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E X P R E S S  R E A D

ED raids MP Avinash 
Reddy’s properties

Kadapa: The Directorate of 
Enforcement (ED) carried out 

search operations across seven 
locations linked to YSRCP MP YS 
Avinash Reddy in Hyderabad and 

Kadapa on Friday, under the 
provisions of the PMLA | P4 

RSS calls for dialogue to 
resolve student issues

Visakhapatnam: Addressing 
concerns surrounding NEET and 
other systemic issues affecting 

students, the RSS leadership on 
Friday called for a constructive 

approach involving both the 
government and society | P4

PMFBY deadline 
extended to Aug 31
Vijayawada: The AP government 
has extended the deadline for 
enrolment under the Pradhan 
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana 
(PMFBY) up to August 31, giving 
paddy farmers additional time  
to insure their crops | P4
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China stake ease draws 
`5K cr FDI proposals
P U S H P I T A  D E Y  @ New Delhi

WITHIN months of  relaxing rules for investments involv-
ing Chinese beneficial ownership, India has received 29 
foreign direct investment (FDI) proposals worth ̀ 4,895.65 
crore as of  August 20 across various sectors, including 
information technology, artificial intelligence, manufac-
turing, pharmaceuticals, data centres and transport serv-

ices, the government said on Friday.
Rules were relaxed in March to ease in-

vestment procedures with up to 10% ben-
eficial ownership by Chinese investors. 
The change in rules aimed at providing 
greater certainty to foreign investors and 

reducing the time required to complete in-
vestment transactions. 

Investments have also been proposed from various oth-
er jurisdictions, including Mauritius, the United States, 
South Korea, Japan, Singapore, Luxembourg and Cay-
man Islands.

Under the revised framework, investors are required to 
report relevant information to the government but do not 
need prior approval, provided they comply with sectoral 
caps, entry routes and other applicable conditions.

Revanth cancels US 
leg of trip after govt 
denies political nod
J A Y A N T H  J A C O B  @ New Delhi

TELANGANA Chief  Minister A Revanth Reddy’s 
proposed visit to the United States was denied politi-
cal clearance as the programme was “not consid-
ered appropriate to the office he holds and the stated 
purpose of  the visit”, the External Affairs Ministry 
(MEA) said on Friday. 

The clarification came hours after the Telangana 
Chief  Minister’s Office (CMO) announced that Red-
dy had been forced to cancel the US leg of  his ongo-
ing foreign tour after the Centre declined permis-
sion for the visit.

 “Let me say that the visit of  chief  ministers, as 
indeed of  other dignitaries, are assessed by the Min-
istry of  External Affairs in order to accord political 
clearance,” MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal 
said. “The programme proposed, in such cases, 
should be appropriate to the office held and the pur-
pose of  the visit. In this particular case, that was not 
so in respect of  US... clearance was denied.” 

Reddy is currently in London as part of  his “Tel-
angana Rising” tour. He was scheduled to travel to 
the US from August 23, with planned engagements 
in Boston and New York aimed at exploring partner-
ships between Telangana and leading American 
educational institutions. 

Reddy’s office said he would now return to Hy-
derabad from London instead of proceeding to the 
US. “The CM will return from London to Hyderabad 
on August 23 instead of  leaving for Boston, NY,” the 
statement said. According to the Telangana govern-
ment, it had sought the Centre’s nod for the UK and 
US visits in accordance with “policy and protocol”, 
but clearance was granted only for the UK leg. 

Reddy had said the proposed US visit was aimed 
at exploring the possibility of  bringing leading 
American universities and educational institutions 
to Telangana. Despite the cancellation, Reddy in-
structed state officials accompanying his delegation 
to proceed with the planned US engagements and 
pursue deals with institutions including Harvard 
University, the Massachusetts Institute of  Technol-
ogy, Northeastern University and Virginia Tech.

After 6-hr Rahul sit-in, FIR 
filed on use of pellet guns
Rahul: First step towards justice; BJP calls protest diversionary ploy 

P R E E T H A  N A I R  &  N I T I N  R A W A T 
@ New Delhi

DELHI Police on Friday regis-
tered a first information report 
(FIR) over pellet injuries suf-
fered by a 19-year-old student 
during the July 20 Jantar 
Mantar protest after a nearly 
six-hour dharna by Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi at Parlia-
ment Street police station de-
manding action in the case.

The day saw high drama with 
Rahul first accompanying in-
jured student Sahil Lochab to 
Mandir Marg police station, 
and later moving to Parliament 
Street police station after his 
demand for an FIR was not ac-
cepted. While Rahul refused to 
budge until the FIR was regis-
tered, he was joined by several 
Congress leaders, including 
Priyanka Gandhi, Salman 
Khurshid, Jairam Ramesh and 
many others.

“This is the first step towards 
justice and a case has been reg-
istered,” Rahul said after the 

FIR was lodged, asserting that 
he would continue to fight for 
justice for Lochab and other 
students injured during the 
Jantar Mantar protests. Police 
said a case was filed under Sec-
tions 118(1), relating to volun-
tarily causing grievous hurt by 
dangerous weapons or means, 
and 125, concerning acts en-
dangering life, of  the BNS.

Lochab had suffered pellet 
injuries in his eye and abdo-
men in police action during the 
CJP-led march to Parliament 

demanding the resignation of  
then education minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan on July 20.

Rahul alleged that police of-
ficers at the station were will-
ing to register the case but had 
been stopped. Earlier, after 
talks with DCP Sachin Sharma 
failed, Rahul began his sit-in 
and showed Lochab’s medical 
reports to prove his point. 

Union minister J P Nadda 
and other BJP leaders called 
the Congress protest as “diver-
sionary” politics.

Rahul Gandhi at Parliament Street 
police station on Friday |  PARVEEN NEGI

CJP team bashed up
CJP co-convener Ashutosh 
Ranka and party volunteers 
were allegedly assaulted on 
Friday while travelling to 
inspect a dilapidated 
government school in Jaipur’s 
Bagru Assembly constituency. 
Ranka described the attack 
as pre-planned, and 
demanded the arrest of the 
culprits within 48 hours | P10

We should all think 
beyond politics
when it comes to 
nation building 
and future of the 
youth... only 
purpose of visit 
was to bring the 
best institutions  
to India

Revanth Reddy, CM

Not sans 
precedence
The denial of 
clearance is not 
without 
precedent.  
The External 
Affairs ministry in 
the recent past 
declined political 
clearance for 
foreign visits by 
chief ministers, 
including Arvind 
Kejriwal and 
Mamata Banerjee 
while they were 
serving as chief 
ministers of Delhi 
and West Bengal, 
respectively

No ethanol link to sugar price: Govt
 The 

government 
on Friday 
rejected claims 
that diversion 
of sugar 
for ethanol 
production 
was driving a 
sharp rise in 
its price |  P7

 It  instead blamed 
the industry for jacking 

up prices despite 
the country having 

sufficient stock to meet 
domestic demand

The Centre has asked States 
to take action against hoarding 
and black marketing of sugar 

 It  is  also considering  
reducing the stock  
that dealers can hold



11 VIJAYAWADA SATURDAY22�08�2026

LONDON 

THIS year’s El Nino weather pattern will be the biggest 
in over a century and could make 2027 the hottest year 
globally, Britain’s national weather agency predicted 
on Friday. An El Nino weather event happens when 
warming sea surface temperatures in the tropical east-
ern Pacific trigger worldwide changes in winds, atmos-
pheric pressure and rainfall, as well as higher global 
temperatures overall.

Adam Scaife, head of  long-range forecasting at the 
weather agency, told the BBC: “We are expecting the 
biggest El Nino for over a century, peaking at some-
thing over three degrees — that is unheard of  in mod-

ern climate records.”
This means Pacific water 

would heat up more than 3C 
above the norm in the coming 
months. El Nino occurs when 
water temperatures rise at least
0.5C above the baseline. While it 
is part of  a natural cycle, scien-
tists agree climate change in-
creases its impacts. A record El 
Nino would be “adding to the 
stresses of  climate change” fol-

lowing a summer of  heatwaves 
across Europe, the Met Office 
said. Temperatures in the Pacific 

region are currently running about 2.6C above a rolling 
30-year average, according to the Climate Brink dash-
board based on data from the US National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration. 

The dashboard also aggregates forecasts that put El 
Nino on course to peak at a 3.9C anomaly this November 
— well above a 3C anomaly detected in 2015. “We should 
be clear that this is an unprecedented event,” British 
scientist Scaife said in a Met Office blog. If  the forecast 
is accurate, then 2026 “will far exceed our recent experi-
ence of  El Nino and its worldwide climate influences”, 
said the physicist. “I have never seen an El Nino signal 
this intense in our forecasts,” he added.                   AFP

El Nino set to 
be strongest in 
over a century
Head of forecasting: Never seen an El 
Nino signal this intense forecasts

People pass through a 
water mist machine in 
Bucharest, Romania |  AP

GOVERNMENT OF ORISSA
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER,
BARIPADA, MINOR IRRIGATION CIRCLE, BARIPADA

e-Mail ID:acemicircleb@gmail.com
“e” Procurement Notice

BID IDENTIFICATION NO- .- 03/BMIC,BPD/2026-27

1. No. of work : 01 (One)
2. Approximate Es�mated Cost : Rs 114.53 lakh
3. Period of comple�on : 11 (Eleven) Calendar Months
4. Date & �me of Availability of 

Bid Document in the portal
: Dt. 21.08.2026 to Dt. 

05.09.2026
5. Last date/Time for receipt of 

Bid in the portal
: Dt.05.09.2026 up to 

5.00 P.M
6. Date of Opening of Bid : Dt. 07.09.2026 at 11.00 AM
7. Name and Address of the 

Office invi�ng Bid
: Addi�onal Chief Engineer, 

Baripada M.I. Circle, 
Baripada

Further details can be seen from the “e” Procurement Portal 
h�ps://tendersodisha.gov.in.

Sd/- Addi�onal Chief Engineer,
Baripada M.I Circle, BaripadaOIPR-32001/32490/1/26-27/0003

32001/728/2627

ODISHA MINING CORPORATION LIMITED 
OMC House, Bhubaneswar-751001,Odisha
CIN: U13100OR1956SGC000313, www.omcltd.in 

Short Notice
For Sale of High Carbon Ferrochrome (HCFC)

30001/80/2627:    The Odisha Mining Corpora�on Ltd. intends to sell various grades of 
High Carbon Ferrochrome (HCFC) produced at Ferro chrome plant, OMC Ltd. situated 
at Jajpur Road in jajpur District of Odisha through Na�onal e-auc�on. The e-auc�on 
will be conducted by MSTC Ltd. on dt.29.08.2026 from 11.00 AM to 2.00 PM.

For details, please visit the website of MSTC i.e www.mstcecommerce.com.

OIPR- 30001/30005/1/26-27/0068 Sd/- Chief General Manager (S&M)

TAMILNADU MINERALS LIMITED
(An Undertaking of Government of Tamil Nadu)

No.31, Kamarajar Salai, Chepauk, Chennai - 600 005. Phone No.044-28415003, 28511972

GENERAL MANAGER (FINANCE)DIPR/2646/TENDER/2026

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER WITH FORWARD BIDDING 

1 Description Sale of Indian Standard Sand Grade II &  
Grade III (as is where is condition) available at 
Ennore Factory

2 Tender No. & Date 
Tender ID

438/VAP-1/2026, Dated.21.08.2026 
2026_TNMIN_696743_1

3 Bid submission end date 21.09.2026 upto 1600 hrs.

4 Technical bid opening date 22.09.2026 at 1600 hrs.

5 Tender form Fee 
 
EMD amount

Rs.2,000/- (Rupees Two Thousand only) 
(Non refundable) 
Rs.6,62,569/- (Rupees Six lakh sixty two thousand 
five hundred and sixty nine only)

Note: For further details please visit Tamilnadu e-tendering portal  
          http://tntenders.gov.in 
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