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SATURDAY, JUL. 25

RISE 06:13 SET 18:44

RISE 15:26 SET 02:23

SUNDAY, JUL. 26

RISE 06:13 SET 18:44

RISE 16:18 SET 03:13

MONDAY, JUL. 27

RISE 06:13 SET 18:44

RISE 17:08 SET 04:05
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify
and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy
themselves about the veracity of an advertise-
ment before responding to any published in
this newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the
Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not
vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can the
Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s,
Employees of this newspaper/company be held
responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever
for any claims and/or damages for advertise-
ments in this newspaper.

T
he Kerala Universi-
ty found itself
mired in controver-

sy after identical questions
were found repeated in dif-
ferent sections of the MA
History fourth-semester
examination paper on ‘His-
tory of Freedom Move-
ment in India’. 

The issue came to light
after a section of students
pointed out that three
questions appearing in
Part A of the question pap-
er were repeated in Part B.
The duplication e�ectively

reduced the number of un-
ique questions available to
students.

Authorities stance
University authorities in-
itially defended the ques-
tion paper by claiming that
students had su�cient
choices in both sections
and therefore were not dis-
advantaged. 

According to the expla-
nation, candidates were re-
quired to answer only a
speci�ed number of ques-
tions from each part, the-
reby making the repetition
inconsequential. While
they had to answer three

out of �ve questions in Part
A, only �ve out of the eight
questions in Part B had to
be attempted, they
claimed.

Lapse in preparation
However, the explanation
drew criticism from va-
rious sections, who main-
tained that the duplication
re�ected a lapse in the
question paper prepara-
tion process. 

The Department of His-
tory on Friday submitted
an explanation to Kerala
University Vice-Chancellor
in-charge Mohanan Kun-
nummal, in which it reiter-

ated that the additional
choices meant students
did not face any di�culty
during the examination.
The department also re-
portedly claimed that no
student has submitted any
complaint regarding the
examination.

Detailed inquiry
However, the Vice-Chan-
cellor, treating the matter
as a serious lapse, has di-
rected the university’s Syn-
dicate Standing Committee
on Examinations to con-
duct a detailed inquiry and
submit a report at the ear-
liest. 

KU faces scrutiny over same
questions for semester exam 
Three questions appearing in Part A of MA History fourth semester question paper were repeated

in Part B. Duplication e�ectively reduced the number of unique questions available to students
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appointed by the govern-
ment to submit proposals
regarding turning the Col-
lege of Engineering, Thiru-
vananthapuram (CET) into
a constituent college under
the APJ Abdul Kalam
Technological University
(KTU) will submit its report
only after detailed discus-
sions, the panel has
informed.

Addressing growing
concerns among a section
of students and faculty
members, Kerala State
Higher Education Council
vice-chairperson Achuth-

sankar S. Nair, who is also
the committee chairper-
son, stated that numerous
speculative reports and va-
rying interpretations re-
garding the proposal have
been circulating even be-
fore the panel has held its
�rst o�cial meeting.

Seeks additional time
He assured all stakeholders
that the committee would
move forward only after
holding thorough consulta-
tions with everyone asso-
ciated with CET. 

To ensure this process is
given due diligence, the
chairperson has formally
requested the State govern-
ment for additional time to

conduct such extensive
discussions.

The members of the
academic community, or-
ganisational representa-
tives and other people are
invited to submit their
views, feedback and sug-
gestions directly to the
committee chairperson via
email at
vc.kshec@kerala.gov.in.

Meanwhile, Higher Edu-
cation Minister Roji M.
John emphasised that both
KTU and CET are equally
important institutions, and
that the government would
hold consultations with all
stakeholders before adopt-
ing a decision that is broad-
ly acceptable. 

Report on CET constituent
college proposal only after
detailed discussions: panel 
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from Deutsche Bahn (DB),
Germany’s state-owned na-
tional railway company, vi-
sited the Indian Institute of
Infrastructure and Con-
struction (IIIC) in Kollam to
explore international col-
laborations in skilled work-
force development. The 13-
member delegation from
Berlin included senior re-
presentatives from
Deutsche Bahn, its subsidi-
aries such as DB Engineer-
ing & Consulting GmbH
and DB Rail Academy, as
well as key industry sup-
pliers and project partn-
ers. As one of the world’s
premier railway operators
employing nearly
3,00,000 people globally,
DB manages Germany’s ex-
tensive passenger and
freight networks, infras-
tructure maintenance, and
international railway
projects.

The visit comes in the
wake of Germany launch-
ing an ambitious €100-bil-
lion railway modernisation
initiative. To execute this
massive infrastructure up-
grade, Deutsche Bahn anti-
cipates recruiting approxi-
mately 22,000 skilled
technical professionals.
“Recognising India as a vi-
tal hub for high-quality
technical talent, the Ger-
man railway giant has been
surveying leading skill de-
velopment institutions
across various States, with
a strong focus on Kerala, to
establish sustainable re-
cruitment pipelines,” said
IIIC o�cials. To ful�l the
requirements of this pro-
posed partnership, the IIIC
plans to construct a dedi-
cated 150-metre German
railway track model on its
campus. This specialised
infrastructure will o�er
trainees hands-on, indus-
try-aligned practical in-
struction tailored to Euro-
pean railway standards. 

Deutsche
Bahn
delegation
visits IIIC 
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The Left Democratic Front
(LDF) has intensi�ed its
campaign against the Unit-
ed Democratic Front (UDF)
government over the al-
leged reduction in deve-
lopment funds for local
self-government institu-
tions, with the Kannur dis-
trict panchayat claiming
that ₹12.73 crore has been
cut from its development
allocation, disrupting wel-
fare schemes and develop-
ment projects.

The LDF district com-
mittee has announced
marches to local body of-
�ces on August 1 and 3 to
protest the alleged reduc-
tion in Plan funds.

The district panchayat’s
governing body unani-
mously passed a resolution
seeking the immediate res-
toration of funds, stating
that the �nancial cuts had
jeopardised development
and welfare activities
across the district.

Grant withdrawn
The district panchayat al-
leged that the government
cut ₹3.61 crore from pro-
jects already included in
the 2026-27 Budget and ap-
proved by the District Plan-
ning Committee. It also
claimed that ₹9.11 crore,
sanctioned as Finance
Commission Grant for
2025-26, which had been
included in the new Bud-
get, was withdrawn, taking

the total cut to ₹12.73 crore.
District panchayat presi-

dent Binoy Kurian said the
�nancial crisis had disrupt-
ed welfare schemes, in-
cluding the distribution of
motorised tricycles for per-
sons with disabilities, the
supply of medicines to hos-
pitals, and the payment of
employee salaries.

He warned that the re-
duction of the Finance
Commission Grant would
also a�ect sanitation and
waste management activi-
ties and delay develop-
ment works scheduled for
the �rst four months of the
�nancial year. 

Meanwhile, escalating
the issue politically, the
LDF district committee al-
leged that the UDF govern-
ment had drastically re-
duced Plan funds for local
bodies.

Reduced allocation
‘The LDF claimed that
while the previous govern-
ment’s �nal Budget had
earmarked ₹692 crore for
Local Self-Government in-
stitutions, the UDF govern-
ment reduced the alloca-
tion to ₹177 crore,
amounting to a cut of ₹515
crore.

It alleged that the reduc-
tion had pushed local bo-
dies into a �nancial crisis,
leaving little scope for de-
velopment after meeting
mandatory expenditures
such as the LIFE housing
scheme and honorarium
for anganwadi workers.

LDF alleges massive
cut in local body
development funds
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As the row over a commu-
nication from KFON (Kera-
la Fibre Optic Network),
the State government’s In-
ternet service provider, to
the General Education de-
partment asking schools to
bear service charges asso-
ciated with KFON Internet
connectivity continues,
teachers’ organisations
have criticised the
decision.

KFON authorities had
informed the department
by email that schools
should intimate KFON if
they want to retain the
connection and pay the re-
lated service charges.
Schools have not made
payment for KFON connec-
tivity bills till now, says the
email.

The Kerala School
Teachers’ Association

(KSTA) and the All Kerala
School Teachers’ Union
highlight that Internet ser-
vices are needed in schools
not only for academic but
administrative work too.
The government should be
paying the KFON bills of at
least government schools.

Digital resources used
Classrooms in schools are
mostly high-tech and use
digital resources on the go-
vernment’s Samagra portal
such as videos, audios,
puzzles for e�ective learn-
ing. Schools also use soft-
ware and websites decided
by the government to
maintain student data,
scholarships, eo�ce, and
teachers’ salaries. Moreov-
er, Kerala has scored high
on various school surveys
and rankings owing to In-
ternet connectivity in
schools and the bridging of
digital divide. All this will

be impacted if free service
in schools is discontinued,
they argue. KFON argues
its services are not provid-
ed free for any o�ce. The
service charges for schools
are not a newly imposed �-
nancial liability, and from
the inception of the pro-
ject, it has been stipulated
that government and aided
schools should bear the
service charges. Delays in
remittance of the charges
has led to accumulation of
outstanding dues over the
past two years.

However, head teachers
and Principals of schools
contend that they are not
aware of reasons behind
KFON’s argument. What
they do know is that free
Internet service was to be
provided to schools
through KFON.

KFON services are cur-
rently available in around
6,000 of the 15,000-plus

schools in the State. In ma-
ny schools, Internet con-
nections have been provid-
ed but the service is not
smooth. Where repeated
complaints have not yield-
ed results, other service
providers are used to en-
sure Internet connectivity.
At times, teachers use per-
sonal data connections to
teach in class.

Some heads of institu-
tions say it is cheaper to
use other service providers
than KFON. Also, KFON
con�guration has not been
completed in some
schools. Head teachers or
Principals say they often
end up paying for Internet
connections because it is
not always practical for lo-
cal bodies to use their
funds to pay the bills of
schools. In some cases, the
local bodies have not reim-
bursed the institution
heads for the bills paid.

School authorities, teachers in State
upset over KFON’s decision on bills
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The Kerala State Coopera-
tive Bank (Kerala Bank) will
soon roll out a low-interest
loan scheme for enabling
students to purchase lap-
tops and tablets for their
educational needs. Under
the ‘Gen Z Tech Loan,’
open to undergraduate
students and upwards, the
bank will o�er up to ₹1 lakh
on 6.99% interest with a
30-month repayment pe-
riod. The parent of the stu-
dent applicant is required
to be a guarantor.

Those availing the loan
will also be o�ered a .5%
reduction in the interest
rate on educational loan,
bank president P. Moha-
nan and other senior o�-
cials said at a press confe-
rence here on Friday. The
scheme will be formally
launched at Kakkanad on

July 27. In the coming
months, the Kerala Bank is
also planning to conduct a
meeting of expatriate Kera-
lites in Kozhikode and an
‘IT meet’ in Kochi as part of
placing added focus on
these sectors, Mr. Moha-
nan said. The dates will be
announced in due course,
he said.

Growth in business
The bank’s total business
has grown from
₹1,01,204.41 crore to
₹1,28,697 crore, placing it
�fth among banks in Kerala
is terms of the size of busi-
ness. In the 2025-26 �scal
alone, the bank registered
a growth of ₹7,700 crore.
Loan disbursal in 2025-26
rose by 43% to ₹33,900
crore over the previous �s-
cal. Over the past two �s-
cals, loans worth ₹3,005
crore were issued to
51,300 Micro, Small and

Medium Enterprises
(MSME). Total deposits
have risen to ₹75,457 crore
and credit to ₹53,240
crore.

On whether the bank’s
CPI(M)-led management
would change with the
Congress-led UDF govern-
ment coming to power in
Kerala, the bank manage-
ment had no such qualms,
Mr. Mohanan said. The
bank has a cordial leader-
ship with the government,
he said. “The Kerala Bank
has a legally and democrat-
ically elected board of di-
rectors. Neither does the
bank traverse an isolated
path in its growth. It has a
system that moves togeth-
er with the RBI, NABARD
and the State government,”
he said. Kerala Bank vice-
president T.V. Rajesh and
chief executive o�cer Jorty
M. Chacko were among
those present.

Kerala Bank to roll out ‘Gen Z
Tech’ student loan scheme 
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