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T
he long-awaited
restoration of the
historic Mala Jew-

ish Synagogue has begun,
nearly a year after its roof
collapsed during heavy
rain, leaving one of Kera-
la’s important Jewish herit-
age monuments in a state
of neglect.

The restoration has
been taken up under the
State government’s 100-
day programme as part of
the Muziris Heritage Pro-
ject. Muziris Heritage Pro-
ject Limited has entrusted
the work to Steel Indus-
trials Kerala Limited
(SILK).

O�cials expect to com-
plete the restoration with-
in three months. 

Continuous rain
However, continuous mon-
soon rain could a�ect the

pace of the construction.
The work will include

rebuilding the collapsed
roof and restoring the syn-

agogue’s walls. 
Engineers will also as-

sess whether prolonged ex-
posure to rain and sunlight

has weakened the structu-
ral stability of the walls be-
fore undertaking the con-
servation measures. 

A monitoring commit-
tee comprising the pan-
chayat president, secre-
tary, panchayat engineer
and elected members will
oversee every stage of the
restoration to ensure quali-
ty and timely completion.

Plastic sheets
The synagogue has re-
mained covered with tem-
porary plastic sheets for
more than a year after the
roof caved in during heavy
rain in June last year. The
prolonged delay in begin-
ning restoration had trig-
gered widespread public
criticism. The roof collapse
had also sparked allega-
tions of irregularities in the
maintenance of the pro-
tected heritage structure,
with demands for a Vigi-
lance probe still pending.

Synagogue restoration begins
in Mala, 3-month deadline set

The Jewish synagogue at Mala in Thrissur. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

Restoration of the historic Mala Jewish Synagogue nearly a year after its roof collapsed

during heavy rain. Conservation under the 100-day programme of the UDF government
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As many as 14,000 stu-
dents will be trained in
swimming in the �rst
phase of the General Edu-
cation department’s Aqua-
�t swimming training pro-
gramme, Minister for
General Education N. Sam-
sudheen has said.

He was speaking after
performing the State-level
inauguration of Aqua�t, as
part of the department’s

100-day action plan, at Jim-
my George Aquatic Com-
plex in Thiruvananthapu-
ram on Wednesday.

Life-saving skill
The Minister said since
Kerala was a land of rivers
and waterbodies, learning
to swim was not only about
sporting ability but also a
life-saving skill. It was an
excellent exercise that kept
lifestyle diseases at bay
and ensured comprehen-
sive physical health.

The goal of Aqua�t, he
said, was to provide 14,000
students across the 14 dis-
tricts – 1,000 students in
each district - training in
swimming. 

Students selected from
schools will be given train-
ing in swimming pools lo-
cated within 5 km. The
support of local self-go-
vernment institutions and
other departments con-
cerned would be ensured.

The Minister said Aqua-
�t would help reduce

drowning-related acci-
dents and discovery and
nurture of future swim-
ming talents. When those
who are trained in swim-
ming teach others, aware-
ness in society of water sa-
fety would increase, he
pointed out.

Minister for Health K.
Muraleedharan presided
over the function. 

Minister for Sports O.J.
Janeesh was the chief
guest. Olympian P.R. Sree-
jesh spoke.

Aqua�t initiative to train 14,000
students in swimming in �rst phase 
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