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Senate panel slaps 
contempt charge 
on Anthony Fauci
Constitutional protection did not apply since Fauci 
last year received pardon from Joe Biden: Rand

WASHINGTON

A Senate committee on Thursday 
voted to hold Dr Anthony Fauci in 
contempt of  Congress and refer him 
to the Justice Department for poten-
tial prosecution over his refusal to 
answer questions at a hearing last 
week focused on his handling of  the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The party-line vote approving the 
contempt resolution came a week 
after Fauci invoked his Fifth Amend-
ment right against self-incrimina-
tion more than 100 times when he 
appeared before the Senate Commit-
tee on Homeland Security.

Republican Senator Rand Paul of  
Kentucky, the committee chairman, 
said that constitutional protection 
did not apply since Fauci last year 
received a pardon from Democratic 
President Joe Biden and thus did 
not have to worry about the threat 
of  prosecution. Fauci and Demo-
crats who opposed the contempt 
resolution said he had a well-found-
ed fear of  self-incrimination given a 

public desire by Republicans to seek 
his prosecution. “Dr Fauci faced no 
risk of  federal prosecution,” Paul 
said at the outset of  a hearing. “All 
he had to do was tell the truth.”

Paul noted that the vote had noth-
ing to do with Fauci’s policies, opin-
ions or anything he has said in pre-
vious congressional appearances.

Instead, the senator said, “We are 
voting on whether a witness who 
has received the benefit of  a sweep-
ing pardon can be ordered by this 
committee to answer questions and 
then defy that order without 
consequence.”

Fauci, in a statement explaining 
his decision to invoke his Fifth 
Amendment rights.                    AP

Iran vows to 
‘black out’ Gulf 
if USA strikes
RIYADH

IRAN intensified its threats towards 
its Gulf  neighbours last week, con-
veying messages that it would “black 
out” the entire region if  the United 
States struck its power plants and 
rattling off  a list of  specific targets, 
two officials told AFP.

The warning followed threats by 
US President Donald Trump of  a 
massive attack against Iran, which 
he later walked back over the week-
end citing requests from Saudi Ara-
bia, the UAE 
and Qatar and 
h o p e  f o r  a 
breakthrough 
in talks.

“Iran threat-
ened to black 
out the Gulf, 
country by country, if  Trump at-
tacked its power plants,” a Gulf  of-
ficial told AFP, with another region-
al official confirming messaging..

Trump said the planned strikes 
would have been “the biggest attack 
since World War II”, with US media 
reporting he was considering hit-
ting energy infrastructure, as he has 
repeatedly threatened to do.

Iran conveyed through intermedi-
aries that any attacks on its power 
plants would trigger strikes on the 
same targets in Gulf.               AFP
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No 3660 / Date 03.08.2026

34001/593/2627 : The Superintending Engineer, Electrical Circle (R&B) 
Odisha, Bhubaneswar on behalf of the Governor of Odisha invites per-
centage rate bids for E. I. works which are to be received through online 
bidding, double cover system as detailed in : h�ps://tendersorissa.gov.
in. The details of bid documents will be available in the above website 
from dt. 11.08.2026 at 05.00 P.M. to dt.28.08.2026 up to 05.00 P.M. 
The bidders must possess compa�ble Digital Signature Cer�ficate of 
Class II or III. Bids received online shall be opened dt. 29.08.2026 at 
11.30 A.M. in the Office of the Superintending Engineer, Electrical Circle 
(R&B) Odisha, Bhubaneswar. Further details can be seen from the e-
procurement portal www.tendersorissa.gov.in.

Addendum / Corrigendum if required, will be available only in the 
Website.

Sd/- Superintending Engineer
OIPR- 34001/34006/1/26-27/0028 Electrical Circle (R&B) Odisha, BBSR
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No 3715 / Date 05.08.2026

34001/592/2627:      The Superintending Engineer, Electrical Circle 
(R&B) Odisha, Bhubaneswar on behalf of the Governor of Odisha invites 
percentage rate bids for E. I. works which are to be received through 
online bidding, double cover system as detailed in :h�ps://tenderso-
rissa.gov.in. The details of bid documents will be available in the above 
website from dt.13.08.2026 at 05.00 P.M. to dt.29.08.2026 up to 05.00 
P.M. The bidders must possess compa�ble Digital Signature Cer�ficate 
of Class II or III. Bids received online shall be opened dt.31.08.2026 
at 11 .30 A.M. in the Office of the Superintending Engineer, Electrical 
Circle (R&B) Odisha, Bhubaneswar. Further details can be seen from the 
e-procurement portal www.tendersorissa.gov.in.

Addendum / Corrigendum, if required will be available only in the 
Website.

Sd/- Superintending Engineer
OIPR- 34001/34006/1/26-27/0027 Electrical Circle (R&B) Odisha, BBSR

GOVERNMENT OF PUDUCHERRY
ADI DRAVIDAR WELFARE AND 

SCHEDULED TRIBES WELFARE DEPARTMENT

No.150/DIP/AD(Press)/ADVT/2026-27

No.27-2/ADW&STW/SW/S2/2026-27 Puducherry, dt.06.08.2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Adi Dravidar Welfare and Scheduled Tribes Welfare 

Department, Government of Puducherry, hereby informs 
all eligible Scheduled Caste (SC) and Scheduled Tribe 
(ST) students that the last date for submission of Fresh and 
Renewal applications for the Academic Year 2026–27 under 
the Grant of Full Fees (GFF) Scheme, Pre-Matric Scholarship 
for SC (Centrally Sponsored Scheme), Post-Matric Scholarship 
for SC (Centrally Sponsored Scheme), Pre-Matric Scholarship 
for ST (Centrally Sponsored Scheme), Post-Matric Scholarship 
for ST (Centrally Sponsored Scheme), Pre-Matric Scholarship 
for SC (State Scheme) and Pre-Matric Scholarship for ST 
(State Scheme), notified in this Department’s Public Notice No.  
27-2/ADW&STW/SW/S2/2026-27 published in the 
newspapers on 23.06.2026 and Corrigendum No.  
27-2/ADW&STW/SW/S2/2026-27 published in the newspapers 
on 03.07.2026 has been extended to 30.09.2026.

Students are advised to submit their applications through 
the prescribed mode well before the revised last date. All other 
terms, conditions, eligibility criteria, and instructions contained 
in the aforesaid Public Notice and Corrigendum shall remain 
unchanged.

(ARJUN RAMAKRISHNAN) 
DIRECTOR

Government of Odisha, e- Procurement Notice
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

Bid Iden�fica�on No. C.C.E.DkI.(R&B) 08/2026-27 
Email Id-sedklpwd@gmail.com

Le�er No.1695 /Dt.05.08.2026
34001/595/2627:  The Chief Construc�on Engineer, Dhenkanal (R&B) Circle, 
Dhenkanal on behalf of Governor of Odisha invites Percentage Rate bids in dou-
ble cover system to be received in ONLINE MODE from eligible contractors for 

Road & Building works as detailed below:

1. Name of the work : Road & Building works
2. No of works :  05 (Five) Nos
3. Es�mated Cost : Rs.1.61 Crore to Rs. 3.09 Crore (as given 

in column No. 03 of table)
4. Cost of tender paper : Rs 10,000.00
5. Class of contractor : ‘B’ Class & ‘A’ Class, (as given in column 

No. 07 of table)
6. Period of Comple�on of 

work
: 06 (Six) to 07 (Seven) calendar months 

(as given in column No. 08 of table)
7. Date and �me of availabil-

ity of bid Document in the 
website

: From Dt.14.08.2026 to 5.00 P.M. of 
Dt.28.08.2026

8. Date of opening of bid : Dt.29.08.2026 at 11.00 A.M.
The bidders have to par�cipate in ONLINE biding only further details can 

be seen from the e- Procurement Portal: www.tendersodisha.gov.in. Any ad-
dendum / corrigendum / cancella�on of tender can also be seen in the said 
website. Sd/- Chief Construc�on Engineer

Dhenkanal (R&B) Circle, DhenkanalOIPR-34001/34132/1/26-27/0011


