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Tehranwarns | U.S. FORCES BOMB TARGETS IN SOUTH AND WEST OF IRAN *BRIEFLY

ot Will be hitting Picl in ;.

againstaiding ¢ hitting Pickaxe Mountaim 5y s snaniicely o meet
US military ops Indlan Chinese envoys soon
Reuters AFTER FOUR months in power, PM

Dubai, July 21

IRAN’S FOREIGN Ministry
spokesman warned Bulgariaon
Tuesday against allowing the
US to use its territory for mili-
tary operations against Iran.

The Bulgarian government
has said it will seek parliamen-
tary approval to station up to
eight US tanker aircraft atan air
base in the Balkan country,
which is a member of NATO
and the European Union.

Ministry spokesman Esmail
Baghaei said any activity that
facilitates US attacks on Iran
would amount to complicity in
what he described as “aggres-
sion and war crimes”, accord-
ing to Iranian state media.

Baghaei urged Bulgaria not
tobecome “an accomplice of ag-
gressors and lawbreakers”, they
said. The tanker aircraft are
mainly used for airborne re-
fuelling of other aircraft.

Bulgaria’s government aims
to station the US aircraft at the
Bezmer military facility, about
260 km (160 miles) southeast of
the capital Sofia.

The USand Iran have inten-
sified strikes since an interim
ceasefire deal signed a
month ago unravelled, raising
the possibility of areturn toall-
out war.

areapretty soon, says Trump

Reuters
Washington, Dubai, July 21

USPRESIDENT Donald Trump
on Tuesday said the US will be
hitting the Pickaxe Mountain
area, located near Iran’s heavily
damaged Natanz uranium en-
richment facility, “pretty soon.”

Pickaxe Mountain is a
heavily fortified site that hosts
two deeply buried tunnel com-
plexes that experts assess as
beyond the reach of the most
powerful bunker buster bombs
in the US arsenal. The site is
linked toIran's nuclear program.

Trump also said that the US
would respond if Yemen's Iran-
aligned Houthi movement fol-
lowsthrough onitsthreat toim-
pose ablockade on commercial
shipping in the Red Sea, saying
that if the group takes action,
the United States “will just have
to take care of business.”

But the Houthi announce-
ment already appeared to be
having an impact. Two tankers
which had just loaded Saudi
crude bound for China and
India at Saudi Arabia’s Red Sea
port of Yanbu made U-turns on
Tuesday, heading towards the
Suez Canal rather than out
through the Bab el-Mandeb
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US President Donald Trump with Lebanese President Joseph Aoun at the White House on Tuesday. A

into the Indian Ocean.

US forcesbombed targetsin
the south and west of Iran over-
night, while Tehran targeted US
sites in Bahrain, Kuwait and
Jordan and a tanker was hit in
the Strait of Hormuz at the
mouth of the Gulf.

Iran said it had struck infra-
structure belonging to Amazon
in Bahrain, where the US tech

company operates a regional
datacentre.

Amazon did not immedi-
ately comment and Reuters
could not verify the report. US
Central Command said ithad hit
Iranian military command
centres, maritime capabilities,
missile and drone launch sites
and air defencesystemsinitsla-
testround of strikes, which have

carried on nightly for morethan
aweekand a half.

Explosions were heard
around the city of Shiraz in
southernIran, state media said.
Konarak and Chabahar on the
southern coast, the city of Khor-
ramabad and a civilian site out-
side the city of Abdanan, both
in the west, all came under at-
tack, media reports said.

US vows to help
Lebanon during
leaders meeting

Associated Press
Washington, July 21

PRESIDENT DONALD Trump
pledged to help Lebanon “alot”
during a White House meeting
on Tuesday with the country's
leader, Joseph Aoun, who came
to push forlong-term calm after
months of war between Israel
and the Iran-backed Hezbollah
militant group.

"It's been a very badly
treated place and country and
we're going to have it properly
treated and treated with the re-
spect it deserves," Trump told
Aoun during a meeting which
wrapped up the Lebanese
leader's four-day visit to Wash-
ington. "We're gonna help it a
lot," he said, without giving
concrete details.

The US has pushed for
peace in Lebanon but been in-
creasingly distracted by a new
round of escalation with the
war in Iran, which has destabil-
ised much of West Asia.

British-Indian Narayan named
Britain’s first minister for Al

Aditi Khanna
London, July 21

BRITISH PRIME Minister
Andy Burnham finalised his
top team within hours of taking
charge at 10 Downing Street
and promoted British Indian
minister for artificial intelli-
gence (AI) Kanishka Narayan to
the Cabinet, and purging allies
of predecessor Keir Starmer
from the government.

Burnham, who was invited
to form the government by King
Charles on Monday, set about
unveiling the team of ministers
who will join him around the
Cabinet table soon after.

Lisa Nandy is another In-
dian-origin minister who holds
on to her department, with ad-
ditional responsibilities as Sec-
retary of State for Digital, Cul-
ture, Media and Sport.

Narayansaid hiselevation, as
Minister for Al falling jointly
within the Cabinet Office and
the Department for Business, In-
novation, Science and Trade, is
a sign of the new PM's "deep
commitment to Al's impor-
tance". “Alis likely the most sig-
nificant technology in human
history. Its impact will dwarf
other things. The best case for
it is compelling beyond our
dreams: areindustrialised Brit-
ain, stronger national security,
public services transformed for
the better,” said Narayan, who
was elected as the first Indian-
origin member of Parliament
from Wales in the July 2024
general election.

The 36-year-old Bihar-born
Labour MP for the Vale of
Glamorgan, who held the AT
brief as a junior minister in
former prime minister Keir
Starmer's team, pledged to act
with "pace and ambition" and
"focus relentlessly on securing
British influence in shaping AT”.

“Iwill also bring to this job
the place I represent a consti-

« THENEW FACES

New British Prime Minister Andy Burnham named his
ministerial team on Monday. Here are some who have
been given the top jobs in the new government

JOHN HEALEY, WES STREETING, MIATTA
CHANCELLOR OF DEFENCE FAHNBULLEH,
THE EXCHEQUER SECRETARY ENERGY SECRETARY

ED MILIBAND YVETTE COOPER, KANISHKA
FOREIGN HEALTH NARAYAN,
SECRETARY SECRETARY AI'SECRETARY

tuency in Wales, a nation with
industry and ambition at its
heart, a proud history of punch-
ing above its weight on the glo-
bal stage. A nation which wel-
comed a 12-year old and his
family, gave us the best chance
at opportunity, put me in Par-
liament as Wales' first ethnic
minority MP, and now affords
me the chance to make a mark
in Cabinet," he said.

With roots in Muzaffarpur,
Narayan's family moved to the
Welsh capital of Cardiff when he
wasalittleboy. Hestudied at Ox-
ford and Stanford universities
before entering politics after a
stint in the private sector and
hasbeen vocal about theimpor-
tance of the India-UK ties.

Meanwhile, Lisa Nandy is
reappointed to the ministerial
role she has been in charge of

since July 2024 with the addi-
tional responsibility for digital
services too.

The 44-year-old Man-
chester-born daughter of Cal-
cutta-born academic Dipak
Nandy and English mother
Luise Byersisacloseally of Burn-
ham as his Makerfield consti-
tuency neighbour in Wigan,
within the Greater Manchester
region. In the lead-up to the
elevation of the region's former
mayor to prime minister, she
vouched for her new boss being
"faster and bolder" in the La-
bour Party's reform agenda.

Among the other key Cabi-
net appointments, South
Asian heritage Shabana
Mahmood holds on to her role
as Home Secretary, which she
described as “the best job in
the business”. PTI

Israel building earthen barrier
inside Gaza, d1V1d1ng the strlp

Lee Keath & Julia Frankel
Cairo, July 21

THE ISRAELI military is
quietly but quickly building a
giant earthen barrier separat-
ing the over 50% of the Gaza
Strip it controls from the rest of
theterritory, according to satel-
lite imagery, further entrench-
ing the division of the tiny Pa-
lestinian enclave.

More than 23 kilometers (14
miles) have been constructed in
recent months, running
through Palestinian commu-
nities demolished by the mili-
tary. Thatis equivalent tomore
than halfthe length of the coas-
tal strip, which is some 40 kilo-
meters long and 11 kilometers
wide, and home to over 2 mil-
lion Palestinians.

When presented with the
satellite images, Israel’s mili-

A satellite image from Planet Labs PBC shows a section of an
earthen barrier being built in Gaza. ap

tary confirmed to The Associ-
ated Press it has built a physical
barrier in the area of the so-
called yellow line, the bound-
ary to which Israeli troops
withdrew under the October

ceasefire deal with Hamas.
The line was envisioned in
the US-backed agreement as a
temporary division of the terri-
tory pending a fuller Israeli
withdrawal. AP

Trump govt opens probe into Harvard’s
financial aid for international students

Associated Press
Washington, July 21

THE JUSTICE Department isin-
vestigating whether Harvard
University is allowing Chinese
donors to create scholarships
thatexclude American students,
adding to the barrage of federal
inquiries the Trump administra-
tion has opened in its battle
against the Ivy League school.
Justice Department officials
announced the new review
Monday, saying Harvard's for-
eign funding disclosures
"raised concerns" about poss-
ible discrimination against US
students. The agency did not
specify which scholarship pro-
grams are being targeted and
emphasized it "has not reached
any conclusions." The investi-

Harvard University campus

gation is aimed at Harvard's
"China-based financial aid pro-
grams," the Justice Depart-
mentsaid. The agency said Chi-
nese donors have given money
to Harvard to support financial
aid programs limited to stu-
dents from certain countries.
That restriction could amount
to illegal discrimination based
on country of origin, the de-

partment said.

"Schools cannot take federal
dollars and then turn around
and accept money from foreign
sourcestogive financial aid that
deliberately excludes American
citizens - doingsoisillegal, and
we will stop it wherever we find
it," said Harmeet Dhillon, who
leads the department's Civil
Rights Division.

Harvard said it was review-
ingthe Justice Department no-
tice. "Harvard follows the law
for required reporting of dona-
tions and, consistent with our
legal obligations under Title VI,
does not unlawfully discrimi-
nate on the basis of race, ethnic-
ity, or national origin in allocat-
ing financial aid," the
university said in a written
statement.

Balen Shah has finally agreed to
meet the envoys of India and China,
said aclose aide."PM Shah will soon
be meeting the ambassadors of two
immediate neighbours, India and
China. He will me meeting them
soon," the aide told The Indian Ex-
press,addingthat the dates are yet

tobe worked out.As pressure built

Nepal PM Balen Shah

on Shah from his ministers, party

MPs and the Opposition — who
warned him that undermining Parliament and bypassing
diplomatic practices will be detrimental to Nepal's as well
as his ownimage — Shah seems to have relented.In the past
tendays, the PM also held separate meetings with leaders of
business and industries, as well as women entrepreneurs,
promising all possible support from the government to cre-
ate an investment-friendly environment. “Last week, he
also decided to meet the envoys of India and China — some-
thing Foreign Affairs Minister Shisir Khanal had been sug-

gesting,” sources said. REUTERS
VIETNAM GREECE
Busburstsinto  Man stabs
flames after tourists near
crash, 7 killed the Acropolis
SEVEN PEOPLE died and A MAN stabbed and
fivewereinjured whenabus  wounded two tourists Tues-
carrying passengers day morning near the

overnightburstinto flames
after crashingintoroadside
embankments near south-
ern Vietnam's Dong Nai City
early Monday, authorities
said. State media VN Express
said that the accident took
placeataround2:30a.m.,
when the bus veered off the
road and struckan embank-
ment. It continued moving
before hittingasecond em-
bankmentand comingtoa
stop. AP

ancient Acropolisin Athens,
Greece'stop tourist attrac-
tion, police said, in what ap-
pearedtobearandom
attack. The assailant, ident-
ified only asa 60-year-old
Greekman, attacked a Greek
American couplewitha
knife on a pedestrian street
near anentrancetothear-
chaeological site and near
the entrance to the Acropolis
Museum, which lies atthe
foot of the Acropolis hill. AP

*NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

NEPAL

Govt withdraws
3% taxonpvt
education, health

NEPAL GOVERNMENT on
Tuesday withdrew the three
per cent equity taximposed
on private education and
health sectors following
widespread public
criticism.Inasocial media
post, PM Balendra Shah
said the decision was taken
after the proposed levy trig-
gered concerns over addi-
tional financial burden on
the public. PTI

PAKISTAN

12 people killed
inrain-related
incidents in KPK

AT LEAST 12 people, includ-
ing five children, have been
killed and 18 injured in vari-
ousincidentstriggered by
heavy rains and flash floods
across Khyber Pakhtun-
khwa, authorities said on
Tuesday. The casualties oc-
curred dueto collapsing
roofs and walls of houses, as
well as people being swept
away by flash floods, accord-
ingtoareport PDMA. PTI

Philippines, China summon
each other’s envoys over
South China Sea incident

Reuters
Beijing, Manila, July 21

PHILIPPINE PRESIDENT Ferdi-
nand Marcos Jr. will summon
China's ambassador in Manila,
hisoffice said on Tuesday, hours
after Manila's envoy in Beijing
was similarly summoned fol-
lowingaccusationsbyboth sides
of provokingtensionsin the con-
tested South China Sea.

Presidential Communica-
tions Undersecretary Claire
Castro confirmed to reporters
Marcos had summoned Chi-
nese Ambassador Jing Quan at
5 pmon Tuesday.

The summoning of ambas-
sadors comes a day after the

Philippines and China accused
each other an encounter in
the Second Thomas Shoal of the
South China Sea. Philippine of-
ficials said one of its navy per-
sonnel was struck on the head
but Beijing said Manila pro-
voked the incident.

"The Philippine side pro-
voked the incident first, yet has
turned around and made
counter-accusations, distorted
the facts and engaged in ma-
licious hype," the Chinese for-
eign ministry said. The CCG
said two rubber boatssentbythe
Philippines' grounded vessel
BRP Sierra Madre rammed into
a Chinese patrol boat in the
South China Sea.

© EAST ASIAN CRIME SYNDICATES ARE RUNNING BUSINESSES THAT USE MALWARE, GENERATIVE Al AND DEEPFAKES FOR SEXUAL EXTORTION AND EXPLOITATION

UN: International criminal groups using technology to expand in and beyond Asia

AAssociated Press
Bangkok, July 21

SOUTHEAST ASIA-BASED
criminal groups are using in-
creasingly integrated networks
and technology to build a
rapidly growing illicit economy
with tentacles that reach far
beyond Asia, with scams alone
causing estimated combined
losses of $88.3 billion to $114.1bil-
lion in 2025, a UN report says.
Thereportby the United Na-
tions Office on Drugsand Crime
outlines how transnational
crime that used to be concen-
trated in Southeast Asia has ex-
panded to other regions, while
global criminal groups are in-
creasingly engaging in drug,

human and wildlife trafficking
inAsia. Criminalsare using new
technologies to launder money
through global financial systems
and using artificial intelligence
tosteal fromvictims worldwide,
said the report, released Tues-
day. One key finding of the re-
portisthethreattochildrenboth
from Al and from online gam-
ing, as hundreds of scam com-
pounds scattered across South-
east Asia provide venues for sex
trafficking and selling of child
sexual abuse content.

“There is a huge jump in Al-
generated child sexual images...
communicated through en-
crypted communications plat-
forms,” said Inshik Sim, UNODC
researcher and coordinator for

the report, told reporters at a
briefing at the Foreign Corre-
spondents Club of Thailand.

East Asian crime syndicates
are running businesses that use
malware, generative Al and
deepfakes for sexual extortion
and exploitation in a trend that
increases risks of in-person
abuse as well as livestreamed
abuse and grooming of victims.
Apart from outright trafficking
for the sex industry, victims can
be sold into domestic servitude,
forced begging and forced labor,
among other forms of exploita-
tion, the report says.

Social media and online
gaming and gambling also pose
dangers for children, the report
notes, citing surveys showing

An estimated loss of $88.3 billion to $114.1 bn was reported in 2025. ap

that hundreds of children and
teens across Southeast Asia are
engaged in online gambling,
some to the extent of addiction.

The report estimates the
combined annual sales of illicit
drugs in Southeast Asia and
nearby countries at up to $109

billion, with seizures of illegal
shipments soaring. That in-
cludes methamphetamines,
heroin and ketamine.

It points to the Sulu-Celebes
maritime “triangle” between In-
donesia, Malaysia and the Phil-
ippines as an increasingly im-
portant corridor for shipments
of cocaine from Latin Americato
Asia, with illicit cargoes some-
times embedded in legitimate
shipments such as Chinese tea.

Theareaisalsooften used for
smuggling of wildlife and small
arms, the report says.

Meanwhile, Thailand and
Vietnam increasingly are the
source of cannabissenttoJapan,
whereitisillegal, and to Europe,
it says. Earlier this year, author-

Kolkata

ities in Malaysia’s Sabah seized
more than 3 tons of metham-
phetamine, ketamine and ec-
stasy in the largest such seizure
for Sabah so far. The report out-
lines how cross border financial
and technology networks are
supportingwhatit callsa “crimi-
nal service infrastructure” that
facilitates global organized
crime. The tools used include
cryptocurrency, encrypted and
private communications plat-
forms and generative Al to cre-
ate convincing phishing con-
tent, deploy real-time deepfake
videos and voice calls. Using AI-
powered translations, they can
target victims across many lan-
guages at the same time, the re-
portsays.

Satellite communications
alsoenable scam compoundsto
operatein placesthatareremote
or subject to close surveillance.

To counter this growing
criminal ecosystem, authorities
need a coordinated, cross-
border strategy that integrates
enforcement across data, com-
munications and financial sys-
tems, and online services and
marketplaces, the report said.

As authorities in Thailand,
China and elsewhere have
raided industrial-sized scam
centres mostlylocated in border
regions of Myanmar, Laos and
Cambodia, criminals have re-
sponded by shifting to other
parts of the world or operating
onasmallerscale. AP
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POLICE, CENTRE UNDER FIRE OVER CRACKDOWN ON PROTESTERS; PAWAR, UDDHAV, KEJRIWAL GO TO JANTAR MANTAR

Opposition rallies behind protesters,

LoP holds sit-in outside PM residence

Future of youth beyond
politics, says PM, calls
for Toolproof’ exams

Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi and SP’s Akhilesh Yadav being detained outside the PM’s residence, Tuesday. ABHINAV saHA

Rahul, Priyanka, Akhilesh detained; Cong
chose spectacle over debate, says Pradhan

Manoj C G & Asad Rehman
New Delhi, July 21

A DAY after police used tear gas
and lathis to stop thousands of
young protesters from marching
towards Parliament to seek the
resignation of Union Education
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
over exam paper leaks, Opposi-
tion parties rallied behind them
Tuesday, visitingthe protest site,
meeting the injured, echoing

INSIDE

AFTER HCNOD, SONAM
MOVED TO PRIVATE
HOSPITAL PAGES

EDUCATION’S FALLING
BUDGET SHAREIN
12 YRS EXPLAINED, P14

theirdemands and staginga sit-
in outside the Prime Minister’s
residence in New Delhi.
Turning up the heat on the
government, Opposition leaders
slammed the police use of force
against the protesters, many of
themstudents, and targeted the
government by callingit “insen-
sitive” and “authoritarian”.
Joining the chorus for Prad-
han’sresignation, the Congress
staged asit-in outside the Prime

Minister’s residence at 7, Lok
Kalyan Marg. Top leaders de-
tained after a nearly three-hour
protest included Leader of Op-
position Rahul Gandhi, Con-
gress president Mallikarjun
Kharge, Karnataka Chief Min-
ister DK Shivakumar, Congress
leader and MP Priyanka Gan-
dhiVadra and Samajwadi Party
president Akhilesh Yadav. They
were released later.
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Business as Usual
By EP UNNY

P DELW
DROME
SHOT

Day after, injured back at Jantar Mantar
protest site: ‘Weak in body, not in resolve’

Tabshir Shams, Drishti Jain
& Vidheesha Kuntamalla
New Delhi, July 21

A TEACHER, an unemployed
graduate, a clothing shop
owner, a student, shop worker,
asocial worker, and many more.
Several protesters who had
spent Monday night in hospital
after being injured in the police
crackdown on the CJP-led
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Liz Mathew, Jatin Anand
& Anonna Dutt
New Delhi, July 21

IN FIRST remarks after police
cracked down on Cockroach
Janta Party-led protesters
marching towards Parliament
to press for the resignation of
Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, while
defending the steps taken by
his government in the wake of
the NEET-UG question paper
leak, called for a “foolproof sys-
tem” to prevent any future oc-
currence of an exam paper leak.
Speaking at a meeting of
NDA parliamentary party
leaders Tuesday, Modi sug-
gested that MPs take thelead in
reaching out to students across
the nation on the issue, under-
lining that the future of the
youth was top priority and all
parties should treat it as a na-
tional issue rather than an op-
portunity for partisan politics.
He promised the “strictest
possible punishment” to those

Govtsignal:

Union Health Minister JP Nadda
withaninjured person at Lady
Hardinge Hospital, Tuesday. p1i

behind the NEET paper leak.
“Ek ek ko dandit karna hoga
(eachoneofthem hastobe pun-
ished),” he was quoted as having
said.

Following the meeting, Par-
liamentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijijusaid the Prime Min-
ister sought a “foolproof sys-
tem” to prevent future exam
paper leaks.

“Onthe NEET examination,
the Prime Minister said the

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Ready for

debate, demand for
resignation political

Ritika Chopra
Mumbai, July 21

THE DEMAND for the Educa-
tion Minister’s resignation is
“political” and there’s no “suc-
cumbing”toit; thelapsesbehind
the NEET leak have been fixed;
admissions under the three lar-
gest entrance examinations,
NEET retest, CUET and JEE
Main, are largely on track; and
the Governmentisopentoade-
bate on the issue in Parliament.

This was the “official” sense
at the senior level of the Gov-
ernment Tuesday, a day after
the Jantar Mantar protests,

which started with the NEET
leak controversy, intensified
leading to a police crackdown
in the heart of the capital.

In conversations with The
Indian Express, senior govern-
ment functionaries said the
Centre has no intention of
yielding to demands for Educa-
tion Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan’sresignation, arguing
that it has neither denied the
lapses nor attempted to evade
responsibility.

“There was a problem. We
have said this on record and
have taken responsibility on

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

20 dead after blast at
under-construction
tunnel in Sikkim

Strapped; methane
gas leak suspected

Sweety Kumari
Kolkata, July 21

A BLAST that officials suspect
was caused by a methane gas
leak inside an under-construc-
tion tunnel in Sikkim’s Namchi
district on Monday has led to
the death of at least 20 people
and left five others trapped.

Theincident occurredinside
aseven-kmunder-construction
tunnel of the Teesta Stage-VI
Hydroelectric Project near Sa-
mardung. Thoseatthesiteatthe
time of the incident included
high-level personnel from the
National Hydroelectric Power
Corporation and project devel-
oper Patel Engineering, who
were on a routine inspection.

“Out of those 25 trapped
inside the tunnel, 20 are
confirmed dead,” Namchi

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

An ambulance at the under-construction tunnel in Sikkim’s Namchi district, Tuesday. pri

Happening
today

®UNION MINISTERS Jaishankar
tobein Philippines for atwo-day
visit, during which he will attend
meetings under ASEAN frame-
work and also meet his counter-
parts from Quad countries. P 5

®THERAMTEMPLE TRUST will
hold its second meeting amid
the donation ‘theft’ row.

NATION

SENA (UBT) MOVES
SCAGAINST 6 MPs’
MERGERWITH
SHINDE PARTY rs

Census: 6 months
togo, Govtexplores
how to count caste

Two options are self-declaration or
drop-down menu of recognised castes;
RSS among those with objections

Deeptiman Tiwary
New Delhi, July 21

WITH THE population enu-
meration phase of the nation-
wide Census just six months
away, the Registrar General of
India (RGI) is learnt to be grap-
pling with the methodology for
caste enumeration that is
meant to be a part of it. Sources
said two broad options are
under consideration: allowing
respondents to state their caste
inan open-ended format or re-
stricting entries to adrop-down
menu of recognised castes.
While the first option risks a
repeat of the 2011 Socio Econ-
omic and Caste Census (SECC)
experience, when more than 46
lakh distinct caste names were
listed by respondents, the sec-
ond islearnt to have runintore-
sistance from the RSS. The
Sangh Parivar believes a drop-
down menu based on existing
castelistswould effectively rein-
force the castearchitectureinsti-
tutionalised during British rule.

EXPLAINED

Choices before Govt

While one option risks a re-
peatofthe 2011 SECC, when
more than 46 lakh distinct
caste names were listed by
respondents, the Sangh Pa-
rivar believes adrop-down
menu would effectively re-
inforce the caste architec-
ture institutionalised dur-
ing British rule.

“It is a difficult exercise.
There are multiple suggestions
and objections, all of which are
being considered. Various
methods are being tested, in-
cluding open-ended enumer-
ation and ways to avoid a repeat
of the 2011 outcome. Caste is a
sensitive subject, and any error
can have serious political
ramifications,” a government
source said.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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India summons Russia
envoy over killing of 4
sallors Grave concern

Russian Charge d’Affaires Vladimir Ladanov at the Ministry of
External Affairs in New Delhi on Tuesday. ani

MEA: Targeting
of commercial
shipping s
unacceptable

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, July 21

INDIA ON Tuesday summoned
the Russian Charge d’Affaires
(CDA)and conveyed “unequivo-
cal condemnation” and “grave
concern” over the deaths of four
Indian seafarers in a Russian
missile strike on a merchant
vessel off the coast of Ukraine.

“Today, the Russian Chargé
d’Affaires, Mr Vladimir Ladanov,
was summoned to the Ministry
of External Affairs. The Ministry
conveyed India's grave concerns
and unequivocal condemnation
of the attack on the commercial
vessel MV Golden Leo on19 July
2026, which resulted in the tragic
loss of four Indian lives, empha-
sising that such attacks under-
mine the safety, security and sta-
bility of international maritime
commerce,” the MEA said in a
statement.

“The Russian Chargé d’Af-
faires was requested to convey
India’s strong concerns to his

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

e MARTYRS’ DAY REVELATIONS

Mamata remains crowd puller ‘rebel TMC’ unimpressive, Cong spnngs surprise

Ravik Bhattacharya &
AtriMitra
Kolkata, July 21

THE COMPETING July 21 Mar-
tyrs' Day programmes, the first
since the Suvendu Adhikari-led
BJP government took charge,
across Kolkata laid
bare the shifting
political  ground
within the Trina-
mool Congress (TMC). While
former Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee drew a large turnout
despite recent setbacks and or-
ganisational turmoil, rival TMC

PAGE1
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factions struggled to mobilise
support, even as the Congress
surprised observers with a
massive gathering.

Mamata's rally near the
Birla Planetarium witnessed
thousands of supporters spil-
ling onto adjoining roads

through the after-
noon. Not very far
away on Mayo Road,
the rebel TMC fac-
tion led by Leader of the Op-
position in the Assembly (LoP)
Ritabrata Banerjee saw a com-
paratively thin gathering. In
Delhi, another breakaway

PARTHA PAUL

EXPRESS

EXPRESS

TMC chief Mamata Banerjee at party’s rally near Birla Planetarium; rebel TMC MLAs Firhad Hakim and Ritabrata Banerjee at Mayo Road, Congress rally in Kolkata, Tuesday.

Kolkata

group comprising 20 Lok
Sabha MPsled by Sudip Baner-
jee and Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar,
now merged with the National-
ist Citizens Party of India
(NCPI), observed Martyrs' Day
at Rajghat.

The annual July 21 rally
commemorates the 13 Youth
Congress workers who were
killed in police firing during a
march to the then state secre-
tariat Writers' Building in 1993.

For two decades after TMC
came to power, the event re-
mained one of Kolkata’s biggest

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Cauvery cause

Police keep watch as farmers bury themselvesinthe sand on
the Cauvery riverbed, while staging a protest to block or limit
therelease of the river water to Tamil Nadu, in Tiruchirappalli

district on Tuesday. r1i

Provide feedback
on Aravallis: SC
panel opens 21-day
window for inputs

Nikhil Ghanekar
New Delhi, July 21

THE HIGH-POWERED Com-
mittee constituted by the Su-
preme Court to examine issues
surrounding the Aravalli Hills
and Ranges Tuesday officially
sought representations, sug-
gestions, and inputs from a
broad spectrum of stake-
holders, including the states
across which the range spans.

According to a government
press release, the panel has in-
vited comments from environ-
mentalists, conservationists,
non-profit organisations, min-
ing leaseholders, project pro-
ponents, villagers, farmers,
mine workers, and local com-
munities whose livelihoods
and well-being are intrinsically
tied totheregion’s biodiversity.

Submissions, supported "to
the extent possible" by docu-
mentary evidence or verifiable
material, must be submitted
via email or an official Google
Form within 21 days of the no-
tice.

The Supreme Court estab-
lished the panel under the
leadership of Kanchan Devi, Di-
rector General of the Indian
Council of Forestry Research
and Education (ICFRE), to ob-
tain a "fair,impartial, and inde-
pendent" assessment. The
committee's mandate is to re-
solve critical ambiguities in an
October 2025 report submitted
by an Environment Secretary-
led panel. The panel is sched-
uled to submit its comprehen-
sive report to the court by
August 31.

Previously,aSCbench com-

prising Chief Justice Surya
Kant, Justice J K Maheshwari,
and Justice Augustine George
Masih stayed the top court's
earlier order accepting a pro-
posed definition of the Aravalli
Hills.

Theinitial acceptance of the
100-metre elevation bench-
mark sparked widespread pub-
lic debate after a series of re-
ports by The Indian Express
revealed it would leave over 90
per cent of the hill range out-
side protection, potentially
opening tracts to unchecked
mining and construction.

“There has been a signifi-
cant outcry among environ-
mentalists, who have expressed
profound concern about the
potential for misinterpretation
and proper implementation of
the newly adopted definition
and this Court’s directions. This
publicdissent and criticism ap-
peartostem from the perceived
ambiguity and lack of clarity in
certain terms and directives is-
sued by this court,” the SC
noted in its December 29 order,
staying the implementation of
the ministry report and court’s
November 20 judgment.

The committee has been
tasked with looking into a de-
finitive enumeration of specific
regions that fall within the
scope of the 100-metre defini-
tion recommended by the min-
istry panel and analyse
whether ‘sustainable mining’
or ‘regulated mining’ within the
newly demarcated Aravalli
areas notwithstanding regula-
tory oversight, would result in
adverse ecological
consequences.

Omar: Statehood demand
key torestoring J&K’s
constitutional guarantees

Naveed Igbal
Srinagar, July 21

A DAY after he led a protest in
Delhi seeking restoration of
statehood for Jammu and
Kashmir, Chief Minister and
National Conference vice-
president Omar Abdullah em-
phasised that the demand for
statehood is foundational to
restore constitutional guaran-
tees to J&K.

“What does (Article) 370 or
371 mean without statehood?
A union territory has no
powers. There is no state list or
a concurrent list, and that is
the whole fight. Any special
status that is accorded to J&K
— whether it is 370 or some-
thing else — it will come down
to how the Centre and state
share power and the Centre
does not share power with a
UT,” the CM said on Tuesday
in reference to criticism that
the NCisrestricting its protest
to statehood and not discuss-
ing the restoration of constitu-
tional guarantees under Ar-
ticle 370.

Underscoring that the
party was done waiting for
statehood, the NC decided in
June to take its demand to
New Delhi on the first day of
the monsoon session of Parlia-
ment. The protest, however,
was eclipsed by the Cockroach
Janta Party’s march from Jan-
tar Mantar to Parliament, and
many INDIA alliance partners
also gave it a miss.

Party president Farooq Ab-
dullah led party members

through the streets, but they
could not reach Central Delhi.
“The police had offered us
Ramlila Maidan as an alter-
nate venue, but we did not ac-
cept that,” Omar said.

The NChad invited several
national leaders and parties,
including Congress Parlia-
mentary Party leader Sonia
Gandhi, to join their demand
for statehood, but only Con-
gress leaders who are alliance
partners in the J&K govern-
ment were seen walking along
the NC legislators in the capi-
tal.

Speaking to The Indian Ex-
press, Omar said that while
many of them had committed
to joining the protest, the
leaders were unable to reach
the venue. “A few of them
spoke to me; they just weren’t
able to reach there. We had a
commitment from TMC, NCP,
DMK, SP among others.
Within the INDIA bloc, we
were sure they would join. But
the situation (in Delhi) was
just chaotic; I don’t blame
them,” Omar said.

Omar asserted that the pro-
test in Delhi is just the begin-
ning and a reminder to the
central government of its
word both in Parliament as
well as to the Supreme Court.
“They have to tell us what the
‘uchit samay’ (appropriate
time) for restoration of state-
hood is,” he said, adding that
Farooq Abdullah will take a
call on the organisational ef-
forts towards escalating this
demand.
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Ep sit-in

Gandhiwas taken to Chhatrasal
Stadiumin the Model Town area
and Vadra to Mandir Marg po-
lice station. Congress Parliamen-
tary Party chairperson Sonia
Gandhi reached the Mandir
Marg police station while Con-
gress workers showed up at the
Chhatrasal stadium.

The government said it had
agreed to Rahul Gandhi’s de-
mand for a discussion in Parlia-
mentontheissue of paperleaks,
but he later went back on his
word and insisted that Pradhan
must resign.

Late at night, Pradhan, ina
post on X, hit out at Gandhi and
the Congtess, saying they “con-
tinue to shamelessly exploit stu-
dents as political tools to manu-
facture disruption during the
Monsoon Session of Parliament”.

Criticisingthem for “causing
inconveniencetothe publicand
disregarding established secur-
ity protocols” by staging a
dharna outside the PM’s resi-
dence, he said, “Even after the
Government conveyed its read-
iness for a comprehensive dis-
cussion, the Congress chose
political spectacle over demo-
cratic debate. Their objective
was never solutions for students,
it was disruption for political
headlines. For Rahul Gandhi,
thisisnotaboutstudents. Thisis
about manufacturing confron-

tation after every genuine av-
enue for discussion has been
opened.”

“Our Government remains
100% committed to discussing
NEET and addressing every
genuine concernof ouryouthon
the floor of the House. The stu-
dents of India deserve far better
than being treated as props in a
political campaign. They de-
serve certainty over chaos, sol-
utions over slogans and respon-
sibility over disruption. We owe
ourstudents morethan outrage.
We owe them answers, reforms
and accountability. That is
exactlywhatour governmentre-
mainscommitted todelivering,”
Pradhan said.

In the afternoon, hours after
Gandhi and Vadra visited in-
jured protesters at the RML Hos-
pital, Congress MPs received a
message from AICC general sec-
retary (organisation) K C Venu-
gopal asking them to “reach 10,
Rajaji Marg, New Delhi at 3 pm
today ... to formally greet Con-
gress president on hisbirthday.”

When they showed up at
Kharge’s residence, they were
told about the marchtothe PM’s
residence. Itleft some of the MPs
surprised, one of whomtold The
Indian Express that the leaders
didn’t tell them in advance
about the sit-in because they
didn’t want to alert the police.

Kerala ChiefMinister VD Sa-
theesan was in Kerala House
when he came to know about
the sit-in and joined his col-

leagues. But he left after some
time.

In a social media post from
the protest site, Gandhi urged
“every patriotic Indian who be-
lieves our students deserve jus-
tice” tojoin the dharna.

Following his call, NCP(Sha-
rad Pawar) leader Supriya Sule
and SP’s Akhilesh Yadav joined
the protest.

Thegovernment dispatched
Minister of State Jitendra Singh
to speak to Gandhi. Singh said
Gandhi initially demanded that
the government agree to a dis-
cussion in Parliament on the
NEET issue and the ongoing
protest at Jantar Mantar.
“Within a few moments, after
taking permission from the gov-
ernment’s top leadership, Shri
Rahul Gandhi was assured that
his demand had been ac-
cepted... the government is
ready todiscuss in Parliamentall
issues related to NEET and the
associated movement,” Singh
wroteonX.

According to Singh, when
Gandhi was informed about
this, he went back on his word
and sought an assurance on
Pradhan’s resignation. “When
anattemptwas made to humbly
explain to him that for a senior
leader like him to backtrack
from his word so quickly does
notbefithim, hesaid thatitishis
prerogative. When the Home
Secretary tried to explain that
thissiteisnotsuitable forasit-in,
hisresponsewasthatitisalsohis

prerogative to sit wherever he
wants,” he said.

Hours later, the police
moved in to detain the Opposi-
tionleadersand tookthem away
inbuses.

The AAP, however, targeted
the Congress, claiming that its
dharnawasan attempt to divert
attention from the Cockroach
Janta Party’s protest. AAP MP
Sanjay Singh said, “To weaken
CJP’s dharna, Modi ji has
allowed Rahul Gandhi to protest
outside his residence.”

Following the massive as-
sembly of youth in the heart of
the Capital Monday, the sense in
Congress was that it could not
allow a public perception that
the CJP was spearheading the
movement against paper leaks
and examination irregularities,
especially since Gandhi had
been raising the same set of is-
sues forawhileand had held two
publicengagements—inKotain
June and Dehradun last week.

Inaway, Congress wasoutto
reclaim the space, especially
since Monday’s protests re-
flected the anger among a sec-
tion of the youth. And that too
when most ofthe non-Congress
Opposition had rallied behind
activist Sonam Wangchuk and
the CJP.

NCP (SP) chiefSharad Pawar,
AAP’s Arvind Kejriwal and Shiv
Sena UBT’s Uddhav Thackeray
were among Opposition leaders
who visited Jantar Mantar pro-
test venue Tuesday.

avt signal

record. The government is not
running away from it,” a senior
government functionary said.
The government’s argu-
ment is that the focus should
now be on ensuring a smooth
academic session rather than
reopeningacontroversy it con-
siders administratively settled.
Officials cited the progress
on NEET, CUET and JEE Main
admissions. “The majority of
students have gone back to
campuses,” the functionary

said, adding that Delhi Univer-
sity’s admission of around
72,000 students is an indicator
that academic activity has re-
sumed.

The Centre’s assessment is
that those continuing to lead
the protests are no longer the
“primary stakeholders” af-
fected by the examination pro-
cess. “We are not saying people
should not protest.Inademoc-
racy, people have every right to
protest,” another senior func-
tionary said. “But whoisraising
the issue, how it is being raised
and who is behind it are differ-
ent questions.”

That distinction alsounder-
pinsthe government’s refusal to
entertain demands that the
Education Minister step down.
Asked whether the minister
should offer to resign on moral
grounds after two paper leak
controversies during histenure,
a senior functionary, privy to
the government’s deliberations,
repeatedly described the de-
mand as “a political question”.

“Itisapolitical question,” he
said, declining to answer di-
rectly. “Should we succumb to
political pressure?” he asked, ar-
guingthat the government had
already accepted responsibility

and taken corrective measures.

“The system was compro-
mised by people we trusted. We
are not the paper mafia. We
were let down by people within
the system we trusted. We did
not hide the leak. We accepted
responsibility and tried to fix it,”
he said.

Evenasitrefusestoconcede
the demand for resignation, the
government says it is not op-
posed to a discussion in Parlia-
ment. “There should be debate.
There should bedialogueinthe
House. The government is fully
prepared to answer every ques-
tion,” the official said.

T_heiniured

march to Parliament made their
way back to the protest site at
Jantar Mantar on Tuesday.
Somewalked with alimp, others
with fresh bandages, while vol-
unteers guided them towards a
smaller stage that had been
turned into a makeshift relief
area.

Ayjit Singh, 30, a teacher who
coaches B.Ed students and lives
in Paschim Vihar, said he
headed back to the protest site
from Lady Hardinge Hospital at
11 am. “T had been fasting for
two-three days before joining
the march,” he said.

Singh said he waswalkingon
Parliament Street when the po-
licemoved in. “We told them we
hadn’t eaten and couldn’t run.
We asked them to spare us. But I
was hit with a lathi first on my
head, then my hands. I saw my
friend Hammad beingkicked by
amaninplainclothescarryinga
lathi. He collapsed,” he said.

Teargaslefthimunabletosee
clearly for nearly sixhours, Singh
said. He was treated for injuries
tohishead, left hand and legs in
the orthopaedics wing of Lady
Hardinge Hospital. “Tjoined the
protest because I am a teacher,
andIhavetoshowmy facetomy
students. The injustice done to
them isintolerable,” he said.

Despite leaving the hospital
only hours earlier, Singh said he
felt compelled to return. “Al-
though the governmentisunre-
sponsive, we shall continue to
fight for the students,” he said.

Singh’s friend Hammad (30)
was back at Jantar Mantar by 3
pm — just nine hours after the
social worker from Tonk in Ra-
jasthan had walked out of Lady
Hardinge Hospital, where he
had spent the night after being
injured on his head and hand.

“I want the police officers
who hit women protesters to be
detained..lamweakin bodybut
not in resolve,” said Hammad,
an LLB dropout who says he
spent the past 23 daysat the pro-
testsite.

Recalling the crackdown,
Hammad said he had been sit-
ting on the kerb with around 25
protesters near the Parliament

Street police station barricades.
“Therewere five menin uniform
and about 10 in civilian clothes.
They started hitting me with la-
this. I fell to the ground. ‘Get up
from here’,they told me,” hesaid.

A few friends carried him to
anearby medical camp, but he
gotcaughtupinthelathicharge
when police began clearing the
area, he said. “Ifell unconscious
forabout half-an-hour after they
brought me to the tent. Later, I
lay outside the police booth near
Jantar Mantar for nearly two
hoursbeforetheytookmetothe
hospital,” he said.

Sittingin front of the stage at
Jantar Mantar, 25-year-old Ritik
Ghosle’sright foot still bore scars
of the previous day’s police ac-
tion. The clothing shop owner
from Pune said he flew to Delhi
tojointhe protest three daysago
and went to RML Hospital after
being injured on Monday.

“Istudied only till Class 10,
but I want the children of our
country to have a better future
thanme,” hesaid, addingthathe
returned to the protest site be-
cause he “didn’t want to leave
the movement halfway”.

Nearby sat John (18), a stu-
dent with abandage around his
head after being struck with a
lathi while leaving Jantar Man-
tar on Monday. “If I don’t fight
today, Thave nootheroptionbut
tostudy abroad,” he said.

Narendra (22), who works at
ageneral store in Haryana, suf-
fered injuries on the back of his
knee and hands in the lathi
charge. Hewasdischarged from
Lady Hardinge Hospital at 9 am
and came directly to Jantar
Mantar “because of the suicides
(related to paper leaks) and for
our future generations,” he said.

Karan, a graduate from Ra-
jasthan, said he had been dis-
charged from Lady Hardinge
Hospital inthe morning. Unem-
ployed for the past three years,
the 24-year-old said he had at-
tempted the Delhi Police and Ra-
jasthan Police constable recruit-
mentexamswithoutsuccess. He
said he joined the protest be-
cause he was “fed up with the
paperleaks”. Hesaid he needsto
get back home to prepare for
“another recruitment exam next
week”. “ButIwill take partinthe
protest here tomorrow, too.”

Sikkim

Superintendent of Police (SP)
Sonam D Bhutia said. The SP
added that bodies of 12 have
been recovered during the res-
cueand search operations being
carried out by multiple agencies.

The ongoing rescue oper-
ation involved the National Dis-
aster Response Force (NDRF),
the State Disaster Response
Force (SDRF), the Fire and
Emergency Services, and other
agencies.

The NHPC said in a state-
ment that the incident was
caused by the “sudden ex-
plosion of trapped/embedded
suspected methane gas within
the rocks, resulting in dense
smoke and toxic gases”. The
statement said thatimmediately
after the incident, “the project
teamactivated itsemergency re-
sponse protocols”, and that they
were working in close coordina-
tionwith the districtadministra-
tion, NDRF, SDRF, local author-
ities and other emergency
agencies. “In addition, a special
rescue team from DG Mines-
Safety has also reached the site
for rescue operations,” it said.

The tunnel, which is part of
the hydroelectric project, was
being constructed to transport
high-pressure water from the
reservoir directly to the power-
house, which has the turbines
and generators.

Police sources said that dur-
ingthe ongoingexcavation work

forthe tunnel, workers are likely
tohaveinadvertently hit pockets
of trapped methane gas within
therocklayers. The escaping gas
would then build up rapidly in-
side the enclosed tunnel and ig-
nite, causing an explosion. This
then likely led to a cave-in, the
sources said.

Sikkim Governor Om Pra-
kash Mathur and Chief Minister
Prem Singh Tamang visited the
site to review rescue operations.

Tamang announced Rs 4
lakh ex gratia for the family
membersofthe deceased and Rs
50,000 for injured persons. In a
social media post, he said he was
closely monitoring the rescue
operations and had directed all
concerned authorities toextend
every possible assistance, ex-
peditethe rescueefforts, and en-
sure that the highest standards
of safety are strictly followed
throughout the operation.

PM Narendra Modi an-
nounced ex gratia of Rs 2 lakh
each to the kin of the deceased
and Rs 50,000 each to the in-
jured.

West Bengal Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari also ex-
pressed concern over the inci-
dent. “Weare closely monitoring
the developments as there is a
strong possibility that some of
the affected workers belong to
ourJalpaiguridistrict,” hesaid in
asocial media post. He said West
Bengal minister Bishal Lama
and the District Magistrate of
Darjeeling “are personally rush-
ingtothe site of the incident”.

—WITHPTIINPUT

Envoy

authorities that the targeting of
commercial shippingand there-
sulting loss of innocent civilian
lives are unacceptable and must
beavoided,” it said.

While Indiawas quicktocon-
demn the attack on Monday;, it
did not name Russia. The nam-
ing, and summoning, of a Rus-
siandiplomat on Tuesday is sig-
nificant, considering Delhi is
perceived to be closer to Moscow
and has done the diplomatic
tightrope walk over the last four
years of the Russia-Ukraine war.

While there have been
deaths of Indian seafarersinthe
US-Tranwariin thelast four-and-
a-half months, this is the first
time that Indian sailors have
died in the Russia-Ukraine war.

According to the Ukrainian
Air Force, Russian forces
launched three cruise missiles,
one of which struck Golden Leo
— a Turkish-owned merchant
vessel sailing under the flag of
Guinea-Bissau — while it was
departing Ukraine's Odesa port
Sunday. The strike killed 10
people, including four Indians.
The MEA had said another In-
dian sailor was “hospitalised in
acritical condition”.

While the Centre is yet to re-
leasethe namesofthe dead, two
sailors have been identified by
their families as Akhil Joyan, 26,
of Kerala’s Kasaragod district,
and Abhishek Nishad, 22, of
Deoria in Uttar Pradesh.

Caste countin Census

The caste enumeration will
happen along with the popula-
tion enumeration phase of the
Census, which will start early
nextyear.

The 2011 SECC failed to pro-
duce usable caste data largely
because of poor data quality, the
absence of a standardized caste
registry and flaws in operational
design. Since respondents could
self-report caste names without
verification, the exercise gener-
ated an administrative night-
mare. The final dataset con-
tained nearly 46.7 lakh distinct
caste names, compared with the
4,147 castes recorded in the last
comprehensive caste census
conducted backin1931.

The Union government
eventually withheld the raw
castedata.

As per the drop-down menu
proposal under consideration,
Central and state caste lists
would be combined, with many
states maintaining their own
listsof OBCand other castes that
differ from the Central list.

At present, the Census cap-
tures castes only for Scheduled
Castes (SCs) and Scheduled
Tribes (STs). The Census enu-
meration application already
containsadrop-down menu for
notified SC and ST commu-
nities, while all others are re-
corded simply as ‘Others’.

As per this proposal, there
would be a separate OBC cat-

egoryorall casteswould belisted
under the ‘Others’ category
through the comprehensive
drop-down menu, drawing
fromboth Central and statelists.
The RGIwould maintain aback-
end database mapping each
caste to the appropriate classifi-
cation.

AnRSS functionary said the
Sangh was uneasy with this.
“What we have today is largely a
caste architecture created and
institutionalised by the British.
Ifthe Censusrelieson those very
lists, it will end up further en-
trenchingastructure that,inour
view, was deliberately used by
the colonial administration to
keep Indian society divided.”

TheRSS haslongargued that
while caste identities existed in
India, British Census operations
transformed what it sees as
relatively fluid and localised so-
cial identities into rigid, legally
recognised categories. Accord-
ing to this view, repeated colo-
nial enumeration  thus
weakened broader Hindu social
cohesion by making caste a per-
manentadministrative identity.

“Itis an issue that is likely to
create problems whichever way
it is done. But the government
hasmadeacommitmenttocon-
duct caste enumeration, and it
will be done. The RGI will find
the best possible method,”
another government source
said.

M_artyrs’ Dayrally

political mobilisations, bringing
central parts of the city to a
standstill.

This year, however, the com-
memorations were split across
multiple venues. Following pro-
hibitory orders imposed by the
Kolkata Police in Esplanade, the
CalcuttaHigh Courtallowed the
TMCtohold its programme near
the Birla Planetarium.

The Ritabrata-led rebel fac-
tion was permitted to organise
itsevent near the Mahatma Gan-
dhi statue on the Maidan, while
the Congress held its rally at the
Shahid Minar grounds.

Addressing supporters, Ma-
mata invoked the Opposition
INDIA bloc while targetingboth
the BJPand therebel factions. “T
believe that those who have
gathered hereare thetruewealth
of Bengal. They are the greatest
strength of our movement.
Theircommitmentand courage
cannot be measured by money
or power. It is because of them
that thismovement continuesto

grow despite every challenge.
Noamount of intimidation, har-
assment, or political pressure
canweaken our resolve. We have
faced challenges before, and we
will continue to face them with
courage. As long as the people
remain united, no force will be
able to stop our struggle or si-
lence our voice. Despite facing
countless temptations, offers of
money, humiliation and depri-
vation, they never abandoned
us,”shesaid, addingthat she will
continue to travel across the
stateand remain among people.

Referringtothe recent show-
down in Delhi, Mamatasaid that
running a government requires
discipline and adherence to
democratic norms. “Recent
events in Delhi have shown how
quickly situations can escalate
during political confrontations.
Thave heard reports from Parlia-
ment that the circumstances be-
came so tense that even the
Prime Minister (Narendra Modi)
had to alter his plans. These de-

velopments remind us that sta-
bility and democratic conduct
must always be protected. If in-
justice and intimidation con-
tinue, our movement will re-
mainonthestreets,” she added.

Reiteratingher commitment
to the Opposition INDIA bloc,
with which she has had an
uneasy relationship, Mamata
said, “On Rabindra Jayanti, I
made it clear that I have no per-
sonal ego or bitterness towards
anyone. Across India, we fight
together as part of the INDIA
bloc,and wedothe samein Ben-
gal. My priority has always been
the protection of democracy.”

Without namingindividuals,
Mamataalsotrained gunsat her
former party colleagues. “Iwant
to tell those who have spent
years in the TMC and later
changed their stand that one day
every mask will come off. Many
have left because of the fear of
agencies. Around 40,000 cases
havebeen registered against our
party workers,” she said.

Rebels target Abhishek

Even as Mamata slammed
herex-colleagues, her former as-

sociate Madan Mitralaunched a
scathing attack on her nephew,
Abhishek Banerjee, from the
rebel TMC stage on Mayo Road.

Mentioning Abhishek’s
name, he said: “The CM of Ben-
gal did not make you a celebrity.
Lakhsof Trinamool workersand
supporters made you a celebrity.
The money with which Abhis-
hek travels on chartered flights
is the money of lakhs of Trina-
mool workers. Youcomeon foot,
and we will lay our neck scarves
atyour feet.”

TMC president Chandrima
Bhattacharyaalso slammed the
Mamata faction. “They (Ma-
mata faction) should feel
ashamed seeing our gathering.
We do not have limits on the
number of people attending but
they will be in contempt of a
courtorderiftheir strength goes
beyond 2,500,” she said.

Congsurprises itself

The Congress rally at Shahid
Minar emerged as another talk-
ing point of the day, with thou-
sands of supporters arriving
from districts across the state.
The large gathering left some

Kolkata

party leaders too surprised.
"The crowd has overflowed
beyond the Shahid Minar. The
police are not allowing party
workers to enter. Such a large
gathering is a major success for
the Congress. This is only the
trailer; change will definitely
come,” former Congress MP
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury said.
State Congress president
Subhankar Sarkar said 11 party
workers were injured while
travelling to the rally and had
been admitted to the R G Kar
Hospital. He also announced a
series of programmes from Au-
gust 9 to August 14, including a
rally at Brigade Parade Ground
between January 15 and Febru-
ary 15, which Leader of the Op-
position in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi is expected to attend.
Speaking at the event, na-
tional president of the Youth
Congress, Uday Bhanu Chibac-
cused the TMC of being the
BJP’s B-team. “The BJP is con-
trollingthe TMC. We do not fear
(Union Home Minister) Amit
Shah. We will hit the streets and
then see what happens,”

hesaid.
Bl

PM

governmentacted immediately
after reports of the paper leak
surfaced, and 13 people were ar-
rested and sent to jail. At the
sametime, toensure that the fu-
ture of the students was not af-
fected, the NEET re-examin-
ation was given priority,
conducted successfully,and the
results were declared without
delay,” he said.

“The Prime Minister also
said strict steps have been taken
topreventsuch paperleaksin fu-
ture. Those found involved in
the paper leak racket have been
arrested and jailed. He appealed
that they should be given the
strictest possible punishment,
with thesupport ofthe country’s
top lawyers, so that those in-
volved in such a grave offence
face exemplary action and such
incidents do not recur,” he said.

According to Rijiju, Modi
said that toensure that no future
paper leaks take place, all states
and the Centre must join hands
irrespective of party. “He said
this is a matter of the nation...
not partisan politicssince it con-
cernsthe future of the youth,” he
said.

Atthe meeting, sourcessaid,
Modi pointed out that while the
paper leak incident inconven-
ienced students, the re-examin-
ation took place without delay.

They quoted him saying
“dhurandhar” lawyers must en-
sure “exemplary punishment”
for those behind the paper leak
so that students get justice. He
urged NDA MPs to reach out to
students since it was “easy to
misguide them, difficult toshow
them the right path”.

The Prime Minister, sources
said, praised Skyroot Aero-
space’s successful rocket launch,
describing it as an example of
thebrilliance of youngentrepre-
neurs and their startups.

Taking a swipe at Leader of
Opposition Rahul Gandhi with-
out naming him, Modi was
quoted as having said “imagine
what would be their contribu-
tionattheage of 56 years, unlike
many others we see around us”.

On Monday;, police used tear
gasand lathis to stop thousands
of protesters marching towards
Parliamenton thefirstday of the
monsoon session. Many pro-
testers were injured.

On Tuesday, Union Health
Minister J P Nadda visited Ram
Manohar Lohia Hospital and
Lady Hardinge Hospital and
met some of the injured pro-
testers. “I met Sheikh Irshad
who was injured and is under
treatment at Lady Hardinge
Hospital. He said he is satisfied
with the treatment....,” he said.
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SLAMS PREVIOUS TMC, CPI(M) GOVTs OVER Rs 8 LAKH-CRORE DEBT

E-bus, water metro: CM’s
slew of announcements
to make commute easy

Adriver waves from an electric bus; Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari at the flag-off event in Kolkata on Tuesday. anI, ExPress

Suvendu flags off 50
eco-friendly buses;
Rs400-cr setaside
for zero value ticket’
scheme for women

Sweety Kumari
Kolkata, July 21

CHIEF MINISTER Suvendu Ad-
hikari on Tuesday announced a
slewof measuresaimed at mod-
ernisingthestate’stransport sec-
tor, even as he blamed the pre-
vious regimes for the mounting
debt on the state’s economy.

Theannouncementcameas
the CM flagged-off 50 new air-
conditioned buses — 43 CNG
andsevenelectric—busesatthe
Transport Bhawan in Kolkata.
Adhikari also announced plans
to introduce a Water Metro in
Kolkata, expand Metro Rail con-
nectivity beyond the city, set up
charging points for electricbuses
and develop agreenfield airport
in Kalyani.

Thanking officials from
WBTC, NBSTC, and SBSTC,
alongside Chief Secretary Manoj
Agarwal and Transport Secre-

tary Ravinder Singh, the Chief
Minister said at the event: “A
state and its government can
only be dynamic when its com-
munication and transport sys-
temismodern, eco-friendly,and
punctual. The more transport
networks expand, the more in-
dustry and commerce will grow
inthe state, generating employ-
ment opportunities.”

Slamming the previous gov-
ernments, Adhikari said: “We
have to steer the state forward
while handling the burden of
Rs 8 1akh crore debt left behind
bythe CPIM and Trinamool gov-
ernments. Working through in-
creased coordination with the
Central Government ratherthan
engaging in fights and disputes
will benefit the state in terms of
both revenue and infrastruc-
ture.” Adhikari added that the
government planned on further
increasing the state’s electronic
bus fleet, and the funding for
which will be available from the
Union Ministry of Urban Affairs
ata60:40ratio.

The newly launched fleet
features adistinctive saffron col-
our scheme, paying homage to
Swami Vivekananda and Chait-
anya Mahaprabhu. Besides,
charging pointsand refuelingin-

frastructure will be set up at de-
pots across all major districts.

Meanwhile, tenders are
being floated immediately for
400 new eco-friendly buses in
the state, building toward a tar-
get 0f 1,000 CNG and electric
buses by March 2027.

The government is also
coming up with ’pink cards’ for
women commuters, alongside
the promised ‘zero value ticket’
scheme for women. The state
has earmarked roughly Rs 400
croreannually for thisinitiative.
Addressing long-standing ad-
ministrative grievances, the con-
ductor salaries will be brought at
paritywith drivers from August.

While the existing Kolkata
Metro network remains under
the Ministry of Railways with
state assistance, the state gov-
ernment is planning to launch
independent city metros, con-
necting Asansol-Durgapur and
Siliguri-Jalpaiguri. The Chief
Secretary has been tasked with
securing financial backing from
multilateral ~ development
banks, targeting project comple-
tion within 2-3 years.

Further, to decongest city
bottlenecks and boost eco-tour-
ism, the government is joining
the national ‘Water Metro’ net-

work to utilise the state’s exten-
sive river network.

A new roll-on/roll-off (Ro-
Ro) ferry service between
Garden Reach (Kolkata) and
Sankrail-Shivpur (Howrah) has
also been announced to carry
freight trucks across the
Hooghly River. Upgraded jetty
infrastructure and luxury pas-
senger boat services with inte-
grated hospitality will a;spbein-
troduced to boost travel to the
Sundarbans.

A special plan has also been
launched to preserve Kolkata’s
iconic trams to be run on scenic
and heritage routes.

He also announced a green-
field international airport to be
built on 2,000-acre land in Ka-
lyani, North 24 Parganasdistrict.
With central assistance under
the UDAN scheme, regional air-
ports at Balurghat, Malda and
Purulia are also acquiring land
for runway expansions to pre-
pare forcommercial operations.
Meanwhile, body cameras will
soon be made mandatory for
motor vehicle inspectors, along
with installation of real-time
CCTV monitoring rooms across
public vehicles department of-
fices to eliminate extortion and
broker networks.

Press Trust of India
Kolkata, July 21

THE CALCUTTA High Court
on Tuesday granted interim
protection from coercive action
to TMC MP Mahua Moitra till
October 5 in a “hate speech”
case which she claimed is based
on fabricated charges.

The Krishnanagar MP
prayed before the court for an

interim order preventing coer-
cive police action in the case
and quashing of proceedings
against her in the case regis-
tered at Hogolberia police sta-
tion in Nadia district.

Justice Saugata Bhatta-
charyya directed Moitra to ap-
pear before the investigating of-
ficer on August 14 for
questioning in the case.

The court directed that no

coercive steps be taken against
her till October 5 subject to
compliance with the condi-
tions alluded to until October or
until further order, whichever
is earlier.

Notingthat the BNS (Bhara-
tiya Nyaya Sanhita) provisions
applied to Moitra carry a maxi-
mum punishment below seven
years, the court observed that
she is entitled to protection

HC grants relief to Mahua in hate speech case

from coercive action provided
she cooperates with the inves-
tigation.

On a prayer by her lawyer,
Justice Bhattacharyyadirected
the police to ensure Moitra is
not subjected to egg-pelting
when she appears before the in-
vestigating agency.

The court directed that the
matter will be heard again on
October 1.

Not against pvtrole, will

ensure education not
commodified: Minister

Press Trust of India
Kolkata, July 21

STATE HIGHER Education Min-
ister Jagannath Chattopadhyay
on Tuesday told the Assembly
that the state government was not
against private participation in
education but will ensure that
education is not turned into a
commodity.

He said the state government
was trying tosecure for West Ben-
gal one of the five university town-
ships announced by the Centre.

Presenting abudgetary outlay
of Rs 7,168 crore for 2026-27 forthe
state's Higher Education depart-
ment, Chattopadhyay said the
government will try to rope in
well-known universities from
other parts of the country and for-
eign colleges to set up facilities in
Bengal.

Itwill help studentslooking for
admissions in reputed univer-
sities in other parts of India and
abroad get better education op-
portunities in the state itself, the
minister said.

Hesaid while the government
was not against private participa-
tion in education, "it will ensure
thateducationisnotturnedintoa
commodity in the state".

A scholarship in the name of
Swami Vivekananda will soon be
announced for meritorious stu-
dentsgoingabroad for higheredu-
cation, he said, adding that the
government will give girl students
Rs50,000in instalments for them
to complete their higher educa-
tion. He said Bengal did notjoin 76
central higher education schemes
during the previous dispensation
only because they had 'PM' at the
beginningofthe name. Underthe
BJP government, the state has
joined all these schemes, Chatto-
padhyay said.

Participatinginadiscussionin
the House on the budget proposal
for the department, CPI(M) MLA
Md Mostafijur Rahaman said the
number of colleges and univer-
sitiesincreased inthe state during
the TMC rule, giving an impres-
sion that higher education in the
state was reaching newer heights,
but the real picture was dismal.

Higher Education minister
Jagannath Chattopadhyay

Few positions of the university are advertised
in the University for recruitment. For details,
please visit Website i.e. www.uuhf.ac.in
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A special event to felicitate students who have successfully
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Technical Education, Training and Skill Development Department,
Government of West Bengal

Maintaining that politicisation
of college management duringthe
previous TMC government se-
verely affected the higher educa-
tion system in West Bengal, the
CPI(M) MLA urged the higher
education minister to rectify these
issues.

Unregulated fee hike in mush-
rooming private colleges in the
state over thelast 15years must be
checked to provide students with
affordable education, he said and
sought proper utilisation of the
budget outlay for the school and
higher education departments.

BJP MLA Samarendra Nath
Ghosh said the budget proposals
aim to regain West Bengal's lost
glory in education and congratu-
lated the higher education depart-
ment for proposing to set up six
women's colleges in the state.

He said one college should be
setupineachdistrictto proliferate
women's education.

Jamuria MLA Bijan Kumar
Mukherjee said although much is
said regarding the welfare of the
Adivasis, they are lagging in
higher education. Setting up a
board to spread higher education
among the Adivasi people in the
state would help achieve the goal
of imparting education to all, he
said.

Chattopadhyay maintained
the BJP government "inherited a
rotten higher education system"
in West Bengal.

Stating that 31 state-aided uni-
versities were set up during the
Mamata Banetjee government, he
said thatin reality most were with-
out even basic infrastructure or
teachers and only a minuscule
number of students.
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MARTYRS’ DAY: 23 YEARS AFTER 13 YOUTH CONGRESS WORKERS WERE KILLED IN POLICE FIRING

One occasion, three claimants for its legac

TMC supremo Mamata Banerjee with Abhishek at their faction’s rally near Birla Planetarium; rebel MLAs Ritabrata Banerjee, Madan Mitra, Firhad Hakim at a separate rally organised by the breakaway bloc, at Mayo Road, in Kolkata, Tuesday. PARTHA PAUL, EXPRESS

From ascaled-down event, Mamataups Leave Abhishek’s
ante against BJP, rebels, seeks Opp unity

Day after Delhi
crackdown on
students’ protest,
she says with CJP

Ravik Bhattacharya &
Atri Mitra
Kolkata, July 21

REFERRING TO the police
crackdown on student pro-
testersin New Delhi, Trinamool
Congress (TMC) chief Mamata
Banerjee on Tuesday drew a
similarity with violence against
her party workers after their de-
feat in the West Bengal Assem-
bly polls, and accused the BJP
governments at the Centre and
thestate of tryingto “silence” the
dissenting voice with “threats”.
Addressing party workers
during the annual Martyrs’ Day
rallyin Kolkata, the former chief
minister said, “People, from
DelhitoKolkata, have witnessed
what happenswhen fearand in-
timidation become political
tools. Ifthey cannot win through
democratic means, they try tosi-
lence voices through threats. But
Iaskthem, how long can fear be
used as a weapon? How many
people can they continue to in-
timidate? Our leaders and
workers have faced repeated
harassment across different
partsof the state.”
Assertingthatifrequired, she
would go to Delhi to take partin
the protest led by the Cockroach
Janata Party against paper leak,
the TMCchiefsaid her party has
been supporting the students’
protest from the beginning,
“Running a government
requires discipline and adher-
ence to democratic norms. Re-
centevents in Delhi have shown
how quickly situations can esca-
late during political confronta-
tions. I have heard reports from
Parliament that the circum-
stances became so tense that
even the Prime Minister (Nar-
endra Modi) had to alter his

plans. These developments re-
mind usthatstability and demo-
cratic conduct must always be
protected. I want to make one
thing clear. If injustice and in-
timidation continue, our move-
mentwill remain onthestreets,”
the TMC chief said, adding,
“Like the BJP ran away in Delhi,
from here too they all will run
away if we all hit the streets”.
The July 21 Martyrs’ Day
rally, held every year by the TMC
to mark the death of 13 Youth
Congress members in police fir-
ingin 1993 when Left Front was
in power, was a lacklustre affair
this year, with the rebel faction
of the party holding a parallel
event. For the first time in 15
years, the TMC rally was held,
not in its traditional spot in Es-
planade, but near Birla Plane-
tarium on the orders of the Cal-
cutta High Court. The rebel
faction, led by MLA Ritabrata
Banerijee, held its parallel Mar-
tyrs’ Day event at Mayo Road.

To CM: ‘If Ispealk,
youwill be exposed’

At the rally, Mamata also
reached outtoallthe Opposition
parties, calling for aunited front
againstthe BJPunderthe INDIA
bloc. “On RabindraJayanti, Ihad
made it clear that I have no per-
sonal ego or bitterness towards
anyone. Across India, we fight
together as part of the INDIA al-
liance, and we do the same in
Bengal. My priority has never
been personal rivalry; it has al-
ways been the protection of
democracy and constitutional
values,” she said.

"Tappeal to all those fighting
the BJP in Bengal to come to-
gether," she said without men-
tioning any party’s name.

Referring to her rebel MLAs
and MPsjoining hands with the
BJP, Mamata said, “I want to
caution those who believe they
are safesimplybecause they can
hold meetings or operate party
offices today under political pa-
tronage. If democratic institu-
tions continue to weaken, the
consequences will notstopwith

Abhishek sendslegal
noticeto Madan Mitra

Kolkata: TMC MP Abhishek Baner-
jee sentaRs 10 crore legal notice
to rebel MLA Madan Mitra, claim-
ing that the latter made defama-
tory statements againsthimina
social media post. The notice by
Banerjee's lawyer claimed the
compensation to Banerjee by
Mitra "for the loss of his personal
reputation, political standing,
credibility and goodwill." The
notice claimed that Mitra made
"malicious"” comments against
Banerjee in alive broadcast, mak-
ing fabricated insinuations. The
notice demanded that the com-
pensation be paid within three
days, along with the issuance of a
public apology. PTI

one political party. Idonot want
democracy to be destroyed or
undermined,” she said.

She also accused Chief Min-
ister Suvendu Adhikari, her
aide-turned-rival, of using the
state machinery to weaken the
TMC. Without naming Adhikari,
who switched over tothe BJPin
2020,the TMC supremosaid she
could expose his deeds during
hisdecade-longstayin her party.
"Iflopen my mouth, Iwill reveal
everything about what you did
during your 10 years in the Tri-
namool. I will expose your
mask... If BJP is defeated at
Centre, government here willbe
onshaky ground," she said.

To ‘traitors’: ‘Your
mask will come off’
Declaring that "traitors" (the
rebel leaders) would never be
taken back, the TMC chief said,
“I'want to tell those who have
spent years in the Trinamool
Congress and later changed
their stance that, one day, every
mask will come off. The truth
cannot remain hidden forever.
Peoplewill ultimately recognise
whostood with them during dif-
ficulttimesand who chose adif-
ferent path when pressure

mounted.”

“Many have left because of
fear—the fear of ED (Enforce-
ment Directorate, CBI (Central
Bureau of Investigation), or CID
(Criminal Investigation Depart-
ment).Thave never seen the CID
so active in my political life.
Through different levels of the
administration, thousands of
cases have been filed against our
leaders and workers. Around
40,000 cases have been regis-
tered against our party workers.
It is almost unprecedented in
scale,” she claimed.

Cautioning the rebel leaders
ofthe “consequence” of theiract,
Mamatasaid she would fight “till
the veryend” toretain her party
and symbol.

The rebel faction, which
claims to be the “real TMC”, has
moved the Election Commis-
sion to get the TMC symbol and
party name, and has gotten the
party account frozen.

“If you think that because
you are in government, you can
take away my party's symbol, I
will never accept it. I will fight
until the very end. This party
and its symbol were built
through immense sacrifice and
the blood of countless workers.
As the founder-president of the
party, I say that no one can
legally take away our symbol. If
anyone attempts to do so, I will
fight to reclaim everything.
What people have built from
their hearts becomes symbol of
party, its greatest asset, and its
enduring legacy,” said Mamata.

Guardsvenue after
stage ‘vandalised’

On the eve of the rally, Ma-
mataand herloyal leadersspent
Monday night in front of the
Birla Planetarium after the dais
was vandalised. The stage was
rebuilt by Tuesday morning,

On Monday evening, Ma-
mata visited the venue and al-
leged that the party was being
prevented from holding meet-
ings and processions. She also
claimed that peopletravellingto
attend Tuesday’s Kolkata rally

were not being provided accom-
modation. Later that night, the
stage was allegedly vandalised,
with banners and hoardings
strewn on the road and a part of
the pandal destroyed. Asreports
ofthe vandalism spread, Baner-
jee and TMC leaders Dola Sen,
Derek O’Brien, and others
rushed backtothesite. Banetjee
said the group would remain
there through the night to en-
sure no further disturbance to
the ceremony.

“Our supporters are being
prevented from coming to the
meeting. The police are
threatening the families of the
martyrsnottocometothe meet-
ing. Everything cannot be done
by forcelike this. We are remem-
bering the martyrs. Our stage is
being broken. The electricity
and microphone lines were dis-
connected. Postersand banners
are being torn. Around 60 BJP-
backed goons did all these. It is
led by a criminal, who is cur-
rently out on bail. There has
been a conspiracy since the be-
ginning to sabotage the event
with police on one side and BJP
onotherside,” Mamata alleged.

Around 1.30 am, in a Face-
book Live from the area, Trina-
mool MP Mahua Moitra said
that someone had tried to sab-
otage the Mamata Banerjee-led
faction’s Martyrs’ Day pro-
gramme. “We will notbowdown
tothis. The stage hasbeen setup
again asbefore. Martyrs’ Day will
be observed. Party workers and
supporters should join without
any worry,” she added.

On Tuesday morning, Ma-
mata paid tribute to the martyrs
in a post on X. “On #ShahidDi-
bas, I pay my heartfelt tributesto
the martyrs who tragically lost
their lives in 1993. May this day
strengthen the resolve of every
member of the Maa-Mati-
Manush family to uphold
democracy, justice, and the
rights of the people. Their sacri-
fice continues to inspire us, and
their legacy will forever remain
at the heart of our movement,”
shesaid.

hands, we will all fall
at your feet’: Madan
Mitra dares Mamata

Tanusree Bose
Kolkata, July 21

UPPING THE ante against TMC
supremo Mamata Banerjee,
rebel MLA Madan Mitra gave
her a one-month ultimatum to
“leave Abhishek Banerjee’s
hands” and reconnect with the
grassroot workers. Healsodared
Abhishek to admit his share of
mistakes, which, Mitra said,
allowed the party to splinter.

Mitra’s remarks came days
after Abhishek challenged the
rebel faction leadersto returnto
Mamata-fold, saying he would
quit all party posts in an hour if
they did.

Addressing a Martyrs’ Day
rally organised by Leader of Op-
position Ritabrata Banerjee at
MayoRoad, Mitrasaid, “Tam giv-
ing Mamata Banerjee one
month. Leave Abhishek’s hand
and hold the hands of the TMC
workers. The TMC is not Abhis-
hek’s party. It belongs to the
workers. Who is responsible for
thisthree-way split in the party?
Youweren't made chief minister
by Abhishek or film celebrities
whom you adore, but by the
lakhs of Trinamool workers
who toiled for you.”

“If you (Mamata) have the
courage, come to this stage and
apologise. We will fall at your
feet,” Mitra said.

Taking potshotsat Abhishek,
Mitra said, “You spoke of resig-
ningwithinan hour ofthe rebels
returning to Mamata. [ am giv-
ing you two hours to walk here
and admit that you made mis-
takes. No one will throw eggs at
you. Admit that the party has
gone down because of you.”

Meanwhile, Ritabrata at-
tacked Mamata, accusing the
previous chief minister of sup-
pressing the judicial probe re-
portonthe1993 July 21 police fir-
ing, and alleging that her
government stood on the “blood
ofthose martyrs”.

Rebel MLA Madan Mitra
addresses therally. pri

“Several questions have
arisen after the report was made
public. The investigation hap-
pened but the report was sup-
pressed. The report said the
commission had stated to give
Rs 25 lakh to the martyrs’
families and injured Rs 5 lakh
but that was not done. We want
to know who did Didi have to
save so that the report was not
made public? Where did the
money go?” he said.

Healso alleged that carsand
buses from several districts like
Birbhum, Maheshtala, Krishna-
nagar, and Metiaburuz were
being stopped and BJP workers
were attacking the TMC
workers, saying he would file po-
lice complaints.

Ritabrata announced
monthly financial assistance for
the families of the martyrs, pro-
vided the ECgave the rebels con-
trol over the party'sassets. “Ican
promise you thatif the Commis-
sion gives a decision in our fa-
vour, then the first thing we will
do is this: Rs 10,000 will reach
the accounts of all the July 21
martyr families every month
from the TMC'’s funds,” he said.

Present on the stage at the
gathering were leaders like Fir-
had Hakim, Aroop Biswas,
Chandrima Bhattacharya, Sne-
hasish Chakraborty, Shyuli
Saha, Arup Chakraborty, and
Anubrata Mondal.

Congress leader Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury at the rally. pri

Cong sees hope
in TMC splinter,
plans Brigade
rally with Rahul

Press Trust of India
Kolkata, July 21

THE STATE Congress on Tues-
day held its Martyrs' Day pro-
gramme here after several years,
commemorating the youth
wing workers Killed in the 1993
police firing, and said the atten-
dance at the gathering marked
the party's revival in the state.

Italsoannounced organising
a rally at the Brigade Parade
Ground in central Kolkata next
yearthatwould be addressed by
the leader of the opposition in
the Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi.

After Mamata Banetjee dis-
associated from the Congress
and formed the TMC in the late
1990s, her party gradually took
over the Martyrs’ Day event,
holding massive rallies at Dhar-
matalaevery year.

With the TMCsufferingarift
after losing Assembly polls this
year, the observance was quite
lacklustre thisyear, with the Ma-
mata Banerjee faction and the
rebel group holding separate
programmes.

The Congress took the op-
portunity to organise its own
programme at the iconic Sha-
heed Minar in central Kolkata.

The programme, however,
brought to the fore murmurs of
factionalism within the Con-
gress' state unit, as a section of
workers raised slogans in sup-
portofstate Congress chief Sub-
hankar Sarkar when his prede-
cessor Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury arrived at the
venue. Chowdhury, sought to
downplay the developmentand
praised Sarkar for the turnout at
therally.

Assertingthatthiswasonlya
trailer, hesaid, “Change isinevi-
table,anditwillbeevidentinthe
next Lok Sabha elections.”

Addressing the gathering,
Sarkar alleged that 11 Congress
workers were injured while on
theirway tothe programme and
have been admitted tothe R G
Kar Hospital.

Announcing a series of or-
ganisational programmes over
the next few months, he said,
“We will organise street-corner
meetings from August 9 to Au-
gust 14 and hoist the national
flagon the midnight of Indepen-
dence Day.” The state Congress
chief also announced that the
party would hold a rally at Brig-
ade Parade Ground between Ja-
nuary 15 and February 15 next
year. “Rahul Gandhi will attend
therally,” he said.

National Youth Congress
leader Uday Bhanu Chib
launched a diatribe against the
BJP, alleging that the rebel TMC
faction was being controlled by
the saffron party.

o GROUND REPORT

Besides the leaders, change was reflected in arrangements too:
Unlike past, no night stay or egg-rice meals for party workers

Antoreep Das
Kolkata, July 21

“EKUSHEJULY amader kachhe
ekta emotion. Ar sei movement
ta korechhilen Mamata Baner-
jee... Tanke chhara ekushe July
bhabajaina(Forus,July2lisan
emotion. That movement was
led by Mamata Banerjee... With-
out her, there’sno July 21.)”

These were the words of Su-
mesh Sarkar, the vice-chair-
man of Basirhat Municipality,
seated just 10 feet away from
Mamata’s stage.

As the TMC supremo
emerged on the stage — with a

huge banner in the background
displaying the words “Shradd-
hanjali” (tribute) in Bengali —
the crowds erupted in cheer.

Even afteracrashing defeat
in the Assembly polls and the
subsequent loss of her party’s
20 MPs and 65 MLAs, Mamata
managed to attractaseaof sup-
portersat her Martyrs’ Day rally
here on Tuesday — even more
than the rebel camps.

When the Mamata-led Tri-
namool Congress firstassumed
power in West Bengal in 2011,
the party’s July 21 rally became
an annual show of political
power. Packed with bigwigs

from across the industries, the
TMC rally would attract emi-
nent actors, artists and social
personalities.

But this year, the former
chief minister was surrounded
only by her closest associates,
who remain by her side as the
dust settles after an intense
electoral battle in the state.

Standing just behind the
stage, a TMC leader, “In the last
15 years, we had forgotten how
togive atrue tribute to the mar-
tyrs. Those celebrities who used
to gather here have now van-
ished. After many years, we are
truly remembering our mar-

The crowd at Mamata’s Martyrs Day rally, Tuesday. PaRTHA PAUL

tyrs...inagatheringmuch much
higher than the rebel bloc.”
The change was also re-
flected in the arrangements:
Unlike previous years, this time
the Mamata camp had not ar-
ranged for her party workers’

night stay, or egg-rice meals.
Mamata, too, reflected upon
this in her speech, “This year,
could notarrange foraccommo-
dation... Could notevenarrange
abus, train or car. Even after
that, you have come of your own

accord. You are my gold mine;
and those who were false, they
fled away. The more they will go,
the happier I will be. I have my
students and youths by my side,
old and new workers, they will
come forward. The street will
show our way.”

But the dearth of arrange-
ments did not stop the party
loyalists from showing up for
Mamata at the Birla Plane-
tarium. Several of them hoped
she would bounce back from
the defeat even stronger.

For some party workers,
Mamata’s defeat has left them
feeling politically sidelined.

Mahmud Alam, a resident
of Pilkhana in North Howrah,
said, “We are here as we stand
with Didi. For us, she repre-
sents Bengal’s pride, and we
won’t leave her. She has worked

Kolkata

for people across communities
— Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs,
everyone. Bengal’s culture is
about living together and re-
specting each other’s festivals,
not bulldozer politics.”

For many party workers, the
day also serves as an annual
reminder of the party’s prio-
rities. “We come here every
year because from this stage,
Didi shares the direction for the
future of the party... We goback
and continue our work,” said
Bidyut Sardar from the Jagat-
ballavpur constituency.

Tosome, travellinglong dis-
tancestoattend the annual rally
is a mark of their commitment
tothe party. “Mamata’s nameis
deeply rooted in people’s hearts,
and whenever she calls, thou-
sands turn up. We came from
Durgapur, spending our own

money to attend because we
wanted to support her. Even
today, many more would have
come, butsome were prevented
from travelling. The turnout re-
flects people’s affection for Didi,
not planning or inducement,”
said Prashanta Chowdhury,
who works at a steel factory in
Durgapur. Many supporters
alsoseemed visibly angry at the
rebel TMC faction led by Rita-
brata Banetrjee, with some cal-
ling him a “traitor”. As crowds
spilled across key intersections
near the venue, traffic move-
ment slowed down as police
and volunteers managed the
movement. Beyond speeches
andslogans, therally came alive
with street vendors and
hawkers, seeming like a ‘mela’.
— ANTOREEP DAS IS AN INTERN AT
KOLKATA OFFICE OF THE INDIAN EXPRESS
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KISAN MAHAPANCHAYAT AGAINST INDIA-US TRADE DEAL

Punjab farmers stopped on way to Delhi

as Haryana cops scal Shambhuborder

Express News Service
Chandigarh, July 21

PUNJAB FARMERS on their
way to Delhi for the Kisan Ma-
hapanchayat to protest against
the proposed India-US trade
deal were stopped at the
Shambhu border by the Ha-
ryana Police on Tuesday.

The farmers' convoys were
met with barricades and ce-
ment blocks at the entry point
to the neighbouring state.

Later inthe day, the farmers
began their march homewards
after handing over amemoran-
dum to Haryana Agriculture
Minister Shyam Singh Rana
and Ambala Deputy Commis-
sioner Ajay Singh Tomer, who
promised to fulfil their de-
mands, including release of de-
tained farmers.

Theleaderssaid they ended
their agitation around 6 pm
after their detained colleagues
were released. By the evening,
Haryana authorities had
begun removing barricades
and cement blocks from the
Shambhu border point. They
said traffic on the Ambala-Am-
ritsar national highway will re-
sume soon. A day-long Kisan
Mahapanchayat was to happen
at Kisan Ghat in Delhi under
the banner of 'Desh Bachao
Morcha' on Tuesday.

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann slammed the
Haryana government for pre-
venting farmers from moving
towards Delhi and asked the
Centre to invite farmers for

— iy,
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Protesting farmers at Shambhu toll plaza near Patiala on Tuesday. Express

talks. Besides Punjab, farmers
from Haryana, Himachal Pra-
desh, and Uttar Pradesh were
claimed to have been part of
the march for the Mahapan-
chayat.

Earlier in the day, around a
thousand farmers from Pun-
jab, carrying flags of their out-
fits, arrived at the Shambhu
border to proceed to Delhi on
buses.

According to farmer
leaders, scores of farmers were
stopped by the police at the
Khanauri border, Shahabad in
Kurukshetra, and Karnal while

they were on their way to Delhi.
Thus hundreds of farmers sat
onadharnaon the expressway
ataround 10 am and remained
there until 5.30 pm, upon the
release of the detained farmer
leaders.

National Highway-44,
which connects Delhi with
Punjab, and the Jammu-Katra
National Highway were among
the worst affected due to the
protests, especially in Ambala
and Kaithal districts. Howevet,
the main centre of the farmers'
movement in Haryana re-
mained the Shambhu border

in Ambala, where thousands of
farmers from Punjab had gath-
ered to proceed towards Delhi.
Authorities in Ambalaalsoim-
posed prohibitory orders
across the district.

A senior Haryana Police of-
ficer told The Indian Express
that around 15 companies of
security forces, including para-
military personnel, had been
deployed at the Shambhu
border. To prevent the move-
ment of protesters, the police
erected multiple barricades
and placed cement blocks on
the bridge over the Ghaggar

=

River at Shambhu. Alternative
traffic arrangements were also
made for commuters travelling
between Haryana and Punjab.
BKU (Bhagat Singh) spokes-
person Tejveer Singh said that
the Haryana minister assured
the farmers that those de-
tained, including farmer leader
Gurnam Singh Charuni, would
be released after discussions
with the Chief Minister and the
farmers were also assured that
ameeting with Union Agricul-
ture Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan would be arranged
within the next 8-10 days.

Jaishankar to meet Quad
counterparts in Manila on
sidelines of ASEAN meet

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, July 21

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS Minister
S Jaishankar will visit Manila,
Philippines, on July 22-23toat-
tend the Quad Foreign Min-
isters’ Meeting under the
ASEAN framework, including
the ASEAN-India, East Asia
Summit (EAS), and ASEAN Re-
gional Forum (ARF).

The MEA said that the visit
“underscores India’s deepen-
ing engagement with ASEAN
under the Act East Policy and
reaffirms our strong commit-
ment to further strengthening
the ASEAN-India Comprehen-
sive Strategic Partnership. It is
of particular significance that
2026 has been designated as
the ASEAN-India Year of Mari-
time Cooperation”.

Itsaid thaton the margins of
the ASEAN-related meetings,
“the External Affairs Minister
will be participating in a Quad
Foreign Ministers’ meeting
with his counterparts from
Australia, Japan and the United
States. He is also expected to
hold bilateral meetings with his
counterparts from participat-
ing countries.”

In May this year, with aneye
on China, the Quad Foreign
Ministers decided tolaunch the
Indo-Pacific Maritime Surveil-
lance Corporation, expanding
maritime domain awareness
and enhancing port infrastruc-
ture in Fiji. They also agreed to
launch the Indo-Pacific Energy

Govt rescinds
incorrect RS
electionresults
notification

New Delhi: The Union Law and
Justice Ministry on Monday re-
scinded a gazette notification
published earlierin the day that
mistakenly renotified the re-
sults of the by-electionsto three
West Bengal Rajya Sabha seats
instead of the result of the elec-
tion to a seat from Mizoram,
government and Election Com-
mission sources said on Tues-
day.

They published the correct
one, notifying the election of
Zoram People’s Movement
leader Khiangte Laltluangkima
to a seat from Mizoram. ENS

Sena (UBT) moves Supreme
Court against MPs’ merger

Express News Service
New Delhi, July 21

THE SHIV Sena (UBT) on Tues-
day moved the Supreme Court
challenging Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla’s decision to recognise
the merger of six of its MPs with
therival ShivSenaled by Maha-
rashtra Deputy Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde.

Senior Advocate Devadatt
Kamat, appearing for the peti-
tioner, Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
Arvind Ganpat Sawant, men-
tioned the matter before Chief
Justice of India (CJI) Surya
Kant, whowas presiding over a

three-judge bench, and sought
anurgent hearing.

“Six of these MPs decide
unilaterally, without the
merger of the original political
party, and say we have merged
with the rival. We contested
against that political party,”
Kamat submitted.

The senior counsel urged
the bench to hear the matter
soon, saying, “The urgency is
that my functioning as a politi-
cal party in Parliament has
come to an absolute standstill.
These MPs are not with me be-
cause the Speaker has recogni-
sed their merger with some

other political party. This is in-
tended for Parliament session.”
The CJI said that he could not
promise it would be listed this
week.

Sawant’s writ petition chal-
lenges “the ex-facie unconsti-
tutional, illegal, and perverse
circular dated 18.07.2026...is-
sued by the Joint Secretary, Lok
Sabha Secretariat...” recogni-
sing the merger. Sampat said
these MPs were given tickets by
the Shiv Sena (UBT) and con-
tested the Lok Sabha elections
on the name and symbol be-
longing to party (flaming torch
or mashaal).

Minor raped in UP hotel; 3 held

Aligarh: A15-year-old girl was
allegedly raped at a local hotel
here after being lured onto the
premises under a false pretext,
following which police arrested
the main accused and two hotel
staff members, officials said on

Tuesday. Local Circle Officer
said the accused, along with
two staff members of the hotel,
have been arrested. They have
been booked under relevant
provisions of the POCSO Act,
the officer added. PTI

EXPLAINED

Bridging the gap

The Quad grouping has
faced challengesinthelast
year or so. With the US Pres-
ident Donald Trump reach-
ingouttoChinaandthe
strained ties between Delhi
and Washington, thereisa
perceived gap between India
and the US. But the Quad
grouping meeting at the For-
eign Ministers’level signals
some effort to bridge the gap.

Security initiative, which will
focus on regional energy resil-
ience. And they decided to pro-
ceed with concrete cooperation
under the Quad Critical Min-
erals Initiative framework to
strengthen supply chains.

The Foreign Ministers of
India, the US, Australia and
Japan will meet in Manila. But
with the US and China engage-
ment on one side and the
strained tiesbetween Indiaand
the US, there appears to be un-
certainty over the Quad leaders’
summit this year in Delhi.

In May this year, when the

Quad Foreign Ministers met in
Delhi, the joint statement did
notspecify whether it would be
held this year in Delhi or in
some other country. The Quad
Foreign Ministers’ meeting was
originally planned tobe held in
Australia, but it was held in
Delhi. So, officials said that it is
a “nimble” grouping, and the
decision to hold the leaders’
summit will be taken by the
Foreign ministers.

“Welook forward to the con-
vening of the Quad Leaders’
Summit, the next Quad Foreign
Ministers’ Meeting, and con-
tinuing our engagements that
advance peace, stability, and
prosperity in the Indo-Pacific
and beyond,” the joint state-
ment had said.

The Philippines assumed
the ASEAN Chairship for 2026
under the theme “Navigating
Our Future, Together”, focus-
ing on regional peace and se-
curity, economic integration,
digital transformation, inclus-
ive growth and people em-
powerment. It comes at a time
when ASEAN seeks to
strengthen resilience amid glo-
bal uncertainties while advanc-
ing cooperation among
member states and external
partners, including India.
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TRIPURA UNIVERSITY
(= feafaaerT / A Central University), T (3.)/ Tripura (W), 7 / PIN - 799022

No. F.TU/FIN/Consumable/356/Vol-V/2024

NOTIFICATION FOR RATE CONTRACT

Dated: 20.07.2026

On behalf of Tripura University, Rate Contract Proposal are invited from the
reputed manufacturers for supply of Chemicals & Solvents, Reagents, Glassware
and Plasticware with atleast 10% Discount on Company's Price List to various
Departments of Tripura University for the Financial Year 2026-2027. Details
can be seen and downloaded from Tripura University website:
www.tripurauniv.ac.in. (NB: Hindi version is available on T.U. website).

Sd/-, (Dr. Nirmalya Debnath)
Drawing and Disbursing Officer (DDO)
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CENTRAL WAREHOUSING CORPORATION

Teh A WUIgas)

(A NAVRATNA CPSE)

No. CWC/B&C/ED/7(1) (d)/2026-27
CANCELLATION OF ELECTION

Dated: 20.07.2026

It is to inform that Shri Manish Sahani of The Uttar Pradesh State
Cooperative Bank Ltd., Lucknow is elected unopposed as Director on
the Board of Central Warehousing Corporation representing ‘Other
Scheduled Banks’ under section 7(1) (d) of the Warehousing
Corporations Act, 1962 for a period of three years w.e.f. 05.08.2026 to
04.08.2029 As such the election meeting scheduled to be held on

05.08.2026 has been cancelled.

Secretary, CWC

Format C-1

Declaration about criminal cases

India &Anr.)

Name of Election

Name and address of candidate

Name of political party

*Name of Constituency

(for candidate to publish in Newspapers, TV)

(As per the judgement dated 25th September, 2018, of Hon'ble Supreme Court
in WP (Civil) No. 536 of 2011 (Public Interest Foundation & Ors. Vs. Union of

SUKHENDU SEKHAR RAY
1/111/1, Gariahat Road(South), Jodhpur Park,

Kolkata-700068

BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY (BJP).
(Independent candidates should write

"Independent" here)

COUNCIL OF STATES (RAJYA SABHA)

BYE ELECTION 2026

RAJYA SABHA, West Bengal

I, Sukhendu Sekhar Ray (hame of candidate), a candidate for the above mentioned
election, declare for public information the following details about my criminal

No.1573 of 2011

antecedents:
(A) Pending criminal cases
Section(s) of Acts
Sl.| Name of Case No. Status of concerned and
No. Court and Dated Case(s) brief description of
offence(s)
1. |CJIM, Alipore | Complaint Case Charges have | Nature of offences :

not been framed

DEFAMATION

(B) Details about cases of conviction for criminal offences

Description of

Sl. Name of Court & ffence(s) & Maximum Punishment

No.| date(s) of order(s) onence(s Imposed
punishment imposed

1. NOT APPLICABLE NOT APPLICABLE NOT APPLICABLE

*In the case of election to Council of States or election to Legislative Council by
MLAs, mention the election concerned in place of name of constituency.

WEST BENGAL STATE ELECTRICITY
TRANSMISSION COMPANY LIMITED

(A Government of West Bengal Enterprise)
Registered Office: Vidyut Bhavan, Block-DJ, Sector-ll, Bidhannagar, Kolkata-700091
CIN: U40101WB2007SGC113474 » web: www.wbsetcl.in

E-TENDER FOR THE FOLLOWING WORKS ARE INVITED:-

NIT No.: CE(P)/WBSETCL/
400KV_220KV_C.T./26-27/11
Date: 22.07.2026

Procurement of Current Transformers (400
kV & 220 kV). Bid documents can be
downloaded from 22.07.2026, 03:00 P.M.

Bid submission starting date (online): 06.08.2026, 02:00 PM. and bid
submission closing date (online): 19.08.2026, 04:00 P.M.

NIT No.: CE(P)/WBSETCL/
12KV_VCB/26-27/12

Date: 23.07.2026

starting date (online): 07.08.2026, 02:00 P.M. and bid submission closing
date (online): 19.08.2026, 04:00 P.M.

Procurement of 12 kV VCB switchgear panel
set. Bid documents can be downloaded
from 23.07.2026, 03:00 P.M. Bid submission

NIT No.: CE(P)/WBSETCL/
132KV_66KV_C.T./26-27/13
Date: 24.07.2026

Procurement of Current Transformers (132
kv & 66 kV). Bid documents can be
downloaded from 24.07.2026, 03:00 P.M.

Bid submission starting date (online): 07.08.2026, 02:00 P.M. and bid
submission closing date (online): 19.08.2026, 04:00 P.M.

Visit the following websites - www.wbtenders.gov.in, www.wbsetcl.in for details.

ICA/T12886(3)/2026

Format C-1

Declaration about criminal cases

India & Anr.)

Name of Election

Name and address of candidate

Name of political party

*Name of Constituency

(for candidate to publish in Newspapers, TV)

(As per the judgement dated 25th September, 2018, of Hon'ble Supreme Court
in WP (Civil) No. 536 of 2011 (Public Interest Foundation & Ors. Vs. Union of

PRAKASH CHIK BARAIK
Vill- Newlands T.G, PO- Newlands,
Dist- Alipurduar, PS- Kumargram,

Pin-736205, West Bengal

BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY (BJP).
(Independent candidates should write

"Independent” here)

COUNCIL OF STATES (RAJYA SABHA)

BYE ELECTION 2026

RAJYA SABHA, West Bengal

I, Prakash Chik Baraik (name of candidate), a candidate for the above mentioned
election, declare for public information the following details about my criminal

antecedents:
(A) Pending criminal cases
Section(s) of Acts
SI. [ Name of Case No. Status of concerned and
No.| Court and Dated Case(s) brief description of
offence(s)
1. |CIM, Kumargram Police Charges have | U/s 341/323/34
Alipurduar | Station Case No. been framed of IPC
102/18, corresponding
to G.R. No. 814/18
(B) Details about cases of conviction for criminal offences
Sl.| Name of Court & D:;g;is;izn;f Maximum Punishment
No.| date(s) of order(s) . (. ) Imposed
punishment imposed
1. NOT APPLICABLE NOT APPLICABLE NOT APPLICABLE

h’d 'Ik—\J-—\

*In the case of election to Council of States or election to Legislative Council by
MLAs, mention the election concerned in place of name of constituency.
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In Solidarity

A DAY after protesters tak-
ing partin ‘Sansad Chalo’
rally faced lathicharge and
tear gas shelling from Delhi
Police, MPs from Opposition
parties streamedinto
express solidarity with them
atJantar Mantar on Tues-
day. From ShivSena (UBT)’s
Sanjay Raut and Arvind Sa-
want to CPI(M)’s John Brit-
tas, Opposition leaders met
those associated with the
Cockroach Janta Party as
well as the injured protesters
who returned to the protest
site after medical treatment.

Car Sewa

AN SUV belongingtoa Con-
gressleader was parkedina
spot thatserved asavantage
point for anyone looking to
shoot videos of the party’s
protest near PM Narendra
Modi’s residence on Tues-
day. While initially the Con-
gressleaderdidn’tletany-
onelean onto his car, once
the police started detaining
party MPs, he gave a free
passto people who wanted
toshootvideos of the police
action. Some Congress
workers also stood on the
roof of the car and shot
videos ofleaders, including
Rahul Gandhiand Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra, being pushed
intothe police buses. The
onlookers left multiple dents
on the SUV, but the Congress
leader was unfazed and said
that it was a “sacrifice for the
country and the youth”.

Viral by Error

CONGRESS’SRAJYA Sabha
MP Syed Naseer Hussain er-
roneously went viral on so-
cial mediaa day after the stu-
dents’ protest in the Capital.
The reason: Hussain’s
resemblance to Union Edu-
cation Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan. Video clips of the
MP standing next to senior
Congressleader Renuka
Chowdhury as she attacked
the BJP government for the
police excesses on protest-
ingstudentsbegan doingthe
rounds, with many mistak-
ing Hussain for Pradhan and
attacking him.

No Absentees

THE CPWD has asked its of-
ficerstoavoid takingleave
forthe duration of the Mon-
soon Session of Parliament.
Itislearnt that officers of the
level of Superintending En-
gineer and above have been
told their presenceis essen-
tial for responding to Parlia-
ment questions and
references from MPsina
time-bound manner.

Washoutin both Houses amid Opp
uproar over paper leaks, police action

Express News Service
New Delhi, July 21

PARLIAMENT ON Tuesday
witnessed another washout on
the second day of the Monsoon
Session as the Opposition re-
fused tobackdown from its de-
mand for a discussion on the
NEET paper leak and police
crackdown on protesters in
Delhi; itislikely that similar dis-
ruptions will continue in the
coming days, too.

Opposition leaderstold The
Indian Express on Tuesday
eveningthat they will let Parlia-
ment function only after their
demands are met.

A Congress MP said: “We
will discuss this on Wednesday
morning during the meeting of
floor leaders of Opposition
parties. But there is very little
possibility that the House will
function until the government
heeds the demands of the Op-
position.” MPs of other Opposi-
tion parties also agreed that
they will not let Parliament run
unless their demands are met.

Speaking to The Indian Ex-
presson Tuesday evening, Con-
gresswhip in Lok Sabha Manic-
kam Tagore said the party has
three demands from the gov-

PM Narendra Modi, Union Ministers Amit Shah and Kiren Rijiju, and
BJP president Nitin Nabin after the ‘Mangal Milan’ meeting in the
Parliament Library Building, in New Delhi on Tuesday. pri

ernment. “One is that there
should be adiscussion on paper
leaks and the NEET examin-
ation. The second is resignation
of Dharmendra Pradhan, and
third is scrapping all FIRs
lodged against the protesters,”
he said. “You have to under-
stand that our leader (Rahul
Gandhi) met Lok Sabha

Speaker Om Birla on Tuesday,
requesting allocation of time for
adiscussion onthe NEET issue.
We got no conclusive answetr.
He (Rahul) then went to meet
the injured students and there-
after led a protest outside the
PM residence. Despite all this,
the governmentisn’t budging,”
added Tagore.

Meanwhile, the day’s pro-
ceedings on Tuesday saw
multiple adjournmentsin both
Houses.

Scant legislative business
could be taken up in the Upper
House with three consecutive
adjournmentsin the face of Op-
position members from across
party lines raising banners and
slogans in the House.

While the Lok Sabha saw
two successive adjournments
beforeits proceedings were sus-
pended for the day, the Rajya
Sabha was adjourned within a
minute of Deputy Chairperson
Harivansh taking the seat as
Opposition leaders stood up
and raised slogans. Harivansh
repeatedly urged the members
totaketheirseatsbuttonoavail.

“If you all keep standing,
keep making noise, you don’t
want to allow the parliament to
function,” he said, adding that
whatever discussion the
members wanted, they should
seek permission from the Chair-
person as per the House rules.

“These are the etiquettes of
the House... There are some
rules and regulations for dis-
cussions in Parliament; rules
and regulations made by you,”
he said before adjourning the

House for the day.

While the day’s scheduled
papers were laid as scheduled,
no further proceedings could
take place with regard tothe Su-
preme Court (Number of
Judges) Amendment Bill, 2026,
which seeks to increase the
sanctioned strength of Su-
preme Court judges from 34 to
38, and was tabled in the Lok
Sabha by Law Minister Arjun
Ram Meghwal on Monday.

Inthe Lower House, Opposi-
tion MPs kept raising slogans
demanding a discussion on
both the NEET paper leak as
well as the use of tear gas shells
and lathi-charge against pro-
testers who had taken to the
streets demanding Union Edu-
cation Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan’s resignation. Speaker
Om Birla adjourned the House
forthe day after witnessing two
repeated disruptions.

Earlier, a delegation of Op-
position leaders led by Lok
Sabha Leader of Opposition
Rahul Gandhimet Birlaand put
forward their demand for a dis-
cussion on the “brutality un-
leashed on students” and the
“government’s complete lack of
accountability for the examin-
ation crisis”.

How Modi faces his first broad-based protest
ever —not one by specificinterest groups

Vikas Pathak
New Delhi, July 21

WITH CROWDS sustaining at
Jantar Mantaraday after the po-
lice crackdown on the Cock-
roach Janta Party’s Parliament
march on Monday, the Nar-
endra Modi government faces,
arguably for the first time, a
broad-based protest signifi-
cantly different from the key
ones since 2014 — farmers
against the farm laws or minor-
ities against the CAA.

On Tuesday afternoon, the
Jantar Mantar protest site —hav-
ing multiple barricades and
large numbers of personnel
from the Delhi Police and Rapid
Action Force - again saw a
packed crowd. There were
young people with bandages —
indicating that they decided to
return a day after the clashes
with the police - and many who
decided to come, from Delhi as
wellasoutside, on Tuesday after
they saw visuals of the violence
during the Parliament march.

And the profile of the pro-
testers is mixed and diverse:
from English-speaking young-
sters to lower-middle-class
young, those from Delhi to the
ones from small towns beyond,
and also parents of students in
the age group where competitive
exams become a concern for
families.

Sure, the gathering has Left
activists and the usual anti-BJP
groups, but their relative
numbers are lower once the
gatheringswelled in thelast two-
three days. It is largely young,

and overwhelmingly Hindu. It
abounds in protesters from the
north of the Vindhyas, though
there are some people from
south India as well.

“Thave adaughterin grade 9
and a son in grade 7. Exams are
very important for us,” says
Seema Sharma (first name
changed), who hails from Ha-
ryana but has been living in
Delhi for years. She pointed toa
swellingjust above her left wrist
and added that she was hit with
abatonby apoliceman on Mon-
day. She isn’t alone - there were
multiple people, particularly
younger ones, who had ban-
daged arms and wrists.

Abhijit Kumar (first name
changed) hails from Biharbutis
astudentin Punjab. Hetold The
Indian Express that he decided
tocometo Delhi after seeingthe
visuals of the Monday Parlia-
ment march. A group of young-
sters, all conversing in English,
refused to identify themselves
but said they had all come from
Mumbai after seeing Monday’s
visuals.

The central glue of the pro-
test — resignation of Minister of
Education Dharmendra Prad-
han and examination reforms -
seems to have struck a chord
with a diverse section of people,
particularly youngsters. The
Cockroach Janta Party is no
longer a necessary fulcrum, as
crowds have been throngingthe
venue beyond their mobilisa-
tional ability.

Sonam Wangchuk - much
like Anna Hazare 15 years ago —
remainsadistant figure who has

Congress leader Priyanka Gandhi being detained, Tuesday. ABHINAV SAHA

evoked a vague sense of apoliti-
cal austerity. That has been an
additional pull factor for the
largely leaderless mobilisation -
but it goes beyond him too.

While a Union minister pri-
vately expressed surprise at the
numbers that gathered in Lu-
tyens’ Delhi on Monday,
two sources in the BJP
told The Indian Express
that this gathering is not
representative of the
youth in general, and
that the mobilisation
through Instagram reels will die
down very soon. There is a view
in the party that such protests
getamplified by the same cast of
anti-BJP characters.

However, therearealsomur-
murs in the party that some
damage may have been done,
particularly because competi-
tive exam aspirants and their
families north of the Vindhyas
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haveahigh presence ofthe BJP’s
core voters.

Significantly, even the Con-
gressisnotenthused, with some
in the party expressing skepti-
cism over Wangchuk’s ideologi-
cal leanings, and adding that it
was more a diversion from
Rahul Gandhi’s pro-
grammes to raise the
issue of paper leaks.
However, after Sonia
Gandhi’s advice days
ago, the Congress has for-
mally sympathised with
Wangchuk and has now openly
condemned the violence on
Monday. On Tuesday evening,
Congress leaders and workers
led by Rahul and Priyanka Gan-
dhi held a separate protest out-
side PM Modi’s residence —with
Akhilesh Yadavjoining them —
and were detained, thus making
the political opposition try to
enter the narrative that has fora

day been revolving around the
student protesters.

Break with the past

For the Modi government,
this protest marks a break from
the past.In2015, when Modi was
PM, the Patidars in Gujarat
launched an agitation for OBC
status. This, too, remained a
one-caste protest and did not
makeanylargerimpact. InJune
2020, the face of the agitation,
Hardik Patel, joined the Con-
gress, with the grand old party
trying to revive itself by getting
Patidar votes. However, in 2022,
he switched over to the BJPand
won the Gujarat Assembly elec-
tion from Viramgam.

In2019-20, the Modi govern-
ment faced the anti-CAA and
NRC agitation when the CAA, a
law that expedited citizenship
for non-Muslim refugees from
Pakistan, Bangladesh and
Afghanistan, was passed. Sha-
heen Bagh in Delhi became the
hub of this protest. But this pro-
test, too, was identified as a
“Muslim protest” with support
from Left groups. It did not move
diverse sections of society.

In2020-21, the Modi govern-
ment faced a yearlong agitation
against three farm laws it had
passed in Parliament. For about
a year, Delhi’s borders were
blocked, and the agitationended
onlywhen Modiannouncedthe
repeal of the farm laws. How-
ever, even this was seen largely
as an agitation of Sikh farmers
from Punjab and Jat farmers
from Haryanaand parts of west-
ernUP.

Union Minister Jitendra Singh interacts with Lok Sabha Leader of
Opposition Rahul Gandhiin New Delhi on Tuesday. pri

Unease in BJP, allies
over crackdown
on protesters as govt
signals outreach

LizMathew
New Delhi, July 21

ADAY after thousands of youths
stormed central Delhi as the
Cockroach Janta Party (CJP)-led
march to Parliament ran into po-
lice and security personnel, who
used lathi-charge and tear gas
shells to push them back, there
seemed tobeadisquietamonga
section of the ruling BJP-led
NDA over how this stir was
handled, even as the govern-
ment signalled on Tuesday that
it was open to have further talks
with the protesters.

In an outreach to agitating
students, Union Health Minister
J P Nadda visited the injured
protesters in both the RML and
Lady Hardinge hospitals where
they were admitted following
police crackdown.

During the Monday march,
taken outby the protesterstode-
mand the resignation of Union
Education Minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan over the NEET
paper leak, Nadda held a meet-
ing with the CJP leaders, which
remained inconclusive.

On Tuesday, moments after
Leader of Opposition (LoP) in
the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi
along with several senior Con-
gress leaders, including the
Rajya Sabha LoP Mallikarjun
Kharge, started a sit-in outside
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
official residence on Lok Kalyan
Margtodemand the PM's resig-
nation over police action against
protesters, the government
rushed Union Minister of State
for PMO JitendraSinghtotalkto
Rahul.

BJP insiders said the devel-
opments around the student
protests, which some party
leaders alleged were influenced
by external forces, took an “un-
expected turn” with the dispen-
sation strugglingto “containitin
time”. They also admitted that
Rahul's move took the ruling
camp by surprise.

The government sent Singh
along with Union Home Secre-
tary Govind Mohan to talk to
Rahuland assure him that there
would be a discussion in Parlia-
mentover the NEET issue.

The Rahul-led Congress
demonstration was joined by
other leaders of the Opposition
INDIA bloc, such as Samajwadi
Party (SP) chief Akhilesh Yadav
and NCP(SP)’s Supriya Sule.

Later, the ruling camp tried
to target Rahul. In an X post,

Singh stated, “Forasenior leader
like Shri Rahul Gandhi and the
Leader of the Opposition to go
back on his word is unfortunate
and contrary to every norm of
democracy. The government is
readytodiscussin Parliamentall
issues related to NEET and the
associated movement.” A BJP
leader, though, said, “First time
Rahul Gandhi made a political
move... and we are on the back
foot.”

The move to agree for a dis-
cussion also appeared to be a
“climbdown”. Earlier in the day,
the ministers maintained that
PM Modi’s remarks at the NDA
meeting, which were cited by
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju before the media,
was “the government’s way of
communicating its position”.

Holding that the NEET leak
was a “grave offence”, Modi told
the NDA MPs that the govern-
ment has taken immediate ac-
tionagainst the culprits and will
not allow the future of students
to be compromised. Asserting
that the youths could be mis-
guided by “several gangs”, he
also asked the ruling MPs to
reach out and guide them.

TheBJPhasasked itstalking
heads to convey that the Con-
gress has set a “wrong and dan-
gerous precedent by protesting
outside the PM’s residence”,
which was, the party said, “not
only a security threat, but such
spiteful behaviour isnot seen in
mature democracies”.

Party leaders also stressed
howyouth protestsin the neigh-
bouringcountries like Nepal, Sri
Lankaand Bangladesh had “cre-
ated mayhem” there.

This political drama has in-
tensified the standoff between
the government and the Opposi-
tion, with the proceedings in
both the Houses washed out for
the second day of the Monsoon
Session Tuesday. “It was a
session which was expected to
see the Opposition absolutely di-
vided and the ruling NDA hav-
ing a clear upper hand. Butin
contrast, parties like SP and
NCP(SP) joined the Congress
protest,” noted a BJP MP.

Several MPs from the BJP
and its allies expressed their re-
sentment over “negative optics”
created by Monday’s develop-
ments. “The issue could have
been handled in a better way...
We have every machinery with
us, still we mismanaged,” said a
BJPMP.

e COIMBATORE AND MADURAI AT TOP IN FEMALE LABOUR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATE, MINISTRY DATA SHOWS

With a page out of China book, TN maintains lead in share of women workers

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, July 21

NEW DATA underlines how
Tamil Nadu remains closest in
India to replicating China’s
women-led electronics manu-
facturing model, with other
states far behind.

The Ministry of Statisticsand
Programme Implementation’s
(MoSPI) recent report on the la-
bour market in India’s 46 most
populous cities (with a popula-
tion of more than 10 lakh as per
Census 2011) shows that two
Tamil Nadu cities— Coimbatore
at 41.3% and Madurai at 37% —
rank in the top three when it
comes to the female Labour
Force Participation Rate. This is
well above the urban Indiaaver-
age of 27.7%.

The Labour Force Participa-
tion Rate referstothe percentage
of people either already em-
ployed or looking for work.

Sandwiched between the
two, at40.6%, is Surat. However,
the Annual Survey of Industries

data shows that Gujarat’s share
amongwomenemployed inthe
manufacture of computers, elec-
tronics and optical products re-
mained stagnant at 10% from
2013-14 to 2023-24, even as it
grew from 20% t043% for Tamil
Nadu in the same period.

Atthesametime, Maharash-
tra and Karnataka saw notable
declines in the share of women
they employ in the manufacture
of computers, electronics and
optical products — 24% to 6%,
and 11% to 8%, between 2013-14
and 2023-24.

Asapercentage of all women
directly employed inIndia’s fac-
tories —irrespective of what they
manufacture — Tamil Nadu re-
mains the leader among states.
Ithaslargely held ontothislead,
with its share showing only a
slight decline from 43% in 2021-
221t040% in2023-24.

The TN effect

In 2023-24, Tamil Nadu ac-
counted for nearly half the
women directly employed

(contract staff excluded) in the
manufacture of computers, elec-
tronics and optical products
across the country — 14,814 of
the total 34,531.

This figure has likely in-
creased further since then after
theinaugurationin August 2024
by the state government and
Foxconn of a women-only resi-
dential complexin Vallam Vada-
gal, Sriperumbudur. Builtby the
State Industries Promotion Cor-
poration of Tamil Nadu (SIP-
COT) at a cost of Rs 706.5 crore,
it can house 18,720 workers.

The new MoSPI data on In-
dia’s 46 biggest cities is also far
from the complete Tamil Nadu
picture as it only covers cities
which had a population of more
than10lakhin Census2011. This
means new industrial hubssuch
as Hosur, Erode and Oragadam
are not included as they had a
population lower than that in
Census 2011.

More recently, Tamil Nadu
signed a Rs 15,000-crore agree-
ment with Vikram Solar for the

¢ 43% of women making electronicsarein TN
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setting up of a Battery Energy
Storage System manufacturing
facility at the SIPCOT Industrial
Parkin Tirunelveli district, days
after another MoU worth Rs
1,000 crore was signed with Hi-
tachi to expand the company’s
facilities. The state is also re-
portedly in the race to be the
home of Bajaj Auto’s proposed
new manufacturing plant as
well as Canadian firm Neo Per-

formance Materials’ rare earth
magnet manufacturing base in
the country. All of this should re-
sult in the hiring of more
women.

According to Pooja Sharma
Goyal, Founding CEO of The
Udaiti Foundation —anon-profit
workingonimprovingthe avail-
ability and accessibility of
quality work for women —
Tamil Nadu’s success lies in re-

solving housing for women
workers, the oneissue thatleads
t080% of women decliningjobs.
Treating housing as econ-
omicinfrastructure and not wel-
fare, Goyal says, the Tamil Nadu
Working Women's Hostels Cor-
poration offers two models: in-
dustrial housing, involving large
dormitory systems under SIP-
COT; and Thozhi hostels, which
are smaller, high-quality infra-
structure with 100-150 beds. The
19 Thozhi hostels currently have
87% occupancy, and the
number is set to rise to 46 over
the next two years, Goyal says.

Housing as the X factor

According to a December
2024 paper by think-tank Indian
Council for Research onInterna-
tional Economic Relations, al-
most half the working women
hostels in the country are in just
two states: Kerala and Tamil
Nadu. Apart from security, the
close proximity of these hostels
to the place of work of the
women helps attract and retain

Kolkata

migrant labour. For the em-
ployers, it reduces the require-
mentof providinglast-mile mo-
bility infrastructure.

But, in contrast to Tamil
Nadu, Kerala’s share of women
workforce in manufacturing
electronics is low and went
down from 8% in 2013-14 to 6%
in 2023-24. However, it is still
higher than states such as
Andhra Pradesh (3%) and Uttar
Pradesh (5%).

Other states are trying to
catch up. In December, Foxconn
hired nearly 30,000 people for its
new iPhone assembly plant in
Karnataka’s Devanahalli, of
whom around 80% (24,000 or
so) are reportedly women. The
firm is adding more dormitory
accommodationsonitscampus
toadd tothesixalreadyin place.

Low, but rapidly
growingwages

The hostels are known to be
restrictive, with factories re-
ported to have avoided hiring
married women in the past,

evenasthedrudgery and repeti-
tive nature of work can be dis-
piriting.

Then there are the wages. In
Chennai, the average monthly
wage for salaried women wasRs
22,919 in 2025, lower than the
million-plus city average of Rs
23,707 and almost half of top-
ranked Prayagraj; it was even
lower in Coimbatore (Rs 19,149)
and Madurai (Rs18,247).

Even in the manufacture of
computers, electronics and op-
tical products, where Tamil
Nadu dominates, the average
wage per worker in 2023-24 was
Rs 245 lakh, lower than the all-
India average of Rs 2.5 lakh. In
top-ranked Telangana, thisisRs
4.46 lakh. But the wages have
been growing faster than in most
other states. Between 2013-14
and 2023-24, the average wage
growth in Tamil Nadu was 83%,
over twice the all-India average
of 36%, and behind only Delhi
(124%), Puducherry (115%), Mad-
hya Pradesh (92%), Goa (90%)
and Uttarakhand (89%).
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* CROSSWORD

ACROSS

1Poet involved with fruit cake
(5.4)

8 Common stock (5)

9 Claimed to be a test of fitness
(7)

10 Not a precious stone but
possibly worn (6)

11 He’s responsible for issues on
adaily basis (6)

12 What gunrunners take part
in? (4,4)

15 He likes to know the facts
about drink (8)

18 Some direct orders for the
clergyman (6)

20 It needs considerable
resources to change the law (6)
21They take pictures a hundred
— athousand — times (7)

22 Added recommendation for
ajockey (5)

23 Cranks may be motivated by
such an odd character (9)

DOWN

2 Correct some work the men
did wrongly (5)

3 Diistoreform fools (6)

4 Below standard tirade is
scandalous (8)

5 Geometrical instruments —
dividers? (6)

61Insect on animal is a cause of
annoyance (7)

7Sad boy seen when a vessel is
about to leave (4,5)

11 Additional effort required in
small parts (5,4)

13 Reg and Mariajoined in
wedlock (8)

14 Going higher — to where to
find walking patients? (7)

16 Go back — but not to work
(6)

17 Possibly a grave sign of
stress (6)

19 Awild animal —but it’s all
right; aquiet one (5)

SOLUTIONS CROSSWORD 6046 ACROSS: 1Palette, 4 Cinch, 7 Salt, 8 Earnings, 10
Editorship, 12 Broody, 13 Agency, 15 Drew one out, 18 Ding-dong, 19 Scow, 20 Prize,

21Yielded DOWN: 1Paste, 2 Lollipop, 3

Elapse, 4 Contingent, 5 Nuns, 6 History, 9

Road bridge, 11 Enforced, 12 Build-up, 14 Twenty, 16 Towed, 17 Anti.
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ARIES (MAR 21- APR 20): Plan on more socialising and
participating in sports eventsin the next several weeks.
Romance, the creative arts and fun activities with children
will flourish. In fact, the next four weeks are a great time for
avacation. Tonight: Things are intense.

TAURUS (APR 21- MAY 21): Today it's best to go along to
getalong when dealing with partners and close friends. In
the next four weeks, your involvement with home, family
and a parent will increase. Tonight: Be cooperative.

GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21): The pace of your days
will accelerate in the next four weeks. You will have
placesto go, things to do and people to see. Enjoy
interacting with siblings, neighbours and relatives.
Tonight: Work hard.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23): You will find that your
focus on your earnings and cash flow will increase in the
next four weeks. Boost yourincome, because this is your
year to getricher! Tonight: Enjoy yourself.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG 23): Today the Sun enters your sign
to stay for the next four weeks. Thisis favourable for you! It
will energise you and give you a chance to recharge your
batteries for the rest of year. Expect good fortune. Tonight:
Relax athome.

VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEP 23): Your personal year is coming
toanend, which is why the next four weeks will be a quiet
time for you. It's an excellent window for you to define
future goals. Goals also give you a sense of purpose.
Tonight: Clarify things.

LIBRA (SEP 24 - OCT 23): Your popularity will increase in
the next four weeks. You'll welcome this. You might join
groups as well as see friends. This is also an excellent time
todefine future goals. Tonight: Check your money.

SCORPIO (OCT 24 - NOV 23): You'll look great to author-
ity figuresin the next four weeks. This happens once a year
and symbolises that you're in a flattering spotlight. You
impress everyone. This is the time to go after what you
want. Tonight: You're strong.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 24 - DEC 22): Grab every opportun-
ity to travel and expand your world in the next four weeks. If
you can't travel, then be atourist in your own city. You can
also expand your world through further education, books,
film and talking to people from other backgrounds.
Tonight: Enjoy solitude.

CAPRICORN (DEC 23 - JAN 20): You can get richer or
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Format C-2

*Name of Election

Name of political party

Name of the State/UT

(For political party to publish in website, newspapers, TV)

Declaration about criminal antecedents of candidates set up by the party
(As per the judgement dated 25th September, 2018 of Hon'ble Supreme Courtin WP(Civil) No. 536 of 2011 (Public Interest Foundation & Ors. Vs.Union of India & Anr.)
BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY (BJP)

COUNCIL OF STATES (RAJYA SABHA) BYE ELECTION 2026

WEST BENGAL

1. 2. 3. 4, 5.
Sk Name of candidate Name of Pending criminal cases Details about cases of
No. constituency conviction for criminal offences
Sections of the Acts Name of Court Description of
Name of Court, case No. . offence(s) &
& status of the case(s) concerned & brief & date(s) of punishment
description of offence(s) order(s) imposed
1. | SUKHENDU SEKHAR RAY | RAJYA SABHA, CJM, Alipore Nature of offences : NOT NOT
West Bengal Complaint Case No.1573 of 2011 DEFAMATION APPLICABLE APPLICABLE
Charges have not been framed
2. | PRAKASH CHIK BARAIK | RAJYA SABHA, CJM, Alipurduar U/s 341/323/34 NOT NOT
West Bengal Kumargram Police Station Case No. of IPC APPLICABLE APPLICABLE
102/18, corresponding to G.R. No.
814/18
Charges have been framed

*In the case of election to Council of States or election to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned in place of name of constituency.

Signature of office bearer of the Political Party

State General Secretary
BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY (BJP)

WAL

Shashi Agnihotri

WEST BENGAL
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After HC direction
on wife’s petition,
Wangchuk shifted to
Medanta Hospital
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An ambulance carrying Sonam Wangchuk arrives at Medanta. ani

Sohini Ghosh
New Delhi, July 21

ACTIVIST SONAM Wangchuk,
who is on his 24th day of
hunger strike, was discharged
from the Safdarjung Hospital
on Tuesday evening and
shifted to Medanta Hospital in
Gurgaon for further treatment
in compliance with a Delhi
High Court order.

Wangchuk was brought to
the Medanta Hospital inan am-
bulance at 7.28 pm under tight
security. He has been admitted
to ICU 8 and his treatment has
begun under the supervision of
Dr Sushila Kataria, an internal
medicine specialist, said a hos-
pital official.

The HC earlier in the day di-
rected that Wangchuk be shifted
to a hospital of his choice.

The bench of Chief Justice
D K Upadhyaya and Justice
Tejas Karia allowed his wife Gi-
tanjali Angmo round-the-clock
access to Wangchuk at Med-
anta Hospital. It also directed
that Wangchuk be constantly
monitored and that medicines
be administered as required in
the opinion of the hospital's ex-
perts, and that Wangchuk shall
abide by the advice.

Wangchuk, whohasbeenon
hunger strike since June 28, de-
manding Union Education Min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan’sres-
ignation over NEET paper leaks,
was hospitalised at Safdarjung
Hospital after Delhi Police
swooped in at the protest site in
Jantar Mantar on July 18 and
moved him to the hospital, cit-
ing his health condition.

The court, directing for the
shift — as was desired by Wang-
chuk - opined that he “oughtto
be shifted to a hospital of his
choice” and that it “will be in
fulfilment of requirements of
his fundamental rights” to
life, free movement and per-
sonal liberty.

The order comes after HC
took note of claims of violation
of his fundamental rights - in-
cluding excessive police
searches on him and seized
electronic devices — as alleged
by Wangchuk in a letter.

Angmo, in her initial peti-
tion on July 19, had said that
Wangchuk’s “continued con-
finement” at Safdarjung Hospi-
talis “wholly without the auth-
ority of law,” with no FIR, order
of arrest, preventive detention
order or any other judicial or
executive order authorising

“his continued confinement,
isolation or denial of access to
hislegal counsel or doctors who
had been examining him for
thelast 20 days”.

“Such deprivation of per-
sonal liberty, dehors any proce-
dure established by law, is ex
facieviolative of Article 21 of the
Constitution, and every pas-
sing hour of such unlawful con-
finement constitutes a continu-
ing constitutional injury,” she
had submitted.

However, the HC — the
single judge or the division
bench hearing the appeal —did
not deal with this contention.

While disposing of the ap-
peal and all pending pleas by
Angmo, the HC told her coun-
sel, senior advocate Akhil Sibal,
on Tuesday: “The court’s con-
cern is only with his safety and
protection of fundamental
rights, nothing else with what
isgoingon.”

Angmo, welcoming the HC
verdict, said that Wangchuk
will continue his fast in a show
of “solidarity with students
who were beaten yesterday”.

Solicitor General (SG) Tu-
shar Mehta told the court that
he has “no objection” to the
proposal to shift, while urging
HC that Wangchuk may not
discharge himself from Med-
anta Hospital against medical
advice, also known as DAMA.

DAMA and LAMA are medi-
cal terms for when a patient
leaves the hospital before treat-
ment is finished. While DAMA
means ‘Discharge Against
Medical Advice’, LAMA means
‘Left (or Leave) Against Medical
Advice’.

A day ago, opposing Wang-
chuk’s transfer from Safdar-
jung, Mehta had argued that his
right to bodily autonomy —
right tochoose his treatment —
“cannot be absolute” since any
potential harm to him can
“have an impact on law and
order situation”.

On Tuesday, the Resident
Doctors’ Association at VMMC
and Safdarjung Hospital as well
as ATIIMS sought the President’s
intervention in relation to
Wangchuk's bodily autonomy,
including LAMA or the right of
a patient to leave hospital
against medical advice.

The single-judge bench on
July19 had refused Angmo'sre-
quest to shift Wangchuk to a
hospital of his choice. She had
then appealed against the order
before a division bench.

CJP founder Abhijeet Dipke meets protesters. ABHINAV SAHA

Protesters at Jantar Mantar on Tuesday. ABHINAV SAHA

At CJP’s resurrected Jantar Mantar stage,
the scars of violence and defiant slogans

Devansh Mittal
& Vidheesha Kuntamalla
New Delhi, July 21

BY AFTERNOON on Tuesday,
the first row in front of the stage
atthe protestsite at Jantar Man-
tar was packed once again.

Many of them — positioned
anironbarricade away from the
stage — were among those who
got detained or sustained in-
juries barely 24 hours ago asthe
police and paramilitary forces
used teargas and resorted to
lathicharge to manage Cock-
roach Janta Party (CJP)-led pro-
testerswhotook partin the ‘San-
sad Chalo March’.

On Tuesday, many turned
up with bandages on the fore-
heads, wrists or ankles; and
casts on their legs or hands. Sit-
ting before a hastily rebuilt
stage, they raised slogans again.

The protest site, however,
bore little resemblance to what
itlooked like the previous after-

noon. Some were heard saying:
“Weare notscared of the police.”

On Monday, several pro-
testers, to shield themselves
against police action, had ar-
rived at Jantar Mantar, believ-
ing it would be a safe refuge.
Within minutes, however, tear-
gas shells were fired and lath-
icharge followed. Inlessthan10
minutes, the month-old protest
site — the centrepiece of the
CJP campaign — was emptied,
the stage dismantled.

Even as many thought that
the crackdown had brought the
protest to an end, by Monday
night, volunteersstarted return-
ing. By Tuesday morning, they
had rebuilt the stage. It stood
draped in freshly tied red cloth,
with mattresses and pillows
strewn across the carpeted plat-
form. The repairs were hurried,
and the violence of the previous
daywasvisible. The canopy had
been torn on the backdrop. Sec-
tions of its metal frame re-

Security personnel at Jantar Mantar. ABHINAV SAHA

mained bent.

Addressing the gathering,
Dipke announced that the or-
ganisation would pursue legal
action against Delhi Police over
Monday’s crackdown. When he
asked the crowd if they were
prepared to spend a few more
days at the site, the response
camein the form ofloud cheers.

Meanwhile, several opposi-
tion leaders, including NCP
(SP) president Sharad Pawar,

AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal, Shiv
Sena (UBT) chief Uddhav
Thackeray visited the site on
Tuesday and extended support
tothe agitation.

Atoneend of the stage stood
portraits of Sonam Wangchuk
alongside photographs of stu-
dents who had died by suicide
intheaftermath ofthe NEET re-
exam controversy.

Organisers also converted a
smaller platform into a relief

Police lodge 6 FIRs, look for ‘larger
conspiracy’ in Parliament march

Alok Singh
New Delhi, July 21

A DAY after violence erupted
during the Cockroach Janta
Party's (CJP) protest march from
Jantar Mantar to Parliament,
the Delhi Police on Tuesday reg-
istered six FIRs and launched a
probeintowhetherthe violence
was part of a larger conspiracy
to disrupt peace in the Capital.
The FIRs were registered
against unidentified people at
Parliament Street, Barakhamba
and Connaught Place police sta-
tions under sections related to
rioting, damage to government
and private property, and as-
saulting public servants on duty.
Police said the number of
FIRscould increase asinvestiga-
tors continue to assess the al-
leged vandalism and damage
caused during the CJP march.
Sources said the investigat-
ing team is examining CCTV
footage, including that from
cameras equipped with facial
recognition technology, to
identify those involved in the vi-
olence and attacks on police per-
sonnel. “We are also reviewing
social media posts and mobile
phone recordings as part of the
probe,” the source said.
Inastatement, the Delhi Po-
lice said protesters displayed
“unruly, aggressive and violent
behaviour” and refused to dis-

perse and deliberately violated
prohibitory orders”.

“The protesters attacked po-
lice personnel with stones and
other objects, attempted to
breach police barricades, van-
dalised police and other govern-
ment vehicles, damaged public
property, and resorted to large-
scale violence, posing a serious
threat to public order, the secur-
ity arrangements in place, and
the safety of police personnel
performingtheirlawful duties,”
itadded.

The police further said that
protesters caused extensive
damage to public property, van-
dalising15to 20 government ve-
hicles and other properties.

More than 50,000 people
had gathered for the march on
Monday, with the police appear-
ing to be outnumbered as pro-
testers advanced toward the
Parliament.

As the police used force, in-
cluding batons and tear gas, to
bring the situation under con-
trol, more than 200 people, in-
cluding more than 100 police of-
ficers, were injured in the
violence.

The police had said more
than118ofits personnel were in-
jured, including senior officers
ranging from special commis-
sioners of police to assistant
commissioners of police, aswell
as several women officers.

Security officers at Jantar Mantar, Tuesday. ABHINAV SAHA

Clashes at 4 places, say
policeininternal report

Mahender Singh Manral
New Delhi, July 21

THE DELHI Police used “mild
force” on Monday to bring the
situation under control after
clashes mainly at four locations
- Sansad Marg, Rail Bhawan
roundabout, Jantar Mantar, and
the Connaught Place Outer
Circle-Janpath stretch —the New
Delhi district police have said in
an internal report, The Indian
Express haslearned.

At ameeting held in the of-
fice of DCP (New Delhi district)
Sachin Sharma on Monday
night, Delhi Police Commis-
sioner Anurag Kumar was in-
formed that the district police
had begun preparing a factual

reportonthe eventsofthe day, a
source said.

The Special CP (law and
order) and other senior police of-
ficers attended the meeting.
Queriessentto DCPSharmaand
the spokesperson for Delhi Po-
lice did not elicit responses.

According to the New Delhi
district police report, close to
200 police personnel, includ-
ingsenior officers, were injured
in the clashes. The report is
learned to have said that the
first confrontation took place
on Sansad Marg. After being
pushed back from Sansad
Marg, sections of the crowd
moved through Raisina Road
towards Rail Bhawan, located
near Parliament House.

area for the injured. Beside the
stage, hundreds of shoes and
slippers had been carefully ar-
ranged in a large rectangle
across the road —asilent monu-
ment, volunteers said, tothe po-
lice action a day earlier.

Throughout the afternoon,
chants of “Delhi Police, hai hai”,
“InquilabZindabad”, “Jai Bhim”
and “Dharmendra Pradhan is-
tifado (resign)” rolled acrossthe
protest site. Members of outfits,
including AISA, SFI, AISF, Col-
lective, DISHA and ASAP
formed circles, raising slogans,
as police personnel watched
fromadistance. Atintervals, an-
nouncements from loud-
speakers urged protesters to
stop raising slogans.

“Thestagethat wearesitting
onright nowwas broken around
3.30pmyesterday,”said Eeshna,
Delhiin-charge of ASAP, the stu-
dents’ wing of the AAP.

“The forces came in and
pushed the students. Many

started running towards the
stage and climbed over the bar-
ricades behind it. They broke
theiron grill between the crowd
and the stage where (CJP
founder) Abhijeet Dipke and the
others were sitting,” she said.

She said volunteers spent
the entire night rebuilding the
camp.“We haven’t been able to
sleep at all for days.”

The camp, however, was
struggling to meet even itsbasic
needs. “We have run out of
water. There is absolutely no
food. It would be of great help if
someone comes forward and
contributes,” Eeshnasaid.

According to her, different
student outfits had divided re-
sponsibilities to keep the protest
functioning despite the dam-
age. “ASAP is taking care of se-
curity, food and water. AISAwas
on a hunger strike until yester-
day. AISF has been mobilising
people, and SFIis managingthe
library we have set up here.”

Many detained return
to Jantar Mantar straight
from police stations

Devansh Mittal &
Vidheesha Kuntamalla
New Delhi, July 21

LESS THAN 24 hours after
being detained during the
Cockroach Janta Party’s (CJP)
march to Parliament, many
protesters were back at Jantar
Mantar on Tuesday evening.
Some among them returned
straight from police stations
where they spent the night.

Among them was Sameer
Dorwal (21). Having come to
Jantar Mantar straight from
Mandir Marg police station
where he was kept in the night
after being detained from Tol-
stoy Road, the Delhi University
School of Open Learning stu-
dent was now more anxious
about facing his parents than
he had been while facing police
barricades, lathis and tear gas.

“Itold my parentsIwas stay-
ingat a friend’s place,” said Sa-
meer. But he is firm on one
thing: he will gobackhomeand
return to the protest site again.

He said he had furnished a
bail bond of Rs 5,000 and has
been asked to appear before a
magistrate in August.

For Siddharth (22), alaw stu-
dent at IP University, the ex-
perience was frightening. “I
was very scared when I was
picked up. I had no idea what

was going to happen."

Siddharth, who has been
staying at the Jantar Mantar for
the last three days, said Mon-
day’s events had only
strengthened his determina-
tion. "Education is something
that will decide the nation's fu-
ture, that is why it is important
to keep protesting," he said.

At 7.37 pm, cheers erupted
across Jantar Mantar as CJP
spokesperson Ashutosh Ranka
announced that all those de-
tained during Monday’s protest
had been released.

Among those applauding
were Seema Yadav (38) and her
16-year-old daughter Krishna,
who had come from Aligarh. For
thelast five days, they had been
staying at Gurdwara Bangla
Sahib. “Atleast 20 police officers
took me and my daughter on
Monday. They separated usand
dragged me for nearly a kilo-
metre.Ifainted,” Seemaalleged.

Krishna, a Class 12 student
who wants to become a profes-
sor, was detained and taken to
Parliament Street police sta-
tion. “Iused to think the police
protected people. Yesterday,
they pulled me by my hair and
told me to go tojail,” she said.

Yet, lessthan aday later, the
two returned to the protest site,
waiting to meet CJP leader
Abhijeet Dipke.

o KIN SAY SHE HAD COME TO DELHI FOR SIGHTSEEING; SOURCES SAY SUFFERED ASPHYXIA IN A STAMPEDE-LIKE SITUATION

Student admitted in ICU after march — corridors in RML quicter, security tighter

Tabshir Shams & Drishti Jain
New Delhi, July 21

BY TUESDAY afternoon, the
corridor outside the Intensive
Care Unit (ICU) on the fifth
floor of Ram Manohar Lohiya
Hospital had fallen quiet.

The doors to the ward
swungopen every few minutes
before closing again. Two po-
lice officers sat on the staircase
outside — one scrolling through
reels on his phone, the other
leaning against the railing.
Along the corridor, attendants
of other patients sat on the
stairs, pausing their conversa-
tions each time a nurse, doctor

or ward attendant emerged
through the doors.

According to the hospital
staff, around 230 people were
brought here for treatment
after Monday’s police crack-
down on the CJP protest. By
Tuesday morning, while many
had been discharged, only one
protester — 21-year-old Sakshi,
who is pursuing an Advanced
Diplomain Computer Applica-
tions — remained in the ICU.

Several attendants said the
atmosphere outside the ICU
had changed since Monday.

Until aday earlier, they said,
relatives could move in and out
of the fifth floor with relative

ease. Since Sakshi’s admission,
they said, security had become
noticeably tighter. Now, attend-
antswaited outside until hospi-
tal staff called them in during
designated visiting hours.

“Earlier, it was much easier
tomeetourloved ones,” said an
attendant whose mother has
been in the ICU for the past
eight days after suffering seiz-
ures. “Now everything has be-
come strict. Unless the hospital
staffallow it, nobody is allowed
inside.”

Until shortly before noon,
Sakshi’s family had been
among those waiting in the
same corridor.

Shoes left behind during Monday’s march collected near the

protest site, Tuesday. ABHINAV SAHA

Her brother, Manish, sat
quietly on the staircase after
spending the night at the hos-
pital. Speaking in short,
measured sentences, he said he
had barely slept.

“She had come to Delhi for
sightseeing,” he said. “The next
thing we heard was from the
hospital.”

Afewminuteslater, the ICU
doors opened again.

Sakshi’s mother stepped
out. Dressed in a yellow suit
with a dupatta covering her
head, she walked slowly to-
wards the lift, her eyes fixed on
the floor.

One of her sons asked

Kolkata

Manish to gather Sakshi’s be-
longings - a blue-striped bed-
sheet, a small brown pillow, two
bags and a medical file — from
thestaircase. As the family pre-
pared to leave, they walked si-
lently towards the lift.

Later that afternoon, as
journalists gathered outside the
ICUhoping to speak with them,
hospital staff escorted the
family away from the corridor
toaprivate room. The stafflater
said they had gone to meet the
hospital director.

According to sources, Sak-
shi suffered asphyxiain astam-
pede-like situation that broke
out after teargas shells were

fired and protesters began run-
ning. She also sustained in-
juries to her face, chest and
neck, the sources said.

When Sakshi was brought to
the hospital on Monday, her
family said she was placed on
ventilator support.

By Tuesday evening, how-
ever, the family said her condi-
tion had improved signifi-
cantly. She was conscious,
well-oriented and had been
taken off the ventilator after
doctors told them she was no
longer in critical condition.

“We are hopeful she will be
discharged soon,” a family
member said.
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17involvedin
Moga police
stationgrenade
attack arrested

Express News Service
Chandigarh, July 21

IN A major breakthrough Moga
Police has thwarted a possible
terror conspiracy with the ar-
rest of 17 accused persons, in-
cluding three main executors
involved in the low-intensity
grenade attack at Police Station
Sadar Moga, said Director Gen-
eral of Police (DGP) Punjab
Gaurav Yadav here on Tuesday.

Police havealsorecovered an
Improvised Explosive Device
(IED) along with explosive ma-
terial and electronic detonator
and one 9MM Glock pistolalong
with a magazine, besides, im-
pounding the Splendor motor-
cycle (PB-03-AH-3088) used in
committing the grenade attack.
As per information, some un-
identified persons threw a low-
intensity grenade at thebuilding
of Sadar Moga police station dur-
ing the early morning hours at
around 3.15 AM on July 8,2026.

The three main executors
who executed the grenade at-
tack were identified as Gagan
alias Kali, Rajesh alias Khanna,
and Shubham alias Bhinder. Re-
maining arrested accused —
who assisted in logistics, net-
work expansion, and harboring
the operatives — were ident-
ified as Lajjar alias Aman and his
wife Parveen Kaur, Swaran, Go-
bind, Sagar, John, Ruth, Raj, Sa-
rabjit Kaur, Gurpreet Singh,
Rahul, Karandeep Singh, Lo-
vepreet, and Sukhwinder Kaur.

DGP Gaurav Yadav said that
apreliminary probe hasrevealed
that Igbal Singh alias Ravi Dhali-
wal, based in the UK and alleg-
edly involved in criminal activ-
ities, was the mastermind
behind the conspiracy. On hisdi-
rections, the accused carried out
thegrenadeattackatSadar Moga
police station and were planning
toplantanIEDinatrain running
from Ferozepur to Jammu. The
DGP said that further probe is
underway to uncover the entire
network and identify all associ-
ates involved. IGP Faridkot
Range Nilambari Jagdale said
multiple police teams were de-
ployed to trace the perpetrators.

Wangchuk, CJP
protestersare
traitors: UP minister

Press Trust of India
Lucknow, July 21

UTTAR PRADESH Higher
Education Minister Yogendra
Upadhyay on Tuesday termed
the CJP’s agitation at Delhi’s
Jantar Mantar a “protest by
traitors.” The minister also
termed activist Sonam Wang-
chuk a “rashtradrohi.” “This is
aprotest by the traitors,” he told
anews channel here.

Asked whether Wangchuk,
on a hunger strike for more
than 20 days, was also a “trai-
tor”, the minister said, “Defi-
nitely. Forwhom are they hold-
ing protests? On which issue are
they holding protests?”

On Union education Min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan,
the minister said, “The Union
minister is not to be blamed. It
is the officials who should be
blamed (for the NEET paper
leak). Had the Union minister
resigned, then the official
would have got away.”

MP Assembly passes UCCBIlI,
Congress slams ‘RSS agenda’

Anand MohanJ
Bhopal, July 21

THE MADHYA Pradesh As-
sembly on Tuesday passed the
Madhya Pradesh Uniform Civil
Code (UCC), 2026, Bill amid
protests from the Opposition.
The legislation, introduced
on the second day of the mon-
soon session on Monday, creates
acommon civil law governing
marriage, divorce, inheritance
and live-in relationships, while
exempting Scheduled Tribes
covered under Articles 342 and
366(25) of the Constitution. It
bans polygamy, criminalises
practicessuch astriple talaqand
nikah halala, mandates registra-
tion of marriages, divorces and
live-in relationships, and grants
equal inheritance rights irre-
spective of gender.
ChiefMinister Mohan Yadav,
replyingtothe debate, described
thelegislation asalandmark re-
form. “Golden history is being
written in this Assembly today,”
he said, adding that the law
would “criminalise triple talaq
and halala, prohibit polygamy,
make registration of marriage
and divorce mandatory and give
equal inheritance rights to
all children”. Calling the legisla-
tionafulfilmentofthe Constitu-
tion’s vision under Article 44,
Yadav said, “The fundamental

Given life, 44 Somali pirates hope to
be sent home to serve out sentence

Sadaf Modak
Mumbai, July 21

THE 44 Somalians sentenced
to life by a Special Court here
Monday, for piracy and kidnap-
ping among other charges, are
hoping that they will be
allowed to serve their terms
back home.

Their convictions were the
first under the Maritime Anti-
Piracy Act, enacted in 2022.
Ranging in ages between early
20s and 50s, the men have been
jailed since April 2024. Barring
one, none can speak English,
and have had no visitors in the
two years of their arrest.

During the sentencing
Monday, the men raised their
hands as accused No. 17
Li Banm Abdi Jama, the only
one who can speak English
among them, asked the court
if they could return home to
serve their punishment, as
well as what the procedure
would be now and when they
could return.

Jama said the men had
pleaded guilty in the hope
that this would help their ap-
plications to serve out their
time in Somalia. He talked
about the severe hardships
they were facing in jail due to
differences in language, cul-
ture, diet and lifestyle, as well
as the lack of any family and
friends in the country.

Jama told The Indian Ex-
press: “We want to return.
Even though we have no com-
plaints in jail, it is difficult to
adapt to living in a prison far
from home. Communication
is challenging, food prefer-

Congress leaders protest against the UCC Bill in Bhopal, Tuesday. p1i

spirit of the UCC is ‘Equality for
All, Respect for All’. It is not just
oursentimentbutthesentiment
of the entire country. Everyone,
especially women, should have
theirrights.”

Launchingasharp attackon
the Congress, he further alleged
that the Opposition was oppos-
ingthelegislation only for “Mus-
lim appeasement”. “If Con-
gressmen have even a little
respect for Babasaheb Ambed-
kar, they should wash away their
sins by supporting the UCC,” he
said, adding, “Prime Minister
Narendra Modi gave rights to
Muslim women by abolishing

triple talag. We are implement-
ingthe UCCsothat Amar, Akbar,
Anthony, Robin and Rahim all
live under the same law.”

He also defended the exclu-
sion of Scheduled Tribes from
the legislation. “The tribal com-
munity hasbeenexcludedinac-
cordance with constitutional
provisions. We have respected
their constitutional safeguards
and traditional rights.” Explain-
ingprovisions ofthelaw, hesaid,
“Duties and rules are the same
foreveryone. The minimum age
for marriage will be 21 years for
men and 18 years for women.
Marriage registration will be

Ranging in ages between early 20s and 50s, the men have been
jailed since April 2024. riLe

ences and culture are differ-
ent. Currently, we are only in
touch with our families
through video-conferencing
as perjail rules. Atleast in ajail
in Somalia, they can visit us.”

While the judgment did not
lay down the next steps for the
44 men, who were brought to
court with guards of the Navi
Mumbai Police Commissioner-
ate, Special Public Prosecutor
Ranjeet Sangle told them in
court that they could write to
the Somali Embassy through
thejail superintendent.

“As far as serving their life
sentences are concerned, it is
entirely the prerogative of the
Government of India if it
wishes to deport the convicts
to Somalia under the bilateral
Mutual Legal Assistance
Treaty between the two na-
tions,” Sangle said.

Under the treaty, the Min-
istry of Home Affairs is the

nodal ministry and Central
authority for seeking and pro-
viding mutual legal assistance
in criminal law matters.

Special Judge S B Dige said
thejudgment will be senttothe
government and the District
Magistrate for further action.

Aspera2017 agreement be-
tween Somalia and India on
the transfer of prisoners, na-
tionals of the two countries can
serve sentences back in their
places. Similar bilateral agree-
ments exist between Indiaand
other countries such asthe UK,
Italy, Russia.

Apart from charges under
the Maritime Anti-Piracy Act,
the men have been convicted
under Sections of the IPC
covering kidnapping for ran-
som, criminal conspiracy, at-
tempt to murder, and carrying
of weapons, after pleading
guilty to the same too.

While 35 of them were ar-

mandatory. Only those who have
married once will be allowed to
live in Madhya Pradesh. Only
afterdivorce willa personbeable
tolive with asecond life partner.
No one will be able to arbitrarily
say ‘talaq, talaq, talaq’. Registra-
tionwillalsobe required for live-
inrelationships.”

Headded thatthe UCC “isa
great opportunity to provide
equal opportunities and justice
to people from all walks of life”
and said, “This is a Bill that
strengthens national unity, in-
tegrity, women’s respect and
social harmony.”

Earlier in the debate, senior
Congress MLA Arif Masood op-
posed the legislation and urged
Speaker Narendra Singh Tomar
tosend it toaSelect Committee.
“This Bill contains many incon-
sistencies. The Union govern-
mentitselfhasnotimplemented
a Uniform Civil Code. The
matter has remained pending
before the Law Commission for
threeyears.” Masood argued that
the legislation infringed consti-
tutional protections. “The Bill vi-
olatesthe fundamental rightsre-
lating to culture and education
guaranteed under Article 29 of
the Constitution,” he said, while
moving amendments seeking
detailed legislative scrutiny.

The House rejected the
amendments by voice vote.

rested on March 14, 2024, on
charges of abducting the crew
of merchantvessel Ex-Ruen, 14
days later, nine more were ar-
rested for holding the crew of a
fishing vessel hostage.

Deputy Superintendent of
Police Maya More said their
main challenge during the in-
vestigation was that the ac-
cused did not speak English.

“We had to go to the high
seas for panchnamas. A Somali
student from Pune University
was contacted to act as inter-
preter... The men played differ-
entroles, from demanding ran-
som to holding the crew
hostage, and had sophisticated
weapons,” More said, adding
that it is up to the Centre to de-
cide if the men should be sent
to Somalia to serve their time.

Earlier cases

In 2017, 117 Somali men
were sentenced to seven years
in separate cases, following
four anti-piracy operations by
the Indian Navy and the Indian
Coast Guard in 2011-2012. By
then, they had spent almostan
equalamount of time asunder-
trials, picking up Hindi and Ma-
rathi while in jail.

At their sentencing, the
men requested the court for
“maafi”, saying they missed the
food back home and their
families whom they had not
seen for years, and blamed the
situation in Somalia for push-
ingthem into piracy. However,
the court told them to serve out
their sentence. A year later,
they returned to Mogadishu in
flights chartered by the Soma-
lian government.

LoP Umang Singhar backed
the demand to refer the legisla-
tion to a Select Commiittee, say-
ingthestate faced more pressing
concerns. “There is no need for
aUniform Civil Codein Madhya
Pradesh at present. The issue of
27 per cent reservation for OBCs
ismoreimportant,” he said.

Congress legislators later
rushed to the Well of the House,
shouting slogans, following
which Speaker Narendra Singh
Tomar passed the Bill by voice
vote amid the din.

Outside the Assembly, Sing-
har accused the BJP govern-
ment of using the legislation to
pursue ideological objectives
while ignoring governance is-
sues. “The BJP government
wants to implement the RSS
agendain the name of the UCC
and is running away from the
real issues of the people,” Sing-
har said in a statement. “The
government is asleep like a
dead government when it
comes to the people’s prob-
lems. Farmers are facing a
shortage of fertilisers, youth are
wandering in search of employ-
ment, crimes against women
are continuously increasing
and scams are being exposed,
but the governmentissilenton
these serious issues.”

FULLREPORT ON
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No stay on Kerala
Waqf Board curbs,
SC drops govt
oversight clause

Express News Service
New Delhi, July 21

THE SUPREME Courton Tues-
day declined to interfere with
the Kerala High Court’s ad-in-
terim direction barring the
state Waqf Board from taking
any major decisions or incur-
ring any capital expenditure as
its constitution is prima facie
not in conformity with the 2025
Waqf Amendment Act that
requires the inclusion of two
non-Muslim members and one
Shia member in it.

A three-judge bench pre-
sided over by CJI Surya Kant,
however, deleted the HC’s di-
rection that the Board function
under the supervision of the
government’sjoint secretary or
additional secretary.

Thebench, also comprising
Justices Joymalya Bagchi and
V Mohana, said, “In view of the
opening line of para 6 (of the
high court order), whereunder
Board has been directed to not
undertake any capital expendi-
ture etc. without leave of the
court, we are satisfied that there
is no necessity for retention of
last line of para 6 of the order.
Consequently, the direction
that the Board shall function
under supervision of jt. secy/
additional secretary of govern-
ment is hereby deleted.”

The top court noted that the
matter was coming up before
the high court again on Wednes-
day and urged it to decide ex-
peditiously. The court was hear-
ingan appeal filed by the Board
against the high court’s interim
direction, which came on public
interest litigations (PILs) ques-
tioning its constitution.

People move to a safer place from a flood-affected area in Assam’s

Sivasagar district on Tuesday. pri

Water levels unseenin
half a century, says CM
as Assam flood toll
rises to 11; 3L affected

Sukrita Baruah
Guwahati, July 21

LARGE PARTS of Assam con-
tinued to be flooded on Tues-
day morning, with one more
person dying in Upper Assam,
taking the total death toll in this
year’s floods in the state to 11.

Accordingto Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma, the
“unprecedented flooding” in
the Upper Assam districts of Si-
vasagar, Jorhat and Charaideo
has resulted in “water levels
unseen in half a century”.

As of 8 am on Tuesday, five
rivers — the Brahmaputra in
Neamatighat, the Burhidihing
inKhowang, the Dikhow in Si-
vasagar, the Disang in Ngang-
lamuraghat, and the Dhansiri
in Golaghat and Numaligarh
— continued to flow over
danger levels.

Large swathes of Upper
Assam have been hit by floods
caused by rivers swelling after

heavy rains since Sunday.

On Tuesday morning,
12,720 people were in a total of
52 relief camps set up in re-
sponse to the acute flood situ-
ation, and a total of 9,160
people were evacuated by
boats, officials said.

According to estimates by
the Assam State Disaster Man-
agement Authority, a total of
3.11akh people were affected as
of Tuesday morning, with
14,411 hectares of crop areas
submerged.

“Landslides were reported
in five parts of Guwahati
on Monday evening. There
have been no additional inci-
dentson Tuesday,” an ASDMA
official said.

Meanwhile, the Railways
announced special trains to as-
sist passengers stranded by
train cancellations because of
inundation of railway tracks in
and around Simalguri town in
Sivasagar district.

‘People will think twice
about sailor jobs’: UP
village mourns man

killed in Russian strike

Manish Sahu
Lucknow, July 21

ABHISHEK NISHAD, 22, a
native of Uttar Pradesh’s Deoria
district, was among four Indian
seafarerskilled on Sunday when
a Russian missile struck a mer-
chant vessel shortly after it de-
parted Ukraine’s southern port
of Odesa. A total of 10 people
died in the attack.

Thevoyage was Nishad’s first
assignmentatsea. “Abhishek be-
came interested in a maritime
career after speaking with his
cousin, Jairaj Nishad, asailor for
the past few years,” said his
father Kaushal Nishad, who
runs a cloth shop in Karmel.
“...0n June 9, Abhishek left for
his first assignment as an Ordi-
nary Seaman. He flewto Turkey
via Mumbai tojoin the vessel.”

“Everyone in our family and
neighbourhood was proud that
oneofourboyshad secured ajob
overseas. We never imagined it
wouldendinsuchatragedy,” he
said. The second of three
children borntoKaushal Nishad
and hiswife Anita Devi,ahome-
maker, Abhishek was the first
member of his family to secure
employment abroad. “He called
us regularly, and we last spoke
on the evening of July 19. He

Abhishek Nishad

asked how everyone was doing
and said he was settling into his
new job,” his father said.

“Just a few hours later, the
ship came under a missile at-
tack.” Unaware of the strike, the
family attempted tocall himthe
nextday, but his phone wentun-
answered. Representatives from
theshipping firmlater contacted
themwith the news of hisdeath.
The family is waiting for Abhis-
hek’s remains to be repatriated
and has not yet been informed
when thebody will arrive home.

Jitendra Bahadur Nishad,
the village head, said Abhishek
was among a handful of local
youthswho had joined the mer-
chant navy and was the latest to
do so. “This tragedy has shaken
ourvillage,” he said.

Meanwhile, India on Tues-
day summoned Russia’s charge
d’affaires and lodged a strong
protest over the incident.

1996 Dausa blast: SC sets aside death sentence

Ananthakrishnan G
& HamzaKhan
New Delhi, July 21

THE SUPREME Court Tuesday
set aside the conviction and
death sentence of Abdul Ha-
meed inthe1996 Samleti, Dausa,
bus bomb blast case, citing de-
nial of adequate legal assistance
duringhis original trial. It alsoset
aside the conviction of another
key accused, Pappu alias Salim,
while refusing to interfere with
the High Court’s acquittal of the
remaining persons in the case.
The May 22, 1996, blast
killed 14 people and injured 37
as it ripped through a Rajas-
than Roadways bus travelling
from Agra to Bikaner near
Samleti village in Rajasthan’s
Dausa district. The blast came
a day after the Lajpat Nagar
bomb blastin Delhiin which13
people were killed.
Overturning a July 2019

judgment of the Rajasthan High
Courtthathad upheld Hameed’s
conviction and capital sentence,
a Supreme Court Bench com-
prising Justices Vikram Nath,
Sanjay Karol and Sandeep
Mehta ordered a fresh trial, di-
recting that the proceedings be
concluded within one year.

“The true measure of justice
does not lie in the swiftness of
retribution, butin thediscipline
of restraint. It is a canonical
maxim of criminal jurispru-
dence that it is better for a
hundred guilty persons to es-
cape than for one innocent per-
sontobecondemned,” the Court
observed.

“If the trial is found to have
been conducted in breach of
the constitutional guarantee of
afairtrial, the very foundation
of the conviction would stand
vitiated,” the apex court said,
adding that the proceedings of
the trial court “do not reflect

that Dr Abdul Hameed was
represented by a legal counsel
atany stage”.

Highlighting that 30 years
have passed since the attack,
the Supreme Court asked the
High Court to assign the retrial
to a specialised fast-track court
presided over by a judicial of-
ficer with at least seven years of
experience in sessions trials.

Clarifying that its order is
based onthelackoffairnessand
procedural propriety inthe case,
and that it had not gone into its
merits, the Court said: “The
special court shall indepen-
dently appreciatetheevidence...
and decide the matter strictly on
itsown merits without being in-
fluenced by any observation
contained in thisjudgement.”

The Court also spoke to Ha-
meed, who is lodged in Jaipur
Central Jail, via videoconferenc-
ing,duringwhich hesaid thathe
had “not engaged any private

counsel and that no legal aid
counsel was ever provided to
him by the trial court”.

One of the arguments by
the prosecution in seeking
death for Hameed was that he
was also named in the Repub-
lic Day blast at SMS Stadium in
Jaipur in 1996.

Incidentally, an outfit
called the Jammu and Kash-
mir Islamic Front had taken re-
sponsibility for the Samleti
blast at the time.

While Hameed, who was ar-
rested on June 26,1997 has now
been in jail for 29 years, Salim
was arrested a month later and
was imprisoned for over 23
years before he was released on
parole in 2020.

Among the accused, Riaz
Ahmad Sheikh, died duringthe
pendency of the trial. Another
accused, Kulwinderjit Singh,
was discharged by Additional
Sessions Judge, Bandikui, in

February 2003. In 2014, the
High Court dropped charges
against a third accused, Chan-
dra Prakash Agarwal.

Finally, 18 years after the
blast, on September 29, 2014,
the trial court convicted seven
people - Hameed, Javed Khan,
Abdul Goni, Lateef Ahmad
Waja, Mohammad Ali Bhatt,
Mirza Nisar Hussain and Raees
Baeg, while acquitting Farukh
Ahmed Khan on the grounds
that the evidence against him
could not be proved beyond
reasonable doubt.

Of those convicted, Ha-
meed was sentenced to death,
and the others given sentences
ranging from life to 10 years’
rigorous imprisonment.

The trial court concluded
that Hameed and an associate
had boarded the ill-fated bus,
planted the bomb under the
seats in front of them, and then

disembarked.
[ |

IIT-Roorkee gag order against
supporting political movements

AiswaryaRaj
Dehradun, July 21

THE INDIAN INSTITUTE of
Technology (IIT) Roorkee has
asked its students not to join
political discussions oractivities,
and make a statement without
the permission of the institute.
In a mail from the IIT-Roor-
kee Registrar dated July 20, stu-
dentswere told, “Ithas been no-
ticed on social media
platforms... that some of the
campus inmates (have) shown
their affinity with political
movements like the one cur-
rently, in public utterance and
criticism. All the students, em-
ployees, stakeholders are pol-
itely reminded herewith that II'T
admitted students or appointed
staff to provide for instructions,
research and for the advance-

Kolkata

ment of learning, and dissemi-
nation of knowledge in engin-
eering, technology, sciencesand
arts.

“Itisengraved in the notified
conduct rulesthatnostudent or
employee will be allowed tojoin
political discussion or partici-
pate in any political activity
without prior permission forthe
institute or make any statement
or opinion in any broadcast/
telecast or in print or e-mediain
any publicutterance whichisca-
pable of embarrassing the rela-
tions between the institute and
the Centre or any other Organ-
isations or members of the
public.”

Though the mail comes
against the backdrop of the Jan-
tar Mantar protests led by the
Cockroach Janta Party, itdid not
mention that by name.

On the same day as the mail,
the institute had posted on X
that it “is committed to main-
taining the distinction between
personal expressions and official
institutional communications”.

“Any views or content shared
by individuals in their personal
capacity are their own and
should not be interpreted as re-
flecting the position or endorse-
ment of the Institute. Official
communications of IIT Roorkee
are issued only through its des-
ignated and authorised chan-
nels,” the post said.

Issuing a statement to the
media later, IIT Roorkee media
in-charge, Sonika Srivastava,
said that the communication is
an internal advisory circulated
among students, faculty, and
staff at the commencement of
each academic session.




THEINDIAN EXPRESS

The Big Picture

WEDNESDAY, JULY 22,2026

T BEGAN with a sound heard for the

first time in the forests of Panna Na-

tional Park. The crack of hydraulic

breakers echoed, followed by the

growl of excavators and the relentless
crawl of bulldozers.

Hillsides were cut open, and forest
tracks widened into construction roads.
Concrete and steel arrived where only
rock, river and trees stood before. One of
India’s largest engineering projects, the
Rs 44,605-crore Ken-Betwa Link Project,
had begun reshaping the landscape.

After decades of uncertainty, the project
tolink the Ken and Betwarivers hasentered
a decisive phase, triggering a race to evacu-
ate nearly 2,000 families across 10 villages
— arushed deadline that has fuelled pro-
tests across the submergence zone as resi-
dents challenge compensation surveys,
eligibility lists and the terms on which they
are being asked to leave.

For the administration, the remaining
months are about meeting engineering
timelines, completing rehabilitation and
clearing the reservoir before the next phase
of construction. For the many families still
livingin theshadow of the Daudhandam —
one ofthe main architectural featuresunder
the project —it'sastruggle ofadifferent kind:
proving, through Aadhaar cards, school cer-
tificates, revenue records and decades-old
family registers, that they belong to the
places they are being asked to abandon.

When two rivers meet

The idea of linking India’s rivers dates
back to the early 1980s. The National Water
Development Agency, set up in 1982 to
examine the feasibility of interlinking river
basins, identified the Ken-Betwa Link, as a
priority project. The project, India’s first
inter-basin river link, aims to transfer water
from the Ken to the Betwa basin.

Afeasibility report followed in 1995, and
in August 2005, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pra-
desh and the Centre agreed to prepare a De-
tailed Project Report. The Union Cabinet fi-
nally approved the project in December
2021, transforming the landscape around
the rivers into construction sites.

Officials say that once ready, the project
will irrigate 9.04 lakh hectares, utilise more
than 4,843 million cubic metres of water,
generate 103 MW of hydropower and 27 MW
of solarenergy, and supply nearly 194 million
cubic metres of drinking water each year.

Theirrigation network will extend across
some of the most parched districts of Bun-
delkhand such as Chhatarpur, Tikamgarh,
Panna, Damoh, Vidisha, Sagar, Shivpuri,
Datia and Raisen in Madhya Pradesh, and
Banda, Mahoba, Jhansi and Lalitpur in
Uttar Pradesh.

Attheheart ofthe project isthe Daudhan
dam planned across the Ken river in Mad-
hya Pradesh —astructure that stretches for
more than 2 km. The reservoir of the dam is
designed to hold 2,853 million cubic metres
of water, while two proposed power stations
at the site are expected to generate more
than 219 million units of electricity annually.

Water from the Daudhan reservoir will
flow through a 221-km link canal (which
gives the Ken-Betwa Link project its name)
into the Betwa basin. The network also in-
cludes other irrigational structures such as
the Lower Orr Project, the Kotha Barrage, the
Bina Complex Multipurpose Project across
Sagar and Raisen districts and the restored
Ken Canal System in Uttar Pradesh.

Construction gathered pace in April 2025.
By February 2026, officials said most of the
machinery was in place, river diversion
works were underway, and excavation of the
Daudhan dam’s foundation was in progress.

Beneath the appearance of steady prog-
ress is a parallel story — of environmental,
administrative and engineering challenges.

Officials say additional private land is
still needed to widen the approach roads to
the dam. Acquisition proceedings covering
nearly 28 hectares are underway, with no-
tificationsissued in some cases and records
still being processed in others. Water pipe-
lines, electricity lines and government struc-
tures within the project’s right of way also re-
main incomplete, said a project engineer.

But the biggest set of unresolved tasks
concernsrehabilitation. Villages within the
submergence zone must be evacuated be-
fore construction can proceed in full.

Official project documents estimate that
construction of the Daudhan dam will di-
rectly submerge about 2,171 hectares of vil-
lageland, while the wider submergence area
spans roughly 9,000 hectares.

The project’s resettlement and rehabili-
tation plan identifies 1,913 affected families
across 10 villages, with an estimated popu-
lation of 8,339. The region has a significant
tribal presence: Scheduled Tribes account
for 33.9% of residents.

But the biggest headache for the state
government is the Environmental Clear-
ancestipulation by the Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate Change which
mandates that all “rehabilitation and re-
settlement issues be completed before com-
missioning of the project”.

Those left behind

The paperwork suggests rehabilitation
isnearing completion, but Daudhan village
— a 20-minute ride from the dam site
through unmotorable roads cutting through
the forest — suggests otherwise.

Houses stand ripped open, roofs pulled
down, walls sliced in halfby excavators. En-
tire lanes end in mounds of rubble, twisted
steel and broken timber. On May 13, 2026,
the administration brought in bulldozers.
While officials say they only pulled down
homes of those who had relocated, as well
as vacant structures on government land,
villagers allege the demolition was carried
out without adequate warning,.

For two weeks, a few hundred villagers
from Daudhan, Palkhua and Sukwaha, the
three villages in the submergence zone of
the dam, sat on a protest by the banks of the

INDIA’S FIRST INTER-BASIN RIVER LINK

KEN, BETWA

AND A LINEDRAWN ON WATER

After decades of uncertainty, the Ken-Betwa river linking project, which aims to irrigate the parched
Bundelkhand region, is now racing to meet new deadlines. ANAND MOHAN J travels along the Ken to see
how a Rs 44,605-crore engineering project is reshaping the river — and the lives along its banks
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For two weeks, villagers from Daudhan, Palkhua and Sukwaha sat on a protest by the banks of the Ken, in Kupi village; in Daudhan, houses stand ripped open, roofs pulled down; at
the resettlement colony in Kawar Karondiya, in Chhatarpur district. PHOTOGRAPHS BY ANAND MOHAN J
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Ken, in Kupi village, alleging irregularities
inland acquisition, rehabilitation and com-
pensation for families affected by the pro-
ject.OnJuly 19, police detained their leader,
social activist Amit Bhatnagar and several
other demonstrators from the site, effec-
tively ending the protest for now.

InSeptember 2023, the Madhya Pradesh
government had announced aspecial reha-
bilitation package for families affected by
the Daudhan dam, under which every adult
in a family is entitled to Rs 12.5 lakh, with a
couple counted asasingle unit. Compensa-
tion for homes range from Rs 50,000 to
Rs1.51akh.Inaddition tothis, they are given
plotsin Kawar Karondiya, a notified resettle-
ment colony 25-30 km by road from Daud-
han, where they can build new homes.

Yet, amid the rubble in Daudhan, dozens
of families remain, many insisting they were
left out of surveys, denied compensation or
never recognised as separate households.

Nandkishore Adivasi spends most after-
noons squatting on the floor of his mud
housein Daudhan, grindingred chillies into
chutney onastoneslab. The house hasstood
here for generations. His family has already
moved to the resettlement colony in Karon-
diya, but he stayed behind because the house
was never counted duringthe survey and his
motherwas notcounted. “Iwantto leave; my
house does not have electricity, water or even
a proper toilet. But not until my mother re-
ceives her compensation,” he says.

A few lanes away, Phool Chand was
counted, but his daughter was not. “My
house has also not been counted. The local
patwari (land record official) made a mess
of the survey. My elder daughter was not
counted. The school in the village has been
shut for months now, and my younger
daughter isat home,” he says.

Mannu Yadav, widowed decades ago
when her husband drowned in the Ken,
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clutches her Aadhaar card as she speaks. In
the absence of any other document, itis the
only one with which she can argue that she
existsin a place where, accordingto the sur-
vey records, she does not. “The government
does not recognise me, they didn’t count
me.Iam fighting to change that,” she says.
Across Daudhan, where an estimated
100-150 people still remain, the same ad-
ministrative gaps recur with minor vari-
ations: a house omitted from the survey, a
missing name, an excluded family member,
an undercounted parcel of land.
Chhatarpur Collector Parth Jaiswal says
the district has already shifted about 380
families from Daudhan in the first phase
and subsequently extended rehabilitation
benefits to another 100 families. “We have
disbursed around Rs 750 crore in compen-
sation. If there are people left behind, I will
ensureas many surveysas possible,” he said.
Official reports show the rehabilitation
exercise has advanced well: in Chhatarpur,
nearly 89% of land compensation, almost
96% of asset compensation and more than
96% of rehabilitation payments have been

disbursed. Across neighbouring Panna, close
t090% of land compensation and almost all
rehabilitation payments have been released.

“Once the river diversion begins, the re-
maining houses cannotstay in the submerg-
ence area. We have to complete the evacu-
ation before that stage,” says Jaiswal.

Jaiswal said only about 30 to 35 cases re-
main unresolved in Daudhan village, but
they are also the most complicated. “These
are notsimple cases... Most involve disputes
over eligibility or documentation.”

The struggle to get counted

What a family loses by leaving Daudhan
extends far beyond what any compensation
schedule can capture. Thoseliving in the for-
estsaround Pannacollect seasonal produce,
and walk familiar paths with landmarks that
existed only because generations before
them hadlearnt where water lingered, where
wildlife moved and where crops could sur-
vive another uncertain monsoon.

A good mahua season could pay for a
wedding, school fees or an old debt. The
tendu harvest brought weeks of work, while
amla, honey and fuelwood sustained
families through the year. Even those who
migrated to construction sites in Delhi or
Gurgaon often returned for the mahua
bloom and the tendu harvest.

What the patwari’s compensation reg-
ister does record — land, houses, standing
cropsand recognised family units —has, in
the final months before these villages disap-
pear, acquired extraordinary importance.
For generations, land anchored a family’s
identity and inheritance. Today, that rolein-
creasingly belongs to the plastic folder carry-
ing Aadhaar cards, school certificates, voter
identity cards, revenue records and hand-
written family registers, shuttled from one
government office toanother in the hope of
proving who the state recognises.

Kolkata

¢ Key projects

DAUDHAN DAM
77-METRE-HIGH
© 2,853 million cubic
metres gross storage
capacity

® 70% foundation
excavation is done

® 13% excavation
completed for dam
approach channel

@ Work on river
diversion, foundation
concreting,
construction of the
main dam body,
spillway, gates yet to
begin

LINK CANAL
EARLY STAGES
® 65% of work on
access roads
completed

@ Designs of 2
tunnels are yet to be
finalised

® 21% of tunnel
portals is built

HYDROPOWER
STATIONS

130 MW TOTAL
CAPACITY

® Power House-|
locationis under
verification

@ DPR for Power
House-ll yetto be
finalised

Collector Jaiswal rejects allegations that
the rehabilitation survey was flawed.
“Every house was photographed, every
family documented. People were informed
repeatedly through gram sabhas,” he says.

Sukwaha sits deep inside the forest,
reached by an uneven track that is still not
fully motorable, making this a 70-km com-
mute from Daudhan dam.

Thevillage is small, with its mud houses
— many of them now partially razed, likein
Daudhan and Palkhua —scattered between
patches of cultivation and trees.

Krishna Adivasi struggles to describe his
loss in monetary terms because much of
what sustained his family was never recog-
nised asanasset in the first place. “Theytook
our forest, our river and our mahua,” he says.

His family of eight received a mere Rs 12
lakh; he says he won’t move out until he gets
what he is entitled to. Today, several of his
family members travel to Chhatarpur for
daily-wage work. “Everything has changed.
My children dropped out of school,” he says.

Vidya Rani once owned three houses
and farmland in Sukwaha. Only her hus-
band received Rs 12 lakh in compensation.
“Ifwe want tobuy new fertile land, the rates
are up to Rs 10-20 lakh. We can never buy
backwhatwelost,” she says. Her school-age
children work as farm labourers in villages.
“We don’t want more money. We just want
enough land to survive.”

Santosh Adivasi has become an unlikely
broker in Palkhua village, 10 km from the
dam site. A property dealer, he sits with a
cloth bag full of cash, counting bundles of
notes into the hands of villagers as they sell
whatever private land lies outside the pro-
ject’s acquisition boundary. For many, these
sales are the only way to bridge the gap be-
tween the compensation received and the
costofstartingover elsewhere. Most plots, he
says, fetch between Rs 2lakh and Rs 5 lakh.

Kalu Adivasi spent years working on
construction sites in Delhibefore returning
to Palkhua when the work dried up. He had
bought a parcel ofland to set up astore near
hisvillage for Rs 31akh. He was forced to sell
it for Rs 2.5 lakh. “The administration
warned us to find new land, otherwise my
shop will be demolished after the mon-
soons. So we have to sell our precious
land...it’s heartbreaking,” he said.

A new beginning

Attheresettlement colony in Kawar Ka-
rondiya, in Chhatarpur district, fresh brick
houses stand beside half-finished ones.
Courtyards are filled not with cattle or
kitchens, butstacks of bricks, steel rods and
cement bags waiting for the next stage of
construction. There is no water supply and
the resettled villagers shell out Rs 500 for
5,000-litre water tankers.

Ram Swarup says he has spent nearly
half his compensation money on building
two modest houses. His 17-year-old son has
dropped out of school towork as alabourer.
Around him, neighbours constantly weigh
the price of bricks, cement, iron and sand
against the compensation they received.

Dasharath Adivasi from Daudhan, who
now runsasmallshopselling chips, chewing
gum and ice lollies in Karondiya, says he
earns Rs 300-400 a day. Back in the village,
there were days when he made Rs 5,000 a
day. “Half the village hasn’t shifted here yet.
Without people, thereisnobusiness,” hesays.

Durji Adivasi walks nearly a kilometre
every morning to the colony’s only hand
pump. Filling two buckets can take up to40
minutes before she carriesthem home. The
family cannot afford tanker water, she says,
and the nearest ration shop is about six kilo-
metres away. But she is gradually discover-
inganewlife. “In Daudhan, ourhouse didn’t
even haveelectricity,” she says, sittingunder
alone, white bulb. “Also, Inow have a radio.
Thave been listening to songs”.
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THE GOVERNMENT IS WEIGHING A STANDALONE LAW TO REGULATE Al

Allaw may cover agent
autonomy, deepfakes

Two legal experts
have been asked to
submit separate draft
liability frameworks
for Almodels

Soumyarendra Barik
New Delhi, July 21

THE MINISTRY of Electronics
and Information Technology
(MeitY) is exploring a consent-
based framework for syntheti-
cally-generated content, along
with curbs on agentic Al auton-
omy, and regulatory sandboxes
for high-risk applications as it
weighs a separate law to regu-
late artificial intelligence (AI),
The Indian Express has learnt.

Synthetically-generated
content is digital media made
oraltered by Al, rather than hu-
mans. The Al law is likely to be
presented as astandalone piece
of legislation, rather than being
under the umbrella of the In-
formation Technology Act,
2000, a senior government of-
ficial told The Indian Express.

The cyber laws division of
the IT Ministry, which is re-
sponsible for formulating laws
and policies that impact tech
companies, has been asked to
carry out a regulatory analysis
of the IT Act, and the various
rules made under it, to under-
stand existing gaps.

Inthe case of agentic AL, the
government is expected to con-
sider how much autonomy
such agents should have, and
whether they should be per-
mitted toretain and reuse data.

Agentic Al refers to auton-
omous Al systems that go
beyond simply generating text.
Givenahigh-level goal, theyin-
dependently plan multi-step
actions, utilise external tools,
and adjust their strategy in real

* REGULATINGAI

IN THE case of agentic Al, the
government is expected to con-
sider how much autonomy such
agents should have, and whether
they should be permitted to retain
and reuse data

AGENTIC Al defers to auton-
omous Al systems that go beyond
simply generating text. Given a
high-level goal, they indepen-
dently plan multi-step actions,
utilise external tools, and adjust
their strategy in real time to
achieve the desired outcome with
minimal human supervision

THEIT Ministry is also expected
to consult the RBI, and the SEBI,
tosetuparegulatory sandbox for
Al applications, particularly in
high-impact areas such as
finance and public services

timeto achieve the desired out-
come with minimal human
supervision.

The IT Ministry is also ex-
pected to consult the Reserve
BankofIndia (RBI), and the Se-
curities and Exchange Board of
India (SEBI), to set up aregula-
tory sandbox for Al applica-
tions, particularly in high-im-
pact areas such as finance and
public services.

Platform liability, safe
harbourinAlera

Another major conversa-
tion currently taking place is
the liability that AI platforms
and companies — that have de-
veloped them- should have for
the content that the models
generate.

In the consumer Internet
world, social media platforms
have something called safe
harbour, which is legal im-
munity from hosting user-gen-
erated content. This is based
on the idea that platforms can
not preempt what a user is
going to post, and therefore
should not be held liable for
any problematic speech they
may have made.

In the Al world, however,

Vijay Singh to remain on
board of Sir Dorabji Tata
Trust, 6 smaller trusts

George Mathew
Mumbai, July 21

VIJAY SINGH, Vice Chairman
of Tata Trusts, will continue to
serve as a trustee of the Sir Do-
rabji Tata Trust (SDTT) and six
other smaller trusts for at least
another year, even though he
has chosen not to seek another
term on the board of the Sir
Ratan Tata Trust (SRTT) after
his current tenure ends on Au-
gust 14. Singh’s tenure as a
trustee of the SDTT will con-
tinue until July 2027 He will also
remain a trustee of six other
smaller Tata trusts.

“My term in SRTT ends on
August 14 and I will not put my-
selfup foranother term. That'sa
decision I had taken earlier,”
Singhsaid. InSDTT, Singh’sterm
is till next July and he will con-
tinue in SDTT and other small
trusts for a year or so, he said.
Singh is a trustee of JRD Tata
Trust, RD Tata Trust, Tata Edu-
cation Trust, JRD and Thelma
Trust, Tata Social Welfare Trust
and Jamsetji Tata Trust.

As these trusts are affiliated
to SDTT, Singh will continue as
atrustee on their boards.

Noel N Tata, Venu Sriniva-
san, Darius Khambata, Neville N
Tataand Bhaskar Bhatareonthe
boards of SDTT. However, Na-
vajbai Ratan Tata Trust and Bai
Hirabai Jamsetji Tata Navsari
Charitable Institution are affili-
ated toSRTT.

SRTT and SDTT are the two
major trusts within the Tata
Trusts umbrella. SDTT, where
Singh will continue as a trustee,
holdsa2798%stakein TataSons.
Ontheotherhand, SRTTholdsa
lesser 23.5% stake in Tata Sons.

Tata Trusts holds 66% stake
inTataSons, the principal hold-
ing company of the Tata group.
Pallonji Mistry group holds
18.3% in Tata Sons.

However, SRTT may be un-
able to exercise its voting
rights at Tata Sons” Annual
General Meeting (AGM) on
August18unlessit receives ap-
proval from the Maharashtra
Charity Commissioner, com-
plicating decision-makingata
crucial shareholder meeting.
The Commissioner is expected
to hear Tata Trusts’ response to
the various complaints before
the AGM. FULLREPORTON
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$314 million tax demand:
Pernod drops court case

New Delhi: Pernod Ricard has
withdrawn a court challenge
against government’s demand
of $314 million in back taxes for
allegedly undervaluing Scotch
whisky imports for years, an
order shows, marking a new
twist in a four-year investiga-
tion. The tax case is a major
challenge for the French spirits
maker in India, which con-
tributes roughly 10% of the
group’s worldwide sales and is
its biggest market by volume.
Thedispute comeson top of an
antitrust case and a separate
ban in New Delhi city that Per-
nod is contesting over allega-
tions of liquor policy violations,
which it denies.

Pernod had challenged the

tax demand issued last Septem-
ber, which alleged the com-
pany withheld the composition
of its whisky imports and the
age of the blends, significantly
reducingits150% tariff charges,
Reuters reported in May.
Seeking to quash the de-
mand, Pernod argued in a New
Delhi court that India had not
provided it with investigation
data during the probe, which
could have helped it defend
itself. Pernod, the maker of Chi-
vas Regal whisky and Absolut
vodka, has now decided to take
the case via the tax
authority appeal route, al-
though it was not clear why,
nine months after starting a
court challenge. REUTERS

that same logic is difficult to
translate directly. Almodels are
trained on content present on
the Internet, and inevitably use
that information to build their
responses.

However, while pattern
matching for keywords, these
modelsalso editorialise their re-
sponsesinaway where it maybe
hardtotrackitsexactstatements
backto a particular source.

Itisunderstood that the gov-
ernment has asked twolegal ex-
perts from the private sector to
submit separate draft liability
frameworks for Al models.

Queries sent to the IT Min-
istry remained unanswered
until publication.

“Building a consent-based
framework for synthetically
generated media would be one
of the key requirements for an
Al law. We have seen the rapid
proliferation of deepfakes on
the Internet, and most of
them, if not all, are generated
by using pictures or videos of
individuals whose consent has
notbeen sought by the creator
or the platform generating
such media,” a senior govern-
ment official said, requesting
anonymity.

“Though the Digital Per-
sonal Data Protection Act, 2023
looks at broader privacy issues,
the questions of consent and
data ownership in an Al age
merits further examination,”
he added.

India’s data protection law
exempts personal datathat has
been voluntarily made public
by an individual from any pro-
tections that the Act offers.

Many believe that if an Al
platform were to scrape pic-
tures of a person’s public social
media profile, for instance,
such processing is unlikely to
have any guardrails under the
data protection law.

While the government is
now workingon an Allaw, ithad
previously said that the country
doesnot need one, and its exist-
ing laws were enough to deal
with challenges posed by the
proliferation of Al platforms.

The government has been
enacting piecemeal legislation
to bring Al under control. For
example, in April, it proposed
that social media companies
like YouTube, Instagram and X
will have to “continuously” dis-
play labels on content gener-
ated through AL

However, a broad rethink
from targeted lawmaking to an
expansive regulatory framework
comes amid growing instances
of objectionable, high-quality
deepfakes, and the government’s
anxieties over agentic AL

Earlier this year, it repri-
manded Elon Musk’ Grok Al for
aiding in the creation of objec-
tionable deepfakes of women.

In a meeting with stake-
holders last month, the IT Min-
istry particularly flagged Singa-
pore’s governance framework
for agentic AI (which was an-
nounced in May),and howsome
jurisdictionsthat have generally
followed a lighter-touch ap-
proach to regulation were also
re-examining their position.

*BRIEFLY

FIRM’S MARKET CAPITALIZATION STANDS AT RS 1.24 LAKH CR

SBI Funds lists at 7% gain,
misses Street expectations

Akash Mandal
Mumbai, July 21

SBIFUNDS Managementended
its debut trading session up
around 6.3% from its issue price
of Rs 575 on Tuesday.

The asset management wing
of SBI had earlier made its mar-
ket debut at a 7% premium,
missing grey-market expecta-
tionsofa13-16%listingday gain.
Thestock, which had listed at Rs
613.30 a share on the National
Stock Exchange (NSE), rosetoas
muchasRs624.95atitsintraday
highbeforeendingthe sessionat
Rs610.150n the NSE.

The listing gains took the
company’s market capitaliza-
tion to Rs 1.24 lakh crore. Peers
ICICI Prudential and HDFC
Asset Management Company
haveamarket cap of Rs1.56 lakh
crore and Rs 1.11 lakh crore, re-
spectively.

Despite the below-expected
listing, analysts remained posi-
tive on the stock due to its mar-
ket leadership, competitive valu-
ations, and long-term growth
potential. SBI Funds Manage-
mentisIndia’slargest asset man-
agement company, with overRs
12.5lakh crore in assets under
managementand over15% mar-
ket share as of March 31.

The fund’s strong distribu-
tionstrength hasbuilt one of the
country’sbiggest SIP franchises,
which sets the company up for
long-term success with an at-
tractively valued stock, analysts
from Equirius Capital said in a
report. The company raised Rs
9,813 crore from its public issue,
which was subscribed 41.66

*SBI Fundsis 2nd-largest AMC by market cap

FUND HOUSE MARKET CAP (RSCR)
ICICI Prudential AMC 1,55,889
SBI Funds 1,24,277
HDFC AMC 1,10,836
Nippon Life India AMC 74,337
360 ONE WAM 45,362
Aditya Birla Sun Life AMC 30,245
SOURCE: NSE

Setty: SBI not looking at further
diluting stake in MF subsidiary

Mumbai: State Bank of India is
not looking to dilute its stake
further in its asset manage-
ment arm SBI Funds Manage-
ment, a top official said on
Tuesday. Speaking at the list-
ing ceremony of SBI FM, the
largest asset manager in the
country, SBI chairman CS Setty
said, “At this moment, we are
not looking for any more dilu-
tion”. He quickly added that

capital markets regulator
SEBI’s minimum public hold-
ingnormswill dictate any stake
sales from here on.

SBI sold around 6% of its
stake in the asset management
company as part of the IPO pro-
cess and now owns over a 55%
stake. Its joint venture partner
Amundi, a global asset man-
ager, diluted its nearly 4% stake
and owns a 32.5% stake. PTI

times its issue size as of the final
day of bidding. It had raised Rs
2,663 crore from global power-
houses such as BlackRock and
sovereign wealth funds from
Norway and Abu Dhabi, as well
as Indian names like LIC, ICICI
Prudential, and Kotak Mutual
Fund. Amundi, SBI’s joint ven-
ture partner in the company, di-
vested a near 4% stake during
the issue. The French financial
giant’s deputy CEO said it does

not plan to divest any further
stake in the asset management
company. SBI Chairman also
said the bank is not looking for
any further dilution. SBIFunds’
positive public issue may pro-
vide a boost to India’s sluggish
IPO market so far this year fol-
lowing record deals in 2025, with
big issues such as NSE and Re-
liance Jio lined up for the rest of
the year. FULL REPORT ON
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RBI plans wider
test for foreign
control of firms

Mumbai: The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) on Tuesday pro-
posed changes to foreign ex-
change management rules,
broadening the conditions
used to determine whether an
Indian firmis controlled by for-
eign shareholders.

The changes were part of
draft rulesthat the RBIsaid aim
to create a more user-friendly
framework for foreign invest-
ment. The central bank has
sought feedback by 31 August.

Under the proposed frame-
work, an Indian entity would
be deemed foreign-controlled
if a foreign investor holds 10%
or more of voting rights, can ap-
point a majority of directors or
can influence management
and policy decisions.

The proposals drew im-
mediate concern from lawyers,
who warned the new numeri-
cal threshold could expand the
definition of foreign control.

“The RBI has introduced a
numerical benchmark that
does not presently exist and
could expand the circum-
stances in which a foreign in-
vestor is regarded as exercising
control and attract higher com-
pliances,” said Anuroop Omkar,
founding partner at AK &
Partners, alaw firm.

The RBI proposals are part
of India's broader push to at-
tract foreign investment includ-
ing through tax cuts and lower
compliance costs, even as capi-
tal outflows persist.

The concern centres on mi-
nority investors. Anjali Mal-
hotra, partner, regulatory, at
consultancy firm Nangia Glo-
bal, said the proposed defini-
tion of control warrants further
consideration. REUTERS
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STATEMENT OF UNAUDITED STANDALONE FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER ENDED JUNE 30, 2026

Maruti Suzukito
hike pricesby up
toRs 30,000

New Delhi: Car market
leader Maruti Suzuki India
on Tuesday said it will hike
prices of its vehicles across
models by up to Rs 30,000
from August to partially off-
setthe sustained increasein
input costs. The exact quan-
tum of change will vary
from model to model, Ma-
ruti SuzukiIndia said. “In
view of the continuous sus-
tained increase in input
costs, the company has de-
cided toincrease the prices
of its models across its port-
folio by up toRs 30,000,” the
company said. PTI

‘50k to take part
in Franklin MF
Olympiad 2026’

Mumbai: Franklin
Templeton National Mutual
Fund Olympiad (FTNMFO)
2026 —which aimsto
strengthen financial liter-
acy and investment aware-
ness among students —is
expected toreach outto
50,000 students from more
than 1,000 colleges across
India for their
participation, said FinX, a
platform for BFSIlearning
and certification
programmes. Undergrad-
uate and postgraduate stu-
dents across academic dis-
ciplines are invited to
participate, with the Olym-
piad expected to engage
over 50,000 students from
more than 1,000 colleges
across India, it said. ENS

‘Data centre
capacity rises
59% annually’

New Delhi: India’s data
centre segment witnessed a
59% annual growth in fresh
capacity additions to 258
MW IT during January-
June, accordingto Savills.
In astatement on Tuesday,
real estate consultant Sav-
illsIndiasaid, “The new
data centre capacity addi-
tionsinIndiasurged to 258
MW T in the first half of
2026, compared to 162 MW
ITin H12025”. The capacity
additions took the
country’s total operational
stockto1.8 GWIT. Ofthe
total operational stock, Sav-
ills said that hyperscalers
accounted for 36%. PTI

Bajaj Auto’s
consolidated Q1
profitrises 46%

Mumbai:Bajaj Auto Ltd on
Tuesday reported a46%
jump in consolidated profit
aftertax (PAT) atRs 3,225.63
crore, driven by higher elec-
tricvehicle sales and record-
breaking exports perform-
ance,amongothers.
Consolidated revenue from
total operations stood atRs
22,376.69 crorein the quarter
under review, up 64% from
Rs13,642.33 crorein thefirst
quarter of the previous year,
the company said. Onastan-
dalone-basis, the company's
net profit rose to Rs2,982.84
crore for the quarter under
review, up 42% from Rs
2,095.98 crore in the April-
June period of last year. PTI

*MARKETS

K K

Sensex NIFTY
7747011 2418770

23841 |-50.80
-031% | -0.21%

(& ®
Gold » US Dollar v
1,43137 396.24
Silver » Oil »
%2,23,204 $85.51

NOTE: GOLD, SILVER RATES AS PER INDIA BULLION AND JEWELLERS ASSOCIATION DATA
GOLD PER10G, SILVER PER 1KG; CRUDE OIL (INDIAN BASKET) AS OF JULY 20, 2026

Zin crores except otherwise stated

~N

Quarter Ended | Quarter Ended Year Ended
ﬁ'o Particulars June 30, 2026 | June 30, 2025 March 31, 2026
) Unaudited Unaudited Audited
1 Total Income from Operations 987.99 948.62 3,807.61
2 | Net Profit / (Loss) for the periods / year
(before Tax, Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items*) 237.32 252.90 974.09
3 | Net Profit / (Loss) for the periods / year before tax
(after Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items®) 237.32 252.90 974.09
4 | Net Profit / (Loss) for the periods / year after tax
(after Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items*) 184.20 197.68 745.81
5 | Total Comprehensive Income for the periods / year
[Comprising Profit / (Loss) for the periods / year (after
tax) and Other Comprehensive Income (after tax)] 219.28 191.73 747.58
6 | Paid up Equity Share Capital 26.34 26.34 26.34
7 | Reserves (excluding Revaluation Reserve, if any) 8,268.61 7,658.78 8,038.34
8 | Securities Premium Account (included in SI. No.7-Reserves) 2,969.65 2,969.65 2,969.65
9 | Net worth 8,294.95 7,685.12 8,064.68
10 | Paid up Debt Capital / Outstanding Debt 23,059.17 19,313.75 22,712.67

11 | Outstanding Redeemable Preference Shares

Not Applicable

Not Applicable

Not Applicable

12 | Debt Equity Ratio (in-times) 2.78 2.51 2.82
13 | Earnings Per Share (of ¥10/- each)
(for continuing and discontinued operations)
(not annualised for the quarters)
¢ Basic: (%) 69.92 75.04 283.10
¢ Diluted: ) 69.25 7412 280.77

14 | Capital Redemption Reserve

Not Applicable

Not Applicable

Not Applicable

15 | Debenture Redemption Reserve

Not Applicable

Not Applicable

Not Applicable

16 | Debt Service Coverage Ratio

Not Applicable

Not Applicable

Not Applicable

.

17 | Interest Service Coverage Ratio

Not Applicable

Not Applicable

Not Applicable)

whichever is applicable.
Note:

unmodified conclusion.

(BSE):
relations/financials.

presentation.

Date: July 20, 2026
Place: Mumbai

Kolkata

# - Exceptional and/ or Extraordinary items adjusted in the Statement of Profit and Loss in accordance with Ind AS Rules/ AS Rules,

1. The above unaudited standalone financial results for the quarter ended June 30, 2026, have been reviewed and recommended by
the Audit Committee and subsequently approved by the Board of Directors of the Company at their respective meetings held on
July 20, 2026. The Joint Statutory Auditors have carried out the limited review of the aforesaid results and have issued an

2. The above is an extract of the detailed format of financial results for the quarter ended June 30, 2026 filed with the Stock Exchanges
under Regulation 52 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015 ("Listing Regulations"). The
full format of the financial results are available on National Stock Exchange of India Limited (NSE): www.nseindia.com, BSE Limited

www.bseindia.com and can be accessed on the website of the Company: www.iiflhomeloans.com/investor-

3. For the other line items referred in Regulation 52(4) of the Listing Regulations, pertinent disclosures have been made to Stock
Exchanges and available on NSE: www.nseindia.com, BSE: www.bseindia.com and can be accessed on the website of the Company:
www.iiflhomeloans.com/investor-relations/financials.

4. The Accounting policies adopted in the preparation of the financial results are consistent with those followed in the previous periods
/year unless otherwise stated.

5. Previous periods / year figures have been regrouped/reclassified wherever necessary to conform to the current period's

By order of the Board
For IIFL Home Finance Limited

Girish Kousgi
Managing Director & CEO
DIN: 08524205
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Lifting off, reaching a
new space milestone

HE SUCCESSFUL launch of Skyroot Aerospace's Vik-

ram-1rocket marks a defining moment in India's

space journey. It signals a transition from a pro-

gramme led almost exclusively by the state-run ISRO
toone in which private enterprise is emerging as a driver of in-
novation. With this achievement, India entered an exclusive
league: Until Skyroot's mission on Saturday, only private com-
panies in the United States and China had independently de-
veloped and launched rockets that reached orbit. The mile-
stone comes six years after the government opened the space
sector to private participation in 2020, a reform that was then
institutionalised through the Indian Space Policy, 2023. The
results of the policy are beginning to show. The country is now
home to around 400 space start-ups working across the value
chain, from launch vehicles and satellites to space-grade elec-
tronics and downstream applications. The sector is currently
valued at roughly Rs 70,000 crore, and the government expects
it to expand four- to five-fold over the coming decade.

Skryoot’s mission isalsoimportant becauseit’sdirected at the
Low Earth Orbit (LEO) — a region of space where an increasing
number of countries are looking to carve a niche. Today, Earth
observation, weather forecastingand telecommunication are no
longer the preserve of government agencies. While the large geo-
stationary satellites that operate at altitudes close to 37000 km
are unlikely to be obsolete anytime soon, much of the space econ-
omy in the coming decades is expected to be driven by satellites
that orbit between 160-2,000 km above Earth's surface. The pro-
liferation of satellites weighing anywhere from a few kg to a few
hundred kg has created a market that is expanding faster than
any national space agency can serve on its own. Shifting com-
mercial launches to private players would, therefore, free ISRO
to focus on deep-space exploration missions such as Chan-
drayaan and Gaganyaan.

Thatsaid, ISRO’s handholding role cannot be discounted. In-
dia’s premier space research agency provided most of the infra-
structure used to design Vikram-1. By all accounts, the contours
of the public-private partnership in India will be very different
from the US for at least a decade — companies such as SpaceX
design and build products independently of NASA and then sell
them tothe space research agency. Indian companies like Skyroot
could, instead, become competitive by working on the country's
traditional strength in low-cost manufacturing. This is the way
forward, but they will have their work cut out in an ecosystem
whose unforgiving nature has been demonstrated by the collapse
of US companies such as Vector Launch and Virgin Orbit.

Protect seafarers, and
the maritime order

HE KILLING of four Indian seafarers in the Russia-

Ukraine war is tragic. It also signals the erosion of long-

standing norms, underpinned by international law, that

are meant to protect civilian maritime commerce. The
MV Golden Leo, struck by aRussian missile in an attack that killed
10seafarersinall while departinga Ukrainian port, was not a mili-
tary vessel but a merchant ship. New Delhi has summoned Rus-
sia’schargé d’affaires and lodged a protest — rightly so, given the
loss of Indian lives and India’s stake in the freedom and safety of
commerceatsea. Inthe past fewweeks, Indian seafarers, includ-
ingthree aboard the MT Settebello, have been amongsailorskilled
in and around the Strait of Hormuz, as merchant shipping and
civilian crews are increasingly caught in the line of fire.

The purpose of International Humanitarian Law is to shield
non-combatants from the horrors of war. Repeated attacks on
shippingsuggest that these protections are being increasingly vi-
olated, especially when great-power interests are involved. Mer-
chant vessels engaged in civilian commerce cannot lawfully be
attacked unless they are being used for military purposes. The
MV Golden Leowas reportedly carrying grain when it was struck.
The global economy depends on maritime shippingand its con-
tinuance even amid conflict. Ukraine remains one of the world’s
leadinggrain exporters, supplying markets across Europe, North
Africaand Asia; disruptions across the Hormuz have already ex-
posed the vulnerability of global energy supplies.

Morethan10 per cent of the world’s seafarers are Indian, many
serving aboard foreign-flagged vessels such as the MV Golden
Leo (Guinea-Bissau) and the MT Settebello (Palau). Following the
deaths of two Indian seafarers in West Asia last week, the Direc-
torate General of Shipping has advised shipowners, ship man-
agers and recruitment agencies against deploying Indian sea-
farers on voyages through the Strait of Hormuz. These are
necessary steps. New Delhi must also defend the norms that pro-
tectcivilianshipping. When merchant shipsbecome targets, it is
notonlyseafarerswhoare at risk, but the maritime order that has
long kept the world’s commerce afloat.

Sindhu comes back
on the right track

V SINDHU'’S Japan Open title might seem like it came

suddenly. It’'sbeen seven years since she stood on the top

step of the podium after winning an equivalent tourna-

ment. At 31, havingachieved two Olympicand five World
Championship medals, there was no dearth of well-wishers ask-
ingherto gracefully walkinto the sunset. But thisweek, she made
itclearthat none of the questions of relevance gnawed at her. She
would worry, but only about how to fight back from injuries and
get stronger. In her comeback struggle, she found an ally in her
husband Venkata Datta Sai.

Sindhu’s commitment to fitness reflects in every choice she
has made. Not a single day missed for a set of crunches. Datta, a
sports and technology buff, was determined touse every available
technology to squeeze out even a decimal-sized improvement.
Thisinvolves data analysis, deploying multiple wearable tech de-
vices to monitor not just muscle fatigue but mental stress levels,
and sleep. Infrared rooms, temperature controlled mattresses,
inversion tables and calorimeters were all part of her regimen.

With her coachingsituation stable after many years, and a Top
10listin women’s singles at its weakest in decades, except for the
near-unbeatable An Se-young, Sindhu senses an opportunity.
The injuries are alooming sword and age makes bouncing back
harder, but her game is more well-rounded. Through science,
Team Sindhu are looking to ace the recovery game that helped
Federer, Nadal, Djokovic, Ronaldo, Kohli, LeBron, Brady prolong
their active years. As far back as a decade ago, Sindhu's coaches
knew that she could go upto 35 and stay competitive. The Japan
Open was an affirmation that she’s on the right track.

- I'waspartoftheprotestmarchin Delhi,

saw democratic politics take anew turn
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DESHKAAL

BY YOGENDRA YADAV

HE REGIME — and the silence

— often made me wonder

whether I'm completely crazy

for coming back... But today —

to see this democratic spirit
which has been silenced for so long come
back alive again — I feel whole again. Even
iftemporarily”.

Iread these lines well past 3 am, still try-
ingto processall that Thad witnessed on the
streets of Delhi this Monday. These lines,
posted on X by Vanya Vaidehi Bhargav, her-
self a fine political theorist, captured why
July 20 may be remembered in the history
of Indian democracy.

This column has argued that as we slip
from competitive authoritarianism to elec-
toral autocracy, the focus of the Opposition
must switch from electoral politics to a
politics of resistance. Here are six reasons
why the Jantar Mantar protest was a perfect
illustration of what the politics of resistance
may look like.

Firstly, the numbers. No one has a good
estimate. But it was undoubtedly many
times more than the 15,000-20,000 the or-
ganisers had hoped and planned for. Drone
images suggest that well over a lakh joined
this protest. Originally planned as a march,
it turned into a rally, then a raila — a mass
flow. By the afternoon, every road leadingto

Parliament and much of Lutyens’ Delhi was
packed with the protesters. It was India’s “Oc-
cupy” moment.

What made the numbers stand outeven
more is that this was an organic mobilisa-
tion. Far from the culture of rent-a-crowd
political rallies or spectacles of organisa-
tional prowess, the Jantar Mantar protest
comprised almost entirely self-mobilised
youth responding to asocial media call, ar-
ranging for their travel and walking long
distances. The last time I witnessed this
spontaneous synchronisation was the fa-
mous Republic Day tractor march organ-
ised by the farmers’ movement in 2021.

Third, notice their “utterly absurd diver-
sity”, asafriend called it. lmet a person who
travelled from Arunachal Pradesh, a group
of adults from Dharamshala in Himachal
Pradesh, a wheel-chair bound student of
Spanish, a group of girls from Dehradun,
scores of boys and girls from all over UP,
Bihar and MP, students from elite private
universities, national public universities as
well as time-pass colleges, and of course a
large chunk of “aspirants” from Mukherjee
Nagar and similar hotspots. The proportion
of women was striking and exhilarating.
These were not your usual suspects. An
overwhelming majority were first-time par-
ticipants in any protest. Their
families mostly supported the BJP.
So did they, till yesterday. That
must worry the regime.

Fourth, the issue that brought
themtogetherwas much largerand
more enduringthanjusttherecent

More than direct sufferers, the
protesters were primarily
potential sufferers, those who
know that it could be their turn
tomorrow, those who realise

definitely forjobs, and victims of recruitment
scams. But more than direct sufferers, the
protesters were primarily potential sufferers,
those who know thatit could be theirturnto-
morrow, those who realise that the educa-
tion-employment system has broken down.

Anger against Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan is only the tip of the iceberg. The
underlying urge is for an equitable, mean-
ingful and quality education and for a uni-
versal right to employment. It is after half a
century — since the JP movement in Bihar
in 1974 — that a youth protest has placed
education and employment at the centre of
the national agenda.

Fifth, the spirit of resistance goes beyond
names and labels. Sonam Wangchuk is
clearly their hero, but the hero-worship quo-
tient is much more muted than during the
Anna movement. The youth related to the
CJP and its leadership, but were not shy to
offer healthy criticism. They heard and
cheered political leaders and activists from
the podium, but were not swayed by any one
personality. This democratic spirit augurs
well for the future.

Sixth, the repeated chants of “Godi
media, go back” were a reminder that the
youth have found a way past the narratives
of mainstream media. For the last one
month, the Noidachannelsand the
notional press more or less erased
the protest at Jantar Mantar, when
not mocking or demonising it. Yet
every calculation of theregime and
every narrative of its spin doctors
was defied. Just as in the farmers’

paper leaks. There were, of course, PO movement, media black-outs ac-
students who suffered the NEET that the education tually spurred the participants into
cancellation and the CBSE scam, employment system has developing their parallel informa-
parentswholost their children due broken down tion channels through social

to this fiasco, aspirants waiting in-

media, word of mouth and Whats-

App. Their posters were punchy: “The true
testofademocracyisn’t the protest. It’s how
the state responds to it”. Their slogans were
innovative.ITheard thisone for the first time:
“Jab jab Modi darta hai, Hindu-Muslim
karta hai”. The authoritarian narrative is
being punctured.

Seventh, and above all, July 20 shows a
fracturing of the spell of fear. Today’s youth
understand therisks of surveillance and pro-
filing under the present regime, something
absent duringthe Ramlila Maidan mobilisa-
tion of the anti-corruption movement. That
deterred many of them from comingto Jan-
tar Mantar for the first two weeks. But
somehow, something shattered it on
Monday. Perhaps the safety of the crowd.
Perhaps the adrenaline of hopelessness. Or
maybe a faint hope. But these young people
were not afraid of being heard, photo-
graphed or even tear-gassed.

Finally, in a way almost unnoticed, the
movement could mark a new phase in the
politics of social justice. The youth of India
have come together in amovement led by a
Dalit, Abhijeet Dipke, and inspired by an Adi-
vasi, Sonam Wangchuk, one not limited to
the stereotypical “SC/ST issues”. Instead of
demanding its share in the nation, bahujan
politics can now define what the nation is.

For many months now, I have been re-
peating a dialogue to anyone who asks me
about the future of India: “Sawal ye nahin
haikijanatatanashahikekhilaafkhari hogi
ya nahin. Sawal sirfitna hai ki jab janata
kharihogitabtak kahin hamtoh nahinbaith
Jjayenge”. Yesterday, I saw it unfold before my
eyes. Janata was standing. And sowas L.

The writer is member, Swaraj India,
and national convenor, Bharat
Jodo Abhiyaan. Views are personal

ADITI
NARAYANI
PASWAN

Our public
institutions
must be spaces
where youth
and students
learnto
navigate
institutional
realities, and
master the art
of constructive
civil discourse
inthelarger
spirit of
democracy

O UNDERSTAND the chaos

gripping our educational

spaces —asseen in the recent

protests in Delhi and else-

where — it is necessary to
revisit Jean-Jacques Rousseau’s concept
of the Social Contract. Rousseau has
noted, “True political liberty is never
found in a state of chaos or unbridled in-
dividual impulse.

But real freedom is built when citizens
willingly enter a community, agreeing
and binding themselves to shared rules
and institutional structures.” He had also
warned that when individuals choose dis-
ruption over collective agreement, it leads
to the fracturing of the civic bond that
underpins democratic existence.

Publicinstitutions and administration
are a microcosm of the social contract.
Participating in them calls for mutual
agreement to listen, follow the process,
and respect the forum.

As teachers, when we allow students
to treat these structures as permanently
broken or as enemies, we are misinform-
ing and mis-educating them. It leads to
alienation from the tools of civic govern-
ance that students need to master.

We need to establish a dialogue be-
tween government bodies and their
citizens; we need to demand institutional
accountability rather than disrupt gov-
ernance and create an environment of
political polarisation.

Democracy is kept alive through the
day-to-day, exhausting work of policy im-
plementation and institutional negoti-
ation. It does not function through con-
tinuous agitation.

Our real job as educators is to
anchor students and their energies in
constitutional boundaries and civic
responsibility. Classrooms need to be the
spaces where these evolving state reforms
are understood, where we promote
curiosity and scepticism and encourage
critical thinking.

But there is a fine line between ques-
tioning a system and trying to dismantle
its legitimacy in public. When students
are misled and continuously pushed to-

Students need to guard against
undermining institutions

ward confrontation, it leads to a shrinking
of the faith citizens have in their publicin-
stitutions, with the focus shifting to
physical clashes.

Therefore, any genuine progress in
administrative reforms is sidelined
by political polarisation. The debate is
now not about improving education or
public institutions. They are now
consumed by binary shouting matches
with zero outcomes.

When, as a teacher, I see impatience
among India’s youth, I feel that it is a
healthy sign of an aspirational democ-
racy. It means these ignited minds aspire
for rapid development.

But this passion must go hand in hand
with maintaining the stability of our
foundational institutions, which form
the cornerstone of democracy. There are
multiple democratic tools to effect
changes. The state has built robust,
highly responsive institutional tools —
from transparent online RTI portals to
localised grievance cells and elected
academic councils.

These handle student anxieties. Our
publicinstitutions must be spaces where
youth and students learn to navigate in-
stitutional realities, and master the art of
constructive civil discourse in the larger
spirit of democracy.

Ultimately, we must remember Ma-
hatma Gandhi, who built our indepen-
dence struggle on the principle of peace-
ful satyagraha. For Gandhi, the means
were as pure as the end itself.

The raw disruption and aggression
we witnessed in Delhi this week from
all stakeholders violated the true Gan-
dhian spirit. It replaced moral persuasion
with force.

The true task before our youth today is
tolook past structural anger. True demo-
cratic empowerment is born when we
partner with and reform the public insti-
tutions through engagement from within,
rather than letting raw friction bring them
to a halt.

The writer is associate professor,

Dr Ambedkar International Centre |
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As
Maharashtra
remembers
Ajit Pawar
today, I
remember a
disciplined
administrator
anda
perfectionistin
governance

- AjitDadadidntlet pressures of
politics diminish his humanity

government. For more than three decades, Ajit

dada, as he was fondly called, occupied an impor-
tant place in Maharashtra’s political and administrative land-
scape. What impressed me most was not merely the scale of his
responsibilities but the manner in which he discharged them.

One quality stood out immediately — his respect for time.
Meetings chaired by Ajit dada were conducted with precision. If
an officer or a minister whose presence was essential had not ar-
rived, he would simply pick up the phone. There was never any
unnecessary display of authority, only a quiet firmness. Those
who entered late would invariably find him looking first at the
wall clock and then at them, often with a gentle smile. Nothing
more needed tobe said. Working with him, I also experienced his
extraordinary attention todetail. He wanted to understand every
aspectbefore takingadecision. During the planning of GST Bha-
van at Wadala, discussions extended beyond the larger vision to
seemingly ordinary details — the size of washrooms, facilities for
persons with disabilities and the convenience of citizens who
would visit the building. National memorials and projects of pub-
licimportance received the same meticulous attention.

His commitment to Maharashtra’s cooperative movement
was equally deep. During my tenure as Commissioner for Coop-
eration, Maharashtra, difficult decisions had tobe taken following
NABARD’s observations on financial irregularities in the Maha-
rashtra State Cooperative Bank. With the concurrence of the RBI,
an administrator was appointed. Naturally, Ajit dada was dis-
turbed. There was even talk of a political storm. But what im-
pressed me was what happened later. Over the years, as the bank
regained financial strength, he openly appreciated the decision.
He acknowledged that protecting the institution was more im-
portant than protecting individuals. Itis rare to find aleader will-
ingto revisit a difficult decision and appreciate it.

Yet, if someone asks me today what I remember most about
Ajit dada, it is a small gesture. At some point, he had observed
thatIliked a particular food item served by the Mantralaya can-
teen in his morning meetings. Whenever I happened to attend
his meetings, he would quietly, with his trademark mischievous
smile, indicate to the staff to serve it. It was his way of saying, “I
remember.” Looking back, I realise the gesture was never about
food. It reflected his ability to observe people, to remember the
smallest details about them and to make them feel valued. Many
leaders are remembered for the decisions they take, some for the
institutions they build. As Maharashtra remembers him today, I
remember adisciplined administrator, a perfectionistin govern-
ance and aleader who never allowed the pressures of public life
to diminish his humanity. That, to me, was the real Ajit dada.

S MAHARASHTRA remembers Ajit Pawar on his
birth anniversary, my thoughts gobackto the years
I'had the opportunity to work closely with him in

The writer is former additional chief secretary and currently
Member, Maharashtra Real Estate Appellate Tribunal
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Six killedin Assam violence

THE AGITATION over the languageissuein
Cachar grew worse as six personsincluding
three constables were killed and over 35
hurtin police firing in Karimganj. The mob

| indulged in arson and fire-stones at the dis-
trict headquarters. Anindefinite curfew has
been clamped on the town and troops have
been alerted for any emergency. The
trouble spread to Silchar also. The violence
| marked the first visit by the Chief Minister,

| Prafulla Mahanta, to the Cachar division
since he assumed office in December.
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R Nine deadin Bihar train mishap

NINE PERSONS were killed and 53 others
injured, 19 seriously, when a goods train

rammed into the 28-Up Maurya Express,
about to leave the Gomoh station, accord-
ing to the divisional railway manager, DK
Mathur. The killed included the wife, two
children and brother of the Janata Party MP
from Chapra, Ram Bahadur Singh.

Policelapses causedmassacre

THE CHIEF Minister, Vir Bahadur Singh,
admitting lapses on the part of the police
resulting in the massacre of nine personsin
avillage in Banda, said that the police
superintendent, circle officer and station
house officer of May had been transferred.
Singh, on his return from the scene of the
crime in Ramu-Ka Purwa hamlet, said he
had ordered payment of Rs 20,000 to the
next of kin of all the nine persons murdered

Kolkata

by the dacoits and Rs 2,000 to each of the
six injured. The Chief Minister said the vil-
lagers had alleged they had to pay the price
for having helped the police in getting two
dacoits arrested and regretted that no
arrangement was made by the police for
their protection.

Furoreover PM’sremark

PRIME MINISTER Rajiv Gandhi's assertion
inthe Lok Sabha that the Government
would not allow the “personal interests of
individual trade union leaders to hold the
country to ransom” sparked off a noisy
protest from the opposition. The protest
culminated in the chair directing the Bom-
bay labour leader Datta Samant to with-
draw from the House.
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From 1991, three foreign policy lessons
for managing disruption of certainties

2,
-
‘Eh—
RAJAMANDALA

BY C RAJA MOHAN

ISTORICAL ANALOGIES
must be approached with
caution. Yet thereisastriking
symmetry between the for-
eign policy challenges that
confronted India in 1990-91 and those now
posed by the wars in Iran and Ukraine. Sim-
ultaneous upheavalsin the Middle East and
Europe in 1991 shattered India’s economic
and strategic assumptions. Today, the two
regions are again compelling Delhi torecon-
sider the foundations of its national strategy.

Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait in August 1990,
and the US-led war to reverse Saddam Hus-
sein’sannexation, sent oil prices soaring, dis-
rupted remittances and aggravated India’s
balance-of-payments crisis. Within months,
the Soviet Union — the principal anchor of
Indian foreign policy duringthe Cold War —
collapsed. The twin shocks forced India to
reform its economy, diversify its interna-
tional partnerships and rethink its place in
the world.

The circumstances today are different,
butthe underlying challenge is familiar. The
war that began with the killing of Iran’s Su-
preme Leader on February 28 has raised
energy costs, disrupted navigation through
the Strait of Hormuzand exposed India’s de-
pendence on the Middle East.

Thereliefin Delhi after Washington and
Tehran signed a memorandum of under-
standing in June has proved premature as
the conflict escalates again. In Europe,
meanwhile, the Ukraine war has entered its
fifth year without a clear path to settlement.
Russia is not about to disintegrate asthe So-
viet Union did in 1991. But the prolonged
war, with its mounting costs, is generating
new questions about Russia’s future at
home and abroad.

India is much better placed to manage
theseshocksthanitwasin1991.Ithasalarger
economy, greater diplomatic weight, and
wider international partnerships. Yet its ex-

LETTERS
ToTHE EDITOR

Jantar Mantar protest

INDIA'S EXAMINATION
ecosystem has witnessed repeated
controversies, including paper
leaks, impersonation rackets and
organised cheating networks, in-
dicating that the problem extends
beyond administrative failures to
structural weaknesses requiring
comprehensive reform (‘Can’t
have sabka vishwas with tear gas
and lathi’, IE, July 21). Equally dis-
turbing are reports of protesters
beingignored or dispersed
through coercive measures even
before avenues for dialogue have
been exhausted.

Vaibhav Goyal, Chandigarh

THE REPEATED crossing of red
lines by this NDA government
will cost it dearly in the years to
come (‘Can’t have sabka vishwas
with tear gas and lathi’, IE, July
21). The high-handed approach to
dealing with a sensitive issue re-
lated to the aspirations of
millions of young people in this
country cannot be justified in any
manner, even if one acceptsall
the social media theories
promoted by the administration.
The delayed, too little, too late ac-
tion was of no consequence in
light of the brutal police action
against students and young
people, watched in horror by a
nation whose foundation was laid
on the principles of non-violence
and peaceful protest. T hope that
good sense will prevail among our
political masters.

Sanjeev Raina

Twofasts

THE COMPARISON between the
two movements is instructive
(‘Anna Hazare to Sonam Wang-
chuk, a tale of two fasts —and a
democracy’, IE, July 21). What
separates lasting impact from
fleeting attention is often organ-
isation and political timing,
rather than the sincerity of the
cause. Civil society movements
need clearer institutional chan-
nels to convert public sentiment
into policy action. Legislatures
could benefit from formal mech-
anisms to register and respond to
sustained public demands.
SMJeeva, Chennai

posuretothe world and the resulting vulner-
abilities are greater.

American policies are intensifying this
vulnerability. The sanctions legislation as-
sociated with the late Senator Lindsey Gra-
ham is proposing massive punitive tariffs
against China, India and others importing
Russian oil. President Donald Trump has
also called for the legislation tobe expanded
to cover Iran. Whether or not Congress ac-
cepts that proposal, India’s energy diplo-
macy will come under increasing stress.

The Indian government has shown con-
siderable flexibility in navigating these press-
uresso far; butit could get trickier in the days
ahead. Asin1991, however, the government
appears more flexible than the foreign policy
debate surrounding it might suggest. When
Saddam invaded Kuwait, India’s official posi-
tion was caught between compet-
ing imperatives. It had to evacuate
a large Indian expatriate popula-
tion, preserve relations with Iraq
and the Arabworld, respond tothe
violation of Kuwaiti sovereignty,
and accommodate the overwhel-
ming military power assembled by
the United States. The govern-
ment’s contradictory manoeuvres
— including Foreign Minister [ K
Gujral’s embrace of Saddam and

Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait
in August 1990, and the
US-led war to reverse Saddam
Hussein’s annexation, sent
oil prices soaring, disrupted
remittances and aggravated
India’s balance-of-payments

crisis

ILLUSTRATION: C R SASIKUMAR

the provision of refuelling facilitiesto Ameri-
can military aircraft — reflected these
multiple pressures.

But the domestic strategic consensus in
1991 was hardly realistic. Large sections of
the political and foreign policy establish-
ment sympathised instinctively with Sad-
dam, long viewed as a friend of India and a
representative of secular Arab nationalism.
His annexation of an independent country
was viewed as less important than his con-
frontation with the United States.

The same rigidity shaped Indian reac-
tions to the Soviet crisis. By the late 1980s,
Mikhail Gorbachev’s internal reforms and
retrenchment abroad had made clear that
the old Soviet order was unsustainable. Yet
alarge section of Delhi’s foreign policy com-
munity denounced him for seeking accom-
modation with the West. When
communist hardliners attempted
a coup in August 1991, there was
barely concealed political glee in
parts of Delhi. The coup collapsed
within three days; the Soviet Union
disappeared in December.

The protagonists have changed,
but theinstinct survives. Sympathy
for Tehran often rests less on the
character or conduct of the Islamic
Republic than on its resistance to

America. Saddam’s secular autocracy and
Iran’s Islamic theocracy are as different as
chalkand cheese. Yet, the Indian foreign pol-
icy community embraced them both assym-
bols of anti-American defiance.

The debate on Russia is similarly per-
sonalised around Putin and sentimental-
ised through the memory of Soviet sup-
port for India. This obscures the need to
examine Russia’s internal strains, its
changing relationship with China and its
imperatives for reconciling with Europe
and America. India’s interests require an
empathetic understanding of the do-
mestic politics of Russia and Iran — not
reflexive signalling of solidarity to the gov-
ernments of the moment.

The first lesson from 1991, therefore, is
that no balance of power is permanent. The
certainties of the 1980s — a stable Soviet
Union, abipolarorder and dependable part-
nerships — vanished with astonishing speed
in 1991. Unpredictability is not an inter-
ruption of normal international politics; itis
one of its permanent features. Indian strat-
egy must devote as much attention to dis-
continuity as to continuity.

Thesecond isthat debateitselfis a stra-
tegic asset. A foreign policy community or-
ganised around a rigid consensus will re-
peatedly miss inconvenient possibilities.
India needs stronger expertise on Russia,
Iran, Central Asia and the internal politics
of the Middle East. India needs sustained
investment, more than ever, in languages,
history and regional specialisation. It also
needs institutions willing to reflect on
competing scenarios and encourage
contrarian judgments.

The third and most important lesson is
thatexternal shocks and systemic changes
cannot be managed by diplomacy alone.
What rescued India after 1991 were the in-
ternal reforms. The answer must be the
same today — sweeping domestic reform
to cope with a changing world. Diplo-
macy’s role then and now is to support
internal transformation.

The writer is a contributing editor on
international affairs for The Indian Express. He is
also a Distinguished Professor at the Motwani-
Jadeja Institute of American Studies, Jindal
Global University and the Korea Foundation
Chair on Asian Geopolitics at the Council for
Strategic and Defense Research, Delhi

SUPRIYA SANKARAN
AND PAVITHRA MANIVANNAN

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE is coming to
India's courts, notasadistant possibility but
as an active policy question. This June, the
Supreme Court published draft regulations
for the use of Al in courts for public com-
ments. They govern how Al may be used
acrossthe entirejudiciary, create institutions
to oversee their adoption and prescribe ap-
proval processes for Al systems.

But courts are only beginning to use Al,
and no one fully understands yet how it will
behave in practice. These regulations will
need to evolve as experience accumulates.

The more important question, then, is
whether the foundations are right. Two
things in particular are hard to reverse once
set, and will shape the integrity of everything
that follows. Both need to be answered be-
fore Al enters the courtroom.

Thefirstisabout institutions. Every wave
oftechnology use in India’sjudiciary hascre-
ated a new governance body. Computerisa-
tion brought computer committees. Al is
now producing an apex body, five
standing committees, High Court
Al committees, district Al secre-
tariats, and a new Centre of Re-
search and Excellence.

What must a system explain,
and to whom? What error rate
isacceptable in a bail matter

A checklist fora
new-age courtroom

successive tools in the same transformation
of courtadministration. Forinstance, an Al-
assisted scheduling system is simulta-
neously acase management, infrastructure,
digitisation and Al project. If each of these
tools and functions has separate commit-
tees, it fragments accountability and slows
decision-making. Thejudiciary needsa per-
manent institution capable of absorbing the
functions currently held by thee-Committee
alongside the new Al governance mandate,
and whatever technology comes next. India
has done this before: TNMSC professional-
ised medicine procurement in Tamil Nadu
and became a model for other states; UIDAI
builtand maintains the Aadhaar ecosystem.
Execution requires permanence, expertise
and clear ownership — none of which com-
mittees with rotating membets can provide.

The second is about standards. When
India built its payments infrastructure, it
made one decision that changed everything:
It separated the standard from the market.
NPCI wrote the specification for UPI and
stepped back. It didn't build Pho-
nePe or Google Pay — the market
did. The standard was shared; the
innovation happened around it. In-
dia's courts are now at a similar in-

The problem isarchitecture. In- : flection point with Al

versus a scheduling task?
stitutional structures must not be Where d traini 8 dat The Draft Regulationsestablish
built around individual techno- ere docs traming data who approves Al systems for court
logies. Computerisation, digitisa- come from? use and how. What they do not es-

tion, video conferencing,and Al are

tablishiswhatany system mustac-

tually demonstrate to earn that approval.
This is not a minor gap. Before a pharma-
ceutical company canselladruginIndia, its
manufacturing process must meet interna-
tionally defined quality standards.
Forjudicial Al, the equivalent is missing.
What must a system explain, and to whom?
Whaterror rate isacceptable in abail matter
versus a scheduling task? Where does train-
ingdata come from? Without these answers
defined in advance, each of India's 25 high
courts must independently determine what
constitutes an acceptable Al system. Given
the wide variation in technical capacity
acrossthejudiciary, they will arrive at differ-
ent answers. The result is inconsistent ap-
provals — and inconsistent justice.
Standards cannot be set by the body that
procures against them. The Draft Regula-
tions already envision a Centre of Research
and Excellence on AI (CoRE-AI). It should be
set up as a neutral body with no stake in
which vendorwins, no procurement budget
todefend. A permanent technical institution
should procure against them. A judicial
Committee should approve them. Just as
NPClI stepped backand letthe market build,
CoRE-AT’s value lies precisely in staying out
of the game it is refereeing. The SC must
push for foundations that will hold not just
for today’s AI, but for whatever comes next.

Sankaran is a co-founder of PUCAR and Agami.

Manivannan is research lead at XKDR Forum  _|

Delhi’swinter
pollution
toolkit needs
Al forecasts
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MANMEET SINGH AND SANDEEP JUNEJA

ELHI'S DECISION to introduce a permanent winter
pollution management framework marks an im-
portant shift in how the city responds to its annual
air quality crisis. Measures such as staggered office
timings, work-from-home arrangements, construc-
tionrestrictions and tighter controls on vehicular emissions show
that the government is moving from emergency response to ad-
vance planning. But one critical question remains: Even if
emissions are reduced, when should people go outdoors?

Every winter, Delhi experiences strong temperature inver-
sions that trap pollutants close to the ground, producing some of
the world’s highest concentrations of fine particulate matter, or
PM2.5. Yet millions of schoolchildren, athletes, coaches, outdoor
workers and event organisers continue to follow fixed morning
schedules rather than atmospheric conditions. Daily Air Quality
Index bulletins tell people when the air is “poor” or “severe,” but
rarely answer the more practical health question: What is the
safest time today to be outside?

Our analysis of winter observations from November to Janu-
ary, using data from the Central Pollution Control Board, points
toaclear pattern. We compared PM2.5 concentrations during the
traditional morning window for school sports and outdoor activ-
ities, from 9 am to 12 pm, with those in the late afternoon, from 3
pm to 6 pm, when stronger atmospheric mixing typically helps
disperse pollutants. The difference is striking.

At Anand Vihar, average PM2.5 concentrations fall from 275.3
ug/m? in the morning to 1704 ug/m3 in the late afternoon, a re-
duction of 38 per cent. In Rohini, concentrations decline by 40
per cent. RK Puram and Ashok Vihar record reductions of around
one-third. Even Lodhi Road, among Delhi’s cleaner monitoring
locations, sees an average reduction of nearly 29 per cent. Pollu-
tionlevelsbetween 6 AM and 9 AM, when many trainingsessions
and fitness activities begin, are similarly high to those between 9
AM and noon.

This patternreflects a familiar feature of Delhi’s winter atmos-
phere. Pollution remains trapped near the surface through the
morning and often stays elev-
ated into the early afternoon.
The most consistent improve-
ment occurs later in the day,
between 3 pm and 6 pm.
For children playing football,
hockey, cricket or athletics, this
timing matters. During vigor-
ous exercise, breathing rates
can rise by up to twenty-fold,
allowing fine particulate
matter to penetrate deeper into
thelungs. Atwo-hoursporting
event can thereforeinvolve far
greater pollution exposure
than simply standing out-
doors. Shifting activity to a
cleaner time of day can substantially reduce exposure without
requiring new infrastructure or additional regulation.

Thisiswhere Al can make Delhi’s winter strategy more effec-
tive. Historical observations reveal broad patterns, but pollution
varies from day to day depending on wind, temperature, cloud
cover, regional biomass burning and local emissions. Al models
can combine weather forecasts, satellite observations, ground-
level monitoringand emissions data to predict how pollution will
evolve hour by hour, and increasingly several days in advance.

That can turn air quality forecasting from a general informa-
tion service into a practical decision-support tool.Instead of is-
suing only a generic warning that air quality will be “very poor,”
Al-enabled forecasts can answer operational questions: Should
tomorrow’s school sports meet begin at 9 AM or shift to 4 PM?
Will pollution remain hazardous all day, requiring outdoor activ-
ity to be postponed? Which parts of the city are likely to see air
quality improve earliest?

Delhi’s newwinter pollution framework rightly focusesonre-
ducingemissions. Al forecastingwould complement those efforts
by helping governments, schools and communities reduce ex-
posure while pollution-control measures take effect. With high-
quality data, such forecasts could support decisions on school
sports, marathons, outdoor work, public events and emergency
health advisories. The evidence already supports one simple rec-
ommendation: Whetrever possible, winter school sports and other
outdoor physical activities should be scheduled in the late after-
noon, between 3 pm and 6 pm.

Indiaalready uses predictive science to prepare for cyclones,
floods and heatwaves. Air pollution should be treated no differ-
ently. Delhi hastaken an important step by planningahead tore-
duce emissions. The next step is to use Al-powered forecasts to
help people decide when it is safest to step outside.

ILLUSTRATION: TANUSHRIMITRA

Singh is academic visitor and Juneja is director, Safexpress
Centre for Data, Learning and Decision Sciences,
Ashoka University, Delhi-NCR. Views are personal
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EDUCATION IS not merely another govern-
mentdepartment. It is the foundation upon
which a democratic republic builds its fu-
ture. BR Ambedkar’simmortal call — “Edu-
cate, Agitate, Organise” — was not simply a
slogan. It was a roadmap for creating an in-
formed, empowered and egalitarian society.
Over the past 12 years, however, the Modi
government has moved in the opposite di-
rection. Ever since the BJP came to powerin
2014, itseducation policy hasbeen driven by
three interconnected objectives: The com-
munalisation, commercialisation and cen-
tralisation of education. The result hasbeen
asystematic weakening of publiceducation

NEET andbeyond, asystematic assault on education

and an unprecedented crisis in examin-
ations, recruitment and employment.

The Ministry of Education under Dhar-
mendra Pradhan has failed to restore confi-
dence in this system. Every fresh contro-
versy has deepened public distrust.
Thousandsof studentsare on the streets de-
mandinghisresignation, including activists
sitting on hunger strike for more than two
weeks, demanding accountability.

The assault began with India's premier
public universities. Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity, the University of Hyderabad, Jamia
Millia Islamia, Tata Institute of Social
Sciences and several other institutions be-
came targets of political attacks. Students
and teachers questioning the government
were routinely branded “anti-national”,
“tukde-tukde gang” or “urban Naxals”. This
was accompanied by financial pressure on

public education. Universities reported
shrinkinggrants, delays in fellowships,finan-
cial constraints and pressure to raise fees.

If the first pillar of the BJP’s education
policy has been weakening public institu-
tions, the second has been the collapse of
credibility in examinations and recruitment.
Noinstitution symbolises this collapse more
thanthe National Testing Agency (NTA). Es-
tablished to bring professionalism and trans-

Pradhan bears ministerial
responsibility for the repeated
breakdown of India's
examination system. The scale of
the NEET and NTA crises alone
warrants his resignation

parency, the NTA hasinstead become associ-
ated with repeated controversies, technical
failures, paper leak allegations, arbitrary
examination centre allotments and admin-
istrative confusion.

TheNEET crisis hasbecomethe defining
example. In 2024, over 24 lakh candidates
registered for the examination. Allegations
of paper leaks, the controversial award of
grace marks to 1,563 candidates, multiple
perfectscores, nationwide protests, a CBIin-
vestigation and proceedings before the Su-
preme Court shattered public confidencein
the examination process. Before confidence
could be restored, an even bigger crisis un-
folded. The NEET-UG 2026 examination,
taken by around 22 lakh aspiring doctors,
was cancelled after the integrity of the exam-
ination was compromised.

Behind every cancelled examination lies

Kolkata

anenormous human cost. Years of prepara-
tion, family savings and emotional invest-
ment disappear overnight. India has re-
peatedly witnessed heartbreaking reports of
studentsdying by suicide amid examination
stress and recruitment uncertainty. While
every such tragedy has multiple causes, to-
gethertheyreflectasystem that hasbecome
increasingly unforgivingand unpredictable.

Pradhan bears ministerial responsibility
for these repeated breakdowns. The scale of
the NEET and NTA crises alone warrants his
resignation. The struggle, however, is larger
than one minister or government. Itisabout
defendingeducation asa publicgood rather
than a marketplace, a constitutional right
rather than a privilege, and a means of na-
tion-buildingrather than ideological control.

The writer is General Secretary, CPI
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[ISc’s novel
method holds
promise for oral
cancer treatment

Arnav Chandrasekhar
Bengaluru, July 21

IN A recent scientific breakthrough, researchers from the
Indian Institute of Science (IISc) in Bengaluru, in collabora-
tion with the M S Ramaiah Medical College, have discovered
potential applications of an ultrasound stimulation technol-
ogy in treating oral cancer.

Given the prevalence of chewable tobacco products, oral
cancer is a significant health concern in India, accounting
forabout1in 4 of all global cases. The study, titled “Reveal-
ing biomechanical vulnerabilities in oral cancer cells using
3D coculture platform and low-frequency ultrasound”, was
published in the journal Materials Today Bio.

What were the findings?

The study used samples taken from 15 patients with
Stage 4 oral cancer. It found that oral cancer cells were selec-
tively vulnerable to Low Frequency Ultrasound (LFU)
mechanostimulation, a non-invasive procedure.

The team used a “3D co-culture platform” that essentially
mimicked the environment of a tumour. Cancer cells form a
barrier-like structure around the centre of a solid tumour,
which normally blocks infiltration by drugs and immune
cells. The treatment focused on breaking down these cells.

According to assistant professor Ajay Tijore, corresponding
author of the study, high-frequency ultrasound is widely used
in medicine (mostly for diagnostic and imaging purposes), but
it has relatively low penetration depth in the body — only upto
a few centimetres. Another type is High Intensity Focused
Ultrasound (HIFU), which generates heat to “burn” cells in
cases such as prostate cancer, which has certain side effects.

On the other hand, Low Fre-

quency Ultrasound mech-
USEOFULTRASOUND  anostimulation s quite
. ) novel in terms of application
OﬂAccor.d ing to professor Ajay inthe field of oral cancer.
Tijore, high-frequency ultra- The first author of the

sound is widely used in medi-
cine (mostly for diagnostic and
imaging purposes).

® Butit has relatively low pen-
etration depthin the body.

study, PhD student Rash-
mita Luha, said, “What sur-
prised us most was the con-
sistency of the response
across cancer cells derived

Another formis High Intensity from multiple patients
Focused Ultrasound, whichgen-  from different cancer
erates heatto “burn”cellsin stages. They were highly
cases such as prostate cancer, vulnerable to ultrasound,
with certain side effects. while normal cells were
. much less affected.”

The reason for this selec-

tive effect on cancer cells without affecting normal ones was
the presence of a protein called Tropomyosin 2.1, which is
present in normal cells but found at a lower level in cancer
cells. Professor Tijore said, “Due to the loss of these proteins...
when you apply such LFU mechanical stimulation from the
outside, cancer cells cannot withstand these forces.”

What applications could it have?

A 2024 study in the journal Oral Oncology stated that In-
dians have a five-year survival rate of 50% after treatment,
compared with 68% in developed nations. The rate refers to
the likelihood of survival after detection, seen in relation to
the population without cancer.

According to Tamil Nadu-based oral and maxillofacial sur-
geon Dr Senthil Kumar, people seeking oral cancer treatment
in India currently face several challenges, such as high costs.

“Another issue is identifying the case at earlier stages, and
for patients to seek early treatment. Educating patients and
inculcating awareness is also important... if there is a benign
lesion in the mouth, it has to be followed and evaluated every
3to 6 months,” he said. Generally, treatment includes a com-
bination of surgery and radiation, and chemotherapy.

Before its use, the new IISc ultrasound technology must
also consider potential problems, Dr Kumar said. “On appli-
cation of pressure, the spillage of cancer cells into neighbour-
ing tissues is the biggest concern. Most surgical-onco treat-
ments like neck dissection (to remove lymph nodes from the
neck) are designed based on this consideration.”

The new LFU method could be used across different
cancer treatments, such as breast cancer and melanoma (a
type of skin cancer). Professor Tijore said, “This is because
these are the relatively superficial cancers which could be
monitored easily compared to tumours located deep inside
the body.” IISc has also patented the ultrasound technology.

* ECONOMY

Education’s falling share
in Budget over 12 years

!
T Y
UbiT MISRA

OVER THE past three days, New Delhi’s Jan-
tar Mantar has attracted significant atten-
tion as many disgruntled youth from across
India have come together under the leader-
ship of the so-called Cockroach Janta Party
todemand the resignation of Union Educa-
tion Minister Dharmendra Pradhan.

The immediate trigger for the protests
was the leak of the 2026 NEET-UG question
paper. Every year, millions of students hop-
ing to become doctors take the exam. This
was neither the first time NEET papers got
leaked, nor was it the only examination to
witness such a lapse. Reports suggest that
over the past decade, test papers have been
leaked in over 150 different competitive
examinations held in India.

What hasintensified criticismisthe sense
of lack of accountability around such re-
peated lapses. A recent investigation by The
Indian Expressintothestatus of cases linked
to 45 major exam paper leaks over the past
two decades, where each exam saw at least
one lakh applicants, threw up stark results.

Only two of these cases led to convic-
tions. Most are either trapped in legal quick-
sand or have hit a dead end. In fact, two of
the accused in exam leaks are now repre-
sentatives in the Uttar Pradesh Assembly.

At atime when the Narendra Modi-led
government’s handling of the education
sector is under scrutiny, how can its per-
formance be analysed? There is no singular
metric, but the allocation of money from
annual Budgets to the relevant depart-
ments and ministries is a good way to
understand the importance any govern-
ment attaches to a particular issue.

In the past, several scholars have re-
peatedly criticised Indian governments for
notallocating enough fundsto critical min-
istries such as education and health. Here
is a look at how the annual allocations to-
wards the Education Ministry in the Union
Budgets have changed over the years.

Examining Budget allocations

Itis natural that over time, the absolute
amount allocated to any major ministry

e WHERE THEGOVERNMENT CHOSE TO SPEND

The chart & table show allocation to various ministries and departments as a % of total Union Budget
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willincrease, if for no other reason than the lute terms) also went up.

annual inflation in prices of the same goods
and services. The metric for ascertaining
whether a ministry or department lost or
gained relevance in policy terms is to look
at the funds allocated to it as a percentage
of the total Budget for a financial year.

Since Budget Estimates have routinely
changed, the following exercise only looks
back on the period for which hard data is
available. In other words, all analysis uses
datauptotheend ofthelast financial year.
The starting point for the data is 2009, the
earliest year for which the Centre for Moni-
toring Indian Economy’s (CMIE) Economic
Outlook module provides details.

When the data is compiled, a clear pic-
ture emerges of the Education Ministry’s
relative importance, or the lack of it, during
the first 12 years of this NDA government.

Reducing share since 2014

Lookingbackat the Union Budget from
2009-10 onwards, itbecomes clear that, on
average, the total size of the Union Budget
grew by an average 0of10.4% each year. This
means that the total amount of money the
government spent each year was roughly
10% more than what it spent the year be-
fore. As such, across most ministries and
departments, Budget allocations (in abso-

Sharp
contrast

The Education
Ministry’s share
in the Budget fell

from 4.6% in
2013-14 (thelast
year the UPA was
in power) to 2.5%
in 2025-26.
°

The share of
money spent on
making roads
and highways
has almost
trebled to5.8%in
the past 12 years.
|

In this analysis, however, the focus is
not on the absolute amount of money
spent on a ministry but whether its share
in the overall Budget expanded or shrunk
or remained stagnant. The chart maps the
relative share (in the overall Budget) of
three key ministries over the years:

® Education (earlier called Ministry of
Human Resource Development). The chart
also maps the share of allocations for the
two departments under this ministry:
School Education and Higher Education.

® Health and Family Welfare

® Road Transport and Highways

The dataonthe other two ministries pro-
vide context by showing other sectors where
people often demand higher allocation
(health) and which represent the growth
model of the Modi era (roads and highways).

The data shows that the Education Min-
istry’s share in the Union Budget fell from
4.6% in 2013-14 (the last year that the Con-
gress-led UPA government was in power)
t02.5% in 2025-26.In other words, the Edu-
cation Ministry now commands only half
the share that it had before PM Modi took
charge. The fall in relative share can also be
seen inthe allocation to both departments.
The share of the Department of School
Educationisless than halfof whatit was12

While the government has come up
with the Skill India initiative, the share
allocated to the Skill Development
ministry has also remained minuscule

years ago, while the Department of Higher
Education’s share is just around 60% of
whatitused to be.

The share of allocation to the Health
Ministry has gone up and down marginally
from one year to another, but the share is
stagnant over the long term.

In sharp contrast, the share of money
spent on making roads and highways has
almost trebled in the past 12 years. In fact,
12 yearsago, education and health together
received 6.5% of the annual Budget while
the ministry received just 1.8% of the total
expenditure. All these years on, education
and health together received only about
4.5% of the annual Budget while the Min-
istry of Road Transport and Highways re-
ceives 5.8% alone.

Skill development allocations

Over the years, especially with the rise
of artificial intelligence, governments have
focused on skilling over and above educa-
tion. In fact, in 2015-16, the Union govern-
ment created a new ministry just for this
purpose. However, the share of the Budget
spent on skilling presents a sobering pic-
ture, and is quite in contrast to the govern-
ment’s pronouncements to “Skill India”.

As the table shows, the share of alloca-
tions to the Ministry of Skill Development
was a minuscule 0.06% to begin with, and
has now sslid to 0.05%.

The takeaway

Looking at the share, level and trend of
allocations provides agood understanding
of a government’s priorities. To be sure,
each government is entitled to choose its
own set of priorities — after all, this is
exactly why voters choose or discard gov-
ernments. The Modi government is now in
its third consecutive term, suggesting that
voters have resoundingly ratified the gov-
ernment’s policy choices.

Yet, the decline in the share of allocation
tothe Ministry of Education is worrying for
the future of India’s youth and their grow-
ing aspirations. And while spending more
money is no guarantee for the quality of ex-
penditure — as many cases of sinking new
roads and falling bridges attest — it is often
a necessary first step towards improving
the situation. The picture emerging from
this data echoes the words of the noted
economist John Kenneth Galbraith: “Tam
worried about our tendency to over invest
in things and under invest in people.”

e GEOPOLITICS

First sanctions, now war: India’s Chabahar plans up in the air

DivyaA
New Delhi, July 21

A DRAMATIC image posted on social
mediaby US Secretary of War Pete Hegseth
last week fuelled concern in India. It
showed the maritime control tower at Iran’s
Chabahar port collapsing after US strikes.

While New Delhi is already reeling
under the impact of US sanctions on its
strategically vital infrastructure project in
Iran, where it has invested billions, the mili-
tary strikes sparked fresh concerns.

The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA)
clarified that the terminal it operates at Cha-
bahar Port was not damaged in the US
strikes. The ministry, however, reiterated In-
dia’s position that civilian infrastructure
should not be targeted during conflicts.

India’s stakes in Chabahar

The Chabahar port has two main ter-
minals — Shahid Beheshti and Shahid Kal-
antari — with India managing the former.
It is operated by India Ports Global Ltd
under a10-year renewable agreement with
Iran’s Ports and Maritime Organisation.

India and Iran have been developing
Chabahar as a key trade and connectivity
hub, particularly to improve access to

Afghanistan and Central Asia. Chabahar
holds strategic importance for India as it
provides an alternative trade route to
Afghanistan, bypassing Pakistan, which
does not allow Indian goods transit
through its territory. For Iran, Chabahar is
vital becauseitisits only oceanic port with
direct access to the Indian Ocean, bypass-
ing the congested Strait of Hormuz.

To ensure its continuous operation,
Indiaand Iransigned the landmark 10-year
contractin May 2024 — replacing previous
short-term contracts — to equip and opetr-
ate the Shahid Beheshti terminal. To avoid
financial penalties in the wake of US sanc-
tions, India prepaid its $120 million invest-
ment and transferred its operational stake
at Shahid Beheshti to local entities.

US sanctions

USsanctions on Chabahar stem from its
broader economic and military measures
against Tehran. Despite India’s effortstode-
velop the port for regional connectivity, the
history of these sanctions and waivers has
severely restricted the project’s progress.

In2018, the Donald Trump administra-
tion walked the US out of the Iran nuclear
deal, and imposed sanctions on dealing
with Tehran. Atthe sametime, it granted a

Morethan

maritimeinfra

® The sea-land tran-
sit route from Chaba-
har, that allows India
to bypass Pakistan, is
viewed asanimpor-
tant part of the Inter-
national North-South
Transport Corridor
(INSTC).

® INSTCis a multi-
mode transport net-
work connecting
India withIran, Rus-
sia, Europe and parts
of Central Asia. In
that sense, the port
represents far more
than maritime infra-
structure.

® Theend of the US’s
Chabahar waivers
tilts the regional bal-
ance toward China
and Pakistan.

? CHABAHAR PORT
ARABIAN SEA

targeted sanctions waiver for the Chabahar
port to support humanitarian and econ-
omic efforts in Afghanistan.

For several years, the port facilitated the
delivery of Indian wheat and medical
supplies to Afghanistan. In September last
year, the US administration withdrew the
sanctions waiver, only to grant the exemp-
tion again through a six-month waiver in
October that officially expired on April 26.

Owing to the end of the sanctions

waivers, India is losing its direct oper-
ational control over the Chabahar project.

The MEA has said India hasbeen in dis-
cussions with “relevant stakeholders” after
the expiry of the waiver.

Importance for Delhi, Tehran

Chabahar is vital for India not only be-
cause it provides direct, secure access to
Afghanistan and Central Asia, but also be-
cause it serves as a counterweight to
China’sdevelopment of the Gwadar Portin
Pakistan, located just 140 km away.

For Tehran, it also serves as a crucial
economic hub in the Sistan-Baluchistan
province, functioning as a gateway to con-
nect Iran with landlocked Central Asian
states, Afghanistan and Russia.

Future hangs in balance

Chabahar had received an allocation of
Rs400 croreinthe previous financial year.
But the Union Budget for 2026-27 made no
allocation for the port.

The current situation has left questions
hanging over the future of this strategic
route. Without Chabahar, India loses its pri-
mary non-Pakistani corridor tolandlocked
markets, effectively undoing New Delhi’s
decades of connectivity planning.

® LEGAL

How anew law aims to place ‘Vande Mataram’ on a par with Jana Gana Mana’

Vineet Bhalla
New Delhi, July 21

UNION HOME Minister Amit Shah issetto
introduce the Prevention of Insults to Na-
tional Honour (Amendment) Bill, 2026, in
Rajya Sabha during the Monsoon Session.
This will amend the Prevention of Insults
to National Honour Act, 1971, to grant the
national song, Vande Mataram, the same
statutory protection currently given to the
national anthem, Jana Gana Mana.
AccordingtoSection 3ofthe Act, inten-
tionally preventing the singing of the na-
tional anthem or causing a disturbance to
any assembly engaged in such singing is a
criminal offence punishable with im-
prisonment of up to three years, a fine or
both. The Bill proposes to include the na-
tional song within the ambit of this section.

Legal status of national song

This year, the Ministry of Home Affairs
issued guidelines regarding the singingand
playing of the national song. The “orders

relating to the National Song of India” de-
tailed the authorised lyrics, written by
Bankim Chandra Chatterjee, and specified
occasions for its mass singing, such as “on
the unfurling of the National Flag, on cul-
tural occasions or ceremonial functions”.
The orders also stated that “whenever
the official version of the National Song is
sungor played, the audience shall stand to
attention”, and suggested that “in all
schools, the day’s work may begin with
community singing of the National Song”.
A petition, filed in the Supreme Court
by one Muhammed Sayeed Noori, chal-
lenged the directives. Arguing for him, Sen-
ior Advocate Sanjay Hegde questioned
whether people could be “compelled to
sing the song in the garb of an advisory”.
A three-judge bench headed by Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant, however, dis-
missed the plea as “premature” and based
on a “vague apprehension of discrimina-
tion”. The court said that the government’s
directive was advisory in nature and there
were no penal consequences for those who

chose not to sing the national song.

How it differs from the
national anthem

The Statement of Objects and Reasons
of the Bill states that on January 24, 1950,
Constituent Assembly President Rajendra
Prasad declared that “Vande Mataram’
should be “honoured equally” and have
“equal status” with Jana Gana Mana’. It
then states that “presently, there is no spe-
cific legal provision to prevent insults” to
the national song.

The national anthem and the national
song, however, don’t have equal status
within the legal framework. Under Article
51A(a) of the Constitution, itis a fundamen-
tal duty of every citizen to respect the na-
tional flag and the national anthem. The
national songis not mentioned here or any-
where else in the Constitution.

This distinction is also reflected in the
government’s executive orders containing
guidelines on both. While the playing of
both is recommended for the arrival of the

President, a Governor or a Lieutenant Gov-
ernor at state functions, immediately before
and after the President addresses the nation
over All India Radio and “[w]hen the Na-
tional Flag is brought on parade”, the an-
themisadditionally mandated for “Civil and
Military investitures”, during parades, for
“hoisting of colours in the Navy” and “when
the Regimental Colours are presented”.

The orders for the national song exclude
such military protocols, specifying its play-
ing only for “civil investitures”.

Disrupting anthem’s singing

To understand how the amended law
might operate, one might look at how
courts have interpreted the existing Section
3 of the 1971 Act, which currently applies
only to the national anthem.

In 2014, the Kerala High Court in Sal-
manv. Stateof Kerala clarified what consti-
tutes such adisturbance. The court refused
to quash an FIR against the petitioner, ac-
cused of “making noise and hue and cry”
while the national anthem was being sung,.

Justice P Ubaid held that “causing ob-
struction or prevention to the singing of
National Anthem, by making loud or con-
temptuous noise” falls under the offence
defined in Section 3 of the Act and ruled
thatsuch serious allegations require police
investigation.

Rightto respectful silence

While actively disrupting the singing of
the national anthem is an offence under
the Act, the Supreme Court distinguished
this from simply choosing not tosingin the
landmark Bijoe Emmanuel & Orsv. State of
Keralajudgment of1986.

The caseinvolved three children belong-
ingtothe Jehovah’s Witnesses Christian sect
who were expelled from school for refusing
tosingthe national anthem duringa morn-
ing assembly, even though they stood re-
spectfully insilence while it was sung. Their
refusal wasbased in their religious faith that
did not permit them to sing praises to any-
one except in prayers to their God.

The Supreme Court ruled in favour of

Kolkata

the students, holding that their expulsion
violated their fundamental rights to free-
dom of speech and expression under Ar-
ticle19(1)(a) and freedom of religion under
Article 25(1) of the Constitution.

The court held that there is no legal
provision obliging anyone to sing the na-
tional anthem. “Proper respect is shown to
the National Anthem by standingup when
the National Anthem is sung,” the court
said. “It will not be right to say that disre-
spectisshown by notjoiningin the singing.”

The courtemphasised the importance of
religious freedom, observing: “Article25isan
article of faith in the Constitution, incorpor-
ated in recognition of the principle that the
real test of a true democracy is the ability of
even an insignificant minority to find its
identity under the country’s Constitution.”

In the conclusion to its judgment, the
bench of Justices O Chinnappa Reddy and
MM Dutt remarked: “Our tradition teaches
tolerance; our philosophy preaches toler-
ance; our constitution practices tolerance;
letus not dilute it.”
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Sri
Banwari Lal Lohia, son of Late
Murlidhar Lohia, aged about 84
years, by religion Hindu, residing at
3, Clyde Row, Kolkata - 700 022
expired on 10th January, 2025 at
Kolkata.
He had executed his Last Will and
Testament dated 14th April, 2023
appointing Shri Sanjay Kumar Lohia
as Executor.
Any person having any claim,
objection or demand against the
estate of the above deceased person is
hereby required to submit the same in
writing with supporting documents
within 15 days from publication of
this notice at the address below:
Sanjay Kumar Lohia
3, Clyde Row, Kolkata-700 022
If no claim is received within the
above period, the estate shall be
distributed in accordance with the
said Will without further reference.
Sd/-
Sanjay Kumar Lohia
Executor
Date: 22/07/2026
Place: Kolkata

UNIVERSITY OF

CALCUTTA

“University of Calcutta invites the
e-tender vide Ref. No. (Publishing of]
the notice for e-tender vide reference
no. (E-Tender No.: R/306/26
(2nd  call) & Tender ID:
2026_CU_1033206_1), (E-Tender
No.: R/304/26 (3rdcall) & Tender ID:
2026_CU_1033488_1), (E-Tender
No.: R/13/CT-tender/26-27 & Tender|
ID:  2026_CU_1033503_1).

details pl. visit wbtenders.gov.in.

For|

My client Smt. Anita Srikant Nath, wife of
Srikant Nath, purchased 02 Katha or 3.30
Decimal land Vide Deed No. 060801061
dated on 03/02/2026 A.D.S.R. Janai
Hooghly, from Shri Dwijendra Nath Ghosh
S/O Late Anukul Ghosh alias Anukul
Chandra Ghosh, represented by his
attorney Ataur Rahaman Mallick S/O Late
Abdur Rahaman Mallick vide registered
Power of Attorney No. 060800309/2026
registered at A.D.S.R. Janai Hooghly, at
Mouza Monber, J.L No 101, in R.S. &
L.R. Dag No 448 under L.R. Khatian No
404, P.S. Dankuni, Dist. Hooghly. Now
she will apply for mutation of the said
property in B.L. & L.R.O. Chanditala- Il
Hooghly. If the principal or any other
person have any objection against the
said power of attorney then they submit
written objection within one (01) month
from the date of publication of this notice
before the said concerned office,
otherwise legal action will be taken as
per law.

Sd/- RATNA SAMANTA, Advocate
City Civil Court, Kolkata 700 001

E-N.L.T
Tender no's- 02/15th CFCG(T5) /D.H-11/P.S/26-27,
Memo No-300(35)/D.H-II/P.S, Dt.-20/07/2026
have been invited. Contact the office of the u/s and
visit www.wbtenders.gov.in for details. Tender ID:
2026_ZPHD_1033377_1 to 5 successively. Last
date of application is 29/07/2026 up to 12.30 Hrs
Sd/-
E.0O
Diamond Harbour-II P.§
Sarisha: South 24-Parganas

I am Raju Sekh, address Dankuni Surya
Sen Nagar, Dankuni, Hooghly. My
actual date of birth is 13/06/1989, as
recorded on my Aadhaar, PAN, ration
card, and school certificate. But on my
passport, number N 6277658, as well as
on my voter ID and driving license, my
date of birth is given as 1-1-1984. By the
affidavit of the Honorable Shrirampur
Court, First Class Judicial Magistrate, on
the recent date, [ am declaring my actual
date of birth as 13-06-1989.

I am Raju Sekh, address Dankuni, Surya
Sen Nagar, Dankuni, Hooghly. My son's
name is Rohan Sekh. My wife's real name
is Doly Bibi. But on my son's passport
(number U7173569), his mother's name is
listed as Doly Begum instead of Doly
Bibi. In an affidavit dated recently from
the Honorable Serampore Court, First
Class Judicial Magistrate, it has been
confirmed that my son's mother, that is my
wife, Doly Begum, and Doly Bibi are the

same and one Identical person.

E-TENDER NOTICE
E-tenders under earning contracts are
invited for and on behalf of the President

of India for the following works: [A] No.
CE/T/04/2026-27, Date:15.07.2026. SI.
No.; Tender Nos.; Name of the work;
Advertised Value(Rupees); Earnest
Money Deposit(Rupees); Period of
Completion; Date of Closing are as
follows : [01]; Engg-23-2026-27;
Cleaning and Fishing right of the Main
Lake and Lake near Street No. 1/D in
Chittaranjan Township measuring
approx. total 421044 Sqm for a period of
05 (Five) years on yearly license basis in
CLW/ Chittaranjan Township; ¥
30,16,328.00; ¥ 60,300.00; 5 Years;
05.08.2026@15:00. [02]; Engg-24-
2026-27; Cleaning and Fishing right of
the Hospital Road Lake (40460 Sqm),
Petrol Pump Road Lake (72840 Sqm) and
Lake behind Horticulture Office (36425
Sqm) in Chittaranjan Township
measuring approx. total 149725 Sqm fora
period of 05 (Five) years on yearly license
basis; I 12,29,242.25; ¥ 25,000.00; 5
Years; 05.08.2026@15:00. [03]; Engg-
25-2026-27; Cleaning and Fishing Right
of Simjuri-Fatehpur Lake in Chittaranjan
Township measuring approx. 242807
Sqm for a period of 05 (Five) year on
yearly license basis in CLW/ Chittaranjan
including provision of Angling; ¥
18,52,548.00; ¥ 37,000.00; 5 Years;
05.08.2026@15:00. [B] No. CE/T/19/
2026-27, Date:18.07.2026. SL.No.:
[01].Tender Nos.: Engg-22-2026-27.
Name of the work: Upgradation of
ground floor of works office at CLW/
Chittaranjan. Note: Composite tender
comprising of Civil Engineering work
and Furniture work. Advertised Value
(Rupees): 33,67,45,064.86. Earnest
Money Deposit (Rupees): < 7,34,900.00.
Period of Completion: 7 months. Date of
Closing: 08.08.2026@12:00. Note [For
both A & B] : Complete details can be seen
in the Railways website www.ireps.gov.in
& www.clw.indianrailways.gov.in.
[02] Contact Number—-9163340201.

Deputy Chief Engineer/CLW/
PR5/429 Chittaranjan
visit us on:www.facebook.com/clwrailways

41099).

18:00Hrs.
Place: Navi Mumbai
Date: 22.07.2026

OSBI

Digital Banking-Consumer, Corporate Centre,9th Floor, Plot No. IT-6
Newa Bhakti Knowledge City, Airoli Knowledge Park, Navi Mumbai - 400 708.
E-mail: fintech.yono@sbi.co.in; Website: https:/sbi.

NOTICE INVITING RFP (REQUEST FOR PROPOS
RFP No.Ref: SBI/CC/DB-Consumer/I&SP/RFP/2026-27/01
Applications are invited by State Bank of India from eligible Startups,
FinTechs & Digital Capability Partners (DCP), for Development,
Customization, Integration of VKYC based VCIP Digital Solution (Event ID-

RFP document will be available on https:/etender.sbi/ from 22.07.2026,

Deputy General Manager (Innovation & Spl. Projects)
Digital Banking - Consumer

da 3iim Fsier
Bank of Baroda

2nd Floor, 54, G. T.

B

Bhangakuthi, Burdwan- 713101

Road

“*ﬂ

13.00 Hrs.

For other details
https://etender.apgenco.gov.in/irj/porta.

AP POWER GENERATION CORPORATION
LIMITED V.S. VIJAYAWADA-520004

(A Govt. of A.P. Undertaking)
NIT No: 610002334

Name of the work: “Engineering, Supply, Installation and Commissioning of Auxiliary
Power System of Stage-III, Dr. NTTPS” through e-procurement. Schedule available Date &
Time : 17.07.2026-18.00 Hrs onwards Bid submission Closing Date & Time: 07.08.2026 -
WWW.apgenco.gov.in

R.No.- 5271PP/Dt: 21.07.2026

visit website, viz.

(or)

ANNEXURE-A

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES ; “APPENDIX- IV-A [See proviso to Rule 9 (1) ]

REGIONAL OFFICE: BURDWAN REGION il =5.\U[eq g [o]}']
SALE NOTICE

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act,

2002 read with proviso to Rule 9(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s), Mortgagor’s and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable property
mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Bank of Baroda, Secured Creditor, will be sold on “As is where is”,
“As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” for recovery of below mentioned account/s. The details of Borrower/s / Mortgagor / Guarantor/s / Secured Asset/s/Dues/Reserve

Price/e-Auction date & Time, EMD and Bid Increase Amount are mentioned below:—

Uparkuai, PO-Neradeul, PS-Keshpur |76, LR plotNo 172(p) total area 0.4525 acres in which 0.0502
Medinipur, Paschim Medinipur-721260, West | acres for common passage Bastu Land. Being Flat No. “3”
Bengal, India Block D, on the 4th Floor, North West Side, Super Build Up

Branch: MEDINIPUR
Authorised Officer: Mr. Arvind Kumar
Contact person of the branch :

area 701.50 sq.ft. in the aforesaid premises known as
“SUKGSAGAR” apartment in the name of Mr. Biman Ghosh
vide sale deed No. [-003-00293/2020 dated 28.01.2020

w.e.f21.07.2026

Sr/ Name & address of Detailed description of the Date & Time | __ReservePrice | Status of Possession|  Property

Lot Borrower/s/Guarantor/ s immovable / movable property Total Dues. of EMD amount (Constructive Inspection

No. | Mortgagor (s) with known encumbrances, if any E-auction | Bid Increase Amount [Physical) date & Time

1| 1. Mr. Biman Ghosh, Address 1. Sukhsagar | Equitable mortgage of property situated at District-| Rs.20,20,379.79 | 25.08.2026 | Rs 19,15,500.00 | Symbolic | any working day
Apartmen, Flat No. 4, 1st Floor, Block C, |Paschim Medinipur PS, ADSRO & municipality Midnapore | as on 20.07.2026 from Rs 1.91.550.00 from 10:00 AM
Keranitola Medinipur, Paschim Medinipur- | Ward No. 6, holding No 1533, Mouza Sekhpura, JL No 172, | plus further interest 2pmto | T to 04.00 PM
721260, West Bengal, India. Address 2: Vill- | RS Khatian No 120, present LR Khatian No 494, RS plot No | and other charges 6 p.m Rs 5000.00

BANGALORE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LIMITED

(Wholly Owned by Government of Karnataka Undertaking)

Mr. Arvind Kumar, Mob: 9979347723

Boundary Description : East : Common Entrance Road, West
:Land of Amitava Pahari, North :VTT College, South : 16 ft Wide
Common Road & Land of Mrinmoy Sarkar & Dipak Diri

(CIN-U04010KA2002SGC030438)
BRIEF TENDER NOTIFICATION (Through KPP portal)

BESCOM invites tender for the following Enquiry/Indent
No..BESCOM/2026-27/EL/ WORK_INDENT1155.
Preventive and Breakdown maintenance of all makes &
all configurations of DAS and Non DAS RMUs in BRAZ
area of BESCOM on Total Turnkey on Percentage quoting
basis. For the above Work: Bid documents will be available
from 27-07-2026. Last Date for submission is 27-08-2026.

Opening of Bids is 28-08-2026 at 17:15 hrs. Date: 22.07.2026

Place :- Burdwan

For detailed terms and conditions of sale, please refer/link to the websites link https://www.bankofbaroda.bank.in/e-auction.htm and online auction portal https://baanknet.com Also, prospective
bidders may contact the authorized officer on Mobile

1. The sale s subject to confirmation by the Secured Creditor Bank.
2. Property is in Symbolic Possession and Bidder is purchasing the property in symbolic possession at his/fown risk & responsibility.

3.Bank willhand over the possession of property symbolically only and successful Auction bidder/purchaser will not claim physical possession from the bank.
4. Bank will not be responsible or duty bound for handing over of physical possession.

5. Successful Auction purchaser will not been titled to claim any interest, in any case of return of money.
6. Successful Auction purchaser has to submit the Declaration Cum Undertaking confirming the above terms & conditions immediately after e- Auct|on
7. Subsequent to sale if successful bidder fails to submit Declaration Cum Undertaking, the Bid EMD amount will be forfeited.

Authorised Officer
Bank of Baroda

The Tender Documents can be obtained through KPP portal
website https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in. Aspiring bidders
need to register on KPP portal. Further Bidders can take
assistance with KPPP help desk contact numbers
(080-46010000, 080-68948777) or email at
support@eprochelpdesk.com. Further details can be
obtained from the office of the undersigned. sd-

For electricity related complaints Call: 1912 Chief General Manager(Ele.,)
Download BESCOM Mithra Mobile APP Procurement, BESCOM K

CHANDANNAGAR BRANCH
Bina Complex, Ground Floor, Chandannagar
Khalisani Ditch Road, Hooghly - 712136,
Email: Ubin0574163@Unionbankofindia.Bank.in

gfderat 3 ({) union Bank DEMAND

AGovammentof ndia Undertaking

NOTICE

A HEHR I

UNDER SECTION 13(2) OF SARFAESI ACT 2002 FOR ENFORCEMENT OF SECURITY INTEREST

Ref : RO:HWH:0574163:13(2):05:26:KG
To: Borrower/Co-Applicant/Mortgagor
1. Mr. Kousik Ghosh,

S/o. Mr. Nilkantha Ghosh of North West Corner Flat, Type 'C', 3rd Floor, G. B. Residency, Ram Mandir Tala

P. O. Chinsurah (R.S.), P. S. - Chinsurah, District - Hooghly, Pin - 712102.
2. Mrs. Rama Manna

W/o. Kousik Ghosh, of North West Corner Flat, Type 'C', 3rd Floor, G. B. Residency, Ram Mandir Tala

P. O. - Chinsurah (R.S.), P. S. - Chinsurah, District - Hooghly, Pin - 712102.
SirfMadam,
Notice Under Section 13(2) read with Section 13(3) of Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002.
You the addressees herein have availed the following credit facilities from our Chandannagar Branch and failed to pay the
duesf/instalment/ interest / operate the accounts satisfactorily and hence, in terms of the RBI guidelines as to the Income
Recognition and Prudential Accounting Norms, your account/s has/have been classified as Non-Performing Asset as on
10.04.2026. As on 20.05.2026 a sum of Rs. 8,78,808.98 (Rupees Eight Lakh Seventy Eight Thousand Eight Hundred Eight
and Paisa Ninety Eight Only) outstanding in your account/s together with costs, charges and expenses incurred by the Bank.
The particulars of amount due to the Bank from you as on 20.05.2026 in respect of the following account/s are as under :

Date: 20.05.2026

Remaining

Facility & Account Limit Outstanding Remaining Remaining Total Dues
Number Amount | Expenses Amount | URI Dummy Amount | as on 20.05.2026
TLU15 Rs. 10,00,000.00 | Rs. 8,49,390.00 Rs.0.00 Rs.25,153.98 | Rs.4,265.00 | Rs.8,78,808.98

UNION HOME
FLOATING RATE
741606650000010

TOTAL DUES : Rs. 8,78,808.98 (Rupees Eight Lakh Seventy Eight Thousand Eight Hundred Eight and Paisa Ninety Eight
Only)as on 20.05.2026 together with costs, charges and expenses incurred by the Bank.

To secure the repayment of the monies due or the monies that may become due to the Bank, Mr. Kousik Ghosh and
Mrs. Rama Manna had executed documents and created security interest by way of Mortgage of immovable
property described herein below :

All that one North West corner residential Flat being Type 'C' at the Third Floor consisting of 1 Bedroom, 1 Dining / Kitchen, 1
Bath and 1 Verandah, measuring super built up area of 408.58 sq. ft. more or less, the floor of the said Flat is made of Tile,
having undivided impartible proportionate share in the land and/or common facilities of the Ground plus Three storied
building namely G. B. RESIDENCY, without any Lift facility, situated at R. S. Dag No. 1778, corresponding to L. R. Dag No.

Boundry of Land 15 Satak : North - Another Plot of Land, South - Another Plot of Land, East - Land of R. S. Dag No. 3342,
West-Land of R. S. Dag No. 3346.

Therefore, You, are hereby called upon in terms of section 13(2) of the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets
and enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002, to pay a sum of : Rs. 66,80,786.85 (Rupees Sixty Six Lakhs Eighty
Thousand Seven Hundred Eighty Six and Paisa Eighty Five Only) as on 05.05.2026 together with further interest and
charges at the contractual rate as per the terms and conditions of loan documents executed by you and discharge your
liabilities in full within 60 days from the date of receipt of this notice, failing which, we shall be constrained to enforce the
aforesaid securities by exercising any or all of the rights given under the said Act.

As per section 13 (13) of the Act, on receipt of this notice you are restrained / prevented from disposing of or dealing with the
above securities without the consent of the bank.

Your attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of Section 13 of the SARFAESI in respect of time available, to

redeem the secured assets.
Date of Publication : 22.07.2026 Yours Faithfully

Date : 21/05/2026
Place : Howrah

34001/510/2627

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
KATAKA (R&B) CIRCLE, KATAKA

E-mail.ID-secterb_2006@yahoo.co.in
Tel/Fax-0671-2301751/2302751

( SE’

- PROCUREMENT NOTICE )

Bid Identification No.CCE.Ctc.(R&B) 6/2026-27

1. The Chief Construction Engineer, Kataka (R&B) Circle, Kataka on behalf of Governor of |
Odisha invites on Percentage rate basis bid in double cover system in ONLINE MODE
from eligible contractors for Road and Building works as mentioned below.

Sm R W

®° 2

No. of work :-
Nature of work :-
Class of contractor :-

Tender paper cost :
Available of bid document in
the web site.

Date of opening of bid :-

04 Nos.

Road and Building works
'B','A" & Special Class
Rs.10000/- (online)

From 30.07.2026 to 17.30
Hours of 13.08.2026

Dt.14.08.2026 at 11.00 Hours.

The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further details can be seen from
the website https://tendersodisha.gov.in. Any addendum / corrigendum / cancellation of]|
tender can also be seen in the said web site

OIPR-34001/34012/1/26-27/0021

Sd/-
Chief Construction Engineer
Kataka(R&B)Circle

NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT) No.2
(CIVIL WORKS) OF 2026-2027

On behalf of Samagra Shiksha, Mizoram, the State Project
Director invites bid in two-envelope system from empanelled
firm under Finance Department, Government of Mizoram.
Tender Document can be viewed and downloaded from the
department website www.samagra.mizoram.gov.in and
https://tender.mizoram.gov.in. The Tender Document and
other details can be obtained from the Office of The State Project
Director, Samagra Shiksha Mizoram, Fourth Floor, School
Education Complex, Zarkawt, Aizawl. (Tel: 0389-2306951)
during office hours from 22nd July to 20th August 2026. Bidders
obtaining Tender Document from the mentioned website, should
pay for the cost of Tender Document upon submission of the
Bid.

Sd/ C.LALTHANZIRA
State Project Director
Samagra Shiksha, Mizoram

IPR No 134

= = 4
Shial SI9ISIEl aldh

(MR ARBR BT SUHH)

Stressed Asset Management Branch, Kolkata, United Tower, 3 Floor, 11 Hemanta Basu Sarani, Kolkata-700001
E-mail: zs8350@pnb.bank.in, Mob: 94330 43490

punjab national bank
(Govt. Of India Undertaking)

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security
Interest Act, 2002 read with provision to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable properties
mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the Symbolic Possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of the Bank/Secured Creditor, will be
sold on “As is where is basis”, “As is what is basis”, and “Whatever there is basis” on the date as mentioned in the table herein below, for recovery of its
dues due to the Bank/Secured Creditor from the respective borrower (s) and guarantor (s). The reserve price and the earnest money deposit will be as

mentioned in the table below against the respective properties.

SCHEDULE OF THE SECURED ASSETS

1877, pertaining to L. R. Khatian Nos. 3157, 4647 & 4646, J. L. No. 16, Mouza - Simla, Ram Mandirtala, P. O. - Chinsurah (R. . . X
S.), P.S.- Chinsurah, District - Hooghly, Pin - 712102, under Kodalia-1 Gram Panchayet and the building is bounded by - A) Name of the Description of the A D}-éﬂ{é’;ﬂ%ﬂgg"ﬁ%g’513(z) ) Date/ Time
On the North : 12-0" wide Common Passage, On the South : House of Mukti Chanda, On the East : House of Tapan Ghosh, Branch Immovable o A) Reserve Price of .
On the West : House of Debashis Mukherjee. B) Name of the Properties B) Outstanding Amount (In%) E-Auction
(The Flat belonging to Mr. Kousik Ghosh and Mrs. Rama Manna vide Registered Deed of Sale No. 1-86 of 2017 as on date of sale .

i i sl Account Mortgaged/ Details of the
registered before A.D.S.R Chinsurah) . Owner's C) Possession Date u/s 13(4)|  B) EMD b
(CERSAI Security ID : 400018762182, Asset ID : 200018720477) No CIN & add of SARFAESI ACT 2002 —~ |encumbrances
Therefore, You, are hereby called upon in terms of section 13(2) of the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets ) Name & addresses Name DIN ‘p C) Bid Increase known to the
and enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002, to pay a sum of Rs. 8,78,808.98 (Rupees Eight Lakh Seventy Eight of the Borrower/ (mortgagers of )satu{)elo /P?‘ssessllon Amount secured
Thousand Eight Hundred Eight and Paisa Ninety Eight Only) as on 20.05.2026 with further interest and charges at the Guarantors Account property(ies)) Cym to Ict ysica creditors
contractual rate as per the terms and conditions of loan documents executed by you and discharge your liabilities in full onstructive
\t/)vithin 60 days from thlelz dfe;;e of rﬁ;:eipt ofthisdnottiﬁe, fgi(;inAg tWhich, we shall be constrained to enforce the aforesaid securities 1. | SAMB, Kolkata Registered Mortgage deed no 14073/2024 dated 22.05.2024 | A) 20.08.2025 A) 30,05,00,000.00 | 24.08.2026

y exercising any oraf ot tne rights given under tne sala Act. ) o . - . of Land & Building in the name of Lipi Acherjee D/o Samir (Rupees Thirty
ssopvzrSs:g[tjl:i)t?e?“fi:sc)“cj){:::;cr:,szrr:trg;:ﬁiztbt;fgtfs notice you are restrained /prevented from disposing of or dealing with the Z!g.ma Che.mlcals Kumar Ghosal situated a,t Vill - Bhaskajuri, EO & PS' _|B) T::,ii,g(#\lgitﬂ- Crore Five Lakh | between
Your attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of Section 13 of the SARFAESI in respect of time available, to ;-Fl’pl A?hfrjeef 7i gargﬁonh Uf:,?/er BBaraborlﬁgTSPJaElslha\fZL 3'3t' Egsghlirg Ning Crores ¥ Only) 11.00 AM to
redeem the secured assets. roprietor of Zigma ardhaman, West Bengal- , 0-42, Upon . . 03.00 PM
Date - 20/05/2026 Yours Faithfully Chemicals) Plot No- 20,21,22, LR Khatian no 530 measuring area 130| ~ Thirty-Five Lakhs |p) 23 0 5 09909 |
Place : Howrah Authorised Officer, Union Bank of India Unit decimal of land by virtue of registered sale deed no- 1-0205-| ~ One Hundred (Rupees Three | Not known to

Address:Chittaranjan | 07777/2019 dated 13.09.2019. Area - 130 decimal, Owner- glxty-Flve § Crore Fifty bank
: . RAMESHWARPUR BRANCH Y VTN Road, Neamatpur, P.O. | Mrs. Lipi Acherjee. Boundaries for property mentioned upees an Thousand Only)
Zl!ﬁ?ﬁl aai Union Bank Village & P 0. - Rameshwarpur Vilage - Sitarampur, | above : North: - By the lands of PlotNo 19/827, South:-Bythe| ~ Seventy-One
siwaRan U __ofinda | P.S. - Pandua, District - Hooghly, West Bengal [l \ @R N[04 Amdiha, Dist.: Paschim | 20 Ft wide Road, East: - By the lands of Plot No 20(P), 21(P),|  Paise) as on C) Z5.00 Lakh
R T 5 * | E-mail : ubin0542989@unionbankofindia.bank.in i ) ' a
: -bank. Bardhaman, WB-713360 | 22(P), West: - By the lands of PlotNo 20(P), 21(P), 22(P). ;9&?13-2?%5 W':h
1 | ITY1 — L . urther Interest,
U.NDE.R SE.CT ON. 13(2.) O_F S-ARFAES ACT 2002 FOR ENFORCEMENT OF SECURITY .NTEREST 2 Reg.d. Office: . Registered Mortgage deed no 1407312024 dated 22.05.2024 other charges and
Ref : RO:HWH:542980:13(2):05:26:SSM Date : 21/05/2026 Registered Address: of factory land under deed no. I-7776/2019 in the name of | |egal expenses
To: Borrower(s)/ Co-Applicant(s)/ Guarantor(s) / Mortgagor(s) Room No. 10, 7th Floor, Smt. Ananya Dey Dfo Sh. Anup Bhowmik at J.L. No. 42, LR et 20.08.2025
1. Sanatan Shopping Mall, Gate No.2, Poddar " ' T -©.1.20.00.20

Reepresented by its partners Mr. Jaydev Sanatan Karmakar & Mr. Anil Sanatan Karmakar Court. 61 Rabindra Khatian No. 53_2' RSILR Plot NO'.20'21 22, Mouza- BhaSkaU_”' until payment in

of Village & Post - Bhastara, District - Hooghly, Pin - 712149, Sarani. Kolkata-700001 | £-S-- Barabani, under Barabani gram Panchayat, Paschim|
2. Mr.Jaydev Sanatan Karmakar, S/o. Sanatan Surendranath Karmakar Li iA(Y:her'ee Barglhaman measuring area 126 decimal of land by virtue of 01.11.2025

Mr. Anil Sanatan Karmakar, S/o. Sanatan Karmakar (PFrJoprietojr& :%golgtzeor?g Xale ?2666% no- :'%205'078776/§019 d%ted c) 01.11.
Sir/Madam, .09.2019. Area- ecimal. Owner- Smt. Ananya Dey.| ) ynder Symbolic
Notice Under Section 13(2) read with Section 13(3) of Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and g::;:;xﬁerjee Boundaries for property mentioned above : North: -Bythe| * pgssession
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002. lands of Plot No 19/827, South: - By the 20 Ftwide Road, East: -
You the addressees herein have availed the following credit facilities from our Rameswarpur Branch and failed to pay the (Guarantor) By the lands of PlotNo 20(P), 21(P), 22(P), West: - By the lands
gues / ir?f.,talmegtF{ in(tieretgt I/Aoperat(i'the’\‘accounts satisfactotr/ilyhand/ :encea in terlms off tZe RE‘I gu:;ie:-ifnes as toAthe Ircome Ananya Dey of Plot No. 20(P), 21 (P), 22(p)' Along with hypothecated Plant
ecognition and Prudential Accounting Norms, your account/s has / have been classified as Non-Performing Asset as on )
22.04.2026. As on 05.05.2026 a sum of Rs. 66,80,786.85 (Rupees Sixty Six Lakhs Eighty Thousand Seven Hundred (Guar;ntor) , & Machinery and other movable and fixed assets of the
Eighty Six and Paisa Eighty Five Only) outstanding in your account/s together with costs, charges and expenses incurred by L A_Cher_lee Mansion, company installed there on.
ek ook 05.05.2028 I recoesto o ol ; o 3. | ihua Road PO. | All e piece and parcel of the Equitable morigage of a A)Z6,28,00,000.00
cparerar o Ao l:e (: e :JOT:/ 0:.as o 'Re'mainil:; reSpe; 2 e OToWing accounts are s under: P:scr?ir(r:] Igayr dhea?na?\pu ' | commercial space on the Ground Floor along with undivided (Rupees Six
Facility & Account imi uistanding emaining Remaining Total Dues aret, roportionate share of interest in the land secured propert Crore Twent
Number Amount  |Expenses Amount | URI | pummy Amount | as on 05.05.2026 WB-713360 Chittaranjan pmegsuring super built up area 9786 sq. ft. in the building kr?ow?w/ Eight Lakh !
CC-GENERAL | Rs. 65,00,000.00 | Rs. 65,91,743.85 |  Rs.0.00 | Rs.30,500.00 | Rs.58,543.00 | Rs. 66,80,786.85 mad, Negfpatpun PO. | 45 “BALAJI PLAZA” standing within the local imit ofward no- Only)

429805010001204 AlmZ?r?a_ Si:tr?r\m? 60, JL No- 52, RS Plot no- 265,266, 267 corresponding to LR
TOTAL DUES: Rs. 66,80,786.85 (Rupees Sixty Six Lakhs Eighty Thousand Seven Hundred Eighty Six and Paisa Eighty B ’ W - B | Plot no- 265, 266, 267 under LR Khatian No- 2770, 2771, 2772, B) ¥62,80,000.00
Five Only) as on 05.05.2026 togethgr with costs, charggs and expenses incurred by the Bank. . 7%%?8”* est Bengal- 2773,2783, 2784, 2785, 2786, 2799, 2800, under PS- Kulti, of (Rupees Sixty
'hl;tl)sJecu;e th; repztaymlint oftrlle n;1orl;zs duel:)r;he mor;le(js thatmaty be(:‘jome (:ug to the_thntI<, Mriﬁn|ISan§tan Karmakar & A B Asansol Municipal Corporation situated at 1ISCO Bye Pass Two Lakh Eighty
. ey St armaka 1 eposted ety docmonts and st sty et by vy Arsny Doy Font oo, PO Sirana: P. K1, Dt oo Thousand ony)

' uarantor) Flat Barddhaman. Title Deeds are | -2720/2022, | - 2721/2022,

Allthat piece and parcel of land measuring about 47 Satak (22+10+15) along with a G+l| storied shopping mall building lying No.—7B. Genex Exotica arddnaman. fitie Ueeds are | - A -
and situated at Mouza - Bhastara, J. L. No. 153, R. S. Khatian No. 488, R. S. & L. R. Dag No. 3343, L. R. Khatian No. 647, Tower No.-1 Kumarour. 272212022, | - 2723/2022, | - 2724/2022 dated 21.06.2022. C) %5.00 Lakh
New L. R. Khatian Nos. 1723, 1724, under the local limits of Bhastara Gram Panchayet, P. S. - Gurup, A.D.S.R - Dhaniakhali, - PUT. | Deed of Declarations are | — 3008/2022, | — 3009/2022, | -
?:;Sglzdz " gi;gggly Zt’e\:on%zg éotM(;'.zgngISSZaor:aatanth;rmakar : I\{Ir.bJayd;vdS:natan Karmakar vide Deed No. 602 dated gsgnsEo\II?\IIIyL?nll_c?ggle 3010/2022, | - 3011/2022, | - 3012/2022 dated 06.07.2022.

.02. eed No. ated 23.05. and the property is bounded by: ) y . . .
Boundry of Land 22 Satak : North- Another Plot of land, South - Land of R. S. Dag No. 3325/3326 thereafter Rasta, East - Corporation, Paschim Area- 9786 sq. f, O}Nner Mrs. LIBI ACherljee' Boundaries
Land of R. S. Dag No. 3342, West - Land of R 8. Dag No. 3346. Bardhaman. WB-713304 | foF Property mentioned above: North: - Land of Mr.
Boundry of Land 10 Satak : North - Land of R. S. Dag Nos. 3345, 3442, 3441, South - Land of Joydeb Karmakar, East - ’ Chakraborty, South: - Land of Mr. Ghoshal, East: - Land of Mr.
Land of R. S. Dag No. 3342, West - Land of R.S. Dag No. 3345. Pathak, West: - ISCO Road.

further conditions:

1. The properties are being sold on “AS IS WHEREISBASIS ” and “AS IS WHAT IS BASIS ”and “WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS ”.

2. The particulars of Secured Assets specified in the Schedule herein above have been stated to the best of the information of the Authorised Officer, but the
Authorised Officer shall not be answerable for any error, misstatement or omission in this proclamation.

3. The Sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the Website https://baanknet.com on 24.08.2026 between 11:00amto 3.00 pm

4. Fordetailed term and conditions of the sale, please refer https://baanknet.com & www.pnbindia.in.

Place: Kolkata
Date: 20.07.2026

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF E-AUCTION SALE
The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following

STATUTORY SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 8(6) OF THE SARFAESI| ACT, 2002

Sd/- Authorized Officer,
Punjab National Bank, Secured Creditor

Authorised Officer, Union Bank of India

Kolkata




16 WEDNESDAY,JULY 22,2026

THE INDIAN EXPRESS

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

ASSAM RIFLE

!-!i- L '! _!

of ﬂ |.|- .

HAV (LATE) RFN (LATE) RFN (LATE) RFN (LATE)
RAJENDER KARNAIL HARI KUMAR || RAM PRAVESH

SINGH SINGH SINGHA SINGH

r The Tagra Teyees
ﬁ family proudly
" remembers its
L 1 ¥ Bravehearts who in
o, J the true traditions of
" L the Assam Rifles made
' supreme sacrifice while
RFN (LATE) || REN (LATE) [ RFN (LATE) |bravely combating
BALDEV BANARASI RAMENDRA |terrorists in Puneja,
SINGH PRASAD SINGH Doda District, (J&K)

on 22nd July 1995. May the Almighty grant eternal peace to their soul.
Their gallant action will continue to inspire us all.
DEEPLY REMEMBERED BY COMMANDANT & ALL RANKS
23 ASSAM RIFLES ‘TAGRA TEYEES’
BORDER SECURITY FORCE

HEAD Director General and all Ranks of

ﬂ CONSTABLE |Border Security Force remember its
BHANWAR SINGH|gallant Jawan Head Constable

Q. o 192 BN BSF  |Bhanwar Singh on his Balidan

T 16.11.1967 Diwas. on this day, he sustained fatal

i /| -22.07.2008 injuries while fighting militants in

area of FDL Pt. 9813, Mandir Mandi
(J&K) and made ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty.
Director General and all Ranks of

CONSTABLE/ ¢ i

' “ TRADESMAN |Border Security Force remember its
= ANIL KUMAR gallant Jawan Constable/Tradesman

- 55 BN BSF Anil Kumar on his Balidan Diwas.On
e 11.02.1979  |04th July 2006, he sustained fatal

| ']' ~22.07.2006 injuries in a grenade blast while

fighting militants in Sopore, J&K and
later succumbed to his injuries at 92 base hospital on 22nd July 2006.
CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE

DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay
solemn tribute to Constable Om

Veer Balidani

Constable
Om Prakash |Prakash of 1 Bn, who made the
1Bn supreme sacrifice on 22 July 1968
7.12-1947 To |after sustaining grievous injuries
22-7-1968  |while bravely combating insurgents

during an ambush in Manipur on 18
July 1968. #CRPF salutes the braveheart and pledges never to let his

sacrifice go in vain.

g -

?'." Keeping Force (IPKF) in Sri Lanka on
= | 22 July 1988. #CRPF salutes the
braveheart and pledges never to let his sacrifice go in vain.

DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay
solemn tribute to Constable T. Ravi
of 98 Bn, who made the supreme

DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay
solemn tribute to Constable R. S.
Besak Rao of 35 Bn, who made the
supreme sacrifice in a bomb blast
while serving with the Indian Peace

Veer Balidani
Constable
R. S. Besak Rao
35 Bn
16-10-1958 To
22-7-1988

Veer Balidani
Constable

T. Ravi °.

98 Bn sacrifice on 22 July 1992 after
5.7.1970 To  |Sustaining grievous injuries while
22-7-1992 bravely combating militants during

an area domination patrol in Doda
district, Jammu & Kashmir on 18 July 1992. #CRPF salutes the
braveheart and pledges never to let his sacrifice go in vain.
DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay
solemn tribute to Head Constable
Gulab Chand of 71 Bn, who made
71 Bn the supreme sacrifice while bravely
7.10-1947 To |combating insurgents during a Naka
! 22-7-1995 operation in Imphal, Manipur on 22
.t_...___il—“ July 1995. #CRPF salutes the

braveheart and pledges never to let his sacrifice go in vain.

Veer Balidani
Head Constable
Gulab Chand

- S

Veer Balidani
Constable/ Bugler

Veer Balidani
Shri Vinod Kumar

Yadav Khem Singh
Assistant 40 Bn
Commandant 19-6-1968 To
40 Bn 22-7-2001

118
DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay
solemn tribute to Asst Comdt Shri
Vinod Kumar Yadav, Constable/Bugler
Khem Singh, and Constable/Driver
Rajbir Singh of 40 Bn, who made the
supreme sacrifice while bravely
combating insurgents during an
ambush in Assam on 22 July 2001. #CRPF salutes the bravehearts and
pledges never to let their sacrifice go in vain.
Veer Balidani |PG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay
Sub Inspector solemn tribute to Sub Inspector
Baishakha Singh Baishakha Singh of 121 Bn, who made
121 Bn the supreme sacrifice while bravely
combating Maoists during an
operation in Jharkhand on 22 July
2003. #CRPF salutes the braveheart
and pledges never to let his sacrifice go in vain.
INDO-TIBETAN BORDER POLICE(ITBP)
Head Constable Madan Lal
ITBP salutes its braveheart Head Constable Madan Lal

" of 25th Battalion, who made the supreme sacrifice in

Veer Balidani
Constable/Driver
Rajbir Singh
40 Bn
15-6-1965 To
22-7-2001

DRy

<y
o -

!

the line of duty fighting bravely with the militants on
this day in (J&K) in 2004.

Metro Railway, Kolkata

Dy. Chief Electrical Engineer/RS/C, Dum Dum Car Depot Complex, Metro Railway,
Kolkata for and on behalf of the President of India invites tender for the following
work : Name of Work : Comprehensive Annual Maintenance Contract (AMC) for
Public Address and Passenger Information System (PAPIS) of AAL make fitted in
13 Nos. MR-300 series Rakes (MR-301, MR-302, MR-303, MR-304, MR-305, MR-
306, MR-307, MR-308, MR-309, MR-310, MR-311, MR-312 & MR-313 rakes) for

one year. Tender Value : ¥ 1,05,52,760.66. Earnest Money :
% 2,11,100/-. Date and Time of Closing : Up to 11:30 hours (IST) of 19.08.2026.
Notice Board Address: Office of the Dy. Chief Electrical Engineer/RS/C, Dum
Dum Car Depot Complex, Metro Railway, Kolkata-700 090. Website particulars:
https://lwww.ireps.gov.in

E-Tender No. MR-EL-RS-NOA-OT-25-26-06

Chola

Enter a better life

“CHOLA CREST", C54 & 55, Super B-4, Thiru Vi Ka Industrial Estate, Guindy, Chennai - 600 032, India

REGIONAL OFFICE : 55 & 55/1, Chowringhee Road, 4th Floor, Chowringhee Court
Opp. Nehru Chindren’s Museum in Rabindra Sadan, Kolkata - 700 071, W.B.

CHOLAMANDALAM INVESTMENT AND FINANCE COMPANY LIMITED  §=8i\{[m f[1])]

CORPORATE OFFICE :

SALE
NOTICE

E-auction Sale Notice for the Sale of Inmovable Assets under Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest
Act, 2002, read with Proviso to under (Rule 8 & 9), r/w Rule 9(1) of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and particular to the Borrower / Co-borrower / Mortgagor that the below described Immovable Property mortgaged
to the Secured Creditor, the Symbolic / Physical Possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Cholamandalam Investment and Finance
Company Limited, the same shall be referred herein after as Cholamandalam Investment and Finance Company Limited. The Secured Assets will be auctioned
on 12.08.2026 on “AS IS WHERE IS”, “AS IS WHAT IS” and “WHATEVER THERE IS” basis through E-auction.

It is hereby informed to General Public that we are going to conduct public E-Auction through website https://bankauctions.in/ &

https://cholamandalam.com/news/auction-notices

Date & Amount
as per Demand
Notice Us. 13(2)

Sl Account No. and Name of the Borrower
No. | Co-borrower / Mortgagor

Description of the Secured Assets

a) Reserve Price (RP)
b) Earnest Money
Deposit (EMD)

c) Bid Increment Amt.

a) E-Auction Date and Time

b) EMD Submission Last Date

c) Inspection Date

d) Date of Possession
(Status of Possession)

(Immovable Property)

1. | Loan Alc. No. : HE01BKU00000040541
Borrower / Co-borrower / Mortgagor :
1. Manas Mukherjee (Applicant)
Sonamukhi, Ward No. 2, P.O. and P.S. -
Sonamukhi, Dist - Bankura, West Bengal,
Pin - 722 207.

2. Bishnu Mukherjee (Co-applicant)
Nursinghom, Sonamukhi M, Bankura, West Bengal, Pin - 722207.
3. Shubhra Mukherjee (Co-applicant)

Sonamukhi, Ward No. 2, P.O. and P.S. - Sonamukhi, District -
Bankura, West Bengal, Pin - 722 207.

4. M/s. Srinibas Nursing Home (Co-applicant)

456, Sonamukhi, Bankura, West Bengal, Pin - 722 207.

05.08.2025

Rs. 49,22,655.00
as on
05.08.2025

Donor.

All that piece and parcel Land measuring
9.40 Decimals in R.S and LR Plot No.
2645, LR Khatian No. 1558, J.L No. 85,
Touzi No. 15, Mouza - Sonamukhi, P.S.-
Sonamukhi, Dist - Bankura along with
Building and Structure in or upon the
above land of area 2135 Sq.ft. under Sonamukhi Municipality
Ward No. 2, Holding No. AN/874. Which is butted and bounded
as under : On the North by : Vacate land of donor, On the South
by : Bastu of Onkar Gayen, On the East By : Vacate land of
Donor, On the West by : 10 Ft. wide Road and Vacate land of

a) Rs. 48,00,000.00 | a) 12.08.2026
(11.00 A.M. to 1.00 P.M.
(with unlimited extension

of 3 minutes)

b) Rs. 4,80,000.00
c) Rs. 25,000.00

b) 11.08.2026
(up to 5.00 P.M.)

c) 04.08.2026 & 05.08.2026
(10.00 A.M. to 1.00. P.M.)

d) 28.10.2025
(Symbolic Possession)

2. | Loan A/c. No. : HE0O1KSN00000020989 07.10.2025
Rs. 20,26,561.00
as on
07.10.2025

Borrower / Co-borrower / Mortgagor :
1. Alok Roy (Applicant)

2. Sayan Roy (Co-applicant)

3. Lipika Roy (Co-applicant)

All are at : 41, Prachin Mayapur 6 Lane, Motisahar, Math
Prachinmayapur, Ward 6, Nabadwip, Nadia, West Bengal,

Pin - 741 302.

4. M/s. Needs (Co-applicant)

6, Arat Ghat Road, Ward No. 8, Nabadwip, Nadia, West Bengal,
Pin - 741 302.

All that piece and parcel of Land
measuring 4 Sataks along with residential
structure standing thereon comprised
within J.L. No. 5, Touji No. 8, Mouja -
Rudrapara, R.S. & L.R. Dag No. 990/7836
& 5824, R.S & L.R. Khatian No. 229 &
6531, 6530, P.S. - Nabwadip, under Ward No. 6 of Nabawdip
Municipality, situated within 41, Prachin Mayapur 6th Lane,
Nadia, Pin - 741 302 along with easement right butted and
bounded : By North : Municipal Road, By South : Property of
shibu Pal, By East : Property of Pankaj Roy and By West :
Property of Kalipada Pal.

It is aslo notified that Case No. SA/261/2026 pending in
Kolkata DRT - Il whereas there is “No Interim / Permanent
Stay” regarding this Auction as on date.

a) Rs. 18,50,000.00 | a) 12.08.2026
(11.00 A.M. to 1.00 P.M.
(with unlimited extension

of 3 minutes)

b) Rs. 1,85,000.00
¢) Rs. 10,000.00

b) 11.08.2026
(up to 5.00 P.M.)

c) 04.08.2026 & 05.08.2026
(10.00 A.M. to 1.00. P.M.)

d) 05.01.2026
(Symbolic Possession)

3. | Loan Alc. No. : HEOTMRS00000076165 07.10.2025
Borrower / Co-borrower / Mortgagor :
1. Matiur Rahaman Sk. (Applicant)
Clo. Anower Hossain

Rs. 21,84,259.00
ason
07.10.2025

2. Khushina Bibi (Co-applicant), C/o. Motiur Rahaman

3. M/s. Rahaman Furniture (Co-applicant)

All are at : Barafkhana, Khanpur, Near Barafkhana High School,
Murshidabad, Jiaganj, West Bengal, Pin - 742 164.

All that piece and Parcel of Land mesuring
4.125 Decimal with structure comprised
under Mouza-39 Khanpur, R.S. & L.R.
Dag No. 1070 & 1137 corresponding to
R.S. & L.R. Khatian No. 117 & 3963 within
Prasadpur Gram Panchayat, P.S.
Murshidabad, Dist- Murshidabad, West Bengal, Pin - 742 164,
butted and bounded : By North : Property of Jahangir Sekh,
By South : Property of Khalilur Rahaman Sk, By East : Property
of Funu Bibi and By West : 8 Feet wide Kutcha Road.

a) Rs. 25,00,000.00 | a) 12.08.2026
(11.00 A.M. to 1.00 P.M.
(with unlimited extension

of 3 minutes)

b) Rs. 2,50,000.00

c) Rs. 10,000.00

b) 11.08.2026
(up to 5.00 P.M.)

¢) 04.08.2026 & 05.08.2026
(10.00 A.M. to 1.00. P.M.)

d) 22.06.2026
(Physical Possession)

4. | Loan Alc. No. : HEO1TUKM00000064756 05.08.2025
Borrower / Co-borrower / Mortgagor :

1. Sk. Hasibur (Applicant)

Bachhipur, P.O. & P.S. - Bhagabanpur, Purba

Rs. 29,62,877.00
ason
05.08.2025

Medinipore, West Bengal, Pin - 721 601.
2. Arsida Bibi (Co-applicant), Bachhipur, P.O. & P.S. Bhagabanpur, Purba
Medinipore, West Bengal, Pin - 721 601.

3. M/s. Human Hair (Co-applicant), Vill - Bachhipur Para Sek Para, P.S.-
and P.O. - Bhagwanpur, East Midnapore, West Bengal, Pin - 721 601.

All that piece and parcel of Land
measuring 8 Decimals, lying and
situated at Mouza - Durgapur
comprised in J.L. No. 76, R.S.
Khatian No. 24, L.R. Khatian No.
980, R.S. & L.R. Dag Nos. 97
& 97/446, P.S. - Bhagabanpur, District - Purba
Medinipore, within the ambit of Bhagabanpur Gram
Panchayet.

It is also notified that Case No. SA/513/2026 pending
in DRT - ll, Kolkata, whereas there is “No Interim /
Permanent Stay” regarding this Auction as on date.

a) Rs. 28,50,000.00 | a) 12.08.2026
(11.00 A.M. to 1.00 P.M.
(with unlimited extension

of 3 minutes)

b) Rs. 2,85,000.00

c) Rs. 25,000.00

b) 11.08.2026
(up to 5.00 P.M.)

c) 04.08.2026 & 05.08.2026
(10.00 A.M. to 1.00. P.M.)

d) 07.11.2025

S. E. RAILWAY -TENDER

Dy. CEE(W)/KGPW invites e-tender for
Electrical works, as per details furnished
below:. e-Tender Notice No.: e-83-
DYCEEKGPW-CTRB-26-27; Name of
the Work : Augmentation of CTRB POH
Capacity from 3500 to 5500 at
Kharagpur Workshop; Approx. Cost of
Work: ¥ 4,87,924.60; Earnest Money:
X 9,800; The bid closing date and time of
the e-tender is on 20/08/2026 at 15.00
hrs and opening of the tender evaluation
will be done on 20/08/2026 after 15.30
hrs. Interested Tenderer may visit
website www.ireps.gov.in for full details
/ description / specification of the tender
and submit their bid online. In no case,
manual tenders for this work will be

accepted. (PR-498)

RADESH N
R ' IRE DEX

EDIC

IlVV

Tender Notice No.1/APMSIDC/2026-27 Dated: 20.07.2026

APMSIDC invites tenders through e-procurement platform
https://tender.apeprocurement.gov.in for 1. RFP for selection of
Agency to Design, Development, Implementation along with Al-enabled
Functionality implementation and end-to-end Maintenance of Dr. NTR
VST 2. RFP for Selection of Agency for operation and maintenance of
Sanjeevani - State wide integrated digital care coordination and
healthcare delivery system in A.P. 3. Procurement and supply of
equipment & furniture to New/Old Govt. Medical colleges/Hospitals
under DME in A.P. 4. Various Govt. Hospitals in A.P. under NHM budget.
5. Certain Training Aids/Firefighting Equipment/Systems to A.P. State
Disaster Response and Fire Services department under the 15th
Finance Commission 6. Critical Care Blocks and IPHLs under
PMABHIMinA.P.

For detailed notification and further details please visit the web site
https://apmsidc.ap.nic.in & www.tender.apeprocurement.gov.in.

APMSIDC will reserve the right to cancel the tenders at any time without
assigning any reasons.

for Managing Director

JAYNAGAR-ASANSOL-JAYNAGAR

SHRAVANI MELA SPECIAL TRAIN

To clear extra rush of passengers during ensuing Shravani Mela,
05597/05598 Jaynagar-Asansol-Jaynagar Shravani Mela Special
train will run as per following abstract timings, stoppages, dates of
run and composition:

Jaynagar-Asansol |(05597) (05598)| Asansol-Jaynagar
Day Arr. | Dep. STATIONS Arr. | Dep. | Day
Fri, Sun| - 21.00 || Jaynagar 06.00 - [Sun,Tue,
Tue |23.50]23.55 [V Darbhanga 01.45 | 01.50| Thu
05.14 | 05.16 Kiul 17.59 | 18.01
Sat, | 07.42| 07.52 Jasidih 14.30 | 14.40| Sat,
Mon, | 08.55| 08.57 Madhupur A| 14.03 | 14.05| Mon,
Wed | 11.30] - Asansol | - [13.00] Wed

(Symbolic Pc ion)

5. | Loan Alc. No. : MLO1ASA00000064650 10.04.2025
Borrower / Co-borrower / Mortgagor :

1. Rajjak Mondal (Applicant),

Vill - Sherpur, Para - Sherpur, P.S. - Gopal Nagar,

Rs. 20,92,821.00
as on
10.04.2025

P.O. - Rampur, Bhatpara, North 24 Parganas, West
Bengal, Pin - 743 249.

2. Rajjak Mondal (Co-applicant)
Vill - Sherpur, Para - Sherpur, P.S. - Gopal Nagar, P.O. - Rampur, Bhatpara,
North 24 Parganas, West Bengal, Pin - 743 249.

3. Tachalima Bibi (Co-applicant)
Vill - Sherpur, Para - Sherpur, P.S. - Gopal Nagar, P.O. - Rampur, Bhatpara,
North 24 Parganas, West Bengal, Pin - 743 249.

All that plot of Land measuring
about 5.34 Decimal forming part
of RS and LR Dag No. 1775, LR
Khatian 1252, Mouza-Sherpur,
J.L. No. 140, P.S.-Gopalnagar,
ADSR - Bongaon within the limits
of Chouberia-2 Gram Panchayet in District - North 24
Parganas, having following Boundaries of : North
- 6 Ft. Common Passage & Property of Arsab Mondal,
South - Property of Nijam Mondal, East-Property of
Rajjak Mondal, West - Property of Noor Islam Mondal.
It is also notified that Case No. SA/560/2026 pending
in DRT - lll, Kolkata, whereas there is “No Interim
| Permanent Stay” regarding this Auction as on
date.

a) Rs. 20,00,000.00 | a) 12.08.2026
(11.00 A.M. to 1.00 P.M.
(with unlimited extension

of 3 minutes)

b) Rs. 2,00,000.00

c) Rs. 10,000.00

b) 11.08.2026
(up to 5.00 P.M.)

c) 04.08.2026 & 05.08.2026
(10.00 A.M. to 1.00. P.M.)

d) 02.07.2026
(Physical Possession)

6. | Loan Alc. No. : MLOT1ASA00000092728

Borrower / Co-borrower / Mortgagor :
1. Somnath Biswas (Applicant),
Rudrapur, Baduria (M), Baduria, North 24
Parganas, Pin - 743 401.

2. M/s. Yummy Cafe (Co-applicant)

No. 2/2, Rudrapur, Baduria (M), Baduria, Ward No. 17, North
24 Parganas, Pin - 743 401.

3. Piyali Biswas (Co-applicant), Rudrapur, Baduria (M), Baduria,
North 24 Parganas, Pin - 743 401.

04.07.2025

Rs. 20,52,304.00
ason
04.07.2025

All that piece and parcel of Land
measuring 13 Decimals be the same little
more or less, lying and situated at Mouza-
Magurkhali, comprised in RS Dag No.
Corresponding to LR Dag No. 300, JL No.
44, corresponding to Khatian No. 772,
P.S. - Baduria, A.D.S.R.-Baduria, within the limits of Baduria
Municipality in the District - North 24 Parganas, Pin - 743 401,
having following Boundaries: North By : Mahadev Bachar,
South By : Moni Mondal, East By : Gopal Choudhury, West By:
Sridham Mistry.

a) Rs. 19,00,000.00 | a) 12.08.2026
(11.00 A.M. to 1.00 P.M.
(with unlimited extension
of 3 minutes)
b) 11.08.2026
(up to 5.00 P.M.)
c) 04.08.2026 & 05.08.2026
(10.00 A.M. to 1.00. P.M.)
d) 12.09.2025

(Symbolic Possession)

b) Rs. 1,90,000.00

c) Rs. 10,000.00

7. | Loan Alc. No. : XOHEGKL00001718307 14.11.2024

Borrower / Co-borrower / Mortgagor :
1. Dharanidhar Eshore (Applicant)
8/13B, Prabhuram Sarkar Lane, Police
Station - Tangra, Kolkata - 700 015.

Rs. 20,94,898.00
as on
14.11.2024

2. Sumita Barman (Co-applicant)
8/13B, Prabhuram Sarkar Lane, P.S. - Tangra, Kolkata -
700015.

All that self contained residential Flat having
super built up area of 456 Sq.ft. More or less
on the South-West side together with
undivided proportionate share of land
measuring 1 Cottah 9 Chittacks 19 Sq.ft. be
the same a little more or less and being
Premises No. 8/8A, Prabhuram Sarkar Lane, Police Station - Tangra,
Ward No. 58 of the Kolkata Municipal Corporation, Kolkata - 700
015, butted and bounded in the manner as follows : On the
North - By Premises No. 9, Prabhuram Sarkar Lane, On the South-
By 20 ft wide Common Passage (public Road), On the East - By
Premises No. 8/7, Prabhuram Sarkar Lane, On the West - By
Premises No. 8/8, Prabhuram Sarkar Lane.

a) Rs. 15,00,000.00 | a) 12.08.2026
(11.00 A.M. to 1.00 P.M.
(with unlimited extension

of 3 minutes)

b) Rs. 1,50,000.00

c) Rs. 10,000.00

b) 11.08.2026
(up to 5.00 P.M.)

c) 04.08.2026 & 05.08.2026
(10.00 A.M. to 1.00. P.M.)

d) 23.06.2025
(Physical Possession)

1. All interested participants / bidders are requested to Contact Mr. Prakash Verma (Authorised Officer) : Mob. No. 99813 43191 & Mr. Subhrangshu Rakshit,
Mob. No. 96744 58555 and visit the Website https://bankauctions.in/ & https://cholamandalam.com/news/auction-notices.
For details and support, prospective bidders may Contact - Mr. Muhammed Rahees - 81240 00030 / 63748 45616,
E-mail ID : CholaAuctionLAP@chola.murugappa.com. For e-Auction training alone, Contact : M/s. 4Closure; Rekha - 81420 00062.

2. For further details on terms and conditions please visit https://bankauctions.in/ & https://cholamandalam.com/news/auction-notices to take part in E-auction.

THIS IS ALSO A STATUTORY 15 DAYS SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 9(1) OF SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT RULES 2002)

Date : 22.07.2026
Place : Kolkata (West Bengal)

Authorised Officer
Cholamandalam Investment And Finance Company Limited

Usna Agera 3

(TR EEERR 1 S56M ) (Govt of India Undertaking)

Yot

CIRCLE OFFICE - SAM : PASCHIM MIDNAPORE
1, Bidhan Nagar East, Rly. Station Road, P.O. - Medinipur, Dist. - West Medinipur, West Bengal, Pin - 721 101

punjabnational bank

This special train will also stop at Korahia, Khajauli, Lalit Lakshmipur,
Rajnagar, Madhubani, Salempur Halt, Pandaul, Ugna Halt, Sakri,
Shaheed Suraj Narayan Singh Halt, Tarsarai, Bijuli Halt, Kakarghatti,
Laheria Sarai, Thalwara, Haiaghat, Rambhadrapur, Kishanpur,
Muktapur, Samastipur, Ujiarpur, Nazir Ganj, Dalsingh Sarai, Sathajagat,
Bachhwara, Teghra, Barauni Flag, Barauni, Dinkar Gram Simaria,
Rajendra Pul, Hathidah, Rampur Dumra, Barhiya, Ganga Sahai Halt,
Dumri Halt, Dhiradar Jwas Halt, Mankatha, Ashokdham, Luckeesarai,
Mahesh Leta Halt, Bansipur, Mananpur, Basuachak Halt, Bhalui,
Saheed Jitendra Halt Gopalpur, Kunder Halt, Jamui, Chaura B.H.,
Gidhaur, Dadpur, Jhajha, Simultala & Chittaranjan stations enroute
in both directions. Days/Dates of run: From Jaynagar: 05597 on
31/07,02/08, 04/08,07/08, 09/08, 11/08, 14/08, 16/08, 18/08, 21/08,
23/08, 25/08, 28/08 & 30/08/2026 (Friday, Sunday & Tuesday) = 14
trips and From Asansol: 05598 on 01/08, 03/08, 05/08, 08/08, 10/08,
12/08, 15/08, 17/08, 19/08, 22/08, 24/08, 26/08, 29/08 & 31/08/2026
(Saturday, Monday & Wednesday) = 14 trips. Composition: Sleeper
Class—16, General 2nd Class (GS)—06 & SLRD—-02 =24 coaches.

Category: Mail/Express. .
Chief Passenger Transportation Manager

|Fol|ow us at: Bd@EasternRailway @ @easternrailwayheadquarter|

"IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or damage incurred as a
result of transactions with companies, associations or
individuals advertising in its newspapers or Publications.
We therefore recommend that readers make
necessary inquiries before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements with advertisers or
otherwise acting on an advertisement in any manner
whatsoever.

APPENDIX - IV [See Rule 8(1)]
POSSESSION NOTICE

(For Immovable Property)

3

25001/779/2627

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE : SUNDARGARH
Near Bana Durga Temple, Sankara, Sundargarh, Dist: Sundargarh PIN-770020

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

Email: serw_sundargarh@yahoo.com

Office Order No. 4102

Follow us at: [l /metrorailwaykol €)/metrorailkolkata

PROCLAMATION RE(

APPEARANCE OF ACC

See Section 84 Bhartiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita, 2023

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person Imran Ahmad Hasimi S/o Mohd. Suleman R/o Ward No.
11, Village-Saidpur, Post- Sormar Baghla, PS-Moro Hanuman
Nagar Near Masjid, Darbhanga, Bihar, Also at: Delta House No.-4
Govt. Place West, 3rd Floor, Dalhousie, Kolkata, West Bengal,
has committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence in
FIR No. 243/2025, U/S 420/468/471/120B IPC, PS Crime
Branch, New Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest
thereupon issued that the said accused person cannot be found,
and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused person has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid
the service of the said warrant);
Proclamation is hereby made that Imran Ahmad Hasimi the said
accused of FIR No. 243/2025, U/S 420/468/471/120B IPC, PS
Crime Branch, New Delhi, is required to appear before this Court
to answer the said complaint on or before 02.09.2026.

By Order

Ms. Tapasya Agarwal

DP/9873/Crime/2026 Chief Judicial Magistrate,Room No.-516,

Whereas :

The undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the Punjab National Bank, under the Securitisation and Reconstruction
of Financial Assets and Enforcementof Security Interest Act, 2002 (54 of 2002) and in exercise of Power conferred under
Section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a Demand Notice on the dates
mentioned against each account calling upon the respective Borrowers/Guarantors to repay the amount as mentioned
against each account within 60 days from the date of notice (s)/date of receipt of the said notice(s).

The Borrowers / Guarantors having failed to repay the amount, notice are hereby given to the Borrowers/Guarantors and
the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below the exercise of
powers conferred on him under Sub-section (4) of Section 13 of Act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement)

Rules, 2002 on this the mention below.

The Borrower’s / Guarantor’s / Mortgagor’s attention is invited to provisions of Sub-section (8) of Section 13 of the Act in

respect of time available to redeem the Secured Assets.

The Borrowers / Guarantors in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and
any dealing with the property will be subject to the charge of Punjab National Bank for the amounts and interest, further

expenses thereon.

The date of availability of tender online/ date of seeking clarification/ date of opening of tender for the following works invited
under NIT Letter No.3719 dtd 04.07.2026 vide Bid Identification No: Online - RWCCESNG-19 of 2026-27 are hereby modified

Date. 20-07-2026
1st Corrigendum

as follows:
A - P Availability of Last Date &
Procurement Bid Availability of | e Online | Time of Seeking | Technical |Financial Bid
Officer Identification | Tender On-line e m . . N
N for biddi for bidding Tender Bid Opening | Opening
0- or bidding upto Clarification
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Chief Construction N Will be
Engineer, Rural Works RWCCESNG-19 24.07.2026 11.08.2026 10.08.2026 12.08.2026 intimated
" y f2026-2 11:00 AM :00 PM :00 PM 11:00 AM
Circle, Sundargarh N 6-21 0 5:00 5:00 0 separately
All other terms and Conditions are remained Unchanged. Sd/-

OIPR-25001/25133/1/26-27/0029

Chief Construction Engineer,
Rural Works Circle, Sundargarh

Sl. | a) Name of the Financing Branch
No. | b) Name of the Account /
Borrower / Guarantor

Description of the Inmovable Property

a) Date of Demand Notice
b) Date of P: ion
c) Amount Outstandin

1. | a) B.O. : Metaldoba (165000)

b) Janardan Bayen

(Borrower cum Mortgagor),
S/o. Phani Bhusan Bayen

Vill - Thakurani Tala, P.O. - Mayta,
P.S. - Goaltore, Dist - Paschim
Medinipur, West Bengal - 721 121.

Bayen.

Equitable Mortgage of Land and Building situated at
Mouza - Thakuranitala, P.S. - Goattore, Dist - Paschim
Medinipur, West Bengal, Pin - 721 121 under
Benachapra Gram Panchayat and pertaining to
Registered Deed No. 1718/2015 of Date 17.06.2015,
J.L. No. 398, LR Khatian No. 252, RS & LR Plot No.
290, ADSR - Garhbeta, Paschim Medinipur, Area of
Land 6 Decimal as per Deed, Nature of Land : Bastu.
Owner : Janardan Bayen, S/o. Phani Bhusan Bayen.
Property is sorrounded by : North :
of Banshi Bayen, South : 10 Ft. wide Kachha Road, | full.
East : Land of Nirmal Kundu, West : House of Kamla

a) 12.05.2026
b) 20.07.2026

c) Rs. 15,91,083.42
(Rupees Fifteen Lakhs
Ninety One Thousand
Eighty Three and Paise
Forty Two only) with further

Vacant Land | interest until payment in

NATIONAL LAW UNIVERSITY ODISHA, CUTTACK

(Established by Odisha Act IV of 2008)

Kathajodi Campus, Sector 13, CDA, Cuttack - 753015, Odisha (Accredited by NAAC)

Advertisement for Administrative Position
Advt No.: NLUO/NTR-01/22.07.2026

National Law University Odisha, a premier Law University in India inviting applications in the prescribed
format for the post of Corporate Relations Officer on contract basis. The details of the post are as

(Court Matter)  South-East Distt., Saket Courts Complex, New Delhi

Ref. No. :- F.02 (223)/RMSCL/Proc./S&S/NIB-18/2026/1381 Dated :- 16/07/2026
Corrigendum-1in NIB-18/2026

In Reference to NIB No.Ref. No.: F.02 (223)/RMSCL/Proc./S&S/NIB-

18/2026/1228 Dated:-30.06.2026 UBN No.MSC2627GLRC00032 Corrigendum-

1 is issued for Date extension in bid. All details may be seen on

https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, https://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in &

https://www.rmsc.health.rajasthan.gov.in.
Raj.Samwad/C/26/7299

Director (Proc.)
RMSCL

2. | a) B.O. : Pingboni (147700)

b) Tapas Sar

(Borrower cum Mortgagor),
S/o.Kanai Sar

Vill - Balibandh, P.O. - Goaltore,
P.S. - Goaltore, Dist - Paschim
Medinipur, West Bengal - 721 128.

Rabindranath Sar

(Guarantor cum Mortgagor),
S/o. Kanai Sar

Vill - Balibandh, P.O. - Goaltore,
P.S. - Goaltore, Dist - Paschim
Medinipur, West Bengal - 721 128.
Kanai Sar (Guarantor),

S/o. Subal Sar

Vill - Balibandh, P.O. - Goaltore,
P.S. - Goaltore, Dist - Paschim
Medinipur, West Bengal - 721 128.

Goaltore).

Equitable Mortgage of Land and one complete single
storied commercial building situated at Mouza -
Balibandh, J.L. No. 111, L.R. Khatian No. 501, 526,
Plot No. 183, 184 (L.R.) within Goaltore Gram
Panchayat, P.O. - Goaltore, District - Paschim
Meedinipur, West Bengal, Pin - 721 128 and pertaining
to Registered Deed Nos. 1-6080/1996 of Date
31.12.81996, 1-6081/1996 of Date 31.12.1996 and
1-2513/2021 of Date 11.08.2021, Area pf Land 6 (Six)
Decimal as per Deeds, Nature of Land :
Converted as Bastu. Owners: (1) Tapas Sar, S/o.
Kanai Sar, (2) Rabindranath Sar, S/o. Kanai Sar. | full.
Bounded by : North : Vacant Land of Sunil Sar,

follows.
. . Nature of
SI. No. Position No of Posts | Reservation Pay Level Appointment
a) 07.05.2026 Corporate Remuneration will be
1 ; . 01 UR commensurate with Contractual
b) 20.07.2026
) Relations Officer qualifications and experience

c) Rs. 23,17,345.52
(Rupees Twenty Three
Lakhs Seventeen
Thousand Three Hundred
Forty Five and Paise Fifty
Two only) with further
interest until payment in

5.87 Decimal Note:

to the candidates.

Date : 20.07.2026
Place : Midnapore

Authorised Officer

Minimum Qualification: Master’s Degree in Law, Management, Human Resource Management or allied
discipline from a recognised University.

The intending candidates are requested to apply using the available details on the Career section of the
University website www.nluo.ac.in latest by 20 September 2026 by 5.00 P.M.

1. Interested candidates may email their CV (not more than 3 pages), a covering letter and the filled in
application form to jobs@nluo.ac.in, on or before the last date.

South : Vacant Land of Sakti Sar, East : Vacant Land 2. Other details of the posts and relevant information can be accessed from the Career section of the

of Owners, West : PWD Metal Road (Pirakata to University website www.nluo.ac.in.

3. Only short-listed candidates will be called for interview.

4. No TA/DAwill be given for attending the interview.

5. For any updates please visit University website regularly, no separate communication will be made

Sd/- Registrar

Punjab National Bank

Kolkata
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COMMONWEALTH GAMES: JULY 23-AUGUST 2

Avisitto a talent nursery, the winningness of India’s successful stomping sports, wistfulness for the disciplines not included, and
awidget into what to expect from the compact Games at Glasgow. The Indian Express looks at the sporting footprint

Arnolds of Andhra

Tanishq Vaddi
travels through the
north of the state,
joining the dots
that have produced
India’s finest
weightlifting talent
over the years

USTAD IS the title bestowed on
the winner of Sangidi Rallu, a
traditional strength contest held
during Pongal in village festivals
of northern Andhra Pradesh.

Exported worldwide, black
granite is a popular stone of the
region. Ithasbeen used for years
to carve the Sangidi Rallu, a
torus weighing 80-220 Kg.

Over time, that folk contest
evolved into organised weight-
lifting in Kondavelagada (pr:
kon-duh-wella-gadaa), a village
in Vizianagaram district. The
village has produced 20 national
and 13 international weight-
lifters, with successive gener-
ations securing government
jobs through sport, and lifting
their families out of poverty.

Among the latest are sisters
Bellana Bhargavi (17) and Bel-
lana Harika (19), who won gold
medals at the Commonwealth
Youth and Junior Weightlifting
Championships in Samoa in
April 2026. Next week, the tiny
village will be in the spotlight
once again when Ajay Babu -
the son of Valluri Srinivasa Rao,
a weightlifting pioneer in these
parts — steps on the platform at
the Commonwealth Games in
Glasgow later this month.

Ajay, who is in Glasgow cur-
rently, spoke to The Indian Ex-
press about continuing a tradi-
tion. "In 2010, my father won a
bronze medal, and in 2014 San-
toshi Matsa claimed silver at the
Commonwealth Games. I want
to better that and win gold, and
participate in the Olympics."

The story of Kondavela-
gada's remarkable production
line began more than three dec-
adesago.In1991, ayoung Valluri
Srinivasa Rao, Annapurna
Challa and her elder brother
Ramu were among the many
children captivated by the an-
nual Sangidi Rallu competition.
Winning it was a matter of im-
mense pride, and the contest
drew almost the entire village.

Around the same time,
weightliftingwas gaining popu-
larity across northern Andhra.
Inspired by what they had seen
elsewhere, a few elderly villagers
decided tobring proper weight-
lifting equipment to Kondave-
lagada. That decision changed
the village's future.

Ramu, whose movement
had been restricted by polio,
never had the opportunity tobe-
come acompetitive weightlifter.
But he had developed afascina-
tion for physical strength after
watching bodybuilders on
Doordarshan. Rao, meanwhile,
inherited his father's love for
Sangidi Ralluand tried hishand
at the village contest, though
without much success.

Both friends would quietly
slip in after the regular Sangidi

DSA WEIGHTLIFTING HALL

A

(Top) Tilaka Dhananjaya Kumar's Gym in Godalam. (From bottom left) Valluri Srinivas Rao with his medals; Commonwealth Games medal
hopeful Valluri Ajay Babu in action; Challa Ramu's gym in Kondavelagada. speciAL ARRANGEMENT

*BREAKINGDOWN INDIA'S CWG MEDAL PROSPECTS

A smaller CWG without India’s core sports like shooting, badminton and wrestling
means fewer medal opportunities, but they still have a chances across five disciplines.

INDIA WON 61medals at the
2022 Commonwealth Games
edition, but the tally will come
down this time due to fewer
sports featuring in the
quadrennial event. Among the
ten events, India is expected to
do well indisciplines like
Athletics, Weightlifting, Boxing,
Lawn Bowls, and Judo.

ATHLETICS: 6 MEDALS

INDIA IS sending a strong 32-
member squad for the Athletics
events, across 22 disciplines.
While the medals in track events
look tough, India is expected to
wininfield events. Neeraj
Chopra remains the biggest
medal hope in men's Javelin
throw, but he will be up against a

Jaismine
Lamboriya
(inblue)

Rallu participants finished
training around seven or eight
o'clock, to experiment with the
new equipment.

Flower cultivation - mari-
gold, roses, crossandra, was the
village's primary occupation,
andRao'sfamily depended onit
for aliving. Morning training
was followed by long hours in
the fields. Rao (47) recallswith a
smile, "School was optional.”

While training, Rao ob-
served older lifters closely, co-
pied their techniques and
picked upwhatever advice they
were willing to offer. Winning a
district-level competition.
changed everything.

When M.S. Sharma, the dis-
trict weightlifting coach, asked
his parents to send him to his
academy, they were thrilled. "I
used to cycle from the village to
Vizianagaram every day to sell
flowers. After that, Iwould go for
training," herecalls. Atthe 1996,
Vizianagaram Nationals, Rao,
Ramuand Annapurna travelled
towatch India's best lifters com-
pete."Ourjaws dropped,” Ramu
recalled. "It wasn't just men
competing. Women were lifting
weights, too."

For Annapurna, that mo-
ment proved life-changing.
"Within a couple of years of
starting, she became a national
champion in the rural cham-
pionships, while Rao became
state champion."

When Sharma was trans-
ferred tothe SAlcentrein Eluru,

he invited both to continue
training under him. They ac-
cepted immediately.

Then, tragedy struck. Just
days before they were due to
leave for Eluru in 1999, Anna-
purna died after falling into an
open well on the family's farm.

Herdeath devastated theen-
tire village. Rao no longer
wanted to leave. "The whole vil-
lage had to convince him,"
Ramu recalled. "There were
times when his family didn't
even have enough food. Wetold
him that if he went to Eluru, he
would at least get three meals a
day, become stronger and con-
tinue weightlifting."

The argument eventually
persuaded him. Eluru trans-
formed Rao's career. Under
Sharma, the farmer's son devel-
oped into one of Andhra Pra-
desh's leading weightlifters,
winningsilver medals atthe Na-
tional Games in Visakhapatnam
(2002) and the inaugural Afro-
Asian Championships (2003) in
Hyderabad. Backhome, hissuc-
cess sparked a ripple effect.
Children who had watched Rao
grow up now wanted to follow
the same path.

ForRamu, though, the years
after Annapurna's death were
far more difficult. "For three or
four years, I didn't know what I
was doing," he said. Then one
day, village elders approached
himwith a proposal."We'll help
you set up agym,' they told me.
'Will you teach our children?™

The faith from his village
turned his grief into strength.

By 2005, Kondavelagada
had its own coaching centre.
And soon, Ramu'strainees were
winning national medals. After
Rao took voluntary retirement
from the Army and returned
theybuiltanother gym. "Ourvil-
lage has around 3,000 people,"
Rao said. "Many take loans just
to provide proper nutrition for
their children. A weightlifter
needsRs50,000t0 60,000 every
month for food and training.
Where will these farmers find
that kind of money?"

Before Kondavelagada be-
came a weightlifting nursery,
there was Amadalavalasa in the
neighbouring Srikakulam dis-
trict. Its Maruthi Yuvajana
Vyayama Mandali, produced
eight international and 46 na-
tional weightlifters, making it
the region's original weightlift-
ing powerhouse. Founded in
1969 by tailor K. Amminaidu,
the gym laid the foundation for
northern Andhra's weightlifting
culture. Amminaidu is now 86,
partially deaf, and lives a quiet
life. He is looked after by his five
children, three of whom are
weightlifters. "Our inspiration
was Kodi Rammurthy Naidu,"
Amminaidu said.

His son Madhusudhan adds
that Rammurthy's name is in-
voked asablessing forasuccess-

Our village has

around 3,000
people. Many take
loansjustto provide
proper nutrition for
their children. A
weightlifter needs Rs
50,000 t0 60,000
every month for food
and training.”

VALLURISRINIVASARAO,
LIFTER AJAY BABU'S FATHER

ful career. Folklore says Ram-
murthy from Veeragattam near
the Odisha border, discovered
anidol of Lord Hanuman while
bathing in a pond in the late
1800s. Inspired by the deity, he
resolved to become the strongest
man in the world.

"He had a special breathing
technique that allowed an ele-
phant to walk across wooden
planks placed on his chest,"
formerweightlifter Mugithi Ap-
palanaidu recalled the folk tale.
"The Vizianagaram king was so
impressed that he rewarded him
with gold and jewels, and sent
him to England and China to
display his feats of strength and
challenge wrestlers there."

Rammurthy's exploits in-
spired as he also established a
gymin Vizianagaram.

One of those inspired was
Amminaidu, a former kusthi

world-class field with reigning
Olympic champion Arshad
Nadeem, reigning world
champion Keshorn Walcott, two-
time world champion Anderson
Peters, Julius Yego, and world
lead Rumesh Pathirage.

India's biggest medal will be
the jumps with Sarvesh Kushare,
Tejaswin Shankar in high jump,
Sreeshankar Murali, Lokesh
Satyanathanin long jump, and
Selva Prabhu, Praveen
Chithravelintriple jump.

If Parul Chaudhary and
Gulveer Singh can delivera
performance of a lifetime as
Avinash Sable did in 2022, India
can expect 5-6 medals.

BOXING: 8 MEDALS

A STRONG Indian contingent,
headlined by reigning World
Champion Jaismine Lamboria
and Tokyo Olympic medallist
Lovlina Borgohain, will take to

™. thering at Glasgow 2026.

The field at the CWG s
' moderately easy, and India can
expect towin closeto 8
medals. If there are upsets, the
tally can touch 10 medals. In
five of the seven weight
' categories inwomen's
' boxing, India will start as the
. favourites, being the
a8 highest-ranked

%> Commonwealth Nation
&% inthe World Boxing
% = Rankings.Sakshi
= Chaudhary (51kg),
' Preeti Pawar (54kg),
s and Jaismine

Lamboria (57kg) will start as the
outright favourites for gold.

WEIGHTLIFTING: 7 MEDALS
TOKYO OLYMPIC medallist
Mirabai Chanu will lead India's
12-member weightlifting squad.
While Chanuis the best lifter in
her category, other Indians also
have a good chance towina
medal given the strength of the
field. India won 10 medals last
time, and one can very well
expect 6 or 7 medals this time as
well, with Gyaneshwari Devi,
Ajaya Babu and Raja Muthupandi
the other prospects.

JUDO: 4 MEDALS

Tulika Maan and Asmita Dey
will be India's biggest hope,
with Inunganbi Takhellambam
(women’s 70kg) and Ishroop
Narang (Women's 78kg) being
other contenders. India won
three medals last time and
will look to better the haul

this time around.

LAWN BOWLS: 1 MEDAL
INDIA WON two medals in Lawn
Bowls in Birmingham 2022, both
inthe team event. This time,
there are only singles and
doubles events, but given the
experience in the squad, which
features medalists from the
previous edition, India is
expected to win one medal
atleast. In Para Sports, India can
win medals in Para Athletics (3
medals) and Para Powerlifting (2
medals).

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

wrestler himself. "In those days,
we pushed a rod through two
stones and lifted it—that wasour
weightlifting," he recalled.
Eventually, they persuaded
R. Suryanarayana of Andhra
University, who had trained
under Russian coaches, to help
them. They also found a fabrica-
tor in Rajahmundry capable of
building modern weightlifting
equipment. Among those in-
spired was Neelamsetty Ap-
panna, who turned to coaching
after retiring from competition.
He travelled to the Netaji
Subhas National Institute of
Sports, Patiala, for a one-year
coaching diploma. There, a lec-
turer offered advice that would
transform the region. "We may
soon have women competingin
weightlifting," he told Appanna.
"Find girls who are interested."
Back in Voosavanipeta, Ap-
panna and Vishwanatham, the
former secretary of the Srikaku-
lam Weightlifting Association,
began doingexactlythat."Some-
times parentstried toassault us,"
he laughed. "They asked who
would marry their daughters if
they started lifting weights."
Eventually, they focused on
children aged nineto12. Vishwa-
natham paid for their food from
his own pocket to ensure they
had enough nutrition to train.
"Most of them came from very
poor families."
Oneday, twosisters fromthe
railway colony walked into their
lives. The elder was Karnam

Narsamma. The younger was
nine-year-old Karnam Malles-
wari. After training under Ap-
panna foracouple of years, Mal-
leswarijoined the Maruthi Gym.

The little girl would go on to
become India's first woman
Olympic medallist, winning
bronze at the 2000 Sydney
Olympics. Her success, along
with that of several others from
the region, appeared to herald a
golden era. It didn't last as
numbers dwindled.

"We did everythingwe could.
But none of those who got gov-
ernmentjobs camebacktobuild
gyms or help the next gener-
ation. We never received recog-
nition, and neither did our vil-
lage," said Vishwanatham.

The Maruthi Gym now faces
another challenge. "Weight-
liftersneed modern equipment,
but we don't have the money,"
Madhu said. "But spreading the
culture of weightlifting is my
father'slegacy. Aslongaswecan,
we'll continue."

Tilaka Dhananjaya Kumatr,
who won bronze at 1992 Na-
tionals, secured a government
job as a teacher, posted at his
hometown of Godalam, a re-
mote hamlet of around 1,200
people in Srikakulam district,
barely four kilometres from the
Bay of Bengal.

Like Kondavelagada and
Amadalavalasa before it, Goda-

lam became another weightlift-
ingvillage.

There was no road connect-
ing his village to Maruthi Gym,
forcing him to hitch ridesto Kot-
tabommali, around 13 kilo-
metres away, to the nearest rail-
way station "I travelled there in
the morning to train, stayed
overnight and returned home
the next evening," he recalled.

He established a gym in Go-
dalam, determined to give local
children the opportunities he
never had. "If these children
reach the national level and get
government jobs, their lives,
and this region, will improve."

Every year, the community
across Srikakulam gather for
Sangati Rallu and local weight-
lifting competitions with 60-65
registrations. "It'salmost like an
annual reunion," Madhusud-
han said. "That's where we first
noticed Dhananjaya arriving
with children from his region."

But sustaining momentum
got difficult since being pro-
moted toa high-school teacher.
"Earlier, Itrained around150r 16
children. NowI'mdowntothree
or four. Equipment hasbecome
rusty and needs replacing."

He paused, unsure of what
the future held. The gyms may
be ageing, and the coaches may
no longer have the means they
once did. But every year, when
the Sangidi Rallu competition
returns, so does the hope that
another child will discover a dif-
ferent future.

Gukesh'’s road to revival may pass through Chess Olympiad

Amit Kamath
Chennai, July 21

JUST A couple of hours before
Gukesh D slumped to another
defeat, this time to compatriot
Pranesh M, Srinath Narayanan
was deconstructing the 20-year-
old’s recent issues over the
board. Since becoming world
champion in December 2024,
Gukesh has yet to win a tourna-
ment, astreak unlikely toend at
the ongoing Chennai Grand
Masters, where he has lost five
games in six rounds to be an-
chored to the bottom in the
eight-player tournament.
Srinath’s assessment was
simple: confidence is Gukesh’s
superpower, and when he’s low
on that, it affects his results.
“Gukesh is very good at cal-
culation. But there's an element
of confidence in hisgame, which
is probably one of the reasons
why there are a lot of ups and
downs in his play. When he's

really confident, he plays the
same way, but he pulls offthings.
But when his confidence is im-
pacted a bit, there are also big
dropsin his play,” Srinath said.
Srinath holds a unique van-
tage point in Indian chess. For
the past two Olympiads, he has
been the Indian men’s team’s
captain, a position he will also
hold at the upcoming edition at
Samarkand in Uzbekistanintwo
months'time. Hehashad aring-
side view to the rise and plateau
of India’s current golden gener-
ation. He points out how the
famed confidence that vaulted
Gukesh totheworld champion’s
throne hindered him against
Arjun Erigaision Monday, where
he held a winning edge before
allowing the game to equalise
and then goingon to lose.
“Whenyou'redown in confi-
dence, you're constantly re-
checking your moves and taking
alot longer to make decisions
thatyou'd normally make much

D Gukesh dropped to 31stin the
live rankings after this latest
loss in Chennai. Express

faster. This contributed to him
(Gukesh) beinglow on time and
as a consequence, when he
needed that time (in the end-
game) to make some critical
decisions, hejustdidn't haveit,”
said Srinath.
AfterhisdefeattoPraneshon
Tuesday, Gukesh slumped to
world no.31 in live ratings that

are updated in real time. He has
lost 75 rating points in 19 months
since becoming the 18th world
champion in chess history.

Srinath believes that the up-
coming Olympiad might be the
event that helps Gukesh turn
around his form. He was the In-
dian team’s captain at the 2023
Asian Gameswhen Gukesh had
ahorrid tournament, losing rat-
ing points by heaps in
Hangzhou. Buthebounced back
by winning the Chennai Grand
Mastersin its inaugural edition,
clinching the Candidates,
sweepingthrough the Olympiad
in 2024 and then becoming
world champion, all in the span
of 14 months.

“Confidence is something
which can change in a game or
two. Everyone hasgone through
such slumps in their career. If
thatbad phase changes, Gukesh
will suddenly be a completely
different player,” Srinath said.
“Gukesh’s confidence could

have grown in yesterday's game
against Arjun if things had just
gone a little more his way. I feel
thereisachance ofaturnaround
in the Olympiad because unlike
closed invitational tournaments
which Gukesh has been playing
whereevery player is rated about
2650 or 2700, the Olympiad is
more like an open tournament,
somethingwhich Gukesh hasn't
played inalongtime.”

Different approach

Srinath, whois partofthe or-
ganising committee of the Chen-
nai Grand Masters, says heis cur-
rently in wait-and- watch mode.
On Wednesday, when the tour-
namentends, he'llstart reaching
out to the five members of his
provisional Olympiad team —
Gukesh, R Praggnanandhaa,
Arjun, Nihal Sarin and Vidit
Gujrathi — about preparation
for the tournament.

The way the national camp
before the Olympiad is held has

also changed considerably over
theyears.In2022, Srinath organ-
ised multiple two-week camps
with the young squad over two
monthsleadingup tothe Olym-
piad in Chennai. He said the
camps were as intense as those
for Candidates tournaments.
But for 2024, there was just a
Zoom call because the players
were jet-setting to tournaments
around the world.

“In 2022, we had some very
intensetrainingcamps. Allofus
were working long hours on
openings. Thatdidn'tquite work
becauseit feltlike overtraining,”
Srinath said. “But since the last
Olympiad, the idea is to have a
good time together. That’s all
you need for ateam like ours.”

For the 20-year-old who
wears the burden of the world
champion’s crown and does not
seem to be having fun on the
board, the Olympiad might just
bethetonicheneedstorejuven-
ate hisgame.

Kolkata

Now, Pranesh beats
chess world champion

Amit Kamath
Chennai, July 21

PRANESH M does not know
what the Chigorin Clubin chess
is. Nevertheless, he barged into
it on Tuesday with one of the
biggest wins of his fledgling ca-
reer. He defeated world cham-
pion Gukesh D in 39 moves in
the penultimate round of the
Chennai Grand Masters tour-
nament, thus enteringan unof-
ficial club he had no idea
existed. For the uninitiated, the
Chigorin Club consists of
grandmasters who have de-
feated the reigning world
champion in a classical game.
Having qualified for the
Chennai Grand Masters by win-
ning last year's Challengers
tournament, Pranesh is climb-
ing rapidly towards another
club: that of 2700-rated GMs.

After losing his opening game
to Alireza Firouzja, he has had
a stable tournament, holding
players from the 2700-club like
Nodirbek Abdusattorov, Arjun
Erigaisi and Hans Moke Nie-
mann to draws before this sig-
nificant victory.

Pranesh got a helping hand
from Gukesh. There was a point
when the world champion had
a significant edge before Gu-
kesh’s familiar woes of courting
time trouble surfaced. The
battle between Gukesh and
Pranesh saw eval bar fluctu-
ations, but it was a bunch of
moves from Gukesh while he
was racing against the clock
thatchanged the outlook of the
game. “I had beaten him once
before, in a tournament in
Mumbai in the U13 category,
where he had gone on to win
thetitle,” Pranesh recalled.
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Despite no goal and no assist in the World Cup, Rodri (left) dictated terms in most of Spain’s games. ap

aradox of

Rodri

The Spanish captain cannot be captured by a metric. Ask Messi, who spent the final avoiding him like a thief avoids a cop

EXPRESS AT
WORLD
CUP

SandipG
New Jersey, July 21

RODRI AND AMERICA. It was
always meant tobe; auniquere-
lationship forged by chance and
moulded by destiny. Sixteen
years before he kissed the World
Cup trophy, confetti showering
on him and fireworks wiggling
into East Rutherford skies, he
wasin Connecticut, almost 100
miles from the scene of his con-
quest, as part of an exchange
programme.

His fatherwanted him to pur-
sue academics in the United
States, but he was firm on hisul-
timate desire to be a footballer.
But his father had other plans,
and imagining that the Ameri-
canlifewould alter hisson'sam-
bitions, he packed him offto a
student programme in Connec-
ticut. Rodri. Suddenly, the quiet
teenager from the Madrid sub-
urb of Villanueva de la Cafiada
found himselfin the middle ofa
forestin Conn-et-ee-cut, asthey
call it. "It was like I was stepping
into a Hollywood movie," he
wrote in Player's Tribune. "You
know the movies where the kids
go to the camp on a biglake and
you're climbing trees and sleep-
ingintentsand starting fireswith
sticks?" Everything felt strange
for the true blue Madrid boy.

Oneday, he called his friends

to play football. They thought it
was American football. "No, no
that's not what I meant, soccer,"
he told them. "Oh, saw-ker. No
buddy, no way," they said. He
had a football with him and
played all alone. Days, nights, in
the peak of summer, in the dead
of winter. He didn't mind foot-
ball'simprovised version, but he
remained, at heart, a dissident
loyal tothe footie. "Genuine fun!
Ikind of liked it," he wrote.

He didn't miss home, swiftly
learned English, with a Connec-
ticutaccent thatendeared himto
his friends. It would be the same
quick grasping skills that made
him indispensable in the teams
of two antithetical managers,
Diego Simeone and Pep Guard-
iola, theangel and thearchangel.
Buthebegan tomisshomewhen
the World Cupbegan. "Tcouldn't
even check the internet, soIwas
inpain," hesaid.

But the main office had a
clunky computer. Every day, he
asked the counselors for the
score. One of themtold him that
Spain lost to Switzerland in the
first round. His heart sank. "I
thought they were pulling a
prank." By the knockouts, the
counsellors would tell him with-
out asking whether Spain won
ornot. Hewasonacanoeingtrip
when Spain beat Germany in
the semifinal. "I never felt so far
from home, but also close to
home, if you understand what I
mean," he would say. He
pleaded with the counsellor to
let him watch the final on the
computer. Hedid, but the inter-
net was wobbly and he had to

MEASURE OF
CONTROL

910

Total number of touches by Rodri,
the most by any player in
2026 World Cup

204

Passes completed in the final
third, the most for any player

26

Tackles, most by
any player

95.3%

Rodri’s pass accuracy in the final,
his highest in the tournament

WhenIwas at

Villarreal, I was
very good with the
ball at my feet, but I
was still a bit soft.
With Diego Simeone,
Ilearned what it
means to be thebad
guy-tobeabitofa
b****** on the pitch.”

RODRI, SPAIN'S GOLDEN
BALL-WINNING MIDFIELDER.

find an illegal stream. "When
Iniesta scored, I literally started
screamingandIranoutsideand
sprinted around the lake. The
guys thought I'was crazy.”

Sixteenyearslater, his friends
would have realised the essence
of hisscream. Hewas holdingthe
most precious trophy in the
world aloft. A dream beyond for
aMadrid boy.

The route from Connecticut
to New Jersey took years in the
making. Ayearlater, hereturned
home, and tohisfather'sanguish
his son was still in love with the
game. He let him be. "It was al-
most like a drug," he once said.
Hejourneyed from Atletico Mad-
rid's academy to Villarreal's, be-
forereturningto Atleticoasasen-
ior player. The first biginfluence
inhiscareerwaswaiting for him,
the manager Simeone. The Ar-
gentine sensed he has marvel-
loustechnical finessebutnot the
nastiness his teams embodied.

"When I was at Villarreal, I
was very good with the ball at my
feet, but Iwasstill abit soft. With
Diego Simeone, Ilearned what it
meanstobethebad guy-tobea
bitofab*™****onthe pitch.Itwas
about making the other team a
mess for 90 minutes. That was
another important piece." Si-
meone realised that he could be
abad guy without resorting to
tactical fouls, without the oppo-
nents realising his meanness.

Rodri's positional sense is so
supreme that he is never out of
his place to commiit a nasty foul.

Adefensive fielderhastheimage
of a tackle-happy, tough mean
guy. But the finest of them are
not, from the irrepressible
Claude Makelele and Sergio Bus-
quetstoN'Golo Kanteand Rodri.
They have more time and space
than all, a preternatural sense of
theball, the pathsitwould travel.
This World Cup, he was ranked
97thinthelistof offenders. That's
the paradox of Rodri, hewon the
golden ball without asingle goal
or assist, without topping any of
the defensive or attacking met-
rics. Even in pass completion
rate, he sits 44th on the table. So
what made him the tourna-
ment's most valuable player?

His second, and perhaps
mostinfluential, figure in lifewas
Guardiola, who would say: "The
way heseesthegame, nooneelse
sees, toitsfinest details, his vision
ispanoramic.”When he arrived
in City, he was far from the
midfield figurehead he is now.
Guardiola advised: "Don't
move too much, a holding mid-
fielder does not, move just
enough and only when it is
required." Guardiola was sur-
prised how fast he learned, and
adapted. He enhanced his pas-
sing range, polished his posi-
tional awareness, and began
his ascent to greatness.

In a year, he became irre-
placeable for City. Their fortunes
have hinged directly on hisavail-
ability and optimal fitness.
"Peoplealwayslookat the players
who score goals, but football is
much morethanthat. Rodri con-
trolled every match he played.
Hedictated the tempo, protected

the defence, recovered pos-
session, started attacks and gave
every playeraround himthecon-
fidence to play their football,"
Guardiola praised him.

In the final, he tied up Messi
in knots, so much so that he
began avoiding him like a thief
would a policeman. Rodrimade
him play increasingly with the
right foot, lethal but notas much
ashisleft peg. Messi would have
found traces ofhisold friend Ser-
gioBusquets. Like the Barcelona
cornerstone, he can't be judged
with stats, cannot be defined
with his nomenclatural role. To
label him as a defensive mid-
fielder would be turning a blind
eye to his attacking output, to
call him a tempo-setter is an in-
accurate compartmentalisation.
He s, as Luis de la Fuente calls
him, thetraffic controller, whose
roleisnotasglamorousasthese-
cret agents or the sleuths, but
controls the immediate world
around him. Heisthe axis of the
compass that lets Spain draw a
perfect circle, a man whose oc-
cupancy of vital spaces sucks
half the belief of his opponents.
Argentina would readily vouch
for the invisible man that made
them anonymous.

Heperhapsexistsinastate of
paradox, atempo-setterwhoisa
holding midfielder, a disciple of
both Simeone and Guardiola, a
conductor who is also the lead
vocals, and a true blue Madrid
boy speaking "Conn-et-ee-cut"
English. Also, the best midfielder
in the world, a player whose
numbers can't capture him, and
whose role defies definition.

| SIDELINES}

Argentina's Leandro Paredes (5) scuffles with Spain’s Gavi. ap

Paredes’ red card for brawl
‘deleted’ by FIFA: Report

WHILE FIFA has opened
disciplinary proceedings
against Argentina for
their players’ various al-
tercations against their
Spanish counterparts,
LeandroParedes, who
was seen inascuffle with
Spain’s Eric Garciaand
Gavi,was givenared card
which has sincebeen ‘de-
leted’ by the sport’s gov-
erningbody, accordingto
the BBC.
“Itwasincorrectly
reported on FIFA’s com-
mentator information
systemthat Paredes had
beensent off by referee
Slavko Vincic for pushing
Spain’s Eric Garciaby the
throat. Paredes’ red card
was deleted shortly after-
wards and FIFA has con-
firmed to BBC Sport that
nodisciplinary action
wastaken atthe time,” the
reportstated. Butthe

Viral photo of
Messi, Yamal to
gettrading card

TOPPSIS creating a trading
card of whatbecame a fa-
mous photo during the
World Cup of Argentina's
Lionel Messi holding
Spain's Lamine Yamal, the
company said Monday.
Messi, whom many
consider football's greatest
player, was photographed
holding Yamal, thenanin-
fantand now a19-year-old
rising star.

The two metin Sunday's
final, with Yamal and Spain
defeating Messiand
Argentina1-0.Thatgame
was a potential changing of
the guard with the 39-year-
old Messi perhaps playingin
his final World Cup. Playing
for Barcelona at the time of
theinitial meeting with
Yamal, Messitook partina
fundraising drive for
UNICEF and wound up hold-
ing the player who could be
the future face of the sport.
Yamal has followed in
Messi's footsteps by becom-
ingBarcelona's standout
player. AP

FIFA probeisstill on over
theugly incidents that
ensued after the final
whistle where Spain de-
feated Argentina1-0Oto
win the World Cup.
Invideos floating on so-
cial media, Garciacanbe
seen falling on the ground
inthe seconds after the
referee blew the final
whistle. He then getsup
and has heated words
with Paredes who then
proceeds to push Garcia
awaywithahand onthe
latter’s neck.

Argentina defender Na-
huel Molinaalso
reportedly attempted to
knock over Rodri. Further,
assistant coach Roberto
Ayalawasseentryingto
punchDaniOlmointhe
face.Head coach Lionel
Scaloniand other players
rushedinto deescalate
thesituation. ENS

Garciatoleave
Belgium
coachingjob

RUDIGARCIA is not
continuing as Belgium
coach after failingtoreach
agreement with the
country’s football
federation on a contract ex-
tension. The Royal Belgian
Football Association said
thatitwill not renew Gar-
cia’s deal beyond the end of
this month, and thatitis
looking for a successor to
the French coach wholed
the Belgian team to the
World Cup quarterfinals,
where it was beaten by
eventual champion Spain.
Garcia was appointed Bel-
gium coach in January 2025
asthe successortothe fired
Domenico Tedesco.

Garcia, who coached several
big clubs including Napoli,
Marseilleand Romain his
much traveled career, had
never managed a national
side.He touted his achiev-
ementsinhis18 months as
Belgium coach, pointing to
the team’s World Cup cam-
paign and improved stand-
ingsince he took over. AP

Batting as per team’s need:
Tilak on strike-rate criticism

Express News Service
Mumbai, July 21

TILAK VARMA was earmarked
as India's long-term No.3 after
the team's T20 World Cup
triumph in 2024, but over the
last two years, his role has
steadily evolved. Team combi-
nations and match situations
have often pushed him into the
middle and lower order, forcing
him to adapt from anchoring
an innings to finishing one.

The changing responsibil-
ities have reflected in his strike
rate, drawing criticism when-
ever his scoring rate has gone
down. Ahead of India's T20I
series against Zimbabwe, the
vice-captainsaid he payslittle at-
tention to criticism, saying his
battingapproach changesas per
the match situation and the role
assigned by the team.

“In this game, you have to
bat in different places, and es-
pecially in such conditions, it's
not easy. At the same point, Ial-
ways say that I do whatever is
required for the team. If T have
to stop and play for the team, I
stop and play. If T have to hit, I
hit and play,” Tilak said at a

Beingthedeputyto
new T20Iskipper
Shreyas Iyer has
added another layer
of responsibility for
theleft-hander

press conference on Tuesday.

“From Ireland to England,
we lost 4-5 wickets in the
Powerplay. So going there and
hitting and getting out doesn't
make sense.”

Theleft-hander said he often
has to play against his natural
instinct in the interest of the
team. “That'swhatIalways have
inmind, thatIcangoand hitthe
first ball. But at the same point,
I'm playing for the country, so
there arealot of responsibilities.
So what is the situation for the
team? If T have to play for the
teamtill theend, our team plan-
ning keeps changing.”

Being the deputy to new
T20I skipper Shreyas Iyer has
added another layer of respon-
sibility. “If you have the vice-
captaincy, the team gives you
something after thinking about

it. SoIwantto take the samere-
sponsibilities that the manage-
ment gives me. I'm playing ac-
cording to that,” Tilak added.

India head into the Zim-
babwe series after back-to-back
disappointments, having lost
2-0 in Ireland before a 4-0 de-
feat in England. Tilak said the
focus was on getting the basics
right rather than dwelling on
the results. “It has been a big
learning since the last series.
And we are just looking for-
ward, and want to follow our
basics and do well in the
coming series. Everyone has
played enough domestic
cricket and A-seriesjust before
this, so they are readys; it's the
same thing, just a bigger stage.”

“They have played enough
matches in the IPL and know
how to execute on a bigger
stage,” he added.

Despite the losses, Tilak in-
sisted there was no sense of
panic in the dressing room. He
said the priority was to create a
positive environment, back
every player and use the les-
sons from the Ireland and Eng-
land tours to build momentum
in the Zimbabwe series.

e WAY AHEAD IN FAST LANE

‘Siraj a wonderful example for young pacers’

Venkata KrishnaB
Chennai, July 21

FORMER INDIA bowling
coach Bharat Arun, who as-
sembled a pace attack that West
Indies great Andy Roberts said
in 2019 he envied, is set to
launch a nation-wide camp to
unearth young fast bowlers.
Arun’s plan is to identify and
nurture another Mohammed
Siraj, whom he had spotted in
2017 during a net session in
Hyderabad and paved his path
to the Indian team in 2020.
Since stepping down as In-
dia’s bowling coach in 2021,
Arun runs an academy (Coach-
ing Beyond) in association with
Ravi Shastri and R Sridhar in
Chennai and Hyderabad. Since
leaving the India role, he has
been a part of an IPL-winning
team - KolkataKnight Riders-in
2024 and iscurrently partof the
Lucknow Super Giants setup.
"Sirajisa wonderful story for
other young upcoming fast
bowlers to emulate. And in our
own way, we want to do some-
thing from Coaching Beyond.
It'snotonlyachallenge tous, but
it'salso, Ithink, oneway of doing
something for Indian cricket.

Bharat Arun runs academiesin
association with Ravi Shastri
and R Sridhar in Chennaiand
Hyderabad. sPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

And morethananythingelse, to
pick a talented boy and to give
him the right kind of inputs at
therighttime. Inputs, I mean not
only technical inputs, it's going
to be tactical, it's going to be
physical, it's also mental," Arun
told The Indian Express.

"This country hasalot of fast

During Arun's stint,
India had thelikes of
Bumrah, Siraj,
Bhuvneshwar,
Ishant and Umesh;
sincethen, resources
havebeen thin

bowlers. And most of these fast
bowlers around the country do
not have the facilities”.

"Firstis the affordability fac-
tor. Sometimes there are
bowlers who come from differ-
ent backgrounds, and they are
not able to afford it. Or they do
not have access to any good in-
puts to hone their skills.”

“Looking at the recent past,
there are exceptionally good
bowlers hiding in different
nooks and corners of our
country. Itwould be an interest-
ing challenge to tap that poten-
tial," he added, pointing to the
likes of Auqib Nabi who has
emerged from Jammu and
Kashmir and won the Ranji
Trophy last season.

Layingouthisplansis Arun's
way of respondingtoaquestion
on whether he prefers to take

another shot as the bowling
coach of the Indian team. After
coaching a few seasons in IPL,
heisabouttoembarkon his first
season of working in the SA20
and The Hundred.

Despite hisbusy calendar, he
still spends amajority of histime
at the academy. On a hot
summer afternoon in Chennai,
where temperatures are touch-
ing 38 degrees, he is out coach-
ing a handful of pacers who are
bowling to St Kitts & Nevis Pa-
triots, the CPL team thatishold-
ingacamp here.

"Continuing as a coach for
India, yes, I've had my stint with
theteam. It wasavery enjoyable
stint. I think there is room to do
alot of work around all this to
contribute more towardsthede-
velopment of cricket in the
country. It's not just the Indian
team. Ithinkeverybodyneedsa
specific time with the Indian
teamtodothat. Butthereisadif-
ferent kind of challenge. We are
thinking of getting a sponsor to
pick a dozen fast bowlers and
look to give them scholarships,
where we take care of their edu-
cation, boarding and lodging,
and give them full-time coach-
ing," Arun said of his plans.

The need for such acamp is
because of what Arun has ob-
served in recent times. The IPL
has given him a chance to wit-
ness talents like Harshit Rana,
Prince Yadav and Mayank
Yadav, to name a few, emerge,
buthe admitted the fast bowling
resources had diminished. "I
would say yes, it is a phase that
keeps goingon and off. Sothat's
why, to make sure that the fast
bowlersand the supply chain re-
main consistent, we want to do
somethingin our power to make
sure that we contribute a little
towards that," the 63-year-old
said, with the aim to target fast
bowlers in the 18-22 age group
for the scholarship programme.

During Arun's stint, India
had thelikes of Jasprit Bumrah,
Siraj, Bhuvneshwar Kumar,
Ishant Sharma and Umesh
Yadav; since then, the resources
have been thin. While the likes
of Arshdeep Singh and Prasidh
Krishna have emerged and
stayed in India’s setup, noneare
close to cementing their places
inany of the formats. And Arun
says he would like to give India
another pacer like Siraj, who
came out of nowhere and be-
came a force to reckon with.
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