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Won’t take ryots’ land before 
fixing relief, govt tells HC

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E   @  B e n g a l u r u

THE High Court of  Karnataka on Tuesday re-
corded the state government’s assurance that it 
will not take possession of  the lands belonging to 
farmers in Hosur village until compensation is 
determined under the ongoing land acquisition 
proceedings for the proposed Greater Bengaluru 
Integrated Township Project at Bidadi in Ben-
galuru South District.

A writ petition was filed by 14 farmers of  Ho-
sur village questioning the acquisition of their 
agricultural lands for the proposed township 
project. The petitioners have contended that the 
authorities have failed to comply with the manda-
tory provisions of  the Right to Fair Compensa-
tion and Transparency in Land Acquisition, Re-
h a b i l i t a t i o n  a n d 
Resettlement Act, 2013, be-
fore initiating acquisition 
proceedings.

Appearing for the farm-
ers, advocate MH Prakash 
argued that the statutory 
requirements under the 
2013 Land Acquisition Act 
were not followed before 
issuing the acquisition 
notifications.

During the hearing, Jus-
tice R Nataraj questioned 
the state government whether the mandatory 
provisions of  the 2013 Land Acquisition Act had 
been complied with before proceeding with the 
acquisition.

Advocate General Shashi Kiran Shetty, ap-
pearing for the state, submitted that several oth-
er landowners had consented to the acquisition 
and that an exemption had been granted under 
Section 10A of  the 2013 Act. However, the court 
questioned whether the exemption under Sec-
tion 10A could be invoked for a rural housing or 
township project.

The Advocate General further informed the 
court that compensation had not yet been deter-
mined and that the government would not take 
possession of  the petitioners’ lands until com-
pensation was fixed.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@  B e n g a l u r u

A delegation of  farmers from 
Byramangala and Kanchuga-
ranahalli gram panchayats on 
Tuesday submitted a petition to 
Gover nor Thaawarchand 
Gehlot, urging him to halt the 
land acquisition for the pro-
posed Greater Bengaluru Inte-
grated Township (GBIT) - Bi-
dadi Township project and 
instead utilise what they 
claimed unused government 
land earmarked for the Ben-
galuru-Mysuru Infrastructure 
Corridor (BMIC) project.

The petition, submitted on 
behalf  of  farmers by Abraham 
TJ, president, Anti-Corruption 
and Environmental Forum, al-
leges that thousands of  acres 
of  government land acquired 
for the BMIC project remains 
unutilised and should be re-
claimed before any fertile agri-
cultural land is acquired for the 
proposed township.

According to the petition, of  
the 7,133 acres of  government 
land allotted for the BMIC 
project, only 376 acres had been 
utilised, leaving around 6,757 
acres unused. The petition 
claims that the 1998 high court 
order that formed the basis for 
the BMIC project was obtained 
through fraud, suppression of  
material facts and collusion. 
The farmers also opposed the 

move to acquire more than 
7,400 acres for the GBIT project, 
stating that the land supports 
agriculture, dairy farming and 
sericulture and provides liveli-
hoods to hundreds of  fami-
lies. The farmers claimed that 
they have been protesting 
against land acquisition for 
over 500 days.They said the 
township project would affect 
over five lakh fruit-bearing 
trees, besides causing long-
term environmental and eco-
logical impacts.

They urged the governor to 
direct the state government to 
verify land records, retrieve 
unutilised government land 
under the BMIC project and 
consider using it for the pro-
posed township instead of  ac-
quiring fertile farmland.

The petition sought policy 
decisions to safeguard public 
land, protect farmers from dis-
placement and ensure trans-
parency in land acquisition.

Farmers’ team urges Guv
to halt land acquisition

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Tumakuru

KARNATAKA BJP President BY Vi-
jayendra here on Tuesday urged the 
Karnataka government to immedi-
ately announce a Rs 10,000 crore spe-
cial relief  package for farmers, stat-
ing that more than 28 districts in the 
state are reeling under severe drought 
due to inadequate rainfall.

He said the state government 
should not wait for assistance from 
the Central government but must act 
immediately to support distressed 
farmers. Speaking to reporters after 
visiting the fields of  farmers in sev-
eral villages to assess the prevailing 
drought conditions, Vijayendra said 
the BJP has constituted seven study 
teams to assess the drought situation 
across Karnataka. He demanded 
that all 10 taluks of  Tumakuru dis-
trict be officially declared drought-
affected, as the district has wit-

nessed a severe rainfall deficit.
In many places, sowing has not 

commenced due to lack of  rain. In-
stead of  merely writing to the Centre 
seeking assistance, the Karnataka 
government should discharge its pri-
mary responsibility, he suggested. He 
added that the process of  seeking 
Central assistance can continue si-
multaneously. He stated that farmers 
are no longer in a financial position 
to pay their share of  the crop insur-
ance premium. Therefore, the Karna-
taka government should bear the en-
tire crop insurance premium payable 
by farmers.

‘Drinking water crisis is severe’
Vijayendra expressed concern over 
the rapidly declining water levels in 
major reservoirs, including the He-
mavathi, resulting in drying lakes 
and tanks. He said both people and 
livestock in rural areas are facing an 

acute drinking water crisis. The ex-
isting allocation of  Rs 1 crore per 
taluk is inadequate, and the govern-
ment should provide an additional Rs 
2 crore per taluk to strengthen water 
supply arrangements. He urged the 
government to ensure at least seven 
hours of  uninterrupted three-phase 
electricity supply every day to protect 
horticultural crops such as coconut, 
arecanut, and other plantations.

Reacting to statements made by 
Minister Priyank Kharge regarding 
the Civil Police recruitment exam, 
Vijayendra said, instead of  making 
arrogant statements, the govern-
ment should focus on resolving the 
issues faced by unemployed youth. 
Vijayendra said that differences be-
tween the CM Shivakumar and the 
ex-CM Siddaramaiah, along with in-
ternal power struggles within the 
Congress, are adversely affecting 
governance in Karnataka.

The damage has already been done, @PTI_News. What is 
the use of your apology? This misinformation has also been 
picked up and spread by independent content creators

Priyank Kharge, 
Minister of 
Home Affairs

Release `10,000 crore drought relief: BYV

Teenager’s death in Mandya car crash under 
suspicion; family alleges murder

MYSURU: The death of a 19-year-old woman in a car accident 
near Kommerahalli in Mandya district has taken a dramatic 

turn, with her family alleging that she was murdered and the 
incident was staged as a road accident. The deceased, 

Naveena, died in a car crash on August 2 after the vehicle 
rammed into an electric pole and overturned near 

Kommerahalli. Police said, Naveena had travelled to 
Kommerahalli Hill along with her friends Ashwini, Vishnu and 
Shivakumar. Naveena, who worked at a fruit shop in Mandya 
had informed her PG owner that she was going home before 

leaving with her friends on the evening of August 2. In a 
complaint lodged with the Mandya Rural Police, Naveena’s 

mother, Bommamma, said that her daughter was taken out 
on the pretext of celebrating a birthday. She accused the 
three friends of attempting to sexually assault Naveena, 

assaulting her fatally, and later staging the incident as a road 
accident to cover up the crime. ENS

RVCE to host first national conference, 
hackathon on computer vision
BENGALURU: In a move to boost deep-tech and artificial 
intelligence capability in the country, the Centre for 
Computer Vision Research (CCVR) at RV College of 
Engineering (RVCE) is hosting the first National Conference 
on Computer Vision (NCCV2026) between August 5 and 7. 
Alongside the conference, the first India Computer Vision 
Hackathon 2026 will also be held at the college venue. The 
three-day event will bring together bureaucrats, technology 
industry pioneers, researchers, academicians, and student 
innovators to chart the future of AI-driven vision systems 
under the core theme ‘Surveillance & Beyond: The CCTV 
Story.’ The event will be inaugurated at 10 am on August 5, 
followed by a 36-hour hackathon. “The CCVR was created to 
bridge the gap between academia and industry in deploying 
large-scale computer vision projects across India,” said 
ex-IPS officer and ex-mentor of the CCVR, Sanjay Sahay. For 
further information, contact +91 8867290836. ENS

Has the State
government checked 

whether the mandatory 
provisions of the 2013

Land Acquisition Act
had been complied 

with before proceeding 
with the acquisition?

R Nataraj, HC Judge

E X P R E S S  R E A D


