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A three-year-old girl was beaten to death allegedly by
her mother’s paramour at Thiruthangal in Tamil Nadu 
on Sunday. The victim, D Vishnu Priya, was the daughter 
of D Pandi and D Swathi (22) of Chinnalllapatti village
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Five-member panel 
constituted to study  
tiger conservation
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Vijayawada

THE Andhra Pradesh government has 
constituted a five-member high-powered 
committee to study tiger conservation and 
management measures in the State. The 
decision follows the recent suspicious 
death of  a tigress in the Nallamala forests, 
which Deputy Chief  Min-
ister Pawan Kalyan de-
scribed as a serious mat-
ter requiring immediate 
review.

The committee will ex-
amine conservation sys-
tems in the Nagarjunasa-
g ar–Srisailam Tiger 
Reserve, one of  the largest tiger habitats in 
the country, and prepare a comprehensive 
report with recommendations for future 
action. Pawan Kalyan emphasised that ti-
ger protection is central to forest and bio-
diversity conservation, and said the com-
mittee’s recommendations will help 
strengthen measures in the Nagarjunasa-
gar–Srisailam Tiger Reserve.

N E T H A J I  K U M A R A M A N G A L A M 
@ Tirupati

SRI Venkateswara University 
(SVU) has taken a major step in 
strengthening advanced life 
sciences research with the es-
tablishment of  a Centre of  Ex-
cellence (CoE) in Virus-Like 
Particle (VLP) Technologies 
under the Rashtriya Uchchatar 
Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA) 
Phase-II programme. 

Equipped with India’s first 
Olympus FV5000 Confocal La-
ser Scanning Microscope, the 
centre is expected to emerge as 
a premier hub for cutting-edge 
research, innovation and skill 
development in virology, mo-
lecular biology and biotechnol-
ogy sciences.

The Olympus FV5000 Confo-
cal Laser Scanning Microscope, 
one of  the most advanced imag-
ing systems, has been installed 
at Sri Venkateswara University, 
Tirupati, marking the first in-
stallation of  its kind in India. It 
is also the only confocal micro-
scopy facility among the 13 
Andhra Pradesh State univer-
sities, significantly enhancing 
the University’s research infra-

structure. The microscope uses 
laser scanning and a confocal 
pinhole to generate high-reso-
lution, three-dimensional im-
ages by eliminating out-of-focus 
light. 

Supported by `3.3 crore un-
der RUSA Phase-II, the project 
has focused on upgrading exist-
ing research facilities, includ-
ing cell culture and greenhouse 
laboratories, instead of  creat-

ing new infrastructure, ena-
bling the university to maxim-
ise the utilisation of  funds 
while significantly enhancing 
its research capabilities.

The centre will focus on Vi-
rus-Like Particles (VLPs), bio-
degradable nano-scale particles 
that resemble viruses but are 
non-infectious. These particles 
have emerged as promising 
tools for vaccine development, 

targeted drug delivery, disease 
diagnostics, medical imaging 
and cancer therapeutics. 

By integrating expertise in 
virology, biotechnology, nano-
biotechnology and molecular 
biology, the centre aims to pro-
mote interdisciplinary re-
search and collaborations with 
academic and research institu-
tions across the country. 

Training will be a key com-
ponent of  the initiative. Facul-
ty members, and students from 
SVU and neighbouring univer-
sities will receive hands-on ex-
posure to advanced laboratory 
techniques, while degree col-
lege teachers will also be 
trained to strengthen under-
graduate education and en-
hance their capacity to secure 
competitive research.

The Centre of  Excellence, 
housed at the Sri Venkateswara 
College of  Sciences, has been 
entrusted to Prof  M Hema of  
the Department of  Virology 
and Prof  M Rajasekhar of  the 
Department of  Zoology.

Speaking to TNIE Project Co-
ordinator Prof  Hema said the 
installation of  the Olympus 
FV5000 Confocal Laser Scan-

ning Microscope marks a his-
toric milestone for the univer-
sity. “It is the first system of  its 
kind to be installed in India and 
the only confocal microscopy 
facility available among the 13 
State universities in Andhra 
Pradesh. The microscope pro-
duces high-resolution three-di-
mensional images by eliminat-
ing out-of-focus light, enabling 
researchers to visualise cells, 
tissues and microorganisms 
with exceptional clarity,” she 
explained.

She added that the advanced 
imaging platform would sub-
stantially expand research op-
portunities in virology and bio-
technology by facilitating 
studies on virus entry, replica-
tion, virus-host interactions, 
protein localisation, live-cell 
imaging and nanoparticle-
based drug delivery. 

“For VLP technology, the sys-
tem enables tracking of  fluo-
rescently labelled particles, 
monitoring their uptake inside 
cells and validating cargo deliv-
ery, thereby accelerating re-
search on next-generation vac-
cines and nanocarrier-based 
therapeutics,” Hema said.

SVU sets up CoE in Virus-Like Particle Tech
It’s expected to emerge as a premier hub for cutting-edge research in virology, molecular biology and biosciences 

It is the first system of its kind to be installed in India, and the only 
confocal microscopy facility available among the 13 State universities 
in AP. It will substantially expand research opportunities in virology

Prof H Hema, Project Coordinator 

Resolve all pending issues by Aug 15:  
AP JAC Amaravati ultimatum to govt 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

ACCUSING the State govern-
ment of  deliberately diverting 
employees’ agitation by hold-
ing talks without announcing 
concrete decisions, the AP JAC 
Amaravati on Sunday issued 
an ultimatum threatening 
State-wide direct agitation if  
their pending financial and 
service demands are not re-
solved by August 15.

The decision was taken dur-
ing the AP JAC Amaravati 
meeting held at the Revenue 
Bhavan, under the chairman-
s h i p  o f  B o p p a r a j u 
Venkateswarlu. 

Addressing the gathering, 
Venkateswarlu expressed deep 
dissatisfaction among employ-
ees over the lack of  progress 
following two-day deliberations 
with key ministers on July 10 
and 11, as well as a cabinet sub-

committee meeting on July 22.
Highlighting the mounting 

financial strain on State work-
ers, Venkateswarlu stated that 
pending employee dues accu-
mulated to `28,000 crore under 
the previous administration.  

He said the pending dues un-
der the current coalition rule 
are `25,000. Clarifying that em-
ployees were not seeking doles 
or bonuses but legally entitled 
arrears for services rendered, 
he urged the government to log 

overdue payments on individu-
al pay slips if  immediate dis-
bursement is not feasible. 

He further condemned the 
non-payment of  Dearness Al-
lowance (DA) instalments over 
the past two years, noting that 
workers were forced to forgo fi-
nancial benefits from three Pay 
Revision Commissions (PRCs) 
while the 12th PRC commission 
setup remains stalled. The JAC 
chief  also raised concerns over 
unfulfilled electoral promises.

AP JAC Amaravati  chairman Bopparaju Venkateswarlu and other leaders attend the 
State level meeting held at Revenue Bhavan in Vijayawada on Sunday |  EXPRESS

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

COVERING nearly 3,500 kilo-
metres across all four divisions 
of  the newly formed South 
Coast Railway (SCoR) Zone, 
General Manager Sandeep 
Mathur concluded extensive 
field inspections to evaluate 
railway operations, safety 
measures, infrastructure 
projects,  and passenger 
amenities.

Mathur inspected major 
routes, including the Ich-
chapuram–Visakhapatnam (255 
km), Vijayawada–Gudur–Reni-
gunta (450 km), Tirupati–
Guntakal (350 km), Visakhapat-
nam–Rajahmundry (210 km), 
Nandyal–Guntur (300 km), and 
Guntur–Madhira (100 km) 
sections. 

The exercise encompassed 
detailed reviews of  35 major 
stations, 23 Amrit Bharat Sta-
tion Scheme projects, track 
maintenance, signalling, level 
crossings, and tunnel construc-
tion. Safety remained the cen-
tral focus, with Mathur moni-
toring track conditions, points 
and crossings, level-crossing 

preparedness, and monsoon 
readiness. Capacity-enhance-
ment projects—including third-
line works, yard remodelling, 
Rail Over Rail installations, 
and station redevelopments 
were closely reviewed, along-
side ongoing redevelopment at 
Tirupati and Kadapa, and the 
p ro p o s e d  N a m bu r  L i n e 
alignment.

He also assessed prepared-
ness for the upcoming Goda-
vari Pushkaram across Goda-
vari, Rajahmundry, Kovvuru, 
Samalkot, Tuni, and Anakapal-
li stations, focusing on crowd 
management and pilgrim ac-
cess routes in coordination 
with State authorities.

SCoR GM inspects 
routes in 4 divisions

Vande Bharat Sleeper from Vizag to Bengaluru likely
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Visakhapatnam

SOUTH Coast Railway (SCoR) has 
begun a feasibility study for oper-
ating a Vande Bharat Sleeper serv-
ice between Visakhapatnam and 
Bengaluru, according to an inter-
nal communication. 

The exercise is part of  an effort 
to identify feasible train paths and 
suitable routes for introducing ad-
ditional train services from Visa-
khapatnam. The communication 

is an internal exercise intended to 
seek operational inputs, feasibili-
ty and any decision on introduc-
ing the service will be taken 
only after approval from 
the Railway Board. 

According to the com-
munication dated July 31, 
officials of  South Western 
Railway and the Visakhap-
atnam, Vijayawada, Guntur 
and Guntakal divisions have been 
asked to examine the feasibility of  
operating the train and furnish en 

route timings along with details 
of  any operational constraints.

The communication includes 
tentative timings for a six-

day-a-week Vande Bharat 
Sleeper service between 
Visakhapatnam and Ben-
galuru via Vijayawada, 
G u n t u r,  N a d i k u d i , 

Guntakal and Dharmavar-
am. The proposed schedule 

envisages departure from Visa-
khapatnam at 8.15 pm, and arrival 
at Bengaluru at 10 am the follow-

ing day, with the return service 
leaving Bengaluru at 8 pm, and 
reaching Visakhapatnam at 10 am. 
The train will not operate from Vi-
sakhapatnam on Mondays and 
from Bengaluru on Tuesdays.

The internal note also mentions 
the use of  two 20-coach Vande 
Bharat Sleeper. The timings and 
operational details are tentative 
and meant only for feasibility as-
sessment. Any decision to intro-
duce the service will require ap-
proval from the Railway Board.

IF YOU’RE GOING 
THROUGH HELL, KEEP 
GOING ❯ WINSTON CHURCHILL


