Aurangabad,

m NIA amests assistant

police inspectar Riyazuddin Kar:

claims that h:r:m mﬂﬂﬁh - persons - palice inspector
miniterAnil /¥4 Pradeep Sharma's informer
Deshmukh has [ || Santosh Shelar and a certam
1 | ha\l’

Instrocted Y Anand Jad|
Mumbai police Nk arears ol
offiials to coBect large sums %P‘am%ﬁ:ﬁ <
o establIhMEntsin -y pthers - Saish Mothkur and

Ht Manish Sarisont

BCETTUEIR within hours of
Singh's claam, A75 amests former
police constable Vinayak
Shinde and cricket baokie
Maresh Gor in connection with
the Hiran murder case,

masterminded the conspiracy
apparently t “regain” the status
of a “supercop”, He allegedly got
Hiran killed after he refused w
ke lesponsiblllnf for planting
the {aden vehicle out-

 grants bail to

 Sharma.

TR nuis s charg-sheet

against 10 accused,

WL Special NiA court

* grants bail to Naresh Gor.

Pradip

Aug 1, 2026 NiA court

frames charges against
ton acoused

declared the vehicle stolen and
got an FIR registered at the
Vikroli police station, Later, the
NIA claimed, Waze placed 20
loose gelatin sticks and a note
ing the Ambani family

side ﬁnnlla. and fearing he could
expose the plot.

Acvording o the prosecution,
Waze knew Hiran and had bor-
rowed his SUV for personal nse,
On February 18, 2021, Waze

ina backpack, which he planted
Inside the vehicle and parlied it
outside Antilia,

On February 25, 2021, security
personnel at Antilia noticed the
SUV and pelice found the gelatin

The accused
5 FORMER POLICE
PERSONNEL

(0 Sachin Waze - headad
the Crire Intellgence Unit
{CIU} of the Mumbai palice
aime beanch

{3 Pradip Sharma - retired
encounter specizlist
E35unil Mane - headed the
Kandivall unit of the crime
branch

) Rayazuddin Kazi-
Waze's colleague at (LU

3 Vinayak Shinde - fonmer
constatie

5 CIVILIANS

€8 Naresh Gor - allegedly
provided SIM cards to Ware
€ Santosh Shelar €)Anand
Jadhay €35atish Mothukari
5 Mani Soni - Pradip
Sharma's alleged henchmen

THE CHARGES

Criminal consplracy,
abduction, murder under
relevant sections of the
Indian Penal Code and
terrorist acts

Conspiracy to commit
aterrorist act under
releyant sections of the
Uniawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, 1969

Charges under the
Explosive Substances Act

sticks and note inside it The
Investigation was entrusted (o
the crime branch, Interestingly,
Waze himsell was the initial
investigating officer and even
“gquestioned” Hiran

The NIA claims Waze tried to
persuade Hiran to take the
blame for parking the explo-
sives-laden vehicle owtside
Antilia and decided to get him
killed when he refused,

by the Families of cither puarty

The law reli
gious conversion a cognisable
and non-bailable offence punish-
able with imprisonment of up to
SEVEN years.

Among its most controversial
provisions is the requirement
that a person intending 1o con-
vert must give 50 days’ notice to
the designated authority.

The act also places the burden
of proof that the religious con-
version was voluntary on the
person aecosed of carrying out
the conversion, as well as on
anyone alleged to have assisted
or aided it,

The legislation has been
widely opposed by civil rights
groups as a violation of an indi-
vidual's right to freedom and
personal privacy. [t s seenas an
attempt to curb interfaith mar-

Freedom of
Religion Act:
Highlights

= Prohibits religious
conversions, including
ininterfaith marriages,
carmied out through
foree, allurement,
fraud orinducement,
particularly if
objections are raised
by the families of
either party.

# Unlawful religious
conversions are now a
cognisable and non-
bailable offence
punishable with
imprisonment of up to
seven years.

# Individuals intending
to convert must give
60 days' notice tothe
designated authority.

s Theact places the
burden of proof that
the religious
conversion was
voluntary on the
person accused of
carrying out the
conversion and on
anyone assisting it.

«In interfaith marriages,
children will belong to
the religion of the
maother before the
marriage.

« Children of interfaith
marriages will have
succession rights over
the property of both
parents In accordance
with the applicable
laws.

ringes, particularly
involving a Hindu woman mar-
rying a non-Hindu man, where
conversion o the larter’s faith
may take place. Civil liberties
groups helieve the legislation
could be misused in various
wiays, especially to harass inter-
faith couples.

The Bill was passed by both
houses of the Maharashtra legis-
larure earfier this vear, with gov-
ernor Jishnu Dev Varma giving
Tis assent an April 6Tt was pub-
lished in the state’s official
gazette on July 30 after it
received presidential assent.

“Legal action may now be ini-
tiated in cases involving unlaw-
ful religlous conversions (n the
state, strictly in accordance with
the provisions of the new act,”
said a senior official from the
state home department.

Provisions of law

The legislation is expected to
make interfaith marriages diffi-
cult, Onee an individual provides

notlee. the dauthorioy
i required to make it public and
invite objections within 30 days,
They must then conduet a police
inguiry into the intention. pur-
pose and circumstances of the
proposed conversion. It the
inquiry concludes that the con-
version is unlawful, eriminal
proceedings may be initiated.

Under the act, any religious
conversion carried out through
allurement, coercion, force, mis-
representation, frand, deceit or
ather unlawful means i illegal,
It also treats as unlawful any
religious conversion carried out
through the solemnization of a
marriage or arelaionship on the
promise of marriage If such
means are used.

The fegislation further man-
dates that the individual or insti-
tution conducting the conver-
sion must submita declaration
to the designated authority
within 21 days of the ceremony.
Failure to-do so will render the
conversion null and void.

The accident b

the

d near

palli Junction

Pollachi-Palani National Highway, in Coimbatore on Sunday. v

TN: 5 dead as speeding
car rams into truck

ews International
dustantimes com
POLLACHE:  Five people were
illed on the spot after their
speeding car rammed into a sta-
tionary water tanker lorry on the
Udumalaipettai Pollachi
National Highway near here on
Sunday, police said.

The accident occurred near
Nallampalli junction when the
car, proceeding towards Pollachi
from Udumsalai, crashed into the
rear of the stationary lorry,
Police said the lorry had been
halted along the median on the
highway to water roadside
plants.

Due to the impact of the high-
speed collision, the car was com-
pletely crushed, resulting in the
immediate death of all five occu-
pants — two men and three
wornen,

Four of the deceased have
been identified asmembers of o

Asia

single family from Gurubampa-
layam near Madukkarai in
Coimbatore district. They were
identified as Kanagaraj, his wife
Narmada, and their two daugh-
ters, Aarthi and Poorani,

The identity of the fifth vietim
is yet to be ascertained, and
investigators are verilying
whether the deceased individual
wirs the driver of the velicle or
another occupant.

Personnel from the Gomangs-
lam police station and rescue
teams rushed to the spot,
retrieved the bodies from the
manghed remains of the car, and
sent them to the Pollachi Gov-
ermment Hospital for post-mor-
tem examinations.

Police have registered a case
and initiated an investigation to
determine the exact sequence of
events that led tothe crash, Traf-
fic on the highway was tempors-
rily disrupted before the dam-
aged vehicle was cleared.
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NTA seeks new security contractors

Sanjay Maurya
Iettersabindustantimes cam

NEW DELHI: The National Testing
Agency (NTA) has floated a 37.5
crore tender to hive o professional
security agency for round-the-
clock security services at its head-
quarters on Delhi's Minto Read,
regjonal offices in Okhia and other
notified Jocations, as the exarming-
ticm body undergoes a mujor aver-
haul foflowing the NEET-UG 2026
cOntreversy.

According to the request for
proposal {(RFF) document, seen by
HT, the selected agency will pro-
vidk "comprehensive security ser-

THE AGENCY HAS
BEGUN PROCESS TO
SEEK BIDS FOR A
2-YEAR CONTRACT
TO PROVIDE 24-HR
SECURITY TOTTS
HEADQUARTERS
AND OFFICES AT
OTHER LOCATIONS

Technieal bids will be opened the
same day.

The RFP requires bidders w
Thave ot least ﬁVL years ofexptn

right io increase or reduce deplay-
ment requirements and split the
work if necessary.
Bidders will als have tofurnish
an earnest money deposit of 15

assessed on thelr proposed use of
weehnology, Including GPS patrols,
biometric attendance systems and
incident-reporting mechanisms,
The selected agency will be

Punjab, procure all
crops at MSP: Saini

Vices™ NTA

visitors, assets, premises, confl-
dential examination material,
SETVET TOOTS, Strong roams, wan-
houses, record rooms and other

enceinp
anwl'ageannualmmmo!
at least O crore over the past
three financial years and prior
experience in wcujlng central

ritical infrastruc exami-
sitive examination records, The  nation agencies, universities, air-
caontract will initially be for two  ports. hospitals, metrosystems or
yearsandcan beextended bytwo  other high-security establish-

additional one-year terms based
on performance. The tender was
issued on July 25 and bids can be
subimitted uritil 3 pm on Auguse 17,

SC: Vehlcle

Utkarsh Anan,
Ietters@hindustantimes. com

NEW DELHI: Can the family of a
murder victim claim compensa-
tion under the Motor Vehicles
Act (MVA) merely because the
crime took place inside & motor
wehicle? The Supreme Couwrt has
answered that question by draw-
ing a fine but significant distine-
tion between the commission of
a crime inside a vehicle and an
accident "arising out of the use
of a motor vehicle”, halding that
the mere presence of a vehicle in
the chain of events is msufficient
o artract lability under the Act.

A bench of justices Sanjay
Karel and Augustine George
Masih held thata claimant seek-
ing compensation under the
MVA must cstablish a causal
nexus between the use of the
motor vehicle and the death or
injury, Where that link is miss-
ing. compensation cannot be
awarded merely because the
offence was commitied in, or

EIGHT DEAD, 13
INJURED IN
KERALA RAINS,
SAYS SATHEESAN

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: Ker-
ala Chief Minister V D Sath-
eesan on Sunday said eight
people had died, eight
remained missing, and 13 were
injured after heavy rain trig-
gered landslides, flooding and
widespread damage across the
state on Saturday.

In a statement issued by his
office, Satheesan said 27 houses
had been destroyed, 196 par-
tially damaged, and 5.792 peo-
ple shifted to 209 relief camps
ucrass the state,

He said the government
would ensure assistance w the
families of those who died and
to people who had lost their
homes and livelihoods.

The CM urged people to
remain vigilant, particularly in
hilly areas, despite a reduction
in rainfall since Saturday.

He sald people’s representa-
tives and volunteers were
actively engaged in relief oper-
atlons.

Satheesan said he was in
constant wuch with Revenue
Minister A P Anilkumar, other
ministers assigned to various

ments, According w the docu-
ment, e estimeated value of the
contract is 7.5 crore, excluding
GST, though NTA has reserved the

A COMP TON
SOUGHT UNDER
THE MVAMUST
ILLUSTRAI
CAUSALNEXUS
BETWEENTHE USE
OF THEMOTOR
VEHICLE ANDTTII
DEATH OR INJURY,
THE COURT RULED
involved, a vehicle.

The ruling came in & case
where Anand, the deceased, had
left in a car driven by 4 person
known to him, Dilip, and was
found dead thres days Later, The
deceased’s family alleged that
Anand was murdered while
travelling in the vehicle and
sought eompensation under the
MVA, While the Motor Accident
Claims Tribunal and the high
court accepted the claim, the
Supreme Courtoverturned both
decisions, finding no evidence to

lakh and a performance security  responsible for
equivalent to 5% of the contract  and exit. ensuring that "only | CHANDIGARM: Haryana Chief
value Unlike conventional govern-  authorized  persons  enter | Minister Nayab Singh Saini on
ment procurement based solelvon  restricted areas”, preventing unau- | Sunday said the BIF will come
the Iowest financial bid, NTA has  thorised acoess, maintaining visi- | to power in Punjab after next
for & Quality Based  ror records and deploying hand- | year’s Assembly polls and pro-
Selection (QCBS) model, saying  held and door- Fr'lmemﬂul:km cure all crops from the farmers
that “the sensitive nature of NTAS  orsat and confident support price
examination ecosystemand confi- loeations. Security personnel will [MSP].
dentislity requirements” makes  also be tasked with protecting Saini was addressing an
quakity of servce paramount, examination material, [T infra- | eventin Punjab’s Kotkapura as
Under the proeess, Server stor- | part of the nationwide ‘Nasha
technical quality will carry & age facilities. Mulkta Yuva for Viksit Bharat
ghtage of 70% and financial The document does not Sankalp Abhivaan launched by
bids 30 Only agencies securing what security arrangements | Prime Minister Narendra Modi
atleast 70outof 100 marksin the  existed endier orwhether the facil- | on Sunday.

technical evaluation will qualify
for the fimancial round, the docu-
TETIL Says.

The technical assessment will
evaliaite bidders on their experi-
ence (n high-security environ-
ments, werkforoe strength, finan-
cial capacity, 180 centifications and
a presentation on deployment
strategy. Agencies will also be

Supreme Court,

HT PHOTD

establish that the death had
arisen out of the use of the vehi-
cle.

The bench noted that the
criminal proseeution itselfl had
failed to establish the “last seen”
theory against the accused and
that there was no forensic mate
rial connecting the car to the
murder, There was no evidence
of blond stiins, hair, skin cells or
any indication that the vehicle
had been involved in a collision
or any other event resulting in
the fatal injuries.

“Simply beeause there was a

‘Pahari community’s
empowerment marks
India’s democracy’

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kash-
mir Lieutenant Governor
Mangj Sinha on Sunday said
that the empowerment of the
Pahari community, along with
other marginalised groups,
marked a turning point In
India's democratic journey,

Sinha attended the launch of
a book “Sharda to Sansad”
authored by A H Shah. He can-
gratulated Shah for his schol-
arly contribution and described
the book as a meaningful dia-
logue between heritage and
hope, between the wisdom of
the past and the democratic
aspirations of the present.

Highlighting the historical
background of the Pahari com-
i eir glorious culture,
and their resilience in preserv-
ing traditions across centuries,
he noted that their empower-
ment, along with other margi-
nalised groups, marked a turn-
ing pointin India’s democratic
Jjourney.

“Foture generations will

ber this transformation

districts and local authorities

o monitor the relief efforts.
He further said that cleaning
aperations had begun in flood-
affected and waterlogged areas.
BT

well,” he said.

He emphasised that the boolk
offers a [resh perspective on
the eontinuity of the ancient
civilisation of Sharda Peeth and
the vitality of modern India’s

PM MODI BROUGHT
HISTORIC CHANGE
AFTER SCRAPPING
ARTICLE 370, SINHA
OBSERVED

democratic institutions,

“Books related to history,
civilisation. and culture often
serve as bridges between gen-
eratlons. Through ‘Sharda 1o
Sansad’, Shah has built sucha
bridge, reminding us that his-
tory and culture never truly
pass away, They remain alive
within us,” Sinka sald.

He drew a powerful parallel
between Sharda Peeth, the
ancient seat of learning, and
Farliament, the symbol of col-
lective consciousness in mod-
em [ndia.

“If Sharda nurtured the wis-
dom of soclety, Parliament has
weorked o fulfil the aspirations
of the nation.” he said

Sinha observed the historic
transformation brought about
under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, after
the abrogation of Article 370,
which conneceed Jammu and
Kashmir's aspirations with
those of the nation. Tl

ities were guarded by an out-
soureed sgency or in-house per-
sonmel. Queries sent by HT tothe
NTA and the Union education
ministry remained unanswered
aill the time of print.

The move comes days after the
CHI liled] a charge sheet against all
13 arrested accused in the alleged
NEET-UG 2026 paper leak case,

link must be proven for MVA claim

car somehow involved in a chain
of circumstances that led 1o his
death, the provisions of the MVA
would apply. Some link whatso-
ever between the car, and the
death has to be established,” the
bench held in its July 22 judg-
ment.

The judgment revisits an
important line of precedent
beginning with Rita Devi Vs New
India Assurance Co Lud (2000},
where the Supreme Court had
evolved the concept of an “acci-
dental murder”. Tn that case, the
court held that where murder s
committed in furtherance of
another felonious act, such as
theft of a vehicte, it may still
qualify as an accident under the
MVA because the dominant
intention was not to kill but w
Facilitate the theft.

Explaining that distinction,
the bench quoted the 2000 ver-
dict. which held that if “the dom-
inantintention” is to kill a partic-
ular person, the offence is a mur-
der simpliciter.

Exuding confidence that the
BIP will form the government
in Punjab after the Assembly
polls early next vear, Saini said,
“Under Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi's leadership. the BJP
will work o Punjab just like in
Haryana to make our farmers
strong and prosperous,

“Before the 2024 Haryana
elections, the BJP had promised
to procure all erops from farm-
ers at MSP, which it fulfilled
after retaining power in the
state, Saini said

“When we form our govern-
ment here {in Punjab), we
assure that we will procure all
crops from farmers at MSE,” he
said, adding that the BIP will
also replicate the Bhavantar
Bharpai Yojana in the state.

Under the scheme opera-

menace, but the problem has
only increased,

Asking the vouth tostay away
from drugs, he said substance
abuse not only affects individu-
als and their families, but also
weakens society.

Young peaple not just in Har-
yana and Punjab but across the
country should be kept away
from drugs to realise the dream
of a Viksit Bharat, he said.

Saini said that while the Har-
yana government, with strong
determination, is successfully
moving towards achicving this
goal by regularly engaging
youngsters through Raahgiri,
Cyclothon and marathon
events, the Punjab government
has neither been able to curb
drug abuse nor suceeeded in
providing employment to the
youth.

Unemployment kas adversely
affected the youth of Punjab,
and the younger generation is
increasingly getting trapped in
drug abuse, he said,

The Haryana chief minister
said the current AAP govern-
ment and the previous Congress
governments in Punjab made
tall promises for the youth and
farmers, but after coming to
power, they never showed any
interest in fulfilling them.

Saini said the country can

tional in Haryana since 2018,  become a developed nation only
protected prices have beenfived  when every young person
for 21 hortieulral crops. d ds the harmiful effects

Taking a dig at the Aam  of drugs and not only stays
Aadmi Party (AAP) government  away from addiction himself

in Punjab, Saini said it had
promised to eradicate the drug

but also motivates others to
remain drug-free. L)

Man found hanging in Ara

Prashant Ranjan
Mpatraghindustantimes.com

ARA: A dd-vear-old man was
found hanging from a tree in
Bhojpur district on Sunday,
police said.

The body was found hanging
from a tree near a canal on the

Bahiro-Piyania road under the
Ara Nawada police station lim-
its, Passers-by spotted the body
and informed the police as well
as the victim's family members,
The deceased had been mar-
ried, but his wife had left him
and returned to her parental
home soon after the marriage.

Society mu

st ensure

dignified life for all,
says Birla at an event

KOTA: Lok Sabha Spealer and
Kota-Bundi MP Om Birla on
Sunday said that society has &
collective responsibility to
ensure a dignified life for every
individual and called for urilis-
ing the experience of retired
officers to prepare long-term
plans for community welfare,
Addressing an event organised
here by the Retired Officers
Association to felicitate him on
completing seven years as the
Lok Sabha Speaker, Birla
lauded the association’s socia]
initiatives and said the expert-
ise of retired officers should be
utilised for community welfare,

During the event, the mem-
bers of the association wel-
comed him with & traditional
Rajasthani turban and floral
garlands in recognition of his
service,

The programme, during
which umbrellas were disirib-
uted among the needy, was
attended by retired government
afficers, among others,

“Itis our collective responsi-
‘bility to ensure that every in
vidual in society leads a digni-
fied life, Given your vast expeni-
ETIOC ACTOSS Varkous sectors, we

mk Sabha tap:alu:r (m Birla.
HTPHOTD

must work together to create
comprehensive, long-term
plans so that the benefits reach
the last person in society,” Birla
said.

Speaking to the media after
the event, Birla congratulated
Kota-born boxer Arundhati
Choudhary for clinching gold
in the women's 70kg category
at the Commonwealth Games
in Glasgow on Saturday, laud-
ing her hard work and dedica-
ton. He also said that state-of-
the-art sports facilitics would
be established in Kota to help
youngsters compete at national
and international events,
including world champion-
ships and the Olympic Games.

P
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Transfer of Equity Shares of the Com

STEEL AUTHORITY OF INDIA LTD.
Registered Office: lspalBhawan, Lodi Road, New Delhi - 110003

[CIN: L27103DL1973G0I006454)
Phone: 011-24367481
WAL E il investorelalion@sail.in, Website: www.sail.co.in
NOTICE T0 EQUITY SHAREHOLDERS

1o Investor Education and Protection Fund (IEP!

This Notics is publishad pursuant 1o Bie applicable grovisions of the Companias Act, 2013, read with Imvestor Education
ann Protacson Fund Autharity [AGCounting, Auod, Transter and Refund) Rules, 2016, as amenced {“the Rules”) notified
by thea Ministry of Corparate Affairs (MGA). The Rules, inter-a%ie. peavide thel 24 unclaimed dividend and sharne in raspect
of which diidend has not besn claimed or paid for seven conseculive years or more shall be ransfered to Investor
Education and Protection Fand (IEPF) Suspense Sccourt.
Final Dividend 2018-19 declared by the Company i due for transter 1o the Fund as detaded below.

Dividend{Year; | Date al Declaration of Dividend
Final {2818-19) 3008 le

| Transker of Shares o [EPF Suspense Accoun

After 05.10.2026

The Cormpany, has sent indiidual

whbsitg it

Offiez{ar email at

pursuart to the said Aules:

Place: New Deif|
Date; 1" August, 20126

suchSnares. | any, from IEPF Authority n
therain. Sharenpioers can also rafar fo the details avalkible on WNWLIERT.00¥,IA In this ragard.

No claim shall bs aganst 1he Company in respect of unclaimed dvidend amourt and the Shares fransfemed lo IEPF

o unclaimad for Seven consecutva vears, at their ktest avallable adoress with the Depostiary ParticipantR&TA. The
Company has uploaded the detalls of such Shasehclders and Shares due for transler o IEPF Suspense Account on ils

-  Bhasehoiders are requeste (o refar to the “investar Relations" heading an the abave website
1o verify the oetails of he shares able tn be ranstermed (0 |EFF Suspens Account

Shareholdsrs are advised to claim thair unclaimed dividend. Shareholders can contact the Campany, at the Registared

of fs Registrar and Snare Transler Agent (Address: MCS Share Transter
Agent Limied, Unit: Steel Awlhority of India Limited, 179-180, DSIOC Shed, 3* Floor, Okhia Industrial Area, Phase-1,
New Delni-110020, Tel: 91 11 41406149) or emall at
claim for the unciaimed dividend lying with the Campany, within 15 days of nofice. 11 no reply |5 recetved within the dug
date, tha Company shall, with a view to comply with 1he requirement of te Rules, transfer the ralevant Shares to (EPF
Suspenss Account withoul any further natice by Inlbowing |e due process.

Hewever, the Sharehalders can claim both the dividend aml rns mrrasponmnn Snms |nuuung all beredits ancruung on
soribed

whase dividend has remained unpaid

) doe further detzds, and lodge a vald

Far Steel Autherity of India Limited
S

{m.B. a:mmmi
Company Secretary

BRANCH OFFICE: CG-SAM Circle Ofﬂca Gaya
(R J Palace, Rai Kashi Nath More, Gaya) | E mail: cogayasamd@pnb.co.in
SALE NOTICE fQR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
E-Auchion Sale Notica for Sabo of | Assats under the { Financial Assels and Enlorcament of Security Inferest Act, 2002 read with proviso lo.
Rula & (8} of the Securi Rules, 2002
hatica is haraby given mhs nubhcln usnararami in partn:uhrln the Barrower (5] and Guarantor {5} that the below ta the Securad
Creditor, the whigh hae been taken by the Authorised Officer of the Bank! Secured Creditor, wlllba sol:l on Aas M\elels “As |5 what 8",
uld"v\fhabe\larmarela mlhadaleasmanh)mdmllslahluhamm beluw rormyufrts:IusaduebthaBanh{Sawdeumum fram =P {s}and,..... (a).
The p
SCHEDULE OF THE SECURED ASSETS
Lot [AMName of the beanch o the A Date of Demand Notice ujs 13 | A)Resorve Price (Rs. | Date/ Tima of | Details of the
No. |B.Name of the account Properties Mortgaged! Owner's 12) of SARFAES] Act 2002 inlacal BJEMD  |E-Auction | encumbrance
C.Mame & addresseg ofihe Name|mortgagers of property(les)) | B. Qutstanding Amount as on . | CIBid Increase s known to
borroweriGuarantors account i Amount | the secured
SARFAES! Act 2007, | creditors
o ® of posses:
i
1 |ABranch: Tankuppa , Ga 'Eroperly oovered under R A DE.02.2024 1.Rs.8,60.000/- 24.08.2026 THIC
8. Shri UPENDRA mﬁ Sio Shei Devlal | Sake dead no-2633 Dated-0502/2016, | B, Dus Amunt. Rs 8,91,218.86¢ |2.Rs.36,000 11 am ko 4 pm
Mahto Khata no-B4, Plot no-364, Thana No- - | {Rs. Nine lakh ninaly one 3. 10,000/
C. Sl Upendra Kumer Sio Shri Devlal Mahto , | 508, Area-1.812 Disme in the name of | theusand two hundred eightesn
Shri Dol Mahio Shri Duvlal Prasad Sio Late Chnathy | and paisa eighty six only) as on
Sio Late Chhathu Mahto . Mahto Sitvated &t Gram-4aropur, £.5- [31.01.2024 plus further interest
Add-0T-\-Aarepur, P.O-Tankuppa, Wazirgan|. PO —Tankuppa, Distt- woaf01.02.2029 and other
Fatehpur, Distt-Gaya-S24232 Gaya, Bourded by M- Sundan Devi, - | expenses il payment in full.
Chhar Choudhary and Yasan Kuwar, | 10.05.2024
E-Sukhdeo Yadey, W-Remawarup D.8ymbalic Pessession
Yadev
2 | ABranch: Rai Kashi Nath More, Gaya. Proparty in tha nams of Mrs, Suman | A. 27.03.2023 1.Rs.7,30,000- 2. (24.08.2026 NIL
B. Smt. Suman Kuman Wio Shri Rajesh Kumar Wia Shri Rajesh Kumar, Add - | B. Due Amount: Rs.9,95,476.26" | Rs.73,000- 11 am 1o 4 pm
Kurrar, Sahoda Moulanagar A, Dist- Gava | (Rupees Nina lakh Ninely Five 3. Rs. 10,0000
€. Smt. Suman Kumari Win Shi Rajesh and the morgaged IP is Siuated al Theusand Four Hundred Saventy
uirnar. Amawan, PS.- Bodhgaya Dist.- Gaya | Eight and Paisa Twenty Six Oniy)
Co-Borrowar-Shri Rajesh Kumar in Khata No-140 {New), Plol No.-402 | ag on 27.02 2023 plus furlher
Slo Shn Davi Saw ({Mew), Block No.-0d, Thana No.-385, | interest w.e f 26.03.2033 and
Add-Add-Sahoda Mouan; Area-A80 g, . or 1.58 demil, vide ather expenses with unlil paymeat
Al Disti-Gaya, Bihar-§23311 Sale Deed No.-3917 of 18.03.2015 in full
Boundary Essi-Raf kumer Singh, C.25.07.2023
WestPrastabit Rasta 14 11, Nodh-Agj | D.8ymbelic Possession
kharesdaar Kiran Devi, South- Wi
Selar.
3 |ABranch: RA| KASHINATH MORE , Gaya. | proparly caverod undir Rogstared | & 19.01.2024 1.R5.30,74,000/ 24082026 |NIL
5. Md Jawed Raja Siddiki Sic Md Sale deed no-F1315 g2 G013, | S Dus Amount Re.3385.619.48 | 2.Rs.3,07 400 11am to 4 pm
Jamaluddin Siddki Khata ro-105(oK], 186 (naw), Plot |- (Re. Thirty Thres Lakh Ninety (3. 10,0000
C. Md Jawed Raja Siddikl Sio Md Jamaludein | o a5 (o), 517 :‘m] Thana no- | Five Thousand Eight Hundred
Sddki 162, Ward no-28, Area-T67,18 Sq Nineteen and paisa Fosty Eight
Adid-AT-Mohsita-Photo Moon Light Raja Bazar | g/ + 761 Dised i the name of | O] 85 00 30.12.2023 plus
P.O-B. V' College. Thana-Shastri Nagar Md Jawed Raja Sicdiki Sio Md furiher interast w.e 101.01.2024
Dist-pitna-800014 A LR st and olher experses Sl paymen
Add-R'a 186 |slamnagarMasjid Gali samaluddlin Siddk, slhuated 3 in full,
#atari Hill High Tension Tawer g‘;ﬁ‘_g‘;:‘:"‘ga'“' Thana-Chardaull | o gy 043024
mﬂz?h T Bounded by: N- Rosd, S-Yashmin | 0> Teoli Possession
o=, Ege,
Watari Hill Roed, Gaya haram, E- Piol no §14, W- Feku
Disti-Gaya-823001
Shabana Khateon
Win Md Jawed Rajo Siddila
Add-Ain 186 |slam Magar Masjd Gall
Hatgrt Hill High Tension Tower
Distl-Gaya-823001,
4 |4 Branch:DOBHI, Gaya Praperty coversd under Regstered | A 20.01.2025 | Rn 20,45, 700~ 24.08.2026 NIL
B. Mis Janta Beej Bhandar , Proprietor: Sh, | sals desd ne -7 501 dated 8. Due Ameunt Re. Re. 04, 11 am to 4 pm
Shankar Yadav Sla late Kauleshwar Yadav, | 251205000 Plot No 990 (New), Knata | £0.534,756.31 (Rupses Twenty 3 |0.Wﬂal-
C. Mis Jants Bee| Bhandar , Proprietor: Sh. |y .56, Area-10 decimal, Thana no - | 18kn Fifty Four Thausand Seven
SBhankar Yadav Slo late Kauleshwar Yadav . | gos jocated af Vill-Mauza- Hundred Fifty Six and Paisa Thirly
Add-Ar-Vil-Faiebpar, POPidssin P5 Dot | [ aampur, PS-Dobh, Dist-Gaya i | ONe onYy) & o 31.12.2024 + int
Dist-Gaya-824 201 the name of Sh Sankar Yaday sio woa {0101 2025 and other
Add:ALVA-Ghonghava , AnchalThana- Dobhi | b 0 =t Exparses Linil Paymant In Full
| Pin-£24201 Dist -Gaya. Boundary: N-Resta, S-Punil Yaday, | C- 28042025
Shri. Shankar Yadav Sio lte Kauleshwar E-Village Fioad, W-Kulojan Yaday 0. Symbaolic Possession
Yadav
Bglg-A-yil-Fatehpar, FOPidasin 5 Dobhl
Distt
Add-A-Vil-Ghonghava  AnchalThana- Debhi .
Pin-824201, Distt-Gaya .
Add-AVI-Gharghava, Anchal Thana- Dobhi
Pin-824201 Distt-Gays,
Bd.d—ﬂl-\ﬂll—Fmrvw P.O: Pidasin S Dobii
Disil-Gaya
TERMS AND CONDITIONS
The saie shall b ject tothe Terms & Conditions th
1. The properies are being soldan *AS 1S WHEﬁEﬁmS'sm mas WHATIS&ASls‘md 'WHNI‘E\JER THEREISEAS &
2, The parti of Secur Officer, but th Officar shall not be
i L
3. The b i hrenigh platf isite hitps:, k D8 2026 @ 11 AMTOAPM
3 B ) com & www pribindia.in, BIDYANAND MISHRA
andon 24.09.2026 @ 11 AM TO4PM. For p: & warw pnbindia.in, Authorized OFosr
Punjab National Bank
Date : 02.08.2026 Secured Creditor
Flace: GAYA Mob: 9051446655
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Collegium for
consistency

The collegium system needs uniform norms
on disclosure and legitimate confidentiality

ustice Ujjal Bhuyan’s remarks questioning the

Supreme Court collegium's recent retreat from

recording reasons for judicial appointments have

revived an uncomfortable but necessary debate,
Nearly a decade after the collegium began publishing
its resolutions in the interests of ranspavency, the
institution appears to have made a U-turm, with recent
recommendations once again reduced to bare
announcements, The concern is not merely about
disclosure; itis about consistency.

The collegium has always struggled to balance two
competing values. Greater transparency enhances
public confidence and allows scrutiny of whether
appointments are based on objective criteria. At the
same time, disclosure can unfairly damage the
reputation of candidates, particularly sitting judges,
whose names are in the zone of consideration but
ultimately dropped or deferred. Publicising adverse
COMMENIS OF comparative assessments may cast
lasting doubts over judges who continue to serve, even
when no finding of impropriety exists. These concerns
cannot be lightly dismissed. Yet the answer cannot be
to swing between detailed disclosures under one
collegium, comprising the Chief Justice of [ndia and
the four most senior judges, and complete opacity
under another. Such fluctuations only reinforce the
perception that transparency depends on the personal
philosophy of the collegium of the day rather than on
an institutional commitment. The Supreme Court
itself, while striking down the National Judicial
Appeintments Commission in 2015, acknowledged the
collegium's shortcomings in transparency and
accountability and accepted the need for reform.

What is missing is a settled, principled framework.
The collegiwm should evolve uniform norms
specifying what must invariably be disclosed, what
may legitimately remain confidential, and how
reasons are to be recorded. The objective need not be
publication of every internal discussion or dissent. It
may well suffice to place in the public domain the
broad criteria that informed a recommendation while
protecting confidential material that could
unjustifiably smear unsuccessful candidates.

Equally important is the process through which
such norms are framed. Questions affecting the
institutional credibility of judicial appointments
should not depend on the views of the five-member
collegium alone. They merit deliberation by the full
court so that the Supreme Court speaks with one
institutional voice. A framework endorsed collectively
would ensure continuity across successive collegiums
and prevent repeated reversals in policy.

The debate, therefore, is not one of transparency
versus confidentiality. It is about replacing ad hoc
discretion with predictable institutional standards. For
an institution whose legitimacy rests on reasoned
decision-making, consistency in its own appointment
process is indispensable.

Looking for offshore
oil to beef up supply

he Indian economy has done better than what

most people expected in the wake of the oil shock

from the ongoing Iran war, However, the roots of
this resilience lie in the country’s fiscal prowess, which
allowed it to procure supplies at higher prices. This,
while welcome, cannot be a strategy. India must
reduce its energy import dependence on a long-term
basis. Renewables will be an integral part of the plan,
but it must also include securing fossil fuel supplies.

Itis in this regard that the Cabinet decision to
sanction 384,000 crore for offshore oil and gas
exploration over the next five years is welcome. The
decision aims to boost India's domestic oil and gas
offshore production by working on all levers: collect
high quality seismic data, subsidise exploration
activities and expand the industrial infrastructure to
increase petroleum processing. The decision should
be seen as one of the pillars to secure India's energy
requirements. Exploration, even when successful,
does not always translate into commercially viable
scaling ol operations. Also, it is unlikely that India’s oil
and gas production will ever have a share to reckon
with in the country's overall energy needs.

So, energy security must work on other fronts too,
including building large strategic reserves and
technology to substitute between imported and
domestically available fossil fuels (coal-based fertiliser
production, for instance), The announcement of the
Samudra Manthan project to aggressively pursue
offshore oil and gas production should, hopefully, be
the first of policy measures to boost energy security.

Data centres must
pay their true costs

A bargain that subsidises
clectricity and scarce
water, and absorbs the
heat with no guarantees
on enduring AT capability
is not development

fler New York's recent

moratorium on kargearti-

ficial intelligence (Al}

dum centres, American

senator Kirsten Gilli-

brand issued a statement
saying, “New Yorkers aren’t convinced
these massive facilities benefit them.
Before ve move forward, our commu-
nities need ironclad guarantees that
their energy bills won't spike, their
water will be protected, and their air
will remain clean,”

Do Indians deserve somilar guaran-
tees?

Around the world, protests are
erupting against AT and its data cen-
tres, Young pe nplt }wl cq‘JucnIly dlb

it the

tepid hiring mswhme collarindus-
tries, it's hard not to sympathise. Set-
ting aside questions about the future of
humanity, AT's feet of clay — ts data
centres— exact tngible, if more mun-
dane, costs acrosselectricity, heatand
water, Against this backdrop, the key
question for India is not whether it
should host these eentres, but what it
gets for doing so.

Let's start with power, A 100MW
site can draw more than two million

unitsa day. The International Eneray
Ageney puts data-centre clectricity
consumption a1 413 TWh in 2024 —
enough to meet the annual needs of
353 million Indian households. n
India alone, one projection sees data
centre demand climbing from 10 TWh
in 2025 to 191 TWh by 2040. Remem:-
ber, this is near-constant loading,
with periodic spikes that the grid
must cope with, Hyperscalers report
huying vast quantities of renewables,
bt that does not give the full
pleture: Wind is seasonal
and the sun sets, Something
must do the balancing, and
someone must pay for it As
states dangle incentives for
data centres, the factories in
ather sectors  already
employing millions may
Fairty ask: Why them, notus?

What water is provided,
predictably, does not even appear in
the listed benefits. Depending on the
cooling system deplayed and the local
climate, a I0OMW centre can con-
sume almnst o ansite water — or
more than two mi litres a day.
Globally, the electricity and cooling
needs of data centres had an esti-
mated water footprint of some 4.5 tril-
lion Titres in 2025,

India’s centres will cluster where
the undersea cables terminate: mainly
Mumbai and Chennai. Neither city is
lnown for water resilience, Where
will this water come from?

Heat, spoken about the least, may
matter the most, Almost all the clec-
tricity & server draws becomes heat,

Mrdula
Ramesh

which must be pushed out.

A recent preprint of a research
study tracking two decades of temper-
atures across thousands of data cen-
tres, found emperatures in the vicinity
of a data centre rose by about 2°C once
it began operating. Temperatures
stayed about 1'C higher upto 4.5km
away and remained detectably higher
at 10km — potentially sing over
340 million people gf;l?:“yn\tau the
added heat

[n India’s sweltering cities.
In an El Nifo year, lhat

An industry that treats innovation as both virtue and God should not need

cheap water, unpriced heat and unquestioned grid support.

Llsmsociuislngd [private ot —your
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d:berves far mur: o
than itis ndwhatis
[ndiaacu?aﬁ;g'lﬂng?
~Jobs" is often the first
respanse. True, construction
brings hundreds, perhaps
thousands, of jobs briefly, but
maost of those flow to
migrants rather than the
locals: omoe built, a 100MW cenire may
employ just 30060 people onsite. The
highly paid engineers whe run itoften
work from remotelocations, while the
Tocal roles — facilities, power, coaling,
security — are low-skilled.

Then, is India making the chips,
servers, storage and memaory. or buikd-
ing the Al models—or merely bolting
together the racks and servers?

Are we the librarian basking in the
glory of books other people wrote?
India should not conflae hosting the
data centres with owning the Al econ-

pmysﬂ:r&nwm and power., In Amer-
ica, where bothare priced, a $30water
bill can become §250, sparking pro-
tests. In India, unpriced water sits in
invisible squifcrs: no one knows how
much is rawn until they run dry.

The irony is that the innovation to
mitigate some part of the data centres”
environmental impact already exists.
Renewable energy and storage have
made great strides in the last decade.
Water efficiency has improved as cen-
wres aclopt closed-loop coofing and dis-
pense with cooling towers; what little
water they need, can be drawn from
treated sewage.

Heatcan be tamed tooc In Denmark,
Mera's wind-powered centre pipes its
wveaste heat into the city's district-heat-
ing petwork. In [ndia, waste heat emer-
gesat 25-40°C, which a heat pumpean
lrﬂ]l mQD—IZCI'(‘ But wahnuunearby

omy. The former is subsidised real d | user or a lised grid,

estate, the latter wtrate-  whatb fit?

EIC power, Subsidies and opacity blunt
Back to those costs, The hyperscal-  the need to innovate while transpar-

REUTERS

ency and constraints supply it, The
alternative is not w wrn away data
centres but to make them earn their
weleome.

Singapore's PUB helped unleash
water innovation. Indian cities could
do the same: Roll out the welcome
mat for data centres on the condition
that they transparently disclose and
pay & fair price for the resources they
consume, even fund a hub for cooling,
heat recovery, water reuse, and grid
MANEEMENL

Anindustry that treats innovation
as both virtue and God should not
need cheap water, unpriced heat and
unguestioned grid support.

A bargain that subsidises electricity
and scarce water, and absorbs the
Thear with no guarantees on enduring
Al capability beyond data centres is
not development. It is subsidising
somebody else’s intelligence.

Mridula Ramesh: is o cilmate-tech
rvestorand auilior of The Climate
Stutton and Watershed, The views

expressed are personal
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Happyman Jacob

Simultaneous balancing
& engagement with China

hina-India relations appear to be on
the mend. Take & look at the last ten
days of July. On July 22, external

chal Frontier Highway and the Nyoma sirficid
behind it. Nong of it has been paused or
slowed, for or because of the reser, even if |

affairs minister 5 J met his
Chinese counterpart Wang Yi in Manila, on
the margins of the East Asin Summit, Five
days later, forelgn secretary Vikram Misr was
in Beijing, meeting vice-minister Hua Chuny-
ing, where both sides said the customary

p ly think we have to do lot more of bal-
ancing,

And the {rejengagement of China is taking
place in the FDI regime. In March this vear,
the Union Cabinet amended Press Note 3,
natified as Press Note 2 of the 2026 series and

things about peace and tr lity along the
border. On July 30, our Mandarin-speaking
ambassador in Beijing called on a Chinese
vice-minister to discuss trade and market
access, with Indlan pharmeceuticals report-
eclly on the tatke, That i a lotin 10 days for two
countries that are known to move slowly, Are
we warming up to the Chinese too fast? Have
we forgotten the winter of Galwan? There are
wa schoals of thoughr in New Delhi.

One says, in criticism of course. that India is
“drifting” fast into acoommodation with Ching;
that Galwan has been written off and that we
are trading our way back intoa dependence vis-
A-vis China The second set of arguments holds
that Qruad is ending, the rupture with the US is
permanei, our Indo-Pacific commitments
wore al than we L and o
the reset with China s the real story. Beth sides
assume that India must eventually settle into
one clear posture: Balance China or trade with
China. Both have been predicting sucha clear
decision, one vy or anather, for two years. But
acloser look would suggest that the policy has
been more complicated and, | think, in the right
direction. Mostly,

1 think there is # vocabulary problem in our
assessment of our relationship with China.
Multi-alignment, currently in fashion in New
Delhi, describes a cholee among partners,
while strategic autonomy, also in fashion,
deseribes freedom from other countries” choi-
ces, But neither of them describes a single
relationship that runs in two opposite direc-

operationalised from the first of May, lnves-
tors carrym,g upto Jﬂ%ofth.lme beneficial
now use th e route,

and pmposa]s in capital goods, electronic
components, polysilicon, and Ingot-waler
mnufacturing are to be cleaved in G0 days, so
long as Indian residents keep majority owner-
ship and control. Direct Chinese investment
still needs prior approval.

S0 the larger question then is whether the
diplomatic activity we witnessed in July, the
activity before that, and the activity that is
likely to follow means that New Delhiis finally
eiving up on balancing China? [ hope not, It
doesn't need to, because New Delhi can bal-
ance and engage Befjing at the same time. The
national security pundits who argue that
China must be balanced are right; sois Indian
Industry that urges New Delhi to continue
with trade. There is no contradiction,

In fact, New Delhi is not the only capital
that does it. US secretary of state Marco Rubio
came to the Quad ministerial meet in Delthi on
May 26, 10 duys after his President had made
4 warm State visit to Beljing, almest looking
for 2 G2 with Beijing even though be got nogh-
ing in return. Washington wiorks with China
using the same two commitments, of balan-
cing and engaging, and calls it seatecrafr,
When we do it, we are aceused of "drifting”
aneway or another,

Butwhy does simultancity with China mat-
ter? Here's why, China holds our territory and
is undoubtediy India's primary challenge; but

tions at the same time. Multi

describes India's behaviour across its parmer-
ships, but says nothing about what happens
where a single country is a partner and adver-
sary at the same time. In my upcoming book
{Indiz After Nonalignment], | call that political
simultaneity, Hypocrisy is when you claim to
take a position, but actually have mare
than one position; simultaneity is when you
openly take two positions and face the conse-
qUences.

It is possible for a country to take two com-
peting positions at the same time, both incur-
Ting costs in different ways. China is perhaps
the best case in the Indizn context, because the
balancing and the engagement of China isdone
Ty the same government sinee Ching is a seou-
rity challenge, a trade partner and a next door
neighbour, and & lot more, all at once.

Tndia’s ongning balancing of China is tak-
ing place in Ladakh, where roads, bridges,
tunnels and logistics hubs have gone up, the
Shyok Tunnel among them, with the Aruna-

THE INVESTMENT OPENING
AND THE SE ITY

JSTURE CANNOT BOTH
SURVIVE A SERIOUS CRISIS
AT THE LINE OF ACTUAL
CONTROL: ONE OF THEM IS
BOUND TO DISAPPEAR

italso supplies a great deal of our manufactur-
ing, electronic components, and pharmaceuti-
cals. Cut the economic link with China, and
our economy is bound (o slow down. India
cannot afford that. But if we accept the territo-
rial aggression and nibbling, we end up giving
up the deterrence we have spent six years and
2 lotof money putting back together. This is
the predicament of a country large enough to
have serious interests on both sides of the bal-
ance sheet, Great powers can, perhaps, afford
clean choices because they can make up the
loss elsewhere. We cannot; not yet.

Burt will simultaneity with China last? Iowill
last enly as long as the two commitments can
bre held in balance, and the ball is as much in
Inelia's eourt as it is in China's court, A serious
crisis on the LAC would end it, as has hap-
pened in the past. The investment opening
and the security posmure cannot both survive
asheating incident in Ladakh; ene of them is
baund to disappear.

So, India should balance China and trade
with China for as long as both can be done
without sacrificing the other. The Eailure
would be having to make that choice in the
middle of a crisis, having never thought about
it betore and planned for it

Happyman Jacob 15 faunder and diractar, Counell
Jor Straegic and Defense Research, aned editor,
INDIA'S WORLD mugazine.

The views expressed are personal
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I have agreed, for the future
benefit of the world ... to cancel the

attack (on Iran), subject to being
able to rapidly make a deal

HT
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Shashi Shekhar

Ending digital addiction to
safeguard children’s future

was sitting in a police station in Uttar
Pradesh, He had been detained for
threatening to kill Prime Mimister Nar-
endra Modi, chief minister Yogi Adityanath,
and then Bihar chief minister Nitish Kumar.

The boy, from a rural background, wanted
overnight fame and hence resorted to the
online stunt. As it involved VIPs, the police
weroed inon him in no time. Later, the court
took a lenient view considering his age and
aranted him bail. But this is no isolated case.
‘There are thousands of such incidents where
children or young adults perform such acts,
compelled by their onling sddiction,

Online addicrion has started affecting
children in many adverse ways, The Acad-
emy of Medical Royal Colleges (AMRC) has
categorised online addiction as a public
health emergency. AMRC rates the addiction
on a par with smoking.

The dectors participating in the survey
confirmed that they receive at least one
young patient every day who has been suffer-
ing mental or physical ailments due to exces-
sive online engagement. The doctors warned
that tech companies design their apps ina
manner that turns people into addices. We
are well aware of insomnia, irritation, vio-
lent outbursts and other problems that
online addiction causes.

1t's no surprise that on June 15, the UK
banned all forms of social media for children
below 16 years of age.

Even the Norwegian government is going
1o take revolutionary new steps from August
1. Norway was the first country in the world
to digitalise even the primary classes, The
government of Norway and the country's
society are now reversing the initiative, Noe-
wegian education minister Karl Nesa Nord-
tun says that excessive use of screens in the
school is affecting the core cognitive abilities
of children. It's adversely impacting their
plysical and mental health. As a result many
children are turning to cyber bullying. The
Norwegian governiment s terming the inftia-
tive as "back to basics”,

The government in Osio dedicated a bud-
get of millions of krones two years ago to
bring back textbooks in classrocms, The
results are visible, From August 1, the use of
screens for students of class 110 4 was com-
pletely stopped. A zero-screen law is already
in place for children under two years of aue.
The government has tripled the grant for
school libraries. This move will definitely be

I Usaslightly old story. A 16-year-old boy

a milestone in preserving human mind and
cognition,

China too has restricted sereen tme for
children below eight to 40 minutes in 24
hours, AULD in the night, ‘internet curfew’ is
imposed which lasts till six in the morning.
Beijing has restricted all those services that
can make children AT addicts.

Even South Korean classrooms became out
of bounds for mobile phones last month. The
povernment has also established internet res-
eue schools, Here minors are kepe in the lap of
nature without any electronic gadget so they
can revert to their natural human self.

Similarly, Australia has completely
banned social media for children below 16
vears of age, with hefty fines for companies
found breaking the law. France is plannin,
similar curbs. The head of the EU has urge§
Eurcpean nations to make laws that decide
the age at which children can access social
media and also detos from algorithm-driven
addiction.

‘Where does India stand on such an impor-
tant issue? We have put some curbs under
Online Gaming Regulations Act 2025 but we
still have a long way to go.

The academic world is dealing with
another issue — how can a golden mean be
achieved in the era of Al? PISA {Interna-
tional Student Assessment Programme) and
OECD (Organisation of Economically Devel-
oped Nations) studies enlighten us about the
issue, They say that the Al wols are indevd a
Toree multiplier for increasing human pro-
ductivity but people will have to make a dis-
tinction between addiction and use.

Tesearchers found that when students
with digital addiction restricted use of devi-
ces to three out of 24 hours, their results
were way better. However, digital addiets
whose sereen time wis not restricted failed
maths tests despite access w their digital
equipment. Close to 5%% of students were
found distracted by the laptops and smart-
phones of the others; 46% ol students using
smartphones for three to seven hours
become fidgety if they lose access to it The
verdict is clear: Smartphones and laptops
don’t make students sharp. They need to
develop discipling and focus. The beautiful
balance between the power of Al and human
wigdonm is the only way to create a meaning-
ful workd,

Shashi Shekhar is editor-in-chief, Hindustan, The
views expressed wre persenal
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HEALTH YOUTH

protests by students demanding
reforms in the public examina-
tion system rocked Delhi and
other parts of the country.

“Our colture teaches us that
one can get rid of substance
abuse with the support of soci-
ety, voga and meditation,” Modi
sald.

The Nashas Mukt Yuva' cam-
paizn is  resobve for the indi-
vidual, family, society and, most
impartantly, the na and the
name of the initiative itsell
reflected its objective, the prime
minister said,

“When the country has sct
the goal of building a developed
India, it is essential that the
youth stay away from harmful
addictlons to remain physically
and mentally healthy and full of
self-contidence.” Modi said.

“This is the oljective of this
campaign,” he added, urging
everyone to take a pledge 1o
ensure that young people
understand the dangers of drug
addictlon and remain awareg
and vigilant in every possible
way,

“From mday, the Nasha Mukt
Yuva Abhivan is being launched
across the country. When this
becomes a collective campaign,
even those who are unable to do
something on their own will
TECEIVE NEW ENETEY.

“The resohve taken today will
move forward in the same man-
ner for the next 100 weeks,
Every Sunday, activities related
tovart, cubture, sposts, meditation,
spirituality and service will be
organised. The message of de-ad-
diction will reach new people,”
Modi said.

“The coming 100 Sundays will
miark 100 strong steps owards a
drug-free India,” he added

The prime minister also said
theat addiction not only harms the
body, but also takes away a
mother’s smile, shatters a
father’s dreams, weakens a sis-
ter's hope, and takes away the
respect of a younger brother,

“Family members live with
this pain every day, watching
their children gradually lose
themselves before their eyes.” he
sail,

Wodi also said the government
stands firmly with the youth in
this campaign against drugs.

“Strict action is being taken
against drug trafficliers across
the country. The arrests have
gone up several times as com-
pared to before, and drugs worth
thousands of crores of rupees
have been seized. This shows
how strongly our government is

acting against drugs,” the prime
minister said.

He also urged famllles not to
Tide their children’s addiction
out of concern for social reputa-
tiom, and instead communicate
openly with them and seek
expert and medical helpto help
them overcome substance abuse,

The Nasha Mukt Yuva for Vik-
sit mwrm“enka]p}\hhnnn aims
to inspire youth to stay away
from substance abuse and
encourages them to become
ambassadars of positive social
change in their communities.

The launch marked the begin-
ning of a W0-week nationwide
“Jan T campaign, under
which activities will be organised
every Sunday across the country
0 promote awareness and
encourage public participation in
building a drug-free sociery,

The activities will include
sportsevents, walkathons, medi-
tation sessions, cultural pro-
SIS, AWATENESS CAMPaigns,
nukkad nataks, discussion
forums, art competitions and
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living with an irreplaceable loss,
e said.

“1 listened to their pain. Our
fight is for an education system
where hard work is respected,
examinationsare fair and nostu-
dent is pushed to the edge
becanse failed them.”

killed three family members,
including their child, and
wounded others, according to
Tealth officials at the Shifa hos-
pital.

The mother wis six months
pregnant, the hospital added. In
central Gaza,a man and hiswife

the former Congress chief said,

“The Prime Minister speaks of
Torgiving students. After listen-
ing to these parents, my convic-
tion s even stronger: Indiy's stu-
dents peed no forgiveness. The
government cwes them truth,
Justice and an apology,” Gandhi
asserted.

IRAN STRIKES

Saudi Crown Prince Moham-
med bin Salman, the kingdom's
de facto leader, spoke with
Trump by phone Saturday and
raised concerns about the US
potentially escalating the con-
flict with Iran, according to the
Saudi pressagency.

The Saudis, accarding to the
person briefed on the substance
of the call but not authortzed

L ity engag pro-
gramimes,

The Masha Mult Bharat Abhi-
yaan was launched in 2020 in
line with the prime ministers
vision of creating a Nasha Mukt
Bharat, Union Minister for Sports
and Youth Affairs, Mansukh
Mandaviya, said at the launch.

Rahul attacks Modi
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
on Sunday said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi speaks of “forgiv-
ing" students, but it is the govern-
ment that owes the stud

publicly, are con-
cerned that Tehran could
respond with attacks on the
energy infrastructure of the
kingdom and other Gulf coun-
tries. The call happened before
Trump's social media announce
ment, the person said,

‘The crown prince sought clar-
ity from Trump on what poten-
tial new action he was weighing
to take against Iran, the person
said.

A White House afficial, who
weas nol anthorized wmmmcnl
publicly and anrm\'m

were killed in an [sraeli strike,
which wounded four other peo-
ple in the area, according to the
main hospital serving central
Gaza

The Israeli military said the
overnight strikes had targeted
Hamas military operatives, with-
out elabarating,

At least 1222 Palestinians,
including at least 260 children,
have been killed since the Octo-
ber ceasefire, according to
Gaza's Health Ministry. Five
Tsraeli soldiers have been killed
in that ti Hoth Hamas and
Israe] continue to trade accusa-
tions of violating the ceasefire,

PAPPU
spot. alleged that the attack esca-
lated after the shoe was throwrn.
“They first ok off 2 shoe and
threw it. When the knife was
drawn to attack, oursupporters
and associates tried to restrain
the assailant. I stepped forward
and positioned myself between
the attacker and Yadav, and |
was beaten severcly as a result.
'We knew there were threats and
had alerted the police in advance
about threats to the MP. 1 per-
sonally met the DCP this morn-
g and filed 4 farmal eomg

DRIVER HELD

killed the EO. His statement
raized doubts and he later con-
fessed wo the crime in the inves-
tigation, police officers added.

The police said they were
investigating all possible angles
in the case.

Recently, Dehrl MLA Rajiv
Ranjan Singh Sonu has raised
the name of deceased EQ Vimal
Kumar, alleging that he
indulged in corruption. Mean-
while, a clip of decessed’s wife
accusing the MLA of demand-
ing ¥50 lakh from the officer
and also making such calls on
regnlar basis went viral on Sun-
day.

The HT cannot confirm the
authenticity of the video,

Though, she named driver
Mithilesh Kumar, a resident of
Dehri, and his unidentified
associates for her husband’s
murder. The police has regis-
tered the FIR in the case based
on her statement under sections
101{3) and 3(5) of BNS.

Fallowing Kumar's killing,
Executive Officers (EOs) of all
urban bodies in Bihar went on
an ndefinite strike. In a leser to
the Principal Secretary, Urban
Development and Housing
Department, the Bihar Urban
Service Association’s general
secretary Arvind Kumar Singh
demanded the immediate arrest
of the murderers, the strictest
possible punishment through a
speedy trial, provision of ade-

stating that the MP wasarriving
today and has been receiving
constant cinl medin,

truth, justice and an apology.

Gandhi made the remarks in
an Tnstagram post as he shaved a
video of his interaction with the
families of Gopika, Roshini and
Vetri Anandan, who committed
suicide fllowing the NEET paper
leak and cancellation, during his
wisit to Tamil Nadu on Saturduy.

The leader of opposition in the
Lol:Sabha said, “During my visit
to Tamil Madu, | met the fmilies
of Gopika, Roshini and Vetri
Anandan, three young medical
aspirvants whose lives were lost
following the NEET paper leak
and the cancellation of the exanm-
ination. Each family was left with
the same painful question: why
should honest. hardworking st-
dents pay the price for a dishon-
st sysem 2 A lesked paper bed
acaneedled examination, a forced
NEET re-exam and unbearable
pressure on young minds, Gan-
dhi said.

Behind every statistic isachild
with a dream and a family now

ity, confirmed the lead P

Saturday but did not offer any
detall,

Iran has repeatedly attacked
vessels attempring to transit
through the Serait of Hormuz
without its authorization as part
of its ongoing conflict with the
us

In developments elsewhere in
the Middle East, Israeli strikes
on Sunday across Gaza killed at
least efght Palestinians, includ-
ing two children, and wounded
over a dozen others, according o
local health officials.

Palestinians reported an
increase in the scale of Israeli
strikes across the enclave over
the past few days.

Astrike on a residential apart-
ment in southern Gaza killed
three family members, including
their d-year-old child, according
to Nasser hospital, where the
bodies arrived.

Another strike, also on a resi-
dential apartment. in Gaza City

Diespite g all this, they
deployed only three or four
palice personnel here” he
alleged,

Meanwhile, one of the
accused, Happy, later told media
"We had seen in the news that
Yadav was insulting saints. We
underwenta security check. We
were not carrying anything, so
we were allowed to enter, A
press conference was in
progress. We simply said to him,
"Pappu Yadav ji, you are a
respected public representative,
but you are insulting our sadhus
and saints and mocking their
saffron robes..” However, his
supporters started beating
us..The crowd attacked us bru-
rallv. I managed to come out but
my friend could not. His name is
Sumit..He was taken to the
police station.. We did not have
any knife. Yes, the slippers were
thrown after they assaulted
. Wi will continue o do this, if
our sadhus are disrespected...”
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quate ion and a gov-

ernment job for one family
member of the deceased and
adequate bodyguards and resi-
dential security for EDs,

Vimal Kumar's family in Patna
on Sunday. SANTOSHKUMER! HT

FOLLOWING
KLM;
AECUTIVE
OFFICERS OF AL
URBAN B[)DI
NENT ON AN
N[)! FINITE STRIKE

Physically verify,

07

demarcate all

wetlands in SAC atlas: Top court

Utkarsh Anand

M.K. Balakrishnan and NGO
Vo et

letters@hindustantimes. com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
has tightened its oversight of the
protection of India's wetfands,
directing the Centre, states and
Union territories to physically
verify and demarcate all wet-
lands identified in the Space
Applications Centre (SAC) Mlas
within tva months, while varm-
ing that secretaries and other
senior officials will be sum-
moned to court if the exercise
remains confined to paperwork.

A bench of justices Aravind
Kumar and Vipul M Pancholi
miade it clear that the statutory
exercise of “ground-truthing”
and boundary demarcation
under the Wetlands (Conserva-
tion and M ) Rules,

The court recalled that as far
backas December 11, 2024, it had
directed every state and UT Wet-
land Authority to complete
“ground-truthing” and boundary
demarcation of all wetlands
idenrified in the 2021 SAC Atlas
within three months, describing
itas a statutory obligation under
the Wetlands Rules. Those diree-
tions were reiterated in subse-
quent orders dated August 19,
October 7 and October 28, 2025,

However, senior advocates
Jayant Bhushan and Anitha
Shenoy, appearing for the peti-
tioners, informed the court that
while several states claimed
compliance, the exercise had
largely remained a desk exercise,
Accor dmg to them, wetlands

2007, cannot be completed
merely on paper and must
invalve physical identification of
the wetlands on the ground.

“Ground truthing and demar-
cation of wetland boundary
should not only be on peper but
also to be physically carried out
and identification of such wet-
lands or water bodies as identi-
fied by the SAC Atas shall be
undertaken by all the states if
not already undertaken and a
report be filed before this court
expeditiously and at any rate
within an outer limit of two
months,” the bench directed in
an order passed on July 28 and
released on Saturday.,

The court added: “This exer-
cise of physical verification if not
undertaken, the Secretaries of
Ministry of Environment and
Forest and the Vice Chairman af
the respective State Wetland
Authorities shall appear in per-
sof on the next date of hearing
and show cause a5 to why fur-
ther steps should not be taken by
this court for non-compliance,”
adding that any breach of its
present or previous directions
would be viewed “very seri-
ously”,

The latest order marks a sig-
nificant escalation in litigation
the top court has been monitor-
ing since 2018 to ensure the iden-
tification, notification and pro-
tection of wetlands scross the

1s

from a batch of public interest
litigatinns filed by Greater Noi-
da-based birder and environ-

list Anand Arya, advocate

ik d throwgh satellite imag-
ery had neither been physically
inspected nor verified on site,
defeating the very objective of
ground-truthing before demar-
cation.

expressed dissatisfaction over
the pace of compliance after a
status report filed by the Union
government showed several
states hiad made little progress n
ground-truthing and boundary
demarcation,

Calling the progress “snail’s
pace”, it had granted another
two months while cautioning
that envirenment seeretaries of
defaulting states would have (o
personally appear before the
court if the exercise remained
incomplete,

It had also directed states to
publish details of identified wer-
lands, completed ground-tru-
thing and boundary demarca-
tion on their official websites
and asked the Centre to coordi-
nate with states for expeditious
issuance of wetland notifica-
nons.

The court had further clari-
fied in October 2025 that the
process of ground-truthing and
demarcation must strictly com-
ply with Rule 7 of the Wetlands

Accepting the suky the
hench observed that dmpiu its
repeated orders, some states and
their wetland authorities were
attempting to lake a position
contrary to the court’s direc-
tions.

“When our order dated
111220024 which has been reiter-
ated on 19082025, 07.10.2025
and 2810.2025 is clear, we fail to
understand as to how the states
or its instrumentalities or the
Wetland Authorities...can take a
different view," the bench sald
before directing that both
ground-truthing and demarcs-
tion should not only be on paper
but also be physically carried
aut.

The direction effectively gives
all states and UTs a final two-
month window to complete
physical verification of every
wetland or water body mapped
in the SAC Atlas and place com-
pliance reports before the court.

The litigation concerns wet-
lands identified by the Space
Applications Centre under
15RO's Wetland Atdas. Earlier
proceedings revealed that the
number of wetlands larger than
225 hecrares had risen from
201,508 in earlier inventories w
231,195 in the 2021 SAC Atlas,
making physical verification
essential before legal protection
could be extended,

I Angust 2025, the court had
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(Conser
Rules, 2017 after concerns were
raised that some authorities
were carrying out demarcation
before undertaking physical ver-
itication.

Apart from strengthening
compliance directions, the
bench also resppointed advocate
Shibani Ghosh as nodat counsel
o coordinate pleadings among
all parties, state governments
and wetland authorities in view
of the voluminous record gener-
ated in the long-pending pro-
ceedings,

The bench also dealt with sev-
eral intervention applications
filed by Balakrishnan, who
appeared In person seeking
court directions for restoration
of over 1LOOO kunds in Vrindavan
and & nationwide riverbank
waste management project,

While acknowledsing that the
causes sought to be espoused
were "laudable” and “benevo-
lent”. the court refused to direct
release of 280 crove and 11,038
lakh crore, respectively, to the
intervener, observing that such
work falls within the domain of
starutory authorities and state
BOVETTIMENIS.

It, however, said the concerns
raised regarding the protection
of water bodies and river ecosys-
tems would be kept in view
while passing final orders in the
min matter.
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[ran to strike Gulf, 3dead, 41 missing in Indonesia ferry fire
[sraeli energy sites
if Trump attacks

Asian News International
Ietters@hndustantimes cam

TEHRAN: Iran has issued a threat
of retaliation following reports
indicating that US President
Donald Trump is considering
lnunching atmcks against Ira-
nian energy inlrastructure,
according to Iran’s state-affili-
ated Tasnim News Agency.

The news agency reported
that Tehran has devised a com-
prehensive blueprint to target
crucial energy facilities across
the Middle East should the
United States or fsrael carry out
fresh strikes.

The warning comes as a US
offictal told Axios that Trumyp is
seriously contemplating strikes
on lranian energy fargets,
though no final decision has
been taken.

As per Tasnim News, the Ira-
nian plan is designed to disrupt
the oil and gas infrastructure of
the Midille East if new attacks
are carried out by the US or
Israel,

The reported target list fea-
tures Saudi Arabia’s Ghawar oil
field, which accounts for over 5
per cent of global oil supply,
alongside the Abgaiq and Khur-
wis facilities, which produce
more than 7 million barrels of oil

include the Zakum oil field and
the Ruweays refinery. which hasa
processing capacity of over one
million barrels per day.

fran’s reported list also
eneompasses Qatar's North Field
and Ras Lalfan, which wgether
aceount for approximately 20
per cent of global liguefied natu-
ral gas (LNG) trade.

Otther sites cited in the report
include Kuwait’s Burgan ail
field, which produces roughly
two million barrels per day, Bah-
rain's Sitrah refinery and Al-Mi-

Donald Trump with Saudi prince

haj, as well as lsrael’s Leviathan
and Tamar gas fields.

Asenior Iranian security offi-
cial, quoted by Tasnim News,
said, “We have prepared a com-
prehensive plan to respond o
any potential American reckless-
ness.”

The officizl additionally cited
the d0-day war, claiming that
Iran had bombed Qotar's most
vital gas refinery and asserting
that Trump later apologised on
Truth Social.

The latest warning from Teh-
ran follows reports that Presi-
dent Trump is weighing military
action against Iranian energy
infrastructure.

A US official told Axios that
Trump is seriously considering
Iaunching strikes against Franian
energy and infrastructure facili-
ties over the coming days,
though final crders have not yet
been issued,

Aecording to the report, the
propesed bombing campaign
aims 1o pressure Tehran into
accepting American terms in
ongoing ceasefire negotiations.

The report further stated that
the strikes could involve the [sm-
eli military for the first time in
several weeks, an escalation
expected to triggzer Iranian mis-

Agencies

letters@hindustantimes. com

SURABAYA: An Indomesian ferry
carrying 271 people caught fire in
waters off the main island of
Javaon Sunday, leaving at least
five people dead and dozens
missing as rescuers and passing
vessels evacuated hundreds
from the burning ship, officials
said, AP reported.

A total of 225 people on the
vessel were rescued while 41
remain missing, AFP reported.

The Mutiara Sentosa 2 f
was traveling from Indonesi
second-largest city of Surabaya
in East Java to the city of Makas-
sar in South Sulawesi, with 232
passengers and 38 crew mem-
bers, when the fire broke out
between Garm and Tam in waters
off Sumenep regency, according
o Indonesia’s National Search
and Rescue Agency. or Basarmas.

The ferry aperator, PT Atosim
Lampung Pelayaran, reported
the incident to the Surabaya
search and rescue office about
an hour later, Basarnas said in a

inSal »
sile attacks on lsrael,
The recent developments are

taking place against the back-
drop of heightened tensions
between Iran, the United States
und [srael,

Iran calls every threat to
country real, significant
Iran's Acting Minister of Defence
and Armied Forces Support, Brig-
adier General Seyyed Majid Ihn
al-Reza, has said that Tehran will
treat every threat from its
“adversarics” seriously and use
such threats o increase military
preparedness and strengthen its
deterrence capabilities.

Aceording to Iran's ISNA
news agency, [bn al-Reza made
the remarks in a post on his offi-
cial X handle,

He said that while [ran con-
siders recent statements by its
ardversaries [US] to be part of
psychelogical and information
warfare, Tehran will not dismiss
therm and will instesd treat every
threst as “real amd significant”™

“Although the enemy's recent
statements are made in the con-
text of psychological operations
and computational warfare,
fram our point of view, every
threat is a real and significant
threat,” he said.

Tt said the company received
information from the ferry's cap-
rain that the vessel was on fire

Smoke rises from the Mutiara Sentosa 2 ferry in East Java on Sundiy.

nezr the northern tip of Madura
island, but contact was fater lost.
By 9.45am, authorities deter-
mined the ferry was abour 19
nautical miles north of Buroan
Sapudiisiand after communicat-
ing with the nearby cargo vessel
Meratus Project 3, which was
unable to approach the burning
vessel closely because it was car-
rying a flammable load,
Footage released by the

National Search and Rescue
Agency showed thick black
smake billowing from ome side
of the ferry and spreading across
much of the ship.

In videos circulating on social
media platforms and messaging
groups, terrified passengers,
mostly wearing life jackets,
could be seen clustered on the
deck and upper sections of the
burning vessel awaiting rescue,

e — ——

some jumping into the sea as
orange flames and black smoke
billoweed from the burning ves-
sel.

The ferry was reported to be
nearly engulied by Names, with
passengers gathered on the
bridge and bow.

A tugboat and another pass-
ing vessel moved in and began
evacuating passengers shortly
before 10am, the statement said,

By Sunday afternoon, several
nearby vessels managed Lo res-
cue 225 peasengers and crew
and recovered five bodies, At
Ieast 41 people remained unac-
counted for.

The cause of the fire was not
immediately  known and
remained under investigation.

Search and rescue teams dis-
patched a rescue vessel from
Surabaya, although officials esti-
mated it would take about six
hours to reach the scene.

A rigid inflatable boat from
the Sumenep rescue post was
sent toward the location but
later returned to shore because
of rough seas and high waves,
The Indonesian Navy also
deployed a warship to assist

The 160 meters (525 feet) long
and 25 meters (82 Teet) wide
ferry serves the Surabava-Ma-
kassar route, & voyage that typi-
cally takes around 40 hours and
is primarily used by domestic
travelers and cargo transport
between Java and Sulawesi,

Indonesia is an archipelago of
maore than 17,000 islands where
ferries are 2 common method of
rravel. Disasters occur regularly,
with weak safety enforcement
often blamed.

Hindu monk gets
bail in Bangladesh

ters@hindustantime:
DHAKA: A Bangladesh High
Court on Sunday granted bail to
Hindu monk Chinmoy Krishna
Dras in two cases, o lawyer said.

“The Bangladesh High Court
has granted bail to Chinmoy
Krishna Das in two of the four
cases filed against him. These
cases included charges of
attempted murder, vandalism,
obstruction of government
dutles, and relared offences. A
two-judge High Court bench
issued the bail order today,”
Chinmoy's lawyer Apurba
Kumar Bhattacharjee said,

A High Court bench comypris-
Ing Justice KM Zahid Sarwar
and Justice Sheikh Abu Taher
granted the bail. They also set
August 16 as the date for hearing

BUSINESS

India eyes bk cr push for
North-East border infra

Dhirendra Kumar

dhirendra tumaralivermint.com

NEW DELHI: The Centre has
drawn up a 25,000 crore devel-
opment plan for India's Nerth-
East region for FY27, with a
sharp focus on improving con-
nectivity and social Infrastruc-
ture across horder areas, two
people familiar with the mater
said. The plan envisages con-
strueting about 270 km of roads,
providing ali-weather connectiv-
ity to 225 villages, and building
or upgrading around 70 schaol
infrastructure projects across
the cight north-castern staies,

The government expects the
education projects to benefit
about 292,00 students through
facilities created with central
support, these people said.

The proposal also prioritizes
healthcare infrastructure, The
Centre plans to develop tive hos-
pitals equipped with modern
healtheare facilities across the
reglon. The hospitals are
expected to serve more than L36
million people while helping five
district hospitals reach the
benchmark of at least 22 beds
per 100,000 population.

However, according to the

Plan envisages 270 km of roads, connectivity to 225 villages, 70
school infrastructure projects across the north-castern states, o1

first of the two people cited
above, the locations of the pro-

Toads, villages, airports and
other dual-use infrastructure

posed hospitals have yet to be  along the I'mnutrfmnglndm s

linalized because ¢ 1 north-eastern states, i

with the state governments are New Delhd's effonts o strengthen

still underway, its v border regions following
Cueries sent to the ministries  heightened tensions along the

of finance and development of
north-eastern region, the depart-
ment of expenditure, and the
chiel secretiries of all eight
north-castern states remained
unanswered till press time,

Border push

The spending plan comes as
China continues to expand

Line of Actual Control (LAC)
Ower the past several years,
Beljing has expanded highways,
bridges, airports, rail links and
so-called "border defence villa-
2es” across the Tibetan Plateau,
India has responded by acceler-
afing investments in roads, mun-
nels, telecommunications and

public services on its side of the
border.

Experls said the stralegy
reflects a broader shift to treat-
ing border infrastructure as both
a security imperative and a long-
term economic investment. “The
region’s development must be
viewed not merely as a border
management priority, but as a
long-term economic and strate-
wic investment i ndia's furure,”
sabd Nava Baro, founder, North-
east India Public Policy Forum, a
Guwahati-based think tank.

India's North-East comprises
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Manipur. Meghalaya, Mizoram,
Magaland, Sikkim and Tripura,
and is home to about 45.8 mil-
lion people, accarding (o the 2011
Census.

The proposed projects will be
implemented through the Cen-
tre's two Dagship programmes
fior the region—the Prime Minis-
ter's Development Initiative for
Morth East Region (PM-DevINE)
and the North East Special Tnfra-
structure Development Scheme
(Nesids). The Department of
Expenditure has allocated
22,306 crore for PM-DevINE and
32,500 crore for Nesids for fiscal
vear 2027 (FY27).

the bail applications in two other
cases.

Das, a former ISKCON leader
and spokesperson of the Bangla-
desh Sammilit Sanatani Jagran
Jote, was arrested on November
25, 2024, at Dhaka airport. He
was accused of insulting the
national flag of Bangladesh.

His arrest had sparked pro-
tests, culminating in violent
clashes between his followers
and law enforcement outside the
Chartogram Court Building on
November 27,

Das has been a voca advocate
for the Hindu {Sanatani) com-
mumnity in Bangladesh, calling
for key reforms such as a minor-
ity protection law, a tribunal for
fast-tracking cases of minority
persecution, and the establish-
ment of a dedicated ministry of
minority affairs.
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Stella {right) and Moxy compete during the World Dog Surfing Championships in Pacifica,
California,on Satun:ln) ‘Theevent helps local charities raise mucyhyspnnmrlnga contestant
i A

or a team, with a portion of the proceeds going to dog.

Petrol, diesel sales soar
on weak monsoon rains

Press Trllstuf India
fenchaclivernint com

NEW DELHI: Petrol and diesel
sales by India’s three state-run
fuel retailers rose sharply in
July as below-normal monsoon
rainfall boosted fuel demand
from farmers and motorists,
preliminary industry sales data
showed.

Petrol sales by Indian 0il
Corp (10C), Bharat Petroleum
Corp Ltd (BPCL) and Hindustan
Petroleum Corp Lid (HPCL}
climbed 9.7% to 3.45 million
wonnes during July, compared
with 3.14 million tonnes in the
corresponding period a year
ago.

The volume was also 15.1%
higher than 2,99 millien tonnes
sold during July 2024 and 36.1%
above the level recorded in the
same period of 2023,

Compared to June, however,
petrol sales fell L1% from 3.48
million tonnes,

Diesel sales. a key indicator of
econoic activity in India, rose
7% year-on-year to 7.12 mil-
lion tonnes in July from .43
million tonnes & year earlier,

Diesel is India’s most widely
used fuel, powering freight
transport, agricoltural machin-
ery and irrigation. Below-nor-
mal monsoon rainfall boosted
irrigation demand during the

The petrol salesin July,
however, fell 11% from
348 million tonnes in Junevny

[peak sowing season.

“The volume sold in July was
11.5% higher than in the corre-
spending period of 2024 and
12.7% above the July 2023 con-
sumption, On & month-on-
month basis, diesel sales
declined 9.2% from 7.85 million
tonnes in June.

Fuel sales typically moderate
with the anset of t 150011,
which reduces demand for run-
ning agricultural irrigation
pumps as well as slows vehicu-
lar movernent, But this year, the
monsoon rains arrived late,
which led to farmers using die-
sel to run pumps to irrigate
farms.

Month-on-month, sales in
July remain lower because in
June holiday travel picks up due

o school and college holidays.

Jet fuel (ATF) sales inched up
by 2.9% o 659,900 tonnes dur-
ing July -- volhemes that were
2.3% more than the consump-
tion of 641,300 tonnes in July
2024 and 16.5% more than
566,600 tonnes of July 2023,

Month-on-month, the con-
sumption fell 4.6% from 691,700
tonnes of June,

Liguefied petroleum gas

| NCLAT REJECTS
DOT'S 469 CRORE
CLAIM APPEAL IN
ROLTA INSOLVENCY

Pre_ss Trust of India
feedback@livermint.com

NEW DELHI: The National Com-
pany Law Appellate Tribunal
{NCLAT) has dismissed the
appeal filed by the Department
of Telecommunications (DaT)
challenging the resolution plan
for debt-ridden Rolta India Ltd,
holding that the plan has
already been approved and

(LPG) sales continued to fall,
dropping 17.4% to 2.37 milllon
LOTIneS.

Industry officials said this
wins largely because some vol-
umes have shifted to piped nat-
ural gas since the West Asia cri-
sis.

LPG sales have been declin-
ing since the onset of the West
Asia crisis disrupted supplies,
leading to the imposition of
consumption restrictions in see-
tows fike hotels and restaurants,

The curbs were lifted Jast
month, and sales saw an 8.6%
rise to 2,18 million tonnes con-
sumed in June but were lower
year-on-year as some industrial
and commercial users are now
using piped nanural gas for thelr
needs, they said.

The July LPG consumption
wias 13.3% lower than 2,73 mil-
lion tonnes of July 2024 and L1%
lower than 2.39 million tonnes
of July 2023,

FPIs reverse 4-month selling trend
with 220, 000 crore inflow in July

Press Trust of India

Feedback @livemint.com

MEW DELHE: After four straight
miomths of selling, foreign inves-
tors turned net buyers of Indian
equities in July, pumping in
F20,200 crore, aided by attract-
ivevaluations, improving corpo-
rate earnings and easing global
headwingds.

The latest inflow marks a
sharp reversal from the prece-
ding months, when Foreign
Portfolio Investors (FPIs) with-

drew ¥49,340 crore in June,
132,963 crove in May, 360,847
crore in April and a massive ILI7
lakh erore in March, according
to dats from the Central Deposi-
tory Serviees (India) Lid (CDSL).

Prior o the selling spree, FPls
had invested 322615 crore in
Indian equities in Febru-
ary.Despite the turnaround in
July, foreign investors have
pulled out a pet 3254 lakh crove
from Indian equities so far in
2026, way more than the 21.66
lakh crove withdrawn during the

whole of 2025, Market experts
attributed the renewed FPLinter-
est to relatively stable domestic
markets, reasonable large-cap
valuations, Improving earnings
prospects and & more favourable
global environment. V K Vijaya-
kumar, chief investment strate-
gist at Genojit Investments, said
excessive volatility in markets
sueh asSouth Kotea and Taiwan,
coupled with concentration risk
in the “chip trade”, s prompting
FP1s to look for relatively stable
markets like India,

Global FMCG majors bullish on India

Press Trust of India
feedbacklivemint com
NEW DELHI: Global «

Company see India as a key
growth market and a major
driver of future growth,

In their ings calls, top

products makers have reported
strong consumer demand and
market share gains In India in
the June quarter, highlighting
India's role 25 & long-term
growth engine and have indi-
cated plans to step up invest-
ments to strengthen their pres-
ence in one of the world's fastest-
growing consumer markets,
Global consumer goods
majors such as Mondelez Inter-
national, LOréal, Reckitt, Uni-
lever, Nestlé and The Coca-Cola

executives have pointed to resil-
ient consumer demand. acceler-
ating premiumisation, expand-
ing distribution networks, focus
on low-price packs, strong per-
formance of digital and e-com-
merce channels, and rising mar-
ket share across categories in
India. US snacking major Mon-
delez International. maker of
brands such as Oreo, Cadbury
Dairy Milk and Toblerone, said
demand i “solid” in

of 2026 and that it expanded its
retail reach by adding another
100,00 stores in the country,

“Consumer confidence in the
emerging markets, [ would say,
overall is stable and pretty good.
India fs very strong,” Mondelez
chairman & CEQ Dirk Van de
Put said during the company's
earnings call.

French beauty products
maker LOréal said irs India busi-
ness continued to accelerate in
the first half of 2026.

Giving & "Special showt-our”
to [ndla which saw a strong
at over 70% in the

India during the second quarter

June guarter, ahead of the mar-

ket, its CEQ Nicolas Hieronimus
said: “We have Jots of growth
apportunities, In India, it's even
a bit lower. Clearly it's-a focus,
The good news is that e-com-
merce is really doing great, and
wi are getting better at plaving.”
British FMCG major Reckit,
which owns brands such ns Det-
tol, Durex, Harpic and Veet,
reported  high single-digit
growth in India in the June guar-
ter, supported by broad-based
£ains ACT0SS CALEEOries.

The company artribued the
performance to continued sales
force automation and wider dis-
tribution reach.

The DoT had challenged the
resolution plan approved by
NCLT while claiming statutory
dues of 146909 crore towards
unpaid licence fees.

A three-member NCLAT
bench upheld the order of the
Mumbai bench of the National
Company Law  Tribunal
(NCLT), which on December 15,
2025, approved the 2900-crore
tesolution plan submitted by
Ashdan Properties for Rolta
Indla, 2 multinational technol-
RV COanpany.

The tribunal observed that
Holta's resolution plan had
already been implemented,
with the NCLT closing the com-
pany petition on February 2
2026, Moreover, DoT never
raised the issue of categorisa-
tion of its claims before the
NCLT during hearings.

“The resolution process hav-
ing attained finality and the
plan having been acted upon,
interference to the order dated
15.12.2025 at this stage, would
be inappropriate, and that the
sanctity of an approved and
Implemented resolution plan i
not to be disturbed on ¢ 5
that were not timeously agi-
tated,” said the bench compris-
ing officiating chairperson Jus-
tice Yogesh Khanna along with
Members Barun Mitra and Ajai
Tras Mehrotra. This was chal-
lenged by the DoT, an opera-
tional creditor, before the
appellate tribunal NCLAT,
claiming statutory dues of
F460.0% crore towards unpaid
licence fees linked to adjusted
gross revenue (AGH} dues for
FY2006 and FY2007, Depari-
ment of Telecommunications
had granted Rolta Internet Ser-

| vice Provider (I15P) license,
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G medallists receive
gran welcome in Delhi

,Donsnesmmnmsunmes.cmr.

NEW DELHI: The first batch of

Indian athletes, including ace
weightlifter Mirabai Chanu and
Lowvepreet Singh, returned home
toa heroes’ welcome after o suc-
cessful Commonwealth Games
campaign with hundreds of fans
lining up to receive them at the
Indira Gandhi International Air-
port here on Sunday,

Olympic medallist Mirabai
clinched her third successive
Commaonwealth Games gold
medal in the women's 49kg
event. “Coming from Manipur, I
Teed really proud that | have done
something good for my country,”
Mirabal told PT1 at the alrpor.

Lovepreet, who settled for sil-
ver in the men's +110kg category
after narrowly missing the sold
by just one kilogram, said his
next target is the Asian Games in
Japan. "1 would like to thank my
Indian Navy staff and captain
Vijay Kumar, and all who have
come,” said the 28-year-old from
Punjab, who lifted a total of
388kg, including a Common-
wealth Games record of 176kg in
the snatch.

“It happens (missing on gold),
but | did my hard work and |
have got the result for that and
when two plavers fight one has
to lose, Up next, [ will prepare
well for Asian Games,” Happy
with the warm welcome on their
return, Bindyarani Devi Soro-
khaibarn, whe claimed bromee in
the women's 5ikg category, said
she would work even harder
uhead of the upeeming competi-
tions, “Evervone has welcomed
us like this so it feels great,
thankyou all for making feel like
home,” she said. Tl train even
harder than | have so far for the
upcoming competitions.”

WY

Gold medallist Mirabai Chunu being weleomed on her arrivalat Indira Gandhi International Airport.

Rishikanta Singh. who won
silver in the men's 60k cate-
gory, said he would strive for
gold the next time. “Feeling good
that [ have gota medal for India,
T've already spoken about my
]Judﬂnuam'r.bul 1Ml come back
stronger and perform even bet-
ter,” Rishikanta said.

The Imphal-born Indian
Army weightlifter also appealed
for peace In s home state, say-
ing it would help produce more
sporting talent,

“Forme both Navy and Meitei
are equal. I would want to say

Rana, Juyal clinch
I-2 in para shot put

HT Cnmeq:nndent
spartsdeski@hindustantimes com

MUMBAL: There's been some-
thing about Tndian para athletes
and double podium finishes at
the Commonwealth Games.

Sharmila Dhankar and Shilpa
Shiyla began the trend by captur-
ing gold and bronze, respec-
tively, in the women's shot put
F57 category. Then, Dilip Gavit
and Mohammed Basil produced
@ memorable 1-2 finish in the
men’s 100m T47 evenl.

Soman Rana and Shubham
Juyal added to it on the final day
of para athletics on Saturday,
ng gold and silver in the
mien's shot put F57 category.

It capped off a fine campaign
in Glasgow for India’s para alh-

The triumph adds another
chapter to the remarkable jour-
ney of 43-vear-old Armyman
Rana. His father a farmer and
mether 8 ousewtle, Rana joined
the Gorkha Rifles as a sepoy in
001, and was part of his unit’s
hoxing team

Five years later, while serving
in the line of control in Jammu
and Kashmir, he was badly
injured in & mine blast. which
resulted in an amputation below
the knee. Transferred to the
Army’s Artificial Limb Centre in
Pune, Rana never gave up on his
sporting ambitions. He wok up
para athletics and joined the
Army Paralympic Node in 2017,

He won gold at the Indian
Open Para Athletics in 2023, and
silver at the Asian Para Games

letes, and the parac
n whale. It added seven mcdn!s
to the overall tally, the best ever
performance by an Indian para
comtingent at the CWG. Apart
from one bronze from para pow-
erlifring six of those came m1
athletics, including three gold.
Each of those had another
Indian on the podium,

On Friday evening, it was
Rana and Juyal with the double
act. In the 10-man shot put final
that had them head and shoul-
ders abowve the rest {after Rana's
PBof15.17m and Juyal's 14.86m,
the next best was Cameron's
Cedric Azamdzi with 12.70m),
the Indian duo living up to their
billing.

Rana took gold with an effort
of 1340m of his second attempt,
while Juyal was next best at
13.28m from his final attempt.
Azamdzi took bronze with
12.57m.

held in H: how. The Paralym-
pics have been more testing —
e came fourth in Tokyo in 2021
and 5th in Paris in 2024 — but
this CWG gold adds a missing
medal from his cabinet.

Juyal, the 30-vear-old from
Roorkee, too trains at Pune’s
Army Paralympic Node, His
father vetiring as a Naib Subedar,
the son oo cleared the written
exam for the Army Cadet College
entry scheme in 2022 A serious
motorcycle aocident while head-
ing for his SSB interview, how-
ever, lurned his life.

Going through rehabiin Pune,
Juval was given the option to
pursue either a vocational
diploma course or para sports.,
He picked the laner, and hasn't
Inoked back since. After winning
gold st the Indian Open Para
Athletics Grand Prix earlier this
year, this is his first major inter-
national medal.

Soman Rana (R) and Shubham Juyal finished 1-2in Glasgow. ey

this that we need peace in Mani-
pur so that Manipur could pro-
«duce more athletes even better
than me,” he said.

Indian weightlifters con-
cluded their campaign with
eight medals - one gokd, six sil-
ver and one bronze. Chief coach
Vijay Sharma said; “We fee] very
proud as we have received this
reception here, Evervbody is
very happy. | am really very
happy with the performance of
my players. There are some
areas where we fell short, and
we can wark on them to change

Decathlete Tejaswin Shankar (1.) won bronae while men Chithravel claimed silver,

the colour of our medal from sil-
ver to gold, But that happens in
sports. Overall, the results are
good. We are happy.”

He also Javished praise on
Mirabai for her thivd gold. “Mir-

m

upgrading the medal 1o gold at
the next edition of the Games in
Ahmedabad.

“My target Is to convert the sil-
ver medal into gold at the next
Commonwealth Games in

abal is an prional player,
With her discipline, she is able to
deliver these results. We are pre-
paring for the Asian Games, and
1 think wewill win thatmedal as
well,” Sharma sabd.

Silver medallist Harjinder
e, who finished second in the
women's 69kg category, said she
has already set her sights on

Ahmedabad."Raja Muthupandi,
who bagged a silver medal in the
men's 65 kg category, said the
podium finish was a reward for
years of perseverance after
enduring multple surgeries.

[ was the only one competing
in the 2018 Commonwealth
Games, but | could not win a
medal there.”

.

ANREUTERS

How Tejaswin fought
pain to rewrite history

Shantanu Srivastava

sportidesi @ hindustastimes.com

NEW DELHI: Four days after he
cut a sorry, sobbing figure on
being forced out of the high
jump final due to an injury
flare-up, Tejaswin Shankar wasa
picture of trivmph and vesilience
atGlasgow's Scotstoun Stadium,

The 27-year-old, the only
Indian to cross 8000 points in
decathlon, willed himself to a
firstever CWG medal for Indin in
the combined discipline with
bronze late on Friday night.

Tejaswin logged 7976 points
after two days of gruelling com-
petition to finish behind Gre-
nada’s Lindon Vietor (8096 and
Canada's Damian Warner
(8036). Victor, the 2024 Paris
Obympics bronze medallist, won
his third straight CWG gold
while Warner, the 2021 Tokyo
COlympics champion and mult-
ple Worlds medallist, took silver,

“I have been watching their
videos since the day | decided to
try decathlon. To share the
podium with them feels great,”
Tejaswin told reporters, "I hada
bronze in high jump in the previ-
ous edition and now one in
decathlon. 1 don’t know how
many people have been able 1o
da that.”

It was a remarkable turn-
around for Tejaswin who found
himself sucked into a negative
spivalafier his patellar endinop-
athy resurfaced. Emotional heip
came from long jumper Murali
Sreeshankar, who missed the

Paris Olymipics following a patel-
lar tendon rupture in his left
fenee, an injury that put him out
of action for over a year and very
nearly ended his career, I was
really down the day that injury
happened. But the next day, |
Tiad a chiat with Sree who is com-
ing off a similar injury. He told
me to assess it afler 100m,”
Tejaswin said.

The first of the 10 events,
10Hhm is followed by long jump,
shot put, high jump and 400m
on Day 1. Long jump and high
Jump put a significant load on
the take-off knee, which meant
pain tolerance and management
became critical. “I was told by
(team doctor) Dr. Dinshaw Par-
diwalla that there was no chance
that [would rupture my tendon,
Once [ knew that, it all came
down to my pain threshold, The
knee held up alter the 100, so |
ook it event by event, Twas fine
after long jump and high jump
which put the most stress on the
knee. Once | managed thal, |
knew U'll finish the event.”

Strength and conditioning
expert Wayne Lombard helped
aswell. "With these patellar ten-
donitis or acute flare-ups, you
needed quite a bt of time for it to
settle down, so the doctor put
him on ani-inflammatories.
Omee | had a quiet knee, then we
could see we are making
progress,” Lombard told HT
from Glasgow. "By a quiet knee |
mean we needed the pain and
the inflammation 1o settle.”
Besides  anti-inflammatory
drugs, Lombard outsourced a

hyperbaric chamber, red light
therapy, and Pulsed Electromag-
netic Field (PEMF) therapy to
expedite recovery,

Then came isometric muscle
actions that involved putting
gentle pressure on the knee, The
process continued on the second
day of injury —day before com-
petition — s Lombard got Tejas-
win into the actual jump posi-
tions, holding the contractions.
“That gave him confidence in the
take-off position, Once he knew
the knee will hold up and he's
not going o experivnce as much
discomfort, he was good 1o go."

Tejaswin ensured the hard
work didn't goin vain. A 7.82m
long jump and a 215m high

Jump were best in the field as he

ended Day | seoond with 4339
points. Day 2 began with him
doing 110m hurdles in 14.41secs
— second fastest overall — and
mintained a consistent tempo
to finish with a medal,

Silver for Praveen

In men's triple jump, India had
twe men on the podium for the
second edition in a row with
modest efforts. Praveen Chi-
thravel, fourth In 2022 with
16.88m and with a national
record of 17.37m, cleared 16.58m
for silver. T Selva Prabhu was
third with a best of 16.52m.
Jamaica's Jordan Scott won with
16.72m.

In women's 10,000m race
walk, Privanka Goswami came
fourth clocking 4553.93, Ravina
Gayakwad was disqualified after
three red cards for running’,

Tanvi Sharma clinches
maiden Super 300 title

LI A §eo'e TUNEA | d

Agencies
spartadesk@hindustantimes com
TAIPEI CITY: Teen Indian sensa-
tion Tanvi Sharma clinched her
maiden BWF World Tour title
after defeating Vietmam's sixth
seed Thuy Linh Nguyen in
straight games in the women's
singles final of the Taipei Open
Super 30 badminton tourna-
ment here on Sunday.

The 17-year-ald from Punjab,
who had finished runner-up at
Iast year's US Open Super 300,
needed Just 36 minuies o our-
class world No. 21 Nguyen 2116
211610 the summit clash,

“I'm really very happy to win
this title here.” said Tanvi, who
became the voungest champion
in Taipel Open history at just17
vears and 222 days old, surpas-
sing the legendary Tai Tzu Ying.

“I didn't expect to win a title,
but yeah, I just thought I'll give
my best over here. So Twas going
step by step, match by match. So
yeah, every match I played really
well here"Coached by PV
Sindhu's former mentor Park
Tae-sang, Tanvi also became the
first Indian to win the women's
singies title at the Taipel Open
since Saina Nebwal, who had
lifved the trophy in 2008,

“1was quite nervous, but | just
thought [ will play my 100 per-
cent. what I have in my game, 1
will play that,” said Tanvi, who
dropped only one game all
week. It was pretty hard for me
s well, plaving five matches, But
venh, 1just needed to be consist-
ent, 1 have to work harder for
playing Super 500 and 750s. So
I'll be keep working hard." Tanvi
had defeated Nguyen en route to
the final at US Open. The Indian
made a flying start, repeatediy
catching Nguven at the front
court with deft drops played
with the same action as a smash
to open up a 41 lead The Vier-
nanmese struggled to read the
Indian’s deception and also
found it difficult to judge the
drift. going wide twice as Tanvi

GULVEER WINS
5,000M BRONZE
AFTER CLAIMING
10,000M SILVER

Shantanu Srivastava
spartsdesk@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Gulveer Singh fol-
lorwed upon his 10000m silver
with @ clinical bromze in the
5000m to cap a memorable Com-
monwealth Games in Glisgow on
Saturday. The 28-vear-old Army-
man clocked 13 minutes, 24.55
socnnels to become the first [ndian
o win twa athletics medals in a
single edition of CWG, The medal
also made him only the seeond
Indian to win the 5000m race in
CWG. after Hari Chand's bronze
in Edmonton 1578,

Runming a supremely tactical
race, Gulveer kept himself in the
Ieading group for much of the race
and poshed himsell into the
medal bracket with a perfectly-
tmed finishing kick in the final
200m. He was boxed in by the
Kenyan duo of Mathew Kip-
chumba Kipsang and Cornelius
Kemboi in the last lap, but broke
freein the final straizhr,

He Inoked headed for a silver
but Australian Ky Robinson
(13:24.700, the ID000mM winner,
surged from fourth to second with
a superb acceleration in the last
100m. Kipsang completed a wire-
to-wire win in 132361 minutes.
Gulveer though pipped Comelius
Kemboi o the line.

Eighth at theend of the opening
Iap, Gulveer began his accelera-
tion in the second to jump to the
second spot behind Kipsang, He
held fTrm il the end of the first
1000m. He dropped w fifth after
the next 2000m and remained
steady for the next kilometre,

Gulbveer began to come up the
final 1,000m, going past Tiobmsnn
o ke the third spot. L

India’s Tanvi Sharma after winning the title.

mixed steep cross-court smashes
with her trademark touch o
surge to 8 10-2 advantage.

The Indian, however, sud-
denly slipped into a string of
errors, struggling to keep the
shurtle inside the lines. She even-
tually produced a timely smash
to carry a three-point lead into
the mid-game interval. with
coach Park Tae-sang urging her
torelax.

Tanvi found her rhythm after
the break, producing powerful
smashes from both flanks to
move 15-8 ahead. Though she
gifted away a few points with
errors at the net and from the
back court, she regained control,
earning five game points before
sealing the opening game with a
cross-court stash,

After the change of ends,
Nguyen opened a 3-0 Jead by
making Tanvi cover the eourt

BADMINTONPHOTO

with sharp angies. Bu the Indian
slowly began dictating the ral-
lies, drawing bevel at 33 with a
fine net shot before once again
pushing her opponent deep and
catching her at the netwith deft
touches.

Nauyen's inconsistency also
helped Tanvi buoild an 54 lead
before gnother patch of errors
allowed the Vietnamese to close
the gap to 7-8, prompting Park to
tap his head in frustration. Two
exquisite deceplive winners
helped Tanvi take an 118 lead at
the interval,

The Indian gradually
stretched the advantage o 15-10
and then 18-12, her deception
once again fetching crucial
poines. At 19-12, Tanvi unsuccess-
fully challenged a line call after
being ruled late, but soon earned
seven match points with a
smash.

Proud BFI hopeful
of similar show at
the Asian Games

Agencies
sportsidesk@hind ustantimes.com

NEW DELHI; Boxing Federation
of India president Ajay Singh on
Sunday lauded the Indian pugi-
lists for their remarkable
10-medal show at the Commen-
wicalth Games and urged them
to work even harder to repeat
the exceptional performance at
the Asian Games in Japan next
month,

Indian boxers returned with
a record haul of 10 medals from
the CWG, including seven gold
and three silver, 4 first in the
history of the Games for the
country.

“We had an ¢xceptional and
historie last two days, Winning
seven gold and three silver in
boxing is the biggest perform-
ance in the last 100 years history
of Commonwealth Games.”
Singh said during an onling
interaction from Glasgow.

“This isalse a preparation for
future events, the Asian Games
and 2028 Olympics. We can rep-
licate such a performance in
Aslan Games, we are top 3 in
Asia in boxing but for that we
need to prepare hard from now
and be focussed to produce &
strong performance.”

The BF ehief said those box-
ers who have won medals atthe
CWG have automatically
booked their Asian Games
berths.

“We had already announced
that boxers who are going for
CWG and enter medal rounds

will automatlcally be selected
for Asian Games,” Singh said.

“We are very hungry for a his-
toric performance in Asian
‘Games. But we need to become
stronger, better in many weight
categories. A lot of work has (o
b done, this was just a stepping
stone.

“We are an athlete-centric
federation and our programme
is ready till 2028, We want to
restart league format or profes-
sional format domestically this
year Lo give more exposure (o
boxers.

“We keep facing political
headwinds once in a while but
whatever happens politically, as
@ federation we ensure boxers
remain insulwted and focussed
o their performances.”

Tokyo Olympics bronze med-
allist Loviina Borgohain, who
won a silver medal in the mid-
dleweight category, dedicated
her achievement to the devas-
wating flood victims of her native
state, Assam, “The people of
Assam are going through a very
bad phase and it happens ever
vear, Hdedicate my medal to the
food victims of my state,” she
saitl, She has set her sights on
winming the yellow metal in the
upcoming Asian Games.

“Asian Games is very impor-
tant. [ am happy with the silver
here but would have been more
happy with a gold, The Indian
team has done very well, so
pretty happy. But [want to bet-
ter my performance and win a
gold in Asian Games.”

by the mounting pressure, Gul-
veer kept his position and wasin
with a chance to claim silver
before Robinson came up in the
final 100m. “Every race is different,
s don't want to think too much
about what has already happened.
Winning 10,000m sflver fs satisfy-
ing and grves me confiderce, but
onee 1 step onto the track for the
5000m, it's a completely new
race. Il recover well, prepare with
iy eoach, and focus on execating
the race the best | can,” he had
said before the race,

Ronaldo 20th in time trial
Ronaldo Singh Laitonjam fin-
ished 20th in the men’s 1000m
time trial while Harshveer Singh
Selhon and Dinesh Kumar were
eliminated from the men's 40km
points race in Heats in India's
cycling campaign,

From left, Indian women gold medallist boxers Sakshi
Chandhary (51kg), Jaismine Lamboria (57kg), Arundhati
Choudhary :ﬂ)lcg}. Ifreeuhwarl:ntkg} and Priya l:.rnnghas

th

e 3rd o

(G0kg) after the b
in Glasgow, Scotland.
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