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Ranchi: The Jharkhand Aca-
demic Council (JAC) is func-
tioning without a vice-chair-
person since Jan 2025, and 13 of
its 19 member positions are va-
cant.

According to a senior JAC
official, who spoke on condi-
tion of  anonymity, the six
members on the council inclu-
de the chairman, the director
of  secondary education, the di-
rector of  JCERT and three no-
minated MLAs. The remai-
ning positions, meant to be fil-
led by representatives from the
education sector, such as uni-
versity nominees, principals,
headmasters, Sanskrit scho-
lars, and educationists, have
remained vacant for months.

Under the JAC Act, the vi-
ce-chairperson is a full-time of-
ficer appointed by the state
govt. Besides overseeing the
Dumka regional office, the vi-

ce-chairperson assists in ad-
ministrative functions, parti-
cipates in key policy decisions,
heads committees and per-
forms duties assigned by the
chairman. The post is conside-
red crucial for the council’s
day-to-day functioning and in-
stitutional oversight.

Raghunath Singh, secreta-
ry of  the Jharkhand State Vit-
terahit Shiksha Sangharsh
Morcha, which has raised the
issue and is preparing to move
the Jharkhand high court, qu-
estioned the prolonged vacan-
cies.

“JAC is like a mini cabinet
for school education in Jhark-
hand. It has two constitutional
leadership positions -- chair-
man and vice-chairperson.
One of  those chairs has remai-
ned vacant for nearly one-and-
a-half  years. How can such an
important body be run effecti-
vely by a single person?” Singh
said.

For over a year, JAC
sans vice-chairperson
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Ranchi: Three major roads
in the state capital are set to
undergo surface restoration
work on a priority basis after
relentless monsoon downpo-
ur left the city’s traffic corri-
dors riddled with craters and
eroded asphalt.

The state road construc-
tion department, taking
swift action on the deteriora-
ting infrastructure, has
planned the repair work in
the city covering over 18 km.

The first identified
stretch is the 7.9-km corridor
from LPN Sahdeo Chowk to
Booty More, which has suffe-
red extensive surface ero-

sion. The second is a vital 2.3-
km segment connecting Ne-
pal House to Hinoo Chowk
via Mecon Chowk, while the
third stretch covers 7.8 km
from Ratu Road Junction to
HEC Gate. 

Tenders for the compre-
hensive restoration project
have already been floated,
with authorities setting a
strict three-month timeline
for completion. The work is
backed by a sanctioned non-

plan budget exceeding Rs 259
crore for the 2026-27 fiscal ye-
ar, allocated for wide-rang-
ing activities across the sta-
te, including asphalt resurfa-
cing, fresh road markings,
protective painting and clear
signage installation.

“We are treating the res-
toration of  these priority
corridors with utmost ur-
gency,” said road construc-
tion department secretary
Sunil Kumar. 

He added, “While active
rainfall necessitates imme-
diate temporary patching to
ensure safe commuter move-
ment, our teams will carry
out complete, permanent
surface restoration the mo-
ment dry weather permits.”

Department officials said
that temporary road repairs
are currently ongoing across
affected areas in the state to
maintain mobility, with full-
scale engineering fixes rea-
dy to be executed as monsoon
spells ease.

Tenders
Floated For
Repair Work

Ranchi to restore 18 km of
roads damaged by rain

The first identified stretch is the 7.9-km corridor from LPN Sahdeo
Chowk to Booty More, which has suffered extensive surface erosion

Hardeep Singh
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We are treating
the restoration
of these 
priority corridors

with utmost 
urgency
Sunil Kumar | ROAD
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Ranchi: The Ranchi Muni-
cipal Corporation (RMC) on
Thursday proposed setting
up five to six new zonal offi-
ces, shifting two mini trans-
fer stations (MTS), introdu-
cing a public-private part-
nership (PPP) model for ma-
intaining public parks and
developing multi-level com-
mercial complexes in Daily
Market, Upper Bazaar, New
Market and Bakri Bazaar.

The proposals were dis-
cussed at the civic body’s
third board meeting, along
with several measures rela-
ted to waste management,
water supply and other civic
services.

The proposal for new zo-
nal offices comes against the
backdrop of  Ranchi’s popu-
lation increasing from aro-
und 2.55 lakh at the time of
the corporation’s establish-
ment to over 10.7 lakh, accor-
ding to the 2011 Census. The

RMC currently has only one
zonal office in Doranda,
apart from its headquarters.
The proposed offices are ai-
med at ensuring faster grie-
vance redressal and better
implementation of  govern-
ment schemes.

Mayor Roshni Khalkho
told TOI that the corpora-
tion was also examining the
PPP model for public parks
to ensure their maintenance
was carried out more regu-
larly. The board also discus-
sed the proposed market
complexes as part of  efforts
to address infrastructure re-
quirements in the city’s ma-
jor commercial areas.

Khalkho said council-
lors would submit ward-wi-
se maps and proposals for ci-
vic infrastructure projects.
Based on these submissions,
108 schemes estimated to
cost around Rs 160 crore wo-
uld be sent for consideration
under the 16th Finance Com-
mission.

RMC proposes new zonal
offices, PPP model for

parks, market complexes
Shikha Yadav TNN

Ranchi: State govt is planning to set up
state-of-the-art libraries across all 24 dis-
tricts of  Jharkhand. The move, officials
said, is aimed to upgrade educational in-
frastructure across the districts and deve-
lop a reading culture among the people.

Each library will have a seating capaci-
ty of  around 800 people and will be open
for people from all walks of  life, providing
accessible knowledge hubs for local com-
munities. The Jharkhand Education Pro-
ject Council (JEPC) has been appointed as
the nodal implementing agency to oversee
the execution of  the project.

Avinav Kumar, state programme offi-
cer at JEPC, said, “There will be a separate
regulation for the maintenance and func-
tioning of  these libraries, where the dis-

trict administration will play a key role.
The chairperson of  the managing com-
mittee will be the deputy commissioner of
every respective district.”

Each library will be built at a cost of
around Rs 7.5 crore and JEPC has already
floated tenders for their construction.

Once operational, the libraries will ca-
ter to readers across all age groups and
will have separate zones for children and
senior citizens. The libraries will also ha-
ve segregated study spaces for youth pre-
paring for competitive examinations. A
separate research wing will also be built to
support university scholars and college
students with their academic endeavours.

Beyond traditional reading rooms, the
libraries will have a dedicated multipur-
pose space tailored for hosting vital inter-
active programmes, officials said.

State to set up state-of-the-art
libraries in all 24 districts
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Ranchi: From village traditions
and family memories to festi-
vals, nature and everyday life,
govt school students across
Jharkhand turned storytellers
on Thursday as part of  the
Jharkhand Education Project
Council (JEPC) reading campa-
ign “Mere Shabd, Meri Kahani”.

The latest activity, titled “Hu-
mari Kahani, Humare Shabdon
Mein” (Our Story in Our Words),
encouraged children to write
stories based on their own expe-
riences, imagination, local sur-
roundings and cultural heritage.
The exercise was organised in
853 schools and saw the partici-
pation of  56,616 students, 879 tea-
chers and 406 govt officials.

Unlike conventional classro-
om writing exercises, the activi-
ty focused on helping children
narrate stories rooted in their
own lives and communities.

JEPC officials said the objec-
tive was to promote creative ex-
pression while strengthening re-
ading and writing skills among
young learners.

“Children learn best when
they are able to connect lessons
with their own experiences.
Through this activity, students
were encouraged to observe,

think and express themselves in
their own words,” said Avinav
Kumar, programme nodal offi-
cer. Teachers said that students
wrote on a wide range of  sub-
jects, including local customs,
grandparents’ stories, village li-
fe, friendships, school experien-
ces and dreams for the future. In
many schools, children also read
their stories aloud, leading to
discussions among classmates.

“The activity gave children a
chance to become authors of  the-
ir own stories. Many students
who are usually hesitant in class
participated actively and shared
their ideas with confidence,” sa-

id Yasmin, a teacher at CMSoE.
JEPC said selected entries

will be compiled as part of  the
campaign, creating a collection
of  children's stories from diffe-
rent parts of  the state.

The campaign will continue
on Monday with “Kahani Ki Du-
niya”, under which local resi-
dents and elderly community
members will visit schools to
narrate folk tales and traditional
stories. The activity aims to
strengthen community partici-
pation and encourage children
to engage with oral storytelling
traditions through discussion
and interaction.

Govt school children turn life
around them into stories

The latest activity, titled “Humari Kahani, Humare Shabdon Mein” (Our
Story in Our Words), encouraged children to write stories based on their
own experiences, imagination, local surroundings and cultural heritage
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Ranchi: The Central Bureau
of  Investigation (CBI) on
Thursday arrested a senior
accounts officer and two assi-
stant accounts officers of  the
Regional Pay and Accounts
Office of  the Central Industri-
al Security Force (CISF) in
Ranchi in connection with a
bribery case.

The CBI identified the ar-
rested officials as senior acco-
unts officer Santosh Kumar
Mahto and assistant accounts
officers Sunil Kumar and Su-
jit Kumar Singh.

A CISF head constable
posted at the National Ther-
mal Power Corporation in
Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh,
had complained to the CBI
that the accused officials we-
re demanding a bribe to pro-
cess and release payments for
various bills, including travel

expenses and children’s edu-
cation allowance.

The CBI registered a case
against the accused public
servants on Wednesday. On
Thursday, the agency laid a
trap at the Regional Pay and
Accounts Office and caught
all three officials red-handed
while they were allegedly de-
manding and accepting a bri-
be of  Rs 48,400 from the comp-
lainant.

The entire bribe amount
was recovered during the ope-
ration. Subsequently, the CBI
conducted searches at five lo-
cations linked to the accused
in Ranchi and Dhanbad. The
agency seized incriminating
documents and cash during
the searches.

The accused officials will
be produced before the com-
petent court on Friday.

Further investigation in
the case is under way.

3 CISF accounts officials
arrested on bribe charge 
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Ranchi: The Jharkhand high
court on Thursday directed
the state govt to reply to a peti-
tion challenging the cancella-
tion of  the assistant public
prosecutor (APP) appoint-
ment examinations. The HC
refused to grant a stay in the
matter and will hear it again
on Sept 24. The petitioners, Sa-
tyam Shubham, Sanjana
Singh and others moved the
HC after the APP examina-
tions were cancelled by the
govt on Aug 18. The petitio-
ners pleaded that the step wo-
uld hamper their future. TNN

HC seeks govt reply
on APP recruitment
exams cancellation 

Aug 28

Trade Expo
Venue: Harmu ground
Time: 11 am

Registration for media cup football
Venue: Ranchi press club
Time: 10 am

Send in your event entries to 
toiranchi2023@gmail.com and 
we will publish them here

Ranchi: The Criminal Inves-
tigation Department (CID) on
Thursday announced the ar-
rest of  two people in connec-
tion with the alleged question
paper leak in the 2024 Jhark-
hand Staff  Selection Commis-
sion Combined Graduate Le-
vel (JSSC-CGL) examination.

In a statement, the CID
identified the accused as So-
mansh Prakash, a resident of
Rohtas district, and Rahul Ku-
mar of  Vaishali district in Bi-
har. The investigating agency
said Somansh was associated
with the agency that conduc-
ted the examination, while
Rahul was his close associate.

The CID had earlier arres-
ted Sushma Kumari, wife of
key accused Abhay Tiwari,
and his brother Akshay Ku-
mar Tiwari in connection
with the case on Aug 18.

With the latest arrests, the
cumulative number of  arrests
in exam leak cases has rea-
ched 22.

JSSC-CGL paper
leak case: CID
arrests 2 more
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