14082026-himtrib-02.gxd

8/13/2026

9:11 PM Page 1

HIMACHAL Cribune

FRIDAY | 14 AUGUST 2026

Rain, ravines and risk: The Himalayan monsoon’s warning

HILL VIEW
GUEST COLUMN

KULBHUSHAN UPMANYU

RENCHING hills in
Dgreenery and turn-
ing the earth into a
thick carpet of grass, the
monsoon can appear decep-
tively beautiful. Yet, for peo-
ple living in the mountains,
the rainy season has always
been associated with danger
—landslides, flashfloods,
rockfalls and washed-away
roads. The old tradition of
Chaturmas, when saints and
sages stayed at one place dur-
ing the four months of the
monsoon season and avoided
travelling, reflected an
understanding of these sea-
sonal hazards.

Modern development and
improved connectivity, how-
ever, have transformed the
monsoon into a major travel
season. Tourism, particularly
for religious purposes, draws
thousands of devotees to
high-altitude shrines that
become accessible after the

snow melts. Pilgrimages that
were once undertaken on foot
by relatively small groups
now attract huge crowds, put-
ting additional pressure on
fragile mountain ecosystems.

Climate change has made
the situation more precari-
ous. Rainfall is becoming
increasingly intense and con-
centrated into short periods.
When extremely heavy rain
falls over a small area, partic-
ularly in narrow Himalayan
valleys, the consequences
can be devastating. Cloud-
bursts can rapidly saturate
fragile slopes, trigger land-
slides and send torrents of
water and debris into settle-
ments downstream.

The increase in such inci-
dents demands that develop-
ment in the hills be examined
more critically. Mining, road
construction and hydropow-
er projects often involve cut-
ting slopes, tunnelling, blast-
ing, operating heavy
machinery and dumping
debris. Deforestation associ-
ated with such activities fur-
ther weakens the natural
protection offered by forests.

Boh tragedy points towards
human-nature disconnect

It will be wrong to attribute
every disaster to large devel-
opment projects. The recent

Devastation caused due to a landslide triggered by heavy rain in the Boh area of Shahpur in Kangra district.

experience of Boh in Shah-
pur subdivision of Kangra
district offers a more complex

lesson. Boh’s monsoon
wounds point to a deeper
human-nature disconnect.

Boh had suffered two major
rain-related tragedies in five
years. In 2021, a landslide in

the forest above Boh Bazaar
had trapped trees and debris
in a ravine, eventually creat-

ing a temporary dam. During
heavy rain, the accumulated
water broke through and
rushed towards the settle-
ment, leading to loss of lives
and extensive damage.

This year, Boh once again
faced a similar disaster. Fortu-
nately, as the incident
occurred during the day and
people remembered the les-
sons of 2021, many of them
were able to flee to safety. Yet
houses and cattle sheds suf-
fered extensive damage.

An assessment of the inci-
dent points to factors beyond
conventional construction-
related interference. Forest
fires had reportedly loos-
ened the upper layer of soil
and caused cracks in rocks.
When rainwater entered
these cracks, the weakened
material began moving
downhill. Drinking water
pipelines passing above the
village added to the danger.
Their rupture released addi-
tional water, potentially mul-
tiplying the force and vol-
ume of the landslide.

Newer settlements more
exposed to danger

There is another worrying pat-
tern. The newer settlements
appear to have borne the brunt
of the damage, while older
habitations have remained rel-

atively safer. As people aban-
don ftraditional settlements
and build houses in areas clos-
ertorivers, streams and unsta-
ble slopes, they are unknow-

ingly increasing their
exposure to disasters.
Strengthening disaster

preventive mechanisms
Disaster relief'is essential, but
relief alone cannot prevent
recurring tragedies. Govern-
ments must prepare for emer-
gencies while simultaneously
strengthening  preventive
mechanisms. Before permit-
ting new construction in vul-
nerable mountain areas, a
technical assessment should
certify that the proposed site
is not disaster-prone.

Mountains have limits
In the hills, every slope has a
history and every stream has
anatural path. Ignoring these
realities in the name of devel-
opment can prove costly. The
monsoon is not merely a sea-
son of rain; it is a reminder
that the mountains have lim-
its.  Development must
respect those limits if homes
built with a lifetime’s savings
are not to become casualties
of the next downpour.

The writer is an environ-
mentalist based at Sthunta in
Chamba district

Mandi Mayor apprised ofissues facing journalists

S

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

MANDI, AUGUST 13

The Mayor of the Municipal
Corporation  of  Mandi,
Suman Thakur, visited the
Press Club on Tuesday and
interacted with journalists to
understand their concerns
and problems. She also
inspected the Press Club
building and assured the
media fraternity of all possi-
ble assistance from the
Municipal Corporation.

The Mayor was accorded a
warm welcome by the office-
bearers and members of the
Press Club. During the interac-
tion, Press Club president Sub-

hash Thakur and other journal-
ists apprised her of various
issues concerning the club.
They particularly sought finan-
cial and other necessary support
for completing the ongoing con-
struction work in the building.
The Mayor said that journal-
ists were an important pillar of
democracy and played a vital
role in highlighting public
issues and bringing them to
the notice of the government
and the local administration.
She added that a strong and
responsible media was essen-
tial for strengthening democ-
racy and assured continued
cooperation in resolving issues
concerning journalists.

E -AUCTION

>] UCO BANK

(A Govt. of India Undertaking)

E -AUCTION SALE NOTICE

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
DATE & TIME OF E-AUCTION ON 31.08.2025 BETWEEN 11:00 AM TO 05:00 PM (WITH 10 MINUTES UNLIMITED AUTO EXTENSIONS)

EMD SHALL BE DEPOSITED AND LINKED/MAPPED WITH THE PROPERTY ID BEFORE THE EXPIRY OF AUCTION TIME PRIOR TO PLACING THE BID
Whereas, the Authorized Officer of UCO Bank, Respective Branches as under had taken possession of the following properties to the notice
issued under Section 13(2) of the SARFAESI Act in the following loan accounts with right to sell the same strictly on "AS IS WHERE IS
BASIS" & "AS IS WHAT IS BASIS" & "WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS" & "WITHOUT RECOURSE BASIS" under section 13(4) of the
(SARFAESI) Act 2002 propose to realize the Bank's dues by sale of the said properties. The sale will be done by the undersigned through e-

auction platform provided at the website.
Date of Date of Symbolic/ ) .
Details of the Demand Notice| Physical Possession Aiiﬁﬁﬁ’n’:“&

Immovable Properties |Outstanding Amount| Details of Officials IFSC CODE
(Secured Debts) concerned

SALE NOTICE

Name of the Branch/ Reserve Price

Borrower(s)/ Guarantor(s) Date nglme
Bid Increase

E-Auction
Amount

Branch Office : Mehli

Borrowers 1. Karanjeet|RCC Frame Structure of First| 19.05.2021 08.02.2022/Physical | Account No. Rs. 31.08.2026
Singh S/o Sh. Tilak Raj R/o|Floor (Towards Shimla Side)[r< 43 59 651.37| Authorised officer |20841030080161 | 12.50,000/- | 11.00 AM to
Kamla Bhawan, Shimlalhaving its Covered Area| . % Arun Kumar IFSC CODE — 05:00 PM
Kalka Highway, below|38.00 Sq. meters of the Wlthfunhe.”nter%t Mobile : 9927272648 | UCBA0002984 Rs. (with
Satyam Paradise Hotel,|Three Storeyed structure and incidental Branc.h Manager- N th 1,25,000/- unlimited auto
|(Tacr_1r| Ghsm .Shlmlal, U;Ibgn \which is built on the part of| charges costs etc Navanoct Keur %ﬁob R extension
27)'1061’? zev"sst'ml\:( "k') land comprised in Khata| Wef. 12.11.2021 8427690037 E-mal Account : Rs. ~ of10
Devi W/o Sh mKéranorJIe; SIS St LR Rh (O 1) mehlis@ucoi)ar}T?:lo.in Rlo Ler 25,000/- minutes ezch)
Singh Rio Kamla Bhawan, | 1262/515/1/2 and (New) 361/3, measuring -co. ccount

Shimla Kalka Highway,|0-01-50 hectares, Situated at Mohal Sankat Mochan, Tehsil Shimla (Rural), District Shimla in the name of Mr.
below Satyam Paradise|KaranjeetSingh.

Hotel, Kachi Ghati Shimla, Urban (T), Tara Devi, Shimla (H.P.)-171010. Guarantor(s) 1. Sh. Balwinder Kumar Singh S/o Sh. Tilak Raj R/o
Kamla Bhawan, Shimla kalka Highway, below Satyam Paradise Hotel, Kachi Ghati Shimla, Urban (T), Tara Devi, Shimla (H.P.)-171010.

XTIl Semi Finished Flat No. 1] 15.01.2019 | 14.05.2019/Physical | Account No. Rs 31.08.2026
Borrowers 1. Ishwar Singh|(Towards BCS/LEFT Hand|Rs, 2501,654.71 |  Authorised officer | 29841030080161 | 43 40 000/~ | 11:00AMto
Slo Late Sh. Shankru, R/o[Side) Consisting of Two| with further interest Arun Kumar IFSC - * 05:09;’"‘
Krishan Dass Kanungo|Bed Rooms, One Kitchen,|  andincidental Mobile : 9927272648 | UCBA0002984 Rs. L
Buildings, Vikas Nagar,|0ne Toilet, Having its Area| charges costsetc |  Branch Manager- Name of Alc 1,34,000/- | e reion
(3Hh'Pm)'a’2 District Shimla.141.65 Sq. Meters which is| wef 3010208 | Navaneet Kaur Mob.: | UCO BANK of 10
oF)- £ SUna Vo Sh - 8427690037, E-mail : | MEHLI, No Lien Rs. inutes each
Ishwar Singh, R/o Krishan the part of Ground Floor of the Single mehlis@ucobank co.n Aceount 25,000/- minutes each)

Dass Kanungo Buildings, Storied Building which is built on the part ofl

; ! reis|land comprised in Khata Katauni No. 61 Min/232min, Khasra No. 1857/5 Measuring 188.60 Sq. Meters,
e e ! Situated at Mohal Vikas Nagar, Tehsil Shimia, District Shimla (H.P.).

Guarantor(s) 1. Sh. Bharat Bhushan S/o Sh. Sushil Kumar, R/o Bharat Bhawan, Vikas Nagar, Shimla Himachal Pradesh. 2. Sh. Dharam Chand S/o
Sh. Ram Chander R/o Village & PO Durgapur, Tehsil and District Shimla, (H.P.).

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF E-AUCTION SALE : 1. Bids should be submitted only ONLINE in the prescribed form. Online bids can be submitted by
accessing the https://baanknet.com. 2. Bids should be submitted along with a copy of identity document as an attachment to the bid form. Original
identity Document must be produced on demand., 3. 10% of the Upset Price/Reserve Price must be remitted towards EMD through RTGS/NEFT/ Money
Transfer to the Account Details Mentioned Against each account or the EMD can also be deposited to e-walled of Auction Provider by accessing the
website mentioned in the point No. 6, in case of sole bidder, bid amount quoted must be one Bid higher than Reserve Price. The Authorised Officer reserve
absolute right to accept or reject any one or more bids or to postpone/cancel the auction without assigning any reasons. 4. On sale of immovable property,
the Successful Bidder shallimmediately pay a deposit of Twenty Five percent (25%) of the amount of the sale price through RTGS /NEFT / Money Transfer
to the Bank A/c as mentioned above against each account , to the authorized officer conducting the sale failing which the Earnest Money Deposit shall be
forfeited and property shall forthwith be sold again. 5. The successful bidder shall remit the balance bid amount within 15 (fifteen) days of confirmation of
sale in his favor. If the successful bidder fails to remit the balance bid amount within the said period, deposit shall be forfeited and the property shall be
resold. 6. The interested bidders who require assistance in creating Login ID & Password, uploading data, submitting Bid Documents, Training/
Demonstration, Terms & Conditions on Online Inter-se Bidding etc., may visit Website https://baanknet.com , Helpline No. +91 82912 20220, Helpline
E mail id : support.baanknet@psballiance.com. For any property related query may contact the Authorised Officer or Branch manager, As details of
Authorised officer/s/ Branch Manager/s mentioned above against each account. Sale will not be confirmed if the borrower tenders to the Bank contractual
dues along with other expenses prior to the Authorized Officer issuing Sale Confirmation Letter to the successful bidder(s), In such case, the Bank shall
refund without interest the entire amount remitted by the successful bidder. 7. Statutory dues / liabilities etc., due to the Government / Local Body, If any,
shall be borne by the Successful bidders. The Successful Bidder has to bear the TDS of 1% if the property value exceed Rs. 50 Lacs. Bidders are advised to
go through the service provider's website https://baanknet.com or Contact respective Branch Manager before participating in the auction. All
participating bidders shall be deemed to have read and understood all the conditions of sale given on website and be bound by all the conditions. The
Auction sale is subject to confirmation of the secured creditor Bank. Further inquiries, if any, in particular details of the properties, verification of documents
and/or terms and conditions of sale can be obtained from the respective Branch Managers as mentioned above during office hours. 8. The Property will be
sold on "As is where is and what is where " basis and the intending bidder should make discreet enquiries as regards to the property of any authority besides
the bank's charges and should satisfy themselves about the title, extent, quality and quantity of the property before submitting their bid. No claim of
whatsoever nature regarding the property put for sale, charges, encumbrances over the property on any other matter etc. will be entertained after
submission of the online bid.

STATUTORY 15 DAYS SALE NOTICE UNDER THE SARFAESI ACT-2002

The borrowers/ guarantors are hereby notified to pay the sum as mentioned above along with upto date interest and ancillary
expenses before confirmation of sale failing which the properties will be auctioned/ sold and balance dues, if any, will be recovered
with interest and cost.

Study of folk & classical traditions amust to

understand states cultural ide

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, AUGUST 13

Prof BK Shivram, Dean of
Studies, Himachal Pradesh
University (HPU), has said
that to understand Himachal
Pradesh’s historical and cul-
tural identity, it was neces-
sary toinclude the memories,
traditions and cultural expe-
riences preserved in folk life
within the scope of study,
rather than limiting it solely
to written sources. He
addressed a one-day national
seminar on “History of
Himachal Pradesh: A Dia-
logue between Folk and Clas-
sical Sources”, organised by
the university in collabora-
tion with the Indian Council
of  Historical Research
(ICHR), New Delhi, and its
Department of Evening
Studies in Shimla.

The aim of the seminar
was to understand the
state’s history through an
integrated study of folk tra-
ditions, oral history, folk
memories and classical
sources and develop a com-
prehensive and holistic
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Dean of Studies Prof BK Shivram during a seminar at the Himachal Pradesh University in Shimla.

view of Himachal Pradesh’s
history by establishing a
meaningful academic dia-
logue between folk and clas-
sical sources. More than 150
participants, including aca-
demicians, researchers, stu-
dents and scholars of histo-
ry and culture from various
universities and higher edu-
cation institutions from
across the country, partici-
pated in the seminar.

Prof Shivram highlighted

the importance of folk tradi-
tions and classical sources in
the study of Himachal
Pradesh’s history and cultur-
al heritage.

He also stressed the inter-
relationship between Hindi
literature and folk life and
the need for their integrated
study. Keynote speakers and
invited scholars presented
valuable insights into vari-
ous aspects of Himachal
Pradesh’s history and cul-

ture. They emphasised the
need to view the state’s his-
tory from a multidimension-
al perspective and establish
a dialogue between folk tra-
ditions and classical sources.
Research papers were pre-
sented during various aca-
demic sessions on the
state’s history, culture, folk
traditions, folk deity tradi-
tions, oral history, tribal soci-
ety, cultural heritage and
classical sources.

Judge plants
saplings at
Kullu park

KULLU, AUGUST 13
District and Sessions Judge
Prakash Chand Rana, who is
also the Chairman of the Dis-
trict Legal Services Authority
(DLSA), inaugurated a tree
plantation and awareness
campaign at the Nature Park
at Mohal village in Kullu dis-
trict on Wednesday.

The District and Sessions
Judge performed puja to
launch the drive. He said
that the primary objective of
the campaign was to raise
public awareness about envi-
ronmental conservation.

Students, NSS cadets, Eco
Clubs, self-help groups, Mahi-
la Mandals, panchayat repre-
sentatives and other stake-
holders participated in the
event. Participants pledged to
take regular care of the plants.

Chief Judicial Magistrate
Manisha Goyal, DLSA secre-
tary Vishal Tiwari, Judicial
Magistrates Neeraj Singh,
Chunauti Sagroli and Amit
Mandyal, Conservator
Sandeep Sharma, Kullu Divi-
sional Forest Officer Angel
Chauhan and other forest offi-
cials and staff were present on
the occasion. — OC

Students during an exhibition at Auckland House School, Shimla.

Auckland House pupils
showcase creative skills

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, AUGUST 13

Young students of Auckland
House School showcased
their creativity, imagination
and learning through vari-
ous colourful and interest-
ing displays during an exhi-
bition organised by the
Lower Primary Department
for students from Nursery
to Form II. Shimla Public
School Principal Sarla Kant
was the chief guest on the

occasion. She appreciated
the efforts of the students
and teachers and encour-
aged the young learners to
continue exploring and
learning with enthusiasm.
The exhibition provided
students with a wonderful
opportunity to present their
work and share their learning
experiences. The event was
appreciated by all those pres-
ent and reflected the hard
work and dedication of the
students and teachers.

SJVN achieves
commercial
operation date of
Bihar solar project

SHIMLA, AUGUST 13

The SJVN has achieved com-
mercial operation date (COD)
of the 75 MW Jamui Solar Pow-
er Project in Bihar. The project
has been executed through
wholly owned subsidiary,
SJVN Green Energy Limited
(SGEL), marking another mile-
stone in the company’s renew-
able energy journey.

Ajay Sharma, Director (Per-
sonnel), SJVN, said that the 75
MW project was expected to
generate around 90 million
units of electricity during its
first year of operation and
around 3,522 million units
cumulatively over a period of
25 years. The project has been
developed over 300 acres of out-
right-purchased land in Jamui
district of Bihar at an estimated
project cost of Rs 342 crore.

Parthajit De, Director
(Finance), SJVN, said that the
tariff of the power generated
from the project had been fixed
at Rs 2.96 per unit. The compet-
itive tariff would facilitate the
availability of affordable and
clean green power to con-
sumers. The electricity gener-
ated from the project would be
supplied to Bihar. — TNS
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