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 All India Christian Council
Opposes the FCRA  Bill

Hyderabad,  July 25 : The
All India Christian Council
views with deep alarm the
government’s evident de-
termination to bring the For-
eign Contribution (Regula-
tion) Amendment Bill, 2026
— widely known as FCRA
2.0 — before Parliament in
the current Monsoon Ses-
sion for consideration and
passage. We oppose this
Bill, and we call on every
political party that values
the Constitution to resist it.

This Bill returns to the
floor of the House without
the widespread consulta-
tion with minority commu-
nity leaders that was prom-
ised due to its gravity de-
mands. When serious ob-
jections were raised earlier
by the Christian community
and other minorities, the
matter was set aside. It now
reappears with those objec-
tions neither answered nor
addressed. To move a law
of this consequence past
the very communities it
most affects, without dia-
logue, is not the conduct of
a government confident in
its own case. We insist to
send this to a joint parlia-
mentary committee because
it has widespread implica-
tions to minority institu-
tions and other religious
institutions and serious
damage to our global cred-
ibility about being a safe
destination for foreign in-
vestments. If the govern-
ment has attached assets
which individuals who run
major corporates and have
given to Christian compas-
sionate work how does it
affect their attitude to in-
vestment in India for busi-
ness.

At the centre of this Bill
lies a provision that should
trouble every citizen, not
only people of faith. Under
it, the foreign contributions
and the assets of an
organisation whose FCRA
registration is cancelled,
surrendered, or simply ex-
pires without renewal
would vest in a govern-
ment-notified “Designated
Authority.”

Consider plainly what
this means. Properties law-
fully purchased — schools,
hostels, hospitals, clinics
— built with funds legiti-
mately received from within
India and abroad, may be
taken over by an arm of the
state upon the lapse of a li-
cence. The money be-
longed to the donors and
the institutions. The build-
ings were raised to serve
the poor. No Christian
organisation has ever
signed any undertaking
agreeing that, should its
registration not be re-
newed, its property may
pass to a government au-
thority. Much of this sup-
port has come from practis-
ing faith communities, in
India and around the world,
given freely for the service
of the needy. Were there
any clear, agreed contrac-
tual basis for such a trans-
fer, that would be another
matter. There is none.

 We can find no clear
constitutional foundation
offered for this power to
seize legitimately held as-
sets. It strikes directly at the
fundamental rights of citi-
zens — to hold property, to
form associations, and to
practise and propagate their
faith through works of char-

ity — rights guaranteed
under Articles 19, 25 and 26
of the Constitution.

 The government de-
fends the Bill by pointing
to foreign-funding laws in
other democracies. This
comparison misleads the
Indian public, because it
omits the one distinction
that matters. No serious
democracy requires an
organisation to obtain the
government’s permission in
order to receive foreign
funds for its work. What
those laws require is disclo-
sure — that you report the
money you receive. The
FCRA regime requires per-
mission — that the state
decide whether you may
receive it at all, and now, that
it may take what you have
built if that permission is
withdrawn. Information is
not the same as permission,
and a registration form is
not the same as a locked
door.

We note, too, that the
government presents the
reduction of the maximum
penalty from five years’ im-
prisonment to one as evi-
dence of a gentler law. A
lighter punishment at-
tached to a far greater
power — the power to take
an institution’s assets out-
right — is no liberalisation.
It is a heavier hand in a
softer glove.

 When the FCRA was
first tightened, it was under
a secular Congress govern-
ment. The context today is
materially different, and the
minority communities of In-
dia are not blind to it.

Discretionary power of
this magnitude — to cancel
a registration and then ab-

sorb the assets that follow
— is only as safe as the
hands that wield it and the
spirit in which it is exer-
cised. When such power is
concentrated in the execu-
tive, without constitutional
clarity and without inde-
pendent check, the ques-
tion of who ultimately con-
trols it, and to what ends,
cannot be set aside. That
question weighs heavily on
every minority institution in
this country since the role
of the RSS’ influence which
itself is unregistered and
not accountable on the
Government is known to
most people.

 The All India Christian
Council therefore opposes
this Bill in the strongest
terms. We call upon all po-
litical parties, across every
divide, to resist its passage,
to demand that it be referred
back for genuine consulta-
tion with the affected com-
munities, and to challenge
in every constitutional fo-
rum a strategy that would
transfer control of minority
institutions to the state by
the mechanism of a lapsed
licence.

The churches of India
have served this nation’s
poorest — of every faith
and caste — for genera-
tions. We have always been
willing to open our ac-
counts to lawful scrutiny.
We will not accept that our
right to serve exists only at
the pleasure of those in
power, or that the fruit of a
century’s charity may be
taken from the communities
that built it. We ask all
people of goodwill to stand
with us.

Stir off
The Cockroach Janta

Party (CJP) today called off
its protest "with immediate
effect" and asked support-
ers at Delhi's Jantar Mantar
to return home. The an-
nouncement came in a joint
government-CJP press con-
ference this evening, fol-
lowing the resignation of
Dharmendra Pradhan as
Union Education Minister.
His resignation was the
CJP's core demand over the
NEET paper leak.

CJP spokespersons
Saurav Das and Ashutosh
Ranka, flanked by Union
ministers JP Nadda and
Jitendra Singh at the press
conference, told reporters
the CJP ended the protest
in "good faith" that the gov-
ernment would keep its
word on the demands.

With one demand al-
ready met, the satirical po-
litical group's spokesper-
sons said the government
has assured them that po-
lice cases filed against stu-
dents would be withdrawn,
no action would be taken
against them in future, and
maximum compensation as
per rules and regulations
would be given to the fami-
lies of students who died by
suicide over the NEET pa-
per leak.

ARhonours
martyr

A solemn wreath-laying
ceremony was organised at
Modi Garrison in Chandel
district, Manipur, on 25 July
2026 to pay homage to Mar-
tyr Rifleman (GD) Sube
Singh Jat. The commemora-
tive event was conducted
to honour the supreme sac-
rifice of the brave soldier
and reaffirm the steadfast
commitment of the Force
towards preserving the
legacy of its fallen heroes.

Rifleman (GD) Sube
Singh Jat attained martyr-
dom on 25 July 1974 during
an operation in the
Longyang area of
Mokokchung district,
Nagaland. Displaying ex-
ceptional courage, determi-
nation and devotion to
duty, he laid down his life
while safeguarding the sov-
ereignty, unity and territo-
rial integrity of the Nation.
His gallantry and indomi-
table spirit continue to serve
as a source of inspiration for
generations of personnel.

Assam Rifles personnel
gathered at the memorial to
pay heartfelt tributes by
laying wreaths and floral
offerings. A two-minute si-
lence was observed as a
mark of profound respect
and gratitude for the su-
preme sacrifice made by the
fallen hero in service to the
Nation. The ceremony
served as a poignant re-
minder of the valour and
selflessness displayed by
the bravehearts of Assam
Rifles in the line of duty, re-
inforcing the core ethos of
duty, honour and sacrifice
that form the bedrock of the
Force.

 Fire breaks
out

 A swift and well coordi-
nated effort by Assam
Rifles personnel and local
fire brigade successfully
contained a major fire inci-
dent at T Sejang Village in
Churachandpur district,
Manipur, on the evening of
24 July 2026.

 Upon receiving informa-
tion at approximately 1915
hours regarding a blaze that
had engulfed a residential
house, Assam Rifles imme-
diately mobilised a rescue
column and a medical team
to the site to provide emer-
gency support. The situa-
tion had intensified follow-
ing an LPG cylinder explo-
sion within the completely
gutted residential structure,
posing a grave threat to
adjacent houses.

Dhanamanjuri University Signs MoU with
Miranda House

 Pradhan resigns,  Joshi Gets
Additional Charge of Education

Imphal/New Delhi   July
25 MNS:  Dhanamanjuri
University, Imphal, has
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding with
Miranda House, University
of Delhi, to advance aca-
demic collaboration and
joint research between
Manipur and the national
capital.

The signing ceremony
was held at the Miranda
House campus in New Delhi
in the presence of the DMU
Vice-Chancellor, Prof. W.
Chandbabu Singh; the
DMU Registrar, Dr. RK.
Joteen Singh; Joint Secre-
tary Higher and Technical
Education, Government of
Manipur Elangbam Sonia; a
Dean of Humanities DMU,
Prof. S.Lanchenba Meetei

and Miranda House Princi-
pal Prof. Bijayalaxmi
Nanda;former Teachers In
charge of Department of
Botany Dr.
E l a n g b a m G e e t a n j a l i ,
PresentTeachers In charge
Dr. Somdutta Sinha Roy
and other faculty memberof
Miranda House.

On the same occasion,
DMU and the Department
of Botany, Miranda House,
also exchanged a Letter of
Intent to promote collabo-
ration in botanical research,
environmental studies, and
sustainable practices — fa-
cilitating joint field studies,
resource sharing, and
specialised workshops.

The partnership will
drive joint academic
programmes, faculty ex-

change, student mobility,
and interdisciplinary re-
search, enhancing DMU’s
national academic presence
and opening greater oppor-
tunities for innovation, re-
search, and institutional
development.

Miranda House has been
ranked the No. 1 College in
India by NIRF for seven
consecutive years (2017-
2023), reaffirming its posi-
tion as a benchmark insti-
tution for higher education
nationally.

The constant support
from the college principal,
VC DMU, the active in-
volvement of the college
alumnae both as faculty
members and officials also
helped in achieving this
educational landmark.

New Delhi MNS : Union
Minister Pralhad Joshi has
been given additional
charge of the Ministry of
Education, following the
resignation of Dharmendra
Pradhan amid sustained
protests over exam paper
leaks.

The President’s office
confirmed Joshi’s appoint-
ment in a communique is-
sued this evening, shortly
after accepting Pradhan’s
resignation. Joshi currently
serves as Union Minister of
Food and Consumer Affairs.

Pradhan,  submitted his
resignation on the 35th day
of protests at Delhi’s Jantar
Mantar over exam paper
leaks, stating that he had

chosen to step down to
prevent “anti-national
forces” from exploiting the
situation.

 “For over four decades,
I have dedicated myself
to the cause of students,
teachers ,  and educa-
tional reform. I have al-
ways believed that a ro-
bust, inclusive, and vi-
sionary education system
forms the cornerstone of
a strong nation,” Pradhan
wrote in his resignation let-
ter.

 Hours after Pradhan’s
resignation, CJP spokes-
persons Saurav Das and
Ashutosh Ranka an-
nounced an end to the pro-
test, describing the move as

being made “in good faith”
after the Centre assured
them it would meet their
demands. The announce-
ment was made at a joint
press conference alongside
Union Ministers JP Nadda
and Jitendra Singh.

 Pradhan’s resignation
had been the central de-
mand of the group led by
Abhijeet Dipke, a Boston
University graduate who
returned to India to spear-
head the protest against
exam paper leaks.

 Just a day before
Pradhan’s resignation and
the protest’s conclusion,
Joshi had told reporters in
Delhi that the government
remained committed to pro-

tecting students’ interests
and accused “anti-social
elements” of attempting to
hijack the CJP-led move-
ment.

“The Modi government
has always stood with stu-
dents and the youth. It re-
mains committed to taking
strict action against any ir-
regularities or injustices
that affect their future,”
Joshi said.

He added that while stu-
dents had every right to
protest peacefully, there
were reports of attempts to
exploit the movement. “Stu-
dents must remain cautious
and ensure their genuine
concerns are not exploited,”
he said.

     Assam Rifles commemorates 27th Kargil Vijay diwas

 Multiple Arrests and
Arms Recoveries

Imphal, July 25 MNS :
The overall law-and-order
situation in Manipur re-
mained normal during the
last 24 hours, according to
a press note issued by the
Police Control Room on
Saturday.

 Security forces contin-
ued search operations and
area domination exercises in
fringe and vulnerable areas
across districts, leading to
significant recoveries of
arms and ammunition. On
July 25, forces recovered a
cache of weapons from the
Akham-Lamdeng stretch
under Lamsang Police Sta-
tion in Imphal West district,
including two modified .303
rifles, four bolt-action single
barrel guns, four 9mm pis-
tols, one Chinese hand gre-
nade, and fifteen barrel car-
tridges. On the same day,
another recovery was made
from Shangkai village and
Mongkot Chepu village and
its surrounding area under
Litan Police Station in
Ukhrul district, yielding a
local-made pompi gun, a 12-
bore rifle, nine live rounds
of ammunition of different
calibres, and a home-made
improvised mortar shell

along with an IED.
 Intelligence-based

combing operations, cor-
don-and-search exercises
continued in parallel to nab
individuals involved in ex-
tortion and other criminal
activities. On July 24, secu-
rity forces arrested an ac-
tive cadre of the KYKL  from
the Wangoo
Sandangkhong area under
Wangoo Police Station in
Kakching district. The fol-
lowing day, Manipur Police
arrested an active cadre of
the KCP (City Meitei),
Yaikhom Abhinash Meetei
alias Naoba alias Abi, 26,
from Kongpal Khongkham
Leikai under Porompat Po-
lice Station in Imphal East
district.

 In a separate operation
on July 25, Manipur Police
arrested two active cadres
of the UNLF (P) allegedly
involved in recruitment
from Thoubal Bazar  . A
Maruti Suzuki Swift car was
seized from the duo.

 In a separate develop-
ment, security forces raided
the Highway Auto Care
Workshop at Patsoi
Lamkhai along NH-37 on
July 25 and recovered 30

soap cases of brown sugar
weighing 346 grams from a
Pajero bearing registration
number MN07D-3481 sta-
tioned at the workshop.
The co-owners of the work-
shop, Sheikh Salauddin, 46,
of Odisha, and Chongtham
Anilkumar Singh, 38, of
Patsoi Part-IV, were arrested
in connection with the case.

 Continuing investiga-
tion into an FIR regis-
tered under the ND&PS
Act at Churachandpur
Police Station, Manipur
Police on July 24 arrested
Mrs Zenngaihniang, 56,
of Gouchinkhup Veng,
New Lamka,
Churachandpur district.
Pol ice  recovered Rs
28,78,400 suspected to be
proceeds from drug-re-
lated crime, along with
five cash registers and a
cash-counting machine.

In a separate matter, fol-
lowing registration of an
FIR at PGCI Police Station
regarding the theft of a
Mahindra Bolero bearing
registration number AR-28-
0126, Manipur Police recov-
ered the stolen vehicle from
the Churachandpur town
area.

Imphal, July 25 MNS: On
the eve of the 27th Kargil
Vijay Diwas, Assam Rifles
organised a series of patri-
otic outreach programmes,
youth engagements and
humanitarian initiatives
across Thoubal, Kakching,
Chandel, Tengnoupal and
Churachandpur districts of
Manipur on 25 July 2026.
Observed annually on 26
July, the occasion com-
memorates India’s victory
in the 1999 Kargil War,
honouring the supreme
sacrifice and valour of the
armed forces who guarded
the nation’s integrity under
hostile conditions. The co-
ordinated activities served
as a vital bridge to foster
patriotic values among
youth, encourage civic par-
ticipation and reinforce civil-
military relations across the
state.

In Thoubal, Kakching
and Chandel districts, com-
memoration events brought
together students, educa-
tors, local administration
and residents. At
Khongjom Standard En-
glish Higher School in
Thoubal district, an audi-
ence of 100 individuals, in-

cluding students, NCC Ca-
dets, teachers and school
staff, attended a video
screening showcasing the
heroic actions of Indian sol-
diers during the war, fol-
lowed by a patriotic quiz
competition and prize dis-
tribution. In Chandel dis-
trict, events registered the
participation of 137 civil-
ians—comprising 89 stu-
dents, nine teachers, 17 vil-
lagers and local representa-
tives, namely the Village
Chief and Village Secretary
of Phaisangjang—along-
side personnel of the force.
The proceedings at
Molcham in Chandel district
began with the National
Flag hoisting ceremony and
solemn tributes, followed
by a Tiranga Rally through
surrounding areas, an inter-
active patriotic presenta-
tion, screening of a Kargil
War documentary and mo-
tivational videos on joining
the armed forces, ending
with a community lunch. At
Yangoulen Primary School,
Phaisangjang, in Chandel
district, the event com-
menced with the National
Anthem and tributes to the
war heroes, followed by in-

teractive sessions between
personnel, students, teach-
ers and village leaders on
national service and unity.
Meanwhile, at Mombi Vil-
lage in Kakching district, a
friendly volleyball match
between local youth and
personnel was organised to
promote sportsmanship
and camaraderie, followed
by a liaison session where
youth issues, education,
regional development and
security were discussed.

Expanding the outreach
on the eve of Kargil Vijay
Diwas in Tengnoupal dis-
trict, an awareness
programme was conducted
for 80 students and six
teachers. The event fea-
tured an informative pre-
sentation on the opera-
tional significance of the
Kargil conflict and the val-
ues of national unity,
supplemented by a patriotic
drawing competition and a
quiz contest designed to
deepen student under-
standing of military history.

In Churachandpur dis-
trict, Assam Rifles inte-
grated the commemoration
with humanitarian relief by
organising a comprehen-

sive medical camp for Inter-
nally Displaced Persons
(IDPs) and local residents
at Bullian Primary School,
Bullian Village, Khuga.
Conducted in collaboration
with Metrozone Health Ser-
vices, Emmanuel Hospital
A s s o c i a t i o n ,
Churachandpur Medical
College Hospital and
Tunnu School of Nursing,
the initiative mobilised nine
doctors alongside nursing
students, pharmacists,
support staff and personnel,
bringing the total medical
and support team to 68 in-
dividuals.

Free medical consulta-
tions and treatments were
extended to 392 beneficia-
ries, comprising 163 men
and 229 women, covering
87 general medicine, 79
geriatric, 65 paediatric, 64
gynaecology, 54 dental
and 43 surgical cases.
Furthermore, 26 pregnant
and lactating women re-
ceived ante-natal  and
post-natal care kits, with
all medical supplies gener-
ously contributed by
Metrozone Health Services
to support local healthcare
needs .


