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Bhatti rubbishes Kishan’s claim on Tadicherla
Clarifies Tadicherla-2 coal block had been allotted to SCCL in 2013 & Union ministry recently approved mining lease

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad 

DEPUTY Chief  Minister Mallu 
Bhatti Vikramarka on Wednes-
day rubbished Union Coal Min-
ister G Kishan Reddy’s claim 
that the Tadicherla-2 coal block 
was allotted to the Singareni 
Collieries Company Limited 
(SCCL) by bypassing the auc-
tion process.

Speaking to reporters at Pra-
ja Bhavan, Vikramarka clari-
fied that the Tadicherla-2  
coal block had been allotted to 
SCCL in 2013 by the UPA gov-
ernment and that the Union 
coal ministry had only recently 
granted prior approval for the 
mining lease. 

He asserted that it was not a 
fresh allocation and alleged 
that the BJP-led NDA govern-
ment had delayed granting the 
lease despite repeated requests 
from Telangana.

Vikramarka said the delay 
had prevented SCCL from com-
mencing mining operations in 
the block, causing significant 
losses to the company. However, 
he welcomed the Centre’s deci-
sion to finally grant the mining 
lease approval.

“Since the Congress govern-
ment came to power in the 
State, we have consistently pur-
sued the matter with the Cen-
tre. It is only because of  our ef-
forts that the mining lease 
approval was finally granted,” 

he said, while demanding that 
all coal blocks located in Telan-
gana be allotted to SCCL.

Vikramarka said the then 
Union coal ministry had allot-
ted the Tadicherla-2 coal block 

to SCCL on September 16, 2013, 
following requests made by the 
company between 2010 and 
2012. 

He said the allocation letter 
had specified that, as the block 
included tribal land, mining 
could be undertaken only by a 
public sector undertaking. The 
Centre had also directed SCCL 
to expedite exploration and de-
velopment activities and com-
mence coal production at the 
earliest.

He said that after the Con-
gress assumed office in Telan-
gana, he had personally met 
the Prime Minister and the Un-
ion coal minister several times 
seeking prior approval for the 
mining lease. 

He said he had submitted 
representations to Union Coal 
Minister Kishan Reddy on 
March 7, 2024, and again on 
May 20, 2026. 

Referring to coal-bearing ar-
eas in Manuguru and Yellandu 
in Bhadradri Kothagudem dis-
trict, he said they fall under the 
provisions of the 1/70 Tribal 
Land Regulation, under which 
tribal communities enjoy land 
rights while mining can be un-
dertaken only by public sector 
entities. 

He maintained that all coal 
blocks located in SCCL opera-
tional areas governed by the 
Tribal Land Regulation should 
be allotted exclusively to 
SCCL.

Deputy CM Bhatti  Vikramarka Mallu 
addressing the media on Singareni in 
Hyderabad on Wednesday |  VINAY MADAPU

Showcause notices served  
on 35 Booth Level Officers
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru

THE office of  the Chief  Elec-
toral Officer (CEO), Karnataka, 
has issued show-cause notices 
to 35 Booth Level Officers 
(BLOs) for mass/group distri-
bution of  enumeration forms 
under the house-to-house Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR) 
exercise.

CEO, Karnataka, V Anbuk-
kumar, said notices were is-
sued, seeking information 
based on the complaints re-
ceived that BLOs were not visit-
ing the houses of  electors as 
per the directions of  the Elec-
tion Commission of  India. Af-
ter July 1, no complaints per-
taining to this have been 
received, he said, adding that 

detailed interactions with po-
litical parties have been held, 
explaining the exercise and the 
details. He said respective Dis-
trict Election Officers, and dis-
trict administrators have been 
directed to look into them. 

As per data from the CEO’s 
office, nine days since the exer-
cise commenced, 48,16,723 enu-
meration forms have been dis-
tributed (80.85%) and 52,53,332 
forms have been digitised 
(9.45%).

NAGARAJA GADEKAL

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chennai

IN a big reprieve for former 
minister and DMK leader V 
Senthil Balaji, the Madras High 
Court on Wednesday granted 
anticipatory bail to him and his 
brother, RV Ashok Kumar, in 
the case relating to the alleged 
bid to poach TVK’s Uthangarai 
MLA Dr N Ilaiyaraja.

Justice GK Ilanthiraiyan 
granted the relief  on the pre-

arrest bail petitions filed by 
Senthil Balaji, a sitting MLA, 
and Ashok Kumar. The 
judge, however, im-
posed conditions in-
cluding that the broth-
ers appear before the 
investigating officer 
twice daily and sign the 
papers. 

The FIR was regis-
tered by the Triplicane 
police on a complaint lodged by 
the TVK MLA, alleging that he 

was offered ̀ 35 crore by certain 
persons, including Tiruna-

vukkarasu of  IDPS, for 
voting against the As-
sembly Speaker when a 
motion against him 
would be moved in the 
House. The State also 
told the Madras HC on 
Wednesday that the ac-
cused had planned to 
influence 10 MLAs by 

offering them `35 crore each 
and `5 crore as brokerage. A 

hawala trail in Bengaluru 
linked to the case has also been 
unearthed by investigators, the 
prosecution said. 

The police have arrested nine 
people so far. Although sum-
monses were served to Senthil 
Balaji and his brother to ap-
pear before the police, they 
chose not to. Senior counsel NR 
Elango, appearing for Senthil 
Balaji, submitted that all the al-
legations against his client are 
based on “presumption”.

HC grants anticipatory bail to Senthil, brother

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Cop shoots self  
in Kalaburagi
Kalaburagi: A police 
constable, attached to the 
City Armed Reserve Police, 
died by suicide wound after
he shot himself with his .303 
service rifle inside a police 
vehicle stationed at Jagat 
Circle, on Tuesday evening. 
The deceased, Shivakumar 
(32) from Naribol village, 
was serving as a police 
constable since 2016 

2 held for supplying 
mule accounts 
Hyderabad: The Telangana 
Cyber Security Bureau 
(TGCSB) has arrested two 
persons from Khammam 
district for allegedly 
supplying mule bank 
accounts to cyber fraudsters 
in a `4.7 crore CEO 
impersonation fraud. The 
accused, D Krishna Sai and 
Mandavally Shiva Nagaraju, 
both natives of Sathupally

Class 6 boy’s 
death sparks 
violence at 
B’luru school
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Bengaluru

TENSION prevailed at a 
residential school in 
Bagaluru on Wednesday 
morning after hundreds of  
relatives of  a 12-year-old 
student, who died under 
suspicious circumstances, 
stormed the campus and 
allegedly vandalised school 
property, assaulted the 
physical education (PE) 
teacher, and threatened to 
set him on fire. The rela-
tives alleged that the stu-
dent died after being as-
saulted by the teacher.

T he  deceased,  Gu-
rukiran, was a Class 6 stu-
dent of  Sterling English 
Residential School in Ka-
dayarappanahalli. As it is 
a residential school, he 
was staying at the school 
hostel. Gurukiran’s father 
Raghavendra told the me-
dia that he received a call 
from the school manage-
ment, informing him that 
his son had collapsed while 
jogging.  “When we reached 
the hospital, we were in-
formed that our son had 
died before reaching the 
hospital. On enquiring 
with his classmates, we 
learnt that the physical 
education teacher, Naraya-
na, allegedly assaulted him 
with a rod inside the wash-
room,” he alleged.

Wayanad tunnel: Govt orders probe
L E S L Y  J O S E P H  @ Meppadi 

A day after a major landslip hit 
the Wayanad tunnel road 
project site, the State govern-
ment has ordered a dual in-
quiry -- into the cause of  the 
disaster and alleged violations 
by the contracting firm -- even 
as the search and rescue opera-
tions involving multiple agen-
cies continued to locate five 
missing persons.

Chief  Minister VD Sathee-

san has ordered immediate halt 
to all construction activities for 
the tunnel road. The two-
pronged investigation will 
include technical and le-
gal evaluations of  the 
project site, as well as 
a thorough review to 
check whether the con-
tracting company com-
plied with the directives 
set by the Union government 
while granting environmental 
clearance. 

The landslip that occurred 
near Meenakshi Bridge, where 
work on the twin-tunnel road 

connecting Wayanad and 
Kozhikode districts is 
under way, had claimed 
three lives and left five 
persons missing. 

After visiting Kalla-
di, Satheesan asserted 

that safety will not be com-
promised, and work will re-
main suspended until both in-
vestigations are completed.

A 23-year-old man was electrocuted while 
attempting to repair a faulty electric water pump 
at his residence in Reddiypalayam, Chennai on 
Wednesday. He was identified as M Dhanush
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