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Rahul Gandhi 
questions UGC-NET 
cancellation by NTA
NEW DELHI: The Congress 
on Monday attacked the 
government after the 
National Testing Agen-
cy announced a retest 
for three papers of the 
UGC-NET June 2026 
examination, with Rahul 
Gandhi demanding that 
the NTA leadership be held 
accountable for it and as-
serting that his party will 
not stop until Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi an-
swers for students’ years 
being “stolen”. Gandhi 
alleged that the education 
system was “an ex-
traction machine”. “Modi 
ji, look at what your NTA 
has just done. UGC-NET 
exams for Sociology, En-
glish and Commerce were 
held between 22 and 30 
June. Nearly two months 
later, NTA has cancelled all 
three because it set faulty 
papers and repeated 
old questions,” he said. 
Gandhi said thousands of 
candidates who prepared 
for years, filled forms, paid 
the fees, travelled to dis-
tant centres, must now do 
it all again in September.

India, Thailand to 
hold ‘Maitree’ joint 
military drill
NEW DELHI: A bilateral 
military exercise in-
volving troops of the 
Indian Army and the 
Royal Thai Army, seeking 
to enhance combined 
capabilities in executing 
joint counter-insurgency 
and counter-terrorist 
operations in jungle and 
semi-urban environment 
under a United Nations 
charter, will be held from 
August 18 to August 31, 
officials said on Monday. 
Exercise Maitree will be 
conducted at Vibhavadi 
Rangsit Camp, Surat Thani 
in Thailand. The Indian 
Army contingent departed 
for Thailand on Monday 
to participate in the 15th 
edition of this India-Thai-
land joint military exer-
cise, the defence ministry 
said in a statement. The 
Indian Army and Royal 
Thai Army contingents 
comprise 85 personnel 
each. 

“ISI-backed network 
busted, 200 held”
NEW DELHI: Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah on 
Monday announced 
that the Indian security 
forces dismantled the ISI-
backed Shahzad Bhatti 
Network (SBN) ahead 
of Independence Day, 
by thwarting the terror 
group’s plan of carrying 
out attacks. The Home 
Minister mentioned that 
200 operatives of the 
Shahzad Bhatti gang were 
arrested by the security 
forces. Taking to X, HM 
Shah said, “Modi govt 
destroyed the ISI-backed 
terror group Shahzad 
Bhatti Network ahead of 
Independence Day and 
thwarted its plans for 
subversive attacks by 
arresting more than 200 
operatives.” “Indian se-
curity forces ripped apart 
the network by launching 
coordinated operations 
across different locations 
in 14 states, upholding 
a brilliant example of 
India’s zero-tolerance to-
wards terrorism,” he said.

NAME CHANGE
I, the undersigned, do hereby declare that I have renounced, relinquished 
and abandoned the use of my old name Dil Kumar Rai as I have assumed 
my new name Dil Kumari Rai in future I shall be known as Dil Kumari Rai 
in all my documents and others.
Pck/4024/18 	 Sd/- Dil Kumari Rai, Taphou Nepali Village, Senapati, Manipur

NAME CHANGE
I the undersigned hereby declare that I have renounced, relinquished and 
abandoned the use of my old name Laishram Ibomch Singh as I have 
assumed my new name Laishram Ibomcha Singh. In future I shall be 
known Laishram Ibomcha Singh in all my documents and others.

Sd/- Laishram Ibomcha Singh
Pck/4023/18	 S/o (Late) L. Gouro Singh, Changangei Uchekon Makha Leikai, Imphal West

ADMIT CARD & MARKSHEET LOST
I have lost my Admit Card & Marksheet of HSLC Examination 2014 
bearing Roll No. 2540 issued by Board of Secondary Education 
Manipur on the way between Litan to Ukhrul on 23/07/2026. Finders are 
requested to handover the same to the undersigned.

Sd/- Pamyophi Shaiza
Pcp/Ukl/18th	 Changa Village, # 8860455606 / 9612825095 

Pcx/1108/18th

vlEc/NAME CHANGE
I, Y. Somendro Singh (D.O.B.: 01/03/1982) S/o Y. Tomba Singh, a 
resident of Kakching Makha Leikai, P.O. & P.S. Kakching, District 
Kakching, Manipur declared that, I am currently serving at 1st Assam 
Regiment, bearing JC No. 552166Y. In my NOMINATION ARMY GROUP 
INSURANCE FUND, my wife's name has been entered and recorded as 
Y. Bijeta Chanu. In my wife's Aadhaar card being No. 2000 5306 5336 
issued by the Unique Identification Authority of India, Government of 
India her name is entered and recorded as Yengkhom Bijeta Devi. I am 
desirous to change my wife's name in my NOMINATION ARMY GROUP 
INSURANCE FUND from Y. Bejeta Chanu to Yengkhom Bijeta Devi.
Pckak/0879/18th 	 Sd/- Y. Somendro Singh

7 dead in stampede; `4 L aid for kin
LAKHISARAI: At least seven 
people were killed and 14 oth-
ers were injured in a stampede 
near the Ashok Dham temple 
in Bihar’s Lakhisarai district on 
Monday, officials said.

The incident occurred due to a 
heavy rush of devotees at Ashok 
Dham halt railway station, which 
is a short walk from the temple. 
The pilgrims had gathered there 
to offer water to Lord Shiva in the 
holy month of Shravan.

Talking to PTI, Lakhisarai 
District Magistrate Shailendra 
Kumar said, “At least seven 
devotees died, and 14 others 
were injured in the stampede 
near Ashok Dham halt railway 
station in Lakhisarai on Monday 
morning.” The incident occurred 
at 6.30 am when a section of the 
barricades gave way under the 
pressure of the crowd, causing 
people to fall over one another, 
the officer said.

Rescue work was underway, 
and the injured were being tak-
en to the nearest government 
hospital. Officials are trying to 
ascertain the identity of the de-
ceased and injured, Kumar said.

Bihar Chief Minister Samrat 
Choudhary expressed grief over 
the deaths of devotees in the 
stampede and announced Rs 
4 lakh ex gratia to the kin of 
each deceased. “The incident 
at Ashok Dham in Lakhisarai 
is tragic and heartbreaking. It 
has deeply saddened me. My 
heartfelt condolences to the 
bereaved families. Necessary 
instructions have been issued 
to the administration to ensure 
proper and prompt medical care 
for the injured. May God grant 
peace to the departed souls and 
a speedy recovery to those who 
have been injured,” he wrote 
on X. 

		        (PTI)

8 dead in Tarapith hotel fire; one held
TARAPITH: Eight people died in 
a fire at a hotel in West Bengal’s 
Birbhum district early on Monday, 
following which police detained 
one person for alleged lapses in 
the maintenance of the estab-
lishment’s fire-fighting system, 
officials said.

Of the 43 people who were in 
the hotel in the temple town of 
Tarapith when the fire broke out, 
one was undergoing treatment 
at a hospital, and 34 have been 
discharged after preliminary 
examination, they said.

The fire erupted around 4.30 
am on the ground floor of the 
four-storey hotel, when most 
of the guests were asleep. Many 
of them were devotees who had 
come to offer prayers on the last 
Monday of the holy month of 
Shravan. Several guests were 
trapped on the upper floors as 
thick smoke spread through the 
building. Fire tenders were rushed 

to the spot and brought the blaze 
under control.

The injured were taken to the 
Rampurhat Government Medical 
College and Hospital. Some suf-
fered burn injuries, while others 
fell ill due to asphyxiation, officials 
said. Hotel officials had claimed 
that the fire was caused by a 
short circuit. It started near the 
hotel’s reception after an elec-
trical component of the power 
supply system caught fire, they 
said. The exact cause of the blaze 
is yet to be established.

The fire spread rapidly through 
decorative and fibre materials 
inside the hotel, with smoke 
billowing to the upper floors 
and trapping several guests in 
their rooms.

Police have detained one per-
son in connection with alleged 
lapses in maintaining the hotel’s 
fire-fighting system, officials said.

		          (PTI)

PM Modi announces `2L ex-gratia for Lakhisarai, Birbhum victims
IANS

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Monday announced an ex-gratia 
of Rs 2 lakh from the Prime Minister’s 
National Relief Fund (PMNRF) for the 
next of kin of each person who died 
in the unfortunate incidents in Bihar’s 
Lakhisarai and West Bengal’s Birbhum.

Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) took to 
social media ‘X’ and said, “PM Narendra 
Modi has announced an ex-gratia of Rs. 
2 lakh from PMNRF to be given to the 
next of kin of each deceased in the un-
fortunate incident in Lakhisarai, Bihar. 
The injured would be given Rs. 50,000.”

Earlier in the day, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi also expressed grief over 
the loss of lives in a stampede at the 
Ashok Dham temple in Lakhisarai, which 
claimed seven lives.

The PMO said on social media ‘X’, 
“Pained by the loss of lives due to a stam-
pede in Lakhisarai, Bihar. My thoughts 
are with the bereaved families in this 
hour of grief. May the injured recover 
at the earliest. The local administration 
is assisting those affected: PM Narendra 
Modi.”

At least seven people were killed, and 
a dozen were injured in a stampede. The 
incident triggered chaos at the temple 
premises as a large number of devotees 
had gathered to offer prayers and per-

form rituals on the third Monday of the 
holy month of Sawan.

PMO also announced Rs 2 lakh to the 
next of kin of each deceased in Birbhum, 
West Bengal.

“In the wake of the mishap in Bir-
bhum, West Bengal, PM Narendra Modi 
has announced Rs. 2 lakh from PMNRF 
for the next of kin of each deceased and 
Rs. 50,000 for those injured,” the PMO 

added.
Meanwhile, the death toll in the hotel 

fire at Tarapith in West Bengal’s Birbhum 
district on Monday rose to seven, con-
firmed the police, adding that the owner 

of the building has been arrested.
Birbhum District Police Superinten-

dent Vidit Raj Bundesh confirmed that 
the toll has risen and that Kalyan Paul, 
the owner of the hotel named ‘Bideshini’, 
has been arrested.

The police are investigating whether 
the hotel’s firefighting system was in 
proper condition and whether all the 
fire safety-related rules were followed.

Many residents of the hotel have com-
plained that an exit door at the back 
side of the hotel was closed, and hence 
they were unable to get out, which is in 
contradiction to what Paul had claimed 
earlier this morning.

Paul claimed that because of extreme 
panic, many of the residents could not 
trace the exit door at the back side of 
the hotel and hence they tried to rush 
out through the reception, and that is 
when many got burnt.

The Investigating Officer is also prob-
ing these claims by the residents and 
counterclaims by Paul.

The fire broke out at the hotel adjacent 
to Tarapith Police Station at around 5 
a.m. on Monday. The initial estimate of 
the fire department is that the fire was 
caused by a short circuit. Smoke rose to 
the fifth floor. Fortunately, the fire was 
restricted to the first floor and partially 
to the second floor, which limited the 
number of casualties.

Murmu approves bill 
to rename Kerala as 

Keralam

PTI

NEW DELHI: President Droupa-
di Murmu has given assent 
to a bill to rename Kerala as 
Keralam, with the legisla-
tion now becoming a law.

The Lok Sabha passed the 
Kerala (Alteration of Name) 
Bill, 2026, on Tuesday, fol-
lowed by the Rajya Sabha 
the next day.

In the Rajya Sabha, Min-
ister of State for Home Af-
fairs Nityanand Rai said the 
Kerala Assembly passed a 
resolution in 2024, urging 
the Centre to bring a law 
to change the name of the 
state to Keralam.

“The bill provides that 
the State of Kerala will be 
known as the State of Ker-
alam, and hence there is 
a proposal to rename the 
State of Kerala to Keralam,” 
he said.

The Kerala government 
had forwarded a resolution 
passed by the state assembly 
regarding the name change 
to the Centre in June 2024.

Subsequently, President 
Murmu referred the Bill to 
the state legislature for its 
views, following which the 
Assembly adopted a unan-
imous resolution agreeing 
with the Bill.

The Kerala (Alteration 
of Name) Bill provides for 
the alteration of the state’s 
name and contains neces-
sary amendments to the 
Constitution and conse-
quential provisions, ac-
cording to the Bill’s state-
ment of objects and reasons.

Amendments will be 
made in the First Schedule 
to the Constitution by mod-
ifying the name of Kerala 
as Keralam in accordance 
with Article 3 of the Con-
stitution.

Edn Minister holds NTA review meet, orders 
comprehensive audit of exam system

IANS

NEW DELHI: After renewed issues surfaced over some 
examinations conducted by the National Testing 
Agency (NTA), Union Education Minister Pralhad 
Joshi held a high-level review meeting on Monday 
over its functioning and directed it to conduct a 
comprehensive audit of all examination processes. 

The agency is required to review every stage 
of the examination system, identify any short-
comings, and prepare a report on the measures 
taken to rectify them, the Ministry of Education 
said in a statement.

The Secretary of the Department of Higher 
Education, Director General of the NTA and other 
senior officials were present in the meeting.

During the meeting, the Education Minister 
directed that established examination rules be 
strictly adhered to. Furthermore, he ordered the 
implementation of complete overhauls on a war 
footing regarding the confidential operations ar-
chitecture, the use of separate rooms, air-gapped 
systems, and protocols for the deposit of electronic 
devices.

The NTA has been ordered to conduct a thorough 
audit of all exam processes and submit a report on 
corrective action taken.

During the meeting, the Education Minister was 
informed that over 50 staff have been removed from 

NTA, ten new professional leadership positions 
(Chief Technology Officer, Chief Finance Offi-
cer, CISO, GM, Test Security, GM, R&amp;D and 
Psychometrics, and others) have been advertised 
and are being onboarded, and domain specialists 
are being brought in from the private sector for 
cyber-security, psychometrics, question-paper 
design and other specialised areas.

This comes as the NTA on Sunday announced 
that it will re-conduct the University Grants Com-
mission-National Eligibility Test (UGC-NET) for 
English, Sociology and Commerce after several 
errors were found in the question papers. This 
added to the growing criticism over the testing 
agency’s handling of competitive exams.

During Monday’s review meeting, emphasis was 
placed on strengthening security arrangements at 
various levels to safeguard question papers and 
other sensitive examination materials.

The risk of unauthorised access to sensitive 
exam content will be mitigated through the use of 
computer systems isolated from external networks.

Meanwhile, the NTA has commenced recruit-
ment for 10 new professional leadership roles, in-
cluding key positions like Chief Technology Officer, 
Chief Financial Officer, Chief Information Security 
Officer, and General Managers for Examination 
Security, as well as for Research; Development 
and Psychometric Assessment.

SC flags gaps in curbing child abuse content online
IANS

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court 
has expressed concern over 
the alleged availability of child 
abuse content on social media 
and sought a response from the 
Centre over alleged violations 
by intermediaries in reporting 
such cases. 

A bench of Justice J.B. Par-
diwala and Justice K.V. Chan-
dran sought replies from the 
Electronics and Information 
Technology Ministry and the 
Law Ministry while hearing pe-
titions seeking criminal action 
against platforms that fail to 
comply with mandatory POCSO 
reporting requirements.

The petitions, filed by Just 
Rights for Children Alliance 
(JRCA) and the Bachpan Bachao 
Andolan, also alleged the pres-
ence of paid ads on social me-
dia platforms, promoting Child 
Sexual Exploitation and Abuse 
Material (CSEAM).

Listing the matter for next 
hearing on September 24, the 
apex court sought to know 
the Centre’s stand on the pe-
titioner’s suggestion to create 

a centralised online mechanism 
through which intermediaries 
can report CSEAM and share 
digital evidence with Indian law 
enforcement agencies.

The petitioner alleged that at 
present platforms report CSEAM 
cases to the US-based National 
Centre for Missing and Exploited 
Children (NCMEC) but fail to 
report them directly to juvenile 
police units or local police as 
required under the Protection of 
Children from Sexual Offences 
(POCSO) Act, 2012.

The plea also sought a uni-
form SOP for intermediaries on 

detection, reporting, evidence 
preservation and sharing of IP 
details in matters of child abuse 
content.

The apex court allowed the 
petitioner to implead the in-
termediaries in the matter and 
press for implementation of its 
September 23, 2024, directions.

The development comes in 
the backdrop of the Supreme 
Court’s observations in 2024 
that intermediaries cannot 
rely on IT Act safe-harbour 
protection if they fail to meet 
mandatory POCSO reporting 
obligations.

The Supreme Court had also 
said that intermediaries must 
follow due diligence require-
ments to claim ‘safe harbour’ 
protection, reminding that 
POCSO would prevail in case 
of any inconsistency with other 
laws.

The top court had observed 
that storage of child por-
nographic material, without 
deleting or without report-
ing the same, would indicate 
an intention to transmit and 
amount to an offence under the 
POCSO Act.

Transgender ID cards to stay valid till SC ruling on new law
PTI

NEW DELHI: The transgender 
identity cards issued before the 
enactment of the Transgender 
Persons (Protection of Rights) 
Amendment Act, 2026, will con-
tinue to remain valid and will not 
be affected by the new law, the 
Centre told the Supreme Court 
on Monday.

A Transgender Identity (TGI) 
card provides official recognition 
of a person’s self-identified gen-
der and can be used to support 
changes to their name and gender 
across official records. The gov-
ernment’s transgender portal 
specifically states that it enables 
changes to name and gender in 
official documents.

“I have taken instructions. The 

TGI ID cards issued earlier will 
continue to operate subject to 
the outcome (on the petitions),” 
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta 
told a bench comprising Chief 
Justice of India Surya Kant and 
justices Joymalya Bagchi and V 
Mohana during the hearing of 
a batch of petitions challenging 
the 2026 amendment.

The amendment has been chal-
lenged, among other grounds, 
for taking away the right to 
self-identification of gender 
that was recognised under the 
Transgender Persons (Protection 
of Rights) Act, 2019.

There were around 15 petitions 
challenging the validity of the 
amended law.

The Solicitor General also said 
that the Centre will file its re-

sponse to the petitions.
The bench recorded the sub-

missions of the top law officer and 
fixed the pleas for final hearing 
after three weeks.

On Monday, senior advocate 
Jayna Kothari, appearing for 
one of the petitioners, urged the 
bench to direct restoration of 
transgender identity cards that 
had already been cancelled.

The bench, however, said it 
could not issue a general direction 
on the issue and asked the peti-
tioners to file applications bring-
ing individual cases before it.

Kothari also sought protec-
tion for persons who had already 
applied for transgender identity 
cards and were awaiting their 
issuance.

The bench said it would await 

the Centre’s reply affidavit before 
considering the issue.

Senior advocate Rajiv Shak-
dhar, appearing for another 
petitioner, supported the sub-
mission, saying that the balance 
of convenience was in favour of 
the petitioners and that benefits 
already available to transgender 
persons should not be disturbed.

Justice Bagchi said that the 
court would have to examine such 
issues on the basis of facts and 
circumstances of individual cases.

Senior advocate Arundhati 
Katju submitted that the 2019 law 
was founded on the principle of 
self-identification of gender. She 
said that benefits flowing from 
the parent legislation should not 
be discontinued merely because 
of the 2026 amendment.

BJP team brings youth, women and experience
IANS

NEW DELHI: The Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party’s new organisational 
team under national presi-
dent Nitin Nabin reflects a 
deliberate blend of youth, 
women’s representation and 
political experience. With 
crucial Assembly elections 
ahead, including in Uttar 
Pradesh and Punjab, the re-
shuffle signals an attempt to 
create a more energetic and 
representative leadership 
structure, say analysts.

The most striking feature 
is the emphasis on younger 
leaders. Six office-bearers 
are below 40, while 15 are 
between 40 and 49. Another 
21 fall in the 50–59 age group.

 “The lower average age 
indicates a conscious effort to 
strengthen the BJP’s second 
generation of leadership,” 
says a BJP leader, adding, 
“Younger office-bearers can 
bring fresh ideas, greater 
organisational energy and 
a closer connection with 

young voters.” At the same 
time, their presence creates a 
stronger leadership pipeline 
for the future, he adds.

Women’s representation 
is another important high-
light. Women have secured 
12 of the 65 organisational 
positions, including six of 
the 13 national vice-pres-
ident posts. The inclusion 
of prominent leaders such 
as Vasundhara Raje, Smriti 
Irani and D. Purandeswari 
strengthens the visibility of 
women within the party’s 
senior decision-making 
structure. Greater represen-
tation of women is also stra-
tegically significant because 
women voters have become 
an increasingly important 
electoral constituency, say 
political observers.

At the same time, expe-
rienced leaders also remain 
central to the new structure. 
Former Union minister Sm-
riti Irani has returned to a 
prominent organisational 
role as a national general sec-

retary, while Ram Madhav 
has been appointed a national 
vice-president. Raje, Piyush 
Goyal and B.L. Santosh will 
be guiding the party using 
their long political experi-
ence. The combination of 
veterans and younger leaders 
gives the team institutional 
experience while allowing 
room for generational re-
newal.

The BJP has also focused 
on regional and social di-
versity. Phangnon Kon-
yak and Biplab Deb bring 
greater representation from 
the Northeast, while D. Pu-
randeswari and M. Venkate-
san strengthen the party’s 
presence in southern India. 
Around 40 per cent of the 
office-bearers reportedly 
belong to marginalised com-
munities, while new leader-
ship has been appointed for 
the OBC, SC, ST and Minority 
Morchas. The inclusion of 
academics and professionals 
further broadens the lead-
ership pool.

Delhi rolls out single-window system 
for cinema licences

PTI

NEW DELHI: The Delhi government 
has scrapped the multi-NOC 
system for cinema licences and 
introduced a single-window, 
online process with fixed time-
lines, under which a district-lev-
el committee will take the final 
licensing decision and inspec-
tions will be conducted through 
an integrated mechanism.

Under the new Standard Op-
erating Procedure (SOP), cinema 
halls and multiplexes will no 
longer need to obtain separate 
clearances from multiple de-
partments, including police, 
Fire Department, municipal 
authorities, Delhi Jal Board and 
health officials, for obtaining 
a cinematograph licence, said 
an official.

Instead, applicants will submit 
applications, pay fees, undergo 
inspections, track decisions and 
receive licences online through 
the e-District Delhi portal. The 
government has sought to re-
duce paperwork and physical 

visits while making the status of 
each application easier to track, 
he said.

Two committees have been 
created under the new system. 
The District Inspection Commit-
tee (DIC) will conduct joint in-
spections of cinema halls, while 
the District Licensing Committee 
(DLC) will examine the inspec-
tion report and take the final 
decision on issuing the licence.

The DLC will be headed by the 
Deputy Commissioner (Rev-
enue)/District Magistrate and 
include senior officials from the 
police, Fire Department, munic-
ipal corporation or DDA, Delhi 
Jal Board and district medical 
administration, among other 
concerned departments, he said.

The DIC, headed by the 
Sub-Divisional Magistrate, will 
bring officials from the con-
cerned departments together 
for a joint inspection. It will 
prepare a single e-signed and 
geotagged verification report 
instead of applicants having to 
collect individual NOCs.


