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Man jailed 6 months for 
provocative speech
E N S  @ Mangaluru

THE Principal Civil Judge and 
JMFC Court in Belthangady 
has sentenced Mohammed Ri-
yaz Farangipete to six months’ 
simple imprisonment in con-
nection with a provocative 
speech allegedly delivered dur-
ing a protest near Belthangady 
taluk office in 2015.

According to the prosecu-
tion, the protest was organised 
by the Popular Front of  India 
(Belthangady Zone), during 
which the accused allegedly 
made a speech that hurt reli-

gious sentiments. Following 
the incident, the Belthangady 
Police registered a case. The in-
vestigation was conducted by 
the then Belthangady Police 
Sub-Inspector and Investigat-
ing Officer, Ravi B.S., who col-
lected evidence and filed the 
charge-sheet before the court. 
The court found the accused 
guilty. Principal Civil Judge 
and JMFC Ramalingappa sen-
tenced him to six months’ sim-
ple imprisonment and imposed 
a fine of  Rs 10,000 under Sec-
tion 153A of  the IPC. Ashitha 
represented the state.

Elephant electrocuted in estate
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Madikeri

A wild elephant was found dead inside a 
private coffee estate in Madikebeedu vil-
lage in Ponnampet limits. The elephant is 
suspected to have been electrocuted by a 
broken power line.  The elephant’s carcass 
was found inside the estate owned by Baby 
Uthappa. Officials suspect that the ele-

phant pushed against an electric pole, trig-
gering a high-tension power line short-
circuit and electrocuting the animal. 
However, Ponnampet Range Forest Officer 
Rakesh said that the postmortem report is 
awaited to confirm the cause of  death. The 
post-mortem was conducted by the depart-
ment’s veterinary Dr Mujeeb and the ele-
phant was buried by the forest fringes.

Yesvantpur-Karwar Express cancelled for tampering work
MANGALURU: The South Western Railway has announced the cancellation of the tri-weekly 

Yesvantpur-Karwar-Yesvantpur Express (Train nos 16515/16516) due to line block works 
between Shrivagilu and Yedakumari stations. According to a railway press release, the trains 
have been cancelled to facilitate tamping work and material train operations in the section. 

Train no 16515 Yesvantpur-Karwar Express will remain cancelled from October 5 to November 
2. Similarly, train no 16516 Karwar-Yesvantpur Express has been cancelled from October 6 to 

November 3. ENS

Carcass of a wild elephant was found lying in an estate in Ponnampet |  EXPRESS

RAIN WOES: TEACHERS FLAG ACADEMIC DELAYS
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Mangaluru

TEACHERS have expressed 
concern over the 10 days of  
rain holidays in Dakshina Kan-
nada so far since the start of  
the current academic year, stat-
ing that it has disrupted the 
academic schedule, especially 
in government schools, mak-
ing it difficult to complete the 
prescribed syllabus before ex-
aminations. Many schools have 
been unable to conduct the 
First Assessment (FA-1) tests, 
originally scheduled for July, 
a s  p o r t i o n s  r e m a i n 
incomplete.

   The situation has been fur-
ther compounded by the de-
ployment of  teachers for the 
Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) exercise, making it chal-
lenging for schools to bal-
ance academic respon-
sibilities. In several 
schools, teacher short-
ages have worsened as 
staff  have been as-
signed to SIR duties.

  A government school 
teacher in Mangaluru said the 
FA-1 tests scheduled for July 
had to be postponed because 
the syllabus could not be com-
pleted due to the rain holidays. 
For one month after schools 

reopened, we conducted 15 
days of  bridge courses for 
Classes 6 and 7, and 30 days for 
Classes 2 to 5. Regular classes 
effectively began only in July. 

With seven holidays in 
July, it became impossi-
ble to complete the pre-
scribed portions and 
conduct examinations 
on schedule, the teach-

er said.
Primary Teachers Asso-

ciation president Rita D. Sa 
said the rain holidays have se-
verely affected academics, par-
ticularly because teachers need 
additional time to help slow 
learners. Although such losses 

are usually compensated dur-
ing the second semester, the 
first semester will be signifi-
cantly affected, leaving very 
little time to complete the syl-
labus, she said.

Headmaster of  the Govern-
ment School at Kakkinje, 
Shambu Shankar, said the 
schools have no objection to 
the rain holidays, as they were 
necessary considering the 
weather conditions.

However, he agreed that the 
holidays have affected academ-
ics. “We are trying to turn this 
challenge into an opportunity 
by conducting an additional 
hour of  classes from 9 am eve-

ry day. We will seek the depart-
ment’s permission to hold 10 
extra days of  classes for SSLC 
students in October to make up 
for the lost classes,” he said.

DDPI G. Shashidhar said, 
“We are discussing the issue 
with the Deputy Commissioner 
and Zilla Panchayat CEO. An 
order will be issued shortly to 
compensate for the lost instruc-
tional days, including conduct-
ing full-day classes on Satur-
days and, if  required, on other 
days as well. We are aware of  
the loss of  teaching periods 
and will ensure there is no aca-
demic loss while keeping stu-
dents’ interests in mind.”

E X P R E S S  R E A D

The state govt should provide immediate relief to farmers who 
are facing hardship after their green gram procured under the  
MSP scheme was returned on the grounds of quality issues

Pralhad 
Joshi, Union 
Minister 

DIPR/2561/Tender/2026

Tamil Nadu Power Distribution Corporation Ltd.
Notice Inviting Tenders (E-Tendering Process)

For details of works / Procurement / Due date of submission / Opening, viewing and 
downloading of e-tenders, please visit the websites www.tnpdcl.org,  www.tenders.tn.gov.in,  
www.tntenders.gov.in

Specification 
No.

Tender Inviting 
Authority

Name of the Work

M. 241 CE / MM Procurement of 7_2 50mm AAA Weasel conductor


