
social media platforms where
they posted videos expressing
concern over the construction
quality of the multi-crore
expressway, particularly those
on the Unnao-Lucknow path.

Commuters were charged a
one-way fee of Rs 275 for car/
jeep/van. However, the annual
pass was allowed on the toll.

Gautam Vishal, chief general
manager and regional officer for
UP NHAI, announcing a series of
disciplinary and corrective
measures, said the authority ini-
tiated action not only against the
concessionaire but also against
the independent engineering
consultant and its own officials
responsible for supervision of
the project.

The NHAI issued a ‘non-per-
former’ notice to PNC Infratech,
proposing to declare the com-
pany ineligible to bid for future
NHAI projects. If the proposal is
confirmed after due process, it
could significantly affect the

company’s prospects in the high-
way sector. A show-cause notice
was also issued proposing a pen-
alty equivalent to 2% of the per-
formance security, debarment
proceedings for up to three years
against the firm’s head of pave-
ment/highways and other
responsible staff and a down-
grade of the concessionaire’s
performance rating, he added.

The NHAI also directed the
concessionaire to undertake
complete reconstruction of the
damaged stretch entirely at its
own expense. The rectification
work is estimated to cost around
₹3 crore, with no financial liabil-
ity on NHAI.

The authority removed the
construction agency’s project
manager Vivek Kumar Gupta,
independent engineer team
leader Surendra Kumar and resi-
dent engineer Yatendra Kumar
from the project and debarred
them from projects of the minis-
try of road transport and high-

 LUCKNOW: There is a likelihood
of heavy to very heavy rainfall in
the state due to monsoon activity
until Saturday. Consequently,
active monsoon conditions are
likely to prevail in the state over
the next 2 to 3 days, bringing
heavy rainfall in the next 24
hours. 

The weatherman said that
this is due to shifting of the mon-
soon trough passing near its nor-
mal position through Shahja-
hanpur, Sultanpur and influ-
enced by distinct cyclonic
circulations. 

IMD predicted a high proba-
bility of heavy rainfall (yellow
alert) in 12 districts: Farrukha-
bad, Kannauj, Kanpur Dehat,
Etah, Agra, Firozabad, Mainpuri,

Etawah, Auraiya, Jalaun, Jhansi,
Lalitpur, and surrounding
regions. With parts of UP receiv-
ing moderate to heavy rainfall,
the rain deficit in the state
reduced from 29% on Monday to

25% on Wednesday in the last 48
hours. 

Likewise, the rain deficit in
East UP reduced from 34% to
30% and West UP decreased
from 19% to 15% for this same

period, according to district-wise
seasonal rainfall distribution
data from IMD. 

UP has received 296.4 mm of
rainfall against a long period
average of 384.1 mm since June
1, a deficit of 25%. East UP
recorded 293.7 mm of rainfall
against a normal of 421.8 mm, a
deficit of 30%, and West UP
experienced 300.3 mm of rain
against a normal of 355.3 mm, a
deficit of 15%, according to IMD’s
datasheet. 

Meanwhile, Lucknow’s rain
deficit reduced sharply, from
42% on Monday to 33% on
Wednesday. Since June 1, the dis-
trict received 235.2 mm of rain-
fall against a normal of 352.5
mm as per the IMD bulletin.

Monsoon trough triggers heavy rain alert in 12 dists

Commuters move through heavy monsoon rain, in Prayagraj on  
Wednesday.                                                                                                                                        PTI

LUCKNOW: Lucknow Police on
Wednesday said four of the six
men identified in connection
with the attack on a school van
ferrying children in the Chowk
area have been taken into cus-
tody while efforts are underway
to arrest the remaining two.

Those held were identified as
Sandeep Rajput, 22, Brijesh Raj-
put, 18, Nitin, 19 and Anuj
Kumar, 19. Investigators identi-
fied all six accused by analysing
CCTV footage and videos of the
incident that went viral on social
media, the police stated in a
release.

Officials said the vehicle used
in the incident has also been
seized. An FIR had earlier been
registered at Chowk police sta-
tion on the complaint of the
school van driver. The incident
took place around 6am on
August 3, when a group of men
said to be Kanwariyas allegedly
attacked a school van carrying
seven children. HTC

ATTACK ON 
SCHOOL VAN: 4 
SUSPECTS
HELD; 2 OTHERS 
ON THE RUN

HT Correspondent

letters@htlive.com

LUCKNOW: A 21-year-old first-
year BCA student was allegedly
stabbed to death inside her
house in Lucknow’s Para area
on Wednesday afternoon,
police said, adding that a young
man found unconscious at the
scene was detained for ques-
tioning after medical treat-
ment.

Senior police officers
inspected the crime scene as a
forensic team collected evi-
dence. The woman’s body was
sent for postmortem examina-
tion.

The deceased was identified
as Smriti Pandey, a native of
Amethi who lived with her
family in Narpatkheda under
the Para police station limits.
She was a first-year BCA stu-
dent at TS Mishra College.

The man, identified as
Devansh Pathak, a resident of
Badshahkheda in Talkatora and
a classmate of the deceased,
was found unconscious in the

same room and rushed to Lok
Bandhu Hospital. After first
aid, he was taken into police
custody for questioning, deputy
commissioner of police (west)
Kamlesh Dixit said.

According to the preliminary
investigation, Smriti’s family
had travelled to their native
Amethi on Monday when
Devansh allegedly visited her
house. 

An argument reportedly
broke out between the two,
after which he allegedly
stabbed her to death.

Smriti’s father, a retired naib
subedar from the Indian Army
currently working as an NCC
instructor in Kanpur, returned
home after hearing the news
and told police that her elder
sister, Jagriti, 22, had left for
college around 9 am on
Wednesday. Jagriti returned in
the afternoon, found no one on
the ground floor, and went
upstairs calling out for her sis-
ter.

Neighbours told police they
heard sounds of a quarrel and
screams from the house
around noon but assumed it
was a private matter and did
not intervene, learning of the
murder only later.

Police recovered the knife
believed to have been used in
the crime from the spot.

Officials said a case will be
registered once a complaint is
received from the victim’s fam-
ily. 

Further legal action will
depend on the postmortem
report, forensic findings and
the ongoing investigation.

BCA student stabbed to death at home; 
classmate found unconscious, detained

Accused in police custody
SOURCED
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LUCKNOW: Harikishan Mittal,
father of UP director general of
police (DGP) Rajeev Krishna and
a former chief engineer of the UP
irrigation department, passed
away on Wednesday, at the age
of 87. His demise was widely
mourned by the administrative
and engineering fraternity and
those who knew him for his
integrity and commitment to
public service.

Born in 1938 in Meerut, Mittal
completed his early education in
his hometown before enrolling
in civil engineering at Roorkee in
1957. After graduating in 1960,
he joined the irrigation depart-
ment as an engineer and went on
to build an illustrious career
spanning over three decades.

During his distinguished ser-
vice, he made significant contri-
butions to several landmark irri-
gation and hydroelectric pro-
jects, including the Kalagarh
Dam Project, the Pilibhit–Ban-
basa Bifurcation Project and the
Tehri Power House Project.
Known for his technical excel-
lence, professional integrity and

unwavering dedication to duty,
he rose through the ranks to
retire as chief engineer of the UP
irrigation department in 1996.

After retirement, Mittal set-
tled in Lucknow’s Ashiana local-
ity, where he was respected for
his simple lifestyle, disciplined
approach and warm personality.

Chief minister Yogi Aditya-
nath visited the family’s resi-
dence in Lucknow to pay his last
respects and expressed his con-
dolences.

Mittal’s family includes his
younger son, Rajeev Krishna,
DGP, UP; daughter-in-law Meen-
akshi Singh, who serves as chief
commissioner of income tax;
elder son Sanjeev Mittal and
daughter Seema Garg.

Harikishan Mittal, father of 
UP DGP, passes away at 87

CM Yogi Adityanath pays 
tribute to Harikrishan Mittal 
at Ashiana residence SOURCED
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LUCKNOW: A 38-year-old woman
allegedly thrashed a 50-year-old
man with her slipper after he
allegedly made an objectionable
remark at her in Lucknow’s Lal-
bagh area on Wednesday.

The video of the incident has
also gone widely viral on social
media in which the woman is
seen chasing the man on the
road as crowd gathers around
them. The man is also seen fold-
ing his hands and apologising.

Responding to the viral video,
Lucknow Police said the Hazrat-
ganj police station had been
informed and was looking into
the matter. “Hazratganj police
station has been informed for
investigation and necessary
action,” the police said. Police
officials are yet to confirm the
identity of the man or whether
any formal complaint or FIR has
been registered. The allegations
made by the woman are being
verified as part of the inquiry. HTC

WOMAN 
THRASHES MAN 
OVER  
OBJECTIONABLE 
REMARK LUCKNOW: The Lucknow bench

of the Allahabad high court on
Wednesday set aside the dis-
missal order of Prof Mahrukh
Mirza, former vice-chancellor of
Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti Lan-
guage University (KMCLU), Luc-
know, and directed the univer-
sity to reinstate him with half
back wages from March 10, 2024
till date.

Pronouncing the judgment on
a writ petition filed by prof
Mirza, Justice Rajeev Singh held
that the disciplinary proceedings
were based on “conjectures and
surmises” and key charges were
not substantiated. Three charge-
sheets with 37 charges were
issued to prof Mirza between
January and May 2023. The uni-
versity’s executive council, on
March 10, 2024, held him guilty
on three counts and dismissed
him from service. 

The court rejected the univer-
sity’s preliminary objection on
maintainability of the petition.

 The court directed payment
of 50% salary. It is to be paid
within three months, the court
said. HTC

HC QUASHES 
DISMISSAL 
OF FORMER 
KMCLU VC 

IIT KHARAGPUR PANEL TO PROBE ‘DAMAGE’ 
l Toll revenue loss to be recovered from concessionaire.
l ‘Non-Performer’ notice issued to PNC Infratech; future 

bidding ban proposed.
l Show-cause notice issued over poor construction quality.
l Proposed 2% performance security penalty.
l Up to three-year debarment proposed for responsible 

company officials.
l Concessionaire’s rating may be downgraded.
l Damaged stretch to be rebuilt at PNC’s cost (about ₹3 crore).
l Entire expressway to undergo laser profilometer quality 

audit.
l IIT Kharagpur expert panel led by Prof KS. Reddy to 

investigate.
l Traffic diverted; movement remains smooth.

HT Correspondent
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LUCKNOW: Within weeks of its
grand inauguration, the newly
constructed ₹4,200-crore Luc-
know-Kanpur Expressway has
faced structural distress,
prompting National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI) to sus-
pend toll collections on Wednes-
day and initiate disciplinary
action against the concession-
aire and monitoring officials
over alleged lapses in project
execution and supervision.

The authority proposed to
declare PNC Infratech Ltd – the
concessionaire of the express-
way – a “non-performer”, mak-
ing it ineligible to participate in
future NHAI tenders. The move
follows widespread complaints
about damaged portions and
patchwork at various locations
on the 63-km-long expressway
within weeks of its inauguration
on July 13 by defence minister
Rajnath Singh and Union minis-
ter Nitin Gadkari in the presence
of chief minister Yogi Aditya-
nath.

“Till complete rectification,
toll has been suspended. No toll
will be charged from commuters
on this expressway. Recovery of
the toll loss will be done from the
concessionaire,” the NHAI said
in a statement. The action fol-
lows the report of a “slippage”
near Km 64 of the expressway
on July 26, it added.

The NHAI said traffic had
been diverted around the dam-
aged location and vehicles were
moving smoothly.

The latest damage reignited
concerns over construction qual-
ity with commuters and experts
questioning how a newly built
expressway could suffer
repeated structural distress
within weeks of its inauguration.

Several commuters took to

ways, NHAI and NHIDCL for two
years.

It also repatriated the present
project director Nakul Prakash
Verma to his parent department
and said charge sheets were
being issued against him and
former project director Saurabh
Chaurasia, under whose tenure a
substantial portion of the
expressway was constructed, for
alleged negligence in discharge
of their responsibilities.

The independent engineering
consultant responsible for
supervising construction also
came under scrutiny. NHAI initi-
ated proceedings to debar
Theme Engineering Services Pvt.
Ltd from participating in future
NHAI projects, holding it
accountable for lapses in super-
vision and quality control.

“The quality of the express-
way is excellent, but due to some
rainwater seeping inside from a
point, some depressions were
formed and they will be repaired
soon,” PNC Infratech MD Chak-
resh Jain told HT. He, however,
refused to comment on the
action taken.

As part of the corrective
measures, NHAI said it would
undertake a laser profilometer-
based assessment of the pave-
ment condition across the
project stretch and had engaged
a team of experts led by Profes-
sor KS Reddy of IIT Kharagpur
to investigate the causes of the
slippage and recommend reme-
dial measures.

Laser profilometer technology
measures pavement quality and
detects surface irregularities
with high precision. The survey
will help identify hidden defects
and determine whether further
remedial work is required
beyond the damaged section.

The committee has been
tasked with carrying out a
detailed technical investigation
into the causes of repeated pave-
ment failures, examining the
design, materials, construction
methodology, drainage and
quality control processes. The
panel will recommend correct-
ive measures.

NHAI cracks down on officials
after ‘defects’ on Lko-Knp E-way
Authority suspends toll 
collection till repairs, 
proposes ‘non-performer’ 
tag for PNC Infratech Ltd

Repair work undertaken after a road surface damage was 
reported near Korari in Unnao, barely 3 weeks after the 
expressway was opened to traffic. (Inset) The damaged portion.
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