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$ $29 million
awarded to an UN employee’s kin after he 
got killed in 2019 Boeing 737 MAX crash

 LR: Light Rain  HR: Heavy Rain  LS: Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC: Light Cloud  SNY: Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Australia (Canberra)   13 0 SNY
Indonesia (Bali) 26 19 LR
Italy (Rome) 37 24 SNY
Japan (Tokyo) 37 26 LC
Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur) 31 25 TDS
Maldives (Male) 29 28 LC
Mauritius (Port Louis) 27 21 SNY

Singapore 32 28 TDS
South Korea (Seoul) 35 27 LC
Switzerland (Bern) 28 17 LC
Thailand (Bangkok) 32 27 LR
Türkiye (Ankara) 28 15 SNY
UAE (Dubai) 39 34 SNY
Vietnam (Hanoi) 31 26 TDS

COUNTRY COUNTRYMax MaxMin Min

PARIS

IRAN on Thursday said an oil 
spill had reached Qeshm is-
land, with the slick degrading 
waters of  the Gulf  and Sea of  
Oman. Foreign ministry 
spokesman Esmaeil Baqaei 
said “preliminary evidence in-
dicates a foreign bulk carrier 
as the source”.

TankerTrackers, a website 
that monitors shipping move-
ments, said the spill seemed to 
derive from an Iranian attack on 
bulk carrier Minoan 
Pioneer in Omani wa-
ters on August 3. “The 
spillage then drifted 
across the strait over 
to Iran,” it said.

Baqaei said such 
spills had imposed “trillions of  
dollars” in damage on Iran’s 
coastal areas, calling for com-
pensation from those responsi-
ble. The spill had reached 
Qeshm island but was “almost 
completely cleaned up by 
Wednesday evening”, said Ha-
bib Masihi, head of  the envi-
ronmental protection depart-
ment in Iran’s souther n 
Hormozgan province. He said 

about 32,000 square metres of  
coastal area had been affected, 
along with waters covering 
90,000 square metres.

Iran rejects Trump’s  
Hormuz control claim

Iran’s military rejected as 
“lies” Trump’s remarks, saying 
the waterway was fully under 
Iranian control. “The false 
claims of  the United States that 
ships are passing through the 
Strait of  Hormuz normally ... 
are nothing more than lies and 

fabrications,” said 
Ebrahim Zolfaghari, 
spokesperson for 
Iran’s military com-
mand, Khatam-al An-
biya. Iran has kept 
control of  Hormuz 

since the outbreak of  the West 
Asia war on February 28, re-
quiring vessels to obtain per-
mission and pay transit fees 
before using the waterway.

Trump had claimed Wednes-
day that the US “has total control 
over the Strait of  Hormuz”, add-
ing that its naval blockade was a 
“wall of  steel”. Iranian Behnam 
Saeedi said the strait was closed 
to US and Israeli ships. AFP

QUSRA: Israeli settlers have 
besieged three homes in the 
occupied West Bank for several days, 
including one owned by a 
Palestinian American, in what the 
US ambassador called a “horrific act 
of terror” on Thursday. Mike 
Huckabee’s remarks on X 
represented an unusually sharp 
rebuke from the Trump 
administration of the latest episode 
in a surge of settler violence in the 
region. Starting Sunday, settlers 
gathered around three houses in the 
village of Qusra, according to local 
officials, Palestinian American 
homeowner Loui Ridi, and Ridi’s 
brother. At times numbering dozens, 
the settlers threw stones, attempted 
to bring down a stone wall nearby, 
and prevented the occupants from 
leaving as their food and water 
dwindled. Israeli troops have 
intervened to try to restore order. On 
Thursday morning, Ridi’s brother, 
Qusai Abu Rida, who had holed up in 
the house with his own teenage son 
to defend it, said they were moved 
by Israel’s military to another  
home. AP

US ENVOY TO ISRAEL 
CALLS SIEGE ‘HORRIFIC 
ACT OF TERROR’

Iran seeks compensation 
as oil spill reaches Qeshm
Baqaei says spills caused trillions in damage to Iran’s coastal areas MOSCOW

RUSSIAN President Vladimir 
Putin on Thursday made his 
first visit to the Kuril Islands, a 
Moscow-controlled Pacific ar-
chipelago that also is claimed 
by Japan, which voiced a diplo-
matic protest over the trip.

Putin visited a fish plant, a 
hospital and a school on Iturup, 
one of  the volcanic chain’s 
southern islands. He also brief-
ly spoke to local residents and 
met with the governor of  Rus-
sia’s Sakhalin region, Valery 
Limarenko. Japan asserts ter-
ritorial rights to the four south-
ernmost islands of  the chain, 
which it calls the Northern Ter-
ritories. The Soviet Union took 
them from Japan in the final 
days of  World War II, and the 
dispute kept the countries from 

signing a peace treaty formally 
ending their hostilities.

Decades of  diplomatic efforts 
to negotiate a settlement 
haven’t produced any visible 
results. Moscow over the years 
has also bolstered its military 
presence on the Kurils in moves 
that appeared to underscore its 
firm stance in the dispute.

Japanese Foreign Minister 
Toshimitsu Motegi said his 
country “strongly protests” Pu-
tin’s visit to Iturup, which Ja-
pan calls Etorofu.

“The Northern Territories, 
including Etorofu (Iturup) Is-
land, are Japan’s inherent ter-
ritory both historically and 
from the perspective of  inter-
national law,” Motegi said in a 
statement. He summoned Rus-
sian Ambassador Nikolay 
Nozdrev to the ministry in To-

kyo and lodged a strong protest 
over the visit, requesting that 
he “promptly report the mes-
sage back to Moscow,” the min-
ister told reporters afterward.

Later on Thursday, the Rus-
sian Embassy in Japan called 
Tokyo’s protest “unfounded” 
and said Nozdrev had ex-
plained that “the southern 
Kuril Islands are an integral 
part of  the Russian Federation 
and became part of  it follow-
ing World War II on legitimate 
international grounds.” AP

Ukrainian drones strike 
major Russian refinery 
KYIV: Ukrainian drones struck the 
Gazprom Neftekhim Salavat 
refinery in Russia’s Bashkortostan, 
causing a fire and wounding two 
people, officials said. Kyiv said 
the facility, about 1,300 km from 
Ukraine, is one of Russia’s largest, 
processing up to 74 million barrels 
annually. The attack was the 
fourth on Russian refineries in 
three days, as Kyiv targets 
Moscow’s vital oil sector and 
seeks to disrupt fuel supplies.

India keen on Arctic cooperation: Russia
MOSCOW: India is among countries having the “most productive” talks 
with Russia on Arctic cooperation, a senior Russian official said Thursday. 
Vladislav Maslennikov said China and India showed interest in joint 
projects. Putin said India and China were keen to work with Moscow on 
the Arctic and Northern Sea Route. India’s parliamentary panel 
recommended a “polar ambassador” to boost diplomacy.

Putin makes first trip to disputed Kuril 
Islands, draws strong protest in Tokyo

Ex-PM Deuba returns to  Nepal after treatment
KATHMANDU:Former Nepal prime minister Sher Bahadur Deuba 

returned home on Thursday after more than five months abroad for 
medical treatment following injuries sustained during Gen Z protests 
last year. Deuba and his wife, foreign minister Arzu Rana Deuba, were 
injured during anti-government demonstrations that toppled the K P 

Sharma Oli government in September 2025. Deuba, 80, was welcomed 
by Nepali Congress leaders and hundreds of supporters. 
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Tender Enquiry No.  MQP-269/2026-27/PO(M) Dated: 12.08.2026
Chief Engineer / Metering, C-3, Shakti Vihar, PSPCL, Patiala invites e-tender for  
Procurement of 5 No. 20 Position Fully Automatic Meter Test Benches of Accuracy Class  
0.02 including testing of Power Quality Meters along with 5 year AMC after warranty period. 
For detailed NIT & Tender specification please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in  
from 13.08.2026, 11:00 AM onwards.

NOTE: Corrigendum and addendum, if any, will be published online at  
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
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‘‘REVISED WALK-IN INTERVIEW SCHEDULE FOR 
AYURVEDA FACULTY & CONSULTANT POSTS’’

The walk-in Interview of different posts for Tripura Government 
Ayurvedic Medical College and Hospital is rescheduled on  
17th & 18th August, 2026. All eligible candidates are requested 
to visit official website: https://dme.tripura.gov.in for more 
details.
This is issued as per approval of the competent authority, 
Health & Family Welfare department, Government of Tripura.

                      Prof. (Dr.) Abhijit Datta
 I/c Director of Medical Education

                      Government of TripuraICA/D/775/26


