madhya pradesh

Indore, Thursday, July 23, 2026

www,freepressjournal.in

5

CM likely to inaugurate
Lavkush bridge arm today

SVIMS collects 56 units of
blood at donatlon camp

IN THE HOUSE: Assembly reply reveals deep staffing
crisis in government schools

72,950 teacher posts vacant;
middle schools worst hit
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Indore, organised a blood do-
nation camp under the 'Rakt
Sankalp Abhiyan'in collabora-
tion with its National Service
Scheme (NSS) unit and Rotary
Club of Indore UpTown. The
camp witnessed enthusiastic
participation from students,
faculty members and staff,
with a total of 56 units of blood
donated.

The camp was inaugurated
by institute director Dr
George Thomas and Rotary
Club president Dr Aradhana
Sahay in the presence of of-
fice-bearers and  invited
guests. During the pro-
gramme, students of Emerald
Heights School presented a
street play on thalassaemia
awareness, highlighting the
importance of regular blood
donation for children suffer-
ing from the disorder and en-

noblest forms of service to hu-
manity, stating that a single
unit of blood can help save a
life. They appreciated the en-
thusiastic response received
from volunteers.

The camp was coordinated
by NSS programme officer Ri-
tesh Kushwah along with
committee members Pooja
Parmar, Harish Sharma, Ravi
Chauhan, Varun Agrawal and
Swati Jhariya.

The initiative was also ap-
preciated by Dr Kshama
Pethekar, head of the Depart-
ment of Computer and Bio-
sciences, Dr Deepa Katiyal,
head of the UG Management
Department, and Dr Mandeep
Gill, head of the PG Manage-
ment Department, for pro-
moting social responsibility
and humanitarian  values
among students.

Buprenorphine in
Bhopal: Abuse spreads,
painkiller turns poison

Farhan Ahmed Siddiqui
BHOPAL

Buprenorphine, a powerful
opioid injection used in hospi-
tals to treat severe pain and
opioid dependence, is increas-
ingly being misused as an intoxi-
cant, with police investigations
revealing its growing addiction
among labourers, homeless
people and youths from econ-
omically weaker sections be-
cause it is affordable for them.
Piplani police two days ago
arrested Daksh Yadav and Ballu
Kuchbundiya. Police seized 40
Buprenorphine injection vials,
40 Avil injections and 50
needles. During questioning, in-
vestigators found that the sus-
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pects were selling a combina-
tion of Buprenorphine and Avil
injections for Rs 100 to Rs 150
per dose. The drug solution is
injected directly into the body
using syringes and addicts claim
thatasingle dose can keep them
intoxicated for up to three days,
leaving the body numb.

According to police officials,
the addiction has spread rapidly
in slum settlements and among
people living along roadsides
and railway tracks. They said the
substance is particularly popu-
lar among labourers and youths
from weaker sections because
of its low cost.

Sub-Inspector Santosh Rag-
huwanshi said, Supply chainled
to Uttar Pradesh, where a dis-
tributor is allegedly connected
to local dealers in Bhopal
through Telegram channels. In-
vestigators found that the sup-
plier  personally  delivers
consignments after receiving
orders and is also in contact
with several other dealers in the
city. Police are now trying to
trace the main distributor to
identify the source of the net-
work.

Experts said Buprenorphine
is prescribed to manage severe
pain after surgeries, cancer-re-
lated pain and opioid addiction
by reducing withdrawal symp-
toms. However, police officials
said that despite its medical
use, the drug is regulated
under Narcotic Drugs and Psy-
chotropic Substances (NDPS)
Act and cannot be sold or con-
sumed without a valid medical
prescription.

As many as 72,950 teacher
posts are vacant in govern-
ment schools across Madhya
Pradesh, with middle schools
facing the worst staffing short-
age, an Assembly reply has re-
vealed. The data show that
against 2,87.455 sanctioned
teacher posts, only 2,15,103
teachers are currently work-
ing, leaving 72,950 posts vacant
across primary, middle and
higher secondary schools.

At the primary level, there
are 1,32,775 sanctioned posts,
of which 119,690 are filled,
leaving 13,683 vacancies. The
middle school level has the
highest shortage, with 44,759
posts vacant against 111,274
sanctioned posts and 66,515
teachers in position. At the
higher secondary level, 43,406
posts have been sanctioned,
28,898 teachers are working
and 14,508 posts remain va-
cant.

District-wise, Singrauli has
the highest number of va-
cancies at 3,605, followed by
Chhatarpur (3,486), Shivpuri
(3,332), Sagar (3,245) and Vid-
isha (2,781).

The issue was raised during
the Assembly session by Con-
gress MLA Nitendra Singh Ra-

thore, who sought district-
wise details of sanctioned,
working and vacant teacher
posts in government schools.
In a written reply on single-
teacher schools, school educa-
tion minister Uday Pratap
Singh said regular teacher
posts have been sanctioned
and vacant positions are being
managed through  guest
teachers.

MP TRAILS

NATIONAL AVERAGE
IN TRANSITION TO
HIGHER CLASSES

The state continues to lag be-
hind the national average in
ensuring students move from
primary to upper primary
and from upper primary to
secondary education. The
state's transition rate from

Top five districts with
highest teacher vacancles

Rank District V:
1 Singrauli 3,605
2 Chhatarpur 3,486
& Shivpuri 3,332
4 Sagar 3,245
5 Vidisha 2,781
Class 5 to Class 6 stands at  toreplace damaged structures

91.9%, compared with the na-
tional average of 92.2%. The
gap is wider at the secondary
level, with 85.6% of students in
MP moving from Class 8 to
Class 9, against the national
average of 86.6%The state
ranked 18th in the country for
the Class5 to Class 6 transition
rate and 25th for the Class 8 to
Class 9 transition rate. The As-
sembly reply also included
PARAKH 2024 assessment re-
sults, which indicate that MP
students scored below the na-
tional average in several sub-
jects.

230 SCHOOLS
'WITHOUT BUILDINGS
The construction of 2,656 new
primary and secondary school
buildings has been sanctioned

across the state, while 7115
special repair works have been
sanctioned over the past two
years. Additionally, 230 pri-
mary and secondary schools
were without buildings during
the past two years.

However, the minister clari-
fied that no government high
school or higher secondary
school is currently without a
building, as upgraded second-
ary and higher secondary
schools function from existing
school buildings. There is no
proposal to renovate damaged
government high school and
higher  secondary school
buildings. Instead, the depart-
ment has instructed schools
not to conduct classes in un-
safe buildings.

the Indore Development
Authority’s (IDA) Lavkush
double-decker bridge was
postponed by a day on Wed-
nesday, leaving local repre-
sentatives and  residents
disappointed after they gath-
ered at the site expecting
traffic to be flagged off.

Expecting the bridge arm
to open, corporators Sonali
Parmar and Sandhya Jaiswal,
representing wards at the Uj-
jain-side and Banganga-side
ends of the bridge, reached
the site with supporters and
local residents. The atmos-
phere remained festive as
they awaited the arrival of
senior BJP leaders and offi-
cials for the traffic inaugur-
ation.

However, after waiting for
a considerable time and
learning that no senior
leaders or ministers were ar-
riving, the corporators left
the venue after speaking with
party leaders.

Later in the evening, the
IDA issued a press release
stating that the opening had
been deferred due to tech-
nical reasons.

It said traffic on one lane of
the upper deck would begin
on Wednesday on a trial

bridge opening
deferred by a day
——
basis, subject to the comple-
tion of traffic testing and on-
going road construction
beneath the bridge.

IDA chief executive officer
Parikshit Jhade later said
there is a possibility that the
bridge arm will now be inau-
gurated on Thursday by Chief
Minister Mohan Yadav, who is
scheduled to visit Indore.

Built at a cost of around Rs
175 crore, the Lavkush bridge
is among Madhya Pradesh’s
most  distinctive  double-
decker bridges and is ex-
pected to become a key
traffic corridor during the
2028 Ujjain Simhastha.

According to the IDA,
opening one arm will divert
traffic from Ujjain towards
Sanwer Road, Mari Mata
Square and Banganga, while
facilitating faster construc-
tion of the service road
below.

The remaining work is ex-
pected to be completed
within about two months,
after which the entire bridge
will be formally inaugurated
and opened to traffic.

Humanities courses draw rush
as GACC fills all major BA seats

Kaustubhi Shukul
INDORE

Atal Bihari Vajpayee Govern-
ment Arts and Commerce Col-
lege, the largest arts and
commerce college across the
state which is also known as
GACC, has witnessed an over-
whelming response during the
ongoing admission season,
with all major Bachelor of Arts
programmes reaching full ca-
pacity.

Besides, admissions to MA
(Political Science) have also
been completed after all avail-
able seats were filled, reflecting
the growing preference for hu-
manities courses among stu-
dents.

According to college offi-
cials, admissions have been
closed in key BA programmes,
including Political Science, His-
tory, Economics, Sociology,
Hindi, English and Public Ad-
ministration, as every sanc-
tioned seat has been allotted.
Each BA major offers 120 seats,
all of which have been filled
during the current admission
cycle. The MA Political Science
programme, which has an in-
take of 60 seats, has also re-
corded 100% admissions.

The college offers popular
courses such as Psychology,
Geography, Sanskrit Literature,
Sociology, Hindi Literature,
Economics, BCom and more.

Officials ~ attributed ~ the

strong demand to the college’s
reputation,  affordable  fee
structure, experienced faculty
and consistent academic per-
formance. The institution has
emerged as one of the top
choices for humanities aspir-
ants not only in the city but
also from neighbouring dis-
tricts.

‘With undergraduate and
postgraduate admissions con-
tinuing across Madhya Pra-
desh until July 31 following the
Higher Education Depart-
ments revised schedule, GACC
has already achieved full occu-
pancy in its flagship arts pro-
grammes, highlighting  the
sustained popularity of tradi-
tional humanities courses.

Delhi heat reaches Assembly, Cong
stages walkout after uproar

Our Staff Reporter
BHOPAL

The issue of the lathi charge on
students in Delhi echoed during
Zero Hour of state Legislative
Assembly session on Wednes-
day. Leader of Opposition
‘Umang Singhar said that the op-
position had moved an adjourn-
ment motion as youths from
Madhya Pradesh had also gone

to participate in the protest.
However, minister Rakesh
Singh objected, saying that only
state-related issues could be
raised in the Assembly. This led
to a heated argument between
the ruling party and the Opposi-
tion, leading to a chaotic situ-
ation. Earlier, Singhar also
sought an apology from min-
ister Kailash Vijayvargiya, saying
that the latter had dubbed
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youths as insects. However, Vi-
jayvargiya denied the charge
vociferously. When the Opposi-
tion continued to press the de-
mand for discussion on the
adjournment motion, Speaker
Narendra Singh Tomar said that
he would give a ruling on the
subject later.

WESTERN RAILWAY

RAJKOT DIVISION

CREATION OF TMC SIDING
FACILITIES AND PROVIDING OHT
SUMP AND LAYING OF PIPE LINE

E-Tender Notice No. 17 of 2026-27

Div reation of TMC siding facilfies
at five stations. (LILAPUR R
SUNRENDRANAGAR, WANKANER,
RAJKOT & DAHISARA) and allied
facilities at LAKHTAR under DEN/East-
Rajkot and at 08 stations under Sr.
DEN/West-Rajkot. Approximate NIT'
Cost: 30.80 Earnest
Money: ¥ 84,88,
‘e-Tender No. DRM-RJT-2026-27-E-42.
Name of Work: Rajkot Division:-
Providing OHT, underground sump and
laying of pipe line at Jamnagar, Kanalus
and Motikhavdi . Approximate NIT
Cost: ¥ 1,56,05,182.58 Earnest MuﬂBy
23,12,100.00 For Both Tenders:- Date
& Time of Opening of Tender: 14-06-
2026, 15:00 Hrs. Office Address:
Divisional Railway Manager (Engg.).
Western Railway, Kothi Compound,
Rajkot, Gujarat - 360 001. Website:
RJT-090)
Like us on : [f facebook.comMestemRly
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