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ADAyafterheavyrain left sev-
eralareasincentralDelhiwater-
loggedforlong,newDelhiMu-
nicipal Council (nDMC)
chairmanManoj KumarDwi-
vedi “sincerely apologised” to
“everyone” in thearea, andac-
knowledged that the response
ofthecivicbodyhadbeeninad-
equate.

Dwivedi said onX that de-
spitenDMC’sbestefforts, in“at
least3-4areas”,ittookmorethan
anhour to drain thewater, far
longerthanthe15-20minutesit
usually takes. “therewasmore
than72mmrainfall in less than
2hoursandthiswasquiteunex-
pected.Butthiscannotbeanex-
cuse and we will have to
strengthenour systems todeal
with such situations in future,”
heposted.

Dwivedi promised “various
short-term and long-term
measures... tomake the entire
nDMCarea fullywater-logging
free”. “Wewill work to ensure

thatourcitizensshouldnotface
any inconvenience in future.
Any suggestions for improve-
mentarewelcome,”hesaid.

Dwivedi,a1997-batchiAsof-
ficer of theAgMUtcadrewho
tookchargeatnDMCearlierthis
month,toldTheIndianExpress
that the delay in draining the
waterwasnotacceptable.

“At the nDMC, we ensure
thatwaterisdrainedwithin35to
40 minutes. But in areas like
MandirMarg,Connaughtplace,
BabaKharak singhMarg, and
talkatora, it took longer than
usual because somedrains got
chokedandittooktwopumpsto
drainthewaterout,”hesaid.

Also,“waterfrompanchkui-
anRoadenteredintothenDMC
areaandwehadtoclearthatout
aswell,”Dwivediadded.“ittook
lessthan20minutestoclearout
therestoftheareas,”hesaid.

DwivedisaidnDMChastak-
enshort-termactionsincluding
round-the-clock desilting of
drainsandincreasingpumping
capacity to clear accumulated
waterassoonaspossible.

nDMC planned to review
andstrengthenthedrainagesys-
teminthearea,hesaid.“Drains

needtobedugupandreworked
sothattheycanbestrengthened
anddonotchoke.Wearework-

ingwithourengineerstodiscuss
that,”Dwivedisaid.

nDMCwill encourage rain-

water harvesting and explore
ways to divert and reuse rain-
waterfromareasthatfrequently

facewaterlogging, he said. the
chairmansaidhehadpostedon
Xashereceives“directcitizens’
feedback”onsocialmedia.

“ifigobywhatisreportedto
mebyofficials,imaynotgetthe
real picture. But via theseplat-
forms, i get what the expecta-
tions of citizens are.Weare re-
sponsible. the benchmark for
nDMChas tobe set by citizens
who live in this areaandnotby
meortheofficials,”hesaid.

While thenDMC areawas
generallybetterequippedtodeal
with rain-related issues, there
was “always roomfor improve-
ment”,Dwivedisaid.
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Registered Office:

Corporate Office: ICICI Bank Towers, Bandra Kurla Complex, Bandra
East, Mumbai – 400051, Maharashtra

Branch Relocation Notice
On Behalf of ICICI Bank Ltd., Dighanchi Branch

DearCustomers,
Wewish to informyou thatwith effect from1September, 2026,we
are relocating to a more convenient location. The address is as
mentionedbelow:
New address: ICICI Bank Ltd., Shop No. 3, 4, 5 & 6, Ground floor,
Vasantdada Shopping Mall, Pandharpur Road, Dighanchi,
Tal-Atpadi,Dist-Sangli,Maharashtra-415315.
Therewould be no change in your account numbers or the security
items issued toyou.Assuringyouof thebest servicesat all times.
Sincerely,
BranchManager,Dighanchi Branch

SohiniGhosh
NewDelhi,August26

OppOsing the bail pleas of
2020riotslargerconspiracycase
accusedUmarKhalidandshar-
jeelimambeforetheDelhihigh
Court, theDelhipolicehas reit-
eratedthattheyarethe“master-
minds” of the conspiracy, and
thus their continueddetention
is justified.

Responding to their bail
pleas bywayof a short note on
August 24, the Delhi police
0has relied on the supreme
Court judgment in January,
whichhaddeniedthetwoactiv-
istsbailwhilegrantingthesame
to five other co-accused in the
case.

thesC,initsverdict,hades-
tablishedahierarchyof therole
oftheaccused.

ithadalsospecifiedthatKha-
lidandimamwillbeatlibertyto
seekbaileitheraftertheexamin-
ationoftheprotectedwitnesses
or expiry of one year from the
dateofthesC’sorder,whichever
issooner.

Delhi police is seeking dis-
missalof theirbailpleason this
ground. it contends thatwhile
neither of these twoconditions
havebeensatisfied,thetwohave
alreadymovedbailpleas.

“the contention of (Khalid
and imam)... that the aforesaid
operativeportion(ofthesCver-
dict) was merely ‘liberty’
and not a ‘condition’ for con-
siderationofafreshbailapplica-
tionisadeliberatemisreadingof
theorder,”Delhipolicehascon-
tended.

notably, till date, charges
have not been framed in the
case.examinationofwitnesses
onlytakesplaceafterthetrialbe-
ginsafterframingofcharges.

thesC,initsJanuary5order,
hadestablisheda “hierarchyof
participation”intheriots.inthis
hierarchy, Umar and sharjeel
wereclassifiedtobeona“higher
footing” compared to the five
otherswhoweregrantedbail.

however, a sC judgment in
Mayhadexpressed“seriousres-
ervations onvarious aspects of
thejudgment”ofJanuary.

BothKhalid and imamare
relying on thedivergent views
takenbydifferentbenchesofthe
sC for seekingbail under terror
lawUnlawfulActivities(preven-
tion)Act, evenas a reference to
a larger bench for deciding the
issue remains pending before
thetopcourt. twootherco-ac-
cused—tasleemAhmad and
AbdulKhalid saifi—were also
grantedinterimbailbythesCon
thisground.

Delhi police has, however,
contended that forKhalid and
imam, the sCverdict holds re-
gardless of divergent opinions
and the pending reference
amongthecourt'sbenches.

“...the said reference to a
largerbenchcannotunsettlethe
lawalreadydeclaredby the (sC
inKhalidandimam’s)owncase
(in the January order) and the
hon’blecourtsremainboundby
thedecision in (Januaryorder)
till thesaidreference isdecided
bythelargerbench,”Delhipolice
hassaid.

Khalidand Imam
are ‘masterminds’,
detention justified,
police tellsHC

sharjeel Imam; (top)umar
khalid. filE

ndmcchairpersonmanoj
kumardwivedi;waterloggingat
connaughtplace following
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lIn at least 3-4 areas of the capItal, draInIng water took over an hour as agaInst the usual 15-20 mInutes, says manoj kumar dwIvedI

‘Noexcuse’:NDMCchairmanapologisesforwaterlogging,promisestodobetter
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