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Union Government’s commit-
ment to withdraw the FIRs
against students. “There was
some misapprehension about
whattodowith the FIRs against
the protesters. I have instruc-
tions to say that the
Government is serious about
that commitment. Those who
had criminal antecedents...
Except them, everything can
be taken care of,” Mehta said.
He said FIRs against more
than 2,700 people with
antecedents involving grave
and heinous offences would
not be withdrawn.
Mehtasaid hehad discussed
with senior advocate Vrinda
Grover the legal mechanism
for implementing the com-
mitment. Grover said theissue
was whether the cases should
be withdrawn or the FIRs
quashed. “It was about
improvementinthe education
system. These are young peo-
ple who have their lives ahead
ofthem. Even for quashing, we
have FIRs filed in Bihar, West
Bengal, Assam, UP and Delhi.
“After this has been worked
out with the States, we will
come back to this court,” she
said, adding that individual
public prosecutors seeking clo-
sureisatedious and uncertain
process. Senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan submitted
that even lawyers’ children
were beaten during the
protests. “The videos are very

Supreme Court (Number of
Judges) Amendment Bill, 2026,
the House was adjourned for
the day. The bill was listed in
the agenda almost every day
since its introduction on July
20 but could not come up for
consideration and passage.
The Government has main-
tained that an enhanced
strength is one of the most exi-
gent and viable solutions for
tackling pendency in the top
court. In May, the Union
Cabinet had cleared the bill to
increase the sanctioned
strength of the top court, but
soon thereafter the
Government brought an ordi-

Senior advocate Rebecca
John, who appeared for four of
the women, voiced surprise at
his comment and said, “How
can he come to the conclusion
that the court acquitted Brij
Bhushan Singh based onincon-
sistencies by the complainant
victims when the order is not
available. And we are all wait-
ing for the order?”

“Secondly, detailed argu-
ments had taken place where
I'had contradicted the defence
arguments to show that the
inconsistencies were minor in
nature and did not affect the
credibility of witnesses,” she
told PTI. John described the
judgement of acquittal as
“deeply, deeply disturbing”.

A beaming Singh said the
court had honourably acquit-
ted him and Tomar.

“I said on the very first day
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States can withdraw FiRs...

shocking. We have given 300
videos to the court. Sincedirec-
tions have come from the top,
the Commissioner of police
must look at all this. “Ideally,
we have identified un-uni-
formed individuals commit-
tingsuch police excess. Adirec-
tion has to go to the
Commissioner of police and
the RAF director as to why
policeused pelletgunsetc,” he
said. Sankaranarayanan said
police cannot be permitted to
act brazenly.

CJPWELCOMES SC CLARIFI-
CATION:THE CockroachJanta
Party (CJP) on Monday wel-
comed the Supreme Court’s
clarification on the withdraw-
al of FIRs against protesters,
saying it expected the Centre
and BJP/NDA-ruled States to
immediately implement the
assurances given to agitating
students under the July 25
agreement. CJP chief
spokesperson Saurav Das said
the apex court’s order had
removed the confusion over the
Government’scommitmentnot
to proceed against protesters,
except those accused in grave
and heinous offences.

“Now that the Supreme
Courthasremoved confusions,
we expect the Government of
India and all BJP/NDA-ruled
States to immediately honour
theassurances given on July 25
to the youth of this country,”
Das said in a post on X.

Bill to increase SGC judges...

nance. After the ordinance, five
judges were appointed to the
apex court based on the
upgraded sanctioned strength.

After the ordinance was
issued, thesanctioned strength
of the apex court wentup to 38
from 34, including the Chief
Justice of India.

Accordingto thebill, thevol-
ume of litigation in the
Supreme Court has constant-
lybeenontheriseduetoaper-
sistentgap between institution
and final disposal of cases in
the court.

As on January 1, this year,
there were 92,101 cases pend-
ing in the Supreme Court.

Gourt acquits Brij Bhushan...

that if the allegations are true,
I will hang myself. I am very
happy thatThave been acquit-
ted today. It is good news for
me and good news for my sup-
porters. I cannot say anything
more than that,” he said as he
emerged from the courtroom.

“For now, thisis all I can say.
I will comment further after
going through the court’s rea-
soned order,” the ex-BJP MP
added. The media was barred
from the in-camera proceed-
ings.Theallegations thatshook
the sporting world surfaced in
April-May 2023 when women
wrestlers protested at Delhi’s
Jantar Mantar, accusing Singh,
then WFI chief, of sexually
harassing women wrestlers.
Phogat, along with wrestlers
Sakshi Malik and Bajrang
Punia, was the face of the 36-
day sit-in.

Commonwealth...

(Contd from pagel)

Jaismine Lamboria carried India’s flag
atthe closing ceremonyafterwinning gold
inthewomen’s 57kg categoryboxing com-
petition. The formal handover began with
the Commonwealth Games flag making
itssymbolicjourneyacross the arena. Led
bybearersholdingthe Scottish and Indian
flags, the procession lowered the folded
Games flag. Glasgow’s Lord Provost
Jacqueline McLaren then passed it to

SECTION 498A of IPG will also
apply to live-in partners: SC

NEW DELHI, Aug 3 (PTI)

WIDENING the scope of Section
498A of the Indian Penal Code,
the Supreme Court on Monday
ruled that the provision, which
deals with cruelty by a husband
or hisrelatives, would also apply
to partners in live-in relation-
ships if an intention to marry is
proven.

Thetop courtsaid “live-inrela-
tionships” are today, more orless,
a reality -- primarily in urban
areas, whereanincreasinglylarge
section ofthe populationresides
-- and the law must adapt itself
to serve those who choose this
form.

A bench of Justices Sanjay

Rajasthan tops
list of organ
donation pledge
campaign

JAIPUR, Aug 3 (IANS)

Karol and N Kotiswar Singh said
a man in a live-in relationship
can be prosecuted for subject-
ingawomanto crueltyiftherela-
tionshipis “in the nature of mar-
riage”. Section 498A refers to a
woman’s husband orhisrelatives
subjectingherto cruelty. “Section
498A is held to be applicable to
‘live-in relationships’ that qual-
ify as relationships in the nature
of marriage’ with the intent to
marry being established as an
intrinsic part thereof;

“The ‘live-inrelationships’ pro-
tected by Section 4984, it is stat-
ed forample clarity, are those that
are between two consenting
adult individuals. The proposi-
tion of law as laid down shall be

WB STF arrests
another aide of
Jaish operative

KOLKATA, Aug 3 (PTI)

limited to Section 498AIPC only,
and this extended interpretation
shall not affect any other provi-
sion,” the bench said.

The top court said the safe-
guards against arrest and other
factors shall be strictly applied
and no person in a relationship
“in the nature of marriage” hav-
ingbeen accused of committing
cruelty against a woman, being
either the live-in partner “in the
nature of marriage” or his rela-
tive, shall be arrested without
preliminary inquiries.

The apex court said that if a
woman is in a domestic setup
even prior to marriage, the pro-
tection given to married woman
should be given to them also.

TN moves SC to secure due
share of Gauvery watep

CHENNAL Aug 3 (PTI)

THETamil Nadu Governmenton
Monday moved the Supreme
Court over the Cauvery dispute
with neighbouring Karnataka,
saying the quantum allocated to
it by the CWRC as well as that
released by its neighbour was
less. An official release here said
the Government filed a petition
in the apex court on the direc-
tions of Chief Minister C Joseph
Vijay, who discussed the matter
with senior advocates.

A Cauvery Water Regulation
Committee (CWRC) meeting
held on July 28 directed
Karnatakatorelease 3,500 cusecs
for 15 days starting July 29, an

order upheld by the CWMA lat-
er. However, the quantum of
water realised at Biligundlu
ranged between 158-550 cusecs
from July 29 to August 2, it said.

As of August 3, the combined
total storage in the reservoirs in
Karnataka--KRS, Kabini, Harangi
and Hemavathy, stood at 77.537
TMC and Karnataka would face
no difficulty in releasing Tamil
Nadu’s due share proportion-
ately. Followingrainsin the catch-
mentareasinthe KRS and Kabini
dams in Karnataka recently and
increased inflows, the propor-
tionate water to be realised at
Biligundlu (Krishnagiri district,
Tamil Nadu) should be 26.954
TMC, it said.

RAJASTHAN has been conferred
with the ‘State Award for
Excellence in Organ Donation
Awareness’ for its outstanding
contribution to promotingorgan
donation across the State.

The prestigious national hon-
our was presented during the
16thIndian Organ Donation Day
celebrations organised by the
National Organ and Tissue
Transplant Organisation (NOT-
TO) under the Union Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare.

The award recognises
Rajasthan’s exceptional per-
formanceinthe Organ Donation
Pledge Campaign, in which the
State secured the top position
nationwide by creating wide-
spread public awareness and
encouragingcitizensto pledge for
organ donation. Welcoming the
national recognition, Rajasthan
Health Minister, Gajendra Singh
Khimsar, said the award is a
proud moment for the entire
State and reflects the
Government’s sustained com-
mitment to promoting organ
donation.

Karni Sena members, Jaipur cops clash
during protest against UGC Regulations

JAIPUR, Aug 3 (PTI)

THE West Bengal Special Task Force (STF) on
Monday arrested another suspected associ-
ate of alleged Jaish-e-Mohammed operative
Hamim Mondal from Howrah in connection
with an ongoing probe into an alleged espi-
onage network, a senior officer said.

The accused, identified as Aditya Singh
alias Raj alias Raju, was apprehended from
Belilious Road in neighbouring Howrah fol-
lowing leads obtained during the interroga-
tion of Mondal and his alleged associate,
Arpita Sarkar, he said. “The latest arrest was
made based on specific leads that emerged
during the investigation. We are now focused
on identifying others linked to the alleged
network. So far we have arrested three per-
sons in this connection,” a senior STF offi-
cer said, without divulging further details.
Investigators suspect Aditya came in contact
with Mondal through an online gaming plat-
form and was subsequently drawn into the

alleged conspiracy.

According to the STF officer, Mondal
allegedly used the opportunity to brainwash
Aditya and draw him into his network.

“Mondal assigned him the task to keep a
close watch on Minister of State for Urban
Development Umesh Rai and his son. He is
suspected to have collected informationrelat-
ed to them and shared it with the accused,”

the STF official said.

Commissioner

A CLASH erupted between members
of Rashtriya Rajput Karni Sena and the
police at multiple locations in Jaipur
during their protest march demand-
ing the rollback of University Grants
Commission (UGC) Regulations 2026,
and other demands concerning the

upper caste community.

The scuffle arose after the protest-
ers,led byKarni Sena president Mahipal
Singh Makrana, marched from Ravan
Gate on Kalwar Road towards the

Collectorate Circle.

Police had put up barricades at
Kalwar Bridge to halt the rally, but
demonstrators removed them and
moved ahead, leading to a brief tussle

with the police personnel.

Similar scenes occurred at Chomu
Pulia, where protesters again pushed

past barricades amid light rain.

During the confrontation, Deputy

jostling, police said.

ing it to move ahead.

during the journey.

of Police
Prashant Kiran was also caught in the

Police used water cannons to con-
trol the crowd, even as some protest-
ers attempted to climb onto a water
cannon vehicle, officials added.

An ambulance passing through the
area was briefly stuck in the rally, but
protesters later cleared the way, allow-

Despite resistance, a large number
of demonstrators continued towards
the Collectorate Circle, where they were
scheduled to submit a memorandum
to the district administration. The ral-
lyispartofalargeragitation thatbegan
nearly24 days ago, when Makrana start-
ed a march from Jaipur to Deshnok in
Bikaner district. The “Savarna Nyay
Yatra” later returned toJaipur, with par-
ticipants continuing the mobilisation
despite Makrana reportedly falling ill

respective properties.
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SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitization and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with provison
to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that he below described
immovable properties mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the Constructive/Physical/Symbolic(Which is applicable)
possession of which has been taken by the Secured Creditor, will be sold on "Asis where is", As is what is " and " whatever there
is" on the date as mentioned in the table herein below for recovery of its dues due to the Bank/Secured Creditor from the
respective borrowers/guarantors. The reserve price and earnest money deposit will be as mentioned in the below against the

Name of Borrower/Mortgagor
Description of Secured Assets

Circle Office, Jharra Tikuriva 1st Floor,
Astha Plaza, Katni - 483501
Email : coktnsamd@pnb.bank.in

Date of E-Auction : 24-08-2026

(E-auction timings: 11.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. with an unlimited extension of 10 minutes each)

Last Date of EMD : 23-08-2026 upto 11.00 PM

THE BIDDER SHALL IMPROVE THE OFFER IN MULTIPLE OF RS.25000/- (RS.TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND ONLY)

Reserve

Price t.
Possession Dt.

EMD Amt. Due
) to Bank

Demand Notice

MPIDC vide

No.MP33712020A1001314 Dt.01/01/2020
2.EMof Part of 11 Sidguwan Industrial Area Sagar, Distt Sagar, Admeasuring 3500
Deed No.MP33712020A1001314 Dt.
01/01/2020, Boundaries : East- Plot No.8 &12, West — Road then MPEB Sub Station,
North- Open Land for Truck Parking , South — MPIDC Service Road, Property Owner :
Leased by MPIDC to Mrs. Harsha Kukreja (M/s PG Industries )

Sq.Mtr., Leased by MPIDC Vide

M/s PG Industries Through Prop. Smt. Harsha Kukreja

1. EM of immovable property situated at Plot No. 9,10, Part of 11 at Sidguwan

Industrial Area, Sagar, Distt-Sagar, Admeasuring Area : 11056.08 Sq.Mtr, leased by

Deed No. MP33712020A1050844 Dt. 21/01/2020, Sale Deed 3,44,58,000/-
3

(Symbolic Possession)

2510
@ 23-0202
38875538.18

+ interest &
other charges

®)
34,45,800/-

.M/s Hari Om Traders Proprietor Smt. Pushpa Devi Kukreja
1. EM of Commercial Land & Building situated at 106/1, 106/2 PT Halka
No.77 (New 65), Area 1086.50 Sq.Ft., Ward No.27, Mouja Sagar, Khas.
Katra Bazar, Sagar (MP), Boundaries : East-Plot & Shop of Gyanchand
Kukreja, West-Road, North- Road(Shamlati) then Market of Pinjamal, South-
House Rishabh Jain, Property Owner: Mrs. Puspha Kukreja
(Symbolic Possession)

29-11-2023

29-01-2024
®) R®)
18,00,200/- (32112817.68

interest & other charges

R)
1,80,02,000/-

2. EM of Commercial Roof at Double Story Building (Roof of 1st Floor) Entire
Portion of Open Roof above the two story house (above 1st the Floor) upto
the entire height situated in the land khasra No.106/1, 106/2, PT Halka
No.77 (New 65), Area 1650 Sq.ft., Ward No.27, Mouja-Sagar Boundaries :
East- House of Jain, West-Pushpa Kukreja, North-House Narendra Jain,
South- Houe Gyanchand Kukreja, Property Owner : Mr. Gyanchand Kukreja

(Symbolic Possession)

()
1,33,84,000/-

R)
13,38,400/-

(West)

Terms & Conditions: (1) The sale shall be subject to the terms & conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement ) Rules 2002 and to
the following further conditions. (2) The properties are being sold on ' AS IS WHERE IS BASIS and “AS IS WHAT IS BASIS” AND “ WHATEVER
THERE IS BASIS". (3) The particulars of Secured Assets specified in the Schedule herein above have been stated to the best of the information
of the Secured Creditor, but the Secured Creditor shall not be answerable for an error, misstatement or omission in this proclamation. (4) The
sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the Website https://baanknet.com on 24.08.2026. Interested
Bidders/Buyers will have to do registration on website https://baanknet.com of bank’s authorized service provider PSB Alliance and have to
transfer EMD Money in their Global EMD Wallet through online mode, well before time. If EMD amount is not available in Global EMD Wallet
then, system will not allow to place bid. For detailed terms & conditions of the sale please refer https:/{baanknet.com & www.pnb.bank.in.

Place: Katni, Date : 03.08.2026 Authorized Officer, Punjab National Bank
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19 Ministers...

general secretary
(Organisation) KCVenugopal
sent a communication to
Shivakumar regarding the
Congress high command’s
approval of 20 names to be
inducted into the Cabinet.
However, Gayathri

Shanthegowda, whose name
was on the finallist cleared by
the Congress high command,
was not sworn in on Monday,

leaving the Karnataka cabi-

netwithoutawoman Minister.
Anearlierlistincluded Bhatkal
MLA Mankala Vaidya, who

was a minister in the
Siddaramaiah cabinet, buthe
wassubsequentlyreplaced by
S S Mallikarjun, also a former
Minister.
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