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PMBalenShah likely tomeet
Indian,Chineseenvoyssoon

afterfourmonths inpower,pm
BalenShahhas finallyagreed to
meet theenvoysof IndiaandChina,
saidacloseaide."pmShahwill soon
bemeeting theambassadorsof two
immediateneighbours, Indiaand
China.Hewillmemeeting them
soon," theaide toldthe Indianex-
press, adding that thedatesareyet
tobeworkedout.aspressurebuilt
onShah fromhisministers,party
mpsandtheopposition—who

warnedhimthatunderminingparliamentandbypassing
diplomaticpracticeswill bedetrimental toNepal's aswell
ashisownimage—Shahseems tohave relented.In thepast
tendays, thepmalsoheldseparatemeetingswith leadersof
businessand industries, aswell aswomenentrepreneurs,
promisingallpossible support fromthegovernment tocre-
atean investment-friendlyenvironment. “lastweek,he
alsodecided tomeet theenvoysof IndiaandChina—some-
thingforeignaffairsministerShisirKhanalhadbeensug-
gesting,” sources said. rEUTErS

l EAST ASIAN CrIME SyNDICATES ArE rUNNING BUSINESSES THAT USEMALWArE, GENErATIvE AI AND DEEPfAkES for SExUAL ExTorTIoN AND ExPLoITATIoN

UN: International criminalgroupsusing technology toexpand inandbeyondAsia
AAssociatedPress
Bangkok, July21

soUtHeast asia-Based
criminal groups are using in-
creasingly integratednetworks
and technology to build a
rapidlygrowing illicit economy
with tentacles that reach far
beyondasia,with scamsalone
causing estimated combined
lossesof$88.3billionto$114.1bil-
lionin2025,aUnreportsays.
thereportbytheUnitedna-

tionsofficeondrugsandCrime
outlines how transnational
crime that used to be concen-
trated insoutheastasiahasex-
panded to other regions,while
global criminal groups are in-
creasingly engaging in drug,

humanandwildlife trafficking
inasia.Criminalsareusingnew
technologies to laundermoney
throughglobalfinancialsystems
andusingartificial intelligence
tostealfromvictimsworldwide,
said the report, releasedtues-
day. one key finding of the re-
portisthethreattochildrenboth
fromai and fromonline gam-
ing, as hundreds of scamcom-
pounds scatteredacrosssouth-
eastasiaprovidevenuesforsex
trafficking and selling of child
sexualabusecontent.
“there isahuge jumpinai-

generatedchildsexualimages...
communicated through en-
crypted communicationsplat-
forms,”saidinshiksim,UnodC
researcher andcoordinator for

the report, told reporters at a
briefing at the foreign Corre-
spondentsClubofthailand.
eastasiancrimesyndicates

arerunningbusinessesthatuse
malware, generative ai and
deepfakes for sexual extortion
andexploitation ina trend that
increases risks of in-person
abuse aswell as livestreamed
abuseandgroomingofvictims.
apart fromoutright trafficking
forthesexindustry,victimscan
besoldintodomesticservitude,
forcedbeggingandforcedlabor,
amongother formsof exploita-
tion,thereportsays.
social media and online

gamingandgamblingalsopose
dangers for children, the report
notes, citing surveys showing

that hundreds of children and
teens across southeastasia are
engaged in online gambling,
sometotheextentofaddiction.

the report estimates the
combinedannual sales of illicit
drugs in southeast asia and
nearby countries at up to $109

billion,with seizures of illegal
shipments soaring. that in-
cludes methamphetamines,
heroinandketamine.
itpoints tothesulu-Celebes

maritime“triangle”betweenin-
donesia,Malaysia and thePhil-
ippines as an increasingly im-
portant corridor for shipments
ofcocainefromlatinamericato
asia,with illicit cargoes some-
times embedded in legitimate
shipmentssuchasChinesetea.
theareaisalsooftenusedfor

smugglingofwildlifeandsmall
arms,thereportsays.
Meanwhile, thailand and

Vietnam increasingly are the
sourceofcannabissenttoJapan,
whereitisillegal,andtoeurope,
it says.earlier thisyear, author-

ities inMalaysia’s sabah seized
more than 3 tons ofmetham-
phetamine, ketamine and ec-
stasy in the largest suchseizure
forsabahsofar.thereportout-
lineshowcrossborderfinancial
and technology networks are
supportingwhatitcallsa“crimi-
nal service infrastructure” that
facilitates global organized
crime. the tools used include
cryptocurrency, encryptedand
private communications plat-
formsandgenerativeai to cre-
ate convincing phishing con-
tent, deploy real-timedeepfake
videosandvoicecalls.Usingai-
powered translations, they can
target victimsacrossmany lan-
guagesat thesametime, there-
portsays.

satellite communications
alsoenablescamcompoundsto
operateinplacesthatareremote
orsubjecttoclosesurveillance.
to counter this growing

criminalecosystem,authorities
need a coordinated, cross-
border strategy that integrates
enforcement acrossdata, com-
munications and financial sys-
tems, and online services and
marketplaces,thereportsaid.
as authorities in thailand,

China and elsewhere have
raided industrial-sized scam
centresmostlylocatedinborder
regions ofMyanmar, laos and
Cambodia, criminals have re-
sponded by shifting to other
parts of theworld or operating
onasmallerscale. AP

Anestimatedlossof$88.3billionto$114.1bnwasreportedin2025.AP

Nepal PM BalenShah

reuters
Washington,Dubai, July21

UsPresidentdonaldtrump
ontuesday said theUswill be
hitting the PickaxeMountain
area,locatedneariran’sheavily
damagednatanz uraniumen-
richmentfacility,“prettysoon.”
Pickaxe Mountain is a

heavily fortified site that hosts
twodeeplyburied tunnel com-
plexes that experts assess as
beyond the reach of themost
powerful bunkerbuster bombs
in the Us arsenal. the site is
linkedtoiran'snuclearprogram.
trumpalsosaidthat theUs

wouldrespondifYemen'siran-
alignedHouthimovement fol-
lowsthroughonitsthreattoim-
poseablockadeoncommercial
shippingintheredsea,saying
that if the group takes action,
theUnitedstates“willjusthave
totakecareofbusiness.”
But theHouthi announce-

ment already appeared to be
havinganimpact.twotankers
which had just loaded saudi
crude bound for China and
indiaatsaudiarabia’sredsea
portofYanbumadeU-turnson
tuesday, heading towards the
suez Canal rather than out
through the Bab el-Mandeb

intotheindianocean.
Usforcesbombedtargetsin

thesouthandwestofiranover-
night,whiletehrantargetedUs
sites in Bahrain, Kuwait and
Jordan and a tankerwas hit in
the strait of Hormuz at the
mouthof thegulf.
iran said it had struck infra-

structurebelonging toamazon
inBahrain,where theUs tech

company operates a regional
datacentre.
amazon did not immedi-

ately comment and reuters
couldnot verify the report. Us
CentralCommandsaidithadhit
iranian military command
centres,maritime capabilities,
missile anddrone launch sites
andairdefencesystemsinitsla-
testroundofstrikes,whichhave

carriedonnightlyformorethan
aweekandahalf.
explosions were heard

around the city of shiraz in
southerniran,statemediasaid.
Konarak andChabahar on the
southerncoast,thecityofKhor-
ramabadandaciviliansiteout-
side the city of abdanan, both
in thewest, all cameunder at-
tack,mediareportssaid.

WillbehittingPickaxeMountain
areaprettysoon,saysTrump

u.s. ForCes boMb tArgets in south AndWestoF irAn

US PresidentDonaldTrumpwithLebanesePresident JosephAounat theWhiteHouseonTuesday. AP

leeKeath&JuliaFrankel
Cairo, July21

tHe israeli military is
quietly but quickly building a
giant earthen barrier separat-
ing the over 50% of the gaza
stripitcontrolsfromtherestof
theterritory,accordingtosatel-
lite imagery, further entrench-
ing the division of the tiny Pa-
lestinianenclave.
Morethan23kilometers(14

miles)havebeenconstructedin
recent months, running
through Palestinian commu-
nities demolished by themili-
tary.thatisequivalenttomore
thanhalfthelengthofthecoas-
talstrip,whichissome40kilo-
meters long and 11 kilometers
wide, and home to over 2mil-
lionPalestinians.
When presented with the

satellite images, israel’s mili-

tary confirmed to the associ-
atedPressithasbuiltaphysical
barrier in the area of the so-
called yellow line, the bound-
ary to which israeli troops
withdrew under the october

ceasefiredealwithHamas.
the linewas envisioned in

theUs-backed agreement as a
temporarydivisionoftheterri-
tory pending a fuller israeli
withdrawal. AP

AditiKhanna
London, July21

BritisH PriMe Minister
andy Burnham finalised his
topteamwithinhoursoftaking
charge at 10 downing street
and promoted British indian
minister for artificial intelli-
gence(ai)Kanishkanarayanto
theCabinet, andpurgingallies
of predecessor Keir starmer
fromthegovernment.
Burnham,whowas invited

toformthegovernmentbyKing
Charles onMonday, set about
unveilingtheteamofministers
whowill join him around the
Cabinet tablesoonafter.
lisa nandy is another in-

dian-originministerwhoholds
ontoherdepartment,withad-
ditionalresponsibilitiesassec-
retary of state for digital, Cul-
ture,Mediaandsport.
narayansaidhiselevation,as

Minister for ai, falling jointly
within the Cabinet office and
thedepartmentforBusiness,in-
novation, scienceandtrade, is
a sign of the new PM's "deep
commitment to ai's impor-
tance".“aiislikelythemostsig-
nificant technology in human
history. its impact will dwarf
other things. the best case for
it is compelling beyond our
dreams:areindustrialisedBrit-
ain, strongernational security,
publicservicestransformedfor
the better,” saidnarayan, who
was elected as the first indian-
originmember of Parliament
from Wales in the July 2024
generalelection.
the36-year-oldBihar-born

labour MP for the Vale of
glamorgan, who held the ai
brief as a junior minister in
former prime minister Keir
starmer's team, pledged to act
with "pace and ambition" and
"focus relentlessly on securing
Britishinfluenceinshapingai”.
“i will also bring to this job

the place i represent a consti-

tuency inWales, a nationwith
industry and ambition at its
heart,aproudhistoryofpunch-
ingaboveitsweightontheglo-
bal stage. a nationwhichwel-
comed a 12-year old and his
family,gaveusthebestchance
at opportunity, putme in Par-
liament asWales' first ethnic
minorityMP, and now affords
me thechance tomakeamark
inCabinet,"hesaid.
With roots inMuzaffarpur,

narayan's familymoved to the
WelshcapitalofCardiffwhenhe
wasalittleboy.Hestudiedatox-
ford and stanford universities
before entering politics after a
stint in the private sector and
hasbeenvocalabouttheimpor-
tanceoftheindia-UKties.
Meanwhile, lisa nandy is

reappointed to theministerial
role she has been in charge of

since July 2024with the addi-
tional responsibility for digital
services too.
the 44-year-old Man-

chester-born daughter of Cal-
cutta-born academic dipak
nandy and english mother
luiseByersisacloseallyofBurn-
hamas hisMakerfield consti-
tuency neighbour in Wigan,
within thegreaterManchester
region. in the lead-up to the
elevationoftheregion'sformer
mayor to primeminister, she
vouchedforhernewbossbeing
"faster and bolder" in the la-
bourParty's reformagenda.
among theother keyCabi-

net appointments, south
asian heritage shabana
Mahmoodholdson toher role
asHomesecretary,which she
described as “the best job in
thebusiness”. PTI

AssociatedPress
Washington, July21

tHeJUstiCedepartmentisin-
vestigating whether Harvard
University is allowingChinese
donors to create scholarships
thatexcludeamericanstudents,
adding to thebarrageof federal
inquiriesthetrumpadministra-
tion has opened in its battle
againsttheivyleagueschool.
Justicedepartmentofficials

announced the new review
Monday, sayingHarvard's for-
eign funding disclosures
"raised concerns" about poss-
ible discrimination against Us
students. the agency did not
specifywhichscholarshippro-
grams are being targeted and
emphasizedit"hasnotreached
any conclusions." the investi-

gation is aimed at Harvard's
"China-basedfinancialaidpro-
grams," the Justice depart-
mentsaid.theagencysaidChi-
nesedonorshavegivenmoney
toHarvardtosupportfinancial
aid programs limited to stu-
dents from certain countries.
that restriction could amount
to illegal discrimination based
on country of origin, the de-

partmentsaid.
"schoolscannottakefederal

dollars and then turn around
andacceptmoneyfromforeign
sourcestogivefinancialaidthat
deliberatelyexcludesamerican
citizens-doingsoisillegal,and
wewillstopitwhereverwefind
it," saidHarmeetdhillon,who
leads the department's Civil
rightsdivision.
Harvard said itwas review-

ingtheJusticedepartmentno-
tice. "Harvard follows the law
for requiredreportingofdona-
tions and, consistent with our
legalobligationsundertitleVi,
does not unlawfully discrimi-
nateonthebasisofrace,ethnic-
ity,ornationalorigininallocat-
ing financial aid," the
university said in a written
statement.

TrumpgovtopensprobeintoHarvard’s
financialaidfor internationalstudents

reuters
Beijing,Manila, July21

PHiliPPinePresidentferdi-
nandMarcos Jr. will summon
China's ambassador inManila,
hisofficesaidontuesday,hours
afterManila's envoy inBeijing
was similarly summoned fol-
lowingaccusationsbybothsides
ofprovokingtensionsinthecon-
testedsouthChinasea.
Presidential Communica-

tions Undersecretary Claire
Castro confirmed to reporters
Marcos had summoned Chi-
neseambassadorJingQuanat
5 pmontuesday.
the summoning of ambas-

sadors comes a day after the

PhilippinesandChinaaccused
each other an encounter in
thesecondthomasshoalofthe
southChinasea.Philippineof-
ficials said one of its navy per-
sonnelwas struck on the head
but Beijing said Manila pro-
vokedtheincident.
"the Philippine side pro-

vokedtheincidentfirst,yethas
turned around and made
counter-accusations,distorted
the facts and engaged inma-
licious hype," the Chinese for-
eign ministry said. the CCg
saidtworubberboatssentbythe
Philippines' grounded vessel
BrPsierraMadrerammedinto
a Chinese patrol boat in the
southChinasea.

Philippines,Chinasummon
eachother’senvoysover
SouthChinaSea incident

British-IndianNarayannamed
Britain’s firstminister forAI

vietnAM

Busbursts into
flamesafter
crash, 7killed
SeveNpeoplediedand
fivewereinjuredwhenabus
carryingpassengers
overnightburst intoflames
aftercrashingintoroadside
embankmentsnearsouth-
ernvietnam'sDongNaiCity
earlymonday,authorities
said.StatemediavNexpress
saidthattheaccidenttook
placeataround2:30a.m.,
whenthebusveeredoffthe
roadandstruckanembank-
ment. Itcontinuedmoving
beforehittingasecondem-
bankmentandcomingtoa
stop.AP

greeCe

Manstabs
touristsnear
theAcropolis
amaNstabbedand
woundedtwotouriststues-
daymorningnearthe
ancientacropolis inathens,
greece'stoptouristattrac-
tion,policesaid, inwhatap-
pearedtobearandom
attack.theassailant, ident-
ifiedonlyasa60-year-old
greekman,attackedagreek
americancouplewitha
knifeonapedestrianstreet
nearanentrancetothear-
chaeologicalsiteandnear
theentrancetotheacropolis
museum,whichliesatthe
footoftheacropolishill.AP

Israelbuildingearthenbarrier
insideGaza,dividing thestrip

Asatellite image fromPlanet LabsPBCshowsasectionof an
earthenbarrier beingbuilt inGaza. AP

HarvardUniversity campus

reuters
Dubai, July21

iran’s foreign Ministry
spokesmanwarnedBulgariaon
tuesday against allowing the
Us to use its territory formili-
taryoperationsagainst iran.
theBulgarian government

has said itwill seekparliamen-
tary approval to station up to
eightUstankeraircraftatanair
base in the Balkan country,
which is a member of nato
andtheeuropeanUnion.
Ministryspokesmanesmail

Baghaei said any activity that
facilitates Us attacks on iran
wouldamounttocomplicityin
what he described as “aggres-
sion andwar crimes”, accord-
ing to iranianstatemedia.
Baghaei urgedBulgaria not

tobecome“anaccompliceofag-
gressorsandlawbreakers”,they
said. the tanker aircraft are
mainly used for airborne re-
fuellingofotheraircraft.
Bulgaria’sgovernmentaims

to station theUsaircraft at the
Bezmermilitary facility, about
260km(160miles)southeastof
thecapitalsofia.
theUsandiranhaveinten-

sified strikes since an interim
ceasefire deal signed a
month ago unravelled, raising
thepossibilityofareturntoall-
outwar.

tehranwarns
bulgaria
againstaiding
usmilitaryops

lneighbourhoodwatch

nePAl

Govtwithdraws
3%taxonpvt
education,health
NepalgoverNmeNton
tuesdaywithdrewthe three
percentequity tax imposed
onprivateeducationand
healthsectors following
widespreadpublic
criticism. Inasocialmedia
post,pmBalendraShah
said thedecisionwas taken
after theproposed levy trig-
geredconcernsoveraddi-
tional financialburdenon
thepublic.PTI

PAKistAn

12peoplekilled
inrain-related
incidents inKPK
atleaSt12people, includ-
ingfivechildren,havebeen
killedand18injuredinvari-
ous incidents triggeredby
heavyrainsandflashfloods
acrossKhyberpakhtun-
khwa,authoritiessaidon
tuesday.thecasualtiesoc-
curredduetocollapsing
roofsandwallsofhouses,as
wellaspeoplebeingswept
awaybyflashfloods,accord-
ingtoareportpDma.PTI

lThenewfaces
NewBritishPrimeMinisterAndyBurnhamnamedhis
ministerial teamonMonday.Hereare somewhohave
beengiven the top jobs in thenewgovernment

JohnheAley,
cHAncelloroF
tHeexcHequer

Wesstreeting,
DeFence

SecretAry

MiAttA
FAhnbulleh,

energySecretAry

edMilibAnd
ForeIgn

SecretAry

yvetteCooPer,
HeAltH

SecretAry

KAnishKA
nArAyAn,
AI SecretAry

AssociatedPress
Washington, July21

Presidentdonaldtrump
pledgedtohelplebanon“alot”
duringaWhiteHousemeeting
ontuesdaywith the country's
leader,Josephaoun,whocame
topushforlong-termcalmafter
months of war between israel
andtheiran-backedHezbollah
militantgroup.
"it's been a very badly

treated place and country and
we're going to have it properly
treatedandtreatedwiththere-
spect it deserves," trump told
aoun during ameetingwhich
wrapped up the lebanese
leader's four-dayvisit toWash-
ington. "We're gonna help it a
lot," he said, without giving
concretedetails.
the Us has pushed for

peace in lebanonbut been in-
creasingly distracted by a new
round of escalation with the
wariniran,whichhasdestabil-
isedmuchofWestasia.

USvows tohelp
Lebanonduring
leaders’meeting
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lizmathew, Jatinanand
&anonnaDutt
NewDelhi, July21

in FiRST remarks after police
cracked down on cockroach
Janta party-led protesters
marching towards parliament
to press for the resignation of
Union education minister
Dharmendra pradhan, prime
ministernarendramodi,while
defending the steps taken by
his government in thewake of
the neeT-Ug question paper
leak,calledfora“foolproofsys-
tem” to prevent any future oc-
currenceofanexampaperleak.
Speaking at a meeting of

nDA parliamentary party
leaders Tuesday, modi sug-
gestedthatmpstaketheleadin
reachingouttostudentsacross
thenationonthe issue,under-
lining that the future of the
youthwas top priority and all
parties should treat it as a na-
tional issue rather than an op-
portunity forpartisanpolitics.
he promised the “strictest

possible punishment” to those

behind the neeT paper leak.
“Ek ek ko dandit karna hoga
(eachoneofthemhastobepun-
ished),”hewasquotedashaving
said.
Followingthemeeting,par-

liamentary Affairs minister
KirenRijijusaidtheprimemin-
ister sought a “foolproof sys-
tem” to prevent future exam
paper leaks.
“ontheneeTexamination,

the prime minister said the
»ContinueDonpaGe2

Happening
today

UnionHealthMinisterJPnadda
withaninjuredpersonatLady
HardingeHospital,Tuesday.Pti

someof the injuredprotestersat JantarMantar, Tuesday. AbhiNAvSAhA

Oppositionralliesbehindprotesters,
LoPholdssit-inoutsidePMresidence

poliCe, Centre unDer Fire oVer CraCKDoWnon protesters; paWar, uDDhaV, KeJriWal Go to Jantarmantar

Futureofyouthbeyond
politics, saysPM,calls
for ‘foolproof’exams

tabshirshams,Drishti Jain
&VidheeshaKuntamalla
NewDelhi, July21

ATeAcheR, an unemployed
graduate, a clothing shop
owner, a student, shopworker,
asocialworker,andmanymore.
Several protesterswhohad

spentmondaynight inhospital
afterbeing injured in thepolice
crackdown on the cJp-led

»ContinueDonpaGe2

manojCG&asadrehman
NewDelhi, July21

ADAYafterpoliceusedteargas
and lathis to stop thousandsof
youngprotestersfrommarching
towardsparliament to seek the
resignationofUnioneducation
ministerDharmendrapradhan
over exampaper leaks,opposi-
tionpartiesralliedbehindthem
Tuesday,visitingtheprotestsite,
meeting the injured, echoing

theirdemandsandstagingasit-
in outside theprimeminister’s
residenceinnewDelhi.
Turningup theheat on the

government,oppositionleaders
slammedthepoliceuseof force
against theprotesters,manyof
themstudents,andtargetedthe
governmentbycallingit“insen-
sitive”and“authoritarian”.
Joiningthechorusforprad-

han’sresignation,thecongress
stagedasit-inoutsidetheprime

minister’s residence at 7, Lok
Kalyanmarg. Top leaders de-
tainedafteranearlythree-hour
protest includedLeaderofop-
position Rahul gandhi, con-
gress president mallikarjun
Kharge, Karnataka chiefmin-
isterDKShivakumar,congress
leader andmp priyanka gan-
dhiVadraandSamajwadiparty
presidentAkhileshYadav.They
werereleased later.

»ContinueDonpaGe2

Deeptimantiwary
NewDelhi, July21

WiTh The population enu-
meration phase of the nation-
wide census just six months
away, the Registrar general of
india (Rgi) is learnt tobegrap-
plingwiththemethodologyfor
caste enumeration that is
meanttobeapartofit.Sources
said two broad options are
under consideration: allowing
respondentstostatetheircaste
inanopen-endedformatorre-
strictingentriestoadrop-down
menuof recognisedcastes.
While the first option risksa

repeat of the 2011 Socio econ-
omic andcastecensus (Secc)
experience,whenmorethan46
lakhdistinct castenameswere
listed by respondents, the sec-
ondislearnttohaverunintore-
sistance from the RSS. The
Sanghparivar believes a drop-
downmenubased on existing
castelistswouldeffectivelyrein-
forcethecastearchitectureinsti-
tutionalisedduringBritishrule.

“it is a difficult exercise.
Therearemultiplesuggestions
andobjections,all ofwhichare
being considered. Various
methods are being tested, in-
cluding open-ended enumer-
ationandwaystoavoidarepeat
of the 2011 outcome. caste is a
sensitivesubject,andanyerror
can have serious political
ramifications,” a government
sourcesaid.

»ContinueDonpaGe2

expRessspecial

Census:6months
togo,Govtexplores
howtocountcaste

ChoicesbeforeGovt

explained

Whileoneoptionrisksare-
peatof the2011SECC,when
morethan46lakhdistinct
castenameswere listedby
respondents, theSanghPa-
rivarbelievesadrop-down
menuwouldeffectivelyre-
inforcethecastearchitec-
ture institutionaliseddur-
ingBritishrule.

shubhajitroy
NewDelhi, July21

inDiAonTuesdaysummoned
theRussian charge d’Affaires
(cDA)andconveyed“unequivo-
cal condemnation” and “grave
concern”overthedeathsoffour
indian seafarers in a Russian
missile strike on a merchant
vesseloffthecoastofUkraine.

“Today, theRussianchargé
d’Affaires,mrVladimirLadanov,
wassummonedto theministry
ofexternalAffairs.Theministry
conveyedindia'sgraveconcerns
andunequivocalcondemnation
oftheattackonthecommercial
vesselMVGoldenLeoon19July
2026,whichresultedinthetragic
lossoffourindianlives,empha-
sising that suchattacksunder-
minethesafety,securityandsta-
bilityof internationalmaritime
commerce,” themeAsaid in a
statement.
“The Russian chargé d’Af-

faireswas requested to convey
india’s strong concerns to his

»ContinueDonpaGe2

ritikaChopra
Mumbai, July21

TheDemAnD for theeduca-
tion minister’s resignation is
“political” and there’s no “suc-
cumbing”toit;thelapsesbehind
theneeT leakhavebeen fixed;
admissionsunder the three lar-
gest entrance examinations,
neeT retest, cUeT and Jee
main, are largely on track; and
thegovernmentisopentoade-
bateontheissueinparliament.
Thiswasthe“official”sense

at the senior level of the gov-
ernment Tuesday, a day after
the Jantar mantar protests,

which started with the neeT
leak controversy, intensified
leading to a police crackdown
intheheartof thecapital.
in conversations with The

IndianExpress, senior govern-
ment functionaries said the
centre has no intention of
yieldingtodemandsforeduca-
tion minister Dharmendra
pradhan’sresignation,arguing
that it has neither denied the
lapses nor attempted to evade
responsibility.
“There was a problem.We

have said this on record and
have taken responsibility on

»ContinueDonpaGe2

Govt signal:Ready for
debate,demandfor
resignationpolitical

RussianCharged’Affairesvladimir Ladanovat theMinistryof
externalAffairs innewDelhi onTuesday. ANi

Anambulanceat theunder-construction tunnel insikkim’snamchidistrict, Tuesday. Pti

sweetyKumari
Kolkata, July21

ABLAST that officials suspect
was caused by amethane gas
leakinsideanunder-construc-
tiontunnelinSikkim’snamchi
district onmonday has led to
the death of at least 20 people
and left fiveothers trapped.

Theincidentoccurredinside
aseven-kmunder-construction
tunnel of the Teesta Stage-Vi
hydroelectric project near Sa-
mardung.Thoseatthesiteatthe
time of the incident included
high-level personnel from the
nationalhydroelectric power
corporationandproject devel-
oper patel engineering, who
wereonaroutineinspection.
“out of those 25 trapped

inside the tunnel, 20 are
confirmed dead,” namchi

»ContinueDonpaGe2

20deadafter blast at
under-construction
tunnel inSikkim

LeaderofoppositionRahulGandhiandsP’sAkhileshyadavbeingdetainedoutside thePM’s residence,Tuesday. AbhiNAvSAhA
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Mamataremainscrowdpuller, ‘rebelTMC’unimpressive,Congspringssurprise
ravikBhattacharya&
atrimitra
Kolkata, July21

ThecompeTingJuly21mar-
tyrs'Dayprogrammes,thefirst
sincetheSuvenduAdhikari-led
BJp government took charge,
across Kolkata laid
bare the shifting
political ground
within the Trina-
mool congress (Tmc). While
formerchiefministermamata
Banerjee drew a large turnout
despiterecentsetbacksandor-
ganisationalturmoil,rivalTmc

factions struggled tomobilise
support, even as the congress
surprised observers with a
massivegathering.
mamata's rally near the

Birla planetariumwitnessed
thousands of supporters spil-
ling onto adjoining roads

through the after-
noon. not very far
awayonmayoRoad,
the rebel Tmc fac-

tion led by Leader of the op-
position in theAssembly (Lop)
Ritabrata Banerjee saw a com-
paratively thin gathering. in
Delhi, another breakaway

group comprising 20 Lok
SabhampsledbySudipBaner-
jeeandKakolighoshDastidar,
nowmergedwiththenational-
ist citizens party of india
(ncpi), observedmartyrs' Day
atRajghat.
The annual July 21 rally

commemorates the 13 Youth
congress workers who were
killed in police firing during a
march to the then state secre-
tariatWriters'Buildingin1993.
For two decades after Tmc

came to power, the event re-
mainedoneofKolkata’sbiggest
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TMCchiefMamataBanerjeeatparty’s rally nearBirlaPlanetarium; rebel TMC MLAsFirhadHakimandRitabrataBanerjeeatMayoRoad,Congress rally inKolkata, Tuesday.
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lunionministerSJaishankar
tobe inPhilippines fora two-day
visit,duringwhichhewill attend
meetingsunderASEANframe-
workandalsomeethiscounter-
parts fromQuadcountries. P5

ltheramtempletrustwill
hold its secondmeeting amid
thedonation ‘theft’ row.

Kolkata



GandhiwastakentoChhatrasal
StadiumintheModelTownarea
andVadra toMandirMarg po-
licestation.CongressParliamen-
tary Party chairperson Sonia
Gandhi reached the Mandir
Margpolice stationwhileCon-
gressworkers showedupat the
Chhatrasalstadium.
Thegovernment said it had

agreed to Rahul Gandhi’s de-
mandforadiscussioninParlia-
mentontheissueofpaperleaks,
but he later went back on his
wordandinsistedthatPradhan
mustresign.
Late at night, Pradhan, in a

postonX,hitoutatGandhiand
theCongress, saying they“con-
tinuetoshamelesslyexploitstu-
dentsaspolitical tools tomanu-
facture disruption during the
MonsoonSessionofParliament”.
Criticisingthemfor“causing

inconveniencetothepublicand
disregardingestablished secur-
ity protocols” by staging a
dharna outside the PM’s resi-
dence, he said, “Even after the
Governmentconveyeditsread-
iness for a comprehensive dis-
cussion, the Congress chose
political spectacle over demo-
cratic debate. Their objective
wasneversolutionsforstudents,
it was disruption for political
headlines. For Rahul Gandhi,
thisisnotaboutstudents.Thisis
aboutmanufacturing confron-

tation after every genuine av-
enue for discussion has been
opened.”
“OurGovernment remains

100%committed todiscussing
NEET and addressing every
genuineconcernofouryouthon
the floor of theHouse.The stu-
dentsofIndiadeservefarbetter
thanbeing treatedasprops ina
political campaign. They de-
serve certainty over chaos, sol-
utionsoverslogansandrespon-
sibilityoverdisruption.Weowe
ourstudentsmorethanoutrage.
Weowe themanswers, reforms
and accountability. That is
exactlywhatourgovernmentre-
mainscommittedtodelivering,”
Pradhansaid.
Intheafternoon,hoursafter

Gandhi and Vadra visited in-
juredprotestersattheRMLHos-
pital, CongressMPs received a
messagefromAICCgeneralsec-
retary (organisation)KCVenu-
gopal asking themto “reach 10,
RajajiMarg,Newdelhi at 3pm
today… to formally greet Con-
gresspresidentonhisbirthday.”
When they showed up at

Kharge’s residence, theywere
toldaboutthemarchtothePM’s
residence.ItleftsomeoftheMPs
surprised,oneofwhomtoldThe
IndianExpress that the leaders
didn’t tell them in advance
about the sit-in because they
didn’twanttoalertthepolice.
KeralaChiefMinisterVdSa-

theesan was in Kerala House
when he came to know about
the sit-in and joined his col-

leagues. But he left after some
time.
In a socialmedia post from

the protest site, Gandhi urged
“everypatriotic Indianwhobe-
lievesour studentsdeserve jus-
tice”tojointhedharna.
Followinghiscall,NCP(Sha-

radPawar) leader Supriya Sule
andSP’sAkhileshyadav joined
theprotest.
Thegovernmentdispatched

MinisterofStateJitendraSingh
to speak toGandhi. Singh said
Gandhiinitiallydemandedthat
the government agree to adis-
cussion in Parliament on the
NEET issue and the ongoing
protest at Jantar Mantar.
“Within a fewmoments, after
takingpermissionfromthegov-
ernment’s top leadership, Shri
RahulGandhiwasassured that
his demand had been ac-
cepted… the government is
readytodiscussinParliamentall
issues related toNEETand the
associatedmovement,” Singh
wroteonX.
According to Singh, when

Gandhi was informed about
this, hewent back onhisword
and sought an assurance on
Pradhan’s resignation. “When
anattemptwasmadetohumbly
explain tohim that for a senior
leader like him to backtrack
fromhisword so quickly does
notbefithim,hesaidthatitishis
prerogative.When theHome
Secretary tried to explain that
thissiteisnotsuitableforasit-in,
hisresponsewasthatitisalsohis

prerogative to sit wherever he
wants,”hesaid.
Hours later, the police

moved in todetain theOpposi-
tionleadersandtookthemaway
inbuses.
TheAAP,however, targeted

theCongress, claiming that its
dharnawasanattempttodivert
attention from theCockroach
Janta Party’s protest. AAPMP
Sanjay Singh said, “Toweaken
CJP’s dharna, Modi ji has
allowedRahulGandhitoprotest
outsidehisresidence.”
Following the massive as-

sembly of youth in theheart of
theCapitalMonday,thesensein
Congresswas that it could not
allow apublic perception that
theCJPwas spearheading the
movement against paper leaks
andexamination irregularities,
especially since Gandhi had
been raising the same set of is-
suesforawhileandhadheldtwo
publicengagements–inKotain
Juneanddehradunlastweek.
Inaway,Congresswasoutto

reclaim the space, especially
since Monday’s protests re-
flected the anger among a sec-
tion of the youth.And that too
whenmostofthenon-Congress
Oppositionhad rallied behind
activist SonamWangchukand
theCJP.
NCP(SP)chiefSharadPawar,

AAP’sArvindKejriwalandShiv
SenaUBT’sUddhavThackeray
wereamongOppositionleaders
whovisitedJantarMantarpro-
testvenueTuesday.

TheIndIAnexPreSS2 WedneSdAy, July22, 2026 TheSecondPage

The caste enumerationwill
happenalongwith thepopula-
tion enumerationphase of the
Census, whichwill start early
nextyear.
The2011SECCfailed topro-

duce usable caste data largely
becauseofpoordataquality,the
absenceofastandardizedcaste
registryandflawsinoperational
design.Sincerespondentscould
self-reportcastenameswithout
verification, theexercisegener-
ated an administrative night-
mare. The final dataset con-
tainednearly46.7 lakhdistinct
castenames,comparedwiththe
4,147 castes recorded in the last
comprehensive caste census
conductedbackin1931.
The Union government

eventually withheld the raw
castedata.
Asperthedrop-downmenu

proposal under consideration,
Central and state caste lists
wouldbecombined,withmany
states maintaining their own
listsofOBCandothercastesthat
differfromtheCentral list.
At present, theCensus cap-

tures castes only for Scheduled
Castes (SCs) and Scheduled
Tribes (STs). TheCensus enu-
meration application already
containsadrop-downmenufor
notified SC and ST commu-
nities, while all others are re-
cordedsimplyas‘Others’.
As per this proposal, there

would be a separate OBC cat-

egoryorallcasteswouldbelisted
under the ‘Others’ category
through the comprehensive
drop-down menu, drawing
frombothCentralandstatelists.
TheRGIwouldmaintainaback-
end database mapping each
castetotheappropriateclassifi-
cation.
AnRSSfunctionarysaidthe

Sangh was uneasy with this.
“Whatwehavetodayislargelya
caste architecture created and
institutionalisedby theBritish.
IftheCensusreliesonthosevery
lists, it will end up further en-
trenchingastructurethat,inour
view,was deliberately used by
the colonial administration to
keepIndiansocietydivided.”
TheRSShaslongarguedthat

while caste identities existed in
India,BritishCensusoperations
transformed what it sees as
relativelyfluidandlocalisedso-
cial identities into rigid, legally
recognised categories. Accord-
ing to this view, repeated colo-
nial enumeration thus
weakenedbroaderHindusocial
cohesionbymakingcasteaper-
manentadministrativeidentity.
“It isan issue that is likely to

createproblemswhicheverway
it is done. But the government
hasmadeacommitmenttocon-
duct caste enumeration, and it
will be done. TheRGIwill find
the best possible method,”
another government source
said.

record. The government is not
runningaway fromit,”a senior
governmentfunctionarysaid.
The government’s argu-

ment is that the focus should
now be on ensuring a smooth
academic session rather than
reopeningacontroversyitcon-
sidersadministrativelysettled.
Officials cited the progress

onNEET,CUETandJEEMain
admissions. “Themajority of
students have gone back to
campuses,” the functionary

said, adding thatdelhiUniver-
sity’s admission of around
72,000 students is an indicator
that academic activity has re-
sumed.
The Centre’s assessment is

that those continuing to lead
the protests are no longer the
“primary stakeholders” af-
fectedby theexaminationpro-
cess. “Wearenotsayingpeople
shouldnotprotest. Inademoc-
racy,peoplehaveeveryright to
protest,” another senior func-
tionarysaid.“Butwhoisraising
the issue,how it isbeing raised
andwho is behind it arediffer-
entquestions.”

Thatdistinctionalsounder-
pinsthegovernment’srefusalto
entertain demands that the
EducationMinisterstepdown.
Asked whether the minister
shouldoffer to resignonmoral
grounds after two paper leak
controversiesduringhistenure,
a senior functionary, privy to
thegovernment’sdeliberations,
repeatedly described the de-
mandas“apoliticalquestion”.
“Itisapoliticalquestion,”he

said, declining to answer di-
rectly. “Shouldwe succumb to
politicalpressure?”heasked,ar-
guingthatthegovernmenthad
alreadyacceptedresponsibility

andtakencorrectivemeasures.
“The systemwas compro-

misedbypeoplewetrusted.We
are not the paper mafia. We
wereletdownbypeoplewithin
the systemwe trusted.We did
not hide the leak.We accepted
responsibilityandtriedtofixit,”
hesaid.
Evenasitrefusestoconcede

thedemandforresignation,the
government says it is not op-
posed toadiscussion inParlia-
ment.“Thereshouldbedebate.
Thereshouldbedialogueinthe
House.Thegovernmentisfully
preparedtoanswereveryques-
tion,” theofficial said.

Superintendent of Police (SP)
SonamdBhutia said. The SP
added that bodies of 12 have
been recoveredduring the res-
cueandsearchoperationsbeing
carriedoutbymultipleagencies.
The ongoing rescue oper-

ationinvolvedtheNationaldis-
aster Response Force (NdRF),
the State disaster Response
Force (SdRF), the Fire and
EmergencyServices, andother
agencies.
The NHPC said in a state-

ment that the incident was
caused by the “sudden ex-
plosion of trapped/embedded
suspectedmethane gaswithin
the rocks, resulting in dense
smoke and toxic gases”. The
statementsaidthatimmediately
after the incident, “the project
teamactivateditsemergencyre-
sponseprotocols”,andthatthey
wereworkinginclosecoordina-
tionwiththedistrictadministra-
tion,NdRF,SdRF,localauthor-
ities and other emergency
agencies. “Inaddition,aspecial
rescue team from dGMines-
Safetyhas also reached the site
forrescueoperations,”itsaid.
The tunnel,which is part of

the hydroelectric project, was
being constructed to transport
high-pressurewater from the
reservoir directly to thepower-
house,whichhas the turbines
andgenerators.
Policesourcessaid thatdur-

ingtheongoingexcavationwork

forthetunnel,workersarelikely
tohaveinadvertentlyhitpockets
of trappedmethanegaswithin
therocklayers.Theescapinggas
would thenbuilduprapidly in-
sidetheenclosedtunnelandig-
nite,causinganexplosion.This
then likely led to a cave-in, the
sourcessaid.
Sikkim Governor Om Pra-

kashMathurandChiefMinister
PremSinghTamangvisitedthe
sitetoreviewrescueoperations.
Tamang announced Rs 4

lakh ex gratia for the family
membersofthedeceasedandRs
50,000 for injuredpersons. Ina
socialmediapost,hesaidhewas
closelymonitoring the rescue
operationsandhaddirectedall
concernedauthoritiestoextend
every possible assistance, ex-
peditetherescueefforts,anden-
sure that thehighest standards
of safety are strictly followed
throughouttheoperation.
PM Narendra Modi an-

nounced ex gratia of Rs 2 lakh
each to thekinof thedeceased
and Rs 50,000 each to the in-
jured.
West Bengal ChiefMinister

Suvendu Adhikari also ex-
pressed concern over the inci-
dent.“Wearecloselymonitoring
the developments as there is a
strongpossibility that someof
the affectedworkers belong to
ourJalpaiguridistrict,”hesaidin
asocialmediapost.HesaidWest
Bengal minister Bishal Lama
and thedistrictMagistrate of
darjeeling“arepersonallyrush-
ingtothesiteoftheincident”.

—WiThPTiiNPuT

authorities that the targetingof
commercialshippingandthere-
sulting loss of innocent civilian
livesareunacceptableandmust
beavoided,”itsaid.
WhileIndiawasquicktocon-

demn the attack onMonday, it
didnotnameRussia.Thenam-
ing, and summoning, of aRus-
siandiplomatonTuesdayissig-
nificant, considering delhi is
perceivedtobeclosertoMoscow
and has done the diplomatic
tightropewalkoverthelastfour
yearsoftheRussia-Ukrainewar.
While there have been

deathsofIndianseafarersinthe
US-Iranwariinthelastfour-and-
a-halfmonths, this is the first
time that Indian sailors have
diedintheRussia-Ukrainewar.
According to theUkrainian

Air Force, Russian forces
launched three cruisemissiles,
oneofwhichstruckGoldenLeo
—aTurkish-ownedmerchant
vessel sailing under the flag of
Guinea-Bissau—while it was
departingUkraine'sOdesaport
Sunday. The strike killed 10
people, including four Indians.
TheMEAhad said another In-
dian sailorwas “hospitalised in
acriticalcondition”.
While theCentre isyet tore-

leasethenamesofthedead,two
sailors havebeen identified by
theirfamiliesasAkhilJoyan,26,
of Kerala’s Kasaragod district,
and Abhishek Nishad, 22, of
deoriainUttarPradesh.

politicalmobilisations,bringing
central parts of the city to a
standstill.
Thisyear,however,thecom-

memorationswere split across
multiplevenues.Followingpro-
hibitoryorders imposedby the
KolkataPoliceinEsplanade,the
CalcuttaHighCourtallowedthe
TMCtoholditsprogrammenear
theBirlaPlanetarium.
TheRitabrata-led rebel fac-

tionwaspermitted to organise
itseventneartheMahatmaGan-
dhistatueontheMaidan,while
theCongresshelditsrallyatthe
ShahidMinargrounds.
Addressing supporters,Ma-

mata invoked theOpposition
INdIAblocwhiletargetingboth
theBJPandtherebelfactions.“I
believe that those who have
gatheredherearethetruewealth
ofBengal.Theyare thegreatest
strength of our movement.
Theircommitmentandcourage
cannotbemeasuredbymoney
or power. It is because of them
thatthismovementcontinuesto

growdespite every challenge.
Noamountofintimidation,har-
assment, or political pressure
canweakenourresolve.Wehave
facedchallengesbefore,andwe
will continue to face themwith
courage. As long as the people
remainunited, no forcewill be
able to stop our struggle or si-
lence our voice.despite facing
countless temptations,offersof
money,humiliationanddepri-
vation, theynever abandoned
us,”shesaid,addingthatshewill
continue to travel across the
stateandremainamongpeople.
Referringtotherecentshow-

downindelhi,Mamatasaidthat
runningagovernmentrequires
discipline and adherence to
democratic norms. “Recent
eventsindelhihaveshownhow
quickly situations can escalate
duringpoliticalconfrontations.
IhaveheardreportsfromParlia-
mentthatthecircumstancesbe-
came so tense that even the
PrimeMinister(NarendraModi)
hadtoalterhisplans.Thesede-

velopments remindus that sta-
bility anddemocratic conduct
mustalwaysbeprotected. If in-
justice and intimidation con-
tinue, our movement will re-
mainonthestreets,”sheadded.
Reiteratinghercommitment

to theOpposition INdIAbloc,
with which she has had an
uneasy relationship,Mamata
said, “On Rabindra Jayanti, I
madeitclear that Ihavenoper-
sonal egoorbitterness towards
anyone. Across India,we fight
together as part of the INdIA
bloc,andwedothesameinBen-
gal.Mypriorityhasalwaysbeen
theprotectionofdemocracy.”
Withoutnamingindividuals,

Mamataalsotrainedgunsather
formerpartycolleagues.“Iwant
to tell those who have spent
years in the TMC and later
changedtheirstandthatoneday
everymaskwillcomeoff.Many
have left because of the fear of
agencies.Around40,000cases
havebeenregisteredagainstour
partyworkers,”shesaid.

RebelstargetAbhishek
Even asMamata slammed

herex-colleagues,herformeras-

sociateMadanMitralauncheda
scathingattackonhernephew,
Abhishek Banerjee, from the
rebelTMCstageonMayoRoad.
Mentioning Abhishek’s

name,hesaid:“TheCMofBen-
galdidnotmakeyouacelebrity.
LakhsofTrinamoolworkersand
supportersmadeyouacelebrity.
ThemoneywithwhichAbhis-
hek travels onchartered flights
is themoneyof lakhs of Trina-
moolworkers.youcomeonfoot,
andwewill layourneckscarves
atyourfeet.”
TMCpresidentChandrima

Bhattacharyaalsoslammedthe
Mamata faction. “They (Ma-
mata faction) should feel
ashamedseeingour gathering.
We do not have limits on the
numberofpeopleattendingbut
they will be in contempt of a
courtorderiftheirstrengthgoes
beyond2,500,”shesaid.

Congsurprisesitself
TheCongressrallyatShahid

Minaremergedasanothertalk-
ingpoint of theday,with thou-
sands of supporters arriving
fromdistricts across the state.
The large gathering left some

partyleaderstoosurprised.
"The crowdhas overflowed

beyond the ShahidMinar. The
police are not allowing party
workers to enter. Such a large
gathering is amajor success for
the Congress. This is only the
trailer; changewill definitely
come,” former Congress MP
AdhirRanjanChowdhurysaid.
State Congress president

Subhankar Sarkar said 11 party
workers were injured while
travelling to the rally and had
been admitted to the R G Kar
Hospital.He also announceda
series ofprogrammes fromAu-
gust 9 toAugust 14, includinga
rally atBrigadeParadeGround
betweenJanuary 15andFebru-
ary 15,whichLeader of theOp-
positionintheLokSabhaRahul
Gandhiisexpectedtoattend.
Speaking at the event, na-

tional president of the youth
Congress,UdayBhanuChibac-
cused the TMC of being the
BJP’sB-team.“TheBJP iscon-
trollingtheTMC.Wedonotfear
(UnionHomeMinister) Amit
Shah.Wewillhitthestreetsand
then see what happens,”
hesaid.

marchtoParliamentmadetheir
way back to the protest site at
Jantar Mantar on Tuesday.
Somewalkedwithalimp,others
with freshbandages,while vol-
unteers guided themtowards a
smaller stage that had been
turned into amakeshift relief
area.
AjitSingh,30,ateacherwho

coachesB.Edstudentsandlives
in Paschim Vihar, said he
headedback to theprotest site
fromLadyHardingeHospitalat
11 am. “I had been fasting for
two-three days before joining
themarch,”hesaid.
Singhsaidhewaswalkingon

ParliamentStreetwhen thepo-
licemovedin.“Wetoldthemwe
hadn’t eaten and couldn’t run.
Weaskedthemtospareus.ButI
was hitwith a lathi first onmy
head, thenmyhands. I sawmy
friendHammadbeingkickedby
amaninplainclothescarryinga
lathi.Hecollapsed,”hesaid.
Teargaslefthimunabletosee

clearlyfornearlysixhours,Singh
said.Hewas treated for injuries
tohishead,lefthandandlegsin
the orthopaedicswingof Lady
HardingeHospital.“I joinedthe
protest because I ama teacher,
andIhavetoshowmyfacetomy
students. The injusticedone to
themisintolerable,”hesaid.
despite leaving thehospital

onlyhoursearlier,Singhsaidhe
felt compelled to return. “Al-
thoughthegovernmentisunre-
sponsive,we shall continue to
fightforthestudents,”hesaid.
Singh’sfriendHammad(30)

wasbackat JantarMantar by 3
pm—just ninehours after the
socialworker fromTonk inRa-
jasthanhadwalkedoutofLady
Hardinge Hospital, where he
had spent thenight after being
injuredonhisheadandhand.
“I want the police officers

whohitwomenprotesters tobe
detained...Iamweakinbodybut
not in resolve,” saidHammad,
an LLB dropout who says he
spentthepast23daysatthepro-
testsite.
Recalling the crackdown,

Hammadsaidhehadbeen sit-
tingon thekerbwitharound25
protestersnear theParliament

Streetpolice stationbarricades.
“Therewerefivemeninuniform
andabout 10 incivilianclothes.
Theystartedhittingmewith la-
this. I fell to theground. ‘Getup
fromhere’,theytoldme,”hesaid.
A few friends carriedhimto

anearbymedical camp, buthe
gotcaughtupinthelathicharge
whenpolicebeganclearing the
area,hesaid.“Ifellunconscious
forabouthalf-an-hourafterthey
broughtme to the tent. Later, I
layoutsidethepoliceboothnear
Jantar Mantar for nearly two
hoursbeforetheytookmetothe
hospital,”hesaid.
Sittinginfrontofthestageat

JantarMantar,25-year-oldRitik
Ghosle’srightfootstillborescars
of thepreviousday’s police ac-
tion. The clothing shopowner
fromPunesaidhe flewtodelhi
tojointheprotestthreedaysago
andwent toRMLHospitalafter
beinginjuredonMonday.
“I studied only till Class 10,

but I want the children of our
country tohave abetter future
thanme,”hesaid,addingthathe
returned to theprotest site be-
cause he “didn’t want to leave
themovementhalfway”.
Nearby sat John (18), a stu-

dentwithabandagearoundhis
head after being struckwith a
lathiwhile leavingJantarMan-
tar onMonday. “If I don’t fight
today,Ihavenootheroptionbut
tostudyabroad,”hesaid.
Narendra (22),whoworksat

a general store inHaryana, suf-
fered injuries on thebackofhis
knee and hands in the lathi
charge.Hewasdischargedfrom
LadyHardingeHospitalat9am
and came directly to Jantar
Mantar“becauseofthesuicides
(related topaper leaks) and for
ourfuturegenerations,”hesaid.
Karan, a graduate fromRa-

jasthan, said he had been dis-
charged fromLadyHardinge
Hospitalinthemorning.Unem-
ployed for thepast three years,
the 24-year-old saidhehad at-
temptedthedelhiPoliceandRa-
jasthanPoliceconstablerecruit-
mentexamswithoutsuccess.He
said he joined the protest be-
cause hewas “fed upwith the
paperleaks”.Hesaidheneedsto
get back home to prepare for
“anotherrecruitmentexamnext
week”.“ButIwilltakepartinthe
protestheretomorrow,too.”

Martyrs’Dayrally

Envoy

Govtsignal

Oppsit-in

Sikkim

Cauvery cause
Policekeepwatchas farmersbury themselves in thesandon
theCauvery riverbed,while stagingaprotest toblockor limit
the release of the riverwater toTamilNadu, inTiruchirappalli
district onTuesday. pti

Nikhilghanekar
NewDelhi, July21

THEHIGH-POWEREdCom-
mittee constituted by the Su-
premeCourttoexamineissues
surrounding the Aravalli Hills
andRanges Tuesday officially
sought representations, sug-
gestions, and inputs from a
broad spectrum of stake-
holders, including the states
acrosswhichtherangespans.
Accordingtoagovernment

press release, the panel has in-
vitedcommentsfromenviron-
mentalists, conservationists,
non-profit organisations,min-
ing leaseholders, project pro-
ponents, villagers, farmers,
mineworkers, and local com-
munities whose livelihoods
andwell-beingareintrinsically
tiedtotheregion’sbiodiversity.
Submissions,supported"to

the extent possible" by docu-
mentaryevidenceorverifiable
material, must be submitted
via email or an official Google
Formwithin 21 days of the no-
tice.
The Supreme Court estab-

lished the panel under the
leadershipofKanchandevi,di-
rector General of the Indian
Council of Forestry Research
andEducation (ICFRE), to ob-
taina"fair, impartial,andinde-
pendent" assessment. The
committee'smandate is to re-
solve critical ambiguities inan
October2025reportsubmitted
by anEnvironment Secretary-
led panel. The panel is sched-
uled to submit its comprehen-
sive report to the court by
August31.
Previously,aSCbenchcom-

prising Chief Justice Surya
Kant, Justice J KMaheshwari,
and Justice Augustine George
Masih stayed the top court's
earlier order accepting a pro-
poseddefinitionoftheAravalli
Hills.
Theinitialacceptanceofthe

100-metre elevation bench-
marksparkedwidespreadpub-
lic debate after a series of re-
ports by The Indian Express
revealeditwouldleaveover90
per cent of the hill range out-
side protection, potentially
opening tracts to unchecked
miningandconstruction.
“There has been a signifi-

cant outcry among environ-
mentalists,whohaveexpressed
profound concern about the
potentialformisinterpretation
andproper implementationof
the newly adopted definition
andthisCourt’sdirections.This
publicdissentandcriticismap-
peartostemfromtheperceived
ambiguityandlackofclarityin
certaintermsanddirectives is-
sued by this court,” the SC
notedinitsdecember29order,
staying the implementationof
theministry reportandcourt’s
November20 judgment.
The committee has been

taskedwith looking into a de-
finitiveenumerationofspecific
regions that fall within the
scope of the 100-metre defini-
tionrecommendedbythemin-
istry panel and analyse
whether ‘sustainablemining’
or‘regulatedmining’withinthe
newly demarcated Aravalli
areas notwithstandingregula-
tory oversight, would result in
adverse ecological
consequences.

Provide feedback
onAravallis: SC
panel opens21-day
windowfor inputs
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Castecount inCensus

Theinjured

governmentactedimmediately
after reports of the paper leak
surfaced,and13peoplewerear-
rested and sent to jail. At the
sametime,toensurethatthefu-
ture of the studentswasnot af-
fected, the NEET re-examin-
ation was given priority,
conductedsuccessfully,andthe
results were declaredwithout
delay,”hesaid.
“The Prime Minister also

saidstrictstepshavebeentaken
topreventsuchpaperleaksinfu-
ture. Those found involved in
thepaper leakrackethavebeen
arrestedandjailed.Heappealed
that they should be given the
strictest possible punishment,
withthesupportofthecountry’s
top lawyers, so that those in-
volved in such a grave offence
faceexemplaryactionandsuch
incidentsdonotrecur,”hesaid.
According to Rijiju, Modi

saidthattoensurethatnofuture
paper leaks takeplace,all states
andtheCentremust joinhands
irrespective of party. “He said
this is amatter of the nation…
notpartisanpoliticssinceitcon-
cernsthefutureoftheyouth,”he
said.
Atthemeeting,sourcessaid,

Modipointedoutthatwhilethe
paper leak incident inconven-
iencedstudents,there-examin-
ationtookplacewithoutdelay.
They quoted him saying

“dhurandhar”lawyersmusten-
sure “exemplarypunishment”
for thosebehind thepaper leak
so that students get justice.He
urgedNdAMPs to reachout to
students since it was “easy to
misguidethem,difficulttoshow
themtherightpath”.
ThePrimeMinister, sources

said, praised Skyroot Aero-
space’ssuccessfulrocketlaunch,
describing it as an example of
thebrillianceofyoungentrepre-
neursandtheirstartups.
Taking a swipe at Leader of

OppositionRahulGandhiwith-
out naming him, Modi was
quotedashavingsaid“imagine
whatwould be their contribu-
tionattheageof56years,unlike
manyothersweseearoundus”.
OnMonday,policeusedtear

gasandlathistostopthousands
ofprotestersmarching towards
Parliamentonthefirstdayofthe
monsoon session. Many pro-
testerswereinjured.
OnTuesday, UnionHealth

MinisterJPNaddavisitedRam
Manohar Lohia Hospital and
Lady Hardinge Hospital and
met some of the injured pro-
testers. “I met Sheikh Irshad
whowas injured and is under
treatment at Lady Hardinge
Hospital.He saidhe is satisfied
withthetreatment....,”hesaid.

PM

Naveed Iqbal
Srinagar, July21

AdAyafter he led a protest in
delhi seeking restoration of
statehood for Jammu and
Kashmir, Chief Minister and
National Conference vice-
presidentOmarAbdullahem-
phasised that the demand for
statehood is foundational to
restoreconstitutionalguaran-
tees to J&K.
“Whatdoes (Article)370or

371 mean without statehood?
A union territory has no
powers.There isnostate listor
a concurrent list, and that is
the whole fight. Any special
status that is accorded to J&K
—whether it is 370 or some-
thingelse—itwillcomedown
to how the Centre and state
share power and the Centre
does not share power with a
UT,” the CM said on Tuesday
in reference to criticism that
theNCisrestricting itsprotest
to statehood and not discuss-
ingtherestorationofconstitu-
tional guarantees under Ar-
ticle 370.
Underscoring that the

party was done waiting for
statehood, the NC decided in
June to take its demand to
New delhi on the first day of
themonsoonsessionofParlia-
ment. The protest, however,
waseclipsedbytheCockroach
JantaParty’smarchfromJan-
tarMantar toParliament, and
manyINdIAalliancepartners
also gave it amiss.
PartypresidentFarooqAb-

dullah led party members

through the streets, but they
couldnot reachCentraldelhi.
“The police had offered us
Ramlila Maidan as an alter-
natevenue, butwedidnot ac-
cept that,”Omar said.
TheNChadinvitedseveral

national leaders and parties,
including Congress Parlia-
mentary Party leader Sonia
Gandhi, to join their demand
for statehood, but only Con-
gress leaderswho are alliance
partners in the J&K govern-
mentwereseenwalkingalong
the NC legislators in the capi-
tal.
SpeakingtoTheIndianEx-

press, Omar said that while
manyof themhadcommitted
to joining the protest, the
leaders were unable to reach
the venue. “A few of them
spoke tome; they justweren’t
able to reach there. We had a
commitment fromTMC,NCP,
dMK, SP among others.
Within the INdIA bloc, we
weresure theywould join.But
the situation (in delhi) was
just chaotic; I don’t blame
them,”Omar said.
Omarassertedthatthepro-

test in delhi is just the begin-
ning and a reminder to the
central government of its
word both in Parliament as
well as to the Supreme Court.
“They have to tell uswhat the
‘uchit samay’ (appropriate
time) for restoration of state-
hood is,” he said, adding that
Farooq Abdullah will take a
call on the organisational ef-
forts towards escalating this
demand.

Omar:Statehooddemand
keytorestoringJ&K’s
constitutionalguarantees

Kolkata
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Empowering youth,
Building the Nation

22nd July
2026

Venue: Dhono Dhanyo
Auditorium, Kolkata 4pm onwards

Joining hands with leading private and public sector
companies.

A special event to felicitate students who have successfully
received job offers.

Technical Education, Training and Skill Development Department,
Government of West Bengal
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VACANCY
Few positions of the university are advertised
in the University for recruitment. For details,
please visit Website i.e. www.uuhf.ac.in

Registrar
VCSG UUHF, Bharsar Pauri Garhwal

VCSG UUHF, Bharsar,
Pauri Garhwal- 246123

PressTrustof India
Kolkata, July21

STaTehiGhereducationMin-
ister JagannathChattopadhyay
on Tuesday told the assembly
thatthestategovernmentwasnot
against private participation in
education but will ensure that
education is not turned into a
commodity.
he said the state government

wastryingtosecureforWestBen-
galoneofthefiveuniversitytown-
shipsannouncedbytheCentre.
Presentingabudgetaryoutlay

ofrs7,168crorefor2026-27forthe
state'shighereducationdepart-
ment, Chattopadhyay said the
government will try to rope in
well-known universities from
otherpartsofthecountryandfor-
eigncolleges tosetupfacilities in
Bengal.
itwillhelpstudentslookingfor

admissions in reputed univer-
sities in other parts of india and
abroad get better education op-
portunities in the state itself, the
ministersaid.
hesaidwhilethegovernment

wasnotagainstprivateparticipa-
tion in education, "itwill ensure
thateducationisnotturnedintoa
commodityinthestate".
a scholarship in thenameof

SwamiVivekanandawill soonbe
announced formeritorious stu-
dentsgoingabroadforhigheredu-
cation, he said, adding that the
governmentwillgivegirlstudents
rs50,000ininstalmentsforthem
to complete their higher educa-
tion.hesaidBengaldidnotjoin76
centralhighereducationschemes
duringthepreviousdispensation
onlybecause theyhad 'PM'at the
beginningofthename.underthe
BJP government, the state has
joinedall these schemes,Chatto-
padhyaysaid.
Participatinginadiscussionin

thehouseonthebudgetproposal
for thedepartment,CPi(M)Mla
MdMostafijurrahamansaid the
number of colleges anduniver-
sitiesincreasedinthestateduring
theTMC rule, giving an impres-
sion thathigher education in the
statewasreachingnewerheights,
buttherealpicturewasdismal.

Maintainingthatpoliticisation
ofcollegemanagementduringthe
previous TMC government se-
verely affected thehigher educa-
tion system inWest Bengal, the
CPi(M) Mla urged the higher
educationministertorectifythese
issues.
unregulatedfeehikeinmush-

rooming private colleges in the
stateoverthelast15yearsmustbe
checkedtoprovidestudentswith
affordableeducation,hesaidand
sought proper utilisation of the
budget outlay for the school and
highereducationdepartments.
BJPMla SamarendraNath

Ghosh said thebudgetproposals
aim to regainWest Bengal's lost
glory ineducationandcongratu-
latedthehighereducationdepart-
ment for proposing to set up six
women'scollegesinthestate.
he saidonecollege shouldbe

setupineachdistricttoproliferate
women'seducation.
Jamuria Mla Bijan Kumar

Mukherjeesaidalthoughmuchis
said regarding thewelfare of the
adivasis, they are lagging in
higher education. Setting up a
boardtospreadhighereducation
among theadivasi people in the
statewouldhelpachieve thegoal
of imparting education to all, he
said.
Chattopadhyaymaintained

theBJPgovernment "inheriteda
rottenhigher education system"
inWestBengal.
Statingthat31state-aideduni-

versitieswere set up during the
MamataBanerjeegovernment,he
saidthatinrealitymostwerewith-
out even basic infrastructure or
teachers and only aminuscule
numberofstudents.

sweetykumari
Kolkata, July21

ChiefMiNiSTerSuvenduad-
hikarionTuesdayannounceda
slewofmeasuresaimedatmod-
ernisingthestate’stransportsec-
tor, evenasheblamed thepre-
viousregimesforthemounting
debtonthestate’seconomy.
Theannouncementcameas

theCM flagged-off 50newair-
conditioned buses—43CNG
andsevenelectric—busesatthe
Transport Bhawan inKolkata.
adhikari alsoannouncedplans
to introduce aWaterMetro in
Kolkata,expandMetrorailcon-
nectivitybeyondthecity,setup
chargingpointsforelectricbuses
anddevelopagreenfieldairport
inKalyani.
Thanking officials from

WBTC, NBSTC, and SBSTC,
alongsideChiefSecretaryManoj
agarwal andTransport Secre-

taryravinder Singh, theChief
Minister said at the event: “a
state and its government can
onlybedynamicwhenitscom-
munication and transport sys-
temismodern,eco-friendly,and
punctual. Themore transport
networks expand, themore in-
dustryandcommercewillgrow
inthestate,generatingemploy-
mentopportunities.”
Slammingthepreviousgov-

ernments, adhikari said: “We
have to steer the state forward
while handling the burden of
rs8 lakhcroredebt left behind
bytheCPiMandTrinamoolgov-
ernments.Working through in-
creased coordinationwith the
CentralGovernmentratherthan
engaging in fights anddisputes
willbenefit thestate in termsof
both revenue and infrastruc-
ture.” adhikari added that the
governmentplannedonfurther
increasing the state’s electronic
bus fleet, and the funding for
whichwillbeavailablefromthe
unionMinistryofurbanaffairs
ata60:40ratio.
The newly launched fleet

featuresadistinctivesaffroncol-
our scheme, payinghomage to
SwamiVivekanandaandChait-
anya Mahaprabhu. Besides,
chargingpointsandrefuelingin-

frastructurewillbesetupatde-
potsacrossallmajordistricts.
Meanwhile, tenders are

being floated immediately for
400neweco-friendly buses in
the state, building towarda tar-
get of 1,000 CNG and electric
busesbyMarch2027.
The government is also

comingupwith ’pinkcards’ for
womencommuters, alongside
thepromised ‘zerovalue ticket’
scheme forwomen. The state
has earmarked roughlyrs400
croreannuallyforthisinitiative.
addressing long-standing ad-
ministrativegrievances,thecon-
ductorsalarieswillbebroughtat
paritywithdriversfromaugust.
While the existing Kolkata

Metronetwork remains under
theMinistry of railwayswith
state assistance, the state gov-
ernment is planning to launch
independent citymetros, con-
nectingasansol–Durgapurand
Siliguri–Jalpaiguri. The Chief
Secretaryhasbeen taskedwith
securingfinancialbackingfrom
multilateral development
banks,targetingprojectcomple-
tionwithin2-3years.
further, to decongest city

bottlenecksandboosteco-tour-
ism, the government is joining
thenational ‘WaterMetro’ net-

work toutilise the state’s exten-
siverivernetwork.
a new roll-on/roll-off (ro-

ro) ferry service between
Garden reach (Kolkata) and
Sankrail-Shivpur (howrah)has
also been announced to carry
freight trucks across the
hooghlyriver.upgraded jetty
infrastructure and luxurypas-
senger boat serviceswith inte-
gratedhospitalitywilla;spbein-
troduced to boost travel to the
Sundarbans.
a special planhasalsobeen

launched topreserveKolkata’s
iconictramstoberunonscenic
andheritageroutes.
healsoannouncedagreen-

field international airport tobe
built on 2,000-acre land inKa-
lyani,North24Parganasdistrict.
With central assistance under
theuDaNscheme,regionalair-
ports at Balurghat,Malda and
Purulia are also acquiring land
for runway expansions to pre-
pareforcommercialoperations.
Meanwhile, body cameraswill
soon bemademandatory for
motorvehicle inspectors, along
with installation of real-time
CCTVmonitoringroomsacross
public vehicles department of-
fices to eliminate extortionand
brokernetworks.

slams PrevIous Tmc, cPI(m) govTs over rs 8 lakh-crore debT

E-bus,watermetro:CM’s
slewofannouncements
tomakecommuteeasy

PressTrustof India
Kolkata, July21

The CalCuTTahigh Court
on Tuesday granted interim
protectionfromcoerciveaction
to TMCMPMahuaMoitra till
October 5 in a “hate speech”
casewhichsheclaimedisbased
onfabricatedcharges.
The Krishnanagar MP

prayed before the court for an

interimorderpreventingcoer-
cive police action in the case
and quashing of proceedings
against her in the case regis-
tered athogolberia police sta-
tion inNadiadistrict.
Justice Saugata Bhatta-

charyya directedMoitra to ap-
pearbeforetheinvestigatingof-
ficer on august 14 for
questioning in thecase.
The court directed that no

coercivestepsbetakenagainst
her till October 5 subject to
compliance with the condi-
tionsalludedtountilOctoberor
until further order, whichever
isearlier.
NotingthattheBNS(Bhara-

tiyaNyayaSanhita) provisions
appliedtoMoitracarryamaxi-
mumpunishmentbelowseven
years, the court observed that
she is entitled to protection

from coercive action provided
she cooperateswith the inves-
tigation.
On a prayer by her lawyer,

JusticeBhattacharyyadirected
the police to ensureMoitra is
not subjected to egg-pelting
whensheappearsbeforethein-
vestigatingagency.
The court directed that the

matter will be heard again on
October 1.

HCgrants relief toMahua inhate speechcase

Notagainstpvt role,will
ensure educationnot
commodified:Minister

Adriverwaves fromanelectricbus;ChiefMinisterSuvenduAdhikari at the flag-off event inKolkataonTuesday. ani, express

Suvendu flagsoff 50
eco-friendlybuses;
Rs400-cr set aside
for ‘zerovalue ticket’
scheme forwomen

HigherEducationminister
JagannathChattopadhyay

Kolkata



MARTyRs’ DAy: 23 yeARs AfTeR 13 youThCongResswoRkeRsweRe kIlleD In PolICe fIRIng

Oneoccasion, threeclaimants for its legacy

RavikBhattacharya&
AtriMitra
Kolkata, July21

ReFeRRING TO the police
crackdown on student pro-
testersinNewDelhi,Trinamool
Congress (TMC) chiefMamata
Banerjee on Tuesday drew a
similaritywithviolenceagainst
herpartyworkersaftertheirde-
feat in theWestBengalassem-
bly polls, and accused theBJP
governments at theCentre and
thestateoftryingto“silence”the
dissentingvoicewith“threats”.
addressing party workers

duringtheannualMartyrs’Day
rallyinKolkata,theformerchief
minister said, “People, from
DelhitoKolkata,havewitnessed
whathappenswhenfearandin-
timidation become political
tools.Iftheycannotwinthrough
democraticmeans,theytrytosi-
lencevoicesthroughthreats.But
Iaskthem,howlongcanfearbe
used as aweapon?howmany
people can theycontinue to in-
timidate? Our leaders and
workers have faced repeated
harassment across different
partsofthestate.”
assertingthatifrequired,she

wouldgotoDelhitotakepartin
theprotestledbytheCockroach
JanataPartyagainstpaperleak,
theTMCchiefsaidherpartyhas
been supporting the students’
protestfromthebeginning.
“Running a government

requires discipline and adher-
ence todemocratic norms.Re-
centeventsinDelhihaveshown
howquicklysituationscanesca-
lateduringpolitical confronta-
tions. Ihaveheardreports from
Parliament that the circum-
stances became so tense that
even the PrimeMinister (Nar-
endra Modi) had to alter his

plans. Thesedevelopments re-
mindusthatstabilityanddemo-
cratic conductmust always be
protected. I want tomake one
thing clear. If injustice and in-
timidationcontinue,ourmove-
mentwillremainonthestreets,”
the TMC chief said, adding,
“LiketheBJPranawayinDelhi,
fromhere too they all will run
awayifweallhitthestreets”.
The July 21 Martyrs’ Day

rally,heldeveryyearbytheTMC
tomark the death of 13 Youth
Congressmembersinpolicefir-
ingin1993whenLeftFrontwas
inpower,wasa lacklustreaffair
this year,with the rebel faction
of the party holding a parallel
event. For the first time in 15
years, the TMC rallywas held,
not in its traditional spot ines-
planade, but near Birla Plane-
tariumontheordersof theCal-
cutta high Court. The rebel
faction, led byMLaRitabrata
Banerjee, held its parallelMar-
tyrs’DayeventatMayoRoad.

ToCM:‘IfIspeak,
youwillbeexposed’
at the rally, Mamata also

reachedouttoalltheOpposition
parties,callingforaunitedfront
againsttheBJPundertheINDIa
bloc.“OnRabindraJayanti,Ihad
madeitclear that Ihavenoper-
sonal egoorbitterness towards
anyone. across India,we fight
togetheraspartoftheINDIaal-
liance, andwe do the same in
Bengal.My priority has never
beenpersonal rivalry; it has al-
ways been the protection of
democracy and constitutional
values,”shesaid.
"Iappealtoallthosefighting

the BJP in Bengal to come to-
gether," she saidwithoutmen-
tioninganyparty’sname.
Referring toher rebelMLas

andMPsjoininghandswiththe
BJP, Mamata said, “I want to
caution thosewhobelieve they
aresafesimplybecausetheycan
holdmeetings or operateparty
officestodayunderpoliticalpa-
tronage. If democratic institu-
tions continue toweaken, the
consequenceswillnotstopwith

onepoliticalparty.Idonotwant
democracy to be destroyed or
undermined,”shesaid.
shealsoaccusedChiefMin-

ister suvendu adhikari, her
aide-turned-rival, of using the
statemachinery toweaken the
TMC.Withoutnamingadhikari,
whoswitchedovertotheBJPin
2020,theTMCsupremosaidshe
could exposehis deeds during
hisdecade-longstayinherparty.
"IfIopenmymouth,Iwillreveal
everythingaboutwhat youdid
duringyour 10years in theTri-
namool. I will expose your
mask… If BJP is defeated at
Centre,governmentherewillbe
onshakyground,"shesaid.

To‘traitors’: ‘Your
maskwillcomeoff’
Declaringthat "traitors" (the

rebel leaders) would never be
takenback, theTMCchief said,
“I want to tell thosewho have
spent years in the Trinamool
Congress and later changed
theirstancethat,oneday,every
maskwill come off. The truth
cannot remainhidden forever.
Peoplewillultimatelyrecognise
whostoodwiththemduringdif-
ficulttimesandwhochoseadif-
ferent path when pressure

mounted.”
“Manyhave left because of

fear—the fear of eD (enforce-
mentDirectorate, CBI (Central
BureauofInvestigation),orCID
(CriminalInvestigationDepart-
ment).IhaveneverseentheCID
so active in my political life.
Throughdifferent levels of the
administration, thousands of
caseshavebeenfiledagainstour
leaders and workers. around
40,000 cases have been regis-
teredagainstourpartyworkers.
It is almost unprecedented in
scale,”sheclaimed.
Cautioningtherebel leaders

ofthe“consequence”oftheiract,
Mamatasaidshewouldfight“till
theveryend”toretainherparty
andsymbol.
The rebel faction, which

claimstobethe“realTMC”,has
moved the election Commis-
siontogettheTMCsymboland
partyname, andhasgotten the
partyaccountfrozen.
“If you think that because

youareingovernment,youcan
take awaymyparty's symbol, I
will never accept it. I will fight
until the very end. This party
and its symbol were built
through immensesacrificeand
thebloodof countlessworkers.
as the founder-presidentof the
party, I say that no one can
legally takeawayour symbol. If
anyoneattempts todo so, Iwill
fight to reclaim everything.
What people have built from
theirheartsbecomes symbolof
party, its greatest asset, and its
enduringlegacy,”saidMamata.

Guardsvenueafter
stage‘vandalised’
On the eve of the rally,Ma-

mataandherloyalleadersspent
Monday night in front of the
BirlaPlanetariumafter thedais
was vandalised. The stagewas
rebuiltbyTuesdaymorning.
On Monday evening, Ma-

mata visited the venue and al-
leged that the partywas being
prevented fromholdingmeet-
ings andprocessions. she also
claimedthatpeopletravellingto
attendTuesday’sKolkata rally

werenotbeingprovidedaccom-
modation. Later thatnight, the
stagewasallegedly vandalised,
with banners and hoardings
strewnontheroadandapartof
thepandaldestroyed.asreports
ofthevandalismspread,Baner-
jee andTMC leadersDola sen,
Derek O’Brien, and others
rushedbacktothesite.Banerjee
said the group would remain
there through the night to en-
sure no further disturbance to
theceremony.
“Our supporters are being

prevented fromcoming to the
meeting. The police are
threatening the families of the
martyrsnottocometothemeet-
ing.everythingcannotbedone
byforcelikethis.Weareremem-
bering themartyrs.Our stage is
being broken. The electricity
andmicrophonelinesweredis-
connected.Postersandbanners
arebeing torn.around60BJP-
backedgoonsdid all these. It is
led by a criminal, who is cur-
rently out on bail. There has
beenaconspiracy since thebe-
ginning to sabotage the event
withpoliceononesideandBJP
onotherside,”Mamataalleged.
around 1.30 am, in a Face-

bookLive fromthearea,Trina-
mool MP Mahua Moitra said
that someonehad tried to sab-
otage theMamataBanerjee-led
faction’s Martyrs’ Day pro-
gramme.“Wewillnotbowdown
tothis.Thestagehasbeensetup
againasbefore.Martyrs’Daywill
beobserved.Partyworkersand
supporters should joinwithout
anyworry,”sheadded.
OnTuesdaymorning,Ma-

matapaidtributetothemartyrs
in apost onX. “On#shahidDi-
bas,Ipaymyheartfelttributesto
themartyrswho tragically lost
their lives in 1993.May thisday
strengthen the resolveof every
member of the Maa-Mati-
Manush family to uphold
democracy, justice, and the
rightsofthepeople.Theirsacri-
ficecontinuestoinspireus,and
their legacywill forever remain
at theheart of ourmovement,”
shesaid.

lGRounD RePoRT

‘EkusheJulyamaderektaemotion... Can’t imagine thedaywithouther (Mamata)’

AntoreepDas
Kolkata, July21

“EKushEJulyamaderkachhe
ektaemotion.Arseimovement
takorechhilenMamataBaner-
jee…TankechharaekusheJuly
bhabajaina(Forus,July21isan
emotion. Thatmovementwas
ledbyMamataBanerjee…With-
outher,there’snoJuly21.)”
Thesewerethewordsofsu-

mesh sarkar, the vice-chair-
man of BasirhatMunicipality,
seated just 10 feet away from
Mamata’s stage.
as the TMC supremo

emergedon the stage—witha

hugebannerinthebackground
displaying thewords “shradd-
hanjali” (tribute) in Bengali—
thecrowdserupted incheer.
evenafteracrashingdefeat

in the assembly polls and the
subsequent loss of her party’s
20MPs and65MLas,Mamata
managedtoattractaseaofsup-
portersatherMartyrs’Dayrally
here onTuesday—evenmore
thantherebelcamps.
When theMamata-led Tri-

namoolCongressfirstassumed
power inWest Bengal in 2011,
theparty’sJuly21rallybecame
an annual show of political
power. Packed with bigwigs

fromacross the industries, the
TMC rally would attract emi-
nent actors, artists and social
personalities.
But this year, the former

chiefministerwassurrounded
only by her closest associates,
who remain by her side as the
dust settles after an intense
electoralbattle in thestate.
standing just behind the

stage,aTMCleader, “Inthe last
15 years,wehad forgottenhow
togiveatruetributetothemar-
tyrs.Thosecelebritieswhoused
to gather here have now van-
ished.aftermanyyears,weare
truly remembering our mar-

tyrs…inagatheringmuchmuch
higherthantherebelbloc.”
The change was also re-

flected in the arrangements:
Unlikepreviousyears,thistime
theMamata camphad not ar-
ranged for her party workers’

night stay,oregg-ricemeals.
Mamata,too,reflectedupon

this inher speech, “This year, I
couldnotarrangeforaccommo-
dation...Couldnotevenarrange
a bus, train or car. even after
that,youhavecomeofyourown

accord. You aremygoldmine;
and thosewhowere false, they
fledaway.Themoretheywillgo,
thehappier Iwill be. I havemy
studentsandyouthsbymyside,
old andnewworkers, theywill
come forward. The street will
showourway.”
But the dearth of arrange-

ments did not stop the party
loyalists from showing up for
Mamata at the Birla Plane-
tarium.several of themhoped
she would bounce back from
thedefeatevenstronger.
For some party workers,

Mamata’s defeat has left them
feelingpolitically sidelined.
Mahmudalam, a resident

of Pilkhana inNorthhowrah,
said, “We are here aswe stand
with Didi. For us, she repre-
sents Bengal’s pride, and we
won’tleaveher.shehasworked

forpeopleacrosscommunities
— hindus, Muslims, sikhs,
everyone. Bengal’s culture is
about living together and re-
specting each other’s festivals,
notbulldozerpolitics.”
Formanypartyworkers,the

day also serves as an annual
reminder of the party’s prio-
rities. “We come here every
year because from this stage,
Didisharesthedirectionforthe
futureoftheparty…Wegoback
and continue our work,” said
Bidyut sardar from the Jagat-
ballavpurconstituency.
Tosome,travellinglongdis-

tancestoattendtheannualrally
is amark of their commitment
totheparty.“Mamata’snameis
deeplyrootedinpeople’shearts,
andwhenever she calls, thou-
sands turn up.We came from
Durgapur, spending our own

money to attend because we
wanted to support her. even
today,manymorewould have
come,butsomewereprevented
fromtravelling.Theturnoutre-
flectspeople’saffectionforDidi,
not planning or inducement,”
said Prashanta Chowdhury,
whoworks at a steel factory in
Durgapur. Many supporters
alsoseemedvisiblyangryatthe
rebel TMC faction led byRita-
brata Banerjee, with some cal-
ling him a “traitor”. as crowds
spilledacrosskeyintersections
near the venue, traffic move-
ment slowed down as police
and volunteers managed the
movement. Beyond speeches
andslogans,therallycamealive
with street vendors and
hawkers,seeminglikea ‘mela’.

—AnToReePDAs IsAn InTeRnAT
KoLKATAoffICeofThe InDIAnexPRess

Thecrowdat Mamata’sMartyrsDay rally, Tuesday. PARThAPAuL

Besides the leaders, changewas reflected inarrangements too:
unlikepast, nonight stayor egg-ricemeals forpartyworkers

Fromascaled-downevent,Mamataups
anteagainstBJp, rebels, seeksOppunity

TMCsupremoMamataBanerjeewithAbhishekattheir faction’srallynearBirlaPlanetarium;rebelMLAsRitabrataBanerjee,MadanMitra,FirhadHakimataseparaterallyorganisedbythebreakawaybloc,atMayoRoad, inKolkata,Tuesday.PARThAPAuL,exPRess

TanusreeBose
Kolkata, July21

UPPINGTheanteagainstTMC
supremo Mamata Banerjee,
rebelMLaMadanMitra gave
her a one-monthultimatumto
“leave abhishek Banerjee’s
hands” and reconnectwith the
grassrootworkers.healsodared
abhishek to admit his share of
mistakes, which, Mitra said,
allowedthepartytosplinter.
Mitra’s remarks camedays

after abhishek challenged the
rebelfactionleaderstoreturnto
Mamata-fold, sayinghewould
quit all partyposts inanhour if
theydid.
addressing aMartyrs’ Day

rallyorganisedbyLeaderofOp-
positionRitabrata Banerjee at
MayoRoad,Mitrasaid,“Iamgiv-
ing Mamata Banerjee one
month.Leaveabhishek’shand
andhold thehandsof theTMC
workers.TheTMCisnotabhis-
hek’s party. It belongs to the
workers.Who is responsible for
thisthree-waysplitintheparty?
Youweren'tmadechiefminister
byabhishekor filmcelebrities
whom you adore, but by the
lakhs of Trinamool workers
whotoiledforyou.”
“If you (Mamata) have the

courage, cometo this stageand
apologise.Wewill fall at your
feet,”Mitrasaid.
Takingpotshotsatabhishek,

Mitra said, “You spokeof resig-
ningwithinanhouroftherebels
returning toMamata. I amgiv-
ing you twohours towalkhere
and admit that youmademis-
takes.Noonewill throweggsat
you. admit that the party has
gonedownbecauseofyou.”
Meanwhile, Ritabrata at-

tackedMamata, accusing the
previous chiefminister of sup-
pressing the judicial probe re-
portonthe1993July21policefir-
ing, and alleging that her
governmentstoodonthe“blood
ofthosemartyrs”.

“several questions have
arisenafterthereportwasmade
public. The investigationhap-
pened but the reportwas sup-
pressed. The report said the
commissionhad stated to give
Rs 25 lakh to the martyrs’
families and injuredRs 5 lakh
but thatwasnotdone.Wewant
to knowwho didDidi have to
save so that the reportwasnot
made public? Where did the
moneygo?”hesaid.
healsoallegedthatcarsand

buses fromseveraldistricts like
Birbhum,Maheshtala,Krishna-
nagar, and Metiaburuz were
beingstoppedandBJPworkers
were attacking the TMC
workers,sayinghewouldfilepo-
licecomplaints.
Ritabrata announced

monthlyfinancialassistancefor
thefamiliesof themartyrs,pro-
videdtheeCgavetherebelscon-
trolovertheparty'sassets.“Ican
promiseyouthatiftheCommis-
sion gives a decision in our fa-
vour,thenthefirstthingwewill
do is this: Rs 10,000will reach
the accounts of all the July 21
martyr families every month
fromtheTMC’sfunds,”hesaid.
Present on the stage at the

gatheringwere leaders likeFir-
had hakim, aroop Biswas,
ChandrimaBhattacharya, sne-
hasish Chakraborty, shyuli
saha, arup Chakraborty, and
anubrataMondal.

‘leaveabhishek’s
hands,wewill all fall
at your feet’:Madan
MitradaresMamata

Congseeshope
inTMCsplinter,
plansBrigade
rallywithRahul
PressTrustof India
Kolkata, July21

ThesTaTeCongressonTues-
day held itsMartyrs' Day pro-
grammehereafterseveralyears,
commemorating the youth
wingworkers killed in the 1993
policefiring,andsaidtheatten-
dance at the gatheringmarked
theparty'srevivalinthestate.
Italsoannouncedorganising

a rally at the Brigade Parade
Ground incentralKolkatanext
yearthatwouldbeaddressedby
the leader of the opposition in
theLoksabha,RahulGandhi.
afterMamataBanerjeedis-

associated from the Congress
andformedtheTMCinthe late
1990s, herparty gradually took
over the Martyrs’ Day event,
holdingmassiveralliesatDhar-
matalaeveryyear.
WiththeTMCsufferingarift

after losingassemblypolls this
year, the observancewas quite
lacklustrethisyear,withtheMa-
mataBanerjee faction and the
rebel group holding separate
programmes.
The Congress took the op-

portunity to organise its own
programme at the iconic sha-
heedMinarincentralKolkata.
The programme, however,

brought to the foremurmursof
factionalism within the Con-
gress' state unit, as a sectionof
workers raised slogans in sup-
portofstateCongresschiefsub-
hankar sarkarwhenhis prede-
cessor adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury arrived at the
venue. Chowdhury, sought to
downplaythedevelopmentand
praisedsarkarfortheturnoutat
therally.
assertingthatthiswasonlya

trailer,hesaid,“Changeisinevi-
table,anditwillbeevidentinthe
nextLoksabhaelections.”
addressing the gathering,

sarkar alleged that 11Congress
workerswere injuredwhile on
theirwaytotheprogrammeand
have been admitted to theRG
Karhospital.
announcing a series of or-

ganisational programmesover
the next fewmonths, he said,
“Wewill organise street-corner
meetings fromaugust 9 toau-
gust 14 and hoist the national
flagonthemidnightofIndepen-
denceDay.”The stateCongress
chief also announced that the
partywouldholdarallyatBrig-
adeParadeGroundbetweenJa-
nuary 15 andFebruary 15 next
year.“RahulGandhiwillattend
therally,”hesaid.
National Youth Congress

leader Uday Bhanu Chib
launchedadiatribe against the
BJP,allegingthattherebelTMC
factionwasbeingcontrolledby
thesaffronparty.

dayafterdelhi
crackdownon
students’ protest,
she sayswithCJp

Abhisheksendslegal
noticetoMadanMitra

Kolkata:TMCMPAbhishekBaner-
jee sent aRs 10crore legal notice
to rebelMLAMadanMitra, claim-
ing that the lattermadedefama-
tory statements against him in a
socialmedia post. Thenoticeby
Banerjee's lawyer claimed the
compensation toBanerjeeby
Mitra "for the loss of his personal
reputation, political standing,
credibility andgoodwill." The
notice claimed thatMitramade
"malicious" comments against
Banerjee in a livebroadcast,mak-
ing fabricated insinuations. The
noticedemanded that the com-
pensationbepaidwithin three
days, alongwith the issuanceof a
public apology.PTI
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RebelMLAMadanMitra
addresses the rally. PTI

Congress leaderAdhirRanjan
Chowdhuryat the rally. PTI
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ExpressNewsService
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PUnJAB fArMErS on their
way toDelhi for theKisanMa-
hapanchayattoprotestagainst
the proposed india-US trade
deal were stopped at the
Shambhu border by the Ha-
ryanaPoliceonTuesday.
The farmers' convoyswere

met with barricades and ce-
ment blocks at the entry point
to theneighbouring state.
Laterintheday,thefarmers

begantheirmarchhomewards
afterhandingoveramemoran-
dum to Haryana Agriculture
Minister Shyam Singh rana
andAmbala Deputy Commis-
sioner Ajay Singh Tomer, who
promised to fulfil their de-
mands,includingreleaseofde-
tained farmers.
Theleaderssaidtheyended

their agitation around 6 pm
after theirdetainedcolleagues
were released.By theevening,
Haryana authorities had
begun removing barricades
and cement blocks from the
Shambhu border point. They
saidtrafficontheAmbala-Am-
ritsarnationalhighwaywillre-
sume soon. A day-long Kisan
Mahapanchayatwastohappen
at Kisan Ghat in Delhi under
the banner of 'Desh Bachao
Morcha' onTuesday.
Punjab Chief Minister

BhagwantMannslammedthe
Haryana government for pre-
venting farmers frommoving
towards Delhi and asked the
Centre to invite farmers for

talks. Besides Punjab, farmers
fromHaryana, Himachal Pra-
desh, and Uttar Pradeshwere
claimed to have been part of
the march for the Mahapan-
chayat.
Earlier in theday, arounda

thousand farmers from Pun-
jab, carrying flags of their out-
fits, arrived at the Shambhu
border to proceed to Delhi on
buses.
According to farmer

leaders,scoresof farmerswere
stopped by the police at the
Khanauriborder, Shahabad in
Kurukshetra,andKarnalwhile

theywereontheirwaytoDelhi.
Thus hundreds of farmers sat
onadharnaontheexpressway
ataround10amandremained
there until 5.30 pm, upon the
release of the detained farmer
leaders.
national Highway-44,

which connects Delhi with
Punjab, and theJammu-Katra
nationalHighwaywereamong
the worst affected due to the
protests, especially in Ambala
andKaithaldistricts.However,
themaincentreofthefarmers'
movement in Haryana re-
mained the Shambhu border

inAmbala,wherethousandsof
farmersfromPunjabhadgath-
eredtoproceedtowardsDelhi.
AuthoritiesinAmbalaalsoim-
posed prohibitory orders
across thedistrict.
AseniorHaryanaPoliceof-

ficer told The Indian Express
that around 15 companies of
securityforces, includingpara-
military personnel, had been
deployed at the Shambhu
border. To prevent themove-
ment of protesters, the police
erected multiple barricades
and placed cement blocks on
the bridge over the Ghaggar

riveratShambhu.Alternative
trafficarrangementswerealso
madeforcommuterstravelling
betweenHaryanaandPunjab.
BKU(BhagatSingh)spokes-

personTejveer Singh said that
theHaryanaminister assured
the farmers that those de-
tained,includingfarmerleader
GurnamSinghCharuni,would
be released after discussions
withtheChiefMinisterandthe
farmerswerealsoassured that
ameetingwithUnionAgricul-
ture Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan would be arranged
within thenext8-10days.

Protesting farmersatShambhu toll plazanearPatialaonTuesday. ExprEss

PunjabfarmersstoppedonwaytoDelhi
asHaryanacopssealShambhuborder

KiSaNMahapaNchayat agaiNSt iNdia-US tRadE dEal

ExpressNewsService
NewDelhi, July21

THESHivSena(UBT)onTues-
daymoved theSupremeCourt
challengingLokSabhaSpeaker
OmBirla’sdecisiontorecognise
themergerofsixofitsMPswith
therivalShivSenaledbyMaha-
rashtra Deputy ChiefMinister
EknathShinde.
Senior Advocate Devadatt

Kamat, appearing for the peti-
tioner, Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
Arvind Ganpat Sawant, men-
tioned thematter before Chief
Justice of india (CJi) Surya
Kant,whowaspresidingovera

three-judgebench,andsought
anurgenthearing.
“Six of these MPs decide

unilaterally, without the
merger of the original political
party, andsaywehavemerged
with the rival. We contested
against that political party,”
Kamatsubmitted.
The senior counsel urged

the bench to hear thematter
soon, saying, “The urgency is
thatmyfunctioningasapoliti-
cal party in Parliament has
come to anabsolute standstill.
TheseMPsarenotwithmebe-
cause theSpeakerhas recogni-
sed their merger with some

otherpolitical party.This is in-
tendedforParliamentsession.”
The CJi said that he could not
promise it would be listed this
week.
Sawant’swrit petition chal-

lenges “the ex-facie unconsti-
tutional, illegal, and perverse
circular dated 18.07.2026...is-
suedbytheJointSecretary,Lok
Sabha Secretariat…” recogni-
sing themerger. Sampat said
theseMPsweregiventicketsby
the Shiv Sena (UBT) and con-
tested the Lok Sabha elections
on the name and symbol be-
longingtoparty(flamingtorch
ormashaal).

Sena(UBT)movesSupreme
CourtagainstMPs’merger

Govt rescinds
incorrect RS
election results
notification
NewDelhi:TheUnionLawand
JusticeMinistryonMondayre-
scinded a gazette notification
publishedearlierinthedaythat
mistakenly renotified the re-
sultsoftheby-electionstothree
WestBengalrajya Sabha seats
insteadoftheresultoftheelec-
tion to a seat fromMizoram,
governmentandElectionCom-
mission sources said on Tues-
day.
They published the correct

one, notifying the election of
Zoram People’s Movement
leaderKhiangteLaltluangkima
toaseat fromMizoram.ENS

Jaishankar tomeetQuad
counterparts inManila on
sidelinesofASEANmeet
ShubhajitRoy
NewDelhi, July21

ExTErnALAffAirSMinister
S Jaishankar will visitManila,
Philippines,onJuly22-23toat-
tend the Quad foreign Min-
isters’ Meeting under the
ASEAn framework, including
the ASEAn-india, East Asia
Summit(EAS),andASEAnre-
gionalforum(Arf).
TheMEAsaid that the visit

“underscores india’s deepen-
ing engagement with ASEAn
under the Act East Policy and
reaffirms our strong commit-
ment to further strengthening
theASEAn-indiaComprehen-
sive Strategic Partnership. it is
of particular significance that
2026 has been designated as
theASEAn-indiaYearofMari-
timeCooperation”.
itsaidthatonthemarginsof

the ASEAn-relatedmeetings,
“the External AffairsMinister
will be participating in aQuad
foreign Ministers’ meeting
with his counterparts from
Australia,JapanandtheUnited
States. He is also expected to
holdbilateralmeetingswithhis
counterparts fromparticipat-
ingcountries.”
inMaythisyear,withaneye

on China, the Quad foreign
Ministersdecidedtolaunchthe
indo-PacificMaritimeSurveil-
lance Corporation, expanding
maritime domain awareness
andenhancingportinfrastruc-
ture infiji. Theyalsoagreed to
launchtheindo-PacificEnergy

Security initiative, whichwill
focus on regional energy resil-
ience.Andtheydecidedtopro-
ceedwithconcretecooperation
under the Quad Critical Min-
erals initiative framework to
strengthensupplychains.
The foreign Ministers of

india, the US, Australia and
Japanwillmeet inManila. But
withtheUSandChinaengage-
ment on one side and the
strainedtiesbetweenindiaand
theUS, thereappears tobeun-
certaintyovertheQuadleaders’
summit thisyear inDelhi.
inMay this year, when the

QuadforeignMinistersmet in
Delhi, the joint statement did
notspecifywhetheritwouldbe
held this year in Delhi or in
someother country.TheQuad
foreignMinisters’meetingwas
originallyplannedtobeheldin
Australia, but it was held in
Delhi.So,officialssaidthat it is
a “nimble” grouping, and the
decision to hold the leaders’
summit will be taken by the
foreignministers.
“Welookforwardtothecon-

vening of the Quad Leaders’
Summit,thenextQuadforeign
Ministers’ Meeting, and con-
tinuing our engagements that
advance peace, stability, and
prosperity in the indo-Pacific
and beyond,” the joint state-
menthadsaid.
The Philippines assumed

theASEAnChairship for 2026
under the theme “navigating
Our future, Together”, focus-
ing on regional peace and se-
curity, economic integration,
digital transformation, inclus-
ive growth and people em-
powerment. it comes at a time
when ASEAn seeks to
strengthenresilienceamidglo-
baluncertaintieswhileadvanc-
ing cooperation among
member states and external
partners, including india.

E.
Bridging thegap

ExplainEd

TheQuadgroupinghas
facedchallengesinthelast
yearorso.WiththeUSPres-
identDonaldTrumpreach-
ingouttoChinaandthe
strainedtiesbetweenDelhi
andWashington,thereisa
perceivedgapbetweenIndia
andtheUS.ButtheQuad
groupingmeetingattheFor-
eignMinisters’ levelsignals
someefforttobridgethegap.

Aligarh:A 15-year-old girl was
allegedly raped at a local hotel
here after being luredonto the
premisesundera falsepretext,
followingwhichpolicearrested
themainaccusedandtwohotel
staffmembers,officialssaidon

Tuesday. Local Circle Officer
said the accused, along with
twostaffmembersofthehotel,
have been arrested. Theyhave
been booked under relevant
provisions of the POCSOAct,
theofficeradded.PTI

Minor raped inUPhotel; 3held

Kolkata
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VikasPathak
NewDelhi, July21

wItHCROwdS sustaining at
JantarMantaradayafterthepo-
lice crackdown on the Cock-
roachJantaParty’s Parliament
march on Monday, the Nar-
endraModi government faces,
arguably for the first time, a
broad-based protest signifi-
cantly different from the key
ones since 2014 — farmers
against the farmlawsorminor-
itiesagainsttheCaa.
Ontuesday afternoon, the

JantarMantarprotestsite–hav-
ing multiple barricades and
large numbers of personnel
fromthedelhiPoliceandRapid
action Force – again saw a
packed crowd. there were
youngpeoplewith bandages –
indicating that theydecided to
return a day after the clashes
withthepolice–andmanywho
decided to come, fromdelhi as
wellasoutside,ontuesdayafter
they sawvisuals of theviolence
duringtheParliamentmarch.
and the profile of the pro-

testers is mixed and diverse:
fromenglish-speaking young-
sters to lower-middle-class
young, those fromdelhi to the
ones fromsmall townsbeyond,
andalsoparents of students in
theagegroupwherecompetitive
exams become a concern for
families.
Sure, the gatheringhasLeft

activists and theusualanti-BJP
groups, but their relative
numbers are lower once the
gatheringswelledinthelasttwo-
three days. It is largely young,

andoverwhelminglyHindu. It
abounds inprotesters fromthe
north of theVindhyas, though
there are some people from
southIndiaaswell.
“Ihaveadaughteringrade9

anda son ingrade 7.examsare
very important for us,” says
Seema Sharma (first name
changed), whohails fromHa-
ryana but has been living in
delhi foryears.Shepointedtoa
swellingjustaboveherleftwrist
andaddedthatshewashitwith
abatonbyapolicemanonMon-
day.Sheisn’talone–therewere
multiple people, particularly
younger ones, who had ban-
dagedarmsandwrists.
abhijit Kumar (first name

changed)hailsfromBiharbutis
astudentinPunjab.Hetoldthe
Indianexpress thathedecided
tocometodelhiafterseeingthe
visuals of theMonday Parlia-
mentmarch.agroupofyoung-
sters, all conversing inenglish,
refused to identify themselves
butsaidtheyhadallcomefrom
Mumbai after seeingMonday’s
visuals.
the central glue of thepro-

test – resignationofMinister of
educationdharmendra Prad-
hanandexaminationreforms–
seems to have struck a chord
withadiversesectionofpeople,
particularly youngsters. the
Cockroach Janta Party is no
longer anecessary fulcrum, as
crowdshavebeenthrongingthe
venue beyond theirmobilisa-
tionalability.
Sonamwangchuk –much

likeannaHazare 15years ago–
remainsadistantfigurewhohas

evokedavaguesenseofapoliti-
cal austerity. that has been an
additional pull factor for the
largelyleaderlessmobilisation–
butitgoesbeyondhimtoo.
while aUnionminister pri-

vately expressed surprise at the
numbers that gathered in Lu-
tyens’delhionMonday,
two sources in the BJP
toldthe Indianexpress
thatthisgatheringisnot
representative of the
youth in general, and
that the mobilisation
throughInstagramreelswilldie
downverysoon.thereisaview
in the party that suchprotests
getamplifiedbythesamecastof
anti-BJPcharacters.
However,therearealsomur-

murs in the party that some
damagemayhave been done,
particularly because competi-
tive exam aspirants and their
families north of theVindhyas

haveahighpresenceoftheBJP’s
corevoters.
Significantly, even theCon-

gressisnotenthused,withsome
in theparty expressing skepti-
cismoverwangchuk’sideologi-
cal leanings, andadding that it
was more a diversion from

Rahul Gandhi’s pro-
grammes to raise the
issue of paper leaks.
However, after Sonia
Gandhi’s advice days
ago,theCongresshasfor-
mallysympathisedwith

wangchukandhasnowopenly
condemned the violence on
Monday.Ontuesday evening,
Congress leaders andworkers
ledbyRahulandPriyankaGan-
dhihelda separateprotest out-
sidePMModi’sresidence—with
akhileshyadavjoiningthem—
andweredetained,thusmaking
the political opposition try to
enterthenarrativethathasfora

daybeen revolving around the
studentprotesters.

Breakwiththepast
For theModi government,

thisprotestmarksabreak from
thepast.In2015,whenModiwas
PM, the Patidars in Gujarat
launched anagitation forOBC
status. this, too, remained a
one-caste protest and did not
makeanylargerimpact.InJune
2020, the face of the agitation,
Hardik Patel, joined the Con-
gress,with the grandoldparty
trying to revive itself bygetting
Patidarvotes.However,in2022,
heswitchedovertotheBJPand
wontheGujaratassemblyelec-
tionfromViramgam.
In2019-20,theModigovern-

ment faced the anti-Caa and
NRCagitationwhentheCaa,a
law that expedited citizenship
for non-Muslim refugees from
Pakistan, Bangladesh and
afghanistan,was passed. Sha-
heenBagh indelhibecame the
hubofthisprotest.Butthispro-
test, too, was identified as a
“Muslimprotest”with support
fromLeftgroups.Itdidnotmove
diversesectionsofsociety.
In2020-21,theModigovern-

mentfacedayearlongagitation
against three farm laws it had
passedinParliament.Forabout
a year, delhi’s borders were
blocked,andtheagitationended
onlywhenModiannouncedthe
repeal of the farm laws. How-
ever, even thiswas seen largely
as an agitation of Sikh farmers
from Punjab and Jat farmers
fromHaryanaandpartsofwest-
ernUP.

Congress leaderpriyankaGandhibeingdetained,tuesday.abhinavsaha

eXPreSSspecial

howModi faceshis firstbroad-basedprotest
ever—notonebyspecific interestgroups

WashoutinbothHousesamidOpp
uproaroverpaperleaks,policeaction

Unease inBJP, allies
over crackdown
onprotesters as govt
signals outreach

ExpressNewsService
NewDelhi, July21

PaRLIaMeNt ON tuesday
witnessedanotherwashout on
theseconddayoftheMonsoon
Session as the Opposition re-
fusedtobackdownfromitsde-
mand for a discussion on the
Neet paper leak and police
crackdown on protesters in
delhi;itislikelythatsimilardis-
ruptions will continue in the
comingdays, too.
Oppositionleaderstoldthe

Indian express on tuesday
eveningthattheywillletParlia-
ment function only after their
demandsaremet.
a Congress MP said: “we

willdiscuss thisonwednesday
morningduringthemeetingof
floor leaders of Opposition
parties. But there is very little
possibility that theHousewill
functionuntil the government
heeds the demands of theOp-
position.”MPsofotherOpposi-
tion parties also agreed that
theywillnotletParliamentrun
unless theirdemandsaremet.
Speaking toTheIndianEx-

pressontuesdayevening,Con-
gresswhipinLokSabhaManic-
kamtagore said the party has
three demands from the gov-

ernment. “One is that there
shouldbeadiscussiononpaper
leaks and the Neet examin-
ation.thesecondisresignation
of dharmendra Pradhan, and
third is scrapping all FIRs
lodged against the protesters,”
he said. “you have to under-
stand that our leader (Rahul
Gandhi) met Lok Sabha

Speaker OmBirla ontuesday,
requestingallocationoftimefor
adiscussionontheNeetissue.
we got no conclusive answer.
He (Rahul) thenwent tomeet
theinjuredstudentsandthere-
after led a protest outside the
PM residence. despite all this,
thegovernmentisn’tbudging,”
addedtagore.

Meanwhile, the day’s pro-
ceedings on tuesday saw
multipleadjournmentsinboth
Houses.
Scant legislative business

couldbe takenup in theUpper
Housewith three consecutive
adjournmentsinthefaceofOp-
positionmembers fromacross
party linesraisingbannersand
slogans intheHouse.
while the Lok Sabha saw

two successive adjournments
beforeitsproceedingsweresus-
pended for the day, the Rajya
Sabhawas adjournedwithin a
minuteofdeputyChairperson
Harivansh taking the seat as
Opposition leaders stood up
and raised slogans.Harivansh
repeatedlyurged themembers
totaketheirseatsbuttonoavail.
“If you all keep standing,

keepmaking noise, you don’t
wanttoallowtheparliamentto
function,” he said, adding that
whatever discussion the
memberswanted, they should
seekpermissionfromtheChair-
personasper theHouserules.
“these are the etiquettes of

the House... there are some
rules and regulations for dis-
cussions in Parliament; rules
and regulationsmadeby you,”
he said before adjourning the

Housefor theday.
while the day’s scheduled

paperswere laid as scheduled,
no further proceedings could
takeplacewithregardtotheSu-
preme Court (Number of
Judges)amendmentBill,2026,
which seeks to increase the
sanctioned strength of Su-
premeCourt judges from34 to
38, andwas tabled in the Lok
Sabha by LawMinister arjun
RamMeghwalonMonday.
IntheLowerHouse,Opposi-

tionMPs kept raising slogans
demanding a discussion on
both the Neet paper leak as
wellas theuseof teargasshells
and lathi-charge against pro-
testers who had taken to the
streetsdemandingUnionedu-
cationMinister dharmendra
Pradhan’sresignation.Speaker
OmBirla adjourned theHouse
forthedayafterwitnessingtwo
repeateddisruptions.
earlier, a delegation of Op-

position leaders led by Lok
Sabha Leader of Opposition
RahulGandhimetBirlaandput
forwardtheirdemandforadis-
cussion on the “brutality un-
leashed on students” and the
“government’scompletelackof
accountability for the examin-
ationcrisis”.

LizMathew
NewDelhi,July21

adayafterthousandsofyouths
stormed central delhi as the
CockroachJantaParty(CJP)-led
marchtoParliamentranintopo-
liceandsecuritypersonnel,who
used lathi-charge and tear gas
shells topush themback, there
seemedtobeadisquietamonga
section of the ruling BJP-led
Nda over how this stir was
handled, even as the govern-
mentsignalledontuesdaythat
itwasopentohavefurthertalks
withtheprotesters.
In an outreach to agitating

students,UnionHealthMinister
J P Nadda visited the injured
protesters inboth theRMLand
LadyHardingehospitalswhere
theywere admitted following
policecrackdown.
during theMondaymarch,

takenoutbytheprotesterstode-
mand the resignationofUnion
educationMinisterdharmen-
dra Pradhan over the Neet
paper leak,Naddaheldameet-
ingwith theCJP leaders,which
remainedinconclusive.
Ontuesday,moments after

Leader of Opposition (LoP) in
the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi
alongwith several senior Con-
gress leaders, including the
Rajya Sabha LoPMallikarjun
Kharge, started a sit-in outside
PrimeMinisterNarendraModi's
officialresidenceonLokKalyan
MargtodemandthePM'sresig-
nationoverpoliceactionagainst
protesters, the government
rushedUnionMinister of State
forPMOJitendraSinghtotalkto
Rahul.
BJP insiders said thedevel-

opments around the student
protests, which some party
leadersallegedwereinfluenced
byexternal forces, tookan“un-
expectedturn”withthedispen-
sationstrugglingto“containitin
time”. they also admitted that
Rahul's move took the ruling
campbysurprise.
thegovernment sent Singh

alongwithUnionHomeSecre-
tary GovindMohan to talk to
Rahulandassurehimthatthere
wouldbeadiscussioninParlia-
mentovertheNeetissue.
the Rahul-led Congress

demonstrationwas joined by
other leaders of theOpposition
INdIabloc, suchasSamajwadi
Party (SP) chiefakhileshyadav
andNCP(SP)’sSupriyaSule.
Later, the ruling camp tried

to target Rahul. In an X post,

Singhstated,“Foraseniorleader
like ShriRahulGandhi and the
Leader of theOpposition to go
backonhiswordisunfortunate
and contrary to every normof
democracy.thegovernment is
readytodiscussinParliamentall
issues related toNeetand the
associatedmovement.” aBJP
leader, though, said, “First time
RahulGandhimadeapolitical
move... andweareon theback
foot.”
themove to agree for adis-

cussion also appeared to be a
“climbdown”.earlierintheday,
theministersmaintained that
PMModi’s remarks at theNda
meeting, whichwere cited by
ParliamentaryaffairsMinister
KirenRijiju before themedia,
was “the government’sway of
communicatingitsposition”.
Holding that theNeet leak

wasa“graveoffence”,Moditold
theNdaMPs that the govern-
menthas taken immediate ac-
tionagainsttheculpritsandwill
notallowthe futureof students
to be compromised. asserting
that the youths could bemis-
guided by “several gangs”, he
also asked the ruling MPs to
reachoutandguidethem.
theBJPhasaskeditstalking

heads to convey that the Con-
gresshasseta“wronganddan-
gerousprecedentbyprotesting
outside the PM’s residence”,
whichwas, theparty said, “not
only a security threat, but such
spitefulbehaviourisnotseenin
maturedemocracies”.
Party leaders also stressed

howyouthprotestsintheneigh-
bouringcountrieslikeNepal,Sri
LankaandBangladeshhad“cre-
atedmayhem”there.
this political dramahas in-

tensified the standoff between
thegovernmentandtheOpposi-
tion, with the proceedings in
boththeHouseswashedoutfor
the seconddayof theMonsoon
Session tuesday. “It was a
sessionwhichwas expected to
seetheOppositionabsolutelydi-
videdand the rulingNdahav-
ing a clear upper hand. But in
contrast, parties like SP and
NCP(SP) joined the Congress
protest,”notedaBJPMP.
Several MPs from the BJP

and its allies expressed their re-
sentmentover“negativeoptics”
created byMonday’s develop-
ments. “the issue could have
beenhandled in abetterway...
wehaveeverymachinerywith
us,stillwemismanaged,”saida
BJPMP.

unionminister Jitendrasingh interactswithloksabhaleaderof
oppositionrahulGandhi innewdelhi ontuesday. pti

E.

pmnarendramodi,unionministersamitshahandKirenrijiju, and
bJppresidentnitinnabinafter the ‘mangalmilan’meeting in the
parliament librarybuilding, innewdelhi ontuesday. pti

inSolidarity
ADAYafterprotesters tak-
ingpart in ‘SansadChalo’
rally facedlathichargeand
teargasshellingfromDelhi
Police,MPsfromOpposition
partiesstreamedinto
expresssolidaritywiththem
atJantarMantaronTues-
day.FromShivSena(UBT)’s
SanjayRautandArvindSa-
wanttoCPI(M)’sJohnBrit-
tas,Oppositionleadersmet
thoseassociatedwiththe
CockroachJantaPartyas
wellas theinjuredprotesters
whoreturnedtotheprotest
siteaftermedical treatment.

CarSewa
ANSUVbelongingtoaCon-
gressleaderwasparkedina
spotthatservedasavantage
pointforanyonelookingto
shootvideosoftheparty’s
protestnearPMNarendra
Modi’sresidenceonTues-
day.WhileinitiallytheCon-
gressleaderdidn’t letany-
oneleanontohiscar,once
thepolicestarteddetaining
partyMPs,hegaveafree
passtopeoplewhowanted
toshootvideosofthepolice
action.SomeCongress
workersalsostoodonthe
roofofthecarandshot
videosof leaders, including
RahulGandhiandPriyanka
GandhiVadra,beingpushed
intothepolicebuses.The
onlookersleftmultipledents
ontheSUV,buttheCongress
leaderwasunfazedandsaid
thatitwasa“sacrificeforthe
countryandtheyouth”.

Viralbyerror
CONGRESS’SRAJYASabha
MPSyedNaseerHussainer-
roneouslywentviralonso-
cialmediaadayafterthestu-
dents’protest intheCapital.
Thereason:Hussain’s
resemblancetoUnionEdu-
cationMinisterDharmendra
Pradhan.Videoclipsofthe
MPstandingnexttosenior
CongressleaderRenuka
Chowdhuryassheattacked
theBJPgovernmentforthe
policeexcessesonprotest-
ingstudentsbegandoingthe
rounds,withmanymistak-
ingHussainforPradhanand
attackinghim.

noabsentees
THECPWDhasaskeditsof-
ficerstoavoidtakingleave
forthedurationoftheMon-
soonSessionofParliament.
It is learntthatofficersofthe
levelofSuperintendingEn-
gineerandabovehavebeen
toldtheirpresenceisessen-
tial forrespondingtoParlia-
mentquestionsand
referencesfromMPsina
time-boundmanner.

Delhi
ConfiDential

SiddharthUpasani
NewDelhi,July21

New data underlines how
tamilNadu remains closest in
India to replicating China’s
women-led electronicsmanu-
facturing model, with other
statesfarbehind.
theMinistryofStatisticsand

Programme Implementation’s
(MoSPI) recent reporton the la-
bourmarket in India’s 46most
populous cities (with apopula-
tionofmore than10 lakhasper
Census 2011) shows that two
tamilNaducities—Coimbatore
at41.3%andMaduraiat37%—
rank in the top three when it
comes to the female Labour
ForceParticipationRate.thisis
wellabovetheurbanIndiaaver-
ageof27.7%.
theLabourForceParticipa-

tionRatereferstothepercentage
of people either already em-
ployedorlookingforwork.
Sandwiched between the

two,at40.6%,isSurat.However,
theannualSurveyofIndustries

data shows thatGujarat’s share
amongwomenemployedinthe
manufactureofcomputers,elec-
tronicsandopticalproducts re-
mained stagnant at 10% from
2013-14 to 2023-24, even as it
grewfrom20%to43%fortamil
Naduinthesameperiod.
atthesametime,Maharash-

tra andKarnataka sawnotable
declines in the shareofwomen
theyemployinthemanufacture
of computers, electronics and
optical products—24% to6%,
and11%to8%,between2013-14
and2023-24.
asapercentageofallwomen

directlyemployedinIndia’sfac-
tories–irrespectiveofwhatthey
manufacture—tamilNadure-
mains the leader among states.
Ithaslargelyheldontothislead,
with its share showing only a
slightdeclinefrom43%in2021-
22to40%in2023-24.

TheTNeffect
In 2023-24, tamilNaduac-

counted for nearly half the
women directly employed

(contract staff excluded) in the
manufactureofcomputers,elec-
tronics and optical products
across the country—14,814 of
thetotal34,531.
this figure has likely in-

creased further since thenafter
theinaugurationinaugust2024
by the state government and
Foxconnof awomen-only resi-
dentialcomplexinVallamVada-
gal,Sriperumbudur.Builtbythe
StateIndustriesPromotionCor-
poration of tamil Nadu (SIP-
COt) at a cost ofRs 706.5 crore,
itcanhouse18,720workers.
thenewMoSPI data on In-

dia’s 46biggest cities is also far
fromthecompletetamilNadu
picture as it only covers cities
whichhadapopulationofmore
than10lakhinCensus2011.this
meansnewindustrialhubssuch
asHosur,erodeandOragadam
are not included as they had a
population lower than that in
Census2011.
More recently, tamilNadu

signedaRs 15,000-crore agree-
mentwithVikramSolar for the

setting up of a Battery energy
StorageSystemmanufacturing
facilityattheSIPCOtIndustrial
Parkintirunelvelidistrict,days
after another MoU worth Rs
1,000crorewassignedwithHi-
tachi to expand the company’s
facilities. the state is also re-
portedly in the race to be the
homeofBajaj auto’s proposed
new manufacturing plant as
well asCanadian firmNeoPer-

formanceMaterials’ rare earth
magnetmanufacturingbase in
thecountry.allofthisshouldre-
sult in the hiring of more
women.
according toPooja Sharma

Goyal, Founding CeO of the
UdaitiFoundation–anon-profit
workingonimprovingtheavail-
ability and accessibility of
quality work for women —
tamilNadu’s success lies in re-

solving housing for women
workers,theoneissuethatleads
to80%ofwomendecliningjobs.
treating housing as econ-

omicinfrastructureandnotwel-
fare,Goyalsays,thetamilNadu
workingwomen'sHostelsCor-
porationoffers twomodels: in-
dustrialhousing,involvinglarge
dormitory systemsunder SIP-
COt;andthozhihostels,which
are smaller, high-quality infra-
structurewith100-150beds.the
19thozhihostelscurrentlyhave
87% occupancy, and the
number is set to rise to 46over
thenexttwoyears,Goyalsays.

HousingastheXfactor
according to a december

2024paperbythink-tankIndian
CouncilforResearchonInterna-
tional economicRelations, al-
most half theworkingwomen
hostelsinthecountryareinjust
two states: Kerala and tamil
Nadu.apart fromsecurity, the
closeproximityof thesehostels
to the place of work of the
womenhelpsattractandretain

migrant labour. For the em-
ployers, it reduces the require-
mentofprovidinglast-milemo-
bilityinfrastructure.
But, in contrast to tamil

Nadu,Kerala’s shareofwomen
workforce in manufacturing
electronics is low and went
down from8%in2013-14 to6%
in 2023-24. However, it is still
higher than states such as
andhraPradesh (3%)andUttar
Pradesh(5%).
Other states are trying to

catchup.Indecember,Foxconn
hirednearly30,000peopleforits
new iPhone assembly plant in
Karnataka’s devanahalli, of
whomaround 80% (24,000or
so) are reportedlywomen.the
firm is addingmoredormitory
accommodationsonitscampus
toaddtothesixalreadyinplace.

Low,butrapidly
growingwages
thehostels areknowntobe

restrictive, with factories re-
ported to have avoided hiring
married women in the past,

evenasthedrudgeryandrepeti-
tive nature ofwork canbedis-
piriting.
thentherearethewages. In

Chennai, the averagemonthly
wageforsalariedwomenwasRs
22,919 in 2025, lower than the
million-plus city average ofRs
23,707 and almost half of top-
ranked Prayagraj; it was even
lower inCoimbatore (Rs 19,149)
andMadurai(Rs18,247).
even in themanufacture of

computers, electronics andop-
tical products, where tamil
Nadu dominates, the average
wageperworkerin2023-24was
Rs2.45 lakh, lower than theall-
India average ofRs 2.5 lakh. In
top-rankedtelangana,thisisRs
4.46 lakh. But thewages have
beengrowingfasterthaninmost
other states. Between 2013-14
and 2023-24, the averagewage
growthintamilNaduwas83%,
over twice theall-India average
of 36%, andbehindonlydelhi
(124%),Puducherry(115%),Mad-
hya Pradesh (92%), Goa (90%)
andUttarakhand(89%).

l43%ofwomenmakingelectronicsareintN
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ArieS (mAr21 -Apr20):Planonmore socialising and
participating in sports events in thenext severalweeks.
Romance, the creative arts and fun activitieswith children
will flourish. In fact, thenext fourweeks are agreat time for
a vacation. Tonight: Things are intense.

tAuruS(Apr21 -mAy21):Today it’s best togoalong to
get alongwhendealingwithpartners andclose friends. In
thenext fourweeks, your involvementwith home, family
andaparentwill increase. Tonight: Be cooperative.

Gemini (mAy22 - June21):Thepaceof your days
will accelerate in thenext fourweeks. Youwill have
places togo, things todoandpeople to see. Enjoy
interactingwith siblings, neighbours and relatives.
Tonight:Work hard.

CAnCer(June22 - July23):Youwill find that your
focuson your earnings andcash flowwill increase in the
next fourweeks. Boost your income, because this is your
year toget richer! Tonight: Enjoy yourself.

leo(July24-AuG23):Today theSunenters your sign
to stay for thenext fourweeks. This is favourable for you! It
will energise youandgive youachance to recharge your
batteries for the rest of year. Expect good fortune. Tonight:
Relax at home.

VirGo(AuG24-Sep23):Your personal year is coming
to anend,which iswhy thenext fourweekswill be aquiet
time for you. It's an excellentwindow for you todefine
futuregoals. Goals alsogive youa senseof purpose.
Tonight: Clarify things.

librA (Sep24-oCt23):Your popularitywill increase in
thenext fourweeks. You'll welcome this. Youmight join
groups aswell as see friends. This is also anexcellent time
todefine futuregoals. Tonight: Check yourmoney.

SCorpio (oCt24-noV23):You'll lookgreat to author-
ity figures in thenext fourweeks. This happensoncea year
and symbolises that you're in a flattering spotlight. You
impress everyone. This is the time togoafterwhat you
want. Tonight: You're strong.

SAGittAriuS (noV24-deC22):Grabevery opportun-
ity to travel andexpandyourworld in thenext fourweeks. If
youcan't travel, thenbea tourist in your owncity. Youcan
also expandyourworld through further education, books,
filmand talking topeople fromother backgrounds.
Tonight: Enjoy solitude.

CApriCorn(deC23- JAn20):Youcanget richer or
benefit in someway through thewealth and resourcesof
someoneelse, not only this year, but very strongly in the
next fourweeks. Bear this inmindandkeepyour pockets
open! Tonight: Be friendly.

AQuAriuS (JAn21 -Feb19): For thenext fourweeks,
youwill needmore sleep thanusual. Accept this. Getmore
rest. Focusonpartners, spouses andclose friendships
more thanusual. Tonight: You're noticed.

piSCeS (Feb20-mAr20):You'll be eager towork hard
in thenext fourweeks simply because you'remotivated.
This energy anddrivewill comeout of theblue. Use it to
your advantage so youcan improve your jobor get abetter
job. Tonight: Enjoyprivacy.

lrOYalstars bygeorgianicolslCrOsswOrd 6047

ACroSS
1Poet involvedwith fruit cake
(5,4)
8Commonstock (5)
9Claimed tobe a test of fitness
(7)
10Notapreciousstonebut
possiblyworn(6)
11He’s responsible for issueson
adailybasis (6)
12Whatgunrunners takepart
in? (4,4)
15Helikes toknowthefacts
aboutdrink (8)
18Somedirectorders for the
clergyman(6)
20Itneedsconsiderable
resources tochangethe law(6)
21Theytakepicturesahundred
—athousand—times (7)
22Addedrecommendationfor
a jockey (5)
23Cranksmaybemotivatedby
suchanoddcharacter (9)

doWn
2Correct somework themen
didwrongly (5)
3Di is to reform fools (6)
4Belowstandard tirade is
scandalous (8)
5Geometrical instruments—
dividers? (6)
6 Insect onanimal is a causeof
annoyance (7)
7Sadboy seenwhenavessel is
about to leave (4,5)
11Additional effort required in
small parts (5,4)
13RegandMaria joined in
wedlock (8)
14Goinghigher—towhere to
findwalkingpatients? (7)
16Go back—but not towork
(6)
17Possibly a grave signof
stress (6)
19Awild animal—but it’s all
right; a quiet one (5)

JumbledWordS

Su
do

ku
63

87

solUTions crossworD6046across: 1 Palette, 4Cinch, 7 Salt, 8 Earnings, 10
Editorship, 12 Broody, 13Agency, 15Drewoneout, 18Ding-dong, 19 Scow, 20Prize,
21 Yielded Down: 1 Paste, 2 Lollipop, 3 Elapse, 4Contingent, 5Nuns, 6History, 9
Roadbridge, 11 Enforced, 12 Build-up, 14 Twenty, 16 Towed, 17 Anti.

solUTions:Polio,Unfit,Linden,Haggle
answer:Theproblemwithdoingnothingisnotknowingwhenyouare
finished.-NelsonDeMille

Givenbeloware four jumbledwords.Solve the jumbles tomakeproper
wordsandmovethemtotherespectivecirclesbelow.Select the letters in
theshadedcirclesand jumble themtoget theanswer for thegivenquip.

theproblemwith______ isnotknowingwhenyouarefinished.
-NelsonDeMille (5,7)

Difficultylevel2s
instructions

To solve a Sudoku
puzzle, everydigit from
1 to9must appear in
eachof thenine vertical
columns, in eachof the
ninehorizontal rows
and in eachof thenine
boxes.

Difficultylevel
1s =Very easy; 2s =Easy;
3s =Medium;4s =Hard;
5s =VeryHard;
6s =Genius

lPioo

FUinT

eilDnn

aelggh

lmarvin byToMarMsTrong

lCalvin&hObbes bybillwaTTerson

lOverthehedge byMichaelFry&Tlewis

So
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o
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86
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l kin SAy She hAD CoMe To Delhi for SighTSeeing; SourCeS SAy SuffereD ASPhyxiA in A STAMPeDe-like SiTuATion

StudentadmittedinICUaftermarch—corridors inRMLquieter, securitytighter
TabshirShams&Drishti Jain
NewDelhi, July21

By TUeSdAy afternoon, the
corridor outside the Intensive
Care Unit (ICU) on the fifth
floor of RamManohar lohiya
hospitalhadfallenquiet.
The doors to the ward

swungopeneveryfewminutes
before closing again. Two po-
liceofficerssatonthestaircase
outside–onescrollingthrough
reels on his phone, the other
leaning against the railing.
Along the corridor, attendants
of other patients sat on the
stairs, pausing their conversa-
tionseachtimeanurse,doctor

or ward attendant emerged
throughthedoors.
According to the hospital

staff, around 230 people were
brought here for treatment
after Monday’s police crack-
down on the CJP protest. By
Tuesdaymorning,whilemany
hadbeendischarged,onlyone
protester—21-year-oldSakshi,
who is pursuing anAdvanced
diplomainComputerApplica-
tions—remained in the ICU.
Several attendants said the

atmosphere outside the ICU
hadchangedsinceMonday.
Untiladayearlier,theysaid,

relativescouldmoveinandout
of the fifth floor with relative

ease.SinceSakshi’sadmission,
theysaid,securityhadbecome
noticeablytighter.Now,attend-
antswaitedoutsideuntilhospi-
tal staff called them in during
designatedvisitinghours.
“earlier, itwasmucheasier

tomeetourlovedones,”saidan
attendant whosemother has
been in the ICU for the past
eight days after suffering seiz-
ures. “Now everything has be-
comestrict.Unlessthehospital
staffallowit,nobodyisallowed
inside.”
Until shortly before noon,

Sakshi’s family had been
among those waiting in the
samecorridor.

her brother, Manish, sat
quietly on the staircase after
spending the night at the hos-
pital. Speaking in short,
measuredsentences,hesaidhe
hadbarelyslept.
“She had come todelhi for

sightseeing,”hesaid.“Thenext
thing we heard was from the
hospital.”
Afewminuteslater,theICU

doorsopenedagain.
Sakshi’s mother stepped

out. dressed in a yellow suit
with a dupatta covering her
head, she walked slowly to-
wardsthe lift,hereyesfixedon
thefloor.
One of her sons asked

Manish to gather Sakshi’s be-
longings – a blue-striped bed-
sheet,asmallbrownpillow,two
bagsandamedicalfile—from
thestaircase.Asthefamilypre-
pared to leave, theywalked si-
lently towards the lift.
later that afternoon, as

journalistsgatheredoutsidethe
ICUhopingtospeakwiththem,
hospital staff escorted the
family away from the corridor
toaprivateroom.Thestafflater
said theyhadgone tomeet the
hospitaldirector.
According to sources, Sak-

shisufferedasphyxiainastam-
pede-like situation that broke
out after teargas shells were

firedandprotestersbeganrun-
ning. She also sustained in-
juries to her face, chest and
neck, thesourcessaid.
WhenSakshiwasbroughtto

the hospital on Monday, her
family said shewas placed on
ventilator support.
By Tuesday evening, how-

ever, thefamilysaidhercondi-
tion had improved signifi-
cantly. She was conscious,
well-oriented and had been
taken off the ventilator after
doctors told them she was no
longer incritical condition.
“We are hopeful shewill be

discharged soon,” a family
membersaid.

Shoes left behindduringMonday’smarchcollectednear the
protest site, Tuesday. ABHINAVSAHA

Protesters at JantarMantaronTuesday. ABHINAVSAHA

DevanshMittal
&VidheeshaKuntamalla
NewDelhi, July21

ByAFTeRNOONonTuesday,
thefirstrowinfrontofthestage
attheprotestsiteatJantarMan-
tarwaspackedonceagain.
Manyofthem—positioned

anironbarricadeawayfromthe
stage—wereamongthosewho
got detained or sustained in-
juriesbarely24hoursagoasthe
police andparamilitary forces
used teargas and resorted to
lathicharge tomanage Cock-
roachJantaParty(CJP)-ledpro-
testerswhotookpartinthe‘San-
sadChaloMarch’.
On Tuesday,many turned

upwith bandages on the fore-
heads, wrists or ankles; and
castsontheir legsorhands.Sit-
ting before a hastily rebuilt
stage,theyraisedslogansagain.
The protest site, however,

bore little resemblance towhat
itlookedlikethepreviousafter-

noon.Somewereheardsaying:
“Wearenotscaredofthepolice.”
On Monday, several pro-

testers, to shield themselves
against police action, had ar-
rived at JantarMantar, believ-
ing it would be a safe refuge.
Withinminutes,however,tear-
gas shells were fired and lath-
ichargefollowed.Inlessthan10
minutes,themonth-oldprotest
site — the centrepiece of the
CJPcampaign—wasemptied,
thestagedismantled.
even asmany thought that

thecrackdownhadbroughtthe
protest to an end, byMonday
night,volunteersstartedreturn-
ing. ByTuesdaymorning, they
had rebuilt the stage. It stood
drapedinfreshlytiedredcloth,
with mattresses and pillows
strewnacrossthecarpetedplat-
form.Therepairswerehurried,
andtheviolenceoftheprevious
daywasvisible.Thecanopyhad
beentornonthebackdrop.Sec-
tions of its metal frame re-

mainedbent.
Addressing the gathering,

dipke announced that the or-
ganisationwould pursue legal
actionagainstdelhiPoliceover
Monday’scrackdown.Whenhe
asked the crowd if they were
prepared to spend a fewmore
days at the site, the response
cameintheformofloudcheers.
Meanwhile,severalopposi-

tion leaders, including NCP
(SP) president Sharad Pawar,

AAPchiefArvindKejriwal,Shiv
Sena (UBT) chief Uddhav
Thackeray visited the site on
Tuesdayandextendedsupport
to theagitation.
Atoneendofthestagestood

portraits of SonamWangchuk
alongside photographs of stu-
dentswhohaddied by suicide
intheaftermathoftheNeeTre-
examcontroversy.
Organisers also converted a

smaller platform into a relief

area for the injured. Beside the
stage, hundreds of shoes and
slippers had been carefully ar-
ranged in a large rectangle
acrosstheroad—asilentmonu-
ment,volunteerssaid,tothepo-
liceactionadayearlier.
Throughout the afternoon,

chantsof“delhiPolice,haihai”,
“InquilabZindabad”,“JaiBhim”
and “dharmendra Pradhan is-
tifado(resign)”rolledacrossthe
protestsite.Membersofoutfits,
includingAISA, SFI, AISF, Col-
lective, dIShA and ASAP
formedcircles, raising slogans,
as police personnel watched
fromadistance.Atintervals,an-
nouncements from loud-
speakers urged protesters to
stopraisingslogans.
“Thestagethatwearesitting

onrightnowwasbrokenaround
3.30pmyesterday,”saideeshna,
delhiin-chargeofASAP,thestu-
dents’wingoftheAAP.
“The forces came in and

pushed the students. Many

started running towards the
stageandclimbedoverthebar-
ricades behind it. They broke
theirongrillbetweenthecrowd
and the stage where (CJP
founder)Abhijeetdipkeandthe
othersweresitting,”shesaid.
She said volunteers spent

the entire night rebuilding the
camp.“Wehaven’t been able to
sleepatall fordays.”
The camp, however, was

strugglingtomeetevenitsbasic
needs. “We have run out of
water. There is absolutely no
food.Itwouldbeofgreathelpif
someone comes forward and
contributes,”eeshnasaid.
According to her, different

student outfits haddivided re-
sponsibilitiestokeeptheprotest
functioning despite the dam-
age. “ASAP is taking care of se-
curity,foodandwater.AISAwas
onahunger strikeuntil yester-
day. AISF has beenmobilising
people,andSFIismanagingthe
librarywehavesetuphere.”

Securitypersonnel at JantarMantar. ABHINAVSAHA

AtCJP’s resurrectedJantarMantarstage,
thescarsofviolenceanddefiantslogans

CJP founderAbhijeetDipkemeetsprotesters. ABHINAVSAHA

SohiniGhosh
NewDelhi, July21

ACTIVISTSONAMWangchuk,
who is on his 24th day of
hunger strike, was discharged
from the Safdarjunghospital
on Tuesday evening and
shifted toMedantahospital in
Gurgaon for further treatment
in compliance with a delhi
highCourtorder.
Wangchukwas brought to

theMedantahospitalinanam-
bulance at 7.28 pmunder tight
security.hehasbeenadmitted
to ICU8 andhis treatment has
begununderthesupervisionof
dr SushilaKataria, an internal
medicine specialist, said ahos-
pitalofficial.
ThehCearlier inthedaydi-

rectedthatWangchukbeshifted
toahospitalofhischoice.
The bench of Chief Justice

d K Upadhyaya and Justice
TejasKariaallowedhiswifeGi-
tanjaliAngmoround-the-clock
access to Wangchuk at Med-
antahospital. It also directed
thatWangchuk be constantly
monitoredandthatmedicines
beadministeredas required in
theopinionofthehospital'sex-
perts,andthatWangchukshall
abidebytheadvice.
Wangchuk,whohasbeenon

hungerstrikesinceJune28,de-
mandingUnioneducationMin-
isterdharmendraPradhan’sres-
ignationoverNeeTpaperleaks,
washospitalised at Safdarjung
hospital after delhi Police
swoopedinat theprotestsite in
JantarMantar on July 18 and
movedhim to thehospital, cit-
inghishealthcondition.
The court, directing for the

shift–aswasdesiredbyWang-
chuk–opinedthathe“oughtto
be shifted to a hospital of his
choice” and that it “will be in
fulfilment of requirements of
his fundamental rights” to
life, free movement and per-
sonal liberty.
The order comes after hC

tooknoteofclaimsofviolation
of his fundamental rights – in-
cluding excessive police
searches on him and seized
electronic devices – as alleged
byWangchuk ina letter.
Angmo, in her initial peti-

tion on July 19, had said that
Wangchuk’s “continued con-
finement”atSafdarjunghospi-
tal is“whollywithouttheauth-
orityof law,”withnoFIR,order
of arrest, preventive detention
order or any other judicial or
executive order authorising

“his continued confinement,
isolation or denial of access to
hislegalcounselordoctorswho
had been examining him for
the last20days”.
“Such deprivation of per-

sonalliberty,dehorsanyproce-
dure established by law, is ex
facieviolativeofArticle21ofthe
Constitution, and every pas-
singhourofsuchunlawfulcon-
finementconstitutesacontinu-
ing constitutional injury,” she
hadsubmitted.
however, the hC — the

single judge or the division
benchhearingtheappeal—did
notdealwith thiscontention.
While disposing of the ap-

peal and all pending pleas by
Angmo, thehC told her coun-
sel,senioradvocateAkhilSibal,
on Tuesday: “The court’s con-
cern isonlywithhis safetyand
protection of fundamental
rights, nothing else withwhat
isgoingon.”
Angmo,welcoming thehC

verdict, said that Wangchuk
will continuehis fast ina show
of “solidarity with students
whowerebeatenyesterday”.
Solicitor General (SG) Tu-

sharMehta told the court that
he has “no objection” to the
proposal to shift, while urging
hC that Wangchuk may not
discharge himself fromMed-
antahospital againstmedical
advice,alsoknownasdAMA.
dAMAandlAMAaremedi-

cal terms for when a patient
leavesthehospitalbeforetreat-
ment is finished.WhiledAMA
means ‘discharge Against
MedicalAdvice’,lAMAmeans
‘left(orleave)AgainstMedical
Advice’.
A day ago, opposingWang-

chuk’s transfer from Safdar-
jung,Mehtahadarguedthathis
right to bodily autonomy —
righttochoosehistreatment—
“cannotbeabsolute” sinceany
potential harm to him can
“have an impact on law and
ordersituation”.
On Tuesday, the Resident

doctors’AssociationatVMMC
andSafdarjunghospitalaswell
asAIIMSsoughtthePresident’s
intervention in relation to
Wangchuk's bodily autonomy,
includinglAMAortherightof
a patient to leave hospital
againstmedicaladvice.
The single-judge bench on

July19hadrefusedAngmo'sre-
quest to shift Wangchuk to a
hospital of his choice. She had
thenappealedagainsttheorder
beforeadivisionbench.

AnambulancecarryingSonamWangchukarrivesatMedanta.ANI

AfterHCdirection
onwife’s petition,
Wangchukshifted to
MedantaHospital

DevanshMittal&
VidheeshaKuntamalla
NewDelhi, July21

leSS ThAN 24 hours after
being detained during the
Cockroach Janta Party’s (CJP)
march to Parliament, many
protesters were back at Jantar
Mantar on Tuesday evening.
Some among them returned
straight from police stations
where theyspent thenight.
Among themwas Sameer

dorwal (21). having come to
Jantar Mantar straight from
Mandir Marg police station
wherehewaskept in thenight
after being detained fromTol-
stoyRoad,thedelhiUniversity
School of Open learning stu-
dent was now more anxious
about facing his parents than
hehadbeenwhilefacingpolice
barricades, lathisandteargas.
“ItoldmyparentsIwasstay-

ingat a friend’splace,” saidSa-
meer. But he is firm on one
thing:hewillgobackhomeand
returnto theprotest siteagain.
he said he had furnished a

bail bond of Rs 5,000 and has
been asked to appear before a
magistrate inAugust.
ForSiddharth(22),alawstu-

dent at IP University, the ex-
perience was frightening. “I
was very scared when I was
picked up. I had no idea what

wasgoing tohappen."
Siddharth, who has been

stayingattheJantarMantarfor
the last three days, saidMon-
day’s events had only
strengthened his determina-
tion. "education is something
thatwilldecidethenation's fu-
ture, that iswhyit is important
tokeepprotesting,"hesaid.
At 7.37 pm, cheers erupted

across Jantar Mantar as CJP
spokespersonAshutoshRanka
announced that all those de-
tainedduringMonday’sprotest
hadbeenreleased.
Among those applauding

wereSeemayadav (38) andher
16-year-old daughter Krishna,
whohadcomefromAligarh.For
thelastfivedays,theyhadbeen
staying at Gurdwara Bangla
Sahib.“Atleast20policeofficers
tookme andmy daughter on
Monday.Theyseparatedusand
draggedme for nearly a kilo-
metre.Ifainted,”Seemaalleged.
Krishna, a Class 12 student

whowants tobecomeaprofes-
sor, was detained and taken to
Parliament Street police sta-
tion. “Iusedto think thepolice
protected people. yesterday,
theypulledmebymyhair and
toldmetogoto jail,” shesaid.
yet, lessthanadaylater,the

tworeturnedtotheprotestsite,
waiting to meet CJP leader
Abhijeetdipke.

Manydetained return
toJantarMantar straight
frompolice stations

MahenderSinghManral
NewDelhi,July21

ThedelhIPolice used “mild
force” onMonday to bring the
situation under control after
clashesmainlyatfourlocations
– Sansad Marg, Rail Bhawan
roundabout,JantarMantar,and
the Connaught Place Outer
Circle-Janpathstretch–theNew
delhidistrictpolicehavesaidin
an internal report,The Indian
Expresshaslearned.
At ameetingheld in the of-

fice ofdCP (Newdelhidistrict)
Sachin Sharma on Monday
night, delhi Police Commis-
sioner Anurag Kumarwas in-
formed that the district police
hadbegunpreparing a factual

reportontheeventsoftheday,a
sourcesaid.
The Special CP (law and

order)andotherseniorpoliceof-
ficers attended the meeting.
QueriessenttodCPSharmaand
the spokesperson fordelhi Po-
licedidnotelicitresponses.
AccordingtotheNewdelhi

district police report, close to
200 police personnel, includ-
ingseniorofficers,wereinjured
in the clashes. The report is
learned to have said that the
first confrontation took place
on SansadMarg. After being
pushed back from Sansad
Marg, sections of the crowd
moved through Raisina Road
towards Rail Bhawan, located
nearParliamenthouse.

AlokSingh
NewDelhi,July21

AdAy after violence erupted
during the Cockroach Janta
Party's(CJP)protestmarchfrom
JantarMantar to Parliament,
thedelhiPoliceonTuesdayreg-
isteredsixFIRsand launcheda
probeintowhethertheviolence
was part of a larger conspiracy
todisruptpeaceintheCapital.
The FIRs were registered

against unidentified people at
ParliamentStreet,Barakhamba
andConnaughtPlacepolicesta-
tions under sections related to
rioting,damagetogovernment
and private property, and as-
saultingpublicservantsonduty.
Police said the number of

FIRscouldincreaseasinvestiga-
tors continue to assess the al-
leged vandalism and damage
causedduringtheCJPmarch.
Sources said the investigat-

ing team is examining CCTV
footage, including that from
cameras equippedwith facial
recognition technology, to
identifythoseinvolvedinthevi-
olenceandattacksonpoliceper-
sonnel. “We are also reviewing
socialmedia posts andmobile
phone recordingsaspart of the
probe,”thesourcesaid.
Inastatement,thedelhiPo-

lice said protesters displayed
“unruly, aggressive andviolent
behaviour” and refused to dis-

perse anddeliberately violated
prohibitoryorders”.
“Theprotestersattackedpo-

lice personnelwith stones and
other objects, attempted to
breach police barricades, van-
dalisedpoliceandothergovern-
mentvehicles,damagedpublic
property, and resorted to large-
scale violence, posing a serious
threattopublicorder,thesecur-
ity arrangements in place, and
the safety of police personnel
performingtheirlawfulduties,”
itadded.
Thepolice further said that

protesters caused extensive
damagetopublicproperty,van-
dalising15to20governmentve-
hiclesandotherproperties.
More than 50,000 people

had gathered for themarchon
Monday,withthepoliceappear-
ing to be outnumbered as pro-
testers advanced toward the
Parliament.
As thepoliceused force, in-

cluding batons and tear gas, to
bring the situationunder con-
trol,more than 200people, in-
cludingmorethan100policeof-
ficers, were injured in the
violence.
The police had said more

than118ofitspersonnelwerein-
jured, including senior officers
ranging from special commis-
sioners of police to assistant
commissionersofpolice,aswell
asseveralwomenofficers.

Police lodge6FIRs, look for ‘larger
conspiracy’ inParliamentmarch

Clashesat4places, say
police in internal report

SecurityofficersatJantarMantar,Tuesday.ABHINAVSAHA
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MPAssemblypassesUCCBill,
Congressslams ‘RSSagenda’

SadafModak
Mumbai, July21

The 44 somalians sentenced
to life by a special Court here
Monday,forpiracyandkidnap-
ping amongother charges, are
hoping that they will be
allowed to serve their terms
backhome.
Their convictionswere the

first under theMaritimeAnti-
Piracy Act, enacted in 2022.
Ranging in ages between early
20sand50s,themenhavebeen
jailedsinceApril2024.barring
one, none can speak english,
andhavehadnovisitors in the
twoyearsof theirarrest.
during the sentencing

Monday, themen raised their
hands as accused No. 17
Li banmAbdi Jama, the only
one who can speak english
among them, asked the court
if they could return home to
serve their punishment, as
well as what the procedure
would be now andwhen they
could return.
Jama said the men had

pleaded guilty in the hope
that this would help their ap-
plications to serve out their
time in somalia. he talked
about the severe hardships
they were facing in jail due to
differences in language, cul-
ture, diet and lifestyle, as well
as the lack of any family and
friends in the country.
Jama told The Indian Ex-

press: “We want to return.
even thoughwehavenocom-
plaints in jail, it is difficult to
adapt to living in a prison far
from home. Communication
is challenging, food prefer-

ences and culture are differ-
ent. Currently, we are only in
touch with our families
through video-conferencing
asper jail rules.At least ina jail
in somalia, they canvisit us.”
Whilethejudgmentdidnot

laydown thenext steps for the
44men, whowere brought to
court with guards of the Navi
MumbaiPoliceCommissioner-
ate, special Public Prosecutor
Ranjeet sangle told them in
court that they could write to
the somali embassy through
the jail superintendent.
“As far as serving their life

sentences are concerned, it is
entirely the prerogative of the
Government of india if it
wishes to deport the convicts
to somalia under the bilateral
Mutual Legal Assistance
Treaty between the two na-
tions,” sangle said.
Under the treaty, theMin-

istry of home Affairs is the

nodal ministry and Central
authority for seeking andpro-
vidingmutual legalassistance
in criminal lawmatters.
special Judge s bdige said

thejudgmentwillbesenttothe
government and the district
Magistrate for furtheraction.
Aspera2017agreementbe-

tween somalia and india on
the transfer of prisoners, na-
tionalsofthetwocountriescan
serve sentences back in their
places.similarbilateralagree-
mentsexistbetweenindiaand
othercountriessuchastheUk,
italy,Russia.
Apart from charges under

theMaritimeAnti-Piracy Act,
themen have been convicted
under sections of the iPC
covering kidnapping for ran-
som, criminal conspiracy, at-
tempt tomurder, andcarrying
of weapons, after pleading
guilty to thesametoo.
While 35 of themwere ar-

rested onMarch 14, 2024, on
charges of abducting the crew
ofmerchantvesselex-Ruen,14
days later, ninemorewere ar-
restedforholdingthecrewofa
fishingvesselhostage.
deputy superintendent of

Police Maya More said their
main challenge during the in-
vestigation was that the ac-
cuseddidnot speakenglish.
“We had to go to the high

seasforpanchnamas.Asomali
student fromPuneUniversity
was contacted to act as inter-
preter…Themenplayeddiffer-
entroles,fromdemandingran-
som to holding the crew
hostage,andhadsophisticated
weapons,” More said, adding
that it isup to theCentre tode-
cide if themen should be sent
tosomalia toserve their time.

Earlier cases
in 2017, 117 somali men

were sentenced to seven years
in separate cases, following
four anti-piracy operations by
theindianNavyandtheindian
Coast Guard in 2011-2012. by
then,theyhadspentalmostan
equalamountoftimeasunder-
trials,pickinguphindiandMa-
rathiwhile in jail.
At their sentencing, the

men requested the court for
“maafi”,sayingtheymissedthe
food back home and their
families whom they had not
seen for years, andblamed the
situation in somalia for push-
ingthemintopiracy.however,
thecourttoldthemtoserveout
their sentence. A year later,
they returned toMogadishu in
flights chartered by the soma-
liangovernment.

Ranging inagesbetweenearly 20sand50s, themenhavebeen
jailed sinceApril 2024. fIle
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Given life,44Somalipirateshope to
besenthometoserveout sentence

AnandMohanJ
Bhopal, July21

The MAdhYA Pradesh As-
semblyonTuesdaypassed the
MadhyaPradeshUniformCivil
Code (UCC), 2026, bill amid
protests fromtheOpposition.
The legislation, introduced

on the secondday of themon-
soonsessiononMonday,creates
a common civil law governing
marriage, divorce, inheritance
and live-in relationships,while
exempting scheduled Tribes
coveredunderArticles342and
366(25) of the Constitution. it
bans polygamy, criminalises
practicessuchastripletalaqand
nikahhalala,mandatesregistra-
tionofmarriages, divorces and
live-inrelationships,andgrants
equal inheritance rights irre-
spectiveofgender.
ChiefMinisterMohanYadav,

replyingtothedebate,described
thelegislationasalandmarkre-
form. “Goldenhistory is being
writteninthisAssemblytoday,”
he said, adding that the law
would “criminalise triple talaq
andhalala, prohibit polygamy,
make registration ofmarriage
anddivorcemandatoryandgive
equal inheritance rights to
allchildren”.Callingthelegisla-
tionafulfilmentoftheConstitu-
tion’s vision under Article 44,
Yadav said, “The fundamental

spiritof theUCCis ‘equality for
All,Respect forAll’. it isnot just
oursentimentbutthesentiment
oftheentirecountry.everyone,
especiallywomen, shouldhave
theirrights.”
Launchingasharpattackon

theCongress,hefurtheralleged
that theOppositionwasoppos-
ingthelegislationonlyfor“Mus-
lim appeasement”. “if Con-
gressmen have even a little
respect forbabasahebAmbed-
kar,theyshouldwashawaytheir
sinsbysupportingtheUCC,”he
said, adding, “PrimeMinister
NarendraModi gave rights to
Muslimwomenby abolishing

triple talaq.Weare implement-
ingtheUCCsothatAmar,Akbar,
Anthony,Robin andRahimall
liveunderthesamelaw.”
healsodefended theexclu-

sion of scheduledTribes from
the legislation. “Thetribalcom-
munityhasbeenexcludedinac-
cordance with constitutional
provisions.Wehave respected
their constitutional safeguards
andtraditional rights.”explain-
ingprovisionsofthelaw,hesaid,
“duties and rules are the same
foreveryone.Theminimumage
formarriagewill be 21 years for
men and 18 years for women.
Marriage registration will be

mandatory.Onlythosewhohave
marriedoncewill beallowed to
live inMadhya Pradesh. Only
afterdivorcewillapersonbeable
tolivewithasecondlifepartner.
Noonewillbeabletoarbitrarily
say ‘talaq, talaq, talaq’.Registra-
tionwillalsoberequiredforlive-
inrelationships.”
headdedthattheUCC“isa

great opportunity to provide
equalopportunitiesandjustice
topeople fromallwalksof life”
and said, “This is a bill that
strengthensnational unity, in-
tegrity, women’s respect and
socialharmony.”
earlier in thedebate, senior

CongressMLAArifMasoodop-
posed the legislationandurged
speakerNarendrasinghTomar
tosendittoaselectCommittee.
“Thisbillcontainsmanyincon-
sistencies. TheUnion govern-
mentitselfhasnotimplemented
a Uniform Civil Code. The
matter has remained pending
before theLawCommission for
threeyears.”Masoodarguedthat
the legislation infringedconsti-
tutionalprotections.“Thebillvi-
olatesthefundamentalrightsre-
lating to culture andeducation
guaranteedunderArticle 29 of
theConstitution,”hesaid,while
moving amendments seeking
detailedlegislativescrutiny.
The house rejected the

amendmentsbyvoicevote.

LoPUmangsingharbacked
thedemand to refer the legisla-
tiontoaselectCommittee, say-
ingthestatefacedmorepressing
concerns. “There isnoneed for
aUniformCivilCodeinMadhya
Pradeshatpresent.Theissueof
27percentreservationforObCs
ismoreimportant,”hesaid.
Congress legislators later

rushedtotheWellofthehouse,
shouting slogans, following
whichspeakerNarendrasingh
Tomarpassed thebill by voice
voteamidthedin.
OutsidetheAssembly,sing-

har accused the bJP govern-
mentofusingthelegislationto
pursue ideological objectives
while ignoring governance is-
sues. “The bJP government
wants to implement the Rss
agendainthenameoftheUCC
and is running away from the
real issuesof thepeople,”sing-
har said in a statement. “The
government is asleep like a
dead government when it
comes to the people’s prob-
lems. Farmers are facing a
shortageoffertilisers,youthare
wanderinginsearchofemploy-
ment, crimes against women
are continuously increasing
and scams are being exposed,
butthegovernmentissilenton
theseserious issues.”

FullREPoRToN
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IIT-Roorkeegagorderagainst
supportingpoliticalmovements
AiswaryaRaj
Dehradun,July21

The iNdiAN iNsTiTUTe of
Technology (iiT) Roorkee has
asked its students not to join
politicaldiscussionsoractivities,
andmakea statementwithout
thepermissionoftheinstitute.
in amail fromthe iiT-Roor-

keeRegistrardatedJuly20,stu-
dentsweretold,“ithasbeenno-
ticed on social media
platforms... that some of the
campus inmates (have) shown
their affinity with political
movements like the one cur-
rently, in public utterance and
criticism.All the students, em-
ployees, stakeholders are pol-
itelyremindedherewiththatiiT
admittedstudentsorappointed
staff toprovidefor instructions,
research and for the advance-

ment of learning, anddissemi-
nation of knowledge in engin-
eering,technology,sciencesand
arts.
“itisengravedinthenotified

conductrulesthatnostudentor
employeewillbeallowedtojoin
political discussion or partici-
pate in any political activity
withoutpriorpermissionforthe
instituteormakeanystatement
or opinion in any broadcast/
telecastorinprintore-mediain
anypublicutterancewhichisca-
pable of embarrassing the rela-
tionsbetween the institute and
theCentre or anyotherOrgan-
isations or members of the
public.”
Though the mail comes

againstthebackdropoftheJan-
tarMantar protests led by the
CockroachJantaParty,itdidnot
mentionthatbyname.

Onthesamedayasthemail,
the institute had posted on X
that it “is committed tomain-
tainingthedistinctionbetween
personalexpressionsandofficial
institutionalcommunications”.
“Anyviewsorcontentshared

by individuals in theirpersonal
capacity are their own and
shouldnotbe interpretedas re-
flectingthepositionorendorse-
ment of the institute. Official
communicationsofiiTRoorkee
are issuedonly through itsdes-
ignated and authorised chan-
nels,”thepostsaid.
issuing a statement to the

media later, iiTRoorkeemedia
in-charge, sonika srivastava,
said that the communication is
an internal advisory circulated
among students, faculty, and
staff at the commencement of
eachacademicsession.

Nostay onKerala
Waqf Board curbs,
SCdropsgovt
oversight clause
ExpressNewsService
NewDelhi, July21

ThesUPReMeCourtonTues-
day declined to interfere with
the keralahigh Court’s ad-in-
terim direction barring the
stateWaqf board from taking
anymajor decisions or incur-
ringanycapitalexpenditureas
its constitution is prima facie
notinconformitywiththe2025
Waqf Amendment Act that
requires the inclusion of two
non-Muslimmembersandone
shiamember in it.
A three-judge bench pre-

sided over by CJi surya kant,
however, deleted thehC’s di-
rectionthattheboardfunction
under the supervision of the
government’sjointsecretaryor
additional secretary.
Thebench,alsocomprising

Justices Joymalya bagchi and
VMohana,said,“inviewofthe
opening line of para 6 (of the
high court order),whereunder
boardhasbeendirected tonot
undertakeanycapitalexpendi-
ture etc. without leave of the
court,wearesatisfiedthatthere
is no necessity for retention of
last line of para 6 of the order.
Consequently, the direction
that the board shall function
under supervision of jt. secy/
additionalsecretaryofgovern-
ment isherebydeleted.”
Thetopcourtnotedthatthe

matter was coming up before
thehighcourtagainonWednes-
day and urged it to decide ex-
peditiously.Thecourtwashear-
inganappealfiledbytheboard
against thehighcourt’s interim
direction,whichcameonpublic
interest litigations (PiLs) ques-
tioningitsconstitution.

Congress leadersprotestagainst theUCCBill inBhopal, Tuesday. PTI

17involvedin
Mogapolice
stationgrenade
attackarrested
ExpressNewsService
Chandigarh, July21

iNAmajorbreakthroughMoga
Police has thwarted a possible
terror conspiracy with the ar-
rest of 17 accused persons, in-
cluding threemain executors
involved in the low-intensity
grenadeattackatPolicestation
sadarMoga,saiddirectorGen-
eral of Police (dGP) Punjab
GauravYadavhereonTuesday.
Policehavealsorecoveredan

improvised explosive device
(ied) alongwith explosivema-
terial and electronic detonator
andone9MMGlockpistolalong
with amagazine, besides, im-
pounding thesplendormotor-
cycle (Pb-03-Ah-3088) used in
committingthegrenadeattack.
As per information, someun-
identifiedpersons threwa low-
intensitygrenadeatthebuilding
ofsadarMogapolicestationdur-
ing the earlymorninghours at
around3.15AMonJuly8,2026.
The three main executors

who executed the grenade at-
tackwere identified as Gagan
aliaskali, Rajesh aliaskhanna,
andshubhamaliasbhinder.Re-
maining arrested accused —
who assisted in logistics, net-
workexpansion,andharboring
the operatives— were ident-
ifiedasLajjaraliasAmanandhis
wifeParveenkaur,swaran,Go-
bind,sagar,John,Ruth,Raj,sa-
rabjit kaur, Gurpreet singh,
Rahul, karandeep singh, Lo-
vepreet,andsukhwinderkaur.
dGPGauravYadavsaid that

apreliminaryprobehasrevealed
thatiqbalsinghaliasRavidhali-
wal, based in theUkandalleg-
edly involved incriminal activ-
ities, was the mastermind
behindtheconspiracy.Onhisdi-
rections,theaccusedcarriedout
thegrenadeattackatsadarMoga
policestationandwereplanning
toplantaniedinatrainrunning
fromFerozepur toJammu.The
dGP said that further probe is
underway touncover theentire
networkand identifyall associ-
ates involved. iGP Faridkot
RangeNilambari Jagdale said
multiplepolice teamswerede-
ployedtotracetheperpetrators.

Wangchuk, CJP
protesters are
traitors: UPminister
PressTrustof India
Lucknow,July21

UTTAR PRAdesh higher
educationMinister Yogendra
Upadhyay onTuesday termed
the CJP’s agitation at delhi’s
Jantar Mantar a “protest by
traitors.” The minister also
termed activist sonamWang-
chuk a “rashtradrohi.” “This is
aprotestbythetraitors,”hetold
anewschannelhere.
AskedwhetherWangchuk,

on a hunger strike for more
than 20 days, was also a “trai-
tor”, theminister said, “defi-
nitely.Forwhomaretheyhold-
ingprotests?Onwhichissueare
theyholdingprotests?”
On Union educationMin-

ister dharmendra Pradhan,
theminister said, “TheUnion
minister isnot tobeblamed. it
is the officials who should be
blamed (for the NeeT paper
leak). had theUnionminister
resigned, then the official
wouldhavegot away.”

SukritaBaruah
Guwahati, July 21

LARGe PARTs of Assam con-
tinued to be flooded on Tues-
daymorning, with onemore
person dying inUpperAssam,
takingthetotaldeathtollinthis
year’s floods in thestate to 11.
AccordingtoChiefMinister

himanta biswa sarma, the
“unprecedented flooding” in
theUpperAssamdistrictsofsi-
vasagar, JorhatandCharaideo
has resulted in “water levels
unseen inhalf a century”.
Asof8amonTuesday, five

rivers — the brahmaputra in
Neamatighat, theburhidihing
inkhowang, thedikhowinsi-
vasagar, the disang inNgang-
lamuraghat, and the dhansiri
in Golaghat and Numaligarh
— continued to flow over
danger levels.
Large swathes of Upper

Assamhavebeenhit by floods
causedby rivers swelling after

heavy rains sincesunday.
On Tuesday morning,

12,720peoplewere ina totalof
52 relief camps set up in re-
sponse to the acute flood situ-
ation, and a total of 9,160
people were evacuated by
boats, officials said.
According to estimates by

theAssamstatedisasterMan-
agement Authority, a total of
3.1 lakhpeoplewereaffectedas
of Tuesday morning, with
14,411 hectares of crop areas
submerged.
“Landslides were reported

in five parts of Guwahati
on Monday evening. There
have been no additional inci-
dentsonTuesday,”anAsdMA
official said.
Meanwhile, the Railways

announcedspecialtrainstoas-
sist passengers stranded by
train cancellations because of
inundationofrailwaytracksin
andaroundsimalguri town in
sivasagardistrict.

Water levelsunseenin
halfacentury,saysCM
asAssamfloodtoll
rises to11;3Laffected

Peoplemove toa saferplace froma flood-affectedarea inAssam’s
Sivasagardistrict onTuesday. PTI

AnanthakrishnanG
&HamzaKhan
NewDelhi, July21

ThesUPReMeCourtTuesday
set aside the conviction and
death sentence of Abdul ha-
meedinthe1996samleti,dausa,
bus bombblast case, citingde-
nialofadequatelegalassistance
duringhisoriginaltrial.italsoset
aside the convictionof another
keyaccused,Pappualiassalim,
while refusing to interferewith
thehighCourt’sacquittalofthe
remainingpersonsinthecase.
The May 22, 1996, blast

killed 14people and injured37
as it ripped through a Rajas-
than Roadways bus travelling
from Agra to bikaner near
samleti village in Rajasthan’s
dausa district. The blast came
a day after the Lajpat Nagar
bombblastindelhiinwhich13
peoplewerekilled.
Overturning a July 2019

judgmentoftheRajasthanhigh
Courtthathadupheldhameed’s
convictionandcapitalsentence,
a supremeCourt bench com-
prising Justices VikramNath,
sanjay karol and sandeep
Mehta ordered a fresh trial, di-
recting that theproceedingsbe
concludedwithinoneyear.
“Thetruemeasureof justice

does not lie in the swiftness of
retribution,butinthediscipline
of restraint. it is a canonical
maxim of criminal jurispru-
dence that it is better for a
hundred guilty persons to es-
capethanforoneinnocentper-
sontobecondemned,”theCourt
observed.
“if the trial is found tohave

been conducted in breach of
theconstitutionalguaranteeof
afair trial, theveryfoundation
of the convictionwould stand
vitiated,” the apex court said,
addingthattheproceedingsof
the trial court “do not reflect

that dr Abdul hameed was
represented by a legal counsel
at anystage”.
highlighting that 30 years

have passed since the attack,
the supreme Court asked the
highCourt to assign the retrial
toa specialised fast-trackcourt
presided over by a judicial of-
ficerwithatleastsevenyearsof
experience insessionstrials.
Clarifying that its order is

basedonthelackoffairnessand
proceduralproprietyinthecase,
and that ithadnotgone into its
merits, the Court said: “The
special court shall indepen-
dentlyappreciatetheevidence…
anddecidethematterstrictlyon
itsownmeritswithoutbeingin-
fluenced by any observation
containedinthis judgement.”
TheCourt also spoke toha-

meed,who is lodged in Jaipur
CentralJail,viavideoconferenc-
ing,duringwhichhesaidthathe
had “not engaged any private

counsel and that no legal aid
counsel was ever provided to
himbythetrialcourt”.
One of the arguments by

the prosecution in seeking
death forhameedwas that he
was alsonamed in theRepub-
licdayblastatsMsstadiumin
Jaipur in 1996.
incidentally, an outfit

called the Jammu and kash-
mirislamicFronthadtakenre-
sponsibility for the samleti
blast at the time.
Whilehameed,whowasar-

restedonJune26,1997,hasnow
been in jail for 29 years, salim
wasarrestedamonthlaterand
was imprisoned for over 23
yearsbeforehewasreleasedon
parole in2020.
Among the accused, Riaz

Ahmadsheikh,diedduringthe
pendency of the trial. Another
accused, kulwinderjit singh,
was discharged by Additional
sessions Judge, bandikui, in

February 2003. in 2014, the
high Court dropped charges
against a third accused, Chan-
draPrakashAgarwal.
Finally, 18 years after the

blast, on september 29, 2014,
the trial court convicted seven
people–hameed,Javedkhan,
Abdul Goni, Lateef Ahmad
Waja, Mohammad Ali bhatt,
MirzaNisarhussainandRaees
baeg, while acquitting Farukh
Ahmed khan on the grounds
that the evidence against him
could not be proved beyond
reasonabledoubt.
Of those convicted, ha-

meedwas sentenced to death,
andtheothersgivensentences
ranging from life to 10 years’
rigorous imprisonment.
The trial court concluded

thathameed and an associate
had boarded the ill-fated bus,
planted the bomb under the
seatsinfrontofthem,andthen
disembarked.

1996Dausablast: SCsetsasidedeathsentence

‘Peoplewill think twice
about sailor jobs’:UP
villagemournsman
killed inRussianstrike
ManishSahu
Lucknow,July21

Abhishek NishAd, 22, a
nativeofUttarPradesh’sdeoria
district,wasamongfour indian
seafarerskilledonsundaywhen
aRussianmissile struckamer-
chant vessel shortly after it de-
partedUkraine’s southernport
of Odesa. A total of 10 people
diedintheattack.
ThevoyagewasNishad’sfirst

assignmentatsea.“Abhishekbe-
came interested in amaritime
career after speakingwith his
cousin,JairajNishad,asailorfor
the past few years,” said his
father kaushal Nishad, who
runs a cloth shop in karmel.
“...On June9,Abhishek left for
his first assignment as anOrdi-
naryseaman.heflewtoTurkey
viaMumbaitojointhevessel.”
“everyoneinourfamilyand

neighbourhoodwasproud that
oneofourboyshadsecuredajob
overseas.Wenever imagined it
wouldendinsuchatragedy,”he
said. The second of three
childrenborntokaushalNishad
andhiswifeAnitadevi,ahome-
maker, Abhishekwas the first
memberofhis family to secure
employmentabroad.“hecalled
us regularly, andwe last spoke
on the evening of July 19. he

askedhoweveryonewasdoing
andsaidhewassettlingintohis
newjob,”hisfathersaid.
“Just a fewhours later, the

ship came under amissile at-
tack.”Unawareofthestrike,the
familyattemptedtocallhimthe
nextday,buthisphonewentun-
answered.Representativesfrom
theshippingfirmlatercontacted
themwiththenewsofhisdeath.
Thefamily iswaiting forAbhis-
hek’s remains tobe repatriated
andhasnot yet been informed
whenthebodywillarrivehome.
Jitendra bahadurNishad,

thevillagehead, saidAbhishek
was among a handful of local
youthswhohadjoinedthemer-
chantnavyandwasthelatestto
doso. “This tragedyhasshaken
ourvillage,”hesaid.
Meanwhile, india onTues-

daysummonedRussia’scharge
d’affaires and lodged a strong
protestovertheincident.

AbhishekNishad

Kolkata
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I
TBEGANwithasoundheardfor the
first time in the forests of PannaNa-
tional Park. The crack of hydraulic
breakers echoed, followed by the
growlofexcavatorsandtherelentless

crawlofbulldozers.
Hillsides were cut open, and forest

tracks widened into construction roads.
Concrete and steel arrived where only
rock, river and trees stood before. One of
India’s largest engineering projects, the
Rs 44,605-crore Ken-Betwa Link Project,
hadbegun reshaping the landscape.
Afterdecadesofuncertainty,theproject

tolinktheKenandBetwarivershasentered
adecisivephase, triggeringaracetoevacu-
atenearly 2,000 families across 10 villages
—a rusheddeadline that has fuelled pro-
tests across the submergence zone as resi-
dents challenge compensation surveys,
eligibility listsandthetermsonwhichthey
arebeingaskedtoleave.
For the administration, the remaining

months are about meeting engineering
timelines, completing rehabilitation and
clearingthereservoirbefore thenextphase
of construction. For themany families still
livingintheshadowoftheDaudhandam—
oneofthemainarchitecturalfeaturesunder
theproject—it’sastruggleofadifferentkind:
proving,throughAadhaarcards,schoolcer-
tificates, revenue records anddecades-old
family registers, that they belong to the
placestheyarebeingaskedtoabandon.

Whentworiversmeet
The idea of linking India’s rivers dates

backtotheearly1980s.TheNationalWater
Development Agency, set up in 1982 to
examinethefeasibilityof interlinkingriver
basins, identified theKen-BetwaLink, as a
priority project. The project, India’s first
inter-basinriverlink,aimstotransferwater
fromtheKentotheBetwabasin.
Afeasibilityreportfollowedin1995,and

inAugust2005,MadhyaPradesh,UttarPra-
deshandtheCentreagreedtoprepareaDe-
tailedProjectReport.TheUnionCabinetfi-
nally approved the project in December
2021, transforming the landscape around
therivers intoconstructionsites.
Officials say thatonce ready, theproject

will irrigate9.04 lakhhectares,utilisemore
than4,843million cubicmetres ofwater,
generate103MWofhydropowerand27MW
ofsolarenergy,andsupplynearly194million
cubicmetresofdrinkingwatereachyear.
Theirrigationnetworkwillextendacross

someof themost parcheddistricts ofBun-
delkhand suchasChhatarpur, Tikamgarh,
Panna, Damoh, Vidisha, Sagar, Shivpuri,
Datia andRaisen inMadhyaPradesh, and
Banda, Mahoba, Jhansi and Lalitpur in
UttarPradesh.
AttheheartoftheprojectistheDaudhan

damplannedacross theKen river inMad-
hyaPradesh—astructurethatstretchesfor
morethan2km.Thereservoirofthedamis
designedtohold2,853millioncubicmetres
ofwater,whiletwoproposedpowerstations
at the site are expected to generatemore
than219millionunitsofelectricityannually.
Water from theDaudhan reservoirwill

flow through a 221-km link canal (which
gives theKen-BetwaLinkproject itsname)
into theBetwabasin. Thenetwork also in-
cludesother irrigational structures suchas
theLowerOrrProject,theKothaBarrage,the
BinaComplexMultipurposeProjectacross
SagarandRaisendistrictsandthe restored
KenCanalSysteminUttarPradesh.
ConstructiongatheredpaceinApril2025.

ByFebruary2026, officials saidmostof the
machinery was in place, river diversion
workswereunderway,andexcavationofthe
Daudhandam’sfoundationwasinprogress.
Beneaththeappearanceofsteadyprog-

ress is aparallel story—of environmental,
administrativeandengineeringchallenges.
Officials say additional private land is

stillneededtowidentheapproachroadsto
thedam.Acquisitionproceedingscovering
nearly 28hectares are underway,withno-
tificationsissuedinsomecasesandrecords
still beingprocessed inothers.Water pipe-
lines,electricitylinesandgovernmentstruc-
tureswithintheproject’srightofwayalsore-
mainincomplete,saidaprojectengineer.
But the biggest set of unresolved tasks

concernsrehabilitation.Villageswithinthe
submergence zonemust be evacuatedbe-
foreconstructioncanproceedinfull.
Officialprojectdocumentsestimatethat

construction of theDaudhandamwill di-
rectly submergeabout 2,171hectaresof vil-
lageland,whilethewidersubmergencearea
spansroughly9,000hectares.
Theproject’s resettlementandrehabili-

tationplanidentifies1,913affectedfamilies
across 10villages,withanestimatedpopu-
lationof 8,339.The regionhasa significant
tribal presence: ScheduledTribes account
for33.9%ofresidents.
But the biggest headache for the state

government is the Environmental Clear-
ancestipulationbytheMinistryofEnviron-
ment, Forest and Climate Changewhich
mandates that all “rehabilitation and re-
settlementissuesbecompletedbeforecom-
missioningoftheproject”.

Thoseleftbehind
Thepaperwork suggests rehabilitation

isnearingcompletion,butDaudhanvillage
— a 20-minute ride from the dam site
throughunmotorableroadscuttingthrough
theforest—suggestsotherwise.
Houses standrippedopen, roofspulled

down,wallsslicedinhalfbyexcavators.En-
tire lanesendinmoundsof rubble, twisted
steel andbroken timber. OnMay 13, 2026,
the administration brought in bulldozers.
While officials say they only pulled down
homes of thosewhohad relocated, aswell
as vacant structures on government land,
villagers allege thedemolitionwas carried
outwithoutadequatewarning.
For twoweeks, a fewhundred villagers

fromDaudhan,PalkhuaandSukwaha, the
three villages in the submergence zone of
thedam,satonaprotestbythebanksofthe

CollectorJaiswalrejectsallegationsthat
the rehabilitation survey was flawed.
“Every house was photographed, every
familydocumented.Peoplewereinformed
repeatedlythroughgramsabhas,”hesays.
Sukwaha sits deep inside the forest,

reachedbyanuneven track that is still not
fullymotorable,makingthisa70-kmcom-
mutefromDaudhandam.
Thevillageissmall,withitsmudhouses

—manyofthemnowpartiallyrazed,likein
DaudhanandPalkhua—scatteredbetween
patchesofcultivationandtrees.
KrishnaAdivasistrugglestodescribehis

loss inmonetary terms becausemuch of
whatsustainedhisfamilywasneverrecog-
nisedasanassetinthefirstplace.“Theytook
ourforest,ourriverandourmahua,”hesays.
HisfamilyofeightreceivedamereRs12

lakh;hesayshewon’tmoveoutuntilhegets
whathe is entitled to. Today, several of his
familymembers travel to Chhatarpur for
daily-wagework.“Everythinghaschanged.
Mychildrendroppedoutofschool,”hesays.
Vidya Rani once owned three houses

and farmland in Sukwaha. Only her hus-
bandreceivedRs 12 lakh incompensation.
“Ifwewanttobuynewfertileland,therates
are up toRs 10-20 lakh.We cannever buy
backwhatwelost,”shesays.Herschool-age
childrenworkasfarmlabourersinvillages.
“Wedon’twantmoremoney.We justwant
enoughlandtosurvive.”
SantoshAdivasihasbecomeanunlikely

broker in Palkhua village, 10 km from the
damsite. Aproperty dealer, he sitswith a
clothbag full of cash, countingbundles of
notes into thehandsofvillagersas theysell
whateverprivate land lies outside thepro-
ject’sacquisitionboundary.Formany,these
sales are theonlyway tobridge thegapbe-
tween the compensation receivedand the
costofstartingoverelsewhere.Mostplots,he
says,fetchbetweenRs2lakhandRs5lakh.
Kalu Adivasi spent years working on

constructionsitesinDelhibeforereturning
toPalkhuawhentheworkdriedup.Hehad
boughtaparceloflandtosetupastorenear
hisvillageforRs3lakh.Hewasforcedtosell
it for Rs 2.5 lakh. “The administration
warnedus to findnew land, otherwisemy
shop will be demolished after the mon-
soons. So we have to sell our precious
land...it’sheartbreaking,”hesaid.

Anewbeginning
AttheresettlementcolonyinKawarKa-

rondiya, inChhatarpurdistrict, freshbrick
houses stand beside half-finished ones.
Courtyards are filled not with cattle or
kitchens,butstacksofbricks,steelrodsand
cement bagswaiting for the next stage of
construction.There isnowatersupplyand
the resettled villagers shell out Rs 500 for
5,000-litrewatertankers.
RamSwarup says he has spent nearly

half his compensationmoneyonbuilding
twomodesthouses.His17-year-oldsonhas
droppedoutofschooltoworkasalabourer.
Aroundhim,neighboursconstantlyweigh
the price of bricks, cement, iron and sand
againstthecompensationtheyreceived.
DasharathAdivasi fromDaudhan,who

nowrunsasmallshopsellingchips,chewing
gumand ice lollies inKarondiya, says he
earnsRs300-400aday.Back in thevillage,
thereweredayswhenhemadeRs 5,000a
day.“Half thevillagehasn’tshiftedhereyet.
Withoutpeople,thereisnobusiness,”hesays.
Durji Adivasiwalks nearly a kilometre

everymorning to the colony’s only hand
pump.Fillingtwobucketscantakeupto40
minutesbeforeshecarriesthemhome.The
familycannotaffordtankerwater,shesays,
andthenearestrationshopisaboutsixkilo-
metresaway.Butshe isgraduallydiscover-
inganewlife.“InDaudhan,ourhousedidn’t
evenhaveelectricity,”shesays,sittingunder
alone,whitebulb.“Also,Inowhavearadio.
Ihavebeenlisteningtosongs”.

Ken, inKupi village, alleging irregularities
inlandacquisition,rehabilitationandcom-
pensation for families affectedby thepro-
ject.OnJuly19,policedetainedtheirleader,
social activist Amit Bhatnagar and several
other demonstrators from the site, effec-
tivelyendingtheprotest fornow.
InSeptember2023,theMadhyaPradesh

governmenthadannouncedaspecialreha-
bilitation package for families affected by
theDaudhandam,underwhicheveryadult
ina family is entitled toRs 12.5 lakh,witha
couplecountedasasingleunit.Compensa-
tion for homes range from Rs 50,000 to
Rs1.5lakh.Inadditiontothis,theyaregiven
plotsinKawarKarondiya,anotifiedresettle-
mentcolony25-30kmbyroad fromDaud-
han,wheretheycanbuildnewhomes.
Yet,amidtherubbleinDaudhan,dozens

offamiliesremain,manyinsistingtheywere
leftoutofsurveys,deniedcompensationor
neverrecognisedasseparatehouseholds.
NandkishoreAdivasispendsmostafter-

noons squatting on the floor of his mud
houseinDaudhan,grindingredchilliesinto
chutneyonastoneslab.Thehousehasstood
hereforgenerations.Hisfamilyhasalready
movedtotheresettlementcolonyinKaron-
diya,buthestayedbehindbecausethehouse
wasnevercountedduringthesurveyandhis
motherwasnotcounted.“Iwanttoleave;my
housedoesnothaveelectricity,wateroreven
aproper toilet. Butnotuntilmymother re-
ceiveshercompensation,”hesays.
A few lanes away, Phool Chand was

counted, but his daughter was not. “My
househasalsonotbeencounted.The local
patwari (land recordofficial) madeamess
of the survey.My elder daughter was not
counted.Theschool inthevillagehasbeen
shut for months now, and my younger
daughter isathome,”hesays.
Mannu Yadav, widowed decades ago

when her husband drowned in the Ken,

clutchesherAadhaarcardasshespeaks.In
theabsenceofanyotherdocument,itisthe
onlyonewithwhichshecanarguethatshe
existsinaplacewhere,accordingtothesur-
veyrecords,shedoesnot.“Thegovernment
does not recogniseme, they didn’t count
me.Iamfightingtochangethat,”shesays.
Across Daudhan, where an estimated

100-150 people still remain, the same ad-
ministrative gaps recur withminor vari-
ations: a house omitted from the survey, a
missingname,anexcludedfamilymember,
anundercountedparcelof land.
ChhatarpurCollectorParthJaiswalsays

the district has already shifted about 380
families fromDaudhan in the first phase
and subsequently extended rehabilitation
benefits to another 100 families. “Wehave
disbursedaroundRs750crore in compen-
sation. If therearepeople leftbehind, Iwill
ensureasmanysurveysaspossible,”hesaid.
Official reports show the rehabilitation

exercisehas advancedwell: inChhatarpur,
nearly 89%of land compensation, almost
96%of asset compensationandmore than
96%of rehabilitationpaymentshavebeen

disbursed.AcrossneighbouringPanna,close
to90%oflandcompensationandalmostall
rehabilitationpaymentshavebeenreleased.
“Oncetheriverdiversionbegins, there-

maininghousescannotstayinthesubmerg-
ence area.Wehave to complete the evacu-
ationbeforethatstage,”saysJaiswal.
Jaiswalsaidonlyabout30to35casesre-

main unresolved inDaudhan village, but
theyarealsothemostcomplicated.“These
arenotsimplecases...Mostinvolvedisputes
overeligibilityordocumentation.”

Thestruggletogetcounted
WhatafamilylosesbyleavingDaudhan

extendsfarbeyondwhatanycompensation
schedulecancapture.Thoselivinginthefor-
estsaroundPannacollectseasonalproduce,
andwalkfamiliarpathswithlandmarksthat
existed only because generations before
themhadlearntwherewaterlingered,where
wildlifemovedandwhere crops could sur-
viveanotheruncertainmonsoon.
A goodmahua season could pay for a

wedding, school fees or an old debt. The
tenduharvestbroughtweeksofwork,while
amla, honey and fuelwood sustained
families through the year. Even thosewho
migrated to construction sites inDelhi or
Gurgaon often returned for the mahua
bloomandthetenduharvest.
What thepatwari’s compensation reg-

ister does record— land, houses, standing
cropsandrecognisedfamilyunits—has,in
thefinalmonthsbeforethesevillagesdisap-
pear, acquired extraordinary importance.
For generations, land anchored a family’s
identityandinheritance.Today,thatrolein-
creasinglybelongstotheplasticfoldercarry-
ingAadhaarcards,schoolcertificates,voter
identity cards, revenue records andhand-
written family registers, shuttled fromone
governmentofficetoanotherinthehopeof
provingwhothestaterecognises.

Ken,Betwa
andalinedrawnonwater

inDia’s first inter-basin river Link

Afterdecadesofuncertainty, theKen-Betwa river linkingproject,whichaims to irrigate theparched
Bundelkhand region, isnowracing tomeetnewdeadlines.ANANDMOHANJ travels along theKen to see

howaRs44,605-crore engineeringproject is reshaping the river—and the lives along its banks

lTheproject
innumbers

9,000ha
of land likely to be
submerged

5,258ha
of this is forest land

4,141 ha
is core Panna tiger
reserve land

9.04 lakhha
of land is expected to
getwater for
irrigation from the
project

194
million cubicmetres
of drinkingwater is
expected tobe
supplied every year,
once the river linking
project is ready

lKeyprojects
DauDhanDam
77-metre-high
l 2,853million cubic
metres gross storage
capacity
l 70% foundation
excavation is done
l 13%excavation
completed for dam
approach channel
lWorkon river
diversion, foundation
concreting,
construction of the
main dambody,
spillway, gates yet to
begin

LinkcanaL
earlyStageS
l65%ofwork on
access roads
completed
ldesigns of 2
tunnels are yet to be
finalised
l 21%of tunnel
portals is built

hyDropower
stations
130mWtotal
CaPaCity
lPowerhouse-I
location is under
verification
ldPr for Power
house-II yet to be
finalised

Ken-BetwaLinkKen-BetwaLink
canal lengthcanal length
221-km221-km daudhan

Village

Ken
River

Betwa
River

sukwaha
Village

Palkhua VillageMadhya
Pradesh

uttar
Pradesh

DaudhanDaudhan
DamDam

For twoweeks, villagers fromDaudhan, PalkhuaandSukwahasatonaprotestby thebanksof theKen, inKupi village; inDaudhan, houses stand rippedopen, roofspulleddown; at
the resettlementcolony inKawarKarondiya, inChhatarpurdistrict. PhotograPhsbyanandMohan J
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AkashMandal
Mumbai,July21

SBIFUNDSManagementended
its debut trading session up
around6.3%fromitsissueprice
ofRs575onTuesday.
Theassetmanagementwing

ofSBIhadearliermade itsmar-
ket debut at a 7% premium,
missing grey-market expecta-
tionsofa13-16%listingdaygain.
Thestock,whichhadlistedatRs
613.30 a share on theNational
StockExchange(NSE),rosetoas
muchasRs624.95atitsintraday
highbeforeendingthesessionat
Rs610.15ontheNSE.
The listing gains took the

company’smarket capitaliza-
tion toRs 1.24 lakhcrore. Peers
ICICI Prudential and hDFC
AssetManagement Company
haveamarketcapofRs1.56lakh
crore andRs 1.11 lakh crore, re-
spectively.
Despite thebelow-expected

listing, analysts remainedposi-
tiveon the stockdue to itsmar-
ketleadership,competitivevalu-
ations, and long-term growth
potential. SBI FundsManage-
mentisIndia’slargestassetman-
agementcompany,withoverRs
12.5 lakh crore in assets under
managementandover15%mar-
ketshareasofMarch31.
The fund’s strong distribu-

tionstrengthhasbuiltoneofthe
country’sbiggestSIPfranchises,
which sets the companyup for
long-term successwith an at-
tractivelyvaluedstock,analysts
fromEquiriusCapital said in a
report. Thecompany raisedRs
9,813crorefromitspublic issue,
which was subscribed 41.66

timesitsissuesizeasofthefinal
dayof bidding. It had raisedRs
2,663 crore fromglobal power-
houses such asBlackRock and
sovereign wealth funds from
NorwayandAbuDhabi, aswell
as Indiannames likeLIC, ICICI
Prudential, andKotakMutual
Fund.Amundi, SBI’s joint ven-
turepartnerinthecompany,di-
vested a near 4% stake during
the issue. TheFrench financial
giant’s deputyCEOsaid it does

not plan to divest any further
stake in theassetmanagement
company. SBI Chairman also
said thebank isnot looking for
anyfurtherdilution. SBIFunds’
positive public issuemaypro-
vide a boost to India’s sluggish
IPOmarket so far this year fol-
lowingrecorddealsin2025,with
big issues suchasNSEandRe-
liancejiolinedupfortherestof
the year. Full RepoRt on

www.indianexpRess.com

FIrM’sMArketcApItAlIzAtIonstAndsAtrs 1.24 lAkhcr

SOuRcE:NSE

lSBiFundsis2nd-largestaMCbymarketcap
Fundhouse MArketcAp (rscr)

IcIcI Prudential AMc 1,55,889
SBI Funds 1,24,277
HDFcAMc 1,10,836

Nippon Life India AMc 74,337

360ONEwAM 45,362
Aditya Birla Sun Life AMc 30,245

SBIFundslistsat7%gain,
missesStreetexpectations

Setty: SBInot lookingat further
diluting stake inMFsubsidiary
Mumbai: StateBankof India is
not looking to dilute its stake
further in its asset manage-
ment arm SBI FundsManage-
ment, a top official said on
Tuesday. Speaking at the list-
ing ceremony of SBI FM, the
largest asset manager in the
country,SBIchairmanCSSetty
said, “At thismoment, we are
not looking for anymore dilu-
tion”. he quickly added that

capital markets regulator
SEBI’sminimumpublic hold-
ingnormswilldictateanystake
sales fromhereon.
SBI sold around 6% of its

stakeintheassetmanagement
companyaspartoftheIPOpro-
cess andnowowns over a 55%
stake. Its joint venture partner
Amundi, a global asset man-
ager,diluteditsnearly4%stake
andownsa32.5%stake.pti

rBIplanswider
testforforeign
controloffirms
Mumbai:TheReserveBankof
India (RBI) on Tuesday pro-
posed changes to foreign ex-
change management rules,
broadening the conditions
used to determinewhether an
Indianfirmiscontrolledbyfor-
eignshareholders.
The changes were part of

draftrulesthattheRBIsaidaim
to create amore user-friendly
framework for foreign invest-
ment. The central bank has
sought feedbackby31August.
Under theproposed frame-

work, an Indian entity would
be deemed foreign-controlled
if a foreign investor holds 10%
ormoreofvotingrights,canap-
point amajority of directors or
can influence management
andpolicydecisions.
The proposals drew im-

mediateconcernfromlawyers,
whowarned the newnumeri-
calthresholdcouldexpandthe
definitionof foreigncontrol.
“The RBI has introduced a

numerical benchmark that
does not presently exist and
could expand the circum-
stances inwhich a foreign in-
vestor is regardedasexercising
controlandattracthighercom-
pliances,”saidAnuroopOmkar,
founding partner at AK &
Partners,a lawfirm.
TheRBI proposals are part

of India's broader push to at-
tractforeigninvestmentinclud-
ing through tax cuts and lower
compliancecosts,evenascapi-
taloutflowspersist.
Theconcerncentresonmi-

nority investors. Anjali Mal-
hotra, partner, regulatory, at
consultancy firmNangia glo-
bal, said the proposed defini-
tionofcontrolwarrantsfurther
consideration.ReuteRs

soumyarendraBarik
NewDelhi, July21

ThEMINISTRyofElectronics
and Information Technology
(Meity) is exploring a consent-
based framework for syntheti-
cally-generatedcontent, along
withcurbsonagenticAIauton-
omy,andregulatorysandboxes
for high-risk applications as it
weighs a separate law to regu-
late artificial intelligence (AI),
TheIndianExpresshas learnt.
Synthetically-generated

content is digitalmediamade
oralteredbyAI,ratherthanhu-
mans.TheAI law is likely tobe
presentedasastandalonepiece
oflegislation,ratherthanbeing
under the umbrella of the In-
formation Technology Act,
2000, a senior government of-
ficial toldTheIndianExpress.
The cyber laws division of

the IT Ministry, which is re-
sponsible for formulating laws
and policies that impact tech
companies, has been asked to
carry out a regulatory analysis
of the IT Act, and the various
rulesmade under it, to under-
standexistinggaps.
InthecaseofagenticAI,the

governmentisexpectedtocon-
sider how much autonomy
such agents should have, and
whether they should be per-
mittedtoretainandreusedata.
Agentic AI refers to auton-

omous AI systems that go
beyondsimplygeneratingtext.
givenahigh-levelgoal,theyin-
dependently planmulti-step
actions, utilise external tools,
andadjusttheirstrategyinreal

timetoachievethedesiredout-
come with minimal human
supervision.
The ITMinistry is also ex-

pected to consult the Reserve
BankofIndia(RBI),andtheSe-
curitiesandExchangeBoardof
India (SEBI), to setuparegula-
tory sandbox for AI applica-
tions, particularly in high-im-
pact areas such as finance and
public services.

Platformliability, safe
harbour inAIera
Another major conversa-

tion currently taking place is
the liability that AI platforms
andcompanies– thathavede-
velopedthem– shouldhavefor
the content that the models
generate.
In the consumer Internet

world, socialmedia platforms
have something called safe
harbour, which is legal im-
munityfromhostinguser-gen-
erated content. This is based
on the idea that platformscan
not preempt what a user is
going to post, and therefore
should not be held liable for
any problematic speech they
mayhavemade.
In the AI world, however,

that same logic is difficult to
translatedirectly.AImodelsare
trained on content present on
theInternet,andinevitablyuse
that information to build their
responses.
however, while pattern

matching for keywords, these
modelsalsoeditorialisetheirre-
sponsesinawaywhereitmaybe
hardtotrackitsexactstatements
backtoaparticularsource.
Itisunderstoodthatthegov-

ernmenthasaskedtwolegalex-
perts fromtheprivate sector to
submit separate draft liability
frameworks forAImodels.
Queries sent to the ITMin-

istry remained unanswered
untilpublication.
“Building a consent-based

framework for synthetically
generatedmediawouldbeone
of thekey requirements foran
AI law.Wehave seen the rapid
proliferation of deepfakes on
the Internet, and most of
them, if not all, are generated
by using pictures or videos of
individualswhoseconsenthas
notbeensoughtbythecreator
or the platform generating
suchmedia,” a senior govern-
ment official said, requesting
anonymity.

“Though the Digital Per-
sonalDataProtectionAct,2023
looksatbroaderprivacyissues,
the questions of consent and
data ownership in an AI age
merits further examination,”
headded.
India’s data protection law

exemptspersonaldatathathas
been voluntarilymade public
byan individual fromanypro-
tections that theActoffers.
Many believe that if an AI

platform were to scrape pic-
turesofaperson’spublicsocial
media profile, for instance,
such processing is unlikely to
have any guardrails under the
dataprotection law.
While the government is

nowworkingonanAIlaw,ithad
previouslysaidthatthecountry
doesnotneedone,anditsexist-
ing laws were enough to deal
with challenges posed by the
proliferationofAIplatforms.
The government has been

enactingpiecemeal legislation
to bring AI under control. For
example, in April, it proposed
that social media companies
likeyouTube,InstagramandX
willhaveto“continuously”dis-
play labels on content gener-
ated throughAI.
however, a broad rethink

fromtargeted lawmaking toan
expansiveregulatoryframework
comesamidgrowing instances
of objectionable, high-quality
deepfakes,andthegovernment’s
anxietiesoveragenticAI.
Earlier this year, it repri-

mandedElonMusk’grokAIfor
aiding in the creationof objec-
tionabledeepfakesofwomen.
In a meeting with stake-

holders lastmonth, the ITMin-
istryparticularly flaggedSinga-
pore’s governance framework
for agentic AI (whichwas an-
nouncedinMay),andhowsome
jurisdictionsthathavegenerally
followed a lighter-touch ap-
proach to regulationwere also
re-examiningtheirposition.

AI lawmaycover agent
autonomy,deepfakes

the governMent Is weIghIng A stAndAlone lAw to regulAte AI

Twolegalexperts
havebeenaskedto
submitseparatedraft
liability frameworks
forAImodels
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MarutiSuzuki to
hikepricesbyup
toRs30,000
NewDelhi:Carmarket
leaderMaruti Suzuki India
onTuesdaysaid itwillhike
pricesof its vehiclesacross
modelsbyup toRs30,000
fromAugust topartiallyoff-
set the sustained increase in
inputcosts.Theexactquan-
tumofchangewill vary
frommodel tomodel,Ma-
ruti Suzuki India said. “In
viewof thecontinuoussus-
tained increase in input
costs, thecompanyhasde-
cided to increase theprices
of itsmodelsacross itsport-
foliobyup toRs30,000,” the
companysaid.pti

‘50k to takepart
inFranklinMF
Olympiad2026’
Mumbai:Franklin
TempletonNationalMutual
FundOlympiad (FTNMFO)
2026—whichaims to
strengthen financial liter-
acyand investmentaware-
nessamongstudents—is
expected to reachout to
50,000students frommore
than1,000collegesacross
India for their
participation, saidFinX,a
platformforBFSI learning
andcertification
programmes.Undergrad-
uateandpostgraduate stu-
dentsacrossacademicdis-
ciplinesare invited to
participate,with theOlym-
piadexpected toengage
over50,000students from
more than1,000colleges
across India, it said.ens

‘Datacentre
capacity rises
59%annually’
NewDelhi: India’sdata
centre segmentwitnesseda
59%annualgrowth in fresh
capacityadditions to258
MWITduringJanuary-
June, according toSavills.
Ina statementonTuesday,
real estate consultantSav-
ills India said, “Thenew
datacentrecapacityaddi-
tions in India surged to258
MWIT in the firsthalf of
2026, compared to 162MW
IT inH12025”.Thecapacity
additions took the
country’s total operational
stock to 1.8GWIT. Of the
totaloperational stock, Sav-
ills said thathyperscalers
accounted for36%.pti

BajajAuto’s
consolidatedQ1
profit rises46%
Mumbai:BajajAutoLtdon
Tuesdayreporteda46%
jumpinconsolidatedprofit
aftertax(PAT)atRs3,225.63
crore,drivenbyhigherelec-
tricvehiclesalesandrecord-
breakingexportsperform-
ance,amongothers.
Consolidatedrevenuefrom
totaloperationsstoodatRs
22,376.69croreinthequarter
underreview,up64%from
Rs13,642.33croreinthefirst
quarterofthepreviousyear,
thecompanysaid.Onastan-
dalone-basis, thecompany's
netprofitrosetoRs2,982.84
croreforthequarterunder
review,up42%fromRs
2,095.98croreintheApril-
Juneperiodoflastyear.pti

lBriefly

georgeMathew
Mumbai, July21

VIjAySINgh,ViceChairman
ofTataTrusts,willcontinueto
serveasa trusteeof theSirDo-
rabjiTataTrust (SDTT)andsix
othersmaller trusts forat least
another year, even though he
haschosennottoseekanother
term on the board of the Sir
Ratan Tata Trust (SRTT) after
hiscurrent tenureendsonAu-
gust 14. Singh’s tenure as a
trustee of the SDTT will con-
tinueuntiljuly2027.hewillalso
remain a trustee of six other
smallerTatatrusts.
“My term in SRTT ends on

August14andIwillnotputmy-
selfupforanotherterm.That’sa
decision I had taken earlier,”
Singhsaid.InSDTT,Singh’sterm
is till next july andhewill con-
tinue in SDTTandother small
trusts for a year or so, he said.
Singh is a trustee of jRD Tata
Trust,RDTataTrust,TataEdu-
cationTrust, jRDandThelma
Trust,TataSocialWelfareTrust
andjamsetjiTataTrust.
As these trusts are affiliated

toSDTT,Singhwill continueas
atrusteeontheirboards.

NoelNTata, Venu Sriniva-
san,DariusKhambata,NevilleN
TataandBhaskarBhatareonthe
boards of SDTT.however,Na-
vajbaiRatanTataTrustandBai
hirabai jamsetji TataNavsari
Charitable Institutionare affili-
atedtoSRTT.
SRTTandSDTTare the two

major trusts within the Tata
Trusts umbrella. SDTT,where
Singhwill continueasa trustee,
holdsa27.98%stakeinTataSons.
Ontheotherhand,SRTTholdsa
lesser23.5%stakeinTataSons.
TataTrustsholds66%stake

inTataSons,theprincipalhold-
ingcompanyof theTatagroup.
Pallonji Mistry group holds
18.3%inTataSons.
however,SRTTmaybeun-

able to exercise its voting
rights at Tata Sons’ Annual
general Meeting (AgM) on
August18unless it receivesap-
proval from theMaharashtra
Charity Commissioner, com-
plicatingdecision-makingata
crucial shareholder meeting.
TheCommissioner isexpected
tohearTataTrusts’responseto
the various complaints before
theAgM. FullRepoRton
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VijaySingh to remainon
boardof SirDorabjiTata
Trust, 6 smaller trusts

NewDelhi: PernodRicard has
withdrawn a court challenge
against government’sdemand
of$314millioninbacktaxesfor
allegedlyundervaluingScotch
whisky imports for years, an
order shows, marking a new
twist in a four-year investiga-
tion. The tax case is a major
challengefortheFrenchspirits
maker in India, which con-
tributes roughly 10% of the
group’sworldwide sales and is
its biggestmarket by volume.
Thedisputecomesontopofan
antitrust case and a separate
ban inNewDelhi city thatPer-
nod is contesting over allega-
tionsofliquorpolicyviolations,
which itdenies.
Pernod had challenged the

taxdemandissuedlastSeptem-
ber, which alleged the com-
panywithheldthecomposition
of its whisky imports and the
ageof theblends, significantly
reducingits150%tariffcharges,
Reuters reported inMay.
Seeking to quash the de-

mand,PernodarguedinaNew
Delhi court that India had not
provided it with investigation
data during the probe, which
could have helped it defend
itself.Pernod,themakerofChi-
vas Regal whisky andAbsolut
vodka,hasnowdecidedtotake
the case via the tax
authority appeal route, al-
though it was not clear why,
nine months after starting a
courtchallenge.ReuteRs

$314milliontaxdemand:
Pernoddropscourtcase

lregulatingai
Inthe caseof agenticAI, the
government is expected to con-
sider howmuchautonomysuch
agents should have, andwhether
they shouldbepermitted to retain
and reusedata

AgentIcAIdefers to auton-
omousAI systems that gobeyond
simply generating text. Given a
high-level goal, they indepen-
dently planmulti-step actions,
utilise external tools, andadjust
their strategy in real time to
achieve thedesiredoutcomewith
minimal human supervision

the ItMinistry is also expected
to consult theRBI, and theSEBI,
to set upa regulatory sandbox for
AI applications, particularly in
high-impact areas suchas
finance andpublic services
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Liftingoff, reachinga
newspacemilestone

TheSuCCeSSFuLlaunchofSkyrootAerospace'sVik-
ram-1 rocket marks a definingmoment in India's
space journey. It signals a transition from a pro-
grammeledalmostexclusivelybythestate-runISRO

tooneinwhichprivateenterpriseisemergingasadriverof in-
novation.With this achievement, India entered an exclusive
league:untilSkyroot'smissiononSaturday,onlyprivatecom-
panies in theunitedStates andChinahad independentlyde-
veloped and launched rockets that reached orbit. Themile-
stone comes six years after thegovernmentopened the space
sector toprivateparticipation in 2020, a reformthatwas then
institutionalised through the Indian Space Policy, 2023. The
resultsofthepolicyarebeginningtoshow.Thecountryisnow
hometoaround400space start-upsworkingacross thevalue
chain, fromlaunchvehiclesandsatellitestospace-gradeelec-
tronics anddownstreamapplications. The sector is currently
valuedatroughlyRs70,000crore,andthegovernmentexpects
it toexpandfour- to five-foldover thecomingdecade.
Skryoot’smissionisalsoimportantbecauseit’sdirectedatthe

LowearthOrbit (LeO)—aregionof spacewherean increasing
numberof countries are looking to carveaniche.Today,earth
observation,weatherforecastingandtelecommunicationareno
longerthepreserveofgovernmentagencies.Whilethelargegeo-
stationary satellites that operate at altitudes close to 37,000km
areunlikelytobeobsoleteanytimesoon,muchofthespaceecon-
omyinthecomingdecadesisexpectedtobedrivenbysatellites
thatorbitbetween160-2,000kmaboveearth'ssurface.Thepro-
liferationofsatellitesweighinganywherefromafewkgtoafew
hundredkghas createdamarket that is expanding faster than
anynational space agency can serveon its own. Shifting com-
mercial launches toprivateplayerswould, therefore, free ISRO
to focus on deep-space explorationmissions such as Chan-
drayaanandGaganyaan.
Thatsaid,ISRO’shandholdingrolecannotbediscounted.In-

dia’spremierspaceresearchagencyprovidedmostof the infra-
structureusedtodesignVikram-1.Byallaccounts, thecontours
of thepublic-privatepartnership in Indiawill be verydifferent
fromtheuS for at least adecade—companies suchasSpaceX
designandbuildproductsindependentlyofNASAandthensell
themtothespaceresearchagency.IndiancompanieslikeSkyroot
could,instead,becomecompetitivebyworkingonthecountry's
traditional strength in low-costmanufacturing.This is theway
forward, but theywill have theirwork cut out in anecosystem
whoseunforgivingnaturehasbeendemonstratedbythecollapse
ofuScompaniessuchasVectorLaunchandVirginOrbit.

Protect seafarers, and
themaritimeorder

TheKILLINGof four Indian seafarers in theRussia-
ukrainewaristragic.Italsosignalstheerosionoflong-
standingnorms,underpinnedbyinternationallaw,that
aremeanttoprotectcivilianmaritimecommerce.The

MVGoldenLeo,struckbyaRussianmissileinanattackthatkilled
10seafarersinallwhiledepartingaukrainianport,wasnotamili-
taryvesselbutamerchantship.NewDelhihassummonedRus-
sia’schargéd’affairesandlodgedaprotest—rightlyso,giventhe
lossofIndianlivesandIndia’sstakeinthefreedomandsafetyof
commerceatsea.Inthepastfewweeks,Indianseafarers,includ-
ingthreeaboardtheMTSettebello,havebeenamongsailorskilled
inandaround theStrait ofhormuz, asmerchant shippingand
civiliancrewsareincreasinglycaughtinthelineoffire.
Thepurposeof InternationalhumanitarianLawis toshield

non-combatants fromthehorrors ofwar.Repeatedattacks on
shippingsuggestthattheseprotectionsarebeingincreasinglyvi-
olated,especiallywhengreat-powerinterestsareinvolved.Mer-
chantvessels engaged inciviliancommercecannot lawfullybe
attackedunless theyarebeingused formilitarypurposes. The
MVGoldenLeowasreportedlycarryinggrainwhenitwasstruck.
Theglobaleconomydependsonmaritimeshippinganditscon-
tinuanceevenamidconflict.ukraineremainsoneoftheworld’s
leadinggrainexporters,supplyingmarketsacrosseurope,North
AfricaandAsia;disruptionsacrossthehormuzhavealreadyex-
posedthevulnerabilityofglobalenergysupplies.
Morethan10percentoftheworld’sseafarersareIndian,many

serving aboard foreign-flaggedvessels suchas theMVGolden
Leo(Guinea-Bissau)andtheMTSettebello(Palau).Followingthe
deathsof twoIndianseafarers inWestAsia lastweek, theDirec-
torateGeneral of Shippinghas advised shipowners, shipman-
agers and recruitment agencies against deploying Indian sea-
farers on voyages through the Strait of hormuz. These are
necessarysteps.NewDelhimustalsodefendthenormsthatpro-
tectcivilianshipping.Whenmerchantshipsbecometargets,itis
notonlyseafarerswhoareatrisk,butthemaritimeorderthathas
longkepttheworld’scommerceafloat.

Sindhucomesback
on the right track

PVSINDhu’SJapanOpen titlemight seem like it came
suddenly.It’sbeensevenyearssinceshestoodonthetop
stepofthepodiumafterwinninganequivalenttourna-
ment.At31,havingachievedtwoOlympicandfiveWorld

Championshipmedals,therewasnodearthofwell-wishersask-
inghertogracefullywalkintothesunset.Butthisweek,shemade
itclearthatnoneofthequestionsofrelevancegnawedather.She
wouldworry,butonlyabouthowtofightbackfrominjuriesand
get stronger. Inher comebackstruggle, she foundanally inher
husbandVenkataDattaSai.
Sindhu’s commitment to fitness reflects ineverychoice she

hasmade.Notasingledaymissedforasetofcrunches.Datta,a
sportsandtechnologybuff,wasdeterminedtouseeveryavailable
technology to squeezeout evenadecimal-sized improvement.
Thisinvolvesdataanalysis,deployingmultiplewearabletechde-
vicestomonitornotjustmusclefatiguebutmentalstresslevels,
and sleep. Infrared rooms, temperature controlledmattresses,
inversiontablesandcalorimeterswereallpartofherregimen.
Withhercoachingsituationstableaftermanyyears,andaTop

10listinwomen’ssinglesatitsweakestindecades,exceptforthe
near-unbeatableAnSe-young, Sindhu senses anopportunity.
Theinjuriesarealoomingswordandagemakesbouncingback
harder, buther game ismorewell-rounded.Through science,
TeamSindhuare looking toace the recoverygame thathelped
Federer,Nadal,Djokovic,Ronaldo,Kohli,LeBron,Bradyprolong
theiractiveyears.As farbackasadecadeago,Sindhu'scoaches
knewthatshecouldgoupto35andstaycompetitive.TheJapan
Openwasanaffirmationthatshe’sontherighttrack.

IwaspartoftheprotestmarchinDelhi,
sawdemocraticpoliticstakeanewturn

T
heReGIMe—and the silence
— often made me wonder
whether I’m completely crazy
for comingback…But today—
to see this democratic spirit

whichhas been silenced for so long come
backaliveagain—I feelwholeagain.even
iftemporarily”.
I readtheselineswellpast3am,still try-

ingtoprocessallthatIhadwitnessedonthe
streets of Delhi thisMonday. These lines,
postedonXbyVanyaVaidehiBhargav,her-
self a fine political theorist, capturedwhy
July 20maybe remembered in thehistory
ofIndiandemocracy.
This columnhas argued that aswe slip

fromcompetitive authoritarianismtoelec-
toral autocracy, the focusof theOpposition
must switch from electoral politics to a
politics of resistance.here are six reasons
whytheJantarMantarprotestwasaperfect
illustrationofwhatthepoliticsofresistance
maylooklike.
Firstly, thenumbers.Noonehasagood

estimate. But it was undoubtedly many
timesmore than the 15,000-20,000 theor-
ganisershadhopedandplannedfor.Drone
images suggest thatwell over a lakh joined
thisprotest.Originallyplannedasamarch,
it turned into a rally, thena raila—amass
flow.Bytheafternoon,everyroadleadingto

ParliamentandmuchofLutyens’Delhiwas
packedwiththeprotesters.ItwasIndia’s“Oc-
cupy”moment.
Whatmadethenumbersstandouteven

more is that thiswas an organicmobilisa-
tion. Far from the culture of rent-a-crowd
political rallies or spectacles of organisa-
tional prowess, the JantarMantar protest
comprised almost entirely self-mobilised
youthrespondingtoasocialmediacall,ar-
ranging for their travel andwalking long
distances. The last time I witnessed this
spontaneous synchronisationwas the fa-
mous Republic Day tractormarch organ-
isedbythe farmers’movement in2021.
Third,noticetheir“utterlyabsurddiver-

sity”,asafriendcalledit.Imetapersonwho
travelled fromArunachalPradesh, a group
of adults fromDharamshala inhimachal
Pradesh, awheel-chair bound student of
Spanish, a group of girls fromDehradun,
scores of boys and girls from all over uP,
Bihar andMP, students fromelite private
universities, nationalpublicuniversities as
well as time-pass colleges, andof course a
large chunkof “aspirants” fromMukherjee
Nagarandsimilarhotspots.Theproportion
ofwomenwas striking and exhilarating.
These were not your usual suspects. An
overwhelmingmajoritywerefirst-timepar-
ticipants in any protest. Their
familiesmostlysupportedtheBJP.
So did they, till yesterday. That
mustworrytheregime.
Fourth, the issue that brought

themtogetherwasmuchlargerand
moreenduringthanjusttherecent
paperleaks.Therewere,ofcourse,
studentswho suffered theNeeT
cancellation and theCBSe scam,
parentswholosttheirchildrendue
to this fiasco, aspirantswaiting in-

T
O uNDeRSTAND the chaos
gripping our educational
spaces—asseenintherecent
protests in Delhi and else-
where — it is necessary to

revisit Jean-Jacques Rousseau’s concept
of the Social Contract. Rousseau has
noted, “True political liberty is never
found in a state of chaos or unbridled in-
dividual impulse.
Butreal freedomisbuiltwhencitizens

willingly enter a community, agreeing
and binding themselves to shared rules
andinstitutional structures.”hehadalso
warnedthatwhenindividualschoosedis-
ruptionovercollectiveagreement, it leads
to the fracturing of the civic bond that
underpins democratic existence.
Public institutionsandadministration

are a microcosm of the social contract.
Participating in them calls for mutual
agreement to listen, follow the process,
and respect the forum.
As teachers, when we allow students

to treat these structures as permanently
brokenor as enemies,we aremisinform-
ing andmis-educating them. It leads to
alienation from the tools of civic govern-
ance that students need tomaster.
We need to establish a dialogue be-

tween government bodies and their
citizens;weneedtodemandinstitutional
accountability rather than disrupt gov-
ernance and create an environment of
political polarisation.
Democracy is kept alive through the

day-to-day,exhaustingworkofpolicy im-
plementation and institutional negoti-
ation. It does not function through con-
tinuous agitation.
Our real job as educators is to

anchor students and their energies in
constitutional boundaries and civic
responsibility.Classroomsneed tobe the
spaceswheretheseevolvingstatereforms
are understood, where we promote
curiosity and scepticism and encourage
critical thinking.
But there is a fine line between ques-

tioning a systemand trying to dismantle
its legitimacy in public. When students
are misled and continuously pushed to-

wardconfrontation, it leadstoashrinking
ofthefaithcitizenshaveintheirpublic in-
stitutions, with the focus shifting to
physical clashes.
Therefore, any genuine progress in

administrative reforms is sidelined
by political polarisation. The debate is
now not about improving education or
public institutions. They are now
consumed by binary shouting matches
with zero outcomes.
When, as a teacher, I see impatience

among India’s youth, I feel that it is a
healthy sign of an aspirational democ-
racy. Itmeans these ignitedmindsaspire
for rapiddevelopment.
But thispassionmustgohandinhand

with maintaining the stability of our
foundational institutions, which form
the cornerstone of democracy. There are
multiple democratic tools to effect
changes. The state has built robust,
highly responsive institutional tools —
from transparent online RTI portals to
localised grievance cells and elected
academic councils.
These handle student anxieties. Our

public institutionsmustbe spaceswhere
youth and students learn to navigate in-
stitutional realities, andmaster the art of
constructive civil discourse in the larger
spirit of democracy.
ultimately, we must remember Ma-

hatma Gandhi, who built our indepen-
dence struggle on the principle of peace-
ful satyagraha. For Gandhi, the means
were as pure as the end itself.
The raw disruption and aggression

we witnessed in Delhi this week from
all stakeholders violated the true Gan-
dhianspirit. It replacedmoralpersuasion
with force.
Thetruetaskbeforeouryouthtodayis

to lookpast structural anger. Truedemo-
cratic empowerment is born when we
partnerwith and reform the public insti-
tutionsthroughengagementfromwithin,
ratherthanlettingrawfrictionbringthem
to ahalt.

The writer is associate professor,
Dr Ambedkar International Centre

A
SMAhARAShTRA remembersAjit Pawaronhis
birthanniversary,mythoughtsgobacktotheyears
I had theopportunity towork closelywithhim in
government. Formore than three decades, Ajit
dada, ashewas fondlycalled, occupiedan impor-

tant place inMaharashtra’s political andadministrative land-
scape.What impressedmemostwasnotmerely thescaleofhis
responsibilitiesbutthemannerinwhichhedischargedthem.
Onequality stoodout immediately—his respect for time.

MeetingschairedbyAjitdadawereconductedwithprecision.If
anofficeroraministerwhosepresencewasessentialhadnotar-
rived,hewouldsimplypickupthephone.Therewasneverany
unnecessarydisplayof authority, only aquiet firmness. Those
whoentered latewould invariably findhim looking first at the
wall clockand thenat them,oftenwithagentle smile.Nothing
moreneededtobesaid.Workingwithhim,Ialsoexperiencedhis
extraordinaryattentiontodetail.hewantedtounderstandevery
aspectbeforetakingadecision.DuringtheplanningofGSTBha-
vanatWadala,discussionsextendedbeyondthelargervisionto
seeminglyordinarydetails—thesizeofwashrooms,facilitiesfor
personswithdisabilities and the convenience of citizenswho
wouldvisitthebuilding.Nationalmemorialsandprojectsofpub-
licimportancereceivedthesamemeticulousattention.
his commitment toMaharashtra’s cooperativemovement

wasequallydeep.DuringmytenureasCommissionerforCoop-
eration,Maharashtra,difficultdecisionshadtobetakenfollowing
NABARD’sobservationsonfinancialirregularitiesintheMaha-
rashtraStateCooperativeBank.WiththeconcurrenceoftheRBI,
an administratorwas appointed.Naturally, Ajitdadawasdis-
turbed. Therewas even talk of a political storm.Butwhat im-
pressedmewaswhathappenedlater.Overtheyears,asthebank
regainedfinancialstrength,heopenlyappreciatedthedecision.
heacknowledged thatprotecting the institutionwasmore im-
portantthanprotectingindividuals.Itisraretofindaleaderwill-
ingtorevisitadifficultdecisionandappreciateit.
Yet, if someoneasksmetodaywhat I remembermostabout

Ajitdada, it is a small gesture.At somepoint, hehadobserved
thatI likedaparticularfooditemservedbytheMantralayacan-
teen inhismorningmeetings.Whenever Ihappened toattend
hismeetings,hewouldquietly,withhistrademarkmischievous
smile, indicate to thestaff to serve it. Itwashiswayof saying, “I
remember.”Lookingback, I realise thegesturewasneverabout
food. It reflectedhis ability toobservepeople, to remember the
smallestdetailsaboutthemandtomakethemfeelvalued.Many
leadersarerememberedforthedecisionstheytake,someforthe
institutionstheybuild.AsMaharashtraremembershimtoday,I
rememberadisciplinedadministrator,aperfectionistingovern-
anceandaleaderwhoneverallowedthepressuresofpublic life
todiminishhishumanity.That,tome,wastherealAjitdada.

Thewriter is formeradditionalchiefsecretaryandcurrently
Member,MaharashtraRealEstateAppellateTribunal

definitelyforjobs,andvictimsofrecruitment
scams. Butmore thandirect sufferers, the
protesterswereprimarilypotentialsufferers,
thosewhoknowthatitcouldbetheirturnto-
morrow, thosewho realise that the educa-
tion-employmentsystemhasbrokendown.
Anger against Minister Dharmendra

Pradhan is only the tip of the iceberg. The
underlyingurge is for anequitable,mean-
ingful andquality educationand for auni-
versal right toemployment. It is afterhalf a
century—since theJPmovement inBihar
in 1974— that a youth protest has placed
educationandemploymentatthecentreof
thenationalagenda.
Fifth,thespiritofresistancegoesbeyond

names and labels. Sonam Wangchuk is
clearlytheirhero,butthehero-worshipquo-
tient ismuchmoremuted thanduring the
Annamovement. Theyouth related to the
CJPand its leadership, butwerenot shy to
offer healthy criticism. They heard and
cheeredpolitical leaders andactivists from
thepodium,butwerenotswayedbyanyone
personality. This democratic spirit augurs
wellforthefuture.
Sixth, the repeated chants of “Godi

media, go back”were a reminder that the
youthhave foundawaypast thenarratives
of mainstream media. For the last one

month,theNoidachannelsandthe
notional pressmoreor less erased
theprotestatJantarMantar,when
notmockingordemonising it.Yet
everycalculationoftheregimeand
everynarrative of its spindoctors
wasdefied. Just as in the farmers’
movement,media black-outs ac-
tuallyspurredtheparticipantsinto
developing theirparallel informa-
tion channels through social
media,wordofmouthandWhats-

App.Their posterswerepunchy: “The true
testofademocracyisn’ttheprotest.It’show
thestaterespondsto it”.Theirsloganswere
innovative.Iheardthisoneforthefirsttime:
“Jab jabModi dartahai,Hindu-Muslim
kartahai”. The authoritariannarrative is
beingpunctured.
Seventh, andaboveall, July 20 showsa

fracturingof thespellof fear.Today’syouth
understandtherisksofsurveillanceandpro-
filingunder thepresent regime, something
absentduringtheRamlilaMaidanmobilisa-
tionoftheanti-corruptionmovement.That
deterredmanyofthemfromcomingtoJan-
tar Mantar for the first two weeks. But
somehow, something shattered it on
Monday. Perhaps the safety of the crowd.
Perhaps theadrenalineofhopelessness.Or
maybeafainthope.Buttheseyoungpeople
were not afraid of being heard, photo-
graphedoreventear-gassed.
Finally, in awayalmost unnoticed, the

movement couldmark anewphase in the
politics of social justice. Theyouthof India
havecometogetherinamovementledbya
Dalit,AbhijeetDipke,andinspiredbyanAdi-
vasi, SonamWangchuk, onenot limited to
the stereotypical “SC/ST issues”. Insteadof
demandingitsshare inthenation,bahujan
politicscannowdefinewhatthenationis.
Formanymonthsnow, I havebeen re-

peating adialogue to anyonewhoasksme
about the future of India: “Sawalyenahin
haikijanatatanashahikekhilaafkharihogi
yanahin.Sawal sirf itnahaiki jab janata
kharihogitabtakkahinhamtohnahinbaith
jayenge”.Yesterday,Isawitunfoldbeforemy
eyes.Janatawasstanding.AndsowasI.

Thewriter ismember,Swaraj India,
andnationalconvenor,Bharat
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Morethandirectsufferers, the
protesterswereprimarily
potentialsufferers, thosewho
knowthat itcouldbetheir turn
tomorrow, thosewhorealise
that theeducation-

employmentsystemhas
brokendown
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sixkilledinassamviolence
TheagITaTIoNover the language issue in
Cachar grewworse as six persons including
three constableswere killed andover 35
hurt in police firing in Karimganj. Themob
indulged in arson and fire-stones at thedis-
trict headquarters. an indefinite curfewhas
beenclampedon the townand troopshave
beenalerted for any emergency. The
trouble spread toSilchar also. The violence
marked the first visit by theChiefMinister,
PrafullaMahanta, to theCachar division
sinceheassumedoffice inDecember.

NinedeadinBihartrainmishap
NINePerSoNSwere killed and53others
injured, 19 seriously,whenagoods train

rammed into the 28-UpMaurya express,
about to leave thegomohstation, accord-
ing to thedivisional railwaymanager, DK
Mathur. The killed included thewife, two
children andbrother of the Janata PartyMP
fromChapra, ramBahadur Singh.

Policelapsescausedmassacre
TheChIefMinister, Vir Bahadur Singh,
admitting lapseson thepart of thepolice
resulting in themassacreof ninepersons in
a village inBanda, said that thepolice
superintendent, circle officer and station
houseofficer ofMayhadbeen transferred.
Singh, onhis return from the sceneof the
crime inramu-KaPurwahamlet, said he
hadorderedpayment of rs 20,000 to the
next of kin of all the ninepersonsmurdered

by thedacoits andrs2,000 toeachof the
six injured. TheChiefMinister said the vil-
lagers hadalleged theyhad topay theprice
for havinghelped thepolice in getting two
dacoits arrested and regretted that no
arrangementwasmadeby thepolice for
their protection.

FuroreoverPM’sremark
PrIMeMINISTer rajiv gandhi's assertion
in the Lok Sabha that thegovernment
would not allow the “personal interests of
individual trade union leaders to hold the
country to ransom” sparked off a noisy
protest from the opposition. The protest
culminated in the chair directing the Bom-
bay labour leader Datta Samant towith-
draw from the house.

40yearsago
July22, 1986

Students need to guard against
undermining institutions

AjitDadadidn’t letpressuresof
politicsdiminishhishumanity

lWebexclusive
What i saw at Jantar Mantar after the

tear gas shells landed
—Swapnil Joglekar

logon towww.indianexpress.com

lWordlyWise
humanity will drawmore good than
evil from new discoveries.
—Marie Curie
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eLhI’sdeCIsIontointroduceapermanentwinter
pollutionmanagement frameworkmarks an im-
portantshift inhowthecityrespondstoitsannual
airqualitycrisis.measuressuchasstaggeredoffice
timings,work-from-homearrangements,construc-

tionrestrictionsandtightercontrolsonvehicularemissionsshow
thatthegovernmentismovingfromemergencyresponsetoad-
vance planning. But one critical question remains: even if
emissionsarereduced,whenshouldpeoplegooutdoors?
everywinter,delhi experiences strong temperature inver-

sionsthattrappollutantsclosetotheground,producingsomeof
theworld’shighestconcentrationsof fineparticulatematter,or
pm2.5.Yetmillionsofschoolchildren,athletes,coaches,outdoor
workersandeventorganiserscontinue to followfixedmorning
schedulesratherthanatmosphericconditions.dailyairQuality
Indexbulletinstellpeoplewhentheairis“poor”or“severe,”but
rarely answer themorepractical health question:What is the
safesttimetodaytobeoutside?
ouranalysisofwinterobservationsfromnovembertoJanu-

ary,usingdatafromtheCentralpollutionControlBoard,points
toaclearpattern.Wecomparedpm2.5concentrationsduringthe
traditionalmorningwindowforschoolsportsandoutdooractiv-
ities,from9amto12pm,withthoseinthelateafternoon,from3
pmto6pm,whenstrongeratmosphericmixing typicallyhelps
dispersepollutants.thedifferenceisstriking.
atanandVihar,averagepm2.5concentrationsfallfrom275.3

ug/m³ in themorning to 170.4ug/m³ in the lateafternoon, a re-
ductionof 38per cent. Inrohini, concentrationsdeclineby40
percent.rKpuramandashokViharrecordreductionsofaround
one-third.evenLodhiroad,amongdelhi’scleanermonitoring
locations,seesanaveragereductionofnearly29percent.pollu-
tionlevelsbetween6amand9am,whenmanytrainingsessions
andfitnessactivitiesbegin,aresimilarlyhightothosebetween9
amandnoon.
thispatternreflectsafamiliarfeatureofdelhi’swinteratmos-

phere. pollution remains trappednear the surface through the
morningandoftenstayselev-
ated into the early afternoon.
themostconsistentimprove-
ment occurs later in the day,
between 3 pm and 6 pm.
For childrenplaying football,
hockey,cricketorathletics,this
timingmatters.duringvigor-
ous exercise, breathing rates
can rise byup to twenty-fold,
allowing fine particulate
mattertopenetratedeeperinto
thelungs.atwo-hoursporting
eventcanthereforeinvolvefar
greater pollution exposure
than simply standing out-
doors. shifting activity to a

cleaner timeofday can substantially reduceexposurewithout
requiringnewinfrastructureoradditionalregulation.
thisiswhereaIcanmakedelhi’swinterstrategymoreeffec-

tive.historicalobservationsrevealbroadpatterns,butpollution
varies fromday todaydependingonwind, temperature, cloud
cover,regionalbiomassburningandlocalemissions.aImodels
cancombineweather forecasts, satellite observations, ground-
levelmonitoringandemissionsdatatopredicthowpollutionwill
evolvehourbyhour,andincreasinglyseveraldaysinadvance.
thatcanturnairqualityforecastingfromageneralinforma-

tion service into apractical decision-support tool.Insteadof is-
suingonlyagenericwarningthatairqualitywillbe“verypoor,”
aI-enabledforecastscanansweroperationalquestions:should
tomorrow’s school sportsmeet begin at 9amor shift to4pm?
Willpollutionremainhazardousallday,requiringoutdooractiv-
ity tobepostponed?Whichparts of the city are likely to see air
qualityimproveearliest?
delhi’snewwinterpollutionframeworkrightlyfocusesonre-

ducingemissions.aIforecastingwouldcomplementthoseefforts
byhelpinggovernments, schools andcommunities reduceex-
posurewhilepollution-controlmeasurestakeeffect.Withhigh-
qualitydata, such forecasts could support decisions on school
sports,marathons,outdoorwork,publiceventsandemergency
healthadvisories.theevidencealreadysupportsonesimplerec-
ommendation:Whereverpossible,winterschoolsportsandother
outdoorphysicalactivitiesshouldbescheduledinthelateafter-
noon,between3pmand6pm.
Indiaalreadyusespredictivesciencetoprepareforcyclones,

floodsandheatwaves.airpollutionshouldbetreatednodiffer-
ently.delhihastakenanimportantstepbyplanningaheadtore-
duceemissions.thenext step is touseaI-powered forecasts to
helppeopledecidewhenitissafesttostepoutside.

Singh isacademicvisitorandJuneja isdirector,Safexpress
Centre forData,LearningandDecisionSciences,
AshokaUniversity,Delhi-NCR.Viewsarepersonal

From1991, three foreignpolicy lessons
formanagingdisruptionof certainties

Delhi’swinter
pollution
toolkitneeds
AI forecasts

H
IstorICaL anaLoGIes
must be approached with
caution.Yetthereisastriking
symmetry between the for-
eign policy challenges that

confronted India in 1990-91and thosenow
posedbythewarsinIranandUkraine.sim-
ultaneousupheavalsinthemiddleeastand
europe in 1991 shattered India’s economic
and strategic assumptions. today, the two
regionsareagaincompellingdelhitorecon-
siderthefoundationsofitsnationalstrategy.
Iraq’sinvasionofKuwaitinaugust1990,

andtheUs-ledwartoreversesaddamhus-
sein’sannexation,sentoilpricessoaring,dis-
rupted remittances andaggravated India’s
balance-of-paymentscrisis.Withinmonths,
thesovietUnion—theprincipal anchorof
IndianforeignpolicyduringtheColdWar—
collapsed. the twin shocks forced India to
reform its economy, diversify its interna-
tional partnerships and rethink its place in
theworld.
the circumstances today aredifferent,

buttheunderlyingchallengeisfamiliar.the
war thatbeganwith thekillingof Iran’s su-
preme Leader on February 28 has raised
energycosts,disruptednavigationthrough
thestraitofhormuzandexposedIndia’sde-
pendenceonthemiddleeast.
thereliefindelhiafterWashingtonand

tehran signed amemorandumof under-
standing inJunehasprovedprematureas
the conflict escalates again. In europe,
meanwhile,theUkrainewarhasenteredits
fifthyearwithoutaclearpathtosettlement.
russiaisnotabouttodisintegrateastheso-
viet Union did in 1991. But the prolonged
war,with itsmountingcosts, is generating
new questions about russia’s future at
homeandabroad.
India ismuchbetter placed tomanage

theseshocksthanitwasin1991.Ithasalarger
economy, greater diplomaticweight, and
widerinternationalpartnerships.Yetitsex-

posuretotheworldandtheresultingvulner-
abilitiesaregreater.
americanpolicies are intensifying this

vulnerability. the sanctions legislationas-
sociatedwith the latesenatorLindseyGra-
ham is proposingmassive punitive tariffs
againstChina, India andothers importing
russian oil. presidentdonaldtrumphas
alsocalledforthelegislationtobeexpanded
to cover Iran.Whether ornotCongress ac-
cepts that proposal, India’s energy diplo-
macywillcomeunderincreasingstress.
theIndiangovernmenthasshowncon-

siderableflexibilityinnavigatingthesepress-
uressofar;butitcouldgettrickierinthedays
ahead.asin1991,however,thegovernment
appearsmoreflexiblethantheforeignpolicy
debatesurroundingitmightsuggest.When
saddaminvadedKuwait,India’sofficialposi-
tionwas caughtbetweencompet-
ingimperatives. Ithadtoevacuate
a large Indian expatriate popula-
tion, preserve relationswith Iraq
andthearabworld,respondtothe
violation of Kuwaiti sovereignty,
andaccommodate the overwhel-
mingmilitarypowerassembledby
the United states. the govern-
ment’scontradictorymanoeuvres
— includingForeignminister I K
Gujral’s embrace of saddamand

edUCatIonIsnotmerelyanothergovern-
mentdepartment.Itisthefoundationupon
which ademocratic republic builds its fu-
ture.Brambedkar’simmortalcall—“edu-
cate,agitate,organise”—wasnotsimplya
slogan. Itwasaroadmapforcreatingan in-
formed,empoweredandegalitariansociety.
over the past 12 years, however, themodi
governmenthasmoved in theoppositedi-
rection.eversincetheBJpcametopowerin
2014,itseducationpolicyhasbeendrivenby
three interconnectedobjectives: the com-
munalisation, commercialisationandcen-
tralisationofeducation.theresulthasbeen
asystematicweakeningofpubliceducation

and an unprecedented crisis in examin-
ations,recruitmentandemployment.
theministryofeducationunderdhar-

mendrapradhanhasfailedtorestoreconfi-
dence in this system. every fresh contro-
versy has deepened public distrust.
thousandsofstudentsareonthestreetsde-
mandinghisresignation,includingactivists
sitting onhunger strike formore than two
weeks,demandingaccountability.
the assault beganwith India's premier

publicuniversities. JawaharlalnehruUni-
versity, theUniversityofhyderabad,Jamia
millia Islamia, tata Institute of social
sciences and several other institutionsbe-
came targets of political attacks. students
and teachers questioning the government
were routinely branded “anti-national”,
“tukde-tukdegang”or“urbannaxals”.this
wasaccompaniedby financial pressureon

public education. Universities reported
shrinkinggrants,delaysinfellowships,finan-
cialconstraintsandpressuretoraisefees.
If the first pillar of theBJp’s education

policyhas beenweakeningpublic institu-
tions, the secondhas been the collapse of
credibilityinexaminationsandrecruitment.
noinstitutionsymbolisesthiscollapsemore
thanthenationaltestingagency(nta).es-
tablishedtobringprofessionalismandtrans-

parency,thentahasinsteadbecomeassoci-
atedwithrepeatedcontroversies, technical
failures, paper leak allegations, arbitrary
examinationcentreallotmentsandadmin-
istrativeconfusion.
theneetcrisishasbecomethedefining

example. In 2024, over 24 lakh candidates
registered for theexamination.allegations
of paper leaks, the controversial award of
gracemarks to 1,563 candidates,multiple
perfectscores,nationwideprotests,aCBIin-
vestigationandproceedingsbefore thesu-
premeCourtshatteredpublicconfidencein
theexaminationprocess.Beforeconfidence
couldbe restored, anevenbigger crisis un-
folded. theneet-UG2026 examination,
takenby around 22 lakh aspiring doctors,
wascancelledaftertheintegrityoftheexam-
inationwascompromised.
Behindeverycancelledexaminationlies

anenormoushumancost.Yearsofprepara-
tion, family savings andemotional invest-
ment disappear overnight. India has re-
peatedlywitnessedheartbreakingreportsof
studentsdyingbysuicideamidexamination
stress and recruitmentuncertainty.While
every such tragedyhasmultiple causes, to-
gethertheyreflectasystemthathasbecome
increasinglyunforgivingandunpredictable.
pradhanbearsministerialresponsibility

fortheserepeatedbreakdowns.thescaleof
theneetandntacrisesalonewarrantshis
resignation.thestruggle,however,islarger
thanoneministerorgovernment.Itisabout
defendingeducationasapublicgoodrather
than amarketplace, a constitutional right
rather thanaprivilege, andameansofna-
tion-buildingratherthanideologicalcontrol.

Thewriter isGeneralSecretary,CPI

artIFICIaL InteLLIGenCe is coming to
India'scourts,notasadistantpossibilitybut
as anactivepolicyquestion.this June, the
supremeCourtpublisheddraft regulations
for the use of aI in courts for public com-
ments. they govern howaImay be used
acrosstheentirejudiciary,createinstitutions
tooversee their adoptionandprescribeap-
provalprocessesforaIsystems.
But courts areonlybeginning touseaI,

andnoonefullyunderstandsyethowitwill
behave inpractice. these regulationswill
needtoevolveasexperienceaccumulates.
themore important question, then, is

whether the foundations are right. two
thingsinparticulararehardtoreverseonce
set,andwillshapetheintegrityofeverything
that follows.Bothneed tobeansweredbe-
foreaIentersthecourtroom.
thefirstisaboutinstitutions.everywave

oftechnologyuseinIndia’sjudiciaryhascre-
atedanewgovernancebody.Computerisa-
tion brought computer committees. aI is
nowproducinganapexbody, five
standing committees,highCourt
aI committees, district aI secre-
tariats, and a new Centre of re-
searchandexcellence.
theproblemisarchitecture.In-

stitutional structuresmustnot be
built around individual techno-
logies. Computerisation, digitisa-
tion,videoconferencing,andaIare

successivetoolsinthesametransformation
ofcourtadministration.Forinstance,anaI-
assisted scheduling system is simulta-
neouslyacasemanagement,infrastructure,
digitisationandaIproject. If eachof these
tools and functionshas separate commit-
tees, it fragments accountability and slows
decision-making.thejudiciaryneedsaper-
manentinstitutioncapableofabsorbingthe
functionscurrentlyheldbythee-Committee
alongsidethenewaIgovernancemandate,
andwhatevertechnologycomesnext.India
hasdone thisbefore:tnmsCprofessional-
isedmedicineprocurement intamilnadu
andbecameamodelforotherstates;UIdaI
builtandmaintainstheaadhaarecosystem.
execution requirespermanence, expertise
andclearownership—noneofwhichcom-
mitteeswithrotatingmemberscanprovide.
the second is about standards.When

India built its payments infrastructure, it
madeonedecisionthatchangedeverything:
It separated the standard fromthemarket.
npCIwrote the specification forUpI and

steppedback. It didn't buildpho-
nepeorGooglepay—themarket
did.the standardwas shared; the
innovationhappenedaroundit.In-
dia'scourtsarenowatasimilar in-
flectionpointwithaI.
thedraftregulationsestablish

whoapprovesaIsystemsforcourt
useandhow.What theydonotes-
tablishiswhatanysystemmustac-

tually demonstrate to earn that approval.
this is not aminor gap. Before a pharma-
ceuticalcompanycanselladruginIndia,its
manufacturingprocessmustmeetinterna-
tionallydefinedqualitystandards.
ForjudicialaI,theequivalentismissing.

Whatmustasystemexplain,andtowhom?
Whaterrorrateisacceptableinabailmatter
versusaschedulingtask?Wheredoestrain-
ingdatacomefrom?Withouttheseanswers
defined inadvance, eachof India's 25high
courtsmustindependentlydeterminewhat
constitutes anacceptableaI system.Given
the wide variation in technical capacity
acrossthejudiciary,theywillarriveatdiffer-
ent answers. the result is inconsistent ap-
provals—andinconsistentjustice.
standardscannotbesetbythebodythat

procures against them.thedraft regula-
tionsalreadyenvisionaCentreofresearch
andexcellenceonaI(Core-aI).Itshouldbe
set up as a neutral bodywith no stake in
whichvendorwins,noprocurementbudget
todefend.apermanenttechnicalinstitution
should procure against them. a judicial
Committee should approve them. Just as
npCIsteppedbackandletthemarketbuild,
Core-aI’svalueliespreciselyinstayingout
of the game it is refereeing. the sCmust
push for foundations thatwill holdnot just
fortoday’saI,butforwhatevercomesnext.

Sankaran isaco-founderofPUCARandAgami.
Manivannan is research leadatXKDRForum

theprovisionofrefuellingfacilitiestoameri-
can military aircraft — reflected these
multiplepressures.
But thedomestic strategic consensus in

1991washardly realistic. Large sections of
the political and foreign policy establish-
ment sympathised instinctivelywith sad-
dam, longviewedasa friendof Indiaanda
representativeofseculararabnationalism.
hisannexationof an independent country
wasviewedas less important thanhis con-
frontationwiththeUnitedstates.
the same rigidity shaped Indian reac-

tions to the soviet crisis. By the late 1980s,
mikhailGorbachev’s internal reformsand
retrenchment abroadhadmade clear that
theoldsoviet orderwasunsustainable.Yet
alargesectionofdelhi’sforeignpolicycom-
munitydenouncedhimforseekingaccom-

modation with the West. When
communist hardliners attempted
a coup inaugust 1991, therewas
barely concealedpolitical glee in
parts ofdelhi. thecoupcollapsed
withinthreedays;thesovietUnion
disappearedindecember.
theprotagonistshavechanged,

buttheinstinctsurvives.sympathy
for tehran often rests less on the
characterorconductoftheIslamic
republic thanon its resistance to

america. saddam’s secular autocracy and
Iran’s Islamic theocracy are as different as
chalkandcheese.Yet,theIndianforeignpol-
icycommunityembracedthembothassym-
bolsofanti-americandefiance.
the debate on russia is similarly per-

sonalisedaroundputinandsentimental-
ised through thememory of soviet sup-
port for India. this obscures the need to
examine russia’s internal strains, its
changing relationshipwithChina and its
imperatives for reconciling with europe
and america. India’s interests require an
empathetic understanding of the do-
mestic politics of russia and Iran— not
reflexivesignallingofsolidaritytothegov-
ernments of themoment.
the first lesson from1991, therefore, is

thatnobalanceofpowerispermanent.the
certainties of the 1980s—a stable soviet
Union,abipolarorderanddependablepart-
nerships—vanishedwithastonishingspeed
in 1991. Unpredictability is not an inter-
ruptionofnormalinternationalpolitics;itis
oneof itspermanent features. Indianstrat-
egymust devote asmuchattention todis-
continuityastocontinuity.
thesecondisthatdebateitself isastra-

tegicasset.aforeignpolicycommunityor-
ganised around a rigid consensus will re-
peatedlymiss inconvenient possibilities.
India needs stronger expertise onrussia,
Iran,Centralasiaandtheinternalpolitics
of themiddle east. India needs sustained
investment,morethanever, inlanguages,
historyandregional specialisation. It also
needs institutions willing to reflect on
competing scenarios and encourage
contrarian judgments.
thethirdandmostimportantlessonis

thatexternalshocksandsystemicchanges
cannot bemanaged by diplomacy alone.
What rescuedIndiaafter 1991were the in-
ternal reforms. the answermust be the
same today—sweepingdomestic reform
to cope with a changing world. diplo-
macy’s role then and now is to support
internal transformation.

Thewriter isacontributingeditoron
internationalaffairs forthe IndianExpress.He is
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iraq’s invasionofkuwait
inaugust 1990, and the

uS-ledwar to reverseSaddam
hussein’s annexation, sent
oil prices soaring, disrupted
remittances andaggravated
india’s balance-of-payments
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Whatmust a systemexplain,
and towhom?What error rate
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versusa scheduling task?
Wheredoes trainingdata
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breakdownof india's
examination system.the scale of
theneetandntacrises alone
warrantshis resignation
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NEETandbeyond,asystematicassaultoneducation

lWhaTTheOTheRSSaY
online betting is spreading across
bangladesh like a silent disease.
—The Daily Star, Bangladesh

Letters
totheeditor

JantarMantarprotest
IndIa'sexamInatIon
ecosystemhaswitnessedrepeated
controversies, includingpaper
leaks, impersonationracketsand
organisedcheatingnetworks, in-
dicatingthat theproblemextends
beyondadministrativefailures to
structuralweaknessesrequiring
comprehensivereform(‘Can’t
havesabkavishwaswithteargas
andlathi’, IE, July21).equallydis-
turbingarereportsofprotesters
beingignoredordispersed
throughcoercivemeasureseven
beforeavenuesfordialoguehave
beenexhausted.

VaibhavGoyal,Chandigarh

therepeatedcrossingof red
linesby thisndagovernment
will cost itdearly in theyears to
come (‘Can’thave sabkavishwas
with teargasand lathi’, IE, July
21).thehigh-handedapproach to
dealingwithasensitive issue re-
lated to theaspirationsof
millionsofyoungpeople in this
countrycannotbe justified inany
manner, even if oneacceptsall
the socialmedia theories
promotedby theadministration.
thedelayed, too little, too lateac-
tionwasofnoconsequence in
lightof thebrutalpoliceaction
against studentsandyoung
people,watched inhorrorbya
nationwhose foundationwas laid
on theprinciplesofnon-violence
andpeacefulprotest. Ihope that
goodsensewill prevail amongour
politicalmasters.

SanjeevRaina

Twofasts
theComparIsonbetween the
twomovements is instructive
(‘annahazare to sonamWang-
chuk, a tale of two fasts—anda
democracy’, IE, July 21).What
separates lasting impact from
fleeting attention is oftenorgan-
isation andpolitical timing,
rather than the sincerity of the
cause. Civil societymovements
need clearer institutional chan-
nels to convert public sentiment
intopolicy action. Legislatures
couldbenefit from formalmech-
anisms to register and respond to
sustainedpublic demands.

SMJeeva,Chennai
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Explain d

ArnavChandrasekhar
Bengaluru, July21

INArecentscientificbreakthrough, researchers fromthe
IndianInstituteofScience (IISc) inBengaluru, incollabora-
tionwith theMSRamaiahMedicalCollege,havediscovered
potential applicationsofanultrasoundstimulationtechnol-
ogy in treatingoral cancer.
Giventheprevalenceofchewable tobaccoproducts,oral

cancer isasignificanthealthconcern in India, accounting
forabout 1 in4ofall globalcases.Thestudy, titled“Reveal-
ingbiomechanicalvulnerabilities inoral cancercellsusing
3Dcocultureplatformandlow-frequencyultrasound”,was
published in the journalMaterialsTodayBio.

Whatwerethefindings?
Thestudyusedsamples takenfrom15patientswith

Stage4oral cancer. It foundthatoral cancercellswereselec-
tivelyvulnerable toLowFrequencyUltrasound(LFU)
mechanostimulation,anon-invasiveprocedure.
Theteamuseda“3Dco-cultureplatform”thatessentially

mimickedtheenvironmentofatumour.Cancercells forma
barrier-likestructurearoundthecentreofasolidtumour,
whichnormallyblocks infiltrationbydrugsandimmune
cells.Thetreatmentfocusedonbreakingdownthesecells.
AccordingtoassistantprofessorAjayTijore,corresponding

authorofthestudy,high-frequencyultrasoundiswidelyused
inmedicine(mostlyfordiagnosticandimagingpurposes),but
ithasrelativelylowpenetrationdepthinthebody—onlyupto
afewcentimetres.AnothertypeisHighIntensityFocused
Ultrasound(HIFU),whichgeneratesheatto“burn”cellsin
casessuchasprostatecancer,whichhascertainsideeffects.

Ontheotherhand,LowFre-
quencyUltrasoundmech-
anostimulationisquite
novelintermsofapplication
inthefieldoforalcancer.
The firstauthorof the

study,PhDstudentRash-
mitaLuha, said, “Whatsur-
prisedusmostwas thecon-
sistencyof theresponse
acrosscancercellsderived
frommultiplepatients
fromdifferentcancer
stages.Theywerehighly
vulnerable toultrasound,
whilenormalcellswere
muchlessaffected.”
Thereasonforthisselec-

tiveeffectoncancercellswithoutaffectingnormaloneswas
thepresenceofaproteincalledTropomyosin2.1,whichis
present innormalcellsbutfoundatalowerlevel incancer
cells.ProfessorTijoresaid,“Duetothelossoftheseproteins...
whenyouapplysuchLFUmechanicalstimulationfromthe
outside,cancercellscannotwithstandtheseforces.”

Whatapplicationscould ithave?
A2024study in the journalOralOncology stated that In-

dianshavea five-year survival rateof50%after treatment,
comparedwith68%indevelopednations.Therate refers to
the likelihoodof survivalafterdetection, seen inrelationto
thepopulationwithoutcancer.
AccordingtoTamilNadu-basedoralandmaxillofacialsur-

geonDrSenthilKumar,peopleseekingoralcancertreatment
inIndiacurrentlyfaceseveralchallenges,suchashighcosts.
“Anotherissueis identifyingthecaseatearlierstages,and

forpatientstoseekearlytreatment.Educatingpatientsand
inculcatingawarenessisalsoimportant…ifthereisabenign
lesioninthemouth, ithastobefollowedandevaluatedevery
3to6months,”hesaid.Generally, treatmentincludesacom-
binationofsurgeryandradiation,andchemotherapy.
Before itsuse, thenewIIScultrasoundtechnologymust

alsoconsiderpotentialproblems,DrKumarsaid.“Onappli-
cationofpressure, thespillageofcancercells intoneighbour-
ingtissues is thebiggestconcern.Mostsurgical-oncotreat-
ments likeneckdissection(toremovelymphnodesfromthe
neck)aredesignedbasedonthisconsideration.”
ThenewLFUmethodcouldbeusedacrossdifferent

cancer treatments, suchasbreastcancerandmelanoma(a
typeof skincancer).ProfessorTijoresaid, “This isbecause
theseare therelativelysuperficial cancerswhichcouldbe
monitoredeasilycomparedto tumours locateddeep inside
thebody.” IISchasalsopatentedtheultrasoundtechnology.

UseofUltrasoUnd
lAccording toprofessorAjay
Tijore, high-frequencyultra-
sound iswidely used inmedi-
cine (mostly for diagnostic and
imagingpurposes).
lbut it has relatively lowpen-
etrationdepth in thebody.
Another form isHigh intensity
Focusedultrasound,whichgen-
erates heat to “burn” cells in
cases suchasprostate cancer,
with certain side effects.

OVERTHEpastthreedays,NewDelhi’sJan-
tarMantar has attracted significant atten-
tionasmanydisgruntledyouthfromacross
Indiahavecometogetherundertheleader-
shipoftheso-calledCockroachJantaParty
todemandtheresignationofUnionEduca-
tionMinisterDharmendraPradhan.
The immediate trigger for the protests

wastheleakofthe2026NEET-UGquestion
paper.Everyyear,millionsofstudentshop-
ing tobecomedoctors take theexam.This
wasneitherthefirst timeNEETpapersgot
leaked,norwas it theonly examination to
witness such a lapse. Reports suggest that
overthepastdecade,testpapershavebeen
leaked in over 150 different competitive
examinationsheld in India.
Whathasintensifiedcriticismisthesense

of lack of accountability around such re-
peatedlapses.ArecentinvestigationbyThe
IndianExpressintothestatusofcaseslinked
to45major exampaper leaksover thepast
twodecades,where eachexamsawat least
onelakhapplicants,threwupstarkresults.
Only two of these cases led to convic-

tions.Mostareeithertrappedinlegalquick-
sandorhavehit a deadend. In fact, twoof
the accused in exam leaks are now repre-
sentatives intheUttarPradeshAssembly.
Ata timewhentheNarendraModi-led

government’s handling of the education
sector is under scrutiny, how can its per-
formancebeanalysed?Thereisnosingular
metric, but the allocation ofmoney from
annual Budgets to the relevant depart-
ments and ministries is a good way to
understand the importance any govern-
mentattaches toaparticular issue.
In the past, several scholars have re-

peatedlycriticisedIndiangovernmentsfor
notallocatingenoughfundstocriticalmin-
istries suchas educationandhealth.Here
is a look at how the annual allocations to-
wardstheEducationMinistryintheUnion
Budgetshavechangedover theyears.

ExaminingBudgetallocations
It isnaturalthatovertime,theabsolute

amount allocated to anymajorministry

willincrease,iffornootherreasonthanthe
annualinflationinpricesofthesamegoods
and services. Themetric for ascertaining
whether aministry or department lost or
gained relevance inpolicy terms is to look
at the funds allocated to it as apercentage
of the totalBudget fora financialyear.
SinceBudgetEstimateshave routinely

changed,thefollowingexerciseonlylooks
back on the period for which hard data is
available. In otherwords, all analysis uses
datauptotheendofthelastfinancialyear.
The startingpoint for thedata is 2009, the
earliestyearforwhichtheCentreforMoni-
toringIndianEconomy’s(CMIE)Economic
Outlookmoduleprovidesdetails.
When thedata is compiled, a clearpic-

ture emerges of the EducationMinistry’s
relativeimportance,orthelackofit,during
the first 12yearsof thisNDAgovernment.

Reducingshare since2014
LookingbackattheUnionBudgetfrom

2009-10onwards,itbecomesclearthat,on
average, the total sizeof theUnionBudget
grewbyanaverageof10.4%eachyear.This
meansthat thetotalamountofmoneythe
government spent each yearwas roughly
10%more thanwhat it spent the year be-
fore. As such, acrossmostministries and
departments, Budget allocations (in abso-

lute terms)alsowentup.
In this analysis, however, the focus is

not on the absolute amount of money
spent on aministry butwhether its share
in the overall Budget expanded or shrunk
or remainedstagnant.Thechartmaps the
relative share (in the overall Budget) of
threekeyministriesover theyears:

lEducation (earlier calledMinistry of
HumanResourceDevelopment).Thechart
alsomaps the share of allocations for the
two departments under this ministry:
SchoolEducationandHigherEducation.

lHealthandFamilyWelfare
lRoadTransportandHighways
Thedataontheothertwoministriespro-

videcontextbyshowingothersectorswhere
people often demand higher allocation
(health) andwhich represent the growth
modeloftheModiera(roadsandhighways).
ThedatashowsthattheEducationMin-

istry’s share in theUnionBudget fell from
4.6%in2013-14 (the lastyear that theCon-
gress-ledUPA governmentwas in power)
to2.5%in2025-26.Inotherwords,theEdu-
cationMinistry now commands only half
the share that it had before PMModi took
charge.Thefallinrelativesharecanalsobe
seenintheallocationtobothdepartments.
The share of the Department of School
Educationislessthanhalfofwhatitwas12

yearsago,whiletheDepartmentofHigher
Education’s share is just around 60% of
what itusedtobe.
The share of allocation to the Health

Ministryhasgoneupanddownmarginally
fromone year to another, but the share is
stagnantover the longterm.
In sharp contrast, the share ofmoney

spent onmaking roads and highways has
almost trebled in thepast 12 years. In fact,
12yearsago,educationandhealthtogether
received 6.5% of the annual Budgetwhile
theministry received just 1.8%of the total
expenditure.All theseyearson,education
and health together received only about
4.5%of the annual Budgetwhile theMin-
istry of RoadTransport andHighways re-
ceives5.8%alone.

Skilldevelopmentallocations
Over the years, especiallywith the rise

ofartificialintelligence,governmentshave
focusedonskillingover andaboveeduca-
tion. In fact, in 2015-16, theUniongovern-
ment created a newministry just for this
purpose.However,theshareoftheBudget
spent on skilling presents a sobering pic-
ture,andisquite incontrast tothegovern-
ment’spronouncements to“Skill India”.
As the table shows, the share of alloca-

tions to theMinistryof SkillDevelopment
wasaminuscule0.06%tobeginwith, and
hasnowslid to0.05%.

Thetakeaway
Lookingat theshare, levelandtrendof

allocationsprovidesagoodunderstanding
of a government’s priorities. To be sure,
each government is entitled to choose its
own set of priorities — after all, this is
exactlywhy voters choose or discard gov-
ernments.TheModigovernmentisnowin
its thirdconsecutiveterm,suggestingthat
voters have resoundingly ratified the gov-
ernment’spolicychoices.
Yet,thedeclineintheshareofallocation

totheMinistryofEducationisworryingfor
the futureof India’s youthand their grow-
ingaspirations.Andwhile spendingmore
moneyisnoguaranteeforthequalityofex-
penditure—asmanycasesofsinkingnew
roadsandfallingbridgesattest—itisoften
a necessary first step towards improving
the situation. The picture emerging from
this data echoes the words of the noted
economistJohnKennethGalbraith: “I am
worriedaboutour tendency toover invest
in thingsandunder invest inpeople.”

l ECONOMY

Education’s fallingshare
inBudgetover12years

While thegovernmenthas comeup
with theSkill India initiative, the share
allocated to theSkilldevelopment
ministryhasalso remainedminuscule

Sharp
contrast
theEducation
Ministry’s share
in theBudget fell
from4.6% in
2013-14 (the last
year theUPawas
inpower) to2.5%
in2025-26.

l

theshareof
moneyspenton
making roads
andhighways
hasalmost

trebled to 5.8% in
thepast 12years.
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First sanctions, nowwar: India’sChabaharplansup in theair
DivyaA
NewDelhi, July21

A DRAMATIC image posted on social
mediabyUSSecretaryofWarPeteHegseth
last week fuelled concern in India. It
showedthemaritimecontroltoweratIran’s
ChabaharportcollapsingafterUSstrikes.
While New Delhi is already reeling

under the impact of US sanctions on its
strategically vital infrastructure project in
Iran,whereithasinvestedbillions,themili-
tarystrikes sparkedfreshconcerns.
TheMinistry ofExternalAffairs (MEA)

clarifiedthattheterminalitoperatesatCha-
bahar Port was not damaged in the US
strikes.Theministry,however,reiteratedIn-
dia’s position that civilian infrastructure
shouldnotbetargetedduringconflicts.

India’s stakes inChabahar
The Chabahar port has twomain ter-

minals—ShahidBeheshtiandShahidKal-
antari—with Indiamanaging the former.
It is operated by India Ports Global Ltd
undera10-yearrenewableagreementwith
Iran’sPortsandMaritimeOrganisation.
India and Iran have been developing

Chabahar as a key trade and connectivity
hub, particularly to improve access to

Afghanistan and Central Asia. Chabahar
holds strategic importance for India as it
provides an alternative trade route to
Afghanistan, bypassing Pakistan, which
does not allow Indian goods transit
through its territory. For Iran,Chabahar is
vitalbecauseit is itsonlyoceanicportwith
direct access to the IndianOcean, bypass-
ing thecongestedStraitofHormuz.
To ensure its continuous operation,

IndiaandIransignedthelandmark10-year
contractinMay2024—replacingprevious
short-termcontracts—toequipandoper-
atetheShahidBeheshtiterminal.Toavoid
financialpenalties in thewakeofUSsanc-
tions,Indiaprepaidits$120millioninvest-
mentandtransferreditsoperationalstake
atShahidBeheshti to localentities.

USsanctions
USsanctionsonChabaharstemfromits

broader economic andmilitarymeasures
againstTehran.DespiteIndia’seffortstode-
veloptheportforregionalconnectivity,the
history of these sanctions andwaivers has
severelyrestrictedtheproject’sprogress.
In2018,theDonaldTrumpadministra-

tionwalked theUSout of the Irannuclear
deal, and imposed sanctions on dealing
withTehran.Atthesametime,itgranteda

VineetBhalla
NewDelhi, July21

UNIONHOMEMinisterAmitShahissetto
introduce the Prevention of Insults toNa-
tionalHonour (Amendment)Bill, 2026, in
RajyaSabhaduring theMonsoonSession.
Thiswill amend the Prevention of Insults
toNationalHonourAct, 1971, to grant the
national song,VandeMataram, the same
statutoryprotectioncurrentlygiventothe
nationalanthem,JanaGanaMana.
AccordingtoSection3oftheAct,inten-

tionally preventing the singing of the na-
tional anthemor causing adisturbance to
anyassemblyengaged insuchsinging is a
criminal offence punishable with im-
prisonment of up to three years, a fine or
both. The Bill proposes to include the na-
tionalsongwithintheambitofthissection.

Legal statusofnational song
Thisyear, theMinistryofHomeAffairs

issuedguidelinesregardingthesingingand
playing of the national song. The “orders

relating to theNational Songof India” de-
tailed the authorised lyrics, written by
BankimChandraChatterjee,andspecified
occasions for itsmass singing, suchas “on
theunfurling of theNational Flag, on cul-
turaloccasionsorceremonial functions”.
The orders also stated that “whenever

the official versionof theNational Song is
sungorplayed,theaudienceshallstandto
attention”, and suggested that “in all
schools, the day’s workmay begin with
communitysingingoftheNationalSong”.
A petition, filed in the SupremeCourt

by oneMuhammed Sayeed Noori, chal-
lengedthedirectives.Arguingforhim,Sen-
ior Advocate Sanjay Hegde questioned
whether people could be “compelled to
sing thesong in thegarbofanadvisory”.
A three-judge bench headed by Chief

Justice of India SuryaKant, however, dis-
missed thepleaas “premature”andbased
on a “vague apprehension of discrimina-
tion”.Thecourtsaidthatthegovernment’s
directivewasadvisory innatureandthere
werenopenalconsequencesforthosewho

chosenot tosing thenational song.

Howitdiffers fromthe
nationalanthem
TheStatement ofObjects andReasons

of the Bill states that on January 24, 1950,
ConstituentAssemblyPresidentRajendra
Prasad declared that ‘Vande Mataram’
should be “honoured equally” and have
“equal status” with ‘Jana GanaMana’. It
thenstates that“presently, there isnospe-
cific legal provision to prevent insults” to
thenational song.
The national anthemand the national

song, however, don’t have equal status
within the legal framework.UnderArticle
51A(a)oftheConstitution,itisafundamen-
tal duty of every citizen to respect the na-
tional flag and the national anthem. The
nationalsongisnotmentionedhereorany-
whereelse in theConstitution.
This distinction is also reflected in the

government’s executive orders containing
guidelines on both.While the playing of
both is recommended for the arrival of the

President,aGovernororaLieutenantGov-
ernoratstatefunctions,immediatelybefore
andafterthePresidentaddressesthenation
over All India Radio and “[w]hen theNa-
tional Flag is brought on parade”, the an-
themisadditionallymandatedfor“Civiland
Military investitures”, during parades, for
“hoistingofcoloursintheNavy”and“when
theRegimentalColoursarepresented”.
Theordersforthenationalsongexclude

suchmilitaryprotocols,specifyingitsplay-
ingonly for “civil investitures”.

Disruptinganthem’s singing
To understand how the amended law

might operate, one might look at how
courtshaveinterpretedtheexistingSection
3 of the 1971 Act, which currently applies
only to thenationalanthem.
In 2014, the KeralaHigh Court in Sal-

manv.StateofKeralaclarifiedwhatconsti-
tutessuchadisturbance.Thecourtrefused
to quash anFIR against the petitioner, ac-
cused of “making noise and hue and cry”
whilethenationalanthemwasbeingsung.

Justice PUbaid held that “causing ob-
struction or prevention to the singing of
NationalAnthem,bymaking loudor con-
temptuous noise” falls under the offence
defined in Section 3 of the Act and ruled
thatsuchseriousallegationsrequirepolice
investigation.

Right torespectful silence
Whileactivelydisruptingthesingingof

the national anthem is an offence under
theAct, the SupremeCourt distinguished
thisfromsimplychoosingnottosinginthe
landmarkBijoeEmmanuel&Orsv.Stateof
Kerala judgmentof 1986.
Thecaseinvolvedthreechildrenbelong-

ingtotheJehovah’sWitnessesChristiansect
whowereexpelledfromschoolforrefusing
tosingthenationalanthemduringamorn-
ing assembly, even though they stood re-
spectfullyinsilencewhileitwassung.Their
refusalwasbasedintheirreligiousfaiththat
didnotpermit themto singpraises to any-
oneexcept inprayerstotheirGod.
The SupremeCourt ruled in favour of

the students, holding that their expulsion
violated their fundamental rights to free-
domof speech and expression under Ar-
ticle19(1)(a)andfreedomofreligionunder
Article25(1)of theConstitution.
The court held that there is no legal

provision obliging anyone to sing the na-
tionalanthem.“Properrespect isshownto
theNationalAnthembystandingupwhen
theNational Anthem is sung,” the court
said. “It will not be right to say that disre-
spectisshownbynotjoininginthesinging.”
Thecourtemphasisedtheimportanceof

religiousfreedom,observing:“Article25isan
articleoffaithintheConstitution,incorpor-
ated inrecognitionof theprinciple that the
real testofa truedemocracy is theabilityof
even an insignificantminority to find its
identityunderthecountry’sConstitution.”
In the conclusion to its judgment, the

benchofJusticesOChinnappaReddyand
MMDuttremarked:“Ourtraditionteaches
tolerance; our philosophy preaches toler-
ance;ourconstitutionpracticestolerance;
letusnotdilute it.”

targetedsanctionswaiverfortheChabahar
port to support humanitarian and econ-
omicefforts inAfghanistan.
Forseveralyears,theportfacilitatedthe

delivery of Indian wheat and medical
suppliestoAfghanistan.InSeptemberlast
year, theUS administrationwithdrew the
sanctionswaiver,onlytogranttheexemp-
tion again through a six-monthwaiver in
October thatofficiallyexpiredonApril 26.
Owing to the end of the sanctions

waivers, India is losing its direct oper-
ationalcontrolover theChabaharproject.
TheMEAhassaidIndiahasbeenindis-

cussionswith“relevantstakeholders”after
theexpiryof thewaiver.

Importance forDelhi,Tehran
Chabahar is vital for Indianot only be-

cause it provides direct, secure access to
AfghanistanandCentralAsia,butalsobe-
cause it serves as a counterweight to
China’sdevelopmentoftheGwadarPortin
Pakistan, located just 140kmaway.
For Tehran, it also serves as a crucial

economic hub in the Sistan-Baluchistan
province, functioningasagatewaytocon-
nect Iran with landlocked Central Asian
states,AfghanistanandRussia.

Futurehangs inbalance
Chabaharhadreceivedanallocationof

Rs400croreinthepreviousfinancialyear.
ButtheUnionBudgetfor2026-27madeno
allocation for theport.
Thecurrentsituationhasleftquestions

hanging over the future of this strategic
route.WithoutChabahar,Indialosesitspri-
marynon-Pakistanicorridortolandlocked
markets, effectively undoingNewDelhi’s
decadesofconnectivityplanning.

morethan
maritimeinfra
lThe sea-land tran-
sit route fromchaba-
har, that allows india
tobypass pakistan, is
viewedas an impor-
tant part of the inter-
national north-south
Transportcorridor
(insTc).
l insTc is amulti-
mode transport net-
work connecting
indiawith iran, rus-
sia, europeandparts
ofcentral Asia. in
that sense, theport
represents farmore
thanmaritime infra-
structure.
lTheendof theus’s
chabaharwaivers
tilts the regional bal-
ance towardchina
andpakistan.

l lEgal

Howanewlawaims toplace ‘VandeMataram’onaparwith ‘JanaGanaMana’

UdItMISra

l sciEncE

IISc’snovel
methodholds
promise for oral
cancer treatment
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lwheretheGovernmentChosetospend
Thechart& table showallocation tovariousministries anddepartmentsasa%of totalUnionBudget

MinistryofSkill
Developmentand
Entrepreneurship

*eArLiercALLeDMinisTryoFHuMAnresourceDeveLopMenT; source:cMie, inDiAnexpressreseArcH

Ministry of education* Department of school education&Literacy Department of
Higher education Ministry ofHealth& FamilyWelfare Ministry ofroadTransport&Highways
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GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

KATAKA (R&B) CIRCLE, KATAKA
E-mail.ID-sectcrb_2006@yahoo.co.in

Tel/Fax-0671-2301751/2302751

( ‘E’ - PROCUREMENT NOTICE )
Bid ldentification No.CCE.Ctc.(R&B) 6/2026-27

34001/510/2627

Sd/-
Chief Construction Engineer

Kataka(R&B)CircleOIPR-34001/34012/1/26-27/0021

1. The Chief Construction Engineer, Kataka (R&B) Circle, Kataka on behalf of Governor of
Odisha invites on Percentage rate basis bid in double cover system in ONLINE MODE
from eligible contractors for Road and Building works as mentioned below.

2. No. of work :- 04 Nos.

3. Nature of work :- Road and Building works

4. Class of contractor :- 'B', 'A' & Special Class

5. Tender paper cost :- Rs.10000/- (online)
6. Available of bid document in From 30.07.2026 to 17.30
the web site. :- Hours of 13.08.2026

7. Date of opening of bid :- Dt.14.08.2026 at 11.00 Hours.

8. The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further details can be seen from
the website https://tendersodisha.gov.in. Any addendum / corrigendum / cancellation of
tender can also be seen in the said web site

NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT) No.2
(CIVIL WORKS) OF 2026-2027

On behalf of Samagra Shiksha, Mizoram, the State Project
Director invites bid in two-envelope system from empanelled
firm under Finance Department, Government of Mizoram.
Tender Document can be viewed and downloaded from the
department website www.samagra.mizoram.gov.in and
https://tender.mizoram.gov.in. The Tender Document and
other details can be obtained from the Office of The State Project
Director, Samagra Shiksha Mizoram, Fourth Floor, School
Education Complex, Zarkawt, Aizawl. (Tel: 0389-2306951)
during office hours from 22nd July to 20th August 2026. Bidders
obtaining Tender Document from the mentioned website, should
pay for the cost of Tender Document upon submission of the
Bid.

Sd/ C.LALTHANZIRA
State Project Director

IPR No 134 Samagra Shiksha, Mizoram

NIT No: 610002334
Name of the work: “Engineering, Supply, Installation and Commissioning of Auxiliary
Power System of Stage-III, Dr. NTTPS” through e-procurement. Schedule available Date &
Time : 17.07.2026-18.00 Hrs onwards Bid submission Closing Date & Time: 07.08.2026 -
13.00 Hrs. For other details visit website, viz. www.apgenco.gov.in (or)
https://etender.apgenco.gov.in/irj/porta.

AP POWER GENERATION CORPORATION
LIMITED V.S. VIJAYAWADA-520004

(A Govt. of A.P. Undertaking)

R.No.- 5271PP/Dt: 21.07.2026

“University of Calcutta invites the
e-tender vide Ref. No. (Publishing of
the notice for e-tender vide reference
no. (E-Tender No.: R/306/26
(2nd call) & Tender ID:
2026_CU_1033206_1), (E-Tender
No.: R/304/26 (3rdcall) & Tender ID:
2026_CU_1033488_1), (E-Tender
No.: R/13/CT-tender/26-27 & Tender
ID: 2026_CU_1033503_1). For
details pl. visit wbtenders.gov.in.

UNIVERSITY OF
CALCUTTA

I am Raju Sekh, address Dankuni Surya

Sen Nagar, Dankuni, Hooghly. My

actual date of birth is 13/06/1989, as

recorded on my Aadhaar, PAN, ration

card, and school certificate. But on my

passport, number N 6277658, as well as

on my voter ID and driving license, my

date of birth is given as 1-1-1984. By the

affidavit of the Honorable Shrirampur

Court, First Class Judicial Magistrate, on

the recent date, I am declaring my actual

date of birth as 13-06-1989.

I am Raju Sekh, address Dankuni, Surya

Sen Nagar, Dankuni, Hooghly. My son's

name is Rohan Sekh. My wife's real name

is Doly Bibi. But on my son's passport

(number U7173569), his mother's name is

listed as Doly Begum instead of Doly

Bibi. In an affidavit dated recently from

the Honorable Serampore Court, First

Class Judicial Magistrate, it has been

confirmed that my son's mother, that is my

wife, Doly Begum, and Doly Bibi are the

same and one Identical person.

E-N.I.T
Tender no's- 02/15th CFCG(T5) /D.H-II/P.S/26-27,
Memo No-300(35)/D.H-II/P.S, Dt.-20/07/2026
have been invited. Contact the office of the u/s and

visit www.wbtenders.gov.in for details. Tender ID:

2026_ZPHD_1033377_1 to 5 successively. Last

date of application is 29/07/2026 up to 12.30 Hrs

Sd/-
E.O

Diamond Harbour-II P.S
Sarisha: South 24-Parganas

Kolkata
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Ref. No. :- F.02 (223)/RMSCL/Proc./S&S/NIB-18/2026/1381 Dated :- 16/07/2026
Corrigendum-1 in NIB-18/2026

In Reference to NIB No.Ref. No.: F.02 (223)/RMSCL/Proc./S&S/NIB-
18/2026/1228 Dated:-30.06.2026 UBN No.MSC2627GLRC00032 Corrigendum-
1 is issued for Date extension in bid. All details may be seen on
https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, https://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in &
https://www.rmsc.health.rajasthan.gov.in.
Raj.Samwad/C/26/7299

Director (Proc.)
RMSCL

SALUTE THE SOLDIER
ASSAM RIFLE

The Tagra Teyees
family proudly
remembers its
Bravehearts who in
the true traditions of
the Assam Rifles made
supreme sacrifice while
bravely combating
terrorists in Puneja,
Doda District, (J&K)

on 22nd July 1995. May the Almighty grant eternal peace to their soul.
Their gallant action will continue to inspire us all.

DEEPLY REMEMBERED BY COMMANDANT & ALL RANKS

23 ASSAM RIFLES ‘TAGRA TEYEES’

BORDER SECURITY FORCE

Director General and all Ranks of
Border Security Force remember its
gallant Jawan Head Constable
Bhanwar Singh on his Balidan
Diwas. on this day, he sustained fatal
injuries while fighting militants in
area of FDL Pt. 9813, Mandir Mandi

(J&K) and made ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty.
Director General and all Ranks of
Border Security Force remember its
gallant Jawan Constable/Tradesman
Anil Kumar on his Balidan Diwas.On
04th July 2006, he sustained fatal
injuries in a grenade blast while
fighting militants in Sopore, J&K and

later succumbed to his injuries at 92 base hospital on 22nd July 2006.
CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE

DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay
solemn tribute to Constable Om
Prakash of 1 Bn, who made the
supreme sacrifice on 22 July 1968
after sustaining grievous injuries
while bravely combating insurgents
during an ambush in Manipur on 18

July 1968. #CRPF salutes the braveheart and pledges never to let his
sacrifice go in vain.

DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay
solemn tribute to Constable R. S.
Besak Rao of 35 Bn, who made the
supreme sacrifice in a bomb blast
while serving with the Indian Peace
Keeping Force (IPKF) in Sri Lanka on
22 July 1988. #CRPF salutes the

braveheart and pledges never to let his sacrifice go in vain.
DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay
solemn tribute to Constable T. Ravi
of 98 Bn, who made the supreme
sacrifice on 22 July 1992 after
sustaining grievous injuries while
bravely combating militants during
an area domination patrol in Doda

district, Jammu & Kashmir on 18 July 1992. #CRPF salutes the
braveheart and pledges never to let his sacrifice go in vain.

DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay
solemn tribute to Head Constable
Gulab Chand of 71 Bn, who made
the supreme sacrifice while bravely
combating insurgents during a Naka
operation in Imphal, Manipur on 22
July 1995. #CRPF salutes the

braveheart and pledges never to let his sacrifice go in vain.

DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay
solemn tribute to Asst Comdt Shri
Vinod Kumar Yadav, Constable/Bugler
Khem Singh, and Constable/Driver
Rajbir Singh of 40 Bn, who made the
supreme sacrifice while bravely
combating insurgents during an

ambush in Assam on 22 July 2001. #CRPF salutes the bravehearts and
pledges never to let their sacrifice go in vain.

DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay
solemn tribute to Sub Inspector
Baishakha Singh of 121 Bn, who made
the supreme sacrifice while bravely
combating Maoists during an
operation in Jharkhand on 22 July
2003. #CRPF salutes the braveheart

and pledges never to let his sacrifice go in vain.

INDO-TIBETAN BORDER POLICE(ITBP)

Head Constable Madan Lal

ITBP salutes its braveheart Head Constable Madan Lal

of 25th Battalion, who made the supreme sacrifice in

the line of duty fighting bravely with the militants on

this day in (J&K) in 2004.

HAV (LATE)
RAJENDER

SINGH

RFN (LATE)
BALDEV
SINGH

RFN (LATE)
BANARASI
PRASAD

RFN (LATE)
RAMENDRA

SINGH

RFN (LATE)
KARNAIL
SINGH

RFN (LATE)
HARI KUMAR

SINGHA

RFN (LATE)
RAM PRAVESH

SINGH

Veer Balidani
Shri Vinod Kumar

Yadav
Assistant

Commandant
40 Bn

Veer Balidani
Constable/ Bugler

Khem Singh
40 Bn

19-6-1968 To
22-7-2001

Veer Balidani
Constable/Driver

Rajbir Singh
40 Bn

15-6-1965 To
22-7-2001

Veer Balidani
Sub Inspector

Baishakha Singh
121 Bn

HEAD
CONSTABLE

BHANWAR SINGH
192 BN BSF
16.11.1967

– 22.07.2008

CONSTABLE/
TRADESMAN
ANIL KUMAR

55 BN BSF
11.02.1979

– 22.07.2006

Veer Balidani
Constable

Om Prakash
1 Bn

7-12-1947 To
22-7-1968

Veer Balidani
Constable

R. S. Besak Rao
35 Bn

16-10-1958 To
22-7-1988

Veer Balidani
Constable

T. Ravi
98 Bn

5-7-1970 To
22-7-1992

Veer Balidani
Head Constable

Gulab Chand
71 Bn

7-10-1947 To
22-7-1995

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE : SUNDARGARH
Near Bana Durga Temple, Sankara, Sundargarh, Dist: Sundargarh PIN-770020

Email: serw_sundargarh@yahoo.com

Office Order No. 4102 Date. 20-07-2026
1st Corrigendum

The date of availability of tender online/ date of seeking clarification/ date of opening of tender for the following works invited
under NIT Letter No.3719 dtd 04.07.2026 vide Bid Identification No: Online - RWCCESNG-19 of 2026-27 are hereby modified
as follows:

25001/779/2627

All other terms and Conditions are remained Unchanged. Sd/-
Chief Construction Engineer,

Rural Works Circle, SundargarhOIPR-25001/25133/1/26-27/0029

Procurement
Officer

Bid
Identification

No.

Availability of
Tender On-line
for bidding

Availability of
Tender On-line
for bidding
upto

Last Date &
Time of Seeking

Tender
Clarification

Technical
Bid Opening

Financial Bid
Opening

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Chief Construction
Engineer, Rural Works
Circle, Sundargarh

RWCCESNG-19
of 2026-27

24.07.2026
11:00 AM

11.08.2026
5:00 PM

10.08.2026
5:00 PM

12.08.2026
11:00 AM

Will be
intimated
separately

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of advertising

copy, it is not possible to verify its contents. The Indian

Express(P)Limitedcannotbeheldresponsible forsuch

contents, nor for any loss or damage incurred as a

result of transactions with companies, associations or

individualsadvertising in itsnewspapersorPublications.

We therefore recommend that readers make

necessary inquiries before sending any monies or

entering into any agreements with advertisers or

otherwise acting on an advertisement in any manner

whatsoever.

''IMPORTANT''

Kolkata
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UsTaDIsthetitlebestowedon
thewinner of sangidi rallu, a
traditionalstrengthcontestheld
duringPongalinvillagefestivals
ofnorthernandhraPradesh.
exportedworldwide, black

granite isapopularstoneof the
region.Ithasbeenusedforyears
to carve the sangidi rallu, a
torusweighing80-220Kg.
Over time, that folk contest

evolved into organisedweight-
lifting in Kondavelagada (pr:
kon-duh-wella-gadaa),avillage
in Vizianagaramdistrict. The
villagehasproduced20national
and 13 international weight-
lifters, with successive gener-
ations securing government
jobs through sport, and lifting
their familiesoutofpoverty.
among the latest are sisters

Bellana Bhargavi (17) andBel-
lanaharika (19),whowongold
medals at theCommonwealth
YouthandJuniorWeightlifting
Championships in samoa in
april 2026.nextweek, the tiny
villagewill be in the spotlight
once againwhenajay Babu –
thesonofVallurisrinivasarao,
aweightliftingpioneer in these
parts – stepson theplatformat
the CommonwealthGames in
Glasgowlaterthismonth.
ajay,who is inGlasgowcur-

rently, spoke toThe Indianex-
press about continuing a tradi-
tion. "In 2010,my fatherwona
bronzemedal,andin2014san-
toshiMatsaclaimedsilveratthe
CommonwealthGames. Iwant
tobetter thatandwingold,and
participateintheOlympics."
The story of Kondavela-

gada's remarkable production
linebeganmorethanthreedec-
adesago.In1991,ayoungValluri
srinivasa rao, annapurna
Challa and her elder brother
ramuwere among themany
children captivated by the an-
nualsangidirallucompetition.
Winning itwas amatter of im-
mense pride, and the contest
drewalmosttheentirevillage.
around the same time,

weightliftingwasgainingpopu-
larity across northernandhra.
Inspiredbywhattheyhadseen
elsewhere,afewelderlyvillagers
decidedtobringproperweight-
lifting equipment toKondave-
lagada. That decision changed
thevillage's future.
ramu, whose movement

had been restricted by polio,
neverhadtheopportunitytobe-
comeacompetitiveweightlifter.
Buthehaddevelopedafascina-
tion for physical strength after
watching bodybuilders on
Doordarshan.rao,meanwhile,
inherited his father's love for
sangidiralluandtriedhishand
at the village contest, though
withoutmuchsuccess.
Both friendswould quietly

slip in after the regular sangidi

rallu participants finished
training around sevenor eight
o'clock, to experimentwith the
newequipment.
Flower cultivation - mari-

gold, roses,crossandra,wasthe
village's primary occupation,
andrao'sfamilydependedonit
for a living.Morning training
was followed by long hours in
thefields.rao(47)recallswitha
smile, "schoolwasoptional."
While training, rao ob-

served older lifters closely, co-
pied their techniques and
pickedupwhateveradvicethey
werewillingtooffer.Winninga
district-level competition.
changedeverything.
WhenM.s.sharma, thedis-

trictweightlifting coach, asked
his parents to send him to his
academy, theywere thrilled. "I
usedtocyclefromthevillageto
Vizianagarameveryday to sell
flowers.afterthat,Iwouldgofor
training,"herecalls.atthe1996,
Vizianagaramnationals, rao,
ramuandannapurnatravelled
towatchIndia'sbestlifterscom-
pete."Ourjawsdropped,"ramu
recalled. "It wasn't just men
competing.Womenwerelifting
weights, too."
For annapurna, that mo-

ment proved life-changing.
"Within a couple of years of
starting, shebecameanational
champion in the rural cham-
pionships, while rao became
statechampion."
When sharma was trans-

ferredtothesaIcentreineluru,

he invited both to continue
training under him. They ac-
ceptedimmediately.
Then, tragedy struck. Just

days before they were due to
leave for eluru in 1999, anna-
purnadied after falling into an
openwellonthefamily's farm.
herdeathdevastatedtheen-

tire village. rao no longer
wantedtoleave."Thewholevil-
lage had to convince him,"
ramu recalled. "There were
times when his family didn't
evenhaveenoughfood.Wetold
himthat ifhewent toeluru,he
wouldat leastget threemealsa
day, become stronger and con-
tinueweightlifting."
The argument eventually

persuaded him. eluru trans-
formed rao's career. Under
sharma,thefarmer'ssondevel-
oped into one of andhra Pra-
desh's leading weightlifters,
winningsilvermedalsatthena-
tionalGamesinVisakhapatnam
(2002) and the inaugural afro-
asianChampionships(2003)in
hyderabad.Backhome,hissuc-
cess sparked a ripple effect.
Childrenwhohadwatchedrao
growupnowwanted to follow
thesamepath.
Forramu,though,theyears

after annapurna's deathwere
farmoredifficult. "For three or
fouryears, I didn't knowwhat I
was doing," he said. Then one
day, village elders approached
himwithaproposal."'We'llhelp
yousetupagym,' theytoldme.
'Willyouteachourchildren?'"

The faith from his village
turnedhisgrief intostrength.
By 2005, Kondavelagada

had its own coaching centre.
andsoon,ramu'straineeswere
winningnationalmedals.after
rao took voluntary retirement
from the army and returned
theybuiltanothergym."Ourvil-
lagehas around3,000people,"
rao said. "Many take loans just
to provide proper nutrition for
their children. aweightlifter
needsrs50,000to60,000every
month for food and training.
Wherewill these farmers find
thatkindofmoney?"

lll

Before Kondavelagada be-
came aweightlifting nursery,
therewasamadalavalasainthe
neighbouring srikakulamdis-
trict. Its Maruthi Yuvajana
VyayamaMandali, produced
eight international and46na-
tionalweightlifters,making it
the region's originalweightlift-
ing powerhouse. Founded in
1969 by tailor K. amminaidu,
thegymlaid the foundation for
northernandhra'sweightlifting
culture.amminaidu isnow86,
partially deaf, and lives a quiet
life.heislookedafterbyhisfive
children, three of whom are
weightlifters. "Our inspiration
wasKodirammurthynaidu,"
amminaidusaid.
hissonMadhusudhanadds

that rammurthy's name is in-
vokedasablessingforasuccess-

ful career. Folklore says ram-
murthyfromVeeragattamnear
theOdisha border, discovered
anidolofLordhanumanwhile
bathing in a pond in the late
1800s. Inspiredby thedeity, he
resolvedtobecomethestrongest
manintheworld.
"hehada special breathing

technique that allowed an ele-
phant to walk across wooden
planks placed on his chest,"
formerweightlifterMugithiap-
palanaidurecalled the folk tale.
"TheVizianagaramkingwas so
impressedthatherewardedhim
with gold and jewels, and sent
him to england and China to
displayhis featsofstrengthand
challengewrestlersthere."
rammurthy's exploits in-

spired as he also established a
gyminVizianagaram.
One of those inspired was

amminaidu, a former kusthi

wrestlerhimself."Inthosedays,
we pushed a rod through two
stonesandliftedit—thatwasour
weightlifting,"herecalled.
eventually, theypersuaded

r. suryanarayana of andhra
University, who had trained
underrussiancoaches, tohelp
them.Theyalsofoundafabrica-
tor inrajahmundry capable of
buildingmodernweightlifting
equipment. among those in-
spired was neelamsetty ap-
panna,whoturned tocoaching
afterretiringfromcompetition.
he travelled to the netaji

subhas national Institute of
sports, Patiala, for a one-year
coachingdiploma.There, a lec-
turer offeredadvice thatwould
transform the region. "Wemay
soonhavewomencompetingin
weightlifting,"hetoldappanna.
"Findgirlswhoareinterested."
Back inVoosavanipeta,ap-

pannaandVishwanatham, the
formersecretaryofthesrikaku-
lamWeightliftingassociation,
begandoingexactlythat."some-
timesparentstriedtoassaultus,"
he laughed. "They askedwho
wouldmarry their daughters if
theystartedliftingweights."
eventually, they focusedon

childrenagednineto12.Vishwa-
nathampaidfortheirfoodfrom
his ownpocket to ensure they
had enoughnutrition to train.
"Most of themcame fromvery
poorfamilies."
Oneday,twosistersfromthe

railwaycolonywalkedintotheir
lives. The elder was Karnam

narsamma. The youngerwas
nine-year-oldKarnamMalles-
wari. after training underap-
pannaforacoupleofyears,Mal-
leswarijoinedtheMaruthiGym.
The littlegirlwouldgoonto

become India's first woman
Olympic medallist, winning
bronze at the 2000 sydney
Olympics. her success, along
with thatof several others from
theregion,appearedtoheralda
golden era. It didn't last as
numbersdwindled.
"Wedideverythingwecould.

Butnoneof thosewhogot gov-
ernmentjobscamebacktobuild
gyms or help the next gener-
ation.Wenever received recog-
nition, andneither did our vil-
lage,"saidVishwanatham.
TheMaruthiGymnowfaces

another challenge. "Weight-
liftersneedmodernequipment,
butwedon't have themoney,"
Madhusaid. "Butspreadingthe
culture of weightlifting ismy
father'slegacy.aslongaswecan,
we'llcontinue."

lll

TilakaDhananjayaKumar,
who won bronze at 1992 na-
tionals, secured a government
job as a teacher, posted at his
hometown of Godalam, a re-
mote hamlet of around 1,200
people in srikakulamdistrict,
barelyfourkilometresfromthe
BayofBengal.
Like Kondavelagada and

amadalavalasabeforeit,Goda-

lambecameanotherweightlift-
ingvillage.
Therewasnoroadconnect-

inghis village toMaruthiGym,
forcinghimtohitchridestoKot-
tabommali, around 13 kilo-
metresaway,tothenearestrail-
way station "I travelled there in
the morning to train, stayed
overnight and returned home
thenextevening,"herecalled.
heestablishedagyminGo-

dalam,determinedtogivelocal
children the opportunities he
never had. "If these children
reachthenational levelandget
government jobs, their lives,
andthisregion,will improve."
every year, the community

across srikakulam gather for
sangatiralluand localweight-
liftingcompetitionswith60-65
registrations."It'salmostlikean
annual reunion,"Madhusud-
hansaid. "That'swherewe first
noticed Dhananjaya arriving
withchildrenfromhisregion."
But sustainingmomentum

got difficult since being pro-
motedtoahigh-schoolteacher.
"earlier,Itrainedaround15or16
children.nowI'mdowntothree
orfour.equipmenthasbecome
rustyandneedsreplacing."
he paused, unsure ofwhat

the futureheld. The gymsmay
beageing,andthecoachesmay
no longer have themeans they
oncedid. But every year,when
the sangidi rallu competition
returns, so does the hope that
anotherchildwilldiscoveradif-
ferentfuture.

TanishqVaddi
travels through the
northof thestate,
joining thedots
thathaveproduced
India’s finest
weightlifting talent
over theyears

(Top) TilakaDhananjayaKumar'sGym inGodalam. (Frombottom left) valluri srinivasraowithhismedals;CommonwealthGamesmedal
hopefulvalluri AjayBabu inaction;Challaramu'sgym inKondavelagada. spECIaLarranGEMEnT

Ourvillagehas
around3,000

people.Manytake
loans just toprovide
propernutritionfor
theirchildren.A
weightlifterneedsRs
50,000to60,000
everymonthfor food
andtraining. ”
VAllurisriniVAsArAo,
LIfTEraJaYBaBu’s faThEr

lBreakingdownindia’sCwgMedalprospeCTs

ArnoldsofAndhra
AsmallerCwGwithout india’scoresports likeshooting,badmintonandwrestling
means fewermedalopportunities,but theystill haveachancesacross fivedisciplines.
IndIawon61medals at the
2022CommonwealthGames
edition, but the tallywill come
down this timedue to fewer
sports featuring in the
quadrennial event. among the
ten events, India is expected to
dowell in disciplines like
athletics,weightlifting, Boxing,
LawnBowls, and Judo.
Athletics:6medAls
IndIa Is sendinga strong32-
member squad for theathletics
events, across22disciplines.
while themedals in trackevents
look tough, India is expected to
win in field events.neeraj
Chopra remains thebiggest
medal hope inmen's Javelin
throw,but hewill beupagainst a

world-class fieldwith reigning
olympicchampionarshad
nadeem, reigningworld
championKeshornwalcott, two-
timeworldchampionanderson
peters, JuliusYego, andworld
leadrumeshpathirage.

India's biggestmedalwill be
the jumpswithsarveshKushare,
Tejaswinshankar inhigh jump,
sreeshankarMurali, Lokesh
satyanathan in long jump, and
selvaprabhu, praveen
Chithravel in triple jump.

If parul Chaudhary and
Gulveer singh candeliver a
performanceof a lifetime as
avinashsable did in 2022, India
can expect 5-6medals.
Boxing:8medAls
asTronG Indian contingent,
headlinedby reigningworld
Champion Jaismine Lamboria
andTokyoolympicmedallist
Lovlina Borgohain,will take to
the ring atGlasgow2026.

The field at theCwG is
moderately easy, and India can
expect towinclose to8
medals. If there areupsets, the
tally can touch 10medals. In
fiveof the sevenweight
categories inwomen's
boxing, Indiawill start as the
favourites, being the
highest-ranked
Commonwealthnation
in theworldBoxing
rankings. sakshi
Chaudhary (51kg),
preeti pawar (54kg),
and Jaismine

Lamboria (57kg)will start as the
outright favourites for gold.
weightlifting:7medAls
ToKYooLYMpICmedallist
MirabaiChanuwill lead India's
12-memberweightlifting squad.
whileChanu is thebest lifter in
her category, other Indians also
haveagoodchance towina
medal given the strengthof the
field. Indiawon 10medals last
time, andonecanverywell
expect6or 7medals this timeas
well,withGyaneshwaridevi,
ajayaBabuandrajaMuthupandi
theotherprospects.
judo:4medAls
TulikaMaanandasmitadey
will be India's biggest hope,
with Inunganbi Takhellambam
(women’s 70kg) and Ishroop
narang (women's 78kg) being
other contenders. Indiawon
threemedals last time and
will look to better the haul
this time around.
lAwnBowls: 1medAl
IndIawontwomedals inLawn
Bowls inBirmingham2022,both
in the teamevent. This time,
thereareonly singlesand
doublesevents,butgiven the
experience in thesquad,which
featuresmedalists fromthe
previousedition, India is
expected towinonemedal
atleast. Inparasports, Indiacan
winmedals inparaathletics (3
medals) andparapowerlifting (2
medals).

expressnewsserviCe

Jaismine
Lamboriya
(inblue)

{
commonweAlthgAmes: july 23-August 2 {

Avisit toatalentnursery, thewinningnessof India’ssuccessfulstompingsports,wistfulness forthedisciplinesnot included,and
awidget intowhattoexpect fromthecompactGamesatGlasgow.TheIndianExpress looksatthesportingfootprint

AmitKamath
Chennai,July21

JUsTacouple of hours before
GukeshD slumped to another
defeat, this time to compatriot
PraneshM, srinathnarayanan
wasdeconstructingthe20-year-
old’s recent issues over the
board. since becomingworld
champion inDecember 2024,
Gukeshhasyet towinatourna-
ment,astreakunlikelytoendat
the ongoing Chennai Grand
Masters,wherehehas lost five
games in six rounds to be an-
chored to the bottom in the
eight-playertournament.
srinath’s assessment was

simple: confidence isGukesh’s
superpower, andwhenhe’s low
onthat, itaffectshisresults.
“Gukesh is very goodat cal-

culation.Butthere'sanelement
ofconfidenceinhisgame,which
is probably one of the reasons
why there are a lot of ups and
downs in his play. When he's

really confident, he plays the
sameway,buthepullsoffthings.
Butwhenhis confidence is im-
pacted a bit, there are also big
dropsinhisplay,”srinathsaid.
srinathholds auniquevan-

tage point in Indian chess. For
thepast twoOlympiads,hehas
been the Indianmen’s team’s
captain, a positionhewill also
holdattheupcomingeditionat
samarkandinUzbekistanintwo
months'time.hehashadaring-
sideviewtotheriseandplateau
of India’s currentgoldengener-
ation. he points out how the
famedconfidence that vaulted
Gukeshtotheworldchampion’s
throne hindered him against
arjunerigaisionMonday,where
heheld awinning edge before
allowing the game to equalise
andthengoingontolose.
“Whenyou'redowninconfi-

dence, you're constantly re-
checkingyourmovesandtaking
a lot longer tomake decisions
thatyou'dnormallymakemuch

faster. This contributed tohim
(Gukesh)beinglowontimeand
as a consequence, when he
needed that time (in the end-
game) to make some critical
decisions,hejustdidn'thaveit,”
saidsrinath.
afterhisdefeattoPraneshon

Tuesday, Gukesh slumped to
worldno.31 in live ratings that

areupdatedinrealtime.hehas
lost75ratingpointsin19months
sincebecoming the 18thworld
championinchesshistory.
srinathbelievesthattheup-

comingOlympiadmightbethe
event that helps Gukesh turn
aroundhisform.hewastheIn-
dian team’s captain at the 2023
asianGameswhenGukeshhad
ahorridtournament,losingrat-
ing points by heaps in
hangzhou.Buthebouncedback
bywinning theChennaiGrand
Mastersinitsinauguraledition,
clinching the Candidates,
sweepingthroughtheOlympiad
in 2024 and then becoming
worldchampion,all inthespan
of14months.
“Confidence is something

whichcanchange inagameor
two.everyonehasgonethrough
such slumps in their career. If
thatbadphasechanges,Gukesh
will suddenly be a completely
different player,” srinath said.
“Gukesh’s confidence could

havegrowninyesterday'sgame
againstarjun if thingshad just
gonea littlemorehisway. I feel
thereisachanceofaturnaround
intheOlympiadbecauseunlike
closedinvitationaltournaments
whichGukeshhasbeenplaying
whereeveryplayerisratedabout
2650 or 2700, theOlympiad is
more likeanopen tournament,
somethingwhichGukeshhasn't
playedinalongtime.”

Differentapproach
srinath,whoispartoftheor-

ganisingcommitteeoftheChen-
naiGrandMasters,saysheiscur-
rentlyinwait-and-watchmode.
OnWednesday,when the tour-
namentends,he’llstartreaching
out to the fivemembers of his
provisionalOlympiad team—
Gukesh, r Praggnanandhaa,
arjun, nihal sarin and Vidit
Gujrathi—about preparation
forthetournament.
Theway thenational camp

beforetheOlympiadisheldhas

alsochangedconsiderablyover
theyears.In2022,srinathorgan-
isedmultiple two-week camps
with theyoung squadover two
monthsleadinguptotheOlym-
piad in Chennai. he said the
campswere as intense as those
for Candidates tournaments.
But for 2024, there was just a
Zoomcall because the players
were jet-settingtotournaments
aroundtheworld.
“In 2022,wehad somevery

intensetrainingcamps.allofus
were working long hours on
openings.Thatdidn'tquitework
becauseitfeltlikeovertraining,”
srinath said. “But since the last
Olympiad, the idea is tohave a
good time together. That’s all
youneedforateamlikeours.”
For the 20-year-old who

wears the burden of theworld
champion’scrownanddoesnot
seem to be having fun on the
board, theOlympiadmight just
bethetonicheneedstorejuven-
atehisgame.

Gukesh’s road to revivalmaypass throughChessOlympiad

DGukeshdropped to31st in the
live rankingsafter this latest
loss inChennai. ExprEss

AmitKamath
Chennai, July21

Pranesh M does not know
whattheChigorinClubinchess
is.nevertheless,hebargedinto
it on Tuesday with one of the
biggestwinsofhisfledglingca-
reer.hedefeatedworld cham-
pionGukeshD in 39moves in
the penultimate round of the
Chennai GrandMasters tour-
nament,thusenteringanunof-
ficial club he had no idea
existed.Fortheuninitiated,the
Chigorin Club consists of
grandmasters who have de-
feated the reigning world
champion inaclassicalgame.
having qualified for the

ChennaiGrandMastersbywin-
ning last year's Challengers
tournament,Pranesh is climb-
ing rapidly towards another
club: that of 2700-rated GMs.

after losing his opening game
toalireza Firouzja, he has had
a stable tournament, holding
playersfromthe2700-clublike
nodirbekabdusattorov,arjun
erigaisi and hansMoke nie-
mann to draws before this sig-
nificantvictory.
Praneshgotahelpinghand

fromGukesh.Therewasapoint
whentheworldchampionhad
a significant edge before Gu-
kesh’sfamiliarwoesofcourting
time trouble surfaced. The
battle between Gukesh and
Pranesh saw eval bar fluctu-
ations, but it was a bunch of
moves fromGukesh while he
was racing against the clock
thatchangedtheoutlookofthe
game. “I had beaten himonce
before, in a tournament in
Mumbai in the U13 category,
where he had gone on to win
the title,”Praneshrecalled.

Now,Praneshbeats
chessworldchampion
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SandipG
NewJersey,July21

roDriaNDamEriCa. itwas
alwaysmeanttobe;auniquere-
lationshipforgedbychanceand
moulded by destiny. Sixteen
yearsbeforehekissedtheWorld
Cuptrophy,confettishowering
onhimand fireworkswiggling
into East rutherford skies, he
wasinConnecticut,almost100
milesfromthesceneofhiscon-
quest, as part of an exchange
programme.
Hisfatherwantedhimtopur-

sue academics in the United
States,buthewasfirmonhisul-
timatedesire tobea footballer.
But his father hadother plans,
and imagining that theameri-
canlifewouldalterhisson'sam-
bitions, hepackedhimoff to a
studentprogrammeinConnec-
ticut.rodri.Suddenly, thequiet
teenager fromthemadrid sub-
urbofVillanuevade laCañada
foundhimselfinthemiddleofa
forestinConn-et-ee-cut,asthey
call it. "itwas likeiwasstepping
into a Hollywood movie," he
wrote inPlayer'sTribune. "You
knowthemovieswherethekids
gotothecamponabiglakeand
you'reclimbingtreesandsleep-
ingintentsandstartingfireswith
sticks?"Everything felt strange
forthetruebluemadridboy.
oneday,hecalledhisfriends

toplay football.They thought it
wasamerican football. "No,no
that'snotwhat imeant, soccer,"
he told them. "oh, saw-ker.No
buddy, noway," they said. He
had a football with him and
playedallalone.Days,nights, in
thepeakofsummer,inthedead
ofwinter.Hedidn'tmind foot-
ball'simprovisedversion,buthe
remained, at heart, a dissident
loyaltothefootie."Genuinefun!
ikindoflikedit,"hewrote.
Hedidn'tmisshome,swiftly

learnedEnglish,withaConnec-
ticutaccentthatendearedhimto
hisfriends.itwouldbethesame
quickgrasping skills thatmade
himindispensable in the teams
of two antitheticalmanagers,
DiegoSimeoneandPepGuard-
iola,theangelandthearchangel.
Buthebegantomisshomewhen
theWorldCupbegan."icouldn't
evenchecktheinternet,soiwas
inpain,"hesaid.
But the main office had a

clunkycomputer.Everyday,he
asked the counselors for the
score.oneofthemtoldhimthat
Spain lost toSwitzerland in the
first round. His heart sank. "i
thought they were pulling a
prank." By the knockouts, the
counsellorswouldtellhimwith-
out askingwhether Spainwon
ornot.Hewasonacanoeingtrip
when Spain beat Germany in
thesemifinal. "ineverfeltsofar
from home, but also close to
home,ifyouunderstandwhati
mean," he would say. He
pleadedwith the counsellor to
let himwatch the final on the
computer.Hedid,buttheinter-
net waswobbly and he had to

find an illegal stream. "When
iniestascored, i literallystarted
screamingandiranoutsideand
sprinted around the lake. The
guysthoughtiwascrazy.”
Sixteenyearslater,hisfriends

wouldhaverealisedtheessence
ofhisscream.Hewasholdingthe
most precious trophy in the
worldaloft.adreambeyondfor
amadridboy.

lll

Theroute fromConnecticut
toNewJersey tookyears in the
making.ayearlater,hereturned
home,andtohisfather'sanguish
his sonwasstill in lovewith the
game.He lethimbe. "itwas al-
most like adrug,"heonce said.
Hejourneyedfromatleticomad-
rid's academytoVillarreal's, be-
forereturningtoatleticoasasen-
iorplayer.Thefirstbiginfluence
inhiscareerwaswaitingforhim,
themanager Simeone.Thear-
gentine sensedhehasmarvel-
loustechnicalfinessebutnotthe
nastinesshisteamsembodied.
"When iwas at Villarreal, i

wasverygoodwiththeballatmy
feet,butiwasstillabitsoft.With
DiegoSimeone,ilearnedwhatit
meanstobethebadguy–tobea
bitofab******onthepitch.itwas
aboutmaking theother teama
mess for 90minutes. Thatwas
another important piece." Si-
meonerealisedthathecouldbe
a bad guywithout resorting to
tactical fouls,withouttheoppo-
nentsrealisinghismeanness.
rodri'spositional sense is so

supreme thathe isneveroutof
hisplacetocommitanastyfoul.

adefensivefielderhastheimage
of a tackle-happy, toughmean
guy. But the finest of themare
not, from the irrepressible
ClaudemakeleleandSergioBus-
quetstoN'Golokanteandrodri.
Theyhavemoretimeandspace
thanall,apreternaturalsenseof
theball,thepathsitwouldtravel.
ThisWorldCup,hewas ranked
97thinthelistofoffenders.That's
theparadoxofrodri,hewonthe
goldenballwithoutasinglegoal
orassist,withouttoppinganyof
thedefensiveor attackingmet-
rics. Even in pass completion
rate,hesits44thonthetable.So
what made him the tourna-
ment'smostvaluableplayer?
His second, and perhaps

mostinfluential,figureinlifewas
Guardiola,whowouldsay: "The
wayheseesthegame,nooneelse
sees,toitsfinestdetails,hisvision
ispanoramic.”Whenhearrived
in City, he was far from the
midfield figureheadhe isnow.
Guardiola advised: "Don't
movetoomuch,aholdingmid-
fielder does not, move just
enough and only when it is
required." Guardiola was sur-
prisedhowfasthelearned,and
adapted.Heenhancedhispas-
sing range, polished his posi-
tional awareness, and began
hisascent togreatness.
in a year, he became irre-

placeableforCity.Theirfortunes
havehingeddirectlyonhisavail-
ability and optimal fitness.
"Peoplealwayslookattheplayers
who score goals, but football is
muchmorethanthat.rodricon-
trolled everymatchheplayed.
Hedictatedthetempo,protected

the defence, recovered pos-
session,startedattacksandgave
everyplayeraroundhimthecon-
fidence to play their football,"
Guardiolapraisedhim.
inthefinal,hetiedupmessi

in knots, so much so that he
beganavoidinghim like a thief
wouldapoliceman.rodrimade
himplay increasinglywith the
rightfoot,lethalbutnotasmuch
ashisleftpeg.messiwouldhave
foundtracesofhisoldfriendSer-
gioBusquets.liketheBarcelona
cornerstone,he can't be judged
with stats, cannot be defined
withhisnomenclatural role.To
label him as a defensivemid-
fielderwouldbeturningablind
eye to his attacking output, to
callhimatempo-setter isanin-
accuratecompartmentalisation.
He is, as luis de la Fuente calls
him,thetrafficcontroller,whose
roleisnotasglamorousasthese-
cret agents or the sleuths, but
controls the immediateworld
aroundhim.Heistheaxisofthe
compass that lets Spaindrawa
perfect circle, amanwhoseoc-
cupancy of vital spaces sucks
half thebeliefofhisopponents.
argentinawould readily vouch
for the invisiblemanthatmade
themanonymous.
Heperhapsexistsinastateof

paradox,atempo-setterwhoisa
holdingmidfielder, adiscipleof
bothSimeoneandGuardiola, a
conductorwho is also the lead
vocals, and a true bluemadrid
boy speaking "Conn-et-ee-cut"
English.also,thebestmidfielder
in the world, a player whose
numberscan'tcapturehim,and
whoseroledefiesdefinition.

The spanish captain cannot be captured by a metric. ask Messi, who spent the final avoiding him like a thief avoids a cop
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The spanish captain cannot be captured by a metric. ask Messi, who spent the final avoiding him like a thief avoids a cop

Theparadoxof
despitenogoal andnoassist in theworldCup,Rodri (left) dictated terms inmostofSpain’sgames. ap

MeaSureof
control

910
total number of touchesbyrodri,

themost by anyplayer in
2026worldcup

204
passes completed in the final
third, themost for anyplayer

26
tackles,most by

anyplayer

95.3%
rodri’s pass accuracy in the final,
his highest in the tournament

WhenIwasat
Villarreal, Iwas

verygoodwiththe
ballatmyfeet,but I
wasstill abit soft.
WithDiegoSimeone,
I learnedwhat it
meanstobethebad
guy–tobeabitofa
b******onthepitch.”
rodri,Spain’Sgolden
ball-winningmidfielder.

Viralphotoof
Messi,Yamal to
get tradingcard
TOPPS iScreatinga trading
cardofwhatbecamea fa-
mousphotoduring the
WorldCupofArgentina's
lionelMessiholding
Spain'slamineYamal, the
companysaidMonday.
Messi,whommany
consider football's greatest
player,wasphotographed
holdingYamal, thenan in-
fantandnowa19-year-old
risingstar.
ThetwometinSunday's
final,withYamalandSpain
defeatingMessiand
Argentina1-0.Thatgame
wasapotentialchangingof
theguardwiththe39-year-
oldMessiperhapsplayingin
hisfinalWorldCup.Playing
forBarcelonaatthetimeof
theinitialmeetingwith
Yamal,Messitookpart ina
fundraisingdrivefor
uNiCeFandwounduphold-
ingtheplayerwhocouldbe
thefuturefaceofthesport.
Yamalhasfollowedin
Messi's footstepsbybecom-
ingBarcelona'sstandout
player.AP

Garcia to leave
Belgium
coaching job
RuDiGARCiA isnot
continuingasBelgium
coachafter failing to reach
agreementwith the
country’s football
federationonacontract ex-
tension.TheRoyalBelgian
FootballAssociationsaid
that itwillnot renewGar-
cia’sdealbeyondtheendof
thismonth, and that it is
looking fora successor to
theFrenchcoachwho led
theBelgian teamto the
WorldCupquarterfinals,
where itwasbeatenby
eventual championSpain.
GarciawasappointedBel-
giumcoach inJanuary2025
as thesuccessor to the fired
DomenicoTedesco.
Garcia,whocoachedseveral
bigclubs includingNapoli,
MarseilleandRomainhis
muchtraveledcareer,had
nevermanagedanational
side.hetoutedhisachiev-
ements inhis 18monthsas
Belgiumcoach,pointing to
the team’sWorldCupcam-
paignandimprovedstand-
ingsincehetookover.AP

WhileFiFAhasopened
disciplinaryproceedings
againstArgentinafor
theirplayers’variousal-
tercationsagainst their
Spanishcounterparts,
leandroParedes,who
wasseeninascufflewith
Spain’sericGarciaand
Gavi,wasgivenaredcard
whichhassincebeen‘de-
leted’bythesport’sgov-
erningbody,accordingto
theBBC.
“itwas incorrectly
reportedonFiFA’scom-
mentator information
systemthatParedeshad
beensentoffbyreferee
SlavkoVincic forpushing
Spain’sericGarciabythe
throat.Paredes’ redcard
wasdeletedshortlyafter-
wardsandFiFAhascon-
firmedtoBBCSport that
nodisciplinaryaction
wastakenat thetime,” the
reportstated.Butthe

FiFAprobeisstillonover
theugly incidents that
ensuedafter thefinal
whistlewhereSpainde-
featedArgentina1-0to
wintheWorldCup.
invideosfloatingonso-
cialmedia,Garciacanbe
seenfallingontheground
inthesecondsafter the
refereeblewthefinal
whistle.hethengetsup
andhasheatedwords
withParedeswhothen
proceedstopushGarcia
awaywithahandonthe
latter’sneck.
ArgentinadefenderNa-
huelMolinaalso
reportedlyattemptedto
knockoverRodri.Further,
assistantcoachRoberto
Ayalawasseentryingto
punchDaniOlmointhe
face.headcoachlionel
Scaloniandotherplayers
rushedintodeescalate
thesituation.enS

Paredes’ redcard forbrawl
‘deleted’byFIFA:Report

Argentina'sleandroParedes(5)scuffleswithSpain’sGavi.ap

VenkataKrishnaB
Chennai, July21

FormEr iNDia bowling
coach Bharat arun, who as-
sembledapaceattackthatWest
indiesgreatandyroberts said
in 2019 he envied, is set to
launch a nation-wide camp to
unearth young fast bowlers.
arun’s plan is to identify and
nurture anothermohammed
Siraj, whomhe had spotted in
2017 during a net session in
Hyderabadandpavedhispath
to the indianteamin2020.
Since stepping downas in-

dia’s bowling coach in 2021,
arunrunsanacademy(Coach-
ingBeyond)inassociationwith
ravi Shastri and r Sridhar in
ChennaiandHyderabad.Since
leaving the india role, he has
been a part of an iPl-winning
team-kolkataknightriders-in
2024andiscurrentlypartofthe
lucknowSuperGiantssetup.
"Sirajisawonderfulstoryfor

other young upcoming fast
bowlers to emulate.and inour
ownway,wewant to do some-
thing fromCoaching Beyond.
it'snotonlyachallengetous,but
it'salso,ithink,onewayofdoing
something for indian cricket.

andmorethananythingelse,to
pick a talentedboy and to give
him the right kind of inputs at
therighttime.inputs,imeannot
only technical inputs, it's going
to be tactical, it's going to be
physical, it's alsomental,"arun
toldTheIndianExpress.
"Thiscountryhasalotoffast

bowlers.andmostof these fast
bowlers around the countrydo
nothavethefacilities”.
"Firstistheaffordabilityfac-

tor. Sometimes there are
bowlerswhocome fromdiffer-
ent backgrounds, and they are
not able to afford it. or theydo
nothave access to anygood in-
putstohonetheirskills.”
“looking at the recent past,

there are exceptionally good
bowlers hiding in different
nooks and corners of our
country.itwouldbeaninterest-
ingchallengeto tapthatpoten-
tial," he added, pointing to the
likes of auqib Nabi who has
emerged from Jammu and
kashmir and won the ranji
Trophylastseason.
layingouthisplansisarun's

wayofrespondingtoaquestion
onwhether he prefers to take

another shot as the bowling
coachof the indian team.after
coaching a few seasons in iPl,
heisabouttoembarkonhisfirst
season ofworking in the Sa20
andTheHundred.
Despitehisbusycalendar,he

stillspendsamajorityofhistime
at the academy. on a hot
summerafternooninChennai,
where temperatures are touch-
ing 38degrees, he is out coach-
ingahandfulofpacerswhoare
bowling to St kitts &Nevis Pa-
triots,theCPlteamthatishold-
ingacamphere.
"Continuing as a coach for

india,yes,i'vehadmystintwith
theteam.itwasaveryenjoyable
stint. i think there is roomtodo
a lot ofwork around all this to
contributemoretowardsthede-
velopment of cricket in the
country. it's not just the indian
team.ithinkeverybodyneedsa
specific time with the indian
teamtodothat.Butthereisadif-
ferentkindofchallenge.Weare
thinkingof gettinga sponsor to
pick a dozen fast bowlers and
look to give themscholarships,
wherewetakecareoftheiredu-
cation, boarding and lodging,
andgive themfull-timecoach-
ing,"arunsaidofhisplans.

Theneed for suchacampis
because of what arun has ob-
served in recent times.The iPl
has givenhima chance towit-
ness talents likeHarshit rana,
Prince Yadav and mayank
Yadav, to name a few, emerge,
butheadmittedthefastbowling
resources had diminished. "i
would sayyes, it is a phase that
keepsgoingonandoff.Sothat's
why, tomake sure that the fast
bowlersandthesupplychainre-
mainconsistent,wewant todo
somethinginourpowertomake
sure thatwe contribute a little
towards that," the 63-year-old
said,with the aim to target fast
bowlers in the 18-22 age group
forthescholarshipprogramme.
During arun's stint, india

hadthelikesofJaspritBumrah,
Siraj, Bhuvneshwar kumar,
ishant Sharma and Umesh
Yadav;sincethen,theresources
havebeen thin.While the likes
ofarshdeepSinghandPrasidh
krishna have emerged and
stayedinindia’ssetup,noneare
close to cementing their places
inanyoftheformats.andarun
sayshewould like to give india
another pacer like Siraj, who
came out of nowhere and be-
cameaforcetoreckonwith.

‘siraj a wonderful example for young pacers’
lwAy AHeAd in fASt lAne

BharatArunrunsacademies in
associationwithRaviShastri
andRSridhar inChennaiand
Hyderabad. Special arrangement

{SidelineS}
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Rodri

DuringArun's stint,
Indiahadthe likesof
Bumrah,Siraj,
Bhuvneshwar,

IshantandUmesh;
since then,resources
havebeenthin

ExpressNewsService
Mumbai, July21

TilakVarmawasearmarked
as india's long-termNo.3 after
the team's T20 World Cup
triumph in 2024, but over the
last two years, his role has
steadilyevolved.Teamcombi-
nations andmatch situations
haveoftenpushedhimintothe
middleandlowerorder,forcing
him to adapt from anchoring
an innings to finishingone.
The changing responsibil-

ities have reflected inhis strike
rate, drawing criticismwhen-
ever his scoring rate has gone
down. ahead of india's T20i
series against Zimbabwe, the
vice-captainsaidhepayslittleat-
tention to criticism, sayinghis
battingapproachchangesasper
thematchsituationandtherole
assignedbytheteam.
“in this game, you have to

bat in different places, and es-
pecially insuchconditions, it's
noteasy.atthesamepoint,ial-
ways say that i dowhatever is
required for the team. if i have
to stop andplay for the team, i
stop and play. if i have to hit, i
hit and play,” Tilak said at a

pressconferenceonTuesday.
“From ireland to England,

we lost 4-5 wickets in the
Powerplay. So going there and
hitting and getting out doesn't
makesense.”
Theleft-handersaidheoften

has to play against his natural
instinct in the interest of the
team.“That'swhatialwayshave
inmind,thaticangoandhitthe
firstball.Butat thesamepoint,
i'mplaying for the country, so
therearealotofresponsibilities.
Sowhat is the situation for the
team? if i have to play for the
teamtilltheend,ourteamplan-
ningkeepschanging.”
Being the deputy to new

T20i skipper Shreyas iyer has
addedanother layerof respon-
sibility. “if you have the vice-
captaincy, the team gives you
somethingafterthinkingabout

it.Soiwanttotakethesamere-
sponsibilitiesthatthemanage-
ment givesme. i'mplaying ac-
cording to that,”Tilakadded.
india head into the Zim-

babweseriesafterback-to-back
disappointments, having lost
2-0 in ireland before a 4-0 de-
feat in England. Tilak said the
focuswasongettingthebasics
right rather than dwelling on
the results. “it has been a big
learning since the last series.
and we are just looking for-
ward, and want to follow our
basics and do well in the
coming series. Everyone has
played enough domestic
cricketanda-series justbefore
this, so they are ready; it's the
samething, justabiggerstage.”
“They have played enough

matches in the iPl and know
how to execute on a bigger
stage,”headded.
Despite the losses, Tilak in-

sisted there was no sense of
panic in thedressingroom.He
saidtheprioritywastocreatea
positive environment, back
every player and use the les-
sonsfromtheirelandandEng-
landtourstobuildmomentum
intheZimbabweseries.

Batting as per team’s need:
Tilak on strike-rate criticism

Beingthedeputyto
newT20Iskipper
ShreyasIyerhas

addedanother layer
ofresponsibility for
the left-hander

Kolkata


