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WEATHERWATCH
�

Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.15 HRS)

Forecast for Saturday: Heavy/very heavy rainfall likely at isolated

places over Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Chandigarh,

Delhi, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Assam, Meghalaya, Naga-

land, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, Sikkim, West Bengal, Jharkhand,

Odisha, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and Vidarbha
CITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN

Agartala ................... —......35.6...... 26.1 Kurnool ........................... —......34.8...... 25.2

Ahmedabad............0.3......31.9...... 26.0 Lucknow.......................48.4......35.0...... 25.1

Aizawl .....................0.4......33.0...... 22.8 Madurai ........................... —......37.0...... 25.6

Bengaluru................ —......29.0...... 21.0 Mangaluru....................26.9......28.8...... 24.3

Bhopal .....................52......27.9...... 23.2 Mumbai ........................24.4......31.3...... 24.5

Bhubaneswar .........1.3......31.0...... 25.4 Mysuru............................. —......30.0...... 19.2

Chandigarh...........33.8......32.4...... 24.8 New Delhi.....................20.2......30.5...... 27.8

Chennai .....................5......37.6...... 26.7 Patna...............................50......33.0...... 26.6

Coimbatore ............. —......32.0...... 22.4 Port Blair ........................1.8......31.0...... 26.2

Dehradun.................53......27.7...... 24.3 Prayagraj......................33.8......33.8...... 26.4

Gangtok ...................15......22.0...... 19.2 Puducherry ..................... —......36.4...... 27.9

Goa........................10.8......31.5...... 24.8 Pune ..................................7......27.8...... 21.7

Guwahati ..............31.6......36.1...... 25.9 Raipur.............................1.2......28.0...... 25.2

Hubballi ................... —......28.0...... 22.0 Ranchi .............................52......26.0...... 22.0

Hyderabad.................3......31.8...... 23.7 Shillong ........................... —......28.4...... 16.5

Imphal ....................4.5......32.5...... 21.9 Shimla ............................. —......26.0...... 21.0

Jaipur .....................0.8......33.0...... 26.8 Srinagar........................... —......30.5...... 21.0

Kochi........................11......29.8...... 24.8 Thiruvananthapuram .......... —......32.3...... 24.4

Kohima .................... —......27.0...... 20.0 Tiruchirappalli ................ —......39.7...... 28.0

Kolkata ......................2......33.5...... 26.8 Vijayawada........................1......35.4...... 27.0

Kozhikode ..............5.6......33.5...... 25.1 Visakhapatnam...............0.9......34.5...... 27.4

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Baraut, Uttar

Pradesh recorded an

overall air quality index

(AQI) score of 220

indicating an unhealthy

level of pollution. In

contrast, Aizawl, Mizoram

recorded a healthy AQI

score of 17

Ahmedabad ..... .52 ..42 .59 .....93 ...100 ......*

Bengaluru ........ ...9 ..32 .60 .....81 ....66 ......*

Chennai............ ...1 ..16 ..— .....39 ...112 ......*

Delhi ................. .20 ..46 109 ...173 ...276 ......*

Hyderabad ....... ...9 ..13 .30 .....46 ....56 ......*

Kolkata............. .14 ..24 .36 .....75 ....90 ......*

Lucknow........... .36 ..12 .25 .....70 ...117 ......*

Mumbai ............ ...8 ..48 .52 .....24 ....46 ......*

Pune ................. .11 ..19 .84 .....35 ....70 ......*

Visakhapatnam .11 ..76 ...8 .....40 ....87 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing di�icult. It
can a�ect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects
such as statues and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease

The Alluri Sitarama Raju International Airport at
Bhogapuram is set to begin commercial
operations from Monday, a milestone for aviation
in Andhra Pradesh. With this, all scheduled
domestic and international passenger services
from the Visakhapatnam airport will move to the
new facility. Developed by GMR Visakhapatnam
International Airport Ltd. under a public-private
Partnership model, the Bhogapuram airport has
been designed for long-term scalability.

Vizag airport operations move
to Bhogapuram from Monday 

INBRIEF
�

P
rotests are mount-
ing in Kerala over
the Mines and Min-

erals (Development and
Regulation) (MMDR)
Amendment Bill, 2026,
passed by Parliament on
Thursday. Both the ruling
front and the Opposition in
Kerala say the Bill com-
pletely disregards the fed-
eral principles guaranteed
by the Constitution.

The Bill seeks to restrict
the powers of States to levy
taxes on mineral rights and
mineral-rich lands.

On Thursday, Chief Mi-
nister V.D. Satheesan said
the State government
would mount a strong pol-
itical opposition and, if ne-

cessary, legal opposition to
the Act. The legislation
amounted to “a serious en-
croachment on the State’s
constitutional powers over
land and poses a grave
threat to India’s federal
structure”, he said

In a Facebook post on
Friday, Leader of the Op-
position Pinarayi Vijayan

said the amendment, by
restricting the power of
States to impose taxes,
cess and other levies, en-
croaches upon the States’
constitutional domain.
Land falls under Entry 18
of the State List in the Se-
venth Schedule, while tax-
ation of land is also a State
subject, he pointed out. 

The Centre had argued
that the new amendment
is intended to promote
mineral production, en-
sure mineral security and
create a more uniform reg-
ulatory framework. Mr. Vi-
jayan, however, alleged
that the larger objective
was to weaken the public
sector and create oppor-
tunities for corporates to
reap windfall pro�ts.

Mr. Vijayan also alleged
that the Congress-led UDF
government had taken the
same approach as the
Centre towards the entry
of private sector into sand-
mining. The UDF govern-
ment’s Revised Budget and
the White Paper on State’s
�nances contained propo-
sals to fully privatise beach
sandmining, he said.

Mines Bill encroaches on
State rights, says Kerala CM

Dissent hour: The Bill curtails the powers of States to levy taxes

and other cess on mineral-rich lands. K. MURALI KUMAR 

Ruling front and Opposition oppose amendment in one voice; Satheesan says State govt. will 

put up a strong �ght; Pinarayi alleges that it will open India’s mineral wealth to private monopolies 

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Amid misgivings expressed
by the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) over the exit of
former Karnataka Legisla-
tive Council Chairman Ba-
savaraj Horatti, senior Con-
gress leader Saleem
Ahmed was elected to the
post on Friday. 

Mr. Ahmed, having se-
cured 38 votes, defeated
the Opposition nominee
and senior BJP member
P.H. Pujar, who secured 30
votes, including six from
the NDA ally Janata Dal

(Secular). While the tradi-
tion in the Upper House in
recent decades has been of
having Chairman elected
unanimously, the BJP,
which took objection over
the manner in which Mr.

Horatti was asked to step
down, �elded Mr. Pujar as
its candidate.

Issues surrounding exit
The Leader of Opposition
Chalavadi Narayanaswamy
accused the government
functionaries, including
Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar, of forcing Mr. Ho-
ratti to resign though he
had sought time till Friday
to read out a thanksgiving
message before demitting
the o�ce. The BJP and the
JD(S) members said that
the veteran member
should have been provided

a honourable exit. Mr. Pu-
jar, who lost to Mr. Ahmed,
said that the tradition of
not having election for the
Chairman’s post should be
upheld in the future. 

Mr. Ahmed himself ex-
pressed pain over occupy-
ing the post after an elec-
tion. Mr. Ahmed was
brought in by both the rul-
ing and the Opposition
members to his seat and he
took charge bowing to the
chair. Mr. Ahmed, who has
resigned from the Con-
gress, said that the post be-
longs to the House and not
to any party.

Saleem Ahmed elected Council Chairman
The Hindu Bureau
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Saleem Ahmed

Two persons were electrocuted when a newly
constructed iron temple chariot that they were
moving came into contact with an overhead
electric wire in Perambalur district of Tamil Nadu
on Thursday night. Another person sustained
injuries in the accident that took place at Nannai
village of the Kunnam taluk in the district. The
police have identi�ed the deceased as P.
Annadurai, 43, and G. Paramasivam, 42, both of
whom were residents of Nannai village.

Two die as temple chariot
comes into contact with wire

A police constable was arrested in Suryapet,
Telangana, on Friday for the murder of a couple.
According to the police, Shareef allegedly beat a
couple to death with a stick over a ₹3-lakh debt.
CCTV footage and the confession of another
suspect helped the police crack the double
murder case. The bodies of the couple, identi�ed
as Buba, 40, and her husband Nagulu, 48, had
been found in a decomposed state by villagers on
August 12. 

Police constable arrested for
murder of couple in Suryapet 


