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IRAN AND OMAN MAKE 
PROGRESS ON HORMUZ DEAL

ISLAMABAD/CAIRO

IRAN and the Gulf  Arab state of  
Oman have made progress to-
wards a deal to reopen the Strait 
of  Hormuz, a potential break-
through that could help wind 
down the war in the West Asia, 
regional officials said on Tues-
day. Pakistan has stepped up its 
diplomatic engagement with 
Iran, with Foreign Minister 
Ishaq Dar inviting his Iranian 
counterpart Abbas Araghchi to 
Islamabad “at the earliest” for 
discussions, as efforts continue 
to revive diplomacy over the 
Strait of  Hormuz.

Under the emerging agree-
ment, ships would enter the 
Persian Gulf  through an Irani-
an-controlled route and exit 
through a route controlled by 
Oman, with service fees 
charged for providing security 
and preserving the maritime 
environment, two regional of-
ficials told The Associated 
Press. They said negotiations 
were still underway and any fi-
nal agreement would be linked 
to lifting the US blockade on 
Iran’s ports.

US Secretary of  State Marco 
Rubio said “there’s been 
progress made in those talks, 
but not finality yet. 

We’re hoping that will hap-
pen very shortly.” Treasury 
Secretary Scott Bessent told 
CNBC that “there is a chance 
we may have a deal today or to-
morrow to open the strait and 
move towards a more normal-
ised position in this conflict.” 
Asked whether there would be 
tolls for movement through the 
strait, Bessent said: “I think it 
w o u l d  b e  f r e e d o m  o f  
movement.”

Meanwhile, a cargo ship re-
ported being “hit by an un-
known projectile” in the Strait 
of  Hormuz off  the coast of  
Oman, the United Kingdom 
Maritime Trade Operations 
Center said. The ship sustained 
damage, according to British 
marit ime securi ty  f ir m 
Ambrey. 

US President Donald Trump 
said Monday that the United 
States was in talks with Iran, 
describing it as Tehran’s “last 
chance” to reach a deal and 
avoid another military escala-
tion.  AFP

Deal emerging on ships entering Gulf via Iran route and taking Oman path for exit

US assures 
Israel on Gaza 
pullout
JERUSALEM:  
The Trump 
administration 
assured Israel that 
any withdrawal 
from Gaza would 
begin only after 
Hamas completed 
its disarmament, 
easing Israeli 
concerns over a 
proposed phased 
pullout. Hamas said 
it remained 
committed to the 
ceasefire and 
awaited a response 
from mediators.

Hezbollah 
rejects  
Israel talks
BEIRUT: Hezbollah 
chief Naim Qassem 
rejected direct talks 
with Israel, calling 
them humiliating 
for Lebanon and 
accusing authorities 
of aiding Israel. 
Prime Minister 
Nawaf Salam 
responded that 
Hezbollah’s 
unilateral decisions 
had dragged 
Lebanon into 
destructive wars, 
undermined state

Bodies of members of the Hassayna and Abu Sharia families, killed in an Israeli  strike in 2023 and 
recently recovered from the rubble, are draped in Palestinian flags during their  funeral in Gaza City |  AP

Palestinians hold funeral 
for 112 Gaza strike victims
DEIR AL-BALAH

PALESTINIANS gathered on Tuesday for a mass funeral of  
more than 100 bodies finally recovered from a deadly Israeli 
strike in Gaza in 2023. More than 300 people were killed on 
November 22, 2023, weeks into the war with Hamas, when 
warplanes flattened a residential block in Gaza City’s Sabra 
neighbourhood. Around 40 bodies were recovered soon af-
terward in a frantic scramble of  rough tools and bare 
hands, but most were buried deep beneath the rubble. Re-
ports of  the high number of  victims in one of  the war’s 
deadliest attacks took days to reach the public in the chaos 
just before its first ceasefire.

Over the weekend, first responders dug through the de-
stroyed buildings and recovered remains of  112 victims, 

including 40 children, according to 
the Civil Defense, a rescue agency 
operating under the Hamas-run In-
terior Ministry. It said 157 bodies 
still have not been found.

“The only crime of  these martyrs 
was that they remained steadfast 
and resilient in their homes, believ-

ing that these homes would protect them,” one relative, 
Taysir al-Hassayna, told The Associated Press following the 
funeral prayers.For the missing, it’s “as if  their bodies had 
evaporated without a trace.”

Only now are some bodies of  people killed in the war’s 
ferocious early months slowly being recovered, as a fragile 
ceasefire that took effect in October allows such efforts to 
push ahead in parts of  devastated Gaza. Those discoveries 
have contributed to the war’s rising toll. The Hamas-led 
militant attack on southern Israel on October 7, 2023, killed 
around 1,200 people and saw 251 taken hostage. Israel’s re-
taliatory offensive has killed more than 73,377 Palestinians, 
including since the ceasefire, Gaza’s Health Ministry said. 
At least 7,400 people have been reported by relatives to still
be under the rubble, Zaher al-Waheidi. AP
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(Contact No. 96461-01116)
Tender Enquiry No. 27/GCD/LDH/TS/PSPCL/2026  Dated 05.08.2026
ASE/Grid Construction, opp. PAU Gate No. 1, PSPCL, Ludhiana invites short Term 
e-Tender for Outsourcing of 2 no. Augmentation of PTF (including matching work) 
related works on partial turnkey mode under RDSS scheme under Grid Construction 
Division, Ludhiana under Grid Construction Circle, Ludhiana.
For detailed NIT & Tender Specifications please refer to http://eproc.punjab.gov.in 
from 05.08.2026 (01:00 PM onwards).

NOTE: Corrigendum & amendments, if any, will be published online at  
http://eproc.punjab.gov.in
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