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Russian attacks on Kyiv
and its surrounding region
killed 17 people and
wounded dozens, Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy
said on Wednesday, as Uk-
raine’s depleted air defenc-
es failed to stop any of Mos-
cow’s incoming missiles
overnight.

The barrage, which last-
ed about two hours, was
the latest in a series of
large-scale Russian missile
strikes that have become
almost routine this sum-
mer. Moscow is exploiting
Ukraine’s critical shortage
of interceptors for the U.S.-
made Patriot systems, the
sole air defence weapon in
its arsenal able to shoot
down ballistic missiles.

Mr. Zelenskyy has
pleaded with other coun-

tries, especially the United
States, to send more of the
ammunition made scarcer
by the Iran war. Failing
that, he wants to make Pa-
triot ammunition in
Ukraine.

Mr. Zelenskyy said after
a Russian aerial attack on
Friday night that air de-
fences shot down only one
ballistic missile “solely be-

cause there are no missiles
for the Patriots”. 

The targets hit in the
barrage included a brew-
ery, a warehouse for con-
struction material, and a
mail sorting o�ce that had
nothing to do with the war,
Mr. Zelenskyy said. But
Russia’s Defence Ministry
said the businesses had
military ties.

Russian barrage on Kyiv
kills 17; defences fall short

Railway workers gather on railway tracks next to bodies in plastic

bags of people killed during Russian strikes on Wednesday. AFP
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Yemen’s Iran-aligned Houthis said on Wednesday they had

launched a missile attack on a Saudi oil tanker o� the coast of the

kingdom’s Red Sea port city of Yanbu. The Houthis’ military

spokesperson, Yahya Saree, did not say when the attack took place.

Saudi o�icials did not respond to a request for comment. REUTERS

Yemen’s Houthis say they attacked
Saudi tanker o� Yanbu in Red Sea
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The leader of Spain’s north African territory of Ceuta on Wednesday

said the number of children left there after last week’s rush of

migrants was “unsustainable”, pleading for government aid. Juan

Jesus Vivas said that authorities were taking care of 1,100

youngsters against a theoretical capacity of 90. AFP

Ceuta warns of ‘unsustainable’
plight for child migrants, seeks aid
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The United States has revoked the visa of Brazil’s Ambassador to

the U.S., Maria Luiza Ribeiro Viotti, in retaliation for Brazil’s denial of

visas for two American diplomats who sought to visit ahead of

elections as well as what it said was Brazil’s stalling on approving

President Donald Trump’s nominee to be Ambassador in Brasilia. AP

Trump administration revokes visa
of Brazil’s Ambassador to the U.S. 
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I
ran and Oman have
agreed to a route for
ships transiting the

Strait of Hormuz and are
putting the �nal touches
on arrangements for joint-
ly managing the passage,
Tehran’s Foreign Ministry
said on Wednesday.

Iran has seized de facto
control of the strait, a stra-
tegic waterway for the glo-
bal energy trade, since the
U.S. and Israel launched
their war against the coun-
try on February 28.

U.S. President Donald
Trump has repeatedly in-
sisted Tehran is keen to do
a deal to reopen the route

to shipping, but Iran de-
nies this and says it will in-
stead make arrangements
with its neighbour across
the strait, Oman.

“The geographical coor-

dinates of the route envis-
aged by the two sides have
been agreed upon and, if
certain third parties do not
obstruct the process, the
joint statement of the two

countries, containing the
main considerations and
points of agreement, is also
in the �nal review and
drafting stage,” spokesper-
son Esmaeil Baqaei said,
according to state news
agency IRNA. 

According to the report,
Mr. Baqaei told pressper-
sons that talks with Oman
were moving forward, but
that even if an understand-
ing was reached, it would
not mean that the strait
had become safe for all
passing vessels.

“The factors making the
Strait of Hormuz insecure
still exist on the part of the
United States, particularly
the naval blockade and
other aggressive and threa-

tening actions against Iran
and its interests,” he said.

Mr. Trump had said
Tuesday a deal with Iran to
reopen Hormuz could hap-
pen "tomorrow or the next
day," telling reporters in
California that negotiators
"had a very good day”. 

"The strait is going to be
open very soon, or they're
going to get hit very hard —
and then the strait's going
to be open,” Mr. Trump
said in an interview with
Fox News.

Secretary of State Marco
Rubio said Tuesday that
the United States was in-
volved in negotiations bet-
ween Oman and Iran on in-
creasing tra�c through the
Strait of Hormuz.

New Hormuz route agreed, to be
managed jointly with Oman: Iran 

Motorists drive past a large billboard pledging revenge against

Donald Trump along Jomhouri Street in central Tehran. AFP

The geographical coordinates of the route envisaged by the two countries have been agreed upon, and a joint statement,

containing the main considerations and points of agreement, is in the �nal drafting stage, says Tehran’s Foreign Ministry 
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Abdul El-Sayed has won
Michigan’s Democratic
nomination for U.S. Se-
nate, defeating U.S. Repre-
sentative Haley Stevens in
a massive victory for the
party’s progressive wing in
a battleground state.

The real test of Mr. El-
Sayed’s and progressives’
strength will now come in
a November match-up
against Republican Mike
Rogers, a former congress-
man who ran unopposed
for the GOP nomination.
The seat is pivotal to De-
mocrats’ chances of �ip-
ping the Senate and Mr. El-
Sayed will face the chal-
lenge of uniting a divided
Democratic base after a

bruising primary.
The race remained tight

throughout Tuesday night,
with a winner not declared
until early Wednesday. In
his �nal remarks at a prim-
ary night party before the
race was called, Mr. El-
Sayed said, “tomorrow we
begin to mend fences”.

Mr. El-Sayed’s win re-
presents a signi�cant shift
for the Democratic Party;
in 2018, he lost the guber-
natorial primary to now-
Governor Gretchen
Whitmer by 21 percentage
points.

Mr. El-Sayed, a former
health o�cial, campaigned

on “Medicare for All,” halt-
ing military aid to Israel
and campaign �nance re-
form. He had support from
progressive leaders includ-
ing Senator Bernie Sanders
and U.S. Representative
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez,
who framed the race as a
grassroots-focused move-
ment and a broader �ght
against the establishment
and big-money spending.

Now comes the more
di�cult challenge for De-
mocrats: uniting the party
to defeat Mr. Rogers, for
whom Republicans have
already reserved large
sums of money ahead of
the general election. De-
mocrats consider the seat a
must-win if they are to �ip
control of the Senate this
year.

Abdul El-Sayed wins Michigan Senate
primary in major win for progressives 
Associated Press
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Massive support: Abdul El-Sayed speaks during a news conference

at the Spirit of Detroit, in Michigan, on Wednesday. AP 

China announced a series
of economic measures on
Wednesday against the Un-
ited States, including con-
trols on exports of drones
to the U.S. and a ban on
dealings with six American
entities, in response to re-
cent restrictions imposed
by Washington.

Tensions are simmering
between the world’s two
biggest economies ahead
of an expected visit by Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping
to the U.S. in September,
despite signs of warming
ties during his meetings
with U.S. President Donald
Trump in Beijing in May.

The Commerce Ministry

said the sanctions are in
response to recent moves
from the U.S., including a
ban by the U.S. Federal
Communications Commis-
sion on imports of Chinese
drones, and the Depart-
ment of Homeland Securi-
ty’s decision to add 43 Chi-
nese companies to the
Uyghur Forced Labour Pre-
vention Act entity list to
prevent imports of goods
made with forced labour.

The “measures serious-
ly violate the important
consensus reached by the
two heads of state and se-
verely damage China’s legi-
timate rights and interests.
China has no choice but to
take necessary counter-
measures in response,” the
Ministry said.

China announces
countermeasures
against Washington
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Amid tightened nation-
wide security, Bangladesh
on Wednesday inaugurat-
ed a memorial museum at
the o�cial residence of
ousted Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina to com-
memorate the victims of
violence during the anti-
government protests in
2024 that toppled her
government.

Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman inaugurated the
‘July Mass Uprising Memo-
rial Museum’ at Ganabha-
ban, Prime Minister’s o�-
cial residence during Ms.
Hasina’s regime, coincid-
ing with the day she left to
India on August 5, 2024.

Mr. Rahman announced
that government institu-
tions would be named af-
ter slain activists of the
uprising and those who
were killed during the rule
of Ms. Hasina’s Awami
League since 2009.

According to a UN re-
port, up to 1,400 people
were killed between July 15
and August 15 last year.

Dhaka turns Hasina’s
o�cial residence into
memorial museum

Sheikh Hasina 
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A majority of Turkish MPs on Wednesday backed limited and

conditional amnesty for PKK Kurdish militants, a first legislative

step to end decades of deadly fighting. Entitled “Strengthening

National Solidarity and Social Integration,” the Bill, which will be

put to a vote soon, was signed by 360 of 592 MPs. AFP

Turkish MPs back conditional
amnesty for Kurdish militants
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