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HEALTH SCARE | CMHO to verify death reports, ambulance shortage

Mysterious disease kills over  
3 kids, hits 20 in Balaghat areas
Medical teams 
camps in the 
affected villages 
FP News Service  
BALAGHAT 

A mysterious disease has 
spread in the Baiga-domi-
nated villages of Baihar and 
Birsa tehsils in Balaghat dis-
trict. 

The disease afflicts the 
children who experience 
fever, body ache, and rashes 

on their bodies. In the past 
25 days, the disease affected 
a large number of children in 
Bodari, Machhurda, Limhoti, 
and Jalda villages. 

Family members sent over 
20 children to the district 
hospital, and three of them 
died. According to parents, 
they suffer from high fever, 
body ache, and red rashes on 
their bodies.

Baiga tribal families be-
lieve supernatural forces 
cause the disease, and they 
have sought faith healing. 

When a resident of Bodari 
village, Chain Singh Mar-
kam, had his four-year-old 
son, Sachin, fall ill, they 
could not receive immediate 
medical attention due to a 
lack of ambulance service. 

They somehow hired a ve-
hicle to take the ailing child 
to the hospital, Markam said, 
adding that his condition re-
mains critical. 

Similarly, Chaitu Singh 
Dhurve from Lihoti village 
said he admitted his four-
year-old son whose con-

dition improved. 
In the same way, a six-

year-old girl from Lihoti vil-
lage, Damini, got well and 
returned home from the 
hospital.  

A resident from Jalda vil-
lage admitted his children 
Anjali (nine), Varsha (three), 
and Anuraj (six) to the dis-
trict hospital. 

The husband of the Sar-
panch of Machhurda village, 
Shriram Tilgam, claimed 
that the number of dead may 
have been higher than the 

official figure. According to 
him, one died in Machhurda, 
one in Kundekasa, six in 
Matla, two in Bodari, and 
one in Limoti. 

Chief medical and health 
officer (CMHO) Dr Paresh 
Uplab said the health depart-
ment team camped in the af-
fected villages and provided 
medical aid. 

The department will 
examine the facts about 
deaths and the shortage of 
ambulance services through 
field staff, he said. 

Teen killed, sister 
critically injured 
as car overturns 
on Bypass Road 
BHOPAL: A 17-year-old boy 
was killed and his elder sister 
critically injured after the car 
they were travelling in over-
turned on Bypass Road in the 
Katara Hills area on Wednes-
day. The deceased was ident-
ified as Samarth Dubey, son of 
CM Dubey and a resident of 
British Park Colony on 
Bhojpur Road under the Mis-
rod police station limits. His 
20-year-old sister is under-
going treatment at a private 
hospital. According to police, 
Samarth was driving his sister 
to college when the accident 
occurred near Balaji Ware-
house on Bypass Road. Pre-
liminary investigation 
indicates that a truck 
suddenly came in front of the 
car. In an attempt to avoid a 
collision, Samarth reportedly 
swerved, causing the vehicle 
to lose control. The car hit the 
road divider and overturned. 
Both occupants suffered seri-
ous injuries and were rushed 
to a nearby hospital, where 
doctors declared Samarth 
dead. His sister remains in a 
critical condition. 

FP News Service 
NARMADAPURAM 

A joint team of the food de-
partment and the district ad-
ministration has seized 11 
domestic LPG cylinders from 
the Chowpatty food market, 
Itarsi. 

The officials carried out 
raids after a domestic cylinder 
exploded on the handcart of 
an egg seller in Itarsi Tehsil.  

The incident put up a ques-
tion mark on the food depart-
ment’s ability to check the use 
of domestic cylinder for com-
mercial purposes. 

The raid followed repeated 
complaints about the illegal 
use of domestic LPG cylinders 
at fast-food stalls and other 

shops operating in the area. 
The residents complained to 
the district administration 
about the use of domestic cyl-
inders for commercial pur-
poses. According to official 
sources, the team members 
took the seized cylinders into 
their custody and began the 
process for registering cases 
against the guilty. The food de-
partment also clarified that 
such surprise inspections 
would continue. 

11 LPG cylinders being 
used for business seized 

Sehore: The Congress has de-
manded the DISCOM to immedi-
ately stop power cut which has 
affected the students, farmers, and 
the daily life of the citizens. 

The District Congress Committee, 
led by  its president, Rajeev Gujarati 
and city unit president Ghanshyam 
Yadav, submitted a memorandum to 
the collector on Tuesday, highlighting 
three issues. The memorandum de-
manded an end to unscheduled 
power cuts in the district, the cancel-
lation of the proposed Sulabh Com-
plex construction inside Gandhi Park, 
and the immediate release of old-age 
pension payments pending for several 
months. According to the memoran-

dum, DISCOM has cut electricity for 
hours without prior notice across.  
This has adversely affected farmers, 
students, and the daily life of the 
citizens.  The party demanded regular 
power supply and the removal of 
these additional surcharge. The mem-
orandum described Gandhi Park as 
the city’s major natural and historical 
public space, and the construction of 
a Sulabh Complex within the park 
would damage its beauty. The Con-
gress urged the administration to stop 
the construction and relocate the pro-
ject to another place. The District Con-
gress Committee urged the 
administration to take prompt and ef-
fective action on all three demands. 

Congress demands 
end to power cut

FP News Service  
REWA 

Legislator from the Deotalab assem-
bly constituency Girish Gautam said 
the area started developing into a 
tourism destination. 

The area has the potential to attract 
tourists from India and abroad, Gau-
tam said. Gautam, who was former 
Lok Sabha speaker, said that the trans-
formation of the Deotalab Shiva 
Temple into Shiv Lok, initiated by 
Chief Minister Mohan Yadav, had been 
a major achievement.  Tourism has 
also created better employment op-
portunities for villagers, he said. The 
Ashtabhuji Mata Temple continues to 

attract devotees, he said, adding that 
the government promotes tourism at 
Bahuti Waterfall, where large hotels 
have started coming up.  The govern-
ment has invited industrialists from 
across the country for investment in 
the area, and many of them have 
started investing, he said. Gautam de-
scribed Bahuti Waterfall as a naturally 
picturesque location surrounded 
green woods. Speaking at a program 
in Deotalab, Gautam said that the ob-
jective is to ensure development in 
every sector. Gautam said the growing 
popularity of the BJP has unsettled 
opposition parties, which, he alleged, 
were making false accusations against 
the state and central governments.  

Deotalab developing into 
tourist spot: Ex-Speaker

Law college 
teachers, students 
remember Kargil 
martyrs  
Panna: The students and teachers of 
Vaishnav Mata Vidhi Mahavidyalaya paid 
tributes to the Indian soldiers who laid 
down their lives during the Kargil war.  

They also kept two-minute silence in 
memory of the martyrs and sang the na-
tional song. The teachers highlighted the 
bravery of the Indian soldiers who 
scripted the Kargil victory. 

The college also organised a pro-
gramme on law education in which the 
students were informed about the New 
Education Policy (NEP). The students 
also got tips about the ethics of law. 

The teachers urged the students to fol-
low the discipline with honesty. 

Leopardess enters 
village with cubs 
Sironj: A leopardess to-
gether with her cubs has en-
tered a human settlement 
near the forest, causing fear 
among the residents. Ac-
cording to officials of the 
forest department a leop-
ardess becomes dangerous 
when she moves with her 
cubs and can attack anyone. 
They advised the residents 
not to come out of their 
homes alone and use light. 
The officials found the pug 
marks of the leopardess and 
her cubs. Forest range of-
ficer Braj Meena said the 
employees of his depart-
ment continued to search 
for the leopardess.  

NARMADAPURAM 
Two motor boats 
confiscated  

A joint team seized two 
submersible motor 

boats in Babri and Pa-
thada villages under 
Seoni Malwal Tehsil. Il-
legal sand miners use 
such Pandubbis. Officials 
of the mining department 
said they had registered 
cases against the guilty. 
The officials took action 
after receiving instruc-
tions from collector 
Somesh Mishra. 

PANNA 
12-day training 
camp concludes 

A 12-day training camp in 
fast food organised by 

State Bank of India con-
cluded. Eighteen persons 
received certificates after 
completion of their train-
ing. The bank assured 
them of providing loans for 
starting their business. Di-
rector of the organisation 
Arvind Kumar Gupta, 
Gyanendra Tiwari, Rajeev 
Kumar Rajak, and Jitendra 
Singh participated in the 
event.  

GANJ BASODA 
Special event at 
Jivajipur  Ashram 
on Guru Purnima 

A three-day Guru Pur-
nima celebration will 

take place at Jivajipur Ve-
dant Ashram from July 30. 
The event will take place in 
the presence of Shrimad 
Jagatguru Shankaracharya 
Kashi Peethadhishwar, 
Swami Ram Maklacharya 
Vedanti. According to Ma-
hant of the Ashram Swami 
Harihar Das Maharaj, 
there will be religious dis-
course on July 30, 31 and 
August 1 from 3pm to 
6pm. 

CHHATARPUR 

Principal appeals 
to students to 
submit forms  
before July 31 

Principal of Govern-
ment Adarsh Degree 

College Hama, Rajesh 
Kumar Ahirwar, appealed 
to the students and par-
ents to fill in admission 
form to ensure their ad-
mission before July 31, the 
last date for admission, 
according to a govern-
ment notification. Accord-
ing to Ahirwar, it is 
necessary to deposit the 
admission by the last date. 
He appealed to the appli-
cants to contact the help 
desk of the college. 

FP News Service  
DINDORI  

A newly wed 23-year-old 
woman committed suicide by 
hanging herself from the ceil-
ing of her room in ward 
number five under the Kot-
wali police station late Mon-
day night. 

The suicide by the woman 
identified as Khushboo Sahu, 
who got married on May 6, 
2026 with Ankit Sahu, raised 
many questions. 

She returned from her par-
ents’ house with Ankit on Sat-
urday. Her parents alleged that 

the in-laws of Khushboo used 
to torture her for her failure to 
bring enough dowries.  

According to her parents, 
her in-laws informed them 
about the illness of Khushboo. 

When her parents reached 
her in-laws, they found her 
dead. The police reached the 
spot and sent the body of the 
woman for a postmortem. 

An FSL team also visited the 
spot to collect evidence. Sub-
divisional officer of police Sat-
ish Dwivedi said he would 
question her husband, and in-
laws to arrive at a conclusion 
of her death.  

Mystery shrouds suicide 
by newly wed woman

FP News Service 
HARDA 

The body of a sub-engineer 
was found under suspicious 
circumstances in the bathroom 
of a hotel under the City Kot-
wali police station on Tuesday. 

The police identified him 
Gaurav Dubey (54), a resident 
of Indrapuri, Bhopal.  

After receiving information, 
the police reached the spot. 
The police said he may have 
died because of heart failure. 

Police sent the body to the 
district hospital for a post-
mortem. The exact cause of 
death is under investigation, 

the police said. According to 
police, the hotel room was 
locked from the inside, and 
Gaurav Dubey’s phone rang 
non-stop.  The hospital staff 
broke open the door in pres-
ence of the police officers.  

Station House Officer (SHO) 
Roshanlal Bharti said he could 
confirm the actual cause of 
death after receiving the post-
mortem report. He worked on 
contract under the Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee Act 
(MGNREGA). 

According to police, Gaurav 
Dubey stayed in the hotel for 
15 years.  

54-year-old man found 
dead in hotel bathroom  fp Briefs

Our Staff Reporter 
BHOPAL 

A team of experts from the 
Maulana Azad National Institute 
of Technology (MANIT), Bho-
pal, along with water manage-
ment specialists, has launched 
an initiative to conserve and re-
juvenate Burhanpur's historic 
Kundi Bhandara, also known as 
Khooni Bhandara. 

The 400-year-old under-
ground water management 
system was built by Abdul 
Rahim Khan-I-Khana during 
the Mughal era to supply 
drinking water from the Sat-
pura range to Burhanpur and 

nearby army camps. 
At the initiative of the Direc-

torate of Archaeology, Archives 
and Museums, the technical 
team, led by Rutuja Chavan, as-
sistant professor in the Civil 
Engineering Department at 
MANIT, conducted an exten-
sive site inspection. The experts 
assessed the condition of the 
underground water system, 
evaluated its water flow mech-
anism and carried out prelim-
inary studies to identify 
opportunities for technical res-
toration, structural improve-
ment and rejuvenation. 

Chavan said the assessment 
marked the first step towards 
the scientific conservation and 
revival of the Bhandara's 

underground water structures 
and interconnected supply net-
work. Based on the findings, a 
comprehensive technical sur-
vey, formal documentation and 
a detailed conservation road-
map will be prepared. 

She said the initiative aims to 
scientifically understand the 
hydraulic mechanism of the 
Bhandara, preserve its histori-
cal authenticity and heritage 
value, and identify suitable en-
gineering interventions for its 
sustainable revival. The project 
will subsequently move to de-
tailed technical modelling, 
structural analysis and conser-
vation work.

Heritage conservation: MANIT to 
revive 400-year-old Khooni Bhandara

Our Staff Reporter  
BHOPAL  

Maharshi Sandipani Guru 
Parv will be celebrated across 
Madhya Pradesh on Guru Pur-
nima on Wednesday. Chief 
Minister Mohan Yadav will 
launch  Bhagvan Shri Krishna 
Medhavi Chhatravriti Yojana 
(Lord Krishna Meritorious 
Scholarship Scheme). The as-
sociated competition, organ-
ised by the Shri Krishna 
Pathey Nyas, focuses on the 14 

branches of learning (Vidya), 
64 classical arts (Kala), Mahar-
shi Sandipani’s legacy, and tra-
ditional Indian knowledge 
systems.  

Under the scheme, 102 se-
lected meritorious students 
will receive a one-time schol-
arship of Rs1 lakh each, with 

winners chosen through a 
lottery process. Culture ad-
visor to the Chief Minister, 
Shriram Tiwari  told media 
persons on Tuesday that all 
government and private 
schools, colleges, universities, 
and educational institutions 
across the state would host 
cultural and literary events, 
teacher-student dialogues, 
guru-worship ceremonies, 
and activities highlighting 
India’s traditional Guru-Shis-
hya legacy.  

Maharshi Sandipani guru parva today 
CM to launch   
Bhagvan Shri Krishna 
Medhavi Chhatravriti  
Yojana of  Rs1 lakh  

MPHRC recommends Rs 1 lakh  
ex gratia after infant dies in jail
BHOPAL: Madhya Pradesh 
Human Rights Commission 
(MPHRC) has recommended 
an ex gratia payment of Rs 1 
lakh to the legal heir of a 
woman prisoner whose four-
month-old son died while she 
was lodged in jail, officials said 
on Tuesday. 

Commission chairperson 

Awadhesh Pratap Singh di-
rected that the amount be paid 
within one month to the legal 
heir of Naksh, the four-month-
old son of prisoner Neha, wife 
of Pappu alias Devendra Agar-
wal. The infant died on Sep-
tember 18, 2023, while his 
mother was lodged in jail. The 
Commission found that the 

child died due to negligence by 
the Central Jail, Indore. The 
Commission also recom-
mended that separate arrange-
ments be made for children 
staying with inmates, along 
with trained staff or caretakers. 
It further instructed the auth-
orities to appoint doctors at the 
Central Jail, Indore. 

14-year-old 
boy, newly-wed 
woman drown 
in separate 
incidents 
Bhopal: A 14-year-old boy 
who had gone to take bath in a 
pond under Nishatpura police 
station drowned after he en-
tered the deep waters. Police 
got the body fished out and 
sent it for autopsy. Further in-
vestigations are underway. In 
another incident, a newly-wed 
woman drowned in a well in 
Berasia area. According to re-
ports, resident of Congress 
Nagar area Rehman Ali and 
some of his friends had gone 
to the pond at Newri area on 
Tuesday morning. Rehman 
went into the deep waters and 
started drowning. His friend 
immediately raised an alarm 
following some locals reached 
the spot. However, the boy 
had drowned by then. Nishat-
pura police reached the spot 
and called the divers to take 
out the body.  


