
I Gaurav Kumar Singh alias
Utim Kumar Singh son of
Inar Singh resident of  Vil-
lage- Mirzapur Post- Parsa
Police Station- Parsa Distri-
ct- Chhapra Saran State- Bih-
ar PIN- 841219 hereby state
the following My Aadhaar
number is 3754 4962 3816 in
which my name is recorded
as Gaurav Kumar Singh. Ga-
urav Kumar Singh & Utim Ku-
mar Singh are one & the same
person henceforth I shall be
known and recognized by the
name Utim Kumar Singh fol-
lowing this name amendment
according to affidavit no.
19984/08-07-2026.

I,Sadhana Kumari Father 
Baliram Singh, Resident of 
Bhudwan,Ward No.-13, 
Post-Basahi,P.S-Kudra, 
District-Kaimur(Bhabua) 
State-Bihar,do hereby 
declare vide Affidavit no. 
16,Dt.22.07.2026.That  my 
Aadhar Card Number is 
593566092779.My name is 
registered as Sadhana 
Devi on my Aadhar card 
and Sadhana Kumari is 
reg is te red  in  a l l  my  
educational certificates and 
other documents. Sadhana 
Devi and Sadhana Kumari 
are the same person i.e. my 
name and not two different 
persons.
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 While breaking up with Min 
(Medha Shankr), Max 
(Siddharth Menon) gets to 
keep her cat, Meowzaki. As he 
nurses a broken heart, he 
embarks on a journey of  
healing and maturing 
alongside his grandfather 
and father, who also happen to 
be single at the same time.

“Our lives are like the 
wind. Or sounds. 
We come into 

being, resonate with each 
other, then fade away.” 
Mahesh Mahadevan, aka 
Max, quotes from his and 
Min’s favourite Japanese 
animator and filmmaker 
Hayao Miyazaki’s film while 
consoling his cat sitter, Carol 

(Vidhatri Bandi). While the 
quote sums up what the 
romantic drama is about, 
writer-director Padmakumar 
N a r a s i m h a m u r t h y ’ s 
narrative goes much beyond. 
The movie is a profound story 
of  healing, maturing, love, 
friendship, and relationships.

The film opens with Max 
and Min (short for Minara 
Hussain) dividing their 
belongings as the latter moves 
out to be with an older man. 
Who will keep the cat, 
Meowzaki (named after 
Miyazaki)? The title may 
suggest that this will be a 
comedy-drama about the cat’s 
custody or how it will bring 
the two together, but that’s 
misleading. The story is about 

three generations of  the 
Mahadevans—g randpa 
Sridhar (Nassar), father 
Ramesh (Adil Hussain), and 
Max—healing, learning the 
true meaning of  relationships, 
and accepting their loved ones 
despite their differences. 
While voiceover artist and 
rock band member Max finds 
friendship in cat sitter Carol 
Sequeira (Vidhatri Bandi), 
businessman Ramesh’s 
healing journey includes his 

therapist Dhaara (Mandira 
Bedi), and for legendary 
Carnatic singer Sridhar, it’s 

Carol’s grandmother Jennifer 
(Nafisa Ali), his friend at the 
assisted living facility.

Narasimhamurthy proves 
to be an assured writer as the 
narrative gradually reveals 
many truths about the three 
men. But the beauty lies in the 
characterisations and their 
arcs. They are flawed, yet so 
relatable that we have seen, or 
even been, these men at some 
point. The takeaway here is 
that healing happens with self-
awareness, self-acceptance, and 
change. And despite its deep 
themes, including patriarchy 
and intergenerational trauma, 
the film sidesteps melodrama 
and loud dialogues. Sagacity is 
the film’s strength. It offers 
insights into why men may 
behave the way they do, 
including the roots of  Ramesh’s 
misogynistic outlook. The 
dignity accorded to each 
character, despite their flaws, is 
winsome and reminds us that 
they are, after all, human.

Although the film keeps 
you interested, the pace and 
narrative often feel plodding. 
A couple of  tracks, such as 
Max’s Tinder date, could have 

been shorter.
The story’s emotional 

depth is perfectly conveyed 
through its performances. 
Max, heartbroken and 
grieving his mother’s recent 
passing, is vulnerable at first 
but matures over the course 
of  the story. Siddharth Menon 
portrays both sides of  the 
character, as well as his 
growth, beautifully. Adil 
Hussain is outstanding as the 
super-conservative father, 
especially for the sincerity 
with which he brings out his 
imperfections. Nassar is 
exceptionally charming and 
grounded. Mandira Bedi pulls 
off  her role as a therapist and 
later a friend with ease and 
elan. Nafisa Ali, Medha 
Shankr, Vidhatri Bandi, and 
Gitanjali Rao as Max’s 
mother, Vasudha, are equally 
effective.

Max, Min & Meowzaki 
remains a war m and 
thoughtful film about people 
learning to understand 
themselves and those they love, 
making for a rewarding watch.
�

—  Dhaval Roy

Max, Min & Meowzaki (Romance, Drama)  
  

Cast: Siddharth Menon, Medha Shankr, Adil Hussain, 
Mandira Bedi, Nassar, Nafisa Ali, Vidhatri Bandi 
Direction: Padmakumar Narasimhamurthy
Duration: 2 hours, 27 minutes
Language: Hindi (UA)
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A warm, wise tale of healing 
across generations

Patna: CM Samrat Choudha-
ry on Thursday said those re-
sponsible for paper leaks wo-
uld not be spared, asserting
that any attempt to undermi-
ne the future of  the country’s
youth would not be tolerated.

In a post on X, Choudhary
said the youth were the count-
ry’s greatest strength and any
attempt to undermine their
dreams and future would not
be tolerated. 

He assured that the stric-
test legal action would be ta-
ken against those involved in
paper leak cases and that no
guilty person would escape
punishment.

Sharing Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s message on
the issue, Choudhary said the
NDA govt was committed to
protecting the future of  the co-
untry’s youth. Modi had earli-
er stated that those responsib-
le for paper leaks would face
stringent punishment thro-
ugh fast-track courts.

BJP state president Sanjay
Saraogi said the Centre was
ready for a detailed discus-
sion in Parliament on issues
such as the NEET-UG paper
leak, but alleged that Cong-
ress, Rahul Gandhi and the

opposition were avoiding the
debate and attempting to crea-
te unrest in the name of  stu-
dent protests. He accused the
opposition of  trying to derive
political mileage from stu-
dents’ sentiments.

Meanwhile, deputy CM Vi-
jay Kumar Choudhary said an-
ti-social elements who alleged-
ly infiltrated Wednesday’s stu-
dent protest in Patna and at-
tacked legislators and
journalists would be identified
and punished. While reaffir-
ming students’ democratic
right to protest, he said those in-
volved in violence could not be
considered genuine students.

“The govt will act on the
basis of  available evidence.
Those who attacked MLAs
and journalists will not be al-
lowed to hide behind the pro-
test movement,” he said, ad-
ding that strict action would
be taken against anyone ta-
king the law into their own
hands.

On the other hand, senior
RJD leaders Alok Mehta and
Kumar Sarvajeet criticised
BJP legislators for allegedly
creating a ruckus in the As-
sembly and humiliating MLA
I P Gupta after he objected to
student protesters being desc-
ribed as “goons”.

CM: Those behind paper
leaks won’t be spared

Police personnel stop protesters in Patna on Thursday
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aJai Narain Pandey TNN Patna: A day after violent

clashes between students
and police in Patna, protests
against the alleged NEET pa-
per leaks escalated across
Bihar on Thursday, with de-
monstrations turning vio-
lent in several districts, in-
cluding Darbhanga, Begusa-
rai and Katihar. Students re-
newed their demand for the
resignation of  Union educa-
tion minister Dharmendra
Pradhan.

In Darbhanga, thou-
sands of  students marched
from Karpuri Chowk to the
collectorate. Trouble began
when a section of  protesters
allegedly hurled stones at po-
lice while trying to move to-
wards the DM’s office. City
SP Ashok Kumar and anot-
her policeman were injured. 

In Begusarai, students
led by various organisa-
tions, including AISA, mar-
ched from GD College to the
collectorate. As protesters
gathered outside the premi-
ses, some allegedly tried to
force entry by climbing the
main gate despite repeated
warnings by police. 

Begusarai SP Manish sa-
id the protest had initially
remained peaceful and a me-

morandum had been sub-
mitted, but some miscreants
later damaged government
property. 

Violence also broke out in
Katihar, where hundreds of
students marched from Sha-
heed Chowk to the collectora-
te. A magistrate and Sadar
Police station officer Sonu
Bhagat were injured after sto-
ne-pelting erupted when poli-
ce stopped protesters from en-
tering the collectorate. 

Katihar DM Ashutosh
Dwivedi said action would
be taken against those dama-
ging public property or ta-
king part in unlawful pro-
tests. Katihar SP Parichay
Kumar said 14 anti-social ele-
ments had been detained
and legal proceedings were
underway. Several police-
men were injured in the vio-
lence, he added.

Protests spread to many dists;
several detained, cops injured
Faryal.Rumi@timesofindia.com

Students protest in Patna

TOI

Ara: Two people, in-
cluding a 23-year-old
newlywed man and his
sister-in-law, died after
being electrocuted at
Mungaul village under
Jagdishpur police sta-
tion area in Bhojpur
district on Thursday
morning. Both victims
were residents of  the
village. Police said the
victims were identifi-
ed as Sahul Kumar (23)
and Basanti Kunwar
(46), wife of  late Veer
Bahadur Singh. Sahul
had married just six
months ago and is sur-
vived by his wife, Puja
Kumari. According to
a family member, Sa-
hul was working in the
field when he acciden-
tally came in contact
with a live earthing wi-
re. TNN

2 electrocuted
in Bhojpur dist

Bhagalpur: To promote banana cultivation
using disease-free, high-yield planting materi-
al, the district horticulture department (DHD)
has set a target of  bringing 250 hectares under
tissue culture banana cultivation (TCBC) this
year under state govt schemes.

The initiative aims to boost banana produc-
tion through scientific farming practices, incre-
ase farmers’ income and encourage agri-entre-
preneurship under the Integrated Horticulture
Mission Scheme. A major focus is being placed
on Bhagalpur’s Naugachia subdivision, a key
banana-growing belt.

According to DHD officials, under the Muk-
hyamantri Bagwani Mission (Kela Vikas Yoja-
na)/Phal Vikas Yojana, farmers will receive a
40% subsidy on the unit cost of  Rs 1.75 lakh per
hectare.

Farmers to get subsidy
for cultivating bananas

Kumar Rajesh TNN

Patna: Bihar Legislative
Council witnessed chaotic
scenes on Thursday as NDA
and opposition MLCs clas-
hed over the violent student
protests in Patna a day earli-
er. The uproar disrupted
proceedings almost imme-
diately after the House con-
vened, forcing Chairman
Awadesh Narain Singh to
adjourn the session within
15 minutes amid continuous
sloganeering and protests
by opposition members.

Even before the session
began, opposition MLCs sta-
ged a demonstration in the
Vidhan Parishad portico, de-
manding the resignation of
Union education minister
Dharmendra Pradhan over
recent paper leak controver-
sies. The issue spilled into

the House as soon as procee-
dings commenced. RJD lea-
der Abdul Bari Siddiqui mo-
ved an adjournment motion
seeking a discussion on the
student unrest, comparing
the current agitation to Bi-
har’s historic 1974 Student
Movement. He warned that
the govt risked repeating
history if  it failed to address
students’ concerns.

However, the Chair re-
jected the motion, trigge-
ring sharp protests from op-
position members. 

House adjourned amid
din over police excess

Sheezan.Nezami
@timesofindia.com

Two persons were killed in sep-
arate lightning strikes in Buxar
district on Thursday, confirmed
Dumraon SDPO Polast Kumar. In
the first incident, a farmer Ram-
kumar Upadhyay (60) was struck
by lightning while working in his
field. In another incident, one Golu
Kumar died after being struck by
lightning in Nachap village.

Infant dies: A one-and-a-half-
year-old girl died while her moth-
er and elder brother were hospi-
talised after allegedly consuming
poison following a family dispute
in Saharsa district. 

Ex-mukhiya dies in accident:
Ravindra Nath Upadhyay (55),
former mukhiya of Banarpur
panchayat in Chausa block of
Buxar district, died in a road
accident on Thursday afternoon. 

Magadh range IG seeks
report: Magadh range IG Vikas
Vaibhav has sought a report from
Gaya SSP Sushil Kumar over the
alleged misuse of a govt body-
guard assigned to Belaganj JD(U)
MLA Manorama Devi.

DIGEST

Lighting strikes
claim 2 lives in Buxar

Opposition MLCs protest on 
the council premises
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