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The sixth prosecution wit-
ness in the case relating to
the death of journalist K.M.
Basheer turned hostile
during trial proceedings
on Tuesday.

The witness, auto-rick-
shaw driver Shafeeq, testi-
�ed before the court that
he did not know who was
driving the car that hit
Basheer and that he could
not identify the accused,
IAS o�cer Sriram Venkita-
raman, who stood in the
dock.

He also told the court
that the driver at the time
had a beard and that the
person in the dock only ap-
peared to resemble him.
He stated that he saw a
man and a woman stand-
ing at the accident spot.

According to Mr. Sha-
feeq, the accident oc-

curred because the car was
being driven at a high
speed. He, however, added
that the driver did not ap-
pear to be under the in-
�uence of alcohol based on
his behaviour.

The testimony di�ered
from both his statement to
the police and his con�-
dential statement before
the magistrate during the
investigation. He claimed
that he had given his origi-
nal statement based on
what the police had told
him then.

The auto-rickshaw driv-
er also told the court that
he used to frequently visit
the police station to sign a
register as he used to oper-
ate his vehicle at night in
2019, and thus had deve-
loped familiarity with the
police. It was under such
circumstances that the pol-
ice made him a witness in
the case.

Eyewitness in K.M.
Basheer hit-and-run
case turns hostile
The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

A ₹109-crore reduction in
the Kozhikode Corpora-
tion’s Plan fund by the
State government trig-
gered a heated debate at
the Corporation council
meeting on Tuesday, with
councillors from the LDF,
UDF, and the BJP trading
charges over the impact
on the city’s development
projects.

The discussion came up
while the council was con-
sidering an agenda to re-
vise the Corporation’s
2026-27 annual Plan by in-
cluding spillover projects.
Speaking at the meeting,
development standing
committee chairman V.P.
Manoj said the State go-
vernment had slashed the
Corporation’s Plan fund

from ₹132 crore to ₹23
crore. 

He said only ₹9 crore
had been earmarked for
the development sector,
making it impossible to al-
locate funds for ward-level
development works.

Mr. Manoj said the Cor-
poration Budget had pro-
posed allocating ₹35 lakh
each to 26 wards and ₹30
lakh each to the remaining
50 wards for development
works. 

However, the sharp cut
in the Plan fund has made
it impossible to implement
the proposal, he said.

Responding to the criti-

cism, Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the council S.V.
Mohammed Shameel
Thangal of the UDF said
the previous LDF govern-
ment had prepared Bud-
gets based on unrealistic �-
nancial projections. He
alleged that after revising
the State Budget, the pre-
sent UDF government
found a revenue shortfall
of ₹20,000 crore, forcing it
to rationalise expenditure.
The UDF government has
corrected an unrealistic
Budget and is attempting
to restore �scal discipline
while ensuring develop-
ment, he said.

Congress councillor
K.C. Shobhitha alleged
that the Corporation admi-
nistration had failed to se-
cure nearly ₹150 crore due
to the civic body from the
State government over the

past 10 years and was now
blaming the present go-
vernment for the reduc-
tion in Plan funds. 

Another Congress coun-
cillor, S.K. Aboobacker,
said the previous LDF go-
vernment had left unpaid
dues of around ₹12,000
crore to contractors, mak-
ing expenditure cuts
unavoidable.

BJP councillors Nambidi
Narayanan, Navya Hari-
das, and T. Raneesh said
the exchange of accusa-
tions between the LDF and
the UDF would not ad-
dress the concerns of peo-
ple. 

They demanded mea-
sures to ensure adequate
funding for ward-level de-
velopment projects.

Deputy mayor S. Jayash-
ree acknowledged that the
reduction in the Corpora-

tion’s Plan fund had creat-
ed a major crisis for deve-
lopment works. She said
the Corporation would fo-
cus on increasing its own
revenue to mitigate the
impact.

Mayor O. Sadasivan de-
scribed the loss of ₹109
crore in Plan funds as a se-
rious setback to ward de-
velopment. 

He said the Corporation
would implement mea-
sures to enhance its own
revenue and minimise the
impact of the reduction.

The council also ap-
proved a proposal to tem-
porarily shift the Kozhi-
kode beach Fire and
Rescue Services station to
a Corporation-owned
building behind the old
Corporation o�ce until
the construction of its new
building is completed.
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‘State government
had slashed the
Corporation’s Plan
fund from ₹132 crore
to ₹23 crore’

A 12-year-old tribal girl
from Mancheeri hamlet in
Karulai forest range of Ni-
lambur sustained a thumb
injury after she was alleg-
edly beaten with a stick by
her mathematics teacher
at school. The Kerala State
Commission for Protection
of Child Rights has regis-
tered a case.

The Class VI student of
S.V. Higher Secondary
School, Palemadu, suf-
fered swelling on her
thumb after the alleged as-
sault on July 21. 

The student is among
the 16 Cholanaikan tribal
children from the Man-
cheeri settlement studying
at the school. She stays at a
hostel run by Mahila Sa-
makhya at Palemadu. Ac-

cording to sources, the
teacher punished students
for scoring poor marks in
examination.

The child’s father Mani
was killed in an elephant
attack on January 4, 2025,
while returning on foot to
the hamlet after dropping
his children at the hostel.

Mahila Samakhya dis-
trict programme coordina-
tor M. Rajeena took the
child to a private clinic,
where she was given a
pain-relief injection. She
was later taken to Eranad
Hospital, Edakkara, where
an X-ray ruled out a
fracture.

Ms. Rajeena said the stu-
dent entered school only in
Class IV, without any prim-
ary education. 

“She is in Class VI now,
but the learning gap still af-
fects her studies,” she said.

Ms. Rajeena said she
met the headmaster and
teachers after the incident
and warned them about
the consequences of cor-
poral punishment. 

She also reported the
matter to her higher
authorities.

According to sources,
the school management in-
formed the teacher that
she would be held respon-
sible for any consequences
arising from the incident.

Representatives of Child
Helpline (formerly Chil-
dline) visited the hostel on
Monday and spoke to the
student. Child Rights Com-
mission member Shajesh
Bhaskar told The Hindu

that a suo motu case was
registered after seeing the
video of the girl in sling,
and a notice served on the
school.
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The State government has
expanded the operational
limits of empanelled shoo-
ters deployed to eliminate
problematic wild boars.

As a result, authorised
shooters selected by local
self-government institu-
tions will no longer be con-
�ned to the respective ad-
ministrative limits and can
be deployed across the
State without any district
restrictions. The decision
has been made to curb the
rising incidence of wild

boar attacks being report-
ed in Kerala. 

Honorary wardens
The government had ear-
lier delegated powers to
the heads of local self-go-
vernment institutions, de-
signating them as Honor-
ary Wildlife Wardens, to
order the culling of the
wild boars that cause sev-
ere damage to human life,
property and agricultural
crops in inhabited areas. 

The delegated authority
granted to local body
heads remains valid until
May 27, 2027.
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