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Gwalior: The Madhya Pradesh
Hockey Academy scripted history by
winning both the Junior and Sub-Ju-
nior titles at the 4th Hockey India Ju-
nior and Sub-Junior Women’s Acade-
my National Championship-2026,
held at the Shrimant Rajmata Vija-
yaraje Scindia Sports Complex in
Gwalior.

The academy defeated Pritam Si-
wach Hockey Academy, Sonipat, in
both finals to complete a remarkable
double. In the Sub-Junior final, the
teams were locked 2-2 in regular time
before Madhya Pradesh sealed a 3-1
victory in the penalty shootout.
Paridhi was named Player of the
Match. In the Junior final, the hosts
edged past Sonipat 3-2, with Kanak
Pal earning the Player of the Match
award.

The championship featured 25
teams from across the country. Raja
Karan Hockey Academy secured third
place in the Sub-Junior category,
while Bhai Behlo Hockey Academy,
Bhagta, finished third in the Junior
event.

Collector Ruchika Chauhan pre-
sented trophies and awards at the
closing ceremony, attended by sports
officials, coaches, players, and hock-
ey enthusiasts.

MP Hockey Academy win junior
and sub junior national titles

Bhopal: Addressing the India Rural Col-
loquy 2026 at MANIT Bhopal, Madhya
Pradesh Minister of Tribal Affairs Kun-
war Vijay Shah emphasized that tech-
nology integration and targeted skill de-
velopment are paramount to strength-
ening rural enterprises. Stressing youth
self-reliance alongside support from
initiatives like the Ladli Behna Yojana,
he noted that nurturing local talent is
key to sustainable growth.

The Bhopal chapter, themed ‘The
Prosperity Formula for Madhya
Pradesh,’ convened policymakers,
thought leaders, and grassroots
changemakers to chart a climate-re-
silient path toward 2047. Discussions

spanned women’s safety, climate re-
silience, and local economic develop-
ment, featuring insights from digni-
taries like Padma Shree awardee Ma-
hesh Sharma, who underscored that
development must stem from mutual
learning with Adivasi communities.

The event also witnessed the release
of crucial knowledge products, includ-
ing impact assessments on gender
equality and handbooks on rural water
management. Organized by Transform
Rural India, the multi-state colloidal
platform continues to unite cross-sec-
tor leaders to drive equitable, commu-
nity-led transformations across rural
India.

Tech integration vital for rural
enterprises: Kunwar Vijay Shah Conceding defeat fol-

lowing the Datia Assembly
by-election, BJP candidate
Ashutosh Tiwari delivered
a sharp critique of internal
elements, stating that
holding public office is sec-
ondary to honoring voter
trust. While emphasizing
that a formal review of the
setback will take place, Ti-
wari expressed profound
disappointment toward
party members who pro-
fess loyalty to the organiza-
tion while actively under-
mining it. He urged such
individuals to reflect emo-

tionally on their actions,
stressing that treating the
party as a mere facade
while engaging in internal
sabotage is unacceptable.

Betrayal within: BJP candidate slams
internal saboteurs after Datia defeat

Pravesh Kumar Mishra
New Delhi: The recent Assem-
bly byelection results from
Bankipur in Bihar and Datia in
Madhya Pradesh transcend or-
dinary electoral outcomes,
emerging as a critical litmus
test for contemporary Indian
politics. In Bankipur, Jan
Suraj’s stunning victory shook
the state’s traditional political
landscape right in the home
turf of BJP national leadership.
Simultaneously, the Datia set-
back delivered a sharp lesson
against administrative over-
reach and organizational
hubris.

Political analysts view these
dual outcomes as a profound
warning and a necessary
reevaluation of established
power equations. Rather than
mere victories or defeats for
individual parties, these re-
sults signal that voters are pri-
oritizing dynamic political
consciousness over conven-
tional calculations, marking
the dawn of a transformative
new political narrative nation-
wide.

A new political narrative unfolds

Bhopal: In a remarkable triumph
of grit over adversity, two standout
players from the Raisen District
Football Academy—Saloni Sharma
and Manju Kanwar—have been
selected for the Indian Under-17
Women’s Football Team national
camp. This milestone represents
far more than individual success; it
is the culmination of years of re-
lentless sacrifice by Academy
Coach Param Ashwar, who dared
to dream of national glory for re-
gional players despite severe re-
source constraints.

Reflecting on the journey,
Coach Ashwar revealed that the
path was fraught with hurdles, in-
cluding widespread discourage-
ment and societal skepticism. To
fund rigorous training, competi-
tive exposure, and essential equip-
ment, Ashwar shouldered approxi-

mately 12 lakh rupees in personal
debt. His primary vision extended
beyond assembling a team; he
aimed to forge a sustainable path-
way for women’s football in Mad-
hya Pradesh.

The academy’s breakthrough
came when they debuted in the In-
dian Women’s League, stunning
powerhouses like Odisha FC. Fol-
lowing media coverage of his fi-
nancial struggles, benevolent sup-
porters stepped forward to help
clear his debts, enabling the squad
to subsequently reach the quarter-

finals of the Under-17 Youth
League.

You don’t fight the athlete, you fight for them: Coach Param”

New Delhi/ Bhopal: During a visit
to New Delhi, Madhya Pradesh
Deputy Chief Minister Rajendra
Shukla held a courtesy meeting
with Union Minister for Civil Avia-
tion K. Rammohan Naidu, formally
inviting him to inaugurate the up-
coming Rewa-Kolkata and Rewa-
Bhopal 72-seater flight services on
August 9. Shukla emphasized that
under national leadership and
Chief Minister Dr. Mohan Yadav,
expanding aviation connectivity
will significantly boost industry,
trade, education, health, and
tourism across the Vindhya region,
integrating it more strongly into the
national mainstream.
Rewa Airport emerges as a 
pillar of regional growth

Union Minister Rammohan
Naidu praised the rapid transfor-

mation of the Rewa airstrip—once
a simple landing strip—into a ro-
bust foundation for regional de-
velopment under the UDAN
scheme. Highlighting existing
connectivity with Delhi and

Raipur, Naidu noted that the new
routes will effectively link Vindhya
with eastern India and major ur-
ban centers, directly benefiting lo-
cal citizens, students, entrepre-
neurs, and tourists.

Deputy CM Rajendra Shukla meets
Union Minister K. Rammohan Naidu

Tribal Affairs
Minister highlights
youth 
self-reliance and skill
development at the
India Rural Colloquy
2026 in Bhopal

Dreamed of building
athletes by taking loans,
ultimately securing
national camp berthsRewa-Kolkata and Rewa-Bhopal flights to launch on August 9

The recent by-election results from Bi-
har’s Bankipur and Madhya Pradesh’s Datia
transcend ordinary electoral outcomes,
serving as powerful proof that the public is
no longer satisfied with mere cosmetic
changes to leadership. Voters demand sub-
stantive shifts in policy and systemic ac-
countability.

In Bankipur—a region historically forged
by student movements from the days of
Jayaprakash Narayan to modern youth aspi-
rations—Prashant Kishore’s Jan Suraj victory
shattered traditional caste-based equations.
Notably, the defeat of the ruling party in the
home turf of its national leadership under-
scores that high-profile status cannot mask
grassroots dissatisfaction or the neglect of
local issues. By embracing Jan Suraj’s focus
on education, employment, and founda-
tional development, voters demonstrated an
eager shift toward alternative politics built
on tangible vision rather than hollow
promises.

Concurrently, the political tremors in
Madhya Pradesh’s high-profile Datia con-
stituency mirror this growing demand for
grassroots transformation. Together, these
dual outcomes act as a vital milestone, lay-
ing the groundwork for a more accountable
leadership and reshaping the future political
landscape across the Hindi heartland.

The political consciousness outweighs
conventional electoral arithmetic

Ashwar firmly believes that a
coach’s duty transcends a mere
two hours of on-field drills. Stating
that “one must fight for the ath-
lete, not with them,” he empha-
sizes that if a player stagnates after
years of mentorship, the coach
must introspect. Saloni and Man-
ju’s selection for the national
camp stands as the ultimate vin-
dication of this philosophy.

Big relief for passengers on
Rakshabandhan: 4 special
superfast trains will run
between Bhopal-Rewa
Bhopal: Anticipating increased train
congestion and long waiting lists for
the Rakshabandhan festival, the rail-
way administration has provided sig-
nificant relief to passengers. The rail-
way management has decided to op-
erate four special superfast trains be-
tween Bhopal and Rewa to facilitate
passengers in obtaining confirmed
tickets during the festival.

According to information, the
first special superfast train will de-
part from Bhopal Railway Station on
August 25th at 10:25 pm and arrive
in Rewa. On the return journey, the
train will depart from Rewa Railway
Station for Bhopal on August 26th at
6:35 pm. The Railways stated that
this special train service has been
initiated to anticipate the extra rush
of passengers during Raksha Band-
han.
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