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E X P R E S S  R E A D

SC seeks SOP on 
digital arrest scams
S U C H I T R A  K A L Y A N  M O H A N T Y  @ New Delhi

TO strengthen the fight against “digital arrest” 
scams, the Supreme Court on Tuesday directed 
the RBI to prepare and circulate, within four 
weeks, a Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) 
for tackling mule accounts and cyber-fraud-
linked accounts, with copies to the Registrar 
Generals of  all High Courts. 
 A bench of  CJI Surya Kant and justices Joy-
malya Bagchi and V Mohana passed 13 interim 
directions while hearing the suo motu case on 
digital arrest scams, noting that existing mech-
anisms need “wider adoption, faster implemen-
tation, and follow-up”.

The bench said states, UTs and law enforce-
ment agencies must ensure public awareness 
of  the SOPs. The next status report must carry 
state-wise and bank-wise data on grievances 
registered/disposed and amounts restored, the 
bench said. States without Cyber Crime Coor-
dination Centres must operationalise them in 
four weeks and adopt the e-Zero FIR mecha-
nism with I4C’s assistance. 

The Inter-Departmental Committee (IDC) 
must issue awareness directions, consult banks 
on preventive technology, examine shared lia-
bility, victim compensation, and lowering CBI’s 
`10-crore threshold, the bench said. 

‘AP enters economic transformation phase’
S  V I S W A N A T H  @ Vijayawada

“ANDHRA Pradesh is embark-
ing on a new phase of  economic 
transformation, driven by 
large-scale investments, infra-
structure development, region-
al economic hubs and welfare 
programmes aimed at creating 
jobs, enhancing incomes and 
making the State a globally 
competitive investment desti-
nation,” says Chief  Minister N 
Chandrababu Naidu.

Giving details of  the progress 
report and financial situation 
of  Andhra Pradesh during 
2024-26 through a PowerPoint 

presentation at the Secretariat 
on Tuesday, the Chief  Minister 
said the State has secured in-
vestment commitments worth 
`23 lakh crore, while projects 
valued at ̀ 11.37 lakh crore have 
already been grounded, laying 
the foundation for nearly 10 
lakh jobs.

The government has fast-
tracked the construction of  
Amaravati with secured fund-
ing of  `40,887 crore, and expe-
dited the Polavaram Irrigation 
Project with the aim of  dedicat-
ing Phase-I to the nation by 
March 2027, he said.

The proposed Amaravati 

Economic Region, Visakhapat-
nam and Tirupati Economic 
Regions are expected to attract 
investments of  over `20 lakh 
crore, and create around 20 
lakh job opportunities.

He announced an integrated 
horticulture development plan 
worth `1 lakh crore for Rayala-
seema. Stressing that welfare 
and development are comple-
mentary, Naidu said the gov-
ernment has spent `1.49 lakh 
crore on welfare schemes while 
simultaneously investing in 
ports, airports and industries 
to ensure sustainable and in-
clusive economic growth  P4

Achieve  
15% growth 
rate: Naidu
Presenting the 
progress report, 
Chief Minister  
Chandrababu 
Naidu said 
everyone should 
extend their 
cooperation to 
achieve a 15 per 
cent growth rate 
to establish a 
healthy, wealthy 
and happy 
Andhra Pradesh

CM to hand MLA quarters to GAD on Aug 13 
Vijayawada: Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu will formally 
hand over the newly completed multi-storey residential 
quarters for MLAs and MLCs in the capital region Amaravati       
to the General Administration Department (GAD) on August 
13, Municipal Administration and Urban Development Minister 
P Narayana announced on Tuesday, along with his Cabinet 
colleagues Anagani Satya Prasad and S Savitha | P4

`100 cr Ayush institute for Guntur dist 
Vijayawada: Andhra Pradesh is set to establish a premier 
Central Research Institute of Yoga and Naturopathy (CRIYN) 
with an investment of `100 crore at Nadimpalem, Prathipadu 
mandal near Guntur, Health Minister Y Satya Kumar Yadav 
announced on Tuesday. An official team from the Ministry of 
Ayush inspected and approved the proposed 15.03-acre site on 
Tuesday. The institute, equipped with a 100-bed hospital, is 
scheduled to commence full operations by 2028 | P3
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PAK RAMPS UP ARTILLERY 
MUSCLE WITH CHINESE SH-15s
J A V A R I A  R A N A  @ New Delhi

PAKISTAN is expanding its Chi-
nese artillery inventory on a 
previously unreported scale, 
having more than doubled its 
SH-15 procurement to over 500 
155 mm self-propelled howitzers, 
with more than 200 already in-
ducted into service, as it rebuilds 
and strengthens the artillery 
arm it relied on during Opera-
tion Sindoor, sources in the de-
fence and security establish-
ment told this newspaper.

More than 200 of  the truck-
mounted 155 mm/52-calibre 
guns supplied by Chinese de-
fence major NORINCO have al-
ready entered service, allowing 
the Pakistan Army to raise 
around 12 artillery regiments, 
each comprising 18 guns organ-
ised into three batteries of  six 
guns, the sources said. Before 
this, only a 2019 contract for 236 
SH-15 guns had been publicly 
documented.

The inductions, however, have 
not translated into a matching 
forward deployment. “A sizeable 
number have been kept in re-
serve. The figure of  250 guns 
along the border being cited is a 
projected inventory, not the ac-
tual forward posture,” a source 
clarified.

During Operation Sindoor, Pa-
kistan employed Chinese-origin 
artillery systems including in 

cross-border firing targeting ci-
vilian areas in Rajouri and 
Poonch, according to Indian of-
ficials. Islamabad has since ac-
celerated its artillery moderni-
sation, with the SH-15 emerging 
as the backbone of  its future 
self-propelled gun fleet.

The SH-15 is claimed as an ex-
port variant of  the Chinese Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army’s PCL-181 
mounted howitzer. Mounted on a 
6x6 Shaanxi high-mobility truck 
chassis, the “shoot-and-scoot” 
artillery system has claimed 
speed of  up to 90 kmph and can 
fire NATO-standard 155 mm am-
munition to ranges of  about 40 
km. Additionally, rocket-assisted 
projectiles reportedly extend its 

reach beyond 50 km. Deliveries 
under the original contract be-
gan in January 2022.

Sources added that Pakistan 
has also secured transfer of  
technology (ToT) from China,
paving the way for eventual 
manufacture of  the SH-15 at 
Heavy Industries Taxila.

India’s artillery modernisa-
tion, meanwhile, continues to lag 
on timelines. The defence minis-
try signed a ̀ 6,900-crore contract 
in March last year with Bharat 
Forge and Tata Advanced Sys-
tems for 307 Advanced Towed Ar-
tillery Gun Systems (ATAGS), 
developed by DRDO. Deliveries 
are yet to begin, with the first 
regiment of  18 guns expected to 
enter service only around Febru-
ary 2027 after completion of  man-
datory product-model trials.

With a strike range of  nearly 
48 km, the ATAGS will progres-
sively replace the ageing 105 mm 
Indian Field Guns and 130 mm 
M-46 guns across 15 regiments.

Until then, the K9 Vajra-T re-
mains the Army’s only self-pro-
pelled 155 mm artillery system 
fielded in significant numbers, 
alongside the Dhanush and Sha-
rang towed guns and the Pinaka 
multi-barrel rocket launcher 
system. The Army also ordered 
another 100 K9 Vajra-T guns 
from Larsen & Toubro in De-
cember 2024, adding to the 100 
already in service.

Many howitzers in reserve
While several reports suggested 
that around 250 SH-15 guns are 
deployed opposite India, a sizeable 
number remain in reserve, with the 
250 figure reflecting Pakistan’s 
projected inventory rather than its 
actual deployment along the Line 
of Control, sources said

Udhaya arrested, 
released after 
tense standoff
HC orders bail on same day in ‘vulgar remark’ 
case, 20K DMK cadre detained across TN

I will not be 
threatened by 
such arrests.  
They have 
accused me of 
saying what I did 
not speak

Udhayanidhi Stalin

Udhayanidhi Stalin being arrested from his Chennai residence on Tuesday |  P JAWAHAR

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Chennai

TAMIL NADU was caught in a tense standoff  for 
12 hours as Leader of  the Opposition Udhayani-
dhi Stalin was arrested from his residence in 
Chennai and taken to Thanjavur for questioning, 
before being released by the police on Tuesday. 
The arrest came a day after he allegedly made a 
“double-meaning” remark alluding to a popular 
actor at a protest meeting for Cauvery water in 
Thanjavur on Monday. Following 90 minutes of  
questioning at the Sengipatti police station, Ud-
hayanidhi was granted station bail around 8.15 
pm as ordered by the Madras High Court.

The police action came on a complaint filed at 
the Thanjavur East Police Station by Bairavi 
Shankar Raman, TVK’s Central District Wom-
en’s Wing organiser for Thanjavur. Udhayanidhi 
was booked under nine sections of  BNS, Tamil 
Nadu Prohibition of  Harassment of  Women 
Act, and Information Technology Act, 2000. 

Tension began with the arrival of  a joint team 
of  the Thanjavur Town East and the Neelanka-
rai police (Chennai) around 8 am at Udhayani-
dhi’s residence in Neelankarai. Senior DMK 
leaders including former ministers and his 
brother-in-law Sabareesan were present when 
the police arrived.

Meanwhile, the DMK moved the Madras High 
Court seeking anticipatory bail. Even as Justice 
GK Ilanthiraiyan had initially directed that no 
action should be taken till the case is to be heard 
at noon, Udhayanidhi was arrested around 11 
am and taken to Thanjavur in a police van. The 
arrest triggered protests by hundreds of  cadre 
and functionaries, which the police brought to 
an end using force.

“I will not be threatened by such arrests,” Ud-
hayanidhi told reporters, while being taken in 
the police van, terming the arrest a diversion 
tactic of  the ruling TVK to evade responsibility 
over the Cauvery crisis and Mekedatu project. 
“They have accused me of  saying what I did not 
speak,” he said. Asked if  the arrest amounted to 
political vendetta, he said, “I don’t think they 
have so much brain. They are a bunch of  idiots.” 
In a statement, DMK president MK Stalin termed 
the arrest politically motivated and stated that 
“arrogance paves the way for destruction”. 

Amidst protests at nearly 400 places across the 
state, including processions, road blockades and 
burning of  CM C Joseph Vijay’s effigy that re-
sulted in the police detaining nearly 20,000 cad-
re. The LoP reached Thanjavur around 6.30pm. 
In view of  a huge gathering of  party workers at 
Thanjavur, police brought Udhayanidhi to Sen-
gipatti police station, which is about 27 km away 
from the town, for questioning. 

Condemning the arrest, DMK MPs staged a 
protest in New Delhi.  

Timeline of 
Arrest

7.00 am 
Thanjavur and 
Neelankarai 
police arrive at 
Udhayanidhi’s  
ECR residence

10.30 am 
HC asks cops not to 
take action against 
Udhayanidhi until 
anticipatory bail 
petition is heard  
at 12 pm

11.00 am 
Amid protest by 
cadre, police arrest 
Udhayanidhi, escort 
him to Thanjavur

12.00 pm 
Hearing delayed 
as case papers had 
not reached HC

2.15 pm 
HC directs police to 
release Udhayanidhi 
on Tuesday itself  
on station bail

6.45 pm 
Udhayanidhi 
taken to Sengipatti 
police station for 
questioning due to 
huge gathering of 
cadre in Thanjavur

8.15 pm 
Udhayanidhi leaves 
police station after 
90 minutes of 
questioning

Hasina will hold her first interaction with  press 
on Wednesday evening, two years after she fled 
Dhaka following the collapse of her government

NO INVOLVEMENT FROM INDIAN SIDE: MEA
■  “The interaction is being organised by a private media entity. India 

has no involvement in it, neither does it endorse views that may be 
expressed at the forum,” MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said

■  Hasina’s son Sajeeb Wazed Joy and other Awami League leaders 
including Shakib Al Hasan are likely to speak at the conference

RESPONSE TO BANGLADESH SEEKING CLARITY
Dhaka on Monday sought a clarification from the Indian side on Hasina’s 
planned press meet, with Prime Minister Tarique Rahman’s (L) foreign 
affairs adviser M Humayun Kabir saying that the public interaction from 
Indian soil could definitely undermine the positive momentum witnessed 
in the bilateral ties between the two nations in recent months

INDIA DISTANCES ITSELF FROM 
HASINA’S PLANNED PRESS EVENT Aug 5, 2024

IS WHEN SHEIKH HASINA, 78, CAME TO 
INDIA AFTER FLEEING DHAKA

17 injured as AI flight suffers mid-air altitude drop
S  L A L I T H A  @ New Delhi

A total of  17 people, including 
four cabin crew members, on 
an Air India flight from Phuket 
to Delhi, sustained injuries on 
Tuesday when the plane suf-
fered a sudden loss in altitude 
while cruising at 36,000 feet. 

The aircraft with 137 passen-
gers, including three infants,
and eight crew members, land-
ed safely at Delhi’s Indira Gan-
dhi International Airport 
around 11 am. 

The Airbus A320 aircraft 
was grounded by aviation reg-
ulator DGCA, which has 

launched a probe.   
One of  the crew members 

sustained severe injuries in 
the sudden fall which sent the 
plane down by 300 feet, said a 
DGCA source. The aircraft is 
believed to have suffered sub-
stantial damages.

The AI 2379 took off  at 8.27 

am (local time) from Phuket 
and landed at Delhi’s T3 at 
11.07 am, 43 minutes before 
schedule. A DGCA official at-
tributed the accident involving 
AI 2379 bearing the registra-
tion VT-EXO to “a suspected 
transient technical fault”.

A source at Delhi airport 

said the incident occurred out-
side the Indian airspace prob-
ably around 10.30 am (India 
time).  

In a statement, the airline 
said, “AI 2379 experienced a 
sudden loss of  altitude during 
cruise.  After the event, the air-
craft continued normally.” 
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Women-owned MSMEs generate over 41L jobs
Manufacturing enterprises in Andhra Pradesh increased from 9,357 to 75,432 in last five years, says MSME Ministry

U S H A  P E R I  @ Visakhapatnam

EMPLOYMENT reported by 
women-owned manufacturing 
MSMEs in Andhra Pradesh has 
grown more than 30-fold over the 
past five years, rising from 
1,31,949 in 2021-22 to 
41,05,039 in 2025-26, ac-
cording to data tabled in 
the Rajya Sabha. 

During the period, 
the number of  regis-
tered women-owned man-
ufacturing enterprises in-
creased from 9,357 to 75,432, 
reflecting the growing participa-
tion of  women entrepreneurs in 
the State’s formal manufactur-
ing sector.

The figures, released by the 

Ministry of  Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises in response 
to a Rajya Sabha question on 
women-owned manufacturing 
MSMEs, show that registrations 
rose from 9,357 in 2021-22 to 

16,254 in 2022-23 before increas-
ing sharply to 96,264 in 

2023-24. Registrations 
peaked at 2,69,068 in 2024-
25 before standing at 
75,432 in 2025-26.

Employment reported 
by these enterprises also 

recorded a steady increase 
over the years. It rose from 
1,31,949 in 2021-22 to 1,65,774 in 
2022-23, 2,90,595 in 2023-24, and 
12,27,899 in 2024-25, before reach-
ing 41,05,039 in 2025-26.

The data indicates that wom-

en-owned manufacturing enter-
prises are playing an increas-
ingly  impor tant  role  in 
employment generation in And-
hra Pradesh. The increase in for-
mal registrations and reported 
workforce also reflects the ex-
panding presence of  women en-

trepreneurs in the manufactur-
ing sector.

However, the data also points 
to a rise in the number of  wom-
en-owned manufacturing MS-
MEs that have closed. According 
to the Ministry of  MSMEs, nine 
enterprises closed in 2021-22, fol-
lowed by 31 in 2022-23, 52 in 2023-
24, 132 in 2024-25, and 226 in 2025-
26.

Although the number of  clo-
sures remains small in compari-
son with the total number of  
registered enterprises, the up-
ward trend highlights the need 
to strengthen support mecha-
nisms for women entrepreneurs 
to ensure business sustainabili-
ty beyond registration.

The Centre said it supports 

women-led enterprises through 
the Credit Guarantee Scheme 
for Micro and Small Enterprises 
(CGTMSE), which facilitates col-
lateral-free loans through mem-
ber lending institutions. Women 
entrepreneurs are also eligible 
for higher subsidies under the 
Prime Minister’s Employment 
Generation Programme, imple-
mented through the Khadi and 
Village Industries Commission.

Under PMEGP, women fall un-
der the special category and are 
eligible for a 35% margin money 
subsidy for projects in rural ar-
eas, and 25% in urban areas, 
while their required beneficiary 
contribution is 5% of  the project 
cost, compared with 10% for gen-
eral-category beneficiaries.

GROWTH AT A GLANCE 

Year No. of women 
employed in MSMEs

2021-22 1,31,949 

2022-23 1,65,774 

2023-24 2,90,595 

2024-25 12,27,899 

2025-26 41,05,039

Revanth punished DCP for registering  
case against Meta head, alleges Kishan

K’taka to focus on 
menstrual health
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru

THE Karnataka government 
plans to introduce a dedicated 
Women’s Health Policy, focusing 
on menstrual health, menopause 
and preventive healthcare. 
Health and Family Welfare Min-
ister UT Khader announced this 
at a discussion on ‘Healthy Men-
opause, Healthy Women, Healthy 
Family’ at Arogya Soudha on 
Tuesday. 

TN XI Battalion SI and head 
constable suspended for graft
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E @ Tirunelveli

BASED on the findings of  a DIG-
level inquiry panel regarding al-
leged collection of  bribe for 
sanctioning of  leave to person-
nel, forging signatures and fake 
mess bills, the Armed Police ad-
ministration on Tuesday sus-
pended a sub-inspector and a 
head constable, and transferred 
three constables attached to the 
D Company of  the Tamil Nadu 

Special Police XI Battalion lo-
cated in Tirunelveli. Additional 
Director General of  Police for 
the Armed Police Dr R Dhinaka-
ran, who confirmed the suspen-
sion, said that most of  the alle-
gations were found to be true.

According to sources, sub-in-
spector Ramesh and head con-
stable Balasubramanian have 
been placed under suspension, 
while three constables have been 
transferred. 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad 

ASSERTING that filing com-
plaints against those posting ob-
jectionable content against 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
is a constitutional right, Union 
Coal & Mines Minister G Kishan 
Reddy on Tuesday alleged that 
the Telangana government had
punished a police officer for act-
ing in accordance with the law.

Addressing the media in New 
Delhi, Kishan claimed that the 
state government transferred 
DCP Anand Babu after he regis-
tered a case against Meta over 
objectionable posts targeting the 
Prime Minister. 

Claiming that Chief  Minister 

A Revanth Reddy had “pun-
ished” the officer for discharg-
ing his duty, he alleged that the 
transfer was carried out at the 
behest of  Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi. 

“The BRS govern-
ment misused power 
to illegally tap phones 
of  politicians and ce-
lebrities. The present 
Congress government 
too is following a simi-
lar trend,” he said.

He also accused the 
social media platforms of  “act-
ing arbitrarily and undermin-
ing India’s democratic system”.

Referring to the latest develop-
ment in Tamil Nadu, he said: 
“An opposition leader has been 

arrested there for making objec-
tionable remarks against the 
chief  minister. In Telangana, of-
ficials who registered cases over 
offensive posts were being pun-

ished. Will the Con-
gress gover nment 
adopt same approach 
if  objectionable re-
marks were made 
a g a i n s t  R a h u l 
Gandhi?”

On the allocation of  
P r a k a s a m  K h a n i 
Open Cast (PKOC) dip 

side coal block to Singareni Col-
lieries Company Limited (SCCL), 
he said that the Centre had allo-
cated three coal blocks to Sin-
gareni, including the Manuguru 
PKOC block.

AP gets `19,619 crore 
under SASCI scheme
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

ANDHRA Pradesh has achieved 
a significant milestone in mobi-
lising capital investment sup-
port from the Government of  
India. Under the leadership of  
Chief  Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu, the State has secured 
`19,619 crore under the Special 
Assistance to States for Capital 
Investment scheme in just two 
and a half  years. This is 72% 
higher than the `11,386 crore re-
ceived by the previous YSRCP 
government under the same 
scheme between 2020 to 2024. It 
is interesting to note that the fig-
ures were officially placed be-
fore Parliament by the Union 
Ministry of  Finance in a re-
sponse to a question listed by YS-
RCP MP PV Mithun Reddy.

The achievement reflects the 
present government’s emphasis 
on fiscal discipline, timely 
project preparation and efficient 
i m p l e m e n t at i o n .  A n d h r a 

Pradesh has consistently se-
cured higher allocations by sub-
mitting eligible capital invest-
ment proposals and ensuring 
faster execution, enabling the 
State to access significantly 
greater financial resources for 
infrastructure development.

According to the Union Gov-
ernment’s reply in Parliament, 
Andhra Pradesh has received 
`31,005.47 crore under the SASCI 
scheme since 2020-21. Of  this, 
`19,619 crore has been released 
during the tenure of  the present 
TDP-led government, including 
`7,901.56 crore in 2024-25, 
`8,289.61 crore in 2025-26 and 
`3,428.14 crore during 2026-27 
(till August 1, 2026).

The Special Assistance to 
States for Capital Investment 
(SASCI) scheme provides 50-year 
interest-free capital loans to 
States for capital expenditure. 
As per the Union government, 
assistance is released expedi-
tiously once States submit com-
plete project proposals.

Food adulterators booked for ‘culpable homicide’
Hyderabad: For the first time, Hyderabad police have invoked Section 110 
of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (attempt to commit culpable homicide) 
in a food adulteration case after seizing more than 25 tonnes of 
adulterated spices allegedly mixed with hazardous chemicals during raids. 
Three persons — Rahul Bhati, Vishal Panwar and Dulichand Kachhawar, 
all residents of the city— were arrested following the operation conducted 
by the Hyderabad Food Adulteration Surveillance Team (H-FAST)

(Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala - 147001. 
Corporate Identity Number: UP0109PB2010SGC033813, Website : www.pspcl.in

(Contact No. 96461-01116)
Tender Enquiry No. 27/GCD/LDH/TS/PSPCL/2026  Dated 05.08.2026
ASE/Grid Construction, opp. PAU Gate No. 1, PSPCL, Ludhiana invites short Term 
e-Tender for Outsourcing of 2 no. Augmentation of PTF (including matching work) 
related works on partial turnkey mode under RDSS scheme under Grid Construction 
Division, Ludhiana under Grid Construction Circle, Ludhiana.
For detailed NIT & Tender Specifications please refer to http://eproc.punjab.gov.in 
from 05.08.2026 (01:00 PM onwards).

NOTE: Corrigendum & amendments, if any, will be published online at  
http://eproc.punjab.gov.in
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