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Telangana HC has directed the Hyderabad 
Police Commissioner to examine allegations 
of illegal detention and custodial torture 
against personnel of Malakpet Police Station

CUSTODIAL 
TORTURE

Ensure KRP water reaches Karimangalam: Farmers
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Dharmapuri

FARMERS in Karimangalam 
have urged the PWD (WRD) to 
ensure that water released 
from the Krishnagiri Reser-
voir Project (KRP) Dam reach-
es Thidal Lake and 21 others 
lakes in the region.

Karimangalam is one of  the 
taluks in Dharmapuri severely 
impacted by the El Nino cli-
mate phenomenon.  The 
drought-like climatic condi-

tion has impacted over 22 lakes 
in the region, with a majority 
of  the lakes completely drying
out. Now, with the PWD 
(WRD) releasing water 
from the KRP Dam, 
farmers have urged 
the PWD to ensure all 
22 lakes get a share of  
the water including 
Thindal Lake.

Speaking to TNIE, S 
Venkatesh from Kariman-
galam said, “Thindal is the 
last lake in the KRP’s riparian 

area. If  water from the KRP 
Dam reaches this lake, it 
means we would be able to at 

least secure water for 
livestock.”

A Murugesan, anoth-
er local, said, “The 
KRP Dam water is sup-
plied to the Kariman-

galam town panchayat, 
Sikkathimmanahalli 

Lake in Adilam panchayat 
and Karupatti Lake in Banda-
rahalli panchayat. The other 
side takes water to Maniakkat-

tiyur in Kumbarahalli pancha-
yat, Thindal Lake, Keelsow-
lupatti, Mannadipatti Lake 
and other lakes. However, the 
released water rarely reaches 
Thindal panchayat. We believe 
poor maintenance of  the ca-
nals to be the reason. We want 
the PWD (WRD) to ensure the 
released water reaches all 22 
lakes in Karimangalam.”

Despite TNIE’s multiple ef-
forts to reach out, officials in 
the PWD (WRD) were not avail-
able for comments.

TUG OF WATER 
Members of the Karnataka Film Patron Artist Association raising slogans with empty water pots during their  demonstration 
against the Cauvery water management panels for directing Karnataka to release water to Tamil Nadu |  SHASHIDHAR BYRAPPA

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru

THE Karnataka High Court 
on Friday stayed an order 
passed by the trial court, 
which had convicted former 
minister Vinay Kulkarni and 
16 others in a case of  murder 
of  a BJP leader in 2016, and 
suspended the life sentence 
imposed on him.

The high court granted 
them bail with the condition 
that they execute a bond of  
Rs 5 lakh each with two sure-
ties of  the like sum during 
the pendency of  the appeal 
filed by them challenging the 
conviction order and sen-
tencing on April 17, 2026.

The court also imposed 

conditions that they should 
de posit  the  entire  f ine 
amount before the trial court, 
should not leave the country 
without prior permission of  
the court and should appear 
b e fo re  t h e  c o u r t  wh e n 
directed.

A division bench of  Jus-

tices Mohammad Nawaz and 
G Basavaraja pronounced 
the interim order, allowing 
the interlocutory applica-
tions filed by Kulkarni and 
others.

Kulkarni had been disqual-
ified as MLA after his convic-
tion in the case. The interim 
order will allow revocation 
of  his disqualification by the 
Assembly Speaker.

The special court for the 
trial  of  criminal  cases 
against MPs/MLAs had sen-
tenced Kulkarni and 16 oth-
ers for the murder of  Yogesh-
gouda Goudar (26), a BJP 
zilla panchayat member of  
Dharwad in 2016. The case 
was transferred to the CBI by 
the high court in 2019.

SC gives advance bail to Balaji in 
Tasmac graft case with conditions
Court directs former DMK minister to cooperate with probe and not influence any witnesses
S U C H I T R A  K A L Y A N  M O H A N T Y 
@ New Delhi

IN a major relief  to DMK lead-
er and former minister V Sen-
thil Balaji, the Supreme Court 
on Friday granted him antici-
patory bail in a corruption 
case linked to alleged lapses in 
Tasmac.  However, the bench 
of  CJI Surya Kant and Justice 
Joymalya Bagchi also imposed 
certain conditions: the DMK 
leader must cooperate with the 
investigation, surrender his 
passport, and not influence 
any witnesses.

“You (State) immediately 
come to us even if  there is the 
slightest breach in bail condi-
tions. We will modify or cancel 

our orders,” Justice Bagchi 
told senior advocate Guru 
Krishnakumar, appearing for 
the TN government. The Ma-
dras HC on Thursday had re-
fused to grant Senthil 
Balaji pre-arrest bail 
in the case registered 
by the TN Directo-
rate of  Vigilance and 
A n t i - C o r r u p t i o n 
(DVAC) for causing 
alleged `32.81 crore 
loss to the exchequer 
due to irregularities 
committed in Tas-
mac’s retail liquor 
business. Justice G K Ilan-
thiraiyan of  the Madras HC 
held that custodial interroga-
tion is necessary in the case 

considering the large-scale cor-
ruption and allegations that of-
ficial positions have been 
abused through a conspiracy to 
commit irregularities. During 

the hearing on Fri-
day, senior advocate 
Kapil Sibal, appear-
ing for Balaji, called 
it a “strange case” 
and submitted that 
the FIR was lodged in 
July after the new 
TVK government as-
sumed office, relying 
on an ED affidavit.

T he SC bench 
asked the TN counsel Krishna-
kumar as to why custodial in-
terrogation was required when 
the matter was largely based 

on documentary evidence. 
Krishnakumar replied that 
the allegations relate to 2021-25 
and Balaji had prevented reg-
istration of  FIR while he was a 
Minister. The TN counsel ar-
gued that in cases of  grave cor-
ruption, anticipatory bail was 
not warranted. The bench di-
rected TN to file its response 
and granted interim protec-
tion to Balaji, adding that the 
order could be modified if  cus-
todial interrogation was 
necessary.

In another development, 
Balaji has moved the HC seek-
ing modification of  bail condi-
tions in the case related to al-
leged bid to poach Uthangarai 
TVK MLA N Elaiyaraja.

Senthil  Balaji

Promotions stuck because of 
pending cases, HC order: DGP
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

ACCORDING to an inspector, 
who requested anonymity, 
“Due to the department’s delay 
in resolving the issue, 968 in-
spectors continue to await pro-
motion even though their eligi-
bility arose six years ago. Some 
of  them are due for retirement 
in the next two to three years.”

Another inspector pointed 
out that the problem is not 
confined to a single 
batch. “Officers from 
the 2004 batch of  sub-
inspectors, who are 
now serving as inspec-
tors, are also awaiting 
their long-overdue promo-
tion to DSP posts. The contin-
ued delay has led to a noticea-
ble decline in job satisfaction 
and motivation. Moreover, SIs 
of  the 2016-batch have not been 
promoted to inspector posts as 
the 1999-batch inspectors have 
not been elevated as DSPs.”

DGP Mahesh Kumar Aggar-
wal said, “The promotion is 
stuck due to pending cases and 
an HC stay order. The 1997-98 

directly recruited SIs were sent 
for training in two batches in 
the years 1999 and 2000. Their 
inter-se seniority was fixed as 
per their training marks in 2021 
and it was subsequently re-
vised in March 2026 as per se-
lection marks in accordance 
with the orders of  the Supreme 
Court. They have reached the 
zone of  consideration for pro-
motion as DSP in the panel year 

2025-26.”
“The (police depart-

ment) order passed in 
March 2026 was chal-
lenged in WP No 10338 
of  2026 by Manimaran 

and others who were se-
lected in 1994-95 but un-

derwent training in 2000 and 
were placed below the 1997-98 
batch. The petitioners had 
sought seniority along with 
their original batch of  1994-95. 
The Madras High Court issued 
an interim stay on March 17, 
2026, and extended it till August 
10, 2026. Hence, the department 
could not pursue the promotion 
of  the 1997-98 batch officers as 
DSPs,” he added.

‘ACCUSED DIALLED 
108 AND SAID HIS 
MOM HAD FALLEN’
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1: 
“One of the accused 
brothers dialled 108 and 
informed the ambulance 
service that his mother and 
younger brother had 
accidentally fallen inside the 
house.” When the 
ambulance arrived, the 
medical attendants found 
both the mother and son 
dead. Noticing injuries on 
the necks of the deceased, 
they grew suspicious and 
alerted the police, who 
rushed to the spot. During 
questioning, the brothers 
confessed to the killings, 
police said. “Upon further 
inquiries, we came to know 
that the two children were 
also involved in the crime. 
They were questioned, and 
it was confirmed that they 
had directly participated in 
the murders. They were then 
formally arrested,” the 
officer added. The accused 
have been booked under 
BNS section 103 for murder 
and the bodies were sent to 
a government hospital for 
postmortem examination.

K’taka HC stays conviction, suspends 
life sentence imposed on ex-minister

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Shivakumar’s full focus 
now on all-party meet
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1: It is 
inevitable for Karnataka to 
adhere to the CWMA order to 
release 3,500 cusecs of water 
daily to Tamil Nadu for 15 days, 
said sources. If talks with Vijay 
coincide with the release of 
water, it would project 
Shivakumar in a bad light. That 
was the reason he postponed the 
meeting on the advice of cabinet 
colleagues and top brass, the 
sources said. Shivakumar also 
wanted to discuss the Mekedatu 
balancing reservoir project as the 
centre, citing the Supreme Court 
order, had clarified that the state 
need not take the consent of the 
neighbouring state to build the 
dam, provided it adheres to the 
water-sharing pact. Shivakumar 
has now prioritised the all-party 
meet on Sunday and cabinet 
expansion on Monday. ENS
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NAME CHANGE
        I, Smt V KALAVATHI BAI D/o No 
8563127X Ex Hav (Late) N Venkoba Rao 
presently residing at Peddamelu Palli 
Village and Post, Krishnagiri Taluk and 
District of Tamilnadu PIN 635 001, have 
changed my name from KALAVATHI BAI 
to V KALAVATHIBAI, Date of Birth from 
09.01.1955 to 20.10.1956 vide Affidavit 
dated 24.07.2026 before the Executive 
Magistrate at Krishnagiri.

(Smt V KALAVATHIBAI-self)
Place : Krishnagiri
Date : 24.07.2026

CHANGE OF NAME
     I, Smt Kavitha D/O No 1339565 
Ex Spr Murugesan (Late) presently 
residing at Paradesipatti Village, 
Kakkangarai Post, Tirupattur Taluk 
and District of Tamilnadu PIN 635 654, 
have changed my name from KAVIDHA to 
KAVITHA, Date of Birth 27.11.1978 vide 
Affidavit dated 18.06.2026 before the 
Exective Magistrate at Tirupattur.

(Smt Kavitha-self)
Place: Tirupattur
Date: 18.06.2026

TRY TO LEAVE THE EARTH A BETTER PLACE 
THAN WHEN YOU ARRIVED ❯ SIDNEY SHELDON


