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tHReedAYsafteracargoship
sank off odisha coast, an
emergencybeaconofthevessel
and a lifeboat were recovered
from the Bay of Bengal tues-
day. However there is no trace
of theMVOceanWinnercrew.

sincesaturdaynight,thein-
dianCoastGuardhasbeencon-
ductingasearchfor the22of24
missing crew members of the
panama-flaggedcargoship.

ICGSVaradpatrol vessel of
the indian Coast Guard re-
covered anemergencybeacon
fromthesearcharea.onverifi-
cation,itwasconfirmedtohave
been associated with MV
OceanWinner, saidofficials.

“during an aerial search, a
navalaircraftdetectedadistress
transmissionandguided ICGS
Varad towards the reported lo-
cation. the iCGs Varad re-
coveredtheemergencybeacon,”
saidCoastGuard spokesperson
CommandantAmitUniyal.

therescueteamlocatedthe
lifeboat at 7 am on tuesday. A
boarding team inspected the
lifeboat;however,nosurvivors
were found. Coast Guard
sourcesalsoconfirmedthatthe
MRCC Beijing, the Maritime
search and Rescue Centre of
China,hasalsobeencoordinat-

ing with the indian Coast
Guardinthesearchandrescue
operation. it has deployed two
of its merchant vessels to help
intensify theoperation.

According toofficials, 20of
the 24 crew members of the
ship, including the twosurviv-
ors, are Chinese nationals.
WhilethreearefromMyanmar,
one is fromBangladesh.

“the search for the remain-
ing missing crew members is
continuing with sustained ef-
forts, withCoastGuard assets,
aircraft and merchant vessels
maintaininganextensivesearch
ofthearea,”saidUniyal.

Additional Coast Guard as-
setsandmerchantvesselsinthe
areaarebeingdeployedandco-

ordinatedtointensifythesearch
operation. MVOceanWinner
sankaround230nauticalmiles
(425km)fromtheparadipcoast
ofodishalateonsundaynight.
officials said the vessel tilted
andsankwithineightminutes.

on the conditionof the two
rescued seafarers, an official
sourcesaidtheyareontheCoast
Guard ship andbeing brought
back to themainland.officials
saidtheyarelikelytobebrought
toparadipfromwheretheywill
be repatriated toChina incoor-
dinationwith theChinese em-
bassy. thedirectorate ofmari-
time administration, india’s
apexmaritimeregulatorybody,
may also record statements of
thetworescuedcrewmembers.

Emergencybeaconofsunkenship, life
boat recovered,butnoclueof22sailors
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iit-delHiontuesdayevening
agreed to change the composi-
tion of the committee thatwill
inquireintothedeathbysuicide
ofaMasters’student,bowingto
the demand of students who
have been protesting on cam-
pussincesunday.

in a statement, iit-d said
Rishikesh Kumar, who
was studying for an Msc in
physics, was an “academically
bright student” who had been
treatedforamentalhealthcon-
dition at a specialisedhospital,
andwhoserequestsforwithdra-
walfromboththeJanuary-May
and July-november semesters
hadbeenapprovedbytheinsti-
tute.

theprotestsbeganafter the
31-year-old student allegedly
jumped to his death from the
sixthfloorofabuildingoncam-
pusonsaturday.

ontuesday,day3oftheagi-
tation,more than500students
protested inside the lecture
Hall Complex at the institute,
with another 2,000 gathered
outside. the gates of the insti-
tuteweresecured,andnotech-
nical staff, visitors, or family
members of students were
allowedinside.

throughthepreviousnight,
studentshadheldacandlelight
vigil on campus. on tuesday,
before the administration con-
ceded their demandon the in-
quiry committee, theyhad an-
nounced another night of
protests and candlelight
marches.

students have stayed away
from most classes since Mon-
day.ontuesday, the adminis-
trationusedmegaphonestoad-
vise them that continued
absencefromclassroomscould
createdifficultiesintheircourse
work.theongoingmobilisation
isunusualatiit-d,oneofindia’s
mostcelebratededucationalin-
stitutions. students are de-
manding accountability for
what they say is the eighth sui-
cide of a student on campus
since2023, andhave refused to
bepacifiedbytheresponsefrom
theinstitute.

“How are we expected to
continueasthoughnothinghas
happened? there has been a
deathbysuicideinthisbuilding.
nosuicideisasingularevent.it
happens becausemany things
accumulate,”aprotestersaid.

students have demanded
the resignation of four iit offi-
cials, an independent inquiry
intoRishikesh’sdeath,andcom-
pensation of at least Rs 1 crore
for his family. in response, the
administration announced an
inquiryandfinancialassistance
for thestudent’s family,butdid
not agree to the demands for
resignationsandaspecificcom-
pensation.

Atameetingconvenedatthe
lecture Hall Complex at 11.30
pmonMonday,thestudentsre-
jected the administration’s re-
sponseas“inadequateandevas-
ive”, and announced that the
protestwouldcontinue.

ontuesdaymorning, iit-d
directorRanganBanerjee said
that theexternal inquiryCom-
mittee would investigate the
“circumstances leading to the
tragedy”ofRishikesh’sdeath.

After3daysof
protest, IIT-D
sayschanging
suicideinquiry
panelmembers
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neARlY 35 per cent of the
country’s geographical area re-
mainsinasignificantraindeficit
evenasthesouthwestmonsoon
approachesitsfinalleg.

therainfalldatamaintained
bytheindiaMeteorologicalde-
partment (iMd) stated that the
country-widerainfallforthesea-
son(sinceJune1)was554.2mm
—13per cent short of expected
levelsforthistimeoftheyear.

notably, the cumulative
rainfall departure fromnormal
has consistently remained
negativethroughoutthisseason.

that said, rainfall activity
overthecentralregion,between
odisha and Gujarat, has re-
mainedprominent during the
July-Augustperiod, inpartdue
totherecurrentdevelopmentof
lowpressuresystemsintheBay
ofBengal and their subsequent
landwardmovement.

“the spatial distributionof
rainfallhasbeenlargelyskewed,
especiallyatdistrictlevels,”said

o p sreejith, senior meteorol-
ogistatiMd.

About412districts across 14
states andUnion territories in
the southpeninsula,northeast,
and someparts of eastern and
northwestindiahaverecordeda
deficit in rain—amounting to
theaforementioned35percent.

Whatisworryingisthateven
states that receive either ex-
tremely high or extremely low
rainfallareexperiencingbelow-
averageseasonrainfallthisyear.

For instance, Goa’s normal
rainfalltill thethirdweekofAu-
gust is 2,562mm.However, this
season(tillAugust24), ithasre-
cordedonly1,713.2mm—adefi-
citof33percent.

similarly, in Kerala, where
normal rainfall for the same
period is 1,671.4mm, only
1,283.3mmof rainfall has been
recorded this season—a23per
centdeficit;andinpunjab(nor-
mal rainfall is 338.2mm),
226.9mm—a33percentdeficit
intheseasonsofar.

Rajasthan’s normal rainfall
(till August 24) is 345mm.the
desertstate,wherethemonsoon
arriveslastandexitsfirst,hasre-
ceived268.3mm—a22percent
deficit. Recently, Assam faced
oneof itsworst floods, andyet,
19ofthestate’s35districtsreport
araindeficit.

in Meghalaya (-58 per cent
below normal), the southwest

KhasiHillsdistricthasrecorded
excessrainfall,whilealltheother
10districts are either in rainfall
deficit or ‘large’deficit category
(rainfall-60to-99percentbelow
normal).

elsewhere, in Bihar, just
three — Khagaria, lakhisarai
andsiwan—of the 35districts
have receivednormal rainfall.
the others are experiencing a
raindeficitthisseason.

Meanwhile, in Andhra, all
thedistricts,includingregionsof
Yanam and Rayalaseema, re-
maininaraindeficit.Acontrast-
ingpictureprevailsintheneigh-
bouring odisha, where all 30
districtshavereceivednormalor
aboverainfallthisseason.

theprevailing lowpressure
system over Jharkhand will
keep themonsoon active over
westUp,westMpandChhattis-
garh till August 29, as the iMd
hasforecastthesystemtomove
further north-west. Konkan,
MadhyaMaharashtra,Marath-
wada inMaharashtra,Goa,Ke-
rala,coastalAndhrapradeshwill
experienceheavyspells.

lRainfallacrossIndia
duringJune1-Aug24
State /UT rainfall*
Meghalaya -58%
Bihar andManipur -42%
Arunachal Pradesh -40%
Andhra Pradesh -39%
GoaandPunjab -33%
Puducherry -32%
Lakshadweep -27%
Assam -24%
Kerala -23%
Rajasthan&Karnataka -22%
Mizoram -21%

*Seasonal rainfall departure;Source: IMD

Monsooninlast leg,one-third
ofIndiainsevereraindeficit

SinceSaturdaynight, theCoastGuardhasbeenconductingsearch
for 22of24missingcrewmembersofPanama-flaggedcargoship.
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ApRoposAltonameawhole-
sale fish market in surat after
primeMinisternarendraModi
has run into trouble after some
fishtradersopposedtheplan.

thesuratFishMerchantAs-
sociation inaugurated themar-
ketonMonday,namingit‘shree
narendraModiWholesaleFish
Market’ with a picture of the
primeMinisteronthebanner.

Followingoppositionfroma
sectionofassociationmembers,
the bannerwas coveredwith a
whitesheetontuesday.

Built with assistance from
the pradhan Mantri Matsya
sampadaYojana, this is surat’s
firstmunicipalcorporation-run
wholesale fishmarket and can
accommodate80outlets.

the inauguration,however,
sawaverbalduelbetweensome
members and surendra lash-
kari,amemberandafishtrader
whohasaplotinthemarket.

“this damages the image
and identity of theprimeMin-
ister,whoisavegetarian,soire-
quested the association presi-
dent to remove his name,"
lashkari told The Indian

Express.
Kalpesh navsariwala, the

president of theFishMerchant
Association, said, “thismarket
wasbuiltwithfundsfromprad-
han Mantri Matsya sampada
Yojana, and the pM promotes
fisheriesunder theBlueRevol-
ution. it only gives us pride to
namethemarketafterhim.”

He added that he took the
membersintoconfidencebefore
proposingthename.

the matsya yojana is a
scheme to bring about a ‘Blue
Revolution’throughthesustain-
able and responsible develop-
mentoffisheriessectorinindia.

Among themandatesof the
schemeisaprovisionfordevel-
oping “modernwholesale fish
markets including supermar-
kets,retailfishmarketsandout-
lets, mobile fish and live fish
markets so as to ensurequality
and hygienic fish to the con-
sumers".

With an estimated invest-
ment of Rs 20,050 crore over a
five-year period from2020-21,
the scheme is implementedby
the department of Fisheries
under theMinistryofFisheries,
Animal Husbandry and
dairying.

InSurat,a fishmarketnames
itselfafterModi, triggersarow
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AUnitednations(Un)human
rightspanelhasraisedconcerns
aboutviolationsagainstmargi-
nalised communities in india,
andurgednewdelhi toprotect
them fromalleged abuse, tor-
ture, extrajudicial killings, and
strippingofcitizenship.

in its report released tues-
dayinGeneva,theUnCommit-
teeontheeliminationofRacial
discrimination (CeRd) criti-

cisedtheimplementationofthe
national Register of Citizens
(nRC)inAssam,andraisedcon-
cerns about the subjecting of
Bengali-speaking Muslims to
“systematicandstructuralracial
discrimination”.

it called for the suspension
ofthenRCandurgednewdelhi
to review its legislative frame-
work,and“urgentlyaddressdis-
crimination, hate speech, and
hate crimes against Rohingya,
Bengali-speakingMuslims,mi-
grants,andasylum-seekers”.

UNpanelurges Delhi to
suspend, reviewNRC

Kolkata


