
$280 million
presidential jet hit deepened Boeing’s 
quarterly loss despite revenue growth
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 LR: Light Rain  HR: Heavy Rain  LS: Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC: Light Cloud  SNY: Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Australia (Canberra)   12 2 SNY
Indonesia (Bali) 24 19 LR
Italy (Rome) 36 23 SNY
Japan (Tokyo) 31 23 LC
Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur) 31 26 TDS
Maldives (Male) 30 29 LC
Mauritius (Port Louis) 28 21 SNY

Singapore 31 28 LR
South Korea (Seoul) 32 27 LC
Switzerland (Bern) 31 14 SNY
Thailand (Bangkok) 32 27 LR
Türkiye (Ankara) 30 16 SNY
UAE (Dubai) 38 33 SNY
Vietnam (Hanoi) 29 26 TDS

COUNTRY COUNTRYMax MaxMin Min

ISLAMABAD

KUWAIT has ratified a defence 
cooperation agreement with 
Pakistan, three years after it 
was signed, marking another 
step in Islamabad’s efforts to 
deepen military engagement 
with Gulf  countries, according 
to a media report.

The agreement, which was 
approved and published in the 
official gazette, Kuwait Al-
Youm, on Sunday, will remain in 
force for five years and will be 
automatically renewed unless 
either side opts to withdraw. 
The deal establishes a frame-
work for cooperation between 
the armed forces of  Pakistan 
and Kuwait, covering military 
training, education, intelligence 
sharing, logistics, defence tech-
nology, research and exchanges 
of  expertise to strengthen insti-
tutional military ties, the Ku-
wait Times reported.

Last year, Pakistan and Saudi 
Arabia signed a defence agree-
ment under which the two coun-
tries agreed to deepen military 
cooperation through intelli-
gence sharing, joint training, 
military exercises and defence 
technology collaboration. Paki-
stan is reportedly pursuing 
broader security arrangements 
with countries such as Qatar 
and Turkiye as well.

The Pakistan-Kuwait agree-
ment provides for cooperation 
in military manufacturing, 
electronic communications sys-
tems, scientific research, mili-
tary media, and cultural and 
sports activities, the Kuwait 
Times report said. A joint mili-
tary committee will oversee im-
plementation of  the agreement, 
including organising military 
exercises, official visits and 
other joint programmes, it said. 
It added that the ratification fol-
lows a series of  recent high-lev-
el contacts between military of-
ficials aimed at expanding 
defence coordination. PTI

Kuwait ratifies 
5-year defence 
cooperation 
pact with Pak

Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz sweeps 
first phase of PoK polls
ISLAMABAD

THE Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) won 
nine out of  13 seats in the first phase of  elections 
held in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, the Election 
Commission said on Tuesday. There were allega-
tions of  massive rigging in the first phase of  the 
polls held on Monday, in which the Pakistan’s Peo-
ple Party (PPP) won the remaining seats. 

The elections for 45 contesting seats in the so-
called legislative assembly in Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir (PoK) are happening in three phases be-
tween July 27 and August 10 amid violence.

India maintains that the entire Union Territo-
ries of  Jammu & 
Kashmir and La-
dakh are integral 
and inalienable 
parts of  it. New 
Delhi also asserts 
that Pakistan has 
been in “illegal 
and forcible occu-
pation” of  parts of  
these Union Terri-
tories. On Tuesday, 
India described the 
ongoing elections 
in PoK as an at-
tempt by Islama-
bad to camouflage 
its illegal occupa-
tion and hide its 
“grave” human 
rights violations in 
the region.

According to pre-
liminary results issued by the PoK Election Com-
mission on Tuesday, the PML-N led by the Sharif  
brothers - Nawaz and Shehbaz - emerged as the win-
ner in nine constituencies while the PPP led by the 
Bhuttos secured four seats. Both parties are coali-
tion partners in the federal government. It is a direct 
contest between the two in PoK because former 
prime minister Imran Khan’s party Pakistan Te-
hreek-i-Insaf  has boycotted the polls. The so-called 
PoK assembly has 53 seats - 45 are directly elected 
and eight reserved for women, technocrats and 
clerics. PTI

Joint Awami Action 
Committee claims 14 

killed in security clash
At least 14 activists of the 

banned Joint Awami Action 
Committee (JAAC) were killed 

during clashes with security 
forces amid the first phase of 

so-called legislative assembly 
elections in Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir, the group claimed on 
Tuesday. Authorities disputed 

the toll, accusing protesters of 
opening fire. The claims could 
not be independently verified. 

India called the polls an 
attempt by Pakistan to 

legitimise its illegal 
occupation and mask human 

rights violations.

Myanmar OKs death 
penalty for scam crimes
YANGON: Myanmar’s military-
backed parliament on Tuesday 
approved a law authorising the 
death penalty for those who 
detain or torture people into 
working in online scam centres. 
The legislation also provides life 
imprisonment for operators of 
scam compounds and 
cryptocurrency fraud. The move 
comes amid growing international 
pressure, particularly from China 
and the United States, to curb the 
multibillion-dollar scam industry. 
While Myanmar has pledged a 
crackdown, the UN says 
enforcement has largely 
displaced scam networks across 
the region rather than 
dismantling them.

INDEFINITE CURFEW IN NEPAL BORDER DISTRICT
KATHMANDU: Authorities on Tuesday imposed an indefinite curfew in 
parts of eastern Nepal’s Sunsari district after communal violence left 
one person dead. Curfew was briefly relaxed on the East-West Highway 
to allow travellers before being reimposed. The violence erupted on 
Sunday after two religious groups clashed over loudspeakers and 
religious flags, leaving more than a dozen people, including 
securitymenl, injured. Protests continued on Tuesday.

Quake rocks Japan; dozens 
feared trapped inside mall
TOKYO

DOZENS of  people were feared 
trapped in a shopping mall in 
Japan on Tuesday after a major 
earthquake toppled buildings, 
sparked fires and reportedly 
killed one person and injured 
more than 100.

Private broadcaster TBS re-
ported that a “considera-
ble number” of  people 
were feared dead inside 
the mall in the town of  
Kashima after the fire 
brigade said that the 
second floor collapsed in 
the 7.1-magnitude tremor.

Emergency services earlier 
said “many people” were 
trapped inside the building.

Public broadcaster NHK cit-
ed police sources as saying that 
between 20 and 30 employees 
could not be contacted, show-
ing footage of  emergency vehi-
cles with flashing red lights 

outside. Police told AFP they 
could not confirm any fatalities 
inside the building. Kyodo News 
reported that four people had 
been taken to hospital, all of  
them conscious. Multiple peo-
ple were also believed to be un-
accounted for at a factory in 
Yatsushiro city where the tip of  

a chimney fell down, NHK re-
ported, citing sources.

One person was killed 
when a house collapsed 
during the quake, Kyo-
do reported.

NHK aired footage 
from elsewhere in the 

southwestern Kumamoto 
region on Kyushu island show-
ing several blazes, damaged 
bridges, a derailed cargo train 
and a number of  houses threat-
ening to topple over.

Chiharu Hara, a 35-year-old 
recruitment agent who was in 
Kumamoto, told AFP that she 
was “terrified” when the quake 

struck.“The office swayed vio-
lently side-to-side. I was afraid 
it would collapse. Everyone 
panicked,” Hara said.

The tremor at 4.27pm (0727 
GMT) had a magnitude of  7.1, 
the Japan Meteorological Agen-
cy said, but reached the highest 
level of  seven on Japan’s Shin-
do scale. The US Geological Sur-
vey put the magnitude at 6.8. A 
succession of  aftershocks fol-
lowed, including one with a 
magnitude of  6.1 at 5.08pm. 
Hundreds of  earthquakes strike 
Japan every year, but the vast 
majority cause little damage. 

Many roads were closed and 
high-speed shinkansen train 
services were suspended in 
the region affected by Tues-
day’s quake. Kumamoto air-
port was closed for several 
hours before re-opening in the 
evening. Two hospitals report-
ed taking in at least 50 injured 
patients each, NHK said. AFP

This aerial image shows the damaged AEON Mall following an earthquake in Kashima, Kumamoto prefecture, southern Japan |  AP

7.1 quake sparks fires; police say 20-30 stuck after mall floor collapses

Bibi at WH for first in-person Trump talks 
since the Iran war, seeks to repair relations

WASHINGTON

ISRAELI Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu arrived Tues-
day at the White House for his 
first in-person talks with Presi-
dent Donald Trump since the 
Iran war began, as the leaders 
seek to patch over public disa-
greements on the conflict.

The meeting is expected to be 
dominated by the war, which 
began with US and Israeli 
strikes on Iran in late February 
but has seen a recent pause in 
the fighting as Washington says 
it wants to give negotiations a 
chance. Israel has not taken 
part in the latest round of  hos-
tilities between the United 
States and Iran, which flared 
earlier this month as an April 
ceasefire collapsed.

The meeting is the eighth be-
tween the leaders since Trump’s 
return to office in early 2025 
and comes ahead of  
key electoral tests lat-
er this year for both 
Netanyahu and the 
US president: nation-
al elections in Israel 
and midterm polls in 
the United States.

“We will discuss all the is-
sues on the agenda, first and 
foremost Iran. Naturally, our 
goal is to safeguard our securi-
ty and also to expand the circle 

of  peace around us,” Netanya-
hu said before departing from 
Israel. Upon arriving in Wash-
ington, Netanyahu attended a 
private memorial dinner on 
Monday evening in honor of  
the late senator Lindsey Gra-
ham, his office said.

He was also sched-
uled to attend the me-
morial service for 
Graham later Tues-
day. Relations be-
tween Trump and 
Netanyahu reached a 

low point in April during nego-
tiations on the ceasefire with 
Iran, with Trump unleashing 
profanity-laced tirades against 
his Israeli ally. Trump later de-
scribed Netanyahu in an inter-

view as a “very difficult guy.”
Netanyahu downplayed the 

exchanges as “tactical disa-
greements,” saying they were 
aligned on the goals of  the war. 
On Tuesday, the leaders were 
expected to discuss the imple-
mentation of  a US-sponsored 
framework deal signed by Is-
rael and Lebanon last month, 
whose application on the 
ground has been challenging.

The talks were also expected 
to touch on Gaza, as diplomatic 
efforts to kickstart the devas-
tated Palestinian territory’s re-
construction are at a standstill. 
Nearly three years after the 
war between Israel and Hamas 
broke out, the humanitarian 
situation in Gaza remains dire, 
and Israel continues to regu-
larly target people the military 
says are militants.

The Israeli military said on 
Tuesday it intercepted a drone 
near the Jordanian border and
was looking into its origin.

“A short while ago, the Israeli 
Air Force intercepted a UAV in 
the area of  the Jordan border,” 
the military said.

“The UAV did not cross into 
Israeli territory. The origin of  
the launch is under review.”

Jordan has been repeatedly 
targeted since war resumed be-
tween Iran and the United 
States earlier this month. AFP

FILE - Donald Trump with Israel’s Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu at Mar-a-
Lago club in Palm Beach, Fla |  AP

Drone strikes hit Iran 
Kurdish rebels 

SULAIMANIYAH: At least 14 drone 
strikes have targeted Iranian 
Kurdish rebel groups in Iraq’s 

Kurdistan region since Monday, 
an opposition commander said, 

blaming Iran. Amjad Panahi of 
the Komala party said the 

attacks hit bases belonging to 
Komala, the Democratic Party of 
Iranian Kurdistan (PDKI) and the 
Kurdistan Freedom Party (PAK), 
causing fires and damage but no 

casualties. The latest strikes 
came before dawn, although the 

groups had largely evacuated 
their bases.

Israel says US used its 
bases to strike Iran

JERUSALEM: Israeli Defence 
Minister Israel Katz said on 

Tuesday that US warplanes used 
Israeli bases to launch strikes on 
Iran, while warning Israel would 

retaliate if attacked. Fighting 
between the United States and 

Iran has been paused since Friday 
after 13 nights of strikes. “The 

Iranians are firing at everything in 
the region except... Israel,” Katz 

said, adding they knew US aircraft 
were taking off from Israel. He 

reiterated that Israel would 
“strike back with full force” if 

targeted.

LACANAU

FRANCE evacuated 4,000 more 
people in the face of  a giant wild-
fire on Tuesday as it braced for 
worsening conditions, while 
Spain’s premier said there was 
“light at the end of  the tunnel” 
for his country’s own fight.

Firefighters in France and 
Spain were battling to contain 
the worst wildfires in living 
memory before the arrival of  a 
fourth heatwave of  the summer 
brings scorching temperatures. 
Flames have torn through vast 
swathes forcing the evacuation 
of  tens of  thousands of  people.

In a sign of  progress, Spain’s 
interior ministry said it would 
end evacuation orders for 13 mu-
nicipalities on Tuesday after-
noon, without providing details 
of  how many people were cov-
ered. But in France, Marielle 
Mourgeon was among 4,000 peo-
ple forced to cut holidays short in 
the seaside village of  Lacanau, 

near Bordeaux, after authorities 
ordered camping sites evacuates 
as a precaution. “At first I thought 
my husband was joking, with the 
blue sky and the fires dying 
down,” she said.

Western Europe faces a fresh 
heatwave this week, with France 
hit from Tuesday and Spain from 
Wednesday. French firefighters 
were “on the offensive” insisted 

commander Eric Pitault, stand-
ing in the middle of  a 50-metre-
wide, 25-km firebreak cut with 
the help of  civilian volunteers on 
the Cap Ferret peninsula. AFP

France orders fresh wildfire evacuations

Firefighters work to suppress a fire near Ares in the area of southwestern France |  AP

EXPRESS READ

OFFICE OF THE
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER ELECTRICAL  

CIRCLE (R&B) NIRMAN SOUDHA BHUBANESWAR
E-mail seec.bbsr2010 @ gmail.com

Bid Identification No.S.E.E.C (R&B) 24/2026-27

No.3412 /   Date: 24.07.2026 /

34001/535/2627:  The Superintending Engineer, Electrical Circle 
(R&B) Odisha, Bhubaneswar on behalf of the Governor of Odis-
ha invites percentage rate bids for E.I. works which are to be re-
ceived through online bidding, double cover system as detailed 
in : h�ps://tendersorissa.gov.in. The details of bid documents 
will be available in the above website from dt.04.08.2026 at 
05.00 P.M. to dt.19.08.2026 up to 05.00 P.M. The bidders must 
possess compa�ble Digital Signature Cer�ficate of Class II or III. 
Bids received online shall be opened dt.20.08.2026 at 11.30 
A.M. in the Office of the Superintending Engineer, Electrical 
Circle (R&B) Odisha, Bhubaneswar. Further details can be seen 
from the e-procurement portal www.tendersorissa.gov.in.

Addendum / Corrigendum, if required, will be available only 
in the Website. Sd/- Superintending Engineer

Electrical Circle (R&B) Odisha, BBSR

OIPR-34001/34006/1/26-27/0025


