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C
hief Minister V.D.
Satheesan’s state-
ment supporting

the proposal for a new dis-
trict centred around Mu-
vattupuzha in Ernakulam
has revived the discussions
over the long-pending de-
mand. 

His announcement that
the government would ap-
point a delimitation com-
mission to examine the
proposal has given fresh
hope to those who have
been advocating the cause

of an agrarian economy-
based district even as con-
cerns over its practical as-
pects remain to be
addressed.

Long-pending demand
Congress leader and two-
time Muvattupuzha MLA
Mathew Kuzhalnadan, one
of the key proponents of
the plan, has welcomed
the Chief Minister’s com-
ment saying it’s a long-
pending demand of the pe-
ople of the region.

“A district centred
around the agrarian region
is a necessity. The urban

areas of Ernakulam district
often �nd priority in use of
development funds, and
the eastern region receives
little. We have been high-
lighting the issues support-
ed by data on relevant fo-
rums including district
development committee,”
he said.

Though there is no clear
picture on the proposed
delimitation, initial talks
suggest the possibility of
carving out a new district
with parts of taluks such as
Muvattupuzha, Kothaman-
galam and Kunnathunad in
Ernakulam and parts of

Idukki district. Former
State Chief Secretary Jiji
Thomson, who started his
administrative career as
the Muvattupuzha Sub-

Collector, is among those
who welcomed the latest
government initiative. He
said the regions in the pro-
posed district come

around 2,500 sq km with a
population of 12 lakh
which make it a strong case
for a separate district.

‘Two worlds’
Terming the western and
eastern regions of Ernaku-
lam “literally two worlds”,
Mr. Thomson said the dis-
trict administration often
�nds it di�cult to divide
time for the two sides
equally. 

He said the situation
might worsen once the
proposals for developing
the State into a maritime
economy and aviation hub

catch momentum as they
are likely to be centred
around Kochi city.

The former bureaucrat
highlighted the scope of
the proposed new district
as an economy centred
around plantations, rub-
ber and spices. “A focussed
approach to develop the
furniture industry in and
around Perumbavoor and
pineapple cultivation in
Muvattupuzha can add to
the �nancial prospects of
the proposed district,” he
said.

He, however, pointed
out the �nancial challenges

in forming a new district,
saying it would require
around ₹450 crore to make
it a reality with required in-
frastructure and o�ces. 

Cautious stand
The Ernakulam district lea-
dership of the CPI(M) has
taken a cautious stand on
the proposal. “There were
similar discussions in the
past too, but they had not
made much progress. The
party leadership will dis-
cuss the matter in detail
and take a stand,” CPI(M)
district secretary S. Sathish
said.
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The Indian Union Muslim
League (IUML) has open-
ly backed the demand to
bifurcate Malappuram,
saying population should
be the main criterion for
creating new districts in
the State.

IUML State general se-
cretary P.M.A. Salam said
on Monday that districts
should be reorganised
based on population to
ensure an equitable dis-
tribution of government
services and resources.

The statement comes
amid reports of the go-
vernment considering
Muvattupuzha as a new
district. 

The IUML had so far
maintained a low pro�le
on the demand to divide
Malappuram.

Several organisations,
including the Jamaat-e-Is-
lami, Welfare Party of In-
dia, Solidarity Youth
Movement, Social Demo-
cratic Party of India, Kera-
la Muslim Jamaat and the
two factions of the Samas-
tha Kerala Jamiyyathul
Ulama, have also sought
the bifurcation of
Malappuram.

Most populous district
With a population of 41.3
lakh according to the 2011
Census, Malappuram is
the State’s most populous
district. Its population is
estimated to be close to
48 lakh now. 

Spread over 3,550 sq
km, the district has seven
taluks, 16 Assembly con-
stituencies and two Lok
Sabha constituencies.

“If population is the
criterion, Malappuram
has enough population to
be divided into three dis-
tricts,” Mr. Salam said.

He said the IUML was
not seeking a district in

any particular region.
“Districts should be reor-
ganised based on popula-
tion. Otherwise, there
will be discrimination in
the allocation of resourc-
es,” he said.

Renewed momentum
The demand for bifurca-
tion gained renewed mo-
mentum after the United
Democratic Front (UDF)
returned to power in May,
with its Malappuram dis-
trict unit also seeking the
division of the district.

Malappuram district
was formed in 1969. Mr.
Salam questioned the dis-
parity in the State’s admi-
nistrative structure,
pointing out that some
districts with less than
half Malappuram’s popu-
lation have more taluks.

Right-wing political
out�ts in the State have
opposed the League's de-
mand, saying it could
have wider political
implications.
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A delimitation commis-
sion will soon be formed
to study the matter of dis-
trict reorganisation in Ker-
alam, Revenue Minister
A.P. Anilkumar has said. 

Mr. Anilkumar told me-
diapersons that steps to
constitute the commission
will begin right after
Onam. Which districts
would be formed would
be decided on the basis of
the commission report,
Mr. Anilkumar said.

Making a new district
with Muvattupuzha as its
headquarters is a decades-
old demand. 

It was after Muvattu-
puzha MLA Mathew Kuz-
halnadan raised this de-
mand that Chief Minister
V.D. Satheesan gave a fa-
vourable response.

Restrictions
He pointed out that since
the Census exercise would
extend to 2027, there were

restrictions on changing
the boundaries of village,
taluks, and districts as per
the Union government’s
instructions. However,
there was no hurdle to ap-
pointing a delimitation
commission.

Top priority
Malappuram should get
the maximum considera-
tion owing to its size and
population, the Minister
said.

With 16 Assembly seg-
ments, Malappuram was
deserving of district reor-
ganisation, Mr. Anilkumar
who represents Wandoor
constituency in the As-
sembly said. He added
that he agreed with the de-
mand as a Revenue Minis-
ter and on account of hail-
ing from Malappuram.

He clari�ed that there
was no reason at present
to allege that Malappuram
was being discriminated
against. Justice would be
ensured when the delimi-
tation is done, he said.
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