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Floodwaters inundate an area following heavy rainfall in Patna, Keonjhar district. on Tuesday; Rescue teams navigate floodwaters to evacuate people and livestork | express

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

[l Bhubansswar

OVER one lakh people in four
districts of Jajpur, Bhadrak,
Balasore and Mayurbhanj have
been affected by floods in Baita-
rani, Brahmani and Jalaka riv-
ers following heavy rainfall in
upper catchment areas induced
by the deep depression over
north interior Odisha and ad-
joining Gangetic West Bengal.
(Official sources said over
23,600 people in the four dis-
tricts have been evacuated from
low-lying areas to safer places.
Around 500 villages have been
affected in the flood and several
houses have also been damaged.

Revenue and Disaster Manage-
ment minister Suresh Pujari
reviewed the situation at a high-
leve]l meeting at Lok Seva Bha-
wan here on the day

He said Brahmani, Baitarani
and Jalaka rivers were rising at
Anandpur, Akhuapada and
Mathani. Around 12 ODRAF
and five NDRF teams have been
deploved in Balasore, Bhadrak,
Jajpur, Mayurbhanj and Sam-
balpur districts for relief and
rescue measures, Collectors and
BDOs of all these districts have
been asked to remain on high
alert. Balasore district which
received the highest average
rainfall of 144.3 mm during the
last 24 hours has been the worst
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KPSC scraps Non-State
Civil Service exam notice

Bengaluru: The Karnataka Public Service
Commission (KPSC) has cancelled the
netification issued for the recruitment of
officers from the Non-State Civil Service
to the |AS, following orders of the
supreme Court and the High Court, KPSC
said that it had originally issued the
neftification on September 7, 2022, inviting
applications from eligible candidates. The
examination was conducted on January
28, 2024, The commission saidamination
was conducted on January 28, 2024, The
commission saidamination was
conducted on January 28, 2024, The
tommission saidamination was
conducted on lanuary 28, Z024, The
tomimission said the decision to cancel
the recruitment notifica-tion was taken
in accordance with a government order
dated May 27, and a resolution passed at
the KPSC meeting held on June 19. The
September 7, 2022, notification was
formally withdrawn through a fresh
notification issued on July 20. ENS

Pharma forum urges
FDA to curb false ads

BENGALURU: The Karnataka Pharma
Retailers and Distributors Organisation
(KPRDO) has urged the Karnataka Food
and Drugs Administration (FDA) to take
immediate steps to curb misleading
advertisements, aggressive marketing
campaigns and abnormal deep discount
promations on life-saving and scheduled
medicines, stating that such practises
pose a threat to public health and the
survival of licensed brick-and-martar
pharmacies. In a representation subm-
itted to FOA Commissioner K Srinivas,
KPRDO sought action against misleading
advertisements, promotional offers on
medicines and mass publicity through
social media, print and electronic media.
The organisation also requested the
department to regulate advertisements
encouraging the use of alternative
medicines. The organisation reguested
Karnataka to impose svitable conditions
while granting new pharmacy licences to
prevent misleading advertisements. ENS

affected. While 30 roads have
been damaged in the district,
300 houses were also broken in
Oupada block of the district.
Similarly, in Jajpur, 35 shel-
ters have been opened for af-
fected people and 12,191 people
evacuated to safer places. Train
communication was affected in
Keonjhar district where rain-
water submerged railway
tracks. The state government
has deputed three senior IAS
officers for flood management
in three districts of Balasore,
Bhadrak and Jajpur, which
have been the worst hit. While
sudarshan Chakraborty has
been given charge of Balasore,
Sudhansu Samal will look after

OVERILHITBY FLOODS INODISHA, 23K SHIFTED

Bhadrak and P Anwesha Reddy
will monitor the situation in
Jajpur district.

schools and anganwadi cen-
tres in Mayurbhanj, Bhadrak,
Balasore, Bhadrak, Jajpur, Ke-
onjhar, Sambalpur and Sundar-
garh have been closed on
Wednesday in view of the heavy
rainfall and submergence of
low-lving areas. Stating that
evacuation of people living in
low-lying areas has already
started, Pujari said, officials
have been asked shift more peo-
ple to safer places if required.
Instructions have also been giv-
en to open flood shelters and
community kitchens at more
places as required.

K’taka gets largest W Ghats
ESZ share with 20k sqkm

PROPOSED AREAS FOR ECO-SENSITIVE ZONE

JITENDRA CHOUBEY @Bengalury

KARNATAKA could soon have
the largest share of the pro-
posed Western Ghats Eco-Sen-
sitive Zone (ESZ), with 20,668
5. km identified for protection
— the highest among the six
states covered under the propos-
al. The move is part of the Cen-
tral government's seventh draft
notification to finalise 56,6825.7
sq. km of the Western Ghats as
an Eco-Sensitive Zone, covering
one of the world's most 1impor-
tant biodiversity hotspots. It is
anather attempt to reach a con-
sensus with six states—Gujarat,
Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka,
Tamil Nadu, and Kerala
where ESZ is spread.

The notification invites sug-
gestions from all stakeholders
within two months. The previ-
ous notification was issued two
vears ago. Within the ESZ,
projects related to mining, ther-
mal power plants, industries
classified as red category, as
well as building, construction,
township, and area develop-
ment projects are strictly pro-
hibited. Meanwhile, projects
related to hydropower, indus-
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tries categorised as orange and
white, and the diversion of for-
est land for non-forest purposes
will be regulated. To oversee
compliance, the government
will establish a robust monitor-
ing mechanism.

The initial draft notification
for the demarcation of the West-
ern Ghats ESZ was issued on
March 10, 2014. Since then, re-
notifications have been periodi-
cally issued in 2015, 2017, 2018,
2022, and the sixth draft notifi-
cation was released on July 31,
2024. Experts attribute the re-
peated extensions of the draft
notification to the lack of con-
sensus between the ceniral and
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state governments.

The prolonged delay in de-
marcating the boundaries of
the ESZ stems from disagree-
ments among the states regard-
ing the activities restricted by
the central government. States
are reluctant to compromise
their developmental priorities,
as the ESZ regulations would
limit their autonomy in the re-
gion. The Western Ghats Ecol-
ogy Expert Panel, chaired by
the renowned ecologist late
Madhav Gadgil, submitted a re-
port in 2011 that recommended
the entire Western Ghats be
designated as ESZ to ensure its
conservation.

Coach credits Shilpa’s grit behind Commonwealth feat

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Mysuru

DEFYING physical challeng-
es and rising through sheer
determination, Mysuru's pa-
ra-athlete Shilpa K Shyla
has etched her name in Kar-
nataka's sporting history by
winning a bronze medal in
the women’'s F57 shot put
event at the 23rd Common-
wealth Games 2026 being held
in Glasgow, Scotland.

Hailing from Kanchuger Ko-
ppalu village in KR Nagar ta-
luk of Mysuru district, Shilpa
is the daughter of farmers
Shaila and Shanta. She lost a
leg in an accident at the age of
four. After completing her edu-
cation, she worked as a teacher
in Mysuru before deciding to
pursue sports professionally

For coach Raghavendra,
shilpa’s medal in the women's
F57 shot put event is the re-
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ward for a journey that began
in 2019 when the Myvsuru na-
tive first entered para sports
through sitting volleyball.
Speaking to TNIE, Raghaven-
dra recalled that Shilpa joined
him in February 2019 as a sit-
ting vollevball plaver in Man-
dva and trained under his
guidance for nearly four vears.
“She was extremely dedicated
from the beginning. She never
complained about the chal-
lenges and was always willing
to learn. She continued with
sitting volleyball till 2023, but 1

felt her physical abilities were
better suited for athletics, es-
pecially shot put,” he said.

“1 told her that if she wanted
to achieve something big at the
international level, she had to
commit herself fullv to the
sport, It was not an easy choice
because she had a stable career.
But she trusted the process,
moved to Bengaluru to pursue
athletics full-time,"” he said.

According to Raghavendra,
her willingness to start afresh
in a new discipline and dedi-
cate herself completely to
training plaved a crucial role
in her rapid rise. The bronze
medal came despite Shilpa tak-
ing up shot put only about a
vear ago. Competing against
some of the world’s best para-
athletes at the 2026 Common-
wealth Games in Glasgow, she
produced a throw of 7.26 me-
tres to finish on the podium.

She balanced teaching
with training sessions

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BEFORE making the switch, Shilpa balanced teaching with morning
and evening training sessions, a routine she described as physically
and mentally demanding. Training under coach SD Chand at
Bengaluru's Kanteerava Stadivm, Shilpa said financial constraints
have been her biggest hurdle. She spends around Rs 30,000-40,000
every month on training and nutrition, largely from her own
resources. She sald the only financial assistance she has received so
far was Rs 50,000 from a private sponsor in Srirangapatna when
she first competed in 2023. Shilpa sald competing In running and
jumping events would require a specialised sports prosthetic leg
costing over Rs 7-8 lakh, which she could not afford. Despite
competing against athletes with 15-20 years of experience, Shilpa
said she was confident of fighting for a medal, though she had been
training for only about one-and-a-half years. She appealed to the
government to provide greater financial aid and sponsorship for
para athletes so they can focus on training. ENS
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