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Orissa High Court initiated a suo motu PIL to 
monitor implementation of Supreme Court’s 
directions on stray dog issue, and will also include 
stray cattle roaming on roads across the state
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Cops took victim to hosp before calling us, says family

‘Let law take course in med negligence cases’

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

WHILE police sources claimed 
that Arunachalam fainted in the 
lock-up and was enlarged on sta-
tion bail and his family members 
later admitted him to the TMCH 
on July 17, the victim’s kin said 
that police themselves admitted 
him to the hospital and later 
shared that information with his 
mother. Arunachalam’s mother, 
Parameswari, alleged that her son 
had a severe head injury and was 
bleeding from the ears due to the 
police attack. “Police personnel at-
tacked him in custody and later 
admitted him to the hospital,” she 
said.

In a purported video shot by his 
family members at the hospital a 
day before his death, Arunacha-
lam said that he was attacked by 
three police personnel. After his 
death, Arunachalam’s kin protest-
ed on the hospital premises and 

refused to accept the body till the 
policemen were arrested. After 
the magisterial inquiry, the family 
agreed to the postmortem and vid-
eo recording of  the entire proce-
dure. Police, however, denied any 
wrongdoing during custody. In-

spector General of  Police (South 
Zone) Vijayendra S Bidari told 
TNIE that all legal procedures 
were duly followed during the ar-
rest. He was taken to TMCH 
around 5.50pm on July 17 for a de-
tailed medical exami-
nation after his arrest 
and brought back to the 
police station to com-
plete further legal for-
malities. “After being 
released on station bail, 
he collapsed again near 
the hospital and was 
admitted by his rela-
tives,” he claimed.

Arunachalam’s kin, 
however, disputed the IG’s version 
of  events. 

Joint Action Against Custodial 
Torture (JAACT) coordinator 
Henri Tiphagne raised questions 
about the suspect being released 
on station bail hurriedly after col-
lapsing inside the cell. “After the 

postmortem report is available, 
we can further comment on that,” 
he said.

DMK north district secretary 
Geetha Jeevan and AIADMK dis-
trict secretary SP Shanmuganath-

an visited the bereaved 
family and consoled 
them. Demanding justice, 
Geetha Jeevan said that 
the case should be inves-
tigated properly. On the 
video clip showing Aru-
nachalam collapsing in-
side the lock-up, she said 
that it cannot be accept-
ed, as the clip is only eight 
seconds long and any-

thing could have happened before 
that, she said.

Thoothukudi MP Kanimozhi 
Karunanidhi, in a post on ‘X’, said, 
“As the CM, who holds the police 
portfolio, and other ministers had 
gone to watch a movie, is there a 
government today?” she asked.

S I N D U J A  J A N E  @ Chennai

THE Indian Medical Association’s 
(IMA) Tamil Nadu branch has 
urged the state to let the alleged 
medical negligence case of  a 
10-year-old boy in Karaikudi run its 
legal course, rather than allow it to 
be settled through extrajudicial 
means using political pres-
sure, after doctors told 
TNIE that a senior ruling 
party leader had brokered 
a `50 lakh compensation 
deal between the boy’s fam-
ily and the doctors involved.

In a statement released on 
Thursday, the state IMA said it had 
received information that an influ-
ential ruling party functionary 
from Karaikudi convened a meet-
ing between the two parties, follow-
ing which the doctors were asked to 
pay a specified amount to the af-
fected family. Though the doctors 
sought reasonable time to arrange 
the payment, the IMA said, they 
were reportedly directed to pay im-
mediately, leaving them with no 
choice and the amount was paid ac-
cordingly. If  these reports are accu-
rate, the IMA said, it raises serious 

SIT arrests ex-prez of TDB 
in Sabarimala gold theft
Hours before arrest, Prasanth alleges political conspiracy in online post

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @T’Puram

FORMER Travancore Devas-
wom Board (TDB) president P 
S Prasanth and board member 
A Ajikumar were on Thursday 
arrested by the High Court-ap-
pointed Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) probing the Sabar-
imala gold theft case, giving a 
new impetus to the in-
vestigation that had 
apparently lost verve 
after a wave of  ar-
rests in the initial 
stage.

Prasanth was taken 
into custody from his 
residence in Thiru-
vananthapuram in 
the morning and tak-
en to the Kollam Po-
lice Club, where his arrest was 
recorded after interrogation by 
the SIT led by S Sasidharan. 
Ajikumar had turned up before 
police officers after being sum-
moned, and he too was arrested 
following a few hours of  ques-
tioning. The duo were remand-
ed to judicial custody for 14 

days by the Kollam Vigilance 
Court.

Prasanth and Ajikumar were 
arrested after being arraigned 
as accused in the case related to 
the missing of  gold from the 
dwarapalaka idols in 2019. The 
SIT had informed the High 
Court that Board president 
Prasanth and other members 

had given the nod to 
move the gold-plated 
covering of  dwara-
palaka idols to Chen-
nai for electroplating 
in 2025 without prior 
approval from the 
court and informing 
t h e  s p e c i a l 
commissioner.

The SIT had told 
the court that re-elec-

troplating was done with the 
intention to cover up the gold 
theft that occurred in 2019. The 
plan was executed to destroy 
evidence in the past gold theft, 
the probe team had alleged. 
The SIT claimed to have stum-
bled upon incriminating evi-
dence against Prasanth during 

its investigation into cases per-
taining to the disappearance of  
gold from the dwarapalaka 
idols and the door frames.

Prasanth rejected the charg-
es levelled by the SIT and said 
he had met Unnikrishnan Pot-
ti, the main accused, only once 
and never met Govardhan or 
Pankaj Bhandari, the other ac-
cused in the case. In a social 
media post hours before his de-
tention on Thursday, Prasanth 
reiterated his innocence and al-
leged that the move to impli-
cate him and the 2025 board 
was a political conspiracy. He 
wrote that the temple did not 
incur a loss of  even one rupee 
owing to the shifting of  the 
dwarapalaka idols for re-plat-
ing to Chennai in 2025.

Prasanth had unsuccessfully 
contested the 2021 assembly 
elections as a Congress candi-
date before switching over to 
the CPM. He was appointed the 
TDB president in 2023. The SIT 
had earlier arrested former 
TDB chiefs N Vasu and A Pad-
makumar in the case.

CWRC to fix TN’s water share on July 28
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chennai

THE government on Wednesday 
urged the Cauvery Water Man-
agement Authority (CWMA) to 
direct Karnataka to release Cau-
very water in accordance with 
the Supreme Court’s 2018 
judgment.

At the 53rd CWMA meeting in 
New Delhi on Wednesday, Water 
Resources Department Princi-
pal Secretary Satyabrata Sahoo 
said Tamil Nadu had received 
only 3.442 tmcft at Biligundlu 
between June 1 and July 19 
against the mandated 28.337 tm-
cft, leaving a deficit of  24.896 tm-
cft. Karnataka cited poor rain-
fall and drinking water needs, 

particularly for Bengaluru. The 
CWMA decided that the Cau-
very Water Regulation Commit-
tee (CWRC) would determine 
the pro-rata water share at its 
July 28 meeting.

Meanwhile, DMK pres-
ident M K Stalin on 
Thursday asked six 
questions to CM C 
Joseph Vijay over the 
government’s handling 
of  the Cauvery water 
sharing dispute. In a state-
ment on X, Stalin questioned 
why the CM had not taken up 
the state’s demand with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi de-
spite the CWMA repeatedly re-
jecting the state’s requests for 
water release. He also asked 

what the state’s water resources 
minister had done to secure 
Tamil Nadu’s share of  Cauvery 
water and why the government 
has not openly confronted the 

Karnataka government over 
its refusal to release 

water.
Stalin further asked 

why an all-party meet-
ing had not been con-
vened to discuss the is-

sue and asked when the 
leaders of  all political par-

ties would jointly meet the PM 
to submit the Tamil Nadu As-
sembly’s resolution against the 
proposed Mekedatu dam. Stalin 
also sought to know when the 
government would announce a 
relief  package for distressed 

farmers in the Cauvery Delta.
Meanwhile, PMK president 

Dr Anbumani Ramadoss, in a 
statement on Thursday, criti-
cised the CWMA for refusing 
Tamil Nadu’s request to direct 
Karnataka to release water to 
save the kuruvai crop in the 
Cauvery delta districts. He 
urged the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment to press the centre to set 
up a strong Cauvery Manage-
ment Board with powers to con-
trol reservoir operations, as rec-
ommended by the Cauvery 
Tribunal. He called Karnataka’s 
claim on drinking water needs 
“incorrect”, saying that four 
major Cauvery reservoirs in 
Karnataka together has over 60 
tmcft of  water.

P S Prasanth

DMK north district secretary Geetha Jeevan 
consoling family of alleged custodial 
torture victim N Arunachalam | EXPRESS

N Arunachalam

concerns about due process, fair-
ness and the rule of  law, with the 
potential to set a dangerous 
precedent.

State IMA president Dr B 
Sridhar said the individual 

involved may have acted 
with the intention of  help-
ing the family, but called it 
an extrajudicial practice 
that, if  normalised, would 

leave doctors unable to prac-
tise peacefully. “Instant justice 

outside of  law will be delivered by 
every MLA and councillor who 
think they are helping the poor,” he 

said, urging the state to issue clear 
directions to its legislators and 
ministers that complaints must be 
routed through administrative and 
judicial channels alone.

In a video appeal that the boy’s 
mother, Dhanalakshmi, made to 
CM C Joseph Vijay on July 14, she 
said her son had complained of  
itching in his private parts, and 
that a private hospital in Karaikudi 
had recommended a safe procedure 
to remove the penile foreskin and 
to which the family consented to. 
“But we don’t know what hap-
pened, or if  it was something wrong 

that they did, he lost his penis. We 
protested, they only arrested us, 
but let the people who committed 
the mistake get away,” she said. 
Based on the family’s complaint, 
the Karaikudi North Police has 
booked two doctors and the health 
department has opened a separate 
inquiry. On Wednesday, Dhanalak-
shmi and her husband Meenakshi 
Sundaram released a follow-up vid-
eo thanking the CM and Minister 
TK Prabhu. Attempts to reach the 
senior leader in question and 
Health Minister KG Arunraj were 
unsuccessful.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

KTR’s benami owns Globarena, probe on: T’gana CM
Hyderabad: Alleging that Globarena Company belongs to a benami of 
KT Rama Rao, Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy on Thursday said a 
vigilance enquiry is underway into the firm’s alleged role in the 2019 
Intermediate examination irregularities. During an interaction with 
reporters on Thursday, CM Reddy demanded that the BRS leader 
apologise to the people. “Many irregularities happened in the 2019 
Intermediate exam paper evaluation,” he said. “But the previous 
government did not book cases against the company. Later, the same 
company changed its name and got involved in the CBSE exams also.” 
He challenged Rama Rao to file a complaint with the CCS against the 
company, adding that the government was prepared to probe.  ENS

Migration rises as drought grips undivided Ballari 
Ballari: Severe drought conditions have forced over 5,000 residents 
from tandas across the undivided Ballari region to migrate to 
neighbouring districts and other states in search of employment, 
raising concerns over the safety and welfare of migrant families. 
Ballari and Vijayanagara districts, which together have one of the 
largest concentrations of tandas in Karnataka, witness seasonal 
migration every year as members of the Banjara community travel for 
work in agriculture, construction and other unorganised sectors. 
However, community leaders say the number of migrants has 
increased sharply this year due to the prolonged dry spell, crop failure 
and the absence of sufficient local employment opportunities.  ENS

TAMIL NADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD
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Tender Notice for Inviting Tender
 ROC.NO.925/2026/E1 (Z-4),  DT. 14.07.2026

(Single and Double Cover System) 
1. Tenders are invited from the eligible bidders for below works :

A. General/Water Fund Works 2026-27

1
���������� ���������� ���� �������� ��� ���� �������� ������� ������� ��� ������������ ������ ��� ����
Melacheri Headworks Pumping Station—serving Zone 4 & 5 of the Tambaram Corporation—
and the replacement of motor pumps, power cables, and valves.

1. Value of the work is Rs. 150.00 lakhs.
2. The details  of the  tender shall  be downloaded  from 27.07.2026  from the portal   

https://tntenders.gov.in
3. The last date for downloading the tender document and the last date for uploading/ submission 

�����������������������������������������������������������
4. ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

�����
5. The value of work, the details of earnest money deposit, and eligibility of bidders are given in 

the tender document.

TAMBARAM  CITY MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

Commissioner,
Tambaram City Municipal Corporation.�����������������������

STATE INDUSTRIES PROMOTION CORPORATION OF TAMIL NADU LIMITED
19-A, RUKMANI LAKSHMIPATHY ROAD, EGMORE, CHENNAI-600 008. 

CIN : U74999TN1971SGC005967

(Online Only)
Tender Notice NIT.No.08/CD/T.No.08/2026-27 Dated: 23.07.2026
 For and on behalf of State Industries Promotion Corporation of Tamil Nadu Limited, tenders are invited 
under “Single Cover System” through online only for the following work from Class – IV and above 
Civil Contractors registered in PWD / Highways / Any Department of Government of Tamil Nadu, Central 
Government Department, Tamil Nadu State Government Undertaking having experience in similar nature 
of works. Tenders will be received upto 15.30 Hrs (as per server system clock) on 17.08.2026 and the 
same will be opened at 15.30 Hrs (as per server system clock) on 18.08.2026.

Name of Work Approx. Value of work EMD

����������������������������������������������������������������
of SIPCOT Industrial Park, Tindivanam.

Rs.191.20  Lakhs 
�������������������� Rs.1,10,000/-* 

*EMD should be paid through online in the portal (https://tntenders.gov.in) or through eBG [as per the list of banks attached in (Annexure –II)]

The tender schedule can be downloaded at free of cost from the website https://tntenders.gov.in

DIPR / 2366���������������� Superintending  Engineer


