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Washington, Democratic lawmak-
ers have introduced legislation to
block federal funds from being used
to enforce a Trump administration
rule that could make it harder for im-
migrants who use certain public ben-
efits to obtain green cards.

The bicameral Protect American
Values Act was introduced on
Wednesday by Senators Michael
Bennet and Mazie Hirono and
Congresswoman Judy Chu. The ad-
ministration's "public charge" rule is
scheduled to take effect on
September 18. The finalised rule re-
scinds a 2022 Biden administration
policy. That policy said non-cash ben-

efits, including food assistance under
SNAP, Medicaid and housing aid,
could not be considered in public
charge decisions. The public charge
test allows immigration authorities
to assess whether an applicant is like-
ly to become primarily dependent on
government support. Such a finding
may be used to deny admission to the
United States or adjustment to lawful
permanent resident status.

The new rule does not provide
clear guidance on which public bene-
fits may be considered, according to
the lawmakers. They said it could
give immigration officers broad dis-
cretion in reviewing green card ap-

plications. "This rule isn't about se-
curing our borders or more efficient
spending; its purpose is to punish im-
migrants who only seek to make a
better life for themselves and their
families," Bennet said.

"The Protect American Values Act
sends a clear message that, as a na-
tion, we will continue to stand up for
our communities and fight this
Administration's inhumane efforts,"
he added. Chu said the policy was
broader than the public charge rule
imposed during Trump's first term.
"Unlike the previous rule, this fi-
nalised policy does not even identify
which benefits will be considered in

a public charge test, giving Trump's
immigration officers sweeping dis-
cretion to deny green card applica-
tions based on subjective judgment
instead of clear legal standards," she
said.

The lawmakers warned that the

uncertainty could deter eligible im-
migrants from using government as-
sistance. They said it could also affect
US citizens and lawful permanent
residents living in mixed-status fami-
lies. Senator Tim Kaine said most
noncitizens were already ineligible
for public benefits. He argued that
the rule could allow officials to con-
sider the use of benefits by an immi-
grant applicant's US citizen children
or other relatives. "We don't have to
imagine the negative consequences
this policy will have on the health
and well-being of our communities,
because when President Trump pre-
viously instituted a similar policy, it

led to widespread avoidance of med-
ical care and other important pro-
grams, including among US citizen
children," Kaine said.

Senator Tammy Duckworth said
no one should be forced to choose be-
tween immigration status and basic
needs. "Nobody should have to
choose between receiving citizenship
or going hungry," she said. The legis-
lation is backed by 17 other senators
and dozens of House members.
Indian American lawmakers
Pramila Jayapal and Raja
Krishnamoorthi are among its
House co-sponsors. The measure
would prohibit federal money from

being used to implement, administer
or enforce the rule.

Public charge provisions have
long existed in US immigration law.
Their interpretation, however, has
shifted between administrations,
particularly over whether non-cash
health, nutrition and housing bene-
fits should influence immigration de-
cisions. Trump adopted a broader
public charge policy during his first
term. The Biden administration later
restored a narrower standard in 2022,
excluding several non-cash benefits
from consideration. The latest rule
again places the issue at the centre of
the US immigration debate.

Democrats move to block Trump green card rule

NSC terrorism monitors declare Red Fort blast
work of Al-Qaida in Indian Subcontinent 

United Nations, A terrorism
monitoring team of the
Security Council has declared
the deadly Red Fort suicide car
bombing that killed 11 people
the work of Al-Qaida in the
Indian Subcontinent (AQIS),
which it warned is spreading its
tentacles across the region. The
report by the Analytical
Support and Sanctions
Monitoring Team on terrorism
to the Security Council said the
attack last November "was offi-
cially attributed to AQIS".

It warned that AQIS is emerg-
ing as a decentralised terrorist
organisation from a disparate
group. AQIS "continued to
evolve from a fragmented group
into a regional terrorist entity;
it established logistics and fi-
nancial networks, working in
decentralised small, scattered

cells instead of large units", the
report said. It means that in a
country like India where there
is no scope for war-like opera-
tions, AQIS is adopting a tactic
of urban guerrilla-like tactics.

The report also expressed
concern that AQIS is "trying to
exploit Bangladesh to establish
cells there". Against this back-
drop, the team warned that ter-
rorist threats "intensified" in
South Asia.

After the democratically
elected Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina was forced into exile by
an uprising in which Islamist el-
ements played a leading role,
fears have mounted over terror-
ist groups finding a fertile
ground there. AQIS was founded
in 2014 by Al-Qaida leader
Ayman al-Zawahiri. The team
that produced the report helps

the Security Council's sanctions
committees for Al-Qaida and the
Islamic State (known in short as
the 1267 Committee after the res-
olution setting it up), and for the
Taliban. Based in New York, it
comprises ten experts who track
global terrorism threats from
those groups and their affiliates
and provide periodic reports
and updates to help the commit-
tees decide on groups and indi-
viduals to be sanctioned for ter-
rorism.

The 1267 Committee does not
have a chair because Pakistan
wants to lead it and some mem-
bers of the Council have reser-
vations because of Islamabad's
links to some groups sanctioned
by the panel, leading to a stand-
off. In the absence of a chair, the
team's coordinator, Colin Smith,
sent it directly to the Council's

president in the last days of
Colombia's tenure in the chair
for June. It languished through
July under the Democratic
Republic of Congo's presidency
and was released recently by
Denmark's Permanent
Representative Christina
Markus Lassen, who assumed
the rotating presidency for this
month.

An earlier report by the team
released in February said Jaish-
e-Mohammed (JeM) "was re-
ported to be linked to an attack
on the Red Fort", and the new re-
port appears to directly pin the
blame on AQIS. According to
the 1267 Committee, JeM "has
had close ties" with Al-Qaida.
The Red Fort attack set a new
pattern of highly qualified pro-
fessionals getting involved di-
rectly contd. on page 3

US revokes over 600 visas in crackdown on birth tourism
Washington, The United
States has revoked more than
600 visas from foreign nation-
als as part of a new campaign
against birth tourism, the
State Department said on
Wednesday.

The department said it had
established a Birth Tourism
Prevention Task Force to iden-
tify visa holders who travelled
to the United States to give
birth and individuals who fa-
cilitated such travel.

The task force reviews the
activities and travel histories
of visa holders worldwide. It
also analyses information held
by the State Department, the
Department of Homeland
Security and other federal
agencies. Its work is aimed at
identifying birth tourism, re-
voking visas and dismantling
networks that profit from the
practice. "The Birth Tourism
task force has taken action by
revoking more than 600 visas

from foreign nationals across
the globe to safeguard our na-
tion from this abuse," the State
Department said in a fact
sheet. The department general-
ly revokes visas when it finds
indications of potential ineligi-
bility. Secretary of State Marco
Rubio has broad discretionary
authority to revoke visas, it
said. The move follows an exec-
utive order issued by President
Donald Trump on August 6.
The order defines birth
tourism as the entry of a for-
eign national on a non-immi-
grant visa for the purpose of
giving birth on American soil.
It also covers efforts to facili-
tate such travel.

The order authorises the
secretaries of state and home-
land security to prevent entry,
deny or revoke visas, remove
travellers and permanently
bar people found to have en-
gaged in birth tourism.
Humanitarian and national-in-

terest exemptions may be
granted.

The State Department said
facilitators had turned the
practice into a lucrative indus-
try. Some market themselves
as doulas, midwives or well-
ness advocates while advertis-
ing US birth services, visa
coaching and hospital arrange-
ments.

It said some operators forge
medical documents or coach
clients to hide their true pur-
pose of travel and avoid paying
hospital bills. Online advertise-
ments promise "automatic citi-
zenship" and "a future without
borders," according to the de-
partment.

Officials cited several cases
uncovered by consular offi-
cers.

One couple used a confer-
ence and a shopping holiday as
cover stories while travelling
to give birth to two children in
the United States. They lied

about their purpose in two sep-
arate visa applications and
concealed the existence of one
child during the second appli-
cation. Their visas were re-
voked.

In another case, a foreign
government official sought a
visa for a one-week official
visit. She instead remained in
the country for three months
and gave birth before leaving.
Her visa was revoked.

Another traveller said she
planned to holiday in Orlando.
She instead went to Los
Angeles and gave birth five
days after arriving. Her visa
was also revoked.

The 14th Amendment to the
US Constitution, ratified in
1868, provides that people born
or naturalised in the United
States and subject to its juris-
diction are US citizens. The
provision has long formed the
constitutional basis for
birthright citizenship.

New Delhi, The National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)
and Opposition members
blamed each other on the last
day of the Parliament's
Monsoon Session on
Thursday, over the "disrup-
tions" during the course of
the session.

The Monsoon session of
the Parliament witnessed a
deadlock between the Centre
and the Opposition, with the
latter repeatedly demanding
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah's presence in the House
and seeking a statement from
him on the police action
against students who partici-
pated in the July 20 protest
march.

Even as Home Minister
Shah said on Wednesday that
he was "ready to answer
everything", Lok Sabha
Leader of Opposition (LoP)
Rahul Gandhi said that the

Opposition was not interest-
ed in the Home Minister's
"imagination or lectures" and
added that the young genera-
tion wants to know who gave
orders to "shoot" at them.

According to Union
Education Minister Pralhad
Joshi, LoP Gandhi's "highly
irresponsible behaviour" was
the reason due to which pro-
ductive work could not take
place, aside from the Bills
that were eventually passed.

"It was solely due to the ego
of one individual (Rahul
Gandhi) that the entire ses-
sion was derailed; there was
no other reason for it but
sheer arrogance. They
(Congress) make demands,
and when those demands are
accepted, they run away," he
told IANS.

Pralhad Joshi accused
Rahul Gandhi of wanting to
run the Parliament in his

own way. Union Minister
Anupriya Patel accused the
Opposition of having a "nega-
tive approach". "The entire
country, 1.46 billion Indians,
has witnessed the
Opposition's attitude...They
have no intention whatsoever
of allowing the House to func-
tion. The entire Monsoon ses-
sion was lost to sloganeering
and disruptions," she told
IANS.

Minister of State Sukanta
Majumdar echoed, saying:
"Our Opposition has become
completely politically bank-
rupt and keeps changing its
goalposts. Earlier, they were
saying that they want a dis-
cussion (on the alleged police
brutality against protesters
during the July 20 Parliament
march). When we agreed to it,
the Opposition ran away from
the discussion." Minister of
State S. P. Singh Baghel also

blamed Rahul Gandhi, saying
that those who talk about sav-
ing the Constitution, "have
played the most irresponsible
role in this Monsoon
Session".

Telugu Desam Party MP
Krishna Prasad Tenneti
likened the Monsoon Session
to rainfall, saying: "Just like
rain and water, the session
flowed in the same way. I did
not see much benefit in it. It is
true that we have passed 15 or
more Bills, but how have the
Bills been passed? There was
on discussion on those."

First-time Rajya Sabha MP
and BJP leader Satish Poonia
expressed his disappointment
with the Monsoon Session.

"I came here for the first
time, and there was a sense of
excitement that I would par-
ticipate in Parliament, where
laws are made. I thought we
would contd. on page 3

NDA, Opposition exchange war of words over 
'disruptions' during Parliament's Monsoon session

Gen Alpha movement: How seven-hour
protest by Jharkhand schoolchildren led to

revocation of headmaster's transfer 
Garhwa (Jharkhand), A seven-
hour protest by schoolchildren
aged between 10 and 13 in
Jharkhand's Garhwa district on
Thursday drew widespread at-
tention, after they took to the
streets opposing the transfer of
their headmaster. The agitation
ended only after authorities re-
voked the transfer order and re-
instated him at the school.

The incident occurred at the
Government Plus Two High
School in Kandi block headquar-
ters. Headmaster Malay Kumar
Singh had been transferred on
Wednesday. As news of the
transfer spread, a large number
of students gathered outside the
school on Thursday and blocked
the Kandi-Bhawanathpur main
road, disrupting traffic for near-
ly seven hours, leading to long

queues of vehicles. Carrying
placards and banners, the stu-
dents raised slogans demanding
that the transfer be withdrawn.
Many onlookers were surprised
to see children so young leading
the protest.

Most of the demonstrators
were between 10 and 13 years
old, prompting social media
users to describe it as a "Gen
Alpha movement". The students
argued that significant improve-
ments had taken place in the
school's functioning since the
arrival of Headmaster Malay
Kumar Singh, and therefore he
should not be removed. The situ-
ation reportedly escalated when
Kandi Block Chief Satyendra
Pandey allegedly raised his
hand against a student during
the protest. Following this, the

agitated students surrounded
the local police station.

Enraged school children re-
sorted to stone-pelting, vandal-
ism, and scuffles. A police con-
stable, identified as Mohammad
Ashfaq Alam, sustained in-
juries. Protesters also attacked
the vehicle of Pandey, damaging
its windshield. However, Kandi
BDO Rakesh Sahay maintained
that no child had engaged in
stone-pelting. Meanwhile,
Pandey denied allegations that
he had assaulted any student,
claiming that anti-social ele-
ments involved in local politics
were responsible for the attack
on his vehicle. He said he had no
grievances against the children.

Following information about
the unrest, Police Sub-Inspector
Brij contd. on page 3

Bihar Police bans AK-47,
INSAS and SLRs use for law and

order, crowd control duties
Patna, The Bihar Police
Headquarters has issued fresh
instructions restricting the
use of highly lethal assault
weapons during law and order
and crowd control duties, po-
lice officials said on Thursday.

The move is aimed at reduc-
ing the use of excessive force
during protests and demon-
strations and strengthening
public-safety measures. Under
the directive, weapons such as
AK-47s, INSAS rifles and SLRs
will not be carried or used by
police personnel deployed for
routine crowd-control opera-
tions.

According to Sunil Kumar,
ADG (Police Headquarters),
the Director General of Police
Vinay Kumar has reiterated
the instructions to all
Superintendents of Police.

Automatic and assault
weapons are to be used only
during operations involving
organised crime, insurgency,
terrorism and other serious
criminal threats. ADG Sunil
Kumar said that a standing
order regarding the matter
was already in place and that
the state DGP had again direct-
ed district police chiefs to en-
sure strict compliance.

He also said the department
has previously taken discipli-
nary action against police per-
sonnel who used such
weapons without authorisa-
tion. The directive means that
police personnel assigned to
ordinary demonstrations,
protests and other routine law-
and-order situations will not
be permitted to carry these
highly lethal weapons. The ob-

jective is to ensure that crowd-
control measures remain pro-
portionate and that unneces-
sary use of force is avoided.
The new instructions come
amid the controversy sur-
rounding the July 25 student
protest incident in Siwan, dur-
ing which a Police Constable
allegedly opened fire.

ADG (Law and Order), K.S.
Anupam, said the Constable
had not received any order to
fire and had acted on his own.
He also clarified that the
Constable was not part of the
designated crowd-control team
and was suspended immedi-
ately after the incident. "There
was no order, and he fired at
his own discretion. He was not
even part of the crowd-control
team," Anupam added. The
issue contd. on page 3

Sukhbir Singh Badal attacked
by Nihang in Nanded,

security personnel also injured
Nanded (Maharashtra),
hiromani Akali Dal chief
and former Punjab
Deputy Chief Minister
Sukhbir Singh Badal was
injured in an attack at a
gurudwara in
Maharashtra's Nanded on
Thursday. According to
preliminary information, the inci-
dent took place when Badal visited
the Mata Sahib Gurdwara in the
Hazur Sahib area on the outskirts of
the city at around 11 a.m.

The Akali Dal chief was attacked
by a Nihang armed with a kirpan,
sources said, adding that the as-
sailant has been taken into custody
by the police. According to sources,
the attacker allegedly attempted to
stab Badal in the stomach. However,
security personnel intervened in
time and prevented the attacker from
causing more serious injuries. A

video recorded after the
incident showed Badal
walking with a saffron
cloth wrapped around
his right hand.
Following the attack,
Badal was rushed to a
private hospital in
Nanded for treatment. A

security personnel deployed for his
protection was also injured while try-
ing to prevent the assault. Earlier in
the day, he had visited Takht Sri
Hazur Sahib in Nanded along with
his family. His wife and Akali Dal MP
Harsimrat Kaur Badal was present
when the attack occurred.

Maharashtra Police confirmed to
IANS that the attack took place in-
side the gurdwara premises. A senior
police official stated that Badal sus-
tained an injury to his hand.
Preliminary reports indicate that he
may have contd. on page 3

New Delhi, The Monsoon Session
of Parliament, which concluded
on Thursday, was successful in
terms of legislative business but
remained unsatisfactory in terms
of productivity, Union
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju told the media.

Addressing the media after both
Houses were adjourned sine die,
Rijiju said, "We view the Monsoon
Session from two angles. In terms
of business, it was a very success-
ful session -- we passed a total of 12
bills. However, from the perspec-
tive of debate and discussion, it
was not as successful." "In the Lok
Sabha, only 19 per cent productivi-
ty was achieved, in relation to the
total time allotted. In the Rajya
Sabha, productivity stood at 39 per
cent as the Opposition parties cre-
ated ruckus and occasionally
staged walkouts," he added. The
Lower House saw debate only on
one Bill, pertaining to paper leaks

and their prevention. "The 'Public
Examinations (Prevention of
Unfair Means) Act' was passed
through both the Houses after due
deliberations and discussion," he
said.

A lot of political watchers and
constitutional experts have ex-
pressed considerable concern over
the passage of key legislations

without any debate or discussion,
with some MPs also raising alarm
over the gravity of the issue. The
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
held the Opposition responsible
for the washout of the Monsoon
Session and blamed it on the lat-
ter's disruption and derailment
tactics, accusing them of "running
away" from debate. Admitting that

the Monsoon Session didn't live up
to people's expectations, he said it
was the Opposition's conduct and
behaviour that led to constant
stalling and adjournments of both
the Houses. "This is the first time I
have seen the Opposition shying
away from debate. In a democracy,
they seek answers from the gov-
ernment, and the government is
bound to provide them. Yet, we
witnessed a scenario where the
government itself was forthcom-
ing on discussion, but the
Opposition kept making excuses
to avoid. This is not healthy for the
parliamentary democracy," he stat-
ed.

Further tearing into the
Opposition over its defiance, he
said the government and the min-
ister concerned offered to reply,
but they would neither participate
in debate nor would they listen to
the Minister's reply. Lamenting
the contd. on page 3

Parliament: 12 bills passed; 19 pc productivity
in LS, 39 pc in RS, says Kiren Rijiju
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Digital Currency-based DBT transfer under PM's food subsidy
scheme to be launched in Chandigarh, Dadra & Nagar Haveli
New Delhi, The Centre will
launch the Central Bank
Digital Currency (CBDC)-
based Direct Benefit
Transfer (DBT) under the
Pradhan Mantri Garib
Kalyan Anna Yojana
(PMGKAY) in the Union
Territories of Chandigarh
and Dadra &amp; Nagar
Haveli on August 14, a day
ahead of Independence Day,
according to an official state-
ment issued on Wednesday.

Under the CBDC-based
DBT model, eligible
PMGKAY beneficiaries will
receive their food subsidy di-
rectly into their CBDC wal-
lets instead of conventional
bank account transfers. The

subsidy can then be used to
purchase foodgrains from
empanelled merchants
through a secure, traceable
and real-time digital pay-
ment mechanism, the state-
ment said.

Union Consumer Affairs,
Food, and Public
Distribution Minister
Pralhad Joshi, Punjab
Governor and Chandigarh
Administrator Gulab Chand
Kataria, and Union
Agriculture Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan will be pres-
ent at the event along with
senior officials.

Chandigarh and Dadra
&amp; Nagar Haveli are set
to become the first Union

Territories in the country to
operationalise food subsidy
transfers to all eligible
PMGKAY beneficiaries in
the form of programmable
Central Bank Digital
Currency (CBDC - Digital
Rupee) tokens directly into
their CBDC wallets.

Building on earlier pilot
implementations in
Puducherry and Gujarat, the
rollout marks complete digi-
tal adoption and saturation
of all eligible beneficiaries
across the targeted Union
Territories.

The launch of CBDC-
based DBT under PMGKAY
marks a significant mile-
stone in India's journey to-

wards building a modern,
transparent and technology-
driven welfare delivery
ecosystem.

The CBDC-enabled DBT
model seeks to ensure trans-
parent and end-to-end trace-
able delivery of public funds,
while reducing leakages, di-
version and cash handling
associated with traditional
subsidy delivery mecha-
nisms. It will also facilitate
instant and secure transfer of
benefits to beneficiaries and
promote financial inclusion
through simple wallet-based
transactions.

The initiative will further
strengthen accountability
and real-time monitoring of

subsidy utilisation and
demonstrate the potential of
the Digital Rupee for future
payment systems, the state-
ment said.

The rollout is envisaged as
a proof of concept for the na-
tion and a scalable template
for adoption by other states
and Union Territories. It is
expected to provide valuable
operational experience re-
garding the integration of
CBDC with welfare schemes
and support the
Government's vision of
strengthening Digital Public
Infrastructure and delivering
citizen-centric services
through innovative technolo-
gies, the statement added.

ISRO taking steps to tackle
space debris, rising satellite

congestion: Dr Jitendra Singh

FSSAI suspends licences of AB Enterprise,
Zaiqaa Organixs, Narayani Foods over

misleading claims, hygiene lapses

China completes world's largest fusion
magnet, moves closer to artificial Sun

New Delhi, The Food
Safety and Standards
Authority of India
(FSSAI) on Thursday
said that it suspended
the licences of three
food business operators,
citing misleading
claims, unhygienic man-
ufacturing conditions
and serious food safety
violations that could
pose risks to public
health. Taking to the so-
cial media platform X,
the regulator said li-
cences of A.B.
Enterprise in
Meghalaya, Zaiqaa
Organixs (OPC) Private
Limited and Narayani
Foods and Beverages in
Odisha had been sus-
pended with immediate
effect following inspec-
tions and regulatory
proceedings.

In the case of A.B.
Enterprise, FSSAI said
the company was found
making health benefit
claims on product labels
and promotional materi-
al in violation of the
Food Safety and
Standards (Advertising
and Claims)
Regulations, 2018. The
authority also found
that food business activ-
ities were being carried
out without the required
manufacturing endorse-
ment in its FSSAI li-
cence.

According to FSSAI,
an improvement notice
and subsequent person-

al hearing were issued,
providing the firm an
opportunity to present
its case. However, no
reply or further commu-
nication was received
from the food business
operator.

"The violations were
found to be serious in
nature and the claims
had the potential to mis-
lead and influence con-
sumer behaviour," the
regulator said, directing
the firm to stop all food
business activities until
further orders.

In a separate action,
Zaiqaa Organixs (OPC)
Private Limited had its
licence suspended after
FSSAI reported exten-
sive hygiene and sanita-
tion deficiencies at its
facility.The inspection
found food being manu-
factured, packed and
stored under unhygienic
conditions, poor house-
keeping, pest-control
concerns, rusted equip-
ment, improper storage
of raw materials and
finished products and
inadequate process con-
trols.

The regulator also
said labels carrying key
details such as manufac-
turing dates, batch num-
bers and use-by dates
were missing on certain
materials and prod-
ucts.FSSAI noted that
the unit scored only 12
per cent (10 out of 90) in
its compliance assess-

ment, falling under the
non-Compliance catego-
ry."The presence of
physical, chemical and
biological hazards in
food to an extent that
poses serious public-
health risks may render
the food unsafe," the au-
thority said while order-
ing suspension of the li-
cence forthwith in the
interest of public
health.Additionally, the
regulator also suspend-
ed the licence of
Narayani Foods and
Beverages, citing gross-
ly unhygienic process-
ing conditions and sig-
nificant shortcomings
in its food safety man-
agement system.

During inspection,
FSSAI found poor sanita-
tion, pest-entry points,
algae contamination
near water facilities, flies
and cobwebs in process-
ing and storage areas,
corroded equipment, im-
proper storage of fin-
ished goods, accumula-
tion of waste materials
in food-handling areas
and inadequate record-
keeping.

The authority further
observed the absence of
key food-safety training
records and documenta-
tion related to retained
c o n t r o l
samples.Narayani Foods
and Beverages received a
compliance score of 25
per cent (20 out of 80),
which also fell within the
non-compliance catego-
ry."In view of the severe
non-compliance with
mandatory sanitary and
hygienic requirements
and the consequential
food-safety risk, the li-
cence has been suspend-
ed with immediate effect
in the interest of public
health and food safety,"
FSSAI said.(agencies)

New Delhi, Indian Space
Research Organisation is
confronting proliferation of
Low Earth Orbit satellite
constellations and accumu-
lation of space debris, and is
taking steps for mitigation
and prevention, the
Parliament was informed on
Thursday. ISRO's 'Debris
Free Space Mission' will play
a key role in safeguarding
space assets and limiting fur-
ther generation of debris
through Active Debris
Removal (ADR) and other
means, MoS Science &amp;
Technology Dr Jitendra
Singh said in Rajya Sabha.

Internet satellite constel-
lations, often comprising
thousands of satellites, raise
collision risks in orbital re-
gions and some satellites
may fail on orbit and be un-

able to manoeuvre to
a v o i d
collisions.Highlighting
India's institutional en-
gagement on space debris
monitoring and mitiga-
tion, Dr. Singh informed
that the Inter-Agency
Space Debris
Coordination Committee
(IADC) is considered the
most recognised body deal-
ing with space debris moni-
toring and mitigation mat-
ters, in which ISRO has been
a member since 1996.

The minister noted that
small untraceable debris
poses an additional risk, as
such debris cannot be avoid-
ed through collision avoid-
ance or adequately shielded
against. An impact can
cause mission-ending dam-
age, rendering a satellite

non-functional and generat-
ing further debris.The
Debris Free Space Mission
initiative, spearheaded by
ISRO, is a proactive step to-
wards implementing guide-
lines on end-of-life disposal
of satellites.

Dr. Singh said the Indian
Space Policy mandates adop-
tion of internationally recog-
nised guidelines on space de-
bris mitigation, including
measures relating to end-of-
life disposal, in the Indian
space programme.The

Minister also stated
that the Norms,
Guidelines and
Procedures released by
IN-SPACe in 2024 en-
courage all Indian
space actors to adopt
adequate post-mission
disposal measures or

ensure that their space assets
have very limited orbital life
through natural orbital
decay.United Nations
Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space (UN-
COPUOS) addresses space
debris mitigation and long-
term sustainability matters,
including the safety of space
operations.India is repre-
sented in international fora
dealing with space debris, in-
cluding the IADC, UN
Scientific and Technical
Subcommittee (UN-STSC)

Working Group on Long-
Term Sustainability and
Expert Group on Space
Situational Awareness
(SSA).Dr. Singh said that
IADC members regularly de-
liberate on space debris-relat-
ed matters and revise space
debris mitigation guidelines
in response to the evolving
space debris environment.

The minister stressed in-
ternational collaboration
and data sharing for com-
prehensive Space
Situational Awareness and
l o n g - t e r m
sustainability.Further, self-re-
liance through indigenous ca-
pacity building for space ob-
ject monitoring will be pur-
sued along with innovative
measures and R&amp;D to ad-
dress emerging challenges, he
added.(agencies)

What is Moon Base programme? NASA
invites ISRO to join lunar mission

N 
ational Aeronautics
and Space
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
(NASA) has invited

the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) to join the Moon
Base programme, building on the two
countries' partnership under the
Artemis Accords.

The formal invitation was made to
ISRO during the recently held India-
U.S. Civil Space Joint Working Group
(CSJWG) in Bengaluru.

The meeting was held between
August 5 and August 6.

During the meeting, Dr. V.
Narayanan, Chairman, ISRO/
Secretary, Department of Space and
Sergio Gor, the U.S. Ambassador to
India addressed the opening segment
and highlighted the significance of
further strengthening the bilateral
space cooperation.

"The meeting advanced civil and
commercial space cooperation under
the U.S.-India Transforming the
Relationship Utilizing Strategic

Technology (TRUST) Initiative, in line
with the February 2025 Joint Leaders'
Statement issued by Prime Minister
Modi and President Trump," read a
statement issued by the US Embassy
to India.

Both sides discussed expanding co-
operation following the successful
launch of the joint NASA-ISRO
Synthetic Aperture Radar (NISAR)
mission last year, as well as pursuing
future science and human space flight
technology collaborations.

As per the statement, they reaf-
firmed their commitment to advanc-
ing the United Nations Committee on
the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space

(COPUOS) guidelines on the long-term
sustainability of outer space activi-
ties, as well as reviewed ongoing mul-
tilateral efforts for ensuring the
Committee's effectiveness.

On the invitation sent to ISRO, the
statement said: "NASA invited ISRO to
join its Moon Base program, building
on the two countries' partnership
under the Artemis Accords. The two
sides also agreed to advance discus-
sions for cooperation on open scientif-
ic data sharing under the Accords."

What is Moon Base programme?
According to NASA's website, the

Moon Base is humanity's first lunar
outpost, a place where astronauts
will live, work, and explore near the
Moon's South Pole.

Through a series of crewed and
uncrewed missions, NASA and its
partners will build the infrastruc-
ture needed to support an enduring
human presence on the lunar sur-
face while advancing science, tech-
nology, and exploration for the bene-
fit of all.(agencies)

Daily glass of 100% fruit juice could help
lower depression scores, new study finds

People who drink a glass of 100%
fruit  juice or a smoothie each day
as part of the UK's 5-a-day healthy
eating guidance may experience
improvements in mental wellbeing,
according to new research from
Newcastle University.

In a randomised controlled trial,
adults with low fruit and vegetable
intake were given support to in-
crease their daily consumption,
with some participants adding a
glass of fruit juice or a smoothie to
their diet to help meet the 5-a-day
recommendation.

After four weeks, both groups
had successfully increased their
fruit and vegetable intake.
However, participants who includ-
ed fruit juice or smoothies in their
diet reported a reduction in depres-
sion scores.

The findings, which have been
peer-reviewed and published in the
British Journal of Nutrition, add
to growing evidence that simple di-
etary changes may support mental

wellbeing. The study was funded by
the Fruit Juice Science Centre.

Dr Courtney Neal, who complet-
ed the study while at Newcastle
University and is now at the
University of Liverpool, said:
"While most people know eating 5-
a-day can be good for your health,
many people struggle to."

"Our trial showed that when peo-
ple with low fruit and vegetable in-
take were provided with targeted fi-
nancial and educational support to
address common barriers to eating
5-a-day, they were able to make
meaningful changes to their diet.
We found that simple, cost-effective
solutions, like drinking a small
glass of 100% fruit juice or a
smoothie daily, could help people
reach their 5-a-day, with potential
benefits for mental wellbeing,"
Neal said.

Hitting the targets
Eating the recommended

amount of whole fruits and vegeta-

bles is associated with a lower risk
of chronic disease and better long-
term health. However, fewer than
one in five (17%) UK adults and one
in 10 teenagers currently meet the
recommended 5-a-day target.

In the four-week trial, all partici-
pants were consuming two or fewer
portions of fruit and vegetables per
day at the beginning of the study.
They were then given support to in-
crease their intake to five portions
a day.

One group was instructed to
consume whole fruits and vegeta-
bles only, while the other consumed
whole fruits and vegetables along
with one daily glass of fruit juice or
a smoothie.The researchers as-
sessed changes in participants'

mood using validated question-
naires measuring anxiety and de-
pression. The group that consumed
fruit juice or smoothies alongside
whole fruits and vegetables record-
ed lower depression scores than the
control group.The scores were 2.52
points lower on a 27-point scale,
representing a modest but statisti-
cally significant difference.

Both intervention groups were
estimated to have increased their
fibre intake by 8-10 grams per day,
based on dietary recalls completed
during the study. This suggested
that consuming juice did not pre-
vent participants from increasing
their intake of other fibre-rich
fruits and vegetables.

Despite ongoing concerns about
sugar content, the study, which in-
volved 42 participants, found no ad-
verse effects on metabolic health
markers after four weeks among
those who consumed fruit juice or
smoothies as part of the interven-
tion.Dr Oliver Shannon, Lecturer

in Nutrition and Ageing at
Newcastle University and one of
the study's senior authors, said:
"Given the ongoing cost of living
pressures in the UK, the price of
fresh produce is often a barrier for
people trying to eat more fruit and
vegetables."Our study shows that
drinking a daily glass of fruit juice
or a smoothie could be part of the
solution and help people reach 5-a-
day fruit and vegetable targets."

He added that the finding of
lower depression scores among
fruit juice consumers was "promis-
ing" and warranted further re-
search, particularly among people
experiencing poor mental wellbe-
ing."It backs up studies which re-
port improved brain blood flow and
cognitive function after people
drink citrus  juices. Simple dietary
changes-like increasing fruit in-
take, including through a daily
glass of juice-could play a role in
supporting mental wellbeing,"
Shannon said. (agencies)

C 
hina has reached a
significant milestone
in its quest to develop
an artificial Sun after
completing and test-

ing the world's largest superconducting
fusion magnet, a crucial component for
generating clean, virtually limitless  en-
ergy through  nuclear fusion.

Geographic Reference
The achievement represents an im-

portant step in China's long-term strate-
gy to produce electricity from fusion
power by around 2030, reinforcing its po-
sition in the global race to unlock one of
science's most promising carbon-free en-
ergy technologies.

The magnet was developed by the
Institute of Plasma Physics under the
Chinese Academy of Sciences and has
now been formally accepted following
testing.

The giant D-shaped structure meas-
ures 21 metres in length, 12 metres in
width and weighs an enormous 582
tonnes.

What is an artificial Sun?
An artificial Sun is a nuclear fusion

reactor designed to recreate the same
process that powers the Sun.

Instead of burning fuel, fusion reac-
tors combine hydrogen atoms at temper-
atures exceeding 100 million degrees
Celsius, releasing vast amounts of ener-
gy without emitting carbon dioxide.

Scientists believe the technology
could eventually provide a clean, safe
and virtually inexhaustible source of
electricity.

Record-breaking magnet designed for
fusion reactors

Researchers said the newly completed
superconducting magnet is the largest

ever built for a fusion reactor.
According to the research team, it has

1.3 times the volume and stores three
times more energy than comparable
magnets developed for the International
Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor
(ITER), the world's largest international
fusion research project.

Its primary role is to generate an ex-
ceptionally powerful magnetic field ca-
pable of containing plasma-a superheat-
ed gas reaching temperatures of around
100 million degrees Celsius-inside the re-
actor without allowing it to come into
contact with the reactor walls.

Alongside the giant toroidal magnet,
researchers also successfully tested a
high-temperature superconducting cen-
tral solenoid coil, widely regarded as the
heart of a fusion reactor.

Comparable to the spark plug in a car
engine, the coil helps ignite and sustain
the plasma required for nuclear fusion.

Built entirely with domestic
technology

China says both the superconducting
magnet and the central solenoid coil
were developed entirely using domestic
materials and manufacturing capabili-
ties, reducing reliance on foreign suppli-
ers for critical fusion technologies.

The six-year research programme
has produced 47 patents and established
25 industry standards, according to the
development team.

Constructing the magnet demanded
exceptional engineering precision.

It has been designed to operate reli-
ably for around 60 years at temperatures
approaching minus 269 degrees Celsius
while carrying extremely high electrical
currents and enduring intense radiation
as well as mechanical stress.

Engineers also reduced electrical re-

sistance at key joints to almost zero, al-
lowing electrical currents exceeding
100,000 amperes to pass through with
virtually no energy loss-a requirement
considered essential for future commer-
cial fusion reactors.

Breakthrough builds on ear-
lier fusion success

The latest development follows anoth-
er major achievement in China's fusion
research programme.

Earlier this year, the Experimental
Advanced Superconducting Tokamak
(EAST), commonly known as China's ar-
tificial Sun, established a world record
by sustaining plasma at 100 million de-
grees Celsius for 1,066 seconds.

Researchers said the milestone
demonstrated an unprecedented ability
to maintain the extreme conditions
needed for nuclear fusion over extended
periods.

China targets fusion power
by 2030

China has outlined a three-stage
roadmap to commercialise fusion ener-
gy.

The Burning Plasma Experimental
Superconducting Tokamak is expected
to be completed by the end of 2027,
paving the way for the country's first fu-
sion-based electricity generation around
2030.

The long-term objective is to develop
the China Fusion Engineering
Demonstration Reactor, which could be-
come the world's first fusion demonstra-
tion power station.

Challenges remain before
commercial fusion

Despite the breakthrough, re-
searchers acknowledge that consider-
able work remains before fusion energy
becomes commercially viable.

The project must still progress
through full reactor assembly, extensive
long-term testing and demonstrate that
the technology can consistently produce
more  energy than it consumes.

Nevertheless, scientists believe each
engineering advance brings  nuclear fu-
sion closer to becoming a practical
source of virtually unlimited, zero-car-
bon  electricity, with the potential to re-
shape the future of global energy gener-
ation.(agencies)

UPI sustainability: Govt weighs MDR on
select transactions, tiered incentive plan

New Delhi, The government is considering restoring the merchant dis-
count rate (MDR) on certain high-value UPI transactions or introducing a
tiered incentive structure to gradually reduce government support for the
digital payments ecosystem, the Finance Ministry has told a
Parliamentary panel.

In a reply to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Finance, the
Department of Financial Services (DFS) has said that it was examining
the two options in view of the sustainability of the Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) ecosystem and the burden on the government excheq-
uer.The department is examining the feasibility of restoring MDR for
certain high-threshold transactions or merchants and a tiered incentive
structure that would phase out government support over the next few
years.On Wednesday, the panel -- in its report tabled -- noted that the gov-
ernment has allocated Rs 2,000 crore to incentivise UPI transactions and
compensate for losses arising from zero-MDR transactions, compared
with the industry's estimated operational cost of Rs 20,700 crore.The
committee said inadequate compensation could affect critical invest-
ments in cybersecurity, fraud prevention and payment network infra-
structure.UPI transactions have carried zero MDR since January 2020,
when the government abolished the charge to accelerate digital pay-
ments and encourage a shift from cash to electronic transactions.Before
that, an MDR of up to 0.30 per cent applied to UPI merchant transac-
tions.In addition, the committee said UPI is expected to process as many
as 150 billion transactions a month and add 600 million new users.It also
noted that the current government incentive covers around 11 per cent
of the industry's actual costs and 14 per cent of potential MDR collec-
tions.However, the Parliament recently passed the Taxation and Other
Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026 which amended the Payment and
Settlement Systems Act, 2007, allowing the government to specify elec-
tronic payment modes that may continue to receive statutory protection
from charges. The government has not yet permitted the levy of MDR
on UPI transactions.(agencies)
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Parliament: 12 ...
Congress party's disruptive behav-

iour, Rijiju said that he genuinely felt
sorry for the grand old party MPs, par-
ticularly for the new ones, who failed to
find an opportunity to speak and rather
became 'victims' of the uproar created
by their own party.

He said that Congress has adopted a
mindset under which the members see
their role as waking up early, grabbing a
pillow, heading to the Parliament com-
plex, and engaging in name-calling and
sloganeering.

He said that it was to be seen that the
grand old party MPs have been reduced
to raising slogans, waving placards and
creating ruckus and hoped that the atti-
tude would change when the Parliament
meets again for the Winter
Session.(agencies)

NDA, Opposition ...
listen to both the ruling party and the

Opposition and learn a lot of things. But
it was disappointing that the entire ses-
sion was lost due to the policies of the

Congress," he said.
Meanwhile, Rashtriya Janata Dal MP

Sanjay Yadav hit back at the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), saying that the
Monsoon session of Parliament has
been washed away because of the "sins
of the BJP".

"After all that the BJP has done in the
country, Parliament's Monsoon session
has suffered due to that. If this situation
continues, where will issues concerning
farmers, students, and the corruption
prevalent in the country be discussed?"
he asked.

Congress MP Deepender Hooda ac-
cused the Union government of "com-
pletely running away" from its responsi-
bilities.

"The government has neither demon-
strated accountability nor accepted re-
sponsibility regarding the hardships,
difficulties, and burning issues facing
the people today -- be it inflation, record-
breaking unemployment, the use of pel-
let guns against students, the NEET
paper leak, the entire E20 fuel issue, etc.
There has been absolutely no response

from the government on any of these
matters, which are of vital concern to
the public," he told reporters outside the
Parliament House.

Samajwadi Party (SP) MP
Dharmendra Yadav lashed out at the
BJP-led Centre for not raising the issue
of alleged misappropriation of dona-
tions made at Ayodhya's Ram Temple,
despite repeated submission of notices
by the party.

"From the day the session started,
from the all-party meeting on July 19
until today, we have submitted notices
under every possible rule and through
every possible Parliamentary procedure
to raise the issue. Despite this, the gov-
ernment has not had the courage to dis-
cuss the issue of donation theft," he told
IANS.

While holding the Union government
accountable for "delay" in responding
over the alleged police action during
July 20 protest march, Shiv Sena-UBT
MP Anil Desai said: "The ordinary peo-

ple of India who pay their taxes and
question the expenditure incurred here
are right to raise these concerns."(agen-
cies)

Gen Alpha movement: ...
Kumar, Garhwa SDPO Dilu Lohara,

and BDO Sahay reached the spot and at-
tempted to persuade the students and
other protesters to end the blockade.

After seven hours of demonstrations,
the district administration finally is-
sued an official order reinstating
Headmaster Malay Kumar Singh at the
Kandi school.

Soon after the reinstatement letter
was received, the students withdrew
their protest and traffic movement on
the road returned to normal.(agencies)

Sukhbir Singh ...
suffered injuries to other areas as

well. Officials said that Badal's injuries
are not life-threatening. He has received
stitches on his hand and is currently un-

dergoing treatment at a private hospital
in Nanded. Inspector Santosh Kendre,
who was deployed on special security
duty, was also injured during the attack.

Police have confirmed that one attack-
er has been detained and further investi-
gation is underway.

Badal had arrived in Nanded from
Punjab.

This is not the first attack on the
Akali Dal leader. On December 4, 2024,
he survived an assassination attempt
outside the Golden Temple in Amritsar.
He escaped unharmed, while the gun-
man was quickly overpowered and ar-
rested.

At the time, Badal was performing 'se-
wadar' duties at the Golden Temple after
the Akal Takht had pronounced
'tankhah' (religious punishment) on him
and several other Akali Dal leaders for
alleged mistakes committed during the
party's rule in Punjab between 2007 and
2017.(agencies)

Bihar Police ...
has become a major political flash-

point in Bihar.
Bihar's Leader of the Opposition and

Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) leader
Tejashwi Yadav has repeatedly demand-
ed accountability over the police action
against protesting students.

The RJD has announced an August 19
Raj Bhavan March in Patna over the in-
cident, with Tejashwi likely to lead
party MLAs, MLCs and workers.(agen-
cies)

NSC terrorism ...
in terrorism in India, as seen in the

arrest of at least four doctors who were
charged with involvement in the terror
attack.

The suicide-bomber, who drove the
explosive-laden car, was Umar-un-Nabi,
an assistant professor of general medi-
cine at a university in Faridabad.

The report included Tehrik-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) attacks in Pakistan, and
it said that it was restructuring and cre-
ating a new division for Kashmir and
the division of Gilgit, which is under
Pakistani occupation. (agencies)

Contd. from page 1

Raipur, (VW) Eleven police of-
ficers and personnel from
Chhattisgarh will receive the
President's Police Medal for
Distinguished and
Meritorious Service during
the main Independence Day
function in Raipur on 15
August.

Chief Minister Vishnu Deo
Sai will present the medals,
which were announced by
President Droupadi Murmu
on Republic Day on 26 January,
to the recipients at the state-
level event.

Assistant Sub-Inspector
Ramavatar Singh Rajput, post-
ed at Rakshit Kendra in

Dhamtari district, will receive
the President's Medal for
Distinguished Service.

Ten personnel will be con-
ferred the President's Medal
for Meritorious Service:
Inspector General of Police
Ramgopal Garg (Bilaspur
Range); Senior
Superintendent of Police
Shashimohan Singh
(Raigarh); Superintendent of
Police Shweta Shrivastava
Sinha (Raipur Rural);
Superintendent of Police
Rajshree Mishra (ATS, Police
Headquarters, Raipur);
Deputy Commandant Nivedita
Pal (6th Battalion, Raigarh);

Commandant Manisha
Thakur Raote (20th Battalion,
Mahasamund); Additional
Deputy Commissioner of
Police Tarakeshwar Patel
(Central Police Zone, Raipur);
Additional Superintendent of
Police Unaiza Khatoon Ansari
(Police Headquarters, Raipur);
Assistant Platoon Commander
Jayalal Markam (1st Battalion,
Bhilai); and Platoon
Commander Hazari Lal Sahu
(20th Battalion,
Mahasamund).

The awards recognise dis-
tinguished and meritorious
service rendered by the police
force across the state.

11 Chhattisgarh cops to get President's
medals on Independence Day

Raipur, (VW) The Chhattisgarh Industry
Dialogue on Green Steel, organised by the
state government in association with the
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII), con-
cluded here on Thursday with investment
commitments worth ̀ 13,840 crore.

Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai, who at-
tended the event as the chief guest, said the
projects are projected to generate 10,921 di-
rect and indirect employment opportuni-
ties across the state.

Addressing the gathering, the Chief
Minister urged industrial leaders to focus
on downstream and specialty steel manu-
facturing within Chhattisgarh, emphasiz-
ing that local value addition in auto compo-
nents, engineering goods, railways, defence,

and solar equipment will drive direct job
creation.

Highlighting the global transition to-
wards decarbonisation, Sai noted that

Chhattisgarh is leading green steel adop-
tion backed by its power surplus of over
26,000 MW and competitive industrial tar-
iffs. The event highlights a broader econom-

ic momentum in the state, which has se-
cured nearly `8 lakh crore in investment
proposals over the past 18 months under the
Industrial Development Policy 2024-30
across AI, data centres, semiconductors,
pharmaceuticals, textiles, and agro-pro-
cessing.

Investor confidence has been further bol-
stered by the state's Ease of Doing Business
Act and its top rank among major states in
Regulatory Ease in the CRISIL-NITI Aayog
Investment Friendliness Index 2026.
Industrial expansion is also moving beyond
the traditional Raipur-Bhilai belt with four
new industrial parks sanctioned in
Rajnandgaon, Dhamtari, Janjgir-Champa,
and Bastar districts.

Chhattisgarh Green Steel Dialogue draws
`13,840-cr investment, to create 10,921 jobs

Raipur, (VW) The
Chhattisgarh government is set
to release 100 convicted prison-
ers across five central jails in
the state as part of the upcom-
ing Independence Day celebra-
tions, following their good con-
duct and disciplined behaviour
during incarceration.

On Thursday, nine prisoners
were freed from the Raipur
Central Jail in the first phase of
this state government initia-
tive. Stepping outside the
prison gates, the former in-
mates carried copies of the
Shrimad Bhagavad Gita and ex-
pressed their resolve to reinte-
grate into society and lead pro-

ductive lives. Bilaspur Central
Jail accounts for the highest
share of releases with 48 in-
mates, followed by Raipur
Central Jail with 20, Durg
Central Jail with 16, Jagdalpur
Central Jail with nine, and
Ambikapur Central Jail with
eight. Administrative formali-
ties to release the remaining eli-
gible prisoners are expected to
be completed before August 15.

The initiative aims to offer a
fresh start to convicts who have
demonstrated exemplary con-
duct, enabling them to rebuild
their lives with their families
after serving their mandatory
sentences.

100 convicted prisoners in
Chhattisgarh jails set for
Independence Day release Raipur, (VW) Chhattisgarh Deputy Chief

Minister Arun Sao on Thursday slammed for-
mer Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel for his
controversial remarks targeting Prime
Minister Narendra Modi during a Hareli Tihar
event, calling the language unfortunate and
contrary to democratic decorum. Sao accused
Baghel and the Congress of adopting double
standards on student issues, pointing to alleged
police action against students in Congress-
backed Jharkhand, while alleging that the
party was trying to create confusion in the
country.

The row erupted after Baghel, speaking at a
Hareli Tihar event at his residence on
Wednesday, targeted the central and state gov-
ernments while referencing a social media post
using the phrase "56-inch little monkey, Bal
Narendra" to critique the ruling BJP. Targeting
the Congress over its opposition to
Enforcement Directorate (ED) actions, Sao

claimed that the agency's probe had exposed al-
leged corruption exceeding `3,000 crore in the
state, accusing the opposition party of shield-
ing the accused.

On the long-pending Raipur skywalk
project, the Deputy Chief Minister blamed
the previous Congress administration for
stalling the work, assuring that the present
government remains committed to complet-
ing the public infrastructure project.
Referring to the Congress demand for the re-
lease of tribals allegedly implicated in cases
during the Naxal conflict, Sao said the state
government was actively reviewing such
cases to ensure fair examination and resolu-
tion. On infrastructure development, Sao
stated that the Public Works Department is
completing tender processes during the
monsoon so that extensive road construc-
tion, repairs, and building works can pick up
pace immediately after the rains.

Politics heats up over
Baghel's remarks on PM

Modi, Sao hits back
Raipur, (VW) The First Fast
Track Special Court (POCSO) in
Raipur sentenced a 29-year-old
man to 20 years of rigorous impris-
onment for raping a 15-year-old girl
in the Saddu area of the city.
Additional Sessions Judge
Achhelal Kachhi pronounced the
verdict on 11 August against the
convict, identified as Raju Sen
alias Khada Raju alias Raymond.

According to the prosecution,
the incident took place on 12
January 2026, when the minor was
returning from her maternal
grandmother's house. Near Seva
Bharati Matru Chhaya, close to
Vivekananda Stadium, the accused
and an associate intercepted the
victim in a vehicle (CG-04-QR-5864)
under the pretext of taking her to

an acquaintance. Instead, the ac-
cused took the victim to his house
in Saddu, where he sexually as-
saulted her and turned off her mo-
bile phone. The victim managed to
escape the following morning,
reached home, and narrated her
ordeal to her mother, who subse-
quently lodged a complaint at the
Saraswati Nagar police station on
13 January.

Special Public Prosecutor
Daleshwar Prasad Sahu represent-
ed the state during the trial. Based
on evidence and testimonies pre-
sented, the court held the accused
guilty under relevant provisions of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023,
and Section 4 of the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act, 2012.

Raipur fast-track court
gives 20-year jail term to

man for raping minor girl

Foreign gold worth ̀ 1.96
crore seized from

Duronto Express, 2 held
Raipur, (VW) In a joint operation, the Railway
Protection Force (RPF) Crime Branch teams of
Raipur and Nagpur, alongside the Directorate
of Revenue Intelligence (DRI), Nagpur, seized
foreign-origin gold worth `1.96 crore from the
Howrah-Mumbai Duronto Express and arrest-
ed two suspects.

Acting on a specific tip-off received by the
RPF Crime Branch, Nagpur, a joint team inter-
cepted two suspicious passengers traveling in
coach B-12 of train number 12262 between
Bhandara and Nagpur stations. A search led to
the recovery of seven gold biscuits and one
gold rod, weighing 1.242 kg, valued at
`1,96,34,307. The RPF handed over the suspects
and the contraband to the DRI, Nagpur, for fur-
ther investigation. The DRI has registered a
case under Section 135 of the Customs Act,
1962, and is interrogating the duo to uncover
potential links to a larger international smug-
gling network.

Bemetara, (VW) An elderly
couple was allegedly mur-
dered by unknown as-
sailants in Kamkavada vil-
lage under the Parpodi po-
lice station limits of
Bemetara district, spreading
panic across the area.

The deceased have been
identified as Baliram Sahu,
60, and his wife. On receiv-
ing information from local
residents, a police team ar-
rived at the crime scene and
recovered the blood-soaked
bodies before sending them

for a post-mortem examina-
tion.

Forensic teams and dog
squads were deployed to
gather crucial evidence from
the site. Officers are ques-
tioning locals and relatives
to establish the motive be-
hind the double murder and
track down the culprits.

Police said an investiga-
tion is underway from all an-
gles, including personal en-
mity and robbery, to identify
and arrest the perpetrators
at the earliest.

Chhattisgarh HC dismisses
Mokshit Corporation 

plea against ED's 
`80.36-cr asset attachment

Bilaspur, (VW) The Chhattisgarh High Court has dismissed a
writ petition filed by Mokshit Corporation and others challenging
the Enforcement Directorate's (ED) provisional attachment of as-
sets worth `80.36 crore under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA). A single-judge bench of Justice Bibhu
Datta Guru ruled that the PMLA provides an alternative statuto-
ry remedy to challenge attachment orders, stating that a writ peti-
tion cannot be entertained directly before the High Court unless
exceptional circumstances exist.

The ED had issued the provisional attachment order on 13
March 2026 under Section 5(1) of the PMLA, attaching 46 movable
and immovable properties of Mokshit Corporation, a firm in-
volved in supplying medical equipment and consumables to the
Chhattisgarh Medical Services Corporation Limited. The peti-
tioners had argued that the ED erred in treating profits earned
through legitimate tender-based business as proceeds of crime.
However, dismissing the plea, the High Court held that the validi-
ty of the attachment must be examined by the designated
Adjudicating Authority under the PMLA, granting liberty to the
petitioners to raise all factual and legal arguments before the
competent authority.

14-year-old boy drowns
in Arpa river in Bilaspur

Bilaspur, (VW) A 14-year-old boy drowned in the Arpa river
near Jadapara under Sarkanda police station limits on
Thursday afternoon while bathing with his friends.

The deceased, identified as Saurabh, son of daily-wage
labourer Jeevan Dhuri and resident of Jabdapara, had gone to
the river with a group of four to five friends around noon.

According to police, Saurabh ventured into a deep stretch of
the river and started drowning. Though his friends tried to
save him, they could not pull him out and immediately raised
an alarm, alerting nearby locals and his family.

A team from Sarkanda police station reached the spot and
summoned the State Disaster Response Force (SDRF) due to
the river's depth. Following a two-hour search operation,
SDRF divers retrieved Saurabh's body at around 2 PM.

Police have sent the body for a post-mortem examination
and registered a case of accidental death. The body will be
handed over to the family following completion of formal pro-
cedures.

Elderly couple hacked
to death in Bemetara,

panic in village
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Patna, The Bihar Government has an-
nounced financial assistance and a gov-
ernment job for a family member of late
Bharat Tiwari, following the submission
of an interim report by the judicial in-
quiry commission investigating his
death in a police encounter. Chief
Minister Samrat Choudhary announced
the decision through his official social
media account, stating that the
Government would assist the bereaved
family based on the commission's inter-
im findings. Samrat Choudhary said the
judicial inquiry commission, constituted
to examine the circumstances surround-
ing the incident, had submitted its inter-
im report.

Based on the facts and recommenda-
tions contained in the report, the state
Government has decided to provide fi-
nancial assistance to Bharat Tiwari's
family. The Government will also provide
a government job to an eligible family
member, with the process expected to be
completed expeditiously. The Chief
Minister said the Government stands
with the family and that the measures
were being taken keeping their liveli-
hood and security in mind. Police shot

Bharat Tiwari during an encounter in
Bilauti village under Shahpur police sta-
tion in Bhojpur district in June this year.
According to the police version, Tiwari
was carrying an illegal firearm and al-
legedly attempted to fire at the police.

The police subsequently opened retal-
iatory fire, and Tiwari later died while
undergoing treatment at a hospital.
However, questions were raised over the
police account after a Facebook Live
video recorded by Tiwari during the inci-
dent became public. The video showed
Tiwari throwing his firearm towards the
police, which his family and supporters
interpreted as an indication that he was
attempting to surrender. Family mem-
bers and villagers alleged that the inci-
dent was a pre planned or fake encounter

and demanded an impartial investiga-
tion. They also highlighted Tiwari's ac-
tivities on social media, including his ad-
vocacy concerning the rehabilitation of
flood victims and criticism of alleged
local administrative corruption.

The incident subsequently became a
major political and law and order issue in
Bihar. Various social organisations and
opposition parties joined calls for an in-
dependent investigation. Following the
growing controversy, the state
Government constituted a judicial in-
quiry commission headed by a retired
High Court judge to examine the inci-
dent. The case has also come under
scrutiny before the Chief Judicial
Magistrate (CJM) court in Ara.
According to the information provided,
the court has taken a serious view of al-
leged irregularities in the police action
and issued non bailable warrants against
11 officials and police personnel, includ-
ing the then SDM, SDPO and SHO of
Shahpur.

The court proceedings and the inter-
im findings of the judicial commission
have therefore added a new dimension to
the case.(agencies)

Bihar govt announces
compensation, job for
Bharat Tiwari family

Kolkata, The West Bengal
government on Thursday an-
nounced the decision on with-
drawal and annulment of
"Banga Bibhushan" award
conferred upon the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) Rajya
Sabha member Nagendra
Ray alias Ananta Maharaj re-
portedly for making derogato-
ry remarks about Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose.

Ray received the award
during the previous Mamata
Banerjee-led Trinamool
Congress government in
West Bengal. The previous
Trinamool Congress govern-
ment introduced "Banga"
awards on lines of the highly
revered "Padma" awards and
in this new state-specific new
line of awards "Banga
Bibhushan" was considered
as the highest civilian award
conferred by the state govern-
ment. Ray was conferred the
award in February 2026 in
recognition of his distin-
guished and exemplary con-

tribution to the state and
its people.

A notification an-
nouncing the withdraw-
al and annulment of
Ray's award has been is-
sued by Special
Commissioner and
Culture Director under
the State Information
and Cultural Affairs depart-
ment, Kaushik Basak, on
Thursday. However, the notifi-
cation had not categorically
specified that the decision of
withdrawal and annulment of
Ray's award was taken be-
cause of his recent derogato-
ry comments about Netaji,
which had created major pub-
lic outcry first within West
Bengal and subsequently
within the country.

Instead, the carefully draft-
ed notification had claimed
that the decision of with-
drawal and annulment of the
award was prompted by cer-
tain facts and circumstances
coming to the notice of the

state government, which are
considered to be of such na-
ture and seriousness as to
raise a question to the contin-
ued retention of the above ho-
nour by Ray alias Ananta
Maharaj.

As per the notification,
questions have also surfaced
whether continued retention
of the award by Ray was con-
sistent with the dignity, pres-
tige and purpose of the hon-
our.

"And whereas, upon such
consideration, the competent
authority is satisfied that the
continued retention of the
'Bongo Bibhushan' by
Nagendra Ray alias Ananta

Maharaj is inconsis-
tent with the dignity,
prestige and purpose
of the honour; Note,
therefore, the
Government of West
Bengal hereby with-
draws and annuls the
Bangs Bibhushan con-
ferred upon Nagendra

Ray alias Ananta Maharaj on
February 21, 2026, with imme-
diate effect. Consequently,
Nagendra Ray alias Ananta
Maharaj shall cease to be en-
titled to represent himself as
a recipient of the Banga
Bibhushan and shall not
hereafter use, claim or derive
any recognition, privilege or
benefit specifically arising
from such conferment," the
notification said, a copy of
which is available with IANS.
An order had been issued to
take necessary action for
deletion of his name from the
relevant official records/lists
of recipients of the Banga
Bibhushan. Recently, Ray's

comments on Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose sparked con-
troversy.

He claimed that Netaji had
no role in India's independ-
ence and also accused the
great Indian freedom fighter
of misusing the Azad Hind
Fauj. On Wednesday, Chief
Minister Suvendu Adhikari
told media persons that that
no one will be spared if they
make derogatory or unac-
ceptable comments about
Netaji and the police would
take action against them re-
gardless of political affilia-
tion. The Cyber Cell has also
been instructed to act. The
work of identifying who has
made any post on social
media defaming Netaji has
begun.

After the Chief Minister
Adhikari's announcement,
the police also arrested a
youth in Uttar Dinajpur on
Thursday, who is accused of
making objectionable posts
about Netaji.(agencies)

Bengal's highest civilian award for
RS MP withdrawn over making

derogatory comments about Netaji

Kolkata, Another police complaint
has been filed against Diamond
Harbour Trinamool Congress Lok
Sabha MP Abhishek Banerjee on
Thursday. Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leader Abhijit Das alias Bobby
has filed this written complaint at the
Diamond Harbour police station.
Along with Abhishek Banerjee, a total
of 79 people, including his executive as-
sistant Sumit Roy, have been named in
the complaint.

The BJP leader claimed that on
October 6, 2020, an attack took place in
Diamond Harbour of South 24
Parganas district, focusing on the
BJP's political programme. In that inci-
dent, an attempt was made to fatally at-
tack the West Bengal BJP President
Samik Bhattacharya and his car was

vandalised.
At the same time,

Abhijit Das alleged
that several BJP work-
ers and supporters
were also injured in the
attack. Nearly six years
after that incident, a
new complaint was
filed at the Diamond Harbour police
station on Thursday.

BJP leader Abhijit Das alleged that
despite a police investigation after the
incident, proper action was not taken
against the accused. He also ques-
tioned the role of the police at that
time. He claimed that the investigation
did not progress in the right direction
due to political influence. The BJP
leader also alleged that justice has not

been done to the victims
of the incident even
after a long time.
Therefore, after the BJP
government came to
power in the state,
Abhijit Das has brought
the old incident to the
fore and filed a new

written complaint.
Abhijit Das said, "While we were

going to a political programme, our
(State BJP President) Samik
Bhattacharya's car was attacked and
vandalised. Several BJP workers and
supporters were injured in that inci-
dent. The incident cannot be seen just
as a political clash. It is also necessary
to investigate whether there was a larg-
er conspiracy behind it. Therefore, I

have filed a complaint against a total of
79 people, including Trinamool MP
Abhishek Banerjee and his close aide
Sumit Roy." After filing the complaint,
the BJP leader demanded an impartial
investigation from the police.

Abhijit Das said, "The incident
should be investigated without any po-
litical pressure and the role of those
named in the complaint should be in-
vestigated." He also demanded that
necessary action be taken as per the
law if the investigation proves the
truth of the complaint.

The BJP leader has already filed
several police complaints against
Abhishek Banerjee in Diamond
Harbour, alleging corruption and ir-
regularities over the MP's medical
camp 'Sebaashray'.(agencies)

Kannur, A financial headache is
brewing for depositors of a
Sharia-compliant cooperative so-
ciety promoted by CPI(M) lead-
ers in Kannur, with complaints
surfacing that depositors have
been unable to withdraw their
money. Chief Minister V.D.
Satheesan has assured that the
complaints will be investigated.

However, in a development
that adds a twist to the contro-
versy, Nassar, one of the deposi-
tors who had openly raised the
issue, has now said that his de-
posit of Rs 1 lakh has been re-
turned.

He had earlier said that re-
peated attempts to recover the
money had failed and that he
had been unable to get a re-
sponse from M. Shajar, the key
promoter of the institution.

"I tried calling Shajar, but he
is not answering the call. I have

no other option but to seek re-
dress through legal means,"
Nassar had said.

The issue came to the gov-
ernment's notice on Thursday
after T.K. Govindan, the MLA
from Thaliparamba, handed
over complaints from deposi-
tors in the Mayyil area to Chief
Minister Satheesan.

Govindan said several com-
plainants had approached him
after facing difficulties in getting
back their deposits.

"After going through the com-
plaints I submitted, the Chief
Minister said that a probe would
be launched," Govindan said.

Govindan also said he was
aware that concerns over the in-
stitution had first surfaced in the
Mayyil CPI(M) unit and were
subsequently discussed before
the Kannur district CPI(M) com-
mittee.

The issue assumes political
significance as Govindan was
himself a prominent CPI(M)
leader in Kannur until the recent
Assembly election.

He contested Thaliparamba as
an Independent after the party
decided to field the wife of State
CPI(M) Secretary M.V.
Govindan.

With the Congress-led UDF
supporting him, Govindan se-
cured a notable victory.

Halal Fayida Cooperative
Society, a Sharia-compliant fi-

nancial institution, was inau-
gurated by then Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan in
Kannur on December 24, 2017,
in the presence of senior
CPI(M) leaders from the dis-
trict. M. Shajar, a prominent
CPI(M) leader who rose
through the party's youth
wing, was its chief promoter.
The institution had its roots

in the CPI(M)-led effort to pro-
mote Islamic banking in Kerala.
The LDF government's earlier at-
tempt to establish an Islamic
bank during 2006-11 had faced
objections from the Reserve
Bank of India, which main-
tained that the proposal was in-
consistent with existing banking
laws.

The initiative was subse-
quently pursued through a coop-
erative society structure outside
the direct regulatory framework

governing conventional banks.
Primary cooperative societies

operate under the State coopera-
tive system, although many ac-
cept public deposits and provide
loans. The model was projected
as a means of bringing people
seeking Sharia-compliant finan-
cial arrangements into the for-
mal financial system.

While Nassar's Rs 1 lakh has
now been returned, complaints
from other depositors have
brought the institution back into
the political spotlight. The pro-
posed probe will now have to es-
tablish whether the difficulties
faced by depositors are isolated
instances or point to a wider fi-
nancial problem. For the CPI(M),
particularly its Kannur organisa-
tion, the controversy is an uncom-
fortable reminder of an initiative
once promoted with considerable
political backing(agencies)

CPI(M)-backed Islamic Bank depositors in fix as plaints
mount; Kerala CM Satheesan promises probe Ranchi, Speeding up its investigation into the

Jharkhand coal scam, the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has issued summonses to
five individuals associated with prominent
coal businessman L.B. Singh and Anil Goyal.
According to ED, summonses have been
served on Aarti Singh, wife of L.B. Singh, his
brother Vishwavijay Singh, and brother-in-
law Ranjit Kumar Singh. Aarti Singh has been
asked to appear before the agency's regional
office on August 20, while Vishwavijay Singh
and Ranjit Kumar Singh have been directed to
appear on August 14 and August 17, respec-
tively. Two other associates linked to Anil
Goyal, namely Shabbir Alam and Mahendra
Singh, have also been summoned for question-
ing next week.

The latest action follows extensive searches
conducted by the ED on July 28 across
Dhanbad and adjoining areas. During the op-
eration, the agency raided 31 locations linked
to L.B. Singh, Anil Goyal, and their associates.
The searches resulted in the freezing of mutu-
al fund investments worth nearly Rs 160 crore
allegedly linked to LB Singh. Investigators
also seized around Rs 1.02 crore in unaccount-
ed cash, digital devices, and documents relat-

ed to financial transactions. In addition, the
ED recovered sale deeds and other records
pertaining to more than 200 movable and im-
movable properties. The agency said the
seized documents and digital evidence are
currently under examination. Investigators
suspect that proceeds generated from illegal
coal-related activities were used to acquire as-
sets and make investments. The ED is also
probing allegations that illicit earnings were
routed through various transactions and enti-
ties in an attempt to legitimise the proceeds of
crime.

The money laundering investigation stems
from several FIRs and charge sheets filed by
the Jharkhand Police. The cases relate to alle-
gations of illegal coal mining, theft and trans-
portation of coal, as well as extortion and un-
lawful levy collection in the name of coal load-
ing operations in Dhanbad and neighbouring
regions. The ED had earlier carried out
searches in November 2025 in connection with
the same case. The latest summons issued to
members of the family and business network
of the accused are being viewed as the next
phase of the agency's widening probe into the
alleged coal scam.(agencies)

Jharkhand coal scam probe intensifies, ED
Summons five including LB Singh's wife

Jaipur, The Rajasthan Cabinet, chaired by
Chief Minister Bhajanlal Sharma, on
Thursday approved several significant pro-
posals, including drafts of the Rajasthan
Trees (Protection) Bill 2026 and the Rajasthan
Uniform Civil Code Bill 2026. The proposed
tree protection legislation seeks to conserve
the environment and biodiversity and curb il-
legal tree felling. At the same time, the
Uniform Civil Code Bill aims to establish a
uniform and transparent legal framework
covering marriage, divorce, succession, main-
tenance and live in relationships in the state.

The Cabinet also approved an Operation
and Maintenance Policy aimed at strengthen-
ing rural water supply infrastructure and
took several decisions concerning the welfare
of soldiers and personnel. Deputy Chief
Minister Premchand Bairwa, Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Jogaram Patel, Public Health
Engineering Minister Kanhaiya Lal and
Minister of State for Industries and
Commerce K.K. Vishnoi briefed the media
about the Cabinet's decisions. Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Jogaram Patel said the
Rajasthan Trees (Protection) Bill 2026 will be
introduced in the upcoming Assembly session
as part of the state's efforts to conserve its en-

vironment and biodiversity. The Cabinet has
approved the draft of the legislation, which is
aimed at promoting the propagation and con-
servation of 29 important tree species, includ-
ing Khejri, the state tree; Rohida, the state
flower; as well as Banyan, Peepal, Lasoda,
Tendu, Mahua, Kair and Chironji.

The proposed legislation seeks to regulate
the felling of trees on non forest land and es-
tablish accountability for violations. Offences
under the proposed law have been classified
as cognisable and bailable. A person convict-
ed of illegal tree felling could face imprison-
ment of up to one year, a fine of Rs 1 lakh, or
both. Under the proposed provisions, no per-
son will be permitted to fell or cause the
felling of a tree standing on land owned or
possessed by them without prior permission

from the authorised authority. Where a tree is
felled or removed with permission, the pre-
scribed number of replacement trees will
have to be planted in the same area. The
Government said conservation of these tree
species will benefit the livelihoods of tribal
communities and residents of desert regions
while also supporting the rural economy.

The Cabinet also approved the draft of the
Rajasthan Uniform Civil Code Bill 2026,
which will be introduced in the upcoming
Assembly session. According to Jogaram
Patel, the proposed legislation is in keeping
with the spirit of Article 44 of the
Constitution of India. It seeks to establish a
uniform, transparent and systematic legal
framework for marriage, divorce, succession,
maintenance and live in relationships in
Rajasthan. The proposed law will not apply to
Scheduled Tribes. Communities and groups
whose traditional rights are protected under
the Constitution have also been kept outside
its scope. The draft was prepared on the rec-
ommendations of an expert committee head-
ed by retired Supreme Court Justice Ranjana
Prakash Desai. The proposed Code mandates
registration of marriages and prohibits
polygamy.(agencies)

Rajasthan cabinet clears draft bills
on tree protection and UCC

Ranchi, Jharkhand Chief
Minister Hemant Soren has
strongly objected to the Mines
and Minerals (Development
and Regulation) Amendment
Bill, 2026, passed by both
Houses of Parliament, and de-
manded that the Centre with-
draw it immediately.

Warning of statewide agita-
tion, Soren said that if the leg-
islation is not rolled back,
Jharkhand will launch a mas-
sive movement that "the entire
country will witness".
Addressing party MPs, dis-
trict presidents and office-
bearers through video confer-
encing on Thursday, the Chief
Minister announced a coordi-
nated campaign against the
Bill across the state. He said
protests would be organised in
every district, block, panchay-

at, and urban
centre to oppose
what he de-
scribed as an
anti-Jharkhand
measure. Soren
termed the legis-
lation an injus-
tice to
Jharkhand and
its people, arguing that it
poses a serious threat to the
state's development and the fu-
ture of coming generations.

He asserted that Jharkhand
would not accept what he
called the Centre's "stepmoth-
erly treatment" towards the
state. Questioning the Centre's
authority over the state's min-
eral resources, Soren said, "If
the minerals belong to
Jharkhand and the land be-
longs to Jharkhand, then why

should decisions
regarding the
state's rights and
interests be taken
in Delhi?" The
Chief Minister
alleged that the
Union govern-
ment had weak-
ened Jharkhand's

rights by pushing the Bill
through Parliament in haste.
He further claimed that the
legislation could adversely af-
fect the state's social security
and welfare programmes, in-
cluding the Maiyan Samman
Yojana, Abua Awas Yojana,
pensions, and education and
healthcare initiatives.

Soren said the Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha (JMM) would
strongly oppose the Bill and
reiterated his demand that the

Centre withdraw it without
delay. He warned that if the
Union government failed to
address the state's concerns
and restore Jharkhand's
rights, the state would not hes-
itate to take decisive and his-
toric steps. Directing the party
organisation to intensify its
campaign against the Bill,
Soren said the protest move-
ment would be taken to every
village and panchayat across
the state. Among those present
during the virtual meeting
were MPs Vijay Hansda and
Mahua Maji, state minister
and party General Secretary
Sudivya Kumar, General
Secretary Vinod Pandey,
Abhishek Prasad Pintu, along
with district unit presidents
and several party functionar-
ies.(agencies)

Jharkhand CM opposes 
Mineral Amendment Bill, warns

of state-wide agitation

Fresh complaint filed against Abhishek Banerjee
in Diamond Harbour over 2020 attack case

Kolkata, The West Bengal police
have launched a probe into the
mysterious death of a female nurs-
ing staff member whose body was
found inside a toilet at the state-
run NRS Medical College and
Hospital (NRSMCH) in Kolkata on
Thursday morning. The deceased
woman's husband has raised ques-
tions over the circumstances sur-
rounding her death and demanded
that the autopsy be conducted at a
different hospital.

The death of the nursing staff
member has triggered a major con-
troversy in the state, evoking mem-
ories of the rape and murder of a
junior doctor at RG Kar Medical
College and Hospital two years
ago. The victim was on night duty

at the High Dependency Unit
(HDU) of the hospital's gynaecolo-
gy department on Wednesday. Her
colleagues initiated a search after
she went missing from her seat
and subsequently found her body
early Thursday morning.

According to her husband,
there were no visible injury marks
on his wife's body. He also pointed
out that no suicide note was found
and that her mobile phone was
lying beside her body when it was
recovered. He said these circum-
stances raised suspicion over the
cause of her death. The husband of
the deceased nurse appealed to the
NRSMCH authorities to arrange
the post-mortem at another hospi-
tal. The hospital authorities ac-

cepted his request and said the au-
topsy would be conducted at a gov-
ernment hospital of his choice.

State Health Minister Dr
Sharadwat Mukherjee visited
NRSMCH and held discussions
with hospital authorities. Senior
Kolkata Police officers, including
Joint Commissioner of Police
(Crime) Kunal Agarwal and
Deputy Commissioner of Police
(Eastern Suburban Division)
Subimal Paul, also reached the
hospital. Agarwal said three loca-
tions inside the hospital premises
had been sealed and the Homicide
Branch of Kolkata Police had
taken up the investigation. He said
the post-mortem venue had not yet
been decided and that the police

would proceed according to the
wishes of the deceased woman's
family.

"The place where the autopsy
will be conducted has not been de-
cided yet. We will take action as per
the wishes of the family. A total of
three places within the hospital
premises have been sealed. The po-
lice have also seized a stretcher for
now. The investigators are examin-
ing the CCTV cameras," Agarwal
said. The incident has brought back
memories of the August 2024 rape
and murder of a junior doctor at
state-run R.G. Kar Medical College
and Hospital in north Kolkata. Her
body was recovered from the emer-
gency department's seminar
room.(agencies)

Nurse found dead mysteriously in Kolkata hospital
toilet, husband seeks autopsy at another facility
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Rahul Gandhi moves SC against
Allahabad HC order on 

disproportionate assets allegations
New Delhi, Leader of
Opposition in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi has ap-
proached the Supreme Court
challenging the orders of the
Allahabad High Court that
directed the CBI and ED to
verify allegations that he
possesses assets dispropor-
tionate to his known sources
of income.

Rahul Gandhi's petition is
scheduled to be heard on
August 17 by a Bench headed
by Chief Justice Surya Kant.
The Congress leader has
challenged the Allahabad
High Court's orders passed
in connection with a com-
plaint filed by Vignesh
Shishir, a BJP worker from
Karnataka, alleging dispro-
portionate assets against
Gandhi. In its order issued
in May, the Allahabad High
Court had observed that if

the complaint had indeed
been received by the con-
cerned agencies, the allega-
tions contained in it should
be verified in accordance
with law. The court had fur-
ther noted that the CBI and
the ED were at liberty to
take appropriate action as
warranted under the legal
framework.

Subsequently, during a
hearing on July 20, the High
Court expressed dissatisfac-
tion with an affidavit filed by
the CBI, stating that it did
not adequately comply with
the directions issued earlier
by the court. At the same
time, the High Court took
note of the steps initiated by
the Enforcement Directorate
and observed that the
agency could proceed in ac-
cordance with law if any ac-
tionable information

emerged during the verifica-
tion or investigation.

Besides CBI and ED, the
Allahabad High Court bench
also directed the
Department of Personnel
and Training (DoPT), the
revenue department, the
Ministry of Finance, the
Ministry of Corporate
Affairs and the Director of
Serious Fraud Investigation
Office to file responses to the
petitioner's allegations.

Apart from challenging
the High Court's directions,
Rahul Gandhi has also filed
a separate transfer petition
before the Supreme Court,
seeking transfer of the pro-
ceedings from the Allahabad
High Court to the Delhi High
Court. The Allahabad High
Court is scheduled to hear
the matter on August
20.(agencies)

ED attaches properties valued at Rs 36.47 lakh in Arunachal Pradesh in fake ITC availment case 
New Delhi/Itanagar, The

Enforcement Directorate (ED) has
provisionally attached properties
worth Rs 36.47 lakh under the
Prevention of Money Laundering
Act (PMLA), 2002, in a case relating
to fraudulent availment, utilisation
and layering of Input Tax Credit
(ITC) in Arunachal Pradesh, the
central probe agency said on
Thursday.

The ED's Itanagar Sub-Zonal
Office has provisionally attached
movable and immovable properties

valued at around Rs 36.47 lakh
under the PMLA, 2002, as per the
provisional attachment order of
August 11 in a case relating to fraud-
ulent availment, utilisation and lay-
ering of Input Tax Credit (ITC).

The attached properties comprise
bank balances and a commercial
plot situated at Naharlagun's B-
Sector in Papum Pare district of
Arunachal Pradesh, the ED said in
an official statement.

It said that the ED initiated inves-
tigation on the basis of an FIR regis-

tered by the Bureau of Investigation
(Economic Offences) Police Station
in Guwahati against M/s Amit
Traders and others under the
Indian Penal Code.

Investigation revealed that M/s
Shree Ram Enterprises had fraudu-
lently generated ITC of around Rs
116 crore during 2022-23 financial
year through fictitious invoices
without any actual supply of goods
or services, which was layered
through a network of non-existent
entities and passed on to various

downstream beneficiaries.
M/s Shree Ram Enterprises gen-

erated around Rs 41.43 crore in
fraudulent Input Tax Credit (ITC)

passed through a network of ficti-
tious shell entities without any un-
derlying supply of goods or servic-
es.

Existing downstream beneficiar-
ies then availed this fake ITC. Some
of them include Yalpu Enterprise
(Property: Tatum Teli Comdir val-
ued at Rs 47.01 lakh), Zee
Engineering and Construction
(Property: Smt. Likha Nap valued at
Rs 25.03 lakh), and Angela
Enterprises (Property: Kotu Bui val-
ued at Rs 10 lakh).

The present attachment covers
the bank balance of M/s Sun Force
Solar Private Limited, attached as
direct proceeds of crime being di-
rectly traceable to the tainted funds,
together with bank balances and
the immovable property held by
Tatum Teli Comdir (Property: M/s
Yalpu Enterprise), Kotu Bui
(Property: M/s Angela Enterprises)
and Likha Nap (Property: M/s Zee
Engineering and Construction), at-
tached as the value of the proceeds
of crime fraudulently availed and

utilised by their respective con-
cerns.

Earlier, in the same case, ED had
provisionally attached properties
valued at Rs 3.30 crore, since con-
firmed by the Adjudicating
Authority under the PMLA, and
had filed a chargesheet under the
same Act before the Special PMLA
Court. With the present attachment,
the cumulative value of properties
provisionally attached in the case
stands at around Rs 3.66 crore.(agen-
cies)

New Delhi, The Supreme
Court on Thursday criticised
the Central government and
the Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAI) for
failing to implement front-of-
pack warning labels on pack-
aged food products containing
high levels of sugar, salt, and
saturated fat. The top court
said public health, particular-
ly that of children, cannot be
compromised. A bench of
Justices J.B. Pardiwala and K.
Vinod Chandran questioned
the Centre's reluctance to
adopt stricter nutritional
warnings despite earlier di-
rections from the court and
warned that it would step in
with further orders if the gov-
ernment failed to act.

"We are concerned with the
health of citizens, especially
growing children," the bench
observed, directing the
Additional Solicitor General
appearing for the Centre to en-
sure compliance with the
court's directions. The court
also asked whether the gov-
ernment was yielding to pres-
sure from corporate interests
and sought details of the steps
taken so far on the issue. "Do
you not want the people of

this country to remain
healthy, especially growing
children?" the bench asked the
FSSAI.

The court noted that while
consumers are generally
aware that packaged foods
contain sugar, fat and carbo-
hydrates, a clear warning on
the front of the packet would
help them make informed
choices before purchasing
these products.

Rejecting concerns that
warning labels could harm
manufacturers' businesses,
the apex court said the final
decision on whether to buy a
product rests with consumers.
It stressed that commercial in-
terests cannot override public
health considerations.

"This concerns the health
of citizens. Manufacturers
cannot dictate policy in such
matters," the court said,

adding that its objective was
not to target any particular
product but to ensure that
consumers are fully aware of
what they are consuming.

During an earlier hearing,
the Centre had argued that
aligning with international
standards on packaging and
nutritional warnings posed
practical challenges. The
court, however, dismissed the
submission, saying that India
cannot rely on foreign stan-
dards as a reason to delay
stronger public health safe-
guards.

It further observed that
India must demonstrate its
commitment to protecting the
health of its citizens, particu-
larly children, rather than set-
tling for weaker regulatory
measures.

The Supreme Court has grant-
ed the Centre two weeks to file its
response and made it clear that
the government must decide
whether to implement the pro-
posed labelling framework volun-
tarily or face a judicial directive.
Calling it the government's "last
opportunity", the court warned
that if no concrete action was
taken, it would proceed to deliver
its verdict.(agencies)

SC pulls up Centre, FSSAI over
delay in front-of-pack warning

labels on packaged foods

One person's arrogance behind Parliament washout:
BJP steps up attack on LoP Rahul Gandhi

New Delhi, The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) on Thursday escalated
its attack on the Congress party
and Lok Sabha Leader of
Opposition (LoP) Rahul Gandhi
over continuous disruptions in
Parliament and blamed the latter's
"my way or the highway" approach
for the poor productivity during
the Monsoon Session.

The Monsoon Session of
Parliament culminated on
Thursday, with the Lok House
recording a mere 19 per cent pro-
ductivity while the Rajya Sabha
logged 39 per cent productivity.

BJP spokesperson Ravi
Shankar Prasad, addressing the
media at party HQ, said the gov-
ernment has been willing and
forthcoming in accommodating
the Opposition's concerns and
questions, but it was because of
the latter's arrogance and stub-
bornness that no middle ground
could be reached.

He accused Rahul Gandhi of re-

peatedly shifting the
goalpost, terming it
as the key reason be-
hind the Parliament
washout.

In a direct charge,
Prasad said, "The en-
tire Monsoon Session of
Parliament stood sacrificed at the
altar of arrogance, delinquency
and sense of entitlement and total
indiscipline by a person known as
the Leader of Opposition (LoP)." 

The BJP MP listed out a series
of instances as to how the Gandhis
tried to stall the proceedings and
kept the House 'hostage' to their
whims and fancies.

"Rahul and Priyanka Gandhi,
without due permission from the
police and authorities, rushed to
the Prime Minister's official resi-
dence where they gheraoed the
complex despite knowing the sanc-
tity of the highly-secured complex.
When the Union Minister Dr
Jitendra Singh addressed his

grievances, he
first agreed but
then changed
stance," Prasad
pointed out.

He said the gov-
ernment was

quick and prompt in passing the
NEET amendment bill and also
formed a high-powered committee
under Nandan Nilekani to bring
next-generation reforms in the ed-
ucation sector, but then Rahul
mounted a fresh campaign for the
Education Minister's resignation.

When the issue was settled, he
kicked up a fresh row over stu-
dents' stir in Delhi's Jantar Mantar
and disrupted the House, demand-
ing Home Minister Amit Shah's re-
sponse on the alleged crackdown.

"Yesterday, Home Minister of-
fered to engage in debate till late
night. The issue was also raised by
Kiren Rijiju in the Business
Advisory Committee," said Prasad,
raising questions over Rahul's ab-

surd commentary, which revolved
around the Home Minister's resig-
nation. Prasad asserted that the
polity, politics and democracy can't
run on the arrogance and sense of
entitlement of the Leader of
Opposition. "For the past ten days,
he and the Congress party have
stalled Parliament despite the gov-
ernment offering to address the is-
sues raised by the Opposition. This
shows their brazen attempt to de-
rail and disrupt House proceed-
ings," he said.

Taking direct potshots, he said
that Rahul Gandhi is an "irrespon-
sible, delinquent, arrogant and im-
mature politician".

"Rahul and Congress want to
run the House through a 'my way
or the highway' attitude. They
want to dictate terms and unilater-
ally decide the functioning of the
House, ignoring the accepted stan-
dards and protocols. This is unac-
ceptable in a vibrant democracy,"
the BJP leader said.(agencies)

'Hugging world leaders is not foreign
policy': Rahul Gandhi targets PM Modi

New Delhi, Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi on Thursday
mocked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's foreign policy,
questioning what he described
as an excessive focus on person-
al ties with world leaders.

Taking a swipe at his widely
noted hugs with foreign leaders,
Rahul Gandhi said that diplo-
macy could not be reduced to
"hugging other leaders" and
added that India's foreign policy
must be driven by national in-
terest.

The Congress leader stressed
that India's Prime Minister
must work in the national inter-
est rather than merely befriend
foreign leaders. Referring to the
conflict involving Iran, he
claimed that had India's leader-
ship seized the opportunity, it
could have mediated. "Instead,
Pakistan stepped in, leaving PM
Modi wondering how it had
happened."

T h e
C o n g r e s s
leader also
claimed to be
receiving in-
f o r m a t i o n
from within
the Prime
M i n i s t e r ' s
own office.
Rahul Gandhi was addressing a
plenary session of Congress
here.

Commenting on China,
Rahul Gandhi alleged that
Beijing had barred Indian pa-
trols in Arunachal Pradesh and
that the "bravado" of Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh, Home
Minister Amit Shah and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had
completely deflated. He accused
the Union government of call-
ing newspapers and media out-
lets to prevent the story from
being published or broadcast.

Recalling the Galwan clash,

Rahul Gandhi said
the Prime Minister
had claimed that
China had not
taken even an inch
of Indian territory,
while the Army
maintained that
the land had been
seized. "What mes-

sage did this send to China?
During discussions, the Chinese
side countered by saying we
were mistaken because our own
Prime Minister had stated no
land was lost. These people have
destroyed our foreign policy
and weakened the country in-
ternally," he alleged.

The Congress leader alleged
that those in power had neither
any understanding of India's
traditions nor any regard for
them. "They talk of things from
three thousand years ago but
fail to understand the reality of
modern India. This India can be

understood only by allowing
people to speak, which they re-
fuse to do," he said.

Recounting an incident out-
side the Prime Minister's resi-
dence, Rahul Gandhi claimed a
police officer had whispered to
him about removing them. He
questioned why the Prime
Minister Modi never held press
conferences. "I used to think
there must be some strategy be-
hind it. But after sitting in a
room for five minutes, I realised
the matter could be resolved in
just five minutes," he remarked,
adding that the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-
led Union government was also
aware of the Congress' strength.

Rahul Gandhi also claimed
that while walking past the area
in Parliament where the Prime
Minister enters, he overheard a
BJP leader telling another, "He
doesn't fit into any mould,
whereas we do."(agencies)

Quad aligned in advancing closer 
collaboration, delivering results for free

and open Indo-Pacific: US envoy Gor 
New Delhi, US Ambassador to India,
Sergio Gor, said on Thursday that Quad
nations are aligned in advancing closer
collaboration and delivering results for
a free and open Indo-Pacific. Gor made
the statement following his meeting
with Australia's High Commissioner to
India Philip Green and Japan's
Ambassador to India Keiichi Ono,
where they discussed upcoming Quad
initiatives. Quad brings together four
countries - India, Australia, Japan, and
the United States, with a commitment to
work as a force for global good and to
support an open, free, and inclusive
Indo-Pacific that is prosperous and re-
silient.

"Productive discussions today with
Australia's High Commissioner to India
Philip Green and Japan's Ambassador
to India Ono Keiichi on upcoming Quad
initiatives and meetings. Together with
India, our four nations are aligned in
advancing closer collaboration and de-
livering results for a free and open Indo-
Pacific," Gor wrote on X following the
meeting. Last month, External Affairs

Minister (EAM) S Jaishankar,
Australian Foreign Minister Penny
Wong, Japanese Foreign Minister
Toshimitsu Motegi, and US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio participated in the
Quad Foreign Ministers' Meeting in
Manila. The ministers reaffirmed their
commitment to a free and open Indo-
Pacific and underlined their strong sup-
port for ASEAN's unity and centrality
in the region. In a joint statement, EAM
Jaishankar, Wong, Motegi and Rubio
underscored the Quad's strong resolve
for the Indo-Pacific region's prosperity
and its cooperation with ASEAN and its
member states.

"As ASEAN Comprehensive
Strategic Partners, we, the Secretary of

State of the United States and the
Foreign Ministers of Australia, India,
and Japan, met today in Manila to reaf-
firm our commitment to strengthening
a free and open Indo-Pacific and our un-
wavering support for ASEAN unity and
centrality. We are deeply invested in the
region's success and in cooperating
with ASEAN and its member states,"
read the joint statement issued follow-
ing the Quad Foreign Ministers Meeting
in Manila. The foreign ministers of
member states also discussed regional
challenges and ways to strengthen sup-
port for the "practical implementation"
of the ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-
Pacific (AOIP) through "shared priori-
ties of maritime and transnational se-
curity, economic prosperity and securi-
ty, critical and emerging technologies,
and humanitarian assistance and emer-
gency response."

The statement noted that Quad re-
mains united in its conviction that
"peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific
maritime domain underpin the security
and prosperity of the region."(agencies)

New Delhi, Highlighting the
miserable situation in the re-
gion, Palestinian
Ambassador to India,
Abdullah Abu Shawesh, said
on Thursday that the health
system in Gaza and the West
Bank is on the brink of col-
lapse.

Shawesh mentioned that
amid shortage of medicines,
surgeries are being postponed
and the entire health system
has collapsed in Palestine. He
stated that the West Bank has
been facing tens of terror at-
tacks on a daily basis and
there is no ceasefire in Gaza.

"The health situation is in
a miserable situation. The
whole entire health system in
Palestine is on the brink of
collapse. Thousands of sur-
geries have been postponed
and we are short of hundreds
of different types of tablets
and medicine. I already men-
tioned less than two months
ago that approximately 11,000
surgeries have already been
postponed. The health situa-
tion in Gaza and the West
Bank is unfortunately on the
brink of collapse," he said.

Abdullah Abu Shawesh
mentioned that children have
been killed in the Gaza Strip
as there is no ceasefire.

Highlighting the devastating
situation, he also referred to
the recent United Nations
Security Council (UNSC)
briefing, where the situation
of Palestine was discussed.

"Just two days ago in the
United Nations Security
Council, two very important
briefings highlighted the mis-
erable situation that the
Palestinians are enduring ,
whether it is in Gaza or in the
West Bank, and stressed that
there was no ceasefire. We are
less than three months away
of the Israeli election and it's
known to everyone who's
monitoring the situation
there in Gaza, in Palestine, in
West Bank.

"Everyone know that the
fuel for the Israeli election is
the Palestinian blood. We are
staring at another round of
devastating situation that we
will go to endure, whether it
is in Gaza or in the West
Bank... They will continue to

make sure that the
Palestinians suffer and this is
the only way for Netanyahu,
the fugitive from justice, and
other in the current govern-
ment to maintain their posi-
tion in the upcoming govern-
ment," he stated.

The ongoing Israel-Hamas
conflict was triggered by the
attack carried out by Hamas
on October 7, 2023, which
killed more than 1,200 people
in Israel and took over 200
people as hostages. Following
the attack, Israel vowed to
eliminate Hamas.

In a video message shared
on Facebook on August 4,
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said
that Israel will not withdraw
"from our current lines" in
Gaza "until Hamas is com-
pletely disarmed", The Times
of Israel reported.

Shawesh also highlighted the
importance of India's
Independence Day for
Palestinians. "When it came to
the Independence Day, this is a
great day not only for the
Indian people, but for us
Palestinian people too who are
motivated by India's independ-
ence struggle.. One day, we will
gain our freedom like how you
gained decades ago."(agencies)

Public health situation in Gaza, West Bank
on brink of collapse: Palestinian envoy 

'Punjab govt's lies proven in
court, will you ask it to

resign': BJP asks Kejriwal
New Delhi, The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) trained guns at AAP national con-
venor Arvind Kejriwal on Thursday, over
the alleged irregularities in the pharma of-
ficers' recruitment in Punjab and asked
whether he will ask his government to put
in his papers after the High Court has
pulled them up. BJP national spokesperson

Sudhanshu Trivedi said that the decision by the Punjab-Haryana High
Court raises very serious questions and shows that the Punjab govern-
ment lied in the Legislative Assembly, the state's supreme institution.
"Kejriwal has been sitting tight-lipped on Jharkhand and Punjab matters.
We want to ask him - when your government's lies have been proven in
court, will you then tender your government's resignation?," the BJP RS
MP asked.

The remarks come on the back of the Punjab and Haryana High Court
staying the appointment of pharmacy officers in Punjab till the next date
of hearing on September 17. Sudhanshu Trivedi further said that the so
called champions of student interests, Arvind Kejriwal, has remained
silent on Jharkhand and Punjab. At the same time, Rahul Gandhi has
turned a deaf ear, which in turn shows that their so called morality has
collapsed on the ground of constitutionalism. "It is very clear that all
these politicians who pretend to stand for student interests and all those
characters who declare themselves as champions of student interests
have no concern with the real interests of students," Dr Trivedi re-
marked. The RS MP further said that the BJP wants to ask Arvind
Kejriwal, who has remained silent on Punjab, and Rahul Gandhi, who
has turned a deaf ear to Jharkhand, why they are sitting silently. He also
demanded to know where the new self proclaimed champions of student
interests and the 'characters' of Jantar Mantar are today.(agencies)

SC gives Centre six
weeks to draft policy

on acid attack 
survivors' rail travel

New Delhi, The Central government accepted a proposal for offer-
ing concessional travel facilities to acid attack survivors, prompt-
ing the Supreme Court to give the government six weeks to submit
a draft policy on the issue, a lawyer said. The policy will help grant
concessions in railway travel to acid attack survivors who need to
undertake periodic visits to well-equipped hospitals in cities, the
lawyer said on Thursday. Additional Solicitor General Archana
Pathak Dave, appearing for the Centre, told the apex court that the
Railway Board has in-principle agreed to grant travel concessions
to acid attack victims under the 'patient category'.

However, Dave said the policy is still being prepared, including
how the concession will be given and its duration. A bench headed
by Chief Justice of India Surya Kant directed the Centre to place
on record the draft of the proposed policy within six weeks. The pe-
titioner told the bench, also comprising Justice Joymalya Bagchi
and Justice V. Mohana, that the existing concessions available
under the 'patient category' have limitations.

He said that this facility was usually associated with a journey
from a particular station to a particular destination. At the same
time, acid attack survivors may have to travel to different cities for
treatment. He also cited the need to repeatedly obtain concession
certificates from different hospitals as an additional problem, espe-
cially in the early months of an attack when treatment may be ex-
tremely necessary.

The petitioner, Atijeevan Society, also demanded consideration
of an emergency ticket quota for such passengers. "The emergency
quota is required because survivors need to travel at short notice.
If they don't get these treatments in time, then it becomes a fail-
ure," said the petitioner, a suggestion that was supported by the
bench. The Centre said that these aspects can be considered while
formulating the policy, but it has objections to giving concessions
under the disabled category, as it would have to differentiate be-
tween categories of disabled, said a lawyer. The government
agreed to share the proposed policy with Atijeevan Society before
filing it before the Court so that the organisation could offer sug-
gestions.(agencies)
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Corporate growth must
become sustainable

I
ndia Inc’s 22 per cent revenue growth
in the first quarter of FY27 is encour-
aging evidence of resilience in corpo-
rate India. After growing 13 per cent
in the preceding quarter, the sharp ac-

celeration suggests that consumption remains a
powerful engine of economic activity despite
global uncertainties, geopolitical tensions and
concerns over weather-related disruptions.
According to an ICRA report, the sharp im-
provement was driven by higher commodity
and bullion prices, continued demand support
from last year's GST rate cuts that benefited the
automobile sector, and resilient consumer
spending despite concerns related to tensions in
West Asia and the impact of El Nino. Despite ro-
bust revenue growth, profitability came under
pressure. Aggregate operating profit margins
(OPM) contracted by more than 200 basis points
year-on-year during the quarter, while net profit
growth remained largely flat. The weakness
was mainly attributed to the oil refining sector,
where elevated crude oil prices and losses on
LPG and petroleum product sales weighed on
earnings. Excluding the oil and gas sector, how-
ever, the picture was considerably stronger.
Operating margins remained stable at around
19 per cent, while net profits increased by more
than 20 per cent year-on-year.

ICRA noted that consumption-linked sectors
emerged as key growth drivers during the quar-
ter. Automobile original equipment manufac-
turers (OEMs) recorded the strongest revenue
growth, while fast-moving consumer goods
(FMCG), consumer durables, apparel and gro-
cery retail, jewellery retail and quick-service
restaurant chains also reported healthy per-
formance. Commenting on the trends, Jitin
Makkar, Senior Vice President and Group Head-
Corporate Ratings at ICRA, said concerns about
a potential demand and cost shock at the start of
the quarter eventually had only a limited im-
pact on business performance. “Though con-
cerns over a demand-and-cost shock weighed on
sentiments at the beginning of the quarter, the
eventual impact was limited. Consumption-led
sectors were among the key growth drivers,” he
stated. “While automobile original equipment
manufacturers (OEMs) recorded the strongest
revenue growth, several other consumer-orient-
ed sectors including FMCG, consumer durables,
apparel and grocery retail, jewellery retail and
quick-service restaurants also reported healthy
performance,” Makkar mentioned. India Inc
has delivered a strong start to FY27, but revenue
growth alone is not enough. The real test will be
whether rising sales translate into durable prof-
itability, fresh investment and better employ-
ment. A resilient economy needs not merely
companies that sell more, but businesses capa-
ble of creating greater value efficiently and sus-
tainably.

Lhasa, Aug 12 (IANS) The
Chinese Communist Party's poli-
cy in Tibet demonstrates an ex-
ample of empire-building
through assimilation. However,
history indicates that rigid,
forced assimilation plans ulti-
mately face systemic limits, a re-
port has detailed.

"The sweep of history reminds
us of a simple truth: no empire,
however mighty, is permanent.
Rome, the Ottomans, the British
Raj; all believed their dominion
eternal, only to discover that
power is cyclical, not absolute.
Today, the Chinese Communist
Party (CCP) exercises seemingly
unassailable control over the
Tibetan Plateau, integrating it
through modernisation, surveil-
lance, and demographic engi-
neering," Khedroob Thondup,
Tibetan spiritual leader Dalai

Lama's nephew, mentioned in a
report in the European Times.

It mentioned that the history
indicates that rigid, forced assim-
ilation plans ultimately face sys-
temic limits. The CCP's strategy
of assimilation and approach to
Tibet has been comprehensive
and uncompromising. The party
considers Tibet as a national se-
curity protection, an economic
resource base and a geopolitical
anchor, with infrastructure proj-
ects and military deployments re-
inforcing its strategic role, wrote
Thondup adding that CCP's poli-
cies mandate the sinicisation of
Tibetan Buddhism.

He emphasised that these
plans have been made by the CCP
to remove differences and imple-
ment uniformity. However, histo-
ry suggests that such rigidity
often causes fragility and the

fragility of imperial longevity
has demonstrated that empires
collapse due to external challenge
and internal contradiction.
China in the near future will like-
ly increase surveillance, policing
and demographic shifts to dilute
Tibetan identity. However, the
people of Tibet have resistance
and resilience with the Tibetan
civilisation having faced cen-
turies of external pressure.

"The CCP's Tibet policy is a
textbook case of empire-building
through assimilation. But history
teaches that no empire is perma-
nent. The wax and wane of power
is inexorable. Tibet's story is not
one of disappearance but of re-
silience; an enduring reminder
that identity, faith, and culture
often outlast the structures that
seek to erase them," mentioned
Khedroob Thondup.

Last week, leading interna-
tional human rights organisation
Amnesty International strongly
condemned the arrest of promi-
nent Chinese pro-democracy ac-
tivist Zhang Yi after he displayed
a photograph of the Dalai Lama
during a visit to a monastery in
Tibet.

The organisation described
the case as a chilling example of
China's continued crackdown on
peaceful expression and the long-
standing misuse of "inciting sep-
aratism" charges to criminalise
peaceful expression in the
Tibetan region.

"The arrest of Zhang Yi after
he showed a photograph of the
Dalai Lama while visiting a
monastery is a chilling reminder
of how far the Chinese authori-
ties will go to police the peaceful
exercise of human rights. This

case bears all the hallmarks of
the Chinese authorities' long-
standing misuse of the offence of
'inciting separatism' to crimi-
nalise peaceful expression in
Tibetan areas and in relation to
Tibetan history, culture and reli-
gious belief," said Amnesty
International's Deputy Regional
Director Sarah Brooks.

"Pending his release, they
must ensure that he has prompt
access to his family and a lawyer
of his own choosing. Authorities
must protect him from torture
and other ill-treatment while in
detention," she added.

Citing an arrest notice re-
ceived by his family, Amnesty
International said that Zhang
was formally arrested on July 28
on suspicion of "inciting sepa-
ratism".

According to the rights body,

Zhang was detained by police in
Lhasa on July 1 while visiting
Sera Monastery in Tibet with his
younger brother. It noted that
after being unable to communi-
cate verbally with a Tibetan wor-
shipper from whom he wished to
borrow a prayer mat, Zhang
showed the person a photograph
of the Dalai Lama on his mobile
phone.

Referring to his family's ac-
count, Amnesty International
said that two plainclothes men
observed the interaction and ap-
peared to record Zhang and his
brother as they left the prayer
area. The activist was detained
by police before he could leave
the monastery.His detention
came on the same day when
China's new Promoting Ethnic
Unity and Progress Law came
into force.

Jessica Genauer

I 
f you feel a sense of
déjà vu with the state
of the US-Iran war,
you're not alone.In
recent days, Iran has

again demanded the Trump ad-
ministration lift sanctions on the
country, unfreeze Iranian assets
and remove its military blockade,
in return for Iran opening the
Strait of Hormuz. This basically
reiterates what the two sides
agreed to in a memorandum of
understanding in June.

US President Donald Trump re-
sponded by demanding Iran pay
compensation for thousands of
US soldiers and Iran's own civil-
ians killed over the past 50 years.

He is also claiming (again) the
US has "total control" over the
Strait of Hormuz, while Iran
maintains the strait will remain
closed until the US has met its
conditions.

With both sides stuck in a
rinse-and-repeat cycle in their
rhetoric, it seems all the more
likely they will again resort to
military strikes to try to force the

other side to concede. This has
been the pattern both have fol-
lowed since the war began on
February 28.

Can this pattern ever
be broken, and what
would it take?

Repeating patterns show lack
of exit plan

When Trump feels backed into
a corner, he reacts in a predictable
way. At least seven times to date,
he has threatened mass destruc-
tion of Iranian transport, energy
infrastructure and even "civilisa-
tion". He has then changed tack,
calling off military strikes and
claiming Iran and the US are get-
ting closer to a deal.

The Iranian regime, mean-
while, has switched between en-
gaging in direct diplomatic en-
gagement and negotiations via in-
termediaries to refusing to engage
and ruling out talks.

The US has also gone back and
forth on its approach to the Strait
of Hormuz. Trump announced a
naval blockade on Iranian ports
on April 13, then doubled down by

announcing Operation Project
Freedom on May 4 to escort ves-
sels through the strait. That oper-
ation was paused only two days
later.

The US formally lifted the
blockade when the two sides
reached their deal on June 18 to
end the war, but reimposed it
when the deal fell apart weeks
later. Both sides have since re-
turned to violence, with the US
targeting Iranian assets and the
Iranian regime striking countries
in the region and vessels in the
strait. There have been at least 84
incidents involving harm to ves-
sels in the strait from March 1 to
August 10.

Trump does seem to want to
withdraw the US from the war,
and Iran cannot withstand the
economic and military pressure
indefinitely.

Given this, why do these pat-
terns keep recurring without any
progress toward a resolution?

The US will not accept
strategic defeat

Trump faces two options to
break this conflict loop, and nei-

ther is good.
One option is to accept strate-

gic defeat, lift the US blockade on
Iran's ports and withdraw its mili-
tary assets from the region, leav-
ing Iran in de facto control of the
strait.

He appeared willing to do this
by signing the memorandum of
understanding in June. However,
after reaching a deal, the Trump
administration immediately
began encouraging vessels to trav-
el via shipping lanes close to
Oman that are not controlled by
Iran.

Iran took objection to this, in-
sisting the memorandum gave it
control of shipping in the strait.
On July 7, the regime targeted ves-
sels travelling the southern
"Omani route" through the water-
way.

The US responded with air
strikes, and the conflict cycle
kicked off again. It was clear that,
despite what was signed in June,
the US did not want to accept a
strategic defeat that involved giv-
ing Iran control over the strait.

The US has a second option, but
this, too, is not desirable. This

would involve serious military es-
calation involving US boots on the
ground in Iran.

This could very well break the
tit-for-tat conflict cycle and force
Iran's hand. But it would also in-
volve high political risk and mili-
tary costs for the US and the re-
gion, which in an election year
could be disastrous for Trump and
his Republican Party.

Iran is focused on
regime survival, not
peace

On the Iranian side, the regime
is alternating between trying to
reach agreement with the US to al-
leviate the economic stress on the
country, and holding onto its main
point of leverage: complete con-
trol over the Strait of Hormuz.

The regime sees this conflict as
existential, which is why it is so
fixated on controlling the strait
and accepting a long war.

The new supreme leader of
Iran, Mojtaba Khamenei, recently
filled six top security and defence
positions with hardliners fiercely
loyal to the regime, seemingly
preparing Iran for a sustained

war.This includes the appoint-
ment of Mohsen Rezaei, a hard-
line ideologue, as secretary of the
Supreme National Security
Council, Iran's central security
body.

A commander in the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) during the long Iran-Iraq
war, Rezaei said in April he wel-
comed a US ground invasion be-
cause "we would take thousands
of hostages and then for each
hostage we would get a billion dol-
lars".

Trump expects the Iranian
regime to buckle under repeated
economic and military pressure,
but this only seems to be harden-
ing Iran's resistance. For a regime
under strain and unpopular with
its own people, focusing on an ex-
ternal threat and a long war may
be the surest way to guarantee
regime unity and survival.

The conflict loop could break if
either side is politically and mili-
tarily exhausted to the point that
ending the war is desirable above
all other options. However, that
point might still be months, or
even years, away.

Chinese Communist Party's Tibet policy textbook case
of empire-building through assimilation: Report 

Why does it feel like the US and Iran are stuck in an endless conflict loop?

From 'Enemies' to 'Patriotic
Brothers': Pakistan's Cynical

U-Turn Exposes Its Rot

JeM - Augmenting Capacities
Sanchita Bhattacharya

O ver the past month, two
modules of Jaish-e-
Mohammed (JeM) were

neutralised in West Bengal-
Jharkhand, and Gujarat-Madhya
Pradesh, with 11 JeM operatives
were arrested.

In West Bengal-
Jharkhand:

On August 3, 2026, Special Task
Force (STF) of West Bengal Police
arrested Aditya Singh alias Raj,
from his residence at Belilious
Road in Howrah District of West
Bengal. Police got the information
about Singh after interrogating
JeM operative Hamim Mondal and
his associate, Arpita Sarkar.

On July 31, 2026, Hamim's associ-
ate Arpita Sarkar was arrested
from the Sahibganj District of
Jharkhand. An unnamed official
stated, "Sarkar allegedly played a
key role in a 'honey-trap' network
used to lure targets as part of the
suspected module's activities. Our
investigation suggests that the ac-
cused attempted to build a network
to access sensitive personal infor-
mation of certain political person-
alities."

On July 30, 2026, the West Bengal
Police STF arrested Hamim
Mondal, a JeM operative, from the
Renaissance Township of Burdwan
in the Bardhaman District of West
Bengal. Digital devices recovered
from him indicated his surveillance
activities on several political func-
tionaries, including travel move-
ments of State Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari. According to
the Police, he was a close confidant
of Sajjad Butt, one of the suspected
persons involved in the 2019
Pulwama attack.

In Gujarat-Madhya
Pradesh:

On July 3, 2026, Gujarat Anti-
Terrorism Squad (ATS) arrested
eight persons, including seven from
Gujarat and one from Madhya
Pradesh for conspiring to establish
a JeM network. Ahmad Abdullah
Gajivala aka Abu Ubaida, and
Ibrahim Mohammad Husain
Ghagha aka Abu Hamza, both from
Nandasan in Mehsana District;
Mudassir Abdullah Gajivala aka
Abu Aya from Bhagal in the
Palanpur area of Banaskantha

District; Zakariya Durani
Mohammad Ammar Ghagha aka
Ibn Ammar aka Zakariya
Palanpuri, Mufti Faujan Ismail
Dauva aka Mufti Saab, and
Mohammad Amin Shera aka Amin
Palanpuri, all associated with
Jamia Abul Hasan Madrasa at
Khadiyasana in Siddhpur from
Patan District; and Mohammad
Abdul Rehman Savdi aka
Mohammad Palanpuri aka Abu
Unesa, associated with Jamia
Rahmaniya Khambhiya at
Ambheta in the Chikhli town of
Navsari District. The eighth ac-
cused, Bilal Durani Mohammad
Ammar Ghagha aka Abu Dujana
aka Abu Sufiyan aka Abu Jundal
aka Umarbin Khatab, was arrested
from Dewas District in Madhya
Pradesh.

Following the arrests, the
Gujarat ATS issued a statement on
the day of arrest, saying that these
suspects were contacting people
across India through various media
to radicalise them, and carry out
dawat (inviting people to join the
outfit). The ATS added that the op-
eratives had formed an organisa-
tion called Darul Islam Gujarat
Jaish-e-Mohammed in Gujarat. It
was also suspected that they were
in contact with Pakistan-based han-
dlers identified as Abdullah and
Mohammad Umar, and also trans-
lated JeM literature from Urdu to
Gujarati to propagate JeM ideology.

According to partial data collat-
ed by South Asia Terrorism Portal
(SATP), since 2000, 1,413 people
have been killed in 658 JeM-related
incidents across India, including
102 civilians, 237 Security Forces
(SFs) personnel, 1,072 JeM mili-
tants, and two persons in the Not
Specified (NS) category (data updat-
ed till August 6, 2026).

Of the 658 JeM-related killing in-
cidents, 647 were recorded in J&K,
while 11 occurred outside J&K.
1,376 of the 1,413 fatalities were
recorded in J&K, while 37 occurred
outside J&K. 100 civilian died in
J&K and two outside; 221 SF per-
sonnel were killed inside J&K and
16 outside; 1,053 JeM militants were
killed in J&K, and 19 outside; and
the two NS category fatalities were
in J&K. The last reported killing in-
cident in J&K occurred on
February 22, 2026, when three JeM
terrorists, including 'commander'
Saifullah, were killed by the Army

in the Chatroo area of Kishtwar
District.

In addition, 496 JeM terrorists
have been arrested, of which 398 ar-
rests took place in J&K, and 71 out-
side.

Nevertheless, Jaish along with
Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT) is moving
away from traditional infiltration
routes, instead tapping into a
"home-grown" network of illegal
immigrants (mostly from
Bangladesh) settled in South India.
As reported on March 9, 2026, ter-
rorist handlers are now specifically
scouting for recruits in South India
to execute high-profile attacks in
the North. Earlier, an October, 2024,
report noted that JeM had been ef-
fectively running an online cam-
paign to recruit disgruntled people,
with the help of a Telegram chan-
nel, and actively inviting Muslim
youth from Assam, Maharashtra,
Jammu and Kashmir, Delhi and
Uttar Pradesh, to disseminate ter-
rorist-related propaganda and re-
cruit individuals for lone-wolf at-
tacks and other acts of terrorism
across India.

JeM has long been trying to in-
crease its all-India outreach. In ad-
dition to the two modules docu-
mented above, other JeM related ar-
rests across India include:

On June 21, 2026, Rajasthan ATS
arrested a woman identified as
Babita Dhakad alias Khadija from
Jaipur in Rajasthan, for being in
contact with JeM operatives.
Investigators found several profiles
in her social media friend list dis-
playing flags and content associat-
ed with JeM and other extremist or-
ganisations.

On June 5, 2026, the Uttar
Pradesh ATS and Punjab Special
Task Force (STF) arrested
Mohtseem from Bachiti village in
the Deoband area of the
Saharanpur District of Uttar
Pradesh, linked to a case in connec-
tion with the 2021 RPG attack case
at Mohali in the Sahibzada Ajit
Singh Nagar District of Punjab.
Investigative agencies claim that
Mohtseem was part of a suspected
JeM network.

On March 2, 2026, the
Maharashtra ATS arrested a 21-
year-old engineering student, Ayan
Sheikh, for suspected links with
JeM and the Islamic State (IS) from
Mumbai in Maharashtra. Sheikh is
suspected to have circulated propa-

ganda through encrypted platforms
such as Telegram, attempted re-
cruitment, and added two engineer-
ing students to extremist groups.

On January 26, 2026, a youth,
Faizan Sheikh, was arrested by the
Gujarat ATS from Charpul area of
Navsari District. According to the
ATS, preliminary investigations re-
portedly suggest that Sheikh was
influenced by the radical ideology
of JeM and Al Qaeda.

According to a December 23,
2025, report, Pakistan's Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI), along
with JeM and other militant outfits,
has been planning to infiltrate ter-
rorists into India through the
Bangladesh corridor, amid unrest
in Dhaka. Several terrorists are be-
lieved to have received training
from Pakistani agencies for infiltra-
tion. Vulnerable populations in
Bangladesh, including Rohingya
refugees, are lured with money to
participate in jihad (Holy War) and
enter India.

Further, on January 15, 2026, it
was reported that ISI and the
Pakistan Army were grooming a
second generation of terrorist lead-
ers to revive and sustain cross-bor-
der terrorism against India. A high-
level meeting was held at
Bahawalpur, Pakistan, involving
ISI and Pakistan Army officials and
senior next-generation command-
ers of JeM and LeT. JeM 'command-
er' Abdur Rauf aka Abdul Rauf
Asgar, attended the meeting and
later met JeM 'chief' Masood Azhar.
ISI is apparently shifting focus from
ageing leaders such as Masood
Azhar to the younger lot.

Since Operation Sindoor (May
7-10, 2025), JeM has been on the
path of rebuilding its infrastruc-
ture and capacities. As reported on
May 6, 2026, satellite imagery sug-
gests that JeM, is reconstructing
its headquarters, Markaz Subhan
Allah or Jamia Masjid Subhan
Allah at Bahawalpur in Punjab, lo-
cated beside Highway No. 5, which
reportedly sustained damage dur-
ing Operation Sindoor. Images
show heavy machinery and multi-
ple construction vehicles deployed
at the site. High-resolution satel-
lite images sourced from the US-
based space technology firm
Vantor, show that the mosque's
damaged domes have now been re-
paired. Another set of satellite im-
ages, dated April 22, 2026, from

Muzaffarabad in Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir (PoK), showed simi-
lar activity at a Jaish-linked facili-
ty - the Syedna Bilal Mosque. The
structure, appears to be undergo-
ing complete site clearance, with
material and supplies for further
construction also present.

According to the US
Congressional Research Service
(CRS) report, Terrorist and Other
Militant Groups in Pakistan, up-
dated on March 25, 2026, JeM has
roughly 500 armed supporters, op-
erating in India, Afghanistan, and
Pakistan.

As reported on August, 22, 2025,
to sustain a constant flow of fi-
nance, JeM is now tapping into the
digital wallet networks. Wallets
linked to Masood Azhar's family
members are being used to side-
step international scrutiny.
Posters, Facebook pages and
WhatsApp messages openly adver-
tise a campaign to build around
313 new markaz (centres), each
projected at a cost of PKR 12.5 mil-
lion. The appeal is reinforced
through a letter from Azhar him-
self, and an audio message from
his brother Talha Al Saif, urging
each supporter to donate PKR
21,000. At least 250 wallets have
been linked to this drive, while
JeM is believed to operate more
than 2,000 wallets nationwide.
Digital wallets such as EasyPaisa
and SadaPay are reportedly at the
core of this system. JeM rotates 7-8
wallets every four months, activat-
ing at least 30 new wallets monthly.
Large sums accumulated are split
into smaller amounts, or convert-
ed to cash. Roughly 80 per cent of
JeM's finances now move through
digital wallets, amounting to PKR
800-900 million annually, with a
large share coming from Gulf-
based donors.

JeM is certainly on an overhaul-
ing drive since Operation Sindoor,
trying to upgrade itself in order to
remain a potent threat for India,
diversifying recruitment drives
and efforts to garner substantial
funds from followers and sympa-
thisers. The establishment of a fe-
male unit, online outreach and
digital financing are indications
towards and evolving approach,
even as the ever-present shadow of
ISI and its relentless pursuit to
destabilize India regulates Jaish's
capacities.SAIR.

Antariksh Singh

P akistan's latest about-
face on the protests in
P a k i s t a n - o c c u p i e d

Kashmir is not statesmanship. It is
the desperate flailing of a system
that has long treated the people of
PoK as disposable subjects rather
than citizens. Just days after
Defence Minister Khawaja Asif
branded the demonstrators "ene-
mies like India," Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif's adviser Rana
Sanaullah has discovered that 99 per
cent of those linked to the banned
Joint Awami Action Committee are
"our patriotic brothers." The sudden
conversion from terrorists and trai-
tors to patriotic kin tells you every-
thing about the hollow, opportunis-
tic character of the Pakistani state.

For months, ordinary people in
PoK have taken to the streets against
soaring prices, electricity tariffs,
governance failures, and a legisla-
tive setup designed to keep real
power in Islamabad's hands. The 12
reserved "refugee" seats have long
served as a convenient tool for
Pakistani parties to install compli-
ant governments. When the Joint
Awami Action Committee mobilised
against this arrangement and broad-
er neglect, the response was classic:
ban the group under anti-terrorism
laws, impose internet blackouts, de-
ploy force, and open fire. Dozens of
civilians have been killed. The toll
since June stands at least at 90.
Hospitals were reportedly taken
over, medical help obstructed, and
journalists kept out. This is the real
face of "Azad" Kashmir.

Then the elections arrived, staged
in phases under the shadow of vio-
lence and boycott calls. The Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz, already on
course for a comfortable majority
after the first two rounds, suddenly
needed calm more than confronta-
tion. The same voices that justified
the crackdown by claiming Tehreek-
e-Taliban Pakistan elements had in-
filtrated the protests now speak of
dialogue and brotherhood.
Sanaullah promises that once the
PML-N forms the government with
a two-thirds majority, resolving the
"issue" will be the first task. Shehbaz

Sharif himself has begun talking of
sitting at the table. The timing is
transparent. Votes first, principle
never.

This is not an isolated lapse. It is
the operating system of a country
that lectures the world on Kashmir
while running an occupation
marked by economic extraction, po-
litical subordination, and periodic
repression. The people of PoK are
useful when they serve the narrative
of unfinished business with India.
The moment they demand basic
rights from their supposed libera-
tors, they become enemies. When
electoral arithmetic demands it,
they are rebranded as patriots.
Consistency is a luxury Pakistan's
establishment cannot afford.

The tragedy is compounded by
the farce of the elections them-
selves. Candidates must affirm ac-
cession to Pakistan. Internet shut-
downs and security clampdowns
have turned the process into a con-
trolled exercise rather than a gen-
uine expression of popular will.
Social media activists call it a com-
plete farce intended to camouflage il-
legal occupation and human rights
abuses. The international communi-
ty's muted response only emboldens
the pattern.

Pakistan's rulers have perfected
the art of saying one thing while
doing another. They speak of the
Kashmiri cause while denying the
people under their control the most
elementary political agency. They in-
voke jihad and solidarity when it
suits them and deploy the state's full
coercive machinery when locals re-
fuse to stay silent. The rapid shift
from "enemies" to "patriotic broth-
ers" is not evidence of learning or
maturity. It is evidence of cynicism
and weakness.

A state that cannot treat its own
occupied population with consisten-
cy or basic dignity has no moral
standing to lecture anyone. The
protests in PoK have ripped away
the propaganda. What remains is a
familiar, pathetic spectacle: a failing
establishment that changes its lan-
guage the moment power calcula-
tions demand it, leaving the dead
and the disillusioned to pay the real
price.
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Trump leaves door open to election emergency,
says stranger things have happened

Washington, President Donald
Trump appeared to leave open the
possibility of declaring a national
security emergency to impose voter
identification and citizenship re-
quirements ahead of the US
midterm elections. "Stranger things
have happened. Okay. I'll leave it at
that," Trump said in an interview
with Wayne Allyn Root on Real
America's Voice.

Root had urged Trump to invoke
emergency powers if the Senate
failed to approve the SAVE America
Act. He proposed using such author-
ity to require photo identification
and proof of citizenship and to
limit mail-in ballots.Trump did not
explicitly endorse the proposal. But
he repeatedly pressed the Senate to
act on election rules that he said
were essential ahead of the
midterms."Well, one thing is the
Senate has to get going on SAVE
America. I really believe that be-
cause people expect that to happen
and it has to happen," Trump said.

"We wanna have proof of citizen-
ship," he added. "And you got to
have voter identification."

Trump said some Republican

senators opposed the measures. He
praised House Speaker Mike
Johnson and claimed the House had
approved the legislation five times,
only for it to stall in the Senate.

"The House has passed it five
times," Trump said. He added that it
was sent to the Senate "where it
finds a place to die".

The President also renewed his
criticism of mail-in voting. He al-
leged without offering evidence that
the system was vulnerable to fraud
and singled out election practices in
California."The mail-in ballots are
so corrupt," Trump said."California

is one of the most corrupt places for
elections," he added, claiming that
Republican voters in some areas
had difficulty obtaining ballots.Root
told Trump that the election legisla-
tion might not clear the Senate. He
also said it could face an immediate
legal challenge even if Congress ap-
proved it.

He then urged Trump to declare a
national security emergency within
the next month. Root claimed such a
declaration would allow the admin-
istration to introduce photo identifi-
cation, proof-of-citizenship require-
ments and limits on mail-in voting

without waiting for the Senate.
Trump's response kept the possi-

bility alive without committing his
administration to the proposed
course. He also argued that con-
gressional passage of the legisla-
tion would make challenges more
difficult."If you get it passed, it's
going to be a big thing," he said.
"You got to have voter identifica-
tion. And you got to have proof of
citizenship."The election proposal
discussed in the interview is part
of a broader Republican effort to
require documentary proof of US
citizenship when people register to
vote in federal elections.
Supporters say such requirements
would strengthen election safe-
guards, while opponents argue that
eligible citizens without ready ac-
cess to the necessary documents
could be prevented from register-
ing.

Federal law already prohibits
non-citizens from voting in federal
elections. Elections are adminis-
tered primarily by state and local
authorities within a framework set
by the US Constitution and federal
law.(agencies)

US senator urges Trump administration to
crackdown on illegal Chinese transshipment

Washington, A Republican senator
has urged the US Department of
Homeland Security to crackdown on
illegal transshipment schemes that he
said allow Chinese manufacturers to
conceal the origin of goods and evade
American tariffs.Senator Bernie
Moreno of Ohio made the appeal in a
letter to Homeland Security Secretary
Markwayne Mullin. He said the prac-
tice costs the United States billions of
dollars in tariff revenue and threatens
domestic manufacturing jobs, particu-
larly in the automobile industry.

"Illegal transshipment is a deliber-
ate scheme by foreign manufacturers,
overwhelmingly based in the People's
Republic of China, to falsify where
their goods are made, launder them
through a third country, slap on a new
label, and dump them into the
American market, eluding tariffs and
other duties imposed on the true coun-
try of origin," Moreno wrote.

"Every one of these shipments rep-
resents a company breaking
American law and stealing competi-
tive advantage from American busi-
nesses," he said.Moreno cited trade
data showing a record USD 112 billion
gap between goods China reported ex-

porting to the United States and those
recorded by US Customs and Border
Protection as arriving in the country
last year.He said the discrepancy could
mean that as much as one-quarter of
everything China shipped to the
United States last year escaped tariff
enforcement.

"This sustained act of trade fraud
against the American economy is cost-
ing taxpayers billions in lost revenue
and threatening law-abiding
American businesses and the jobs
they provide," Moreno wrote.

The senator said the issue had seri-
ous implications for Ohio. The auto-
mobile industry supports more than
329,400 jobs in the state and con-
tributes USD 41.43 billion to its gross
state product, according to the letter.

Moreno pointed to a January 2024
federal search at the Moraine, Ohio,
plant of Harco Manufacturing Group,
the US subsidiary of Chinese auto
parts manufacturer Qingdao
Sunsong.Homeland Security
Investigations executed the search
warrant. Congressional investigations
had previously identified Qingdao
Sunsong over allegations that it cir-
cumvented Section 301 tariffs.Those

investigations alleged that the compa-
ny moved products through Thailand,
where they underwent limited trans-
formation, before shipping them to the
United States."This is what illegal
transshipment looks like: Chinese
companies setting up shadow opera-
tions in other countries to cheat U.S.
trade laws while American businesses
play by the rules," Moreno wrote.The
senator said he supported the Trump
administration's tariff policy but
warned that duties would be effective
only when collected and enforced
without exception.He acknowledged
the department's use of artificial intel-
ligence to improve supply-chain visi-
bility, its Enforce and Protect Act in-
vestigations and the work of
Homeland Security Investigations'
Global Trade and Investigations divi-
sion. He also urged the department to
determine whether it needed addition-
al powers to pursue tariff evaders.

Section 301 of the Trade Act of 1974
permits the United States to respond to
foreign trade practices it considers un-
fair or discriminatory. Washington im-
posed several rounds of Section 301 tar-
iffs on Chinese products during
President Donald Trump's first term.

Senators urge Trump administration to escalate efforts
for release of five US nationals detained in Russia 

US plans to boost Arctic
Security with cutter at Coast

Guard Base Kodiak in Alaska

Abduction of Panchen Lama result of China prioritising
political control over religious tradition: Report 

Former Nepal PM Deuba returns home after five
months abroad amid money-laundering probe

Kathmandu, Former Nepali
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur
Deuba on Thursday returned home
to a rousing welcome from his sup-
porters at Tribhuvan International
Airport in Kathmandu, five
months after he had left for
Singapore to get a "medical check-
up". A large crowd of leaders and
party workers, including former of-
fice-bearers of the party - then act-
ing President Purna Bahadur
Khadka, Krishna Prasad Sitaula,
Prakash Man Singh, Bimalendra
Nidhi and Prakash Sharan Mahat,
among others welcomed Deuba as
he arrived at the airport via
Thailand.

Supporters chanted slogans in
support of Deuba who is facing
both legal and political challenge at
home as he was ousted by the con-
tested Special General Convention
in January.

Deuba had left the country on
February 25 for Singapore, report-
edly for a "medical check-up", and
stayed abroad for months as he

faced a money-laundering in-
vestigation after large amounts
of cash were seen being burnt
by protesters at his residence
during the GenZ movement in
September last year.Nepali au-
thorities have already frozen his
domestic assets and bank ac-
counts as part of the ongoing in-
vestigation.Days after the cur-
rent government, led by Prime
Minister Balendra Shah, came to
power, arrest warrants were issued
against Deuba and his wife at the
request of the Department of
Money Laundering Investigation.

The Nepali government had ear-
lier made an unsuccessful attempt
to have a Red Corner Notice issued
in his name by Interpol while he
was abroad.

The Supreme Court subsequent-
ly annulled the arrest warrant on
May 25, which possibly led Deuba
to decide to return home.

His return comes at a time when
his party is moving towards a pos-
sible split, with his faction sched-

uled to organise a national gather-
ing of cadres in Kathmandu on
Friday.Former General Secretary
of the party Shashanka Koirala is
leading the effort to hold the sepa-
rate gathering, as the faction re-
mains hopeful that the Supreme
Court will invalidate the party's
Special General Convention held in
January, which elected a new
Central Working Committee head-
ed by Gagan Thapa as president, re-
placing then-incumbent President
Deuba.

Earlier, the Supreme Court had
legitimised the Special General
Convention, allowing the grand old

party to contest the elections
under Thapa's leadership.

The party subsequently suf-
fered a humiliating defeat in the
March 5 elections, prompting
sharp criticism of Thapa's lead-
ership from the Deuba
faction.The faction had sought a
review of the Supreme Court's
April 17 verdict that granted le-
gitimacy to the Thapa-led fac-

tion.Last week, however, the
Supreme Court allowed the review
petition, sending the case back for a
fresh hearing before a three-judge
bench. The outcome of the new
hearing will determine the party's
official status.

Although his return could en-
ergise his faction within the
party, it remains unclear how the
state will treat him given the on-
going investigation against him
and his wife, former Foreign
Minister Arzu Deuba, who ac-
companied him abroad.His wife
and son, Jayabir, have not re-
turned home from abroad. Deuba

and his wife, who were badly
beaten by protesters during the
Gen-Z movement last year, left the
country citing medical treatment,
but their prolonged stay abroad
remained unexplained.The cou-
ple has not publicly disclosed de-
tails of their movements abroad,
nor have they specified what ail-
ments the former Prime Minister
was being treated for.

During this period, they were
believed to have moved from
Singapore to Hong Kong. Videos
of the Deubas strolling in Hong
Kong have surfaced on social
media from time to time, al-
though the couple never explicit-
ly confirmed that they were in
Hong Kong.

More significantly, questions
remain over who financed their
extended stay and medical treat-
ment. These questions have as-
sumed greater significance amid
the ongoing money-laundering
investigation into the Deuba fam-
ily. (agencies)

Baloch armed groups attack Pakistani forces,
infrastructure in Balochistan, Sindh

Quetta, The Baloch armed groups
claimed responsibility for a series of
attacks targeting Pakistani forces
and infrastructure across Pakistan's
Balochistan and Sindh provinces
that resulted in the death of four mil-
itary personnel, local media reported
on Thursday.

In a statement to the media, United
Baloch Army (UBA) spokesperson
Mazar Baloch said that the group's
fighters attacked a Pakistani mili-
tary checkpost at Daraz Beet, in
Balochistan's Bolan region, on
Monday using a remote-controlled
explosive device. He claimed that
four military personnel were killed
in the attack, while another sus-
tained serious injuries.

According to Mazar Baloch, UBA
fighters had been closely tracking
military movements between the
Daraz Beet and Panjra Bridge check-
posts, collecting information about
movements of convoys and person-
nel in the area.

Separately, the Baloch Republican
Guards (BRG) spokesperson Dostain

Baloch said that the group's fighters
carried out an explosion targeting
two 220kV electricity towers near
Chattar in Naseerabad district in
Balochistan on Tuesday night. He
said explosives were planted at the
towers before being detonated, re-
sulting in extensive damage to both,
The Balochistan Post reported.

In another incident, the BRG
claimed that its fighters planted ex-
plosives at an agriculture office in
Dhadar region of Balochistan's
Kachhi district, on August 9, causing
severe damage to the building. The
group alleged that the office was
being used by the "occupying
Pakistani state" to destroy the agri-
culture sector in Balochistan.

The BRG further said that the
group's fighters blew up two electric-
ity towers near Shikarpur in Sindh
on Monday night, resulting in severe
damage.

Both Baloch armed groups vowed
to continue operations against
Pakistani forces until what they de-
scribed as "complete independence

of Balochistan."
These latest incidents come

against the backdrop of escalating
attacks by Baloch groups targeting
Pakistani military and police forces
across Balochistan in recent days, re-
sulting in heavy casualties and dam-
age to infrastructure.

Earlier this week, the Baloch
Liberation Army (BLA) took respon-
sibility for 38 operations across
Balochistan targeting Pakistani
forces, claiming that over 32 military
personnel and operatives were killed
and dozens of others were injured,
local media reported.

In a statement issued to the
media on Tuesday, BLA spokesper-
son Jeeyand Baloch said the at-
tacks were carried out between
August 1 and 8. He said that the
group targeted Pakistani military
convoys, vehicles, camps and foot
patrols, as well as trade routes,
bridges, railway infrastructure, po-
lice posts and vehicles transporting
minerals and other goods.(agen-
cies)

Washington, A group of 16
Democratic senators has urged the
Trump administration to intensify
efforts to secure the release of five
US nationals detained in Russia,
some for more than four years.

The appeal followed the release
of US Marine veteran Robert
Gilman, who had been detained in
Russia since 2022. The senators
said five other Americans re-
mained imprisoned and had not
been formally designated by the ad-
ministration as wrongfully de-
tained.

"We are united in the belief that
the safe return of US nationals de-
tained abroad must remain a prior-
ity of the United States govern-
ment," the senators wrote to
Secretary of State Marco Rubio.

"We are deeply concerned that
the current Administration has yet
to utilise the authorities outlined
in the Levinson Act to designate
the US nationals detained by the
Russian Federation as wrongful de-
tainees and elevate their cases to
SPEHA," they said.

SPEHA is the Office of the
Special Presidential Envoy for
Hostage Affairs.The letter was led
by Senate Democratic Leader
Chuck Schumer and Senators
Mark Warner and Tim Kaine of
Virginia.

The detained Americans were
identified as Andre
Khachatoorian, David Barnes,
Olga Jezler, Alexsandr Antonov
and Charles "Chuck" Zimmerman.

As of Wednesday,

Khachatoorian had been held for
1,688 days, Barnes for 1,671 days
and Jezler for 1,506 days. Antonov
had been detained for 524 days and
Zimmerman for 420 days, accord-
ing to the senators.

They said at least five
Americans in Russian custody had
not received a wrongful detention
designation under the Robert
Levinson Hostage Recovery and
Hostage-Taking Accountability
Act.

Such a designation would im-
prove coordination within the US
government, strengthen negotia-
tions and provide additional sup-
port to detainees and their fami-
lies, the senators said.

Stephen Hubbard is the only
American currently held in Russia

who has been formally designated
as wrongfully detained, according
to the letter. The 74-year-old has
been in custody since April 2022
and received the designation in
January 2025.

The senators asked the adminis-
tration to ensure adequate con-
sular access to all US nationals in
Russian detention. They also called
for a clear plan to secure their re-
lease outside stalled negotiations
over the war in Ukraine or other
disputes in US-Russia relations.

They urged the administration
to consider designating Russia as a
State Sponsor of Wrongful
Detention. The designation has
previously been applied to Iran and
Afghanistan.

"My heart breaks for these five

Americans who are trapped, away
from their families, confined in a
Russian prison," Schumer said.
"These are people who have had
their futures taken from them, all
to be used as a pawn in a larger
conflict."

Gilman was released after 1,666
days in Russian custody. His re-
lease came after reports that he
was unresponsive and at risk of
dying because of alleged mistreat-
ment.

The Levinson Act established
procedures for determining
whether a US national held by a
foreign government is wrongfully
detained. It also strengthened the
government's ability to coordinate
hostage recovery efforts and assist
affected families.(agencies)

Beijing, The abduction of
the 11th Panchen Lama was
a direct result of China's de-
cision to prioritise political
control over religious tradi-
tion. The case showcases
how authoritarian regimes
use religious succession to
maintain power, a report has
detailed.

In the mid-1990s, China
and Dharamshala agreed to
jointly search for the 11th
Panchen Lama. China ap-
pointed Chadrel Rinpoche, a
respected abbot of
Tashilhunpo Monastery, to
head the search committee,
to find the rightful reincar-
nation of the Panchen Lama,
a figure second only to the
Dalai Lama in Tibetan
Buddhism, Khedroob
Thondup, nephew of the
Dalai Lama, wrote in The
Tibet Express.

After investigation,
Chadrel Rinpoche identified

Gedhun Choekyi
Nyima as the
reincarnation.
Initially, China
a n d
D h a r a m s h a l a
agreed on the
choice, and
C h a d r e l
Rinpoche wrote
to the Tibetan
spiritual leader, the Dalai
Lama, to make the formal an-
nouncement. In May 1995,
the Dalai Lama recognised
Gedhun Choekyi Nyima as
the 11th Panchen Lama.

After the Dalai Lama's an-
nouncement, China reversed
its initial confirmation and
termed the announcement
'illegal' and installed its own
candidate, Gyaincain Norbu,
as the state sanctioned
Panchen Lama. Three days
after the Dalai Lama's an-
nouncement, Gedhun
Choekyi Nyima (six) and his

family were kidnapped.
According to Thondup,

the whereabouts of the 11th
Panchen Lama remain un-
known even after 30 years.
China's refusal to provide ev-
idence of his safety demon-
strates the political nature of
his disappearance. China's
reversal to recognise Gedhun
Choekyi Nyima as the 11th
Panchen Lama showcases
the fragility of negotiated
understandings when spiri-
tual legitimacy collides with
political authority.

"The abduction of

Gedhun Choekyi
Nyima was not
an accident of
history - it was
the direct result
of Beijing's deci-
sion to prioritise
political control
over religious tra-
dition. The initial
agreement be-

tween Beijing and
Dharamsala could have been
a rare bridge across the di-
vide. Instead, Beijing's rever-
sal transformed a child into a
hostage of geopolitics. Until
Gedhun Choekyi Nyima is
seen, free, and allowed to ful-
fil his spiritual role, the cred-
ibility of China's commit-
ments to international law
and religious freedom will
remain in question,"  wrote
Thondup.

In May, the International
Campaign for Tibet (ICT)
and Tibetans, Tibetan

Buddhists and Tibet support-
ers around the world urged
the Chinese Communist
Party (CCP) to release the
11th Panchen Lama immedi-
ately and restore his rights
and freedoms under China's
laws and its international
commitments.

ICT President Tencho
Gyatso said, "On May 17, we
mark a tragic day in Tibetan
history, when the Chinese
government stole a venerat-
ed religious leader - a six-
year-old boy - from us. The
CCP continues to hold him
and his family to this day."

"We implore President
Trump, Secretary Rubio and
other international leaders
to tell President Xi and other
Chinese officials to immedi-
ately release the Panchen
Lama and end their interfer-
ence in Tibetan cultural and
religious practices," Gyatso
added.

Washington, The United States is
preparing to station an Arctic Security
Cutter at Coast Guard Base Kodiak in
Alaska as Washington expands its secu-
rity presence in the strategically impor-
tant polar region.

US Homeland Security Secretary
Markwayne Mullin announced the plan
during a visit to the base with Coast
Guard Commandant Admiral Kevin
Lunday and Republican Senator Dan
Sullivan of Alaska."The Arctic is a cru-
cial region for securing our Homeland,
and soon this base will see an influx of
resources, including an Arctic Security
Cutter, that will further protect our inter-
ests in this region," Mullin said.

The Department of Homeland
Security did not provide a delivery date
or disclose operational details about the
cutter in its announcement.

Base Kodiak is the largest US Coast
Guard base in the world. It serves as a
major centre for operations across
Alaska and the surrounding maritime
region.Mullin said the Trump adminis-
tration had invested $25 billion in the
Coast Guard. He described it as the
largest single investment in the service's
history.

"Under President Trump's leadership,
the Coast Guard is receiving the recogni-
tion and support it has long deserved,"
Mullin said. "Thanks to President
Trump and his One Big Beautiful Bill,
we have invested USD 25 billion into the
Coast Guard- the largest single invest-
ment in its history."

"Today, the Coast Guard is stronger
than it's ever been," he added.During the
visit, Mullin addressed about 300 Coast

Guard personnel at Air Station Kodiak.
He recognised several personnel nomi-
nated by their supervisors for exception-
al performance.

Mullin, Lunday and Sullivan also
toured a pier at the base. The secretary
and the Coast Guard commandant visit-
ed the new Nemetz housing complex for
service personnel.Mullin later took part
in an aerial tour and observed a Coast
Guard rescue swimmer demonstration.

The Kodiak visit formed part of a
wider trip to Alaska. Earlier in the week,
Mullin toured a US Customs and Border
Protection cargo screening facility in
Anchorage.He also met Transportation
Security Administration personnel at
Ted Stevens Anchorage International
Airport.

The planned deployment comes as the
United States places greater emphasis on
its ability to operate in the Arctic. Coast
Guard vessels carry out search-and-res-
cue missions, maritime security opera-
tions, environmental response and en-
forcement in some of the world's most
difficult conditions.Alaska gives the
United States direct access to the Arctic.
The region's long distances, limited in-
frastructure, harsh weather and exten-
sive coastline make sustained operations
difficult and increase the importance of
ships designed for polar conditions.

The Arctic has gained strategic im-
portance as changing ice conditions af-
fect maritime access. The United States
and other Arctic nations have sought to
strengthen their ability to monitor
shipping, protect territorial interests
and respond to emergencies across the
region.(agencies)
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India's merchandise exports
clock 19.6 per cent growth in

July despite global headwinds

Centre receives 20 bids towards
manufacturing rare earth minerals

India's competitive exam coaching
market set to hit $23-26 billion by FY30

New Delhi, India's merchandise ex-
ports rose by 19.6 per cent to $44.24 bil-
lion in July from $40.41 billion in the
previous month despite the uncertain-
ties in global markets due to the ongo-
ing Middle East conflict.

Commerce Secretary Rajesh
Agarwal said that the increase in the
country's outbound shipments was due
to higher exports of electronics, engi-
neering and marine goods, and petrole-
um products.

India's exports to West Asian coun-
tries increased by 8.62 per cent to $5.7
billion in July, Agarwal told journalists.

However, imports also increased to
$76.22 billion in July compared with
$70.84 billion in June due to the harden-
ing of crude prices in the global market
as the Strait of Hormuz, through which
20 per cent of the world's exports of oil
and gas transit, continued to remain
choked. The Houthi attacks on ships
near the Red Sea have only worsened

the situation as it has led to a further re-
striction in the movement of oil from
the Gulf. The higher imports caused
India's merchandise trade deficit to
widen to $31.98 billion in July from
$30.43 billion in June, reflecting a high-
er gap between the country's goods im-
ports and exports.

The increase in the merchandise
trade deficit largely reflects higher im-
ports of essential and productive goods
required for economic growth, industri-
alisation, and export competitiveness,
rather than any structural weakness in
India's external sector, the government
told the Parliament this week.

A significant share of India's im-

ports comprises crude oil, electronic
goods, machinery and capital goods,
gold and precious stones, fertilisers and
other intermediate inputs, which are
essential for meeting domestic con-
sumption requirements, ensuring ener-
gy security, supporting manufacturing,
infrastructure development and indus-
trial expansion, it said.

During April-July in the current fi-
nancial year, exports surged 17.04 per
cent to $173.78 billion while imports
rose 19.27 per cent to $292.38 billion.

The government also informed par-
liament that there was a strong growth
momentum in exports during April-
June FY 2026-27, with merchandise ex-
ports reaching $129.54 billion, the high-
est-ever quarterly performance in
India's history. This achievement high-
lights the resilience of the external sec-
tor and the growing competitiveness of
Indian exports in a challenging global
trade environment.

New Delhi, The Ministry of Heavy
Industries (MHI) on Thursday said it
received 20 bids through global ten-
der for selection of manufacturers
for establishing integrated Sintered
Rare Earth Permanent Magnet
Manufacturing Facilities under the
Scheme to Promote Manufacturing of
Sintered Rare Earth Permanent
Magnet (REPM).

The scheme, a first-of-its-kind ini-
tiative, aims to establish a total capacity
of 6,000 Metric Tons Per Annum
(MTPA) of integrated Rare Earth
Permanent Magnet manufacturing fa-
cilities in India, thereby enhancing self-
reliance and positioning India as a key
player in the global REPM market.

It envisions allocating the total capac-
ity to five beneficiaries through a global
competitive bidding process. Each bene-
ficiary will be allotted up to 1,200 MTPA
of capacity."The total duration of the
scheme will be 7 years from the date of

award, including a 2-year gestation peri-
od for setting up an integrated REPM
manufacturing facility, and 5 years for
incentive disbursement on the sale of
REPM," said the ministry.

Rare Earth Permanent Magnets
are among the most powerful mag-
nets in the world and are widely
used in electric vehicles, wind tur-
bines, high-end electronics, aero-
space and defence systems.

By building a complete value
chain from NdPr oxide to finished

magnets in India, the Scheme is
expected to significantly reduce
import dependence in this sector,
the minister observed.By foster-
ing indigenous capabilities in
REPM production, the scheme
will not only secure the REPM
supply chain for domestic indus-
tries but also support the nation's
Net Zero 2070 commitment.

On November 26, 2025, the
Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, approved
the REPM scheme with a financial
outlay of Rs 7,280 crore.

Request For Proposal (RFP) was
floated on CPP portal on March
20, 2026. The pre-bid conference
was held on April 7, 2026. The last
date for receiving bids was August
12, 2026, on CPP portal and the
technical bids were opened on
August 13 in the presence of the
bidders.(agencies)

India's total installed power capacity reaches

552 GW, non-fossil portion hits 54 pc share

Supplier tax default should not hurt
genuine businesses: Industry body

New Delhi, The Federation of
Indian Micro and Small &amp;
Medium Enterprises (FISME) on
Thursday urged Finance Ministry
and GST Council to introduce leg-
islative safeguards to protect bona
fide taxpayers following the
Supreme Court's recent judgment
that made supplier tax payment
mandatory for Input Tax Credit
(ITC). The SC had upheld Section
16(2)(c) of the CGST Act, which per-
mits denial of Input Tax Credit
(ITC) where a supplier has failed to
deposit tax.

The ruling made relief for bona
fide taxpayers in case of supplier
default, largely dependent on leg-
islative and administrative reforms
rather than judicial interpretation.
The industry body emphasised the
need for legislative action to ensure
honest taxpayers are not penalised

for supplier de-
faults beyond their
control.

FISME called for
a statutory Safe
Harbour for bona
fide taxpayers that
ensures ITC to businesses with
valid tax invoices, proof of receipt
of goods or services, and banking-
channel payments.In case of suppli-
er defaults, recovery should be pur-
sued against the defaulting suppli-
er, the industry body said.

FISME also sought a time-bound
GST refund mechanism, including
automatic payment of interest on
delayed refunds, to prevent working
capital from being locked up, partic-
ularly for MSMEs and exporters.

It also recommended simplifying
GST compliance through faster im-
plementation of the One PAN-One

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
framework to enable
more centralised
compliance and re-
duce duplication
across registrations.

FISME stressed
predictable technology rollouts
with adequate transition periods
and sandbox testing before major
system changes, mandatory pre-no-
tice reconciliation, faceless adjudi-
cation, and measures to reduce
avoidable litigation.

"Our recommendations do not
seek any relaxation in tax obliga-
tions. They aim to reduce compli-
ance costs, improve certainty, un-
lock working capital, strengthen
voluntary compliance and make
GST administration more effi-
cient, transparent and taxpayer-
friendly," said Anil Bhardwaj,

Secretary General, FISME.
As India's indirect tax regime

GST enters its tenth year of im-
plementation, the number of reg-
istered GST taxpayers has grown
from 66.5 lakh in 2017 to over 1.65
crore as of May 2026.

The widening taxpayer base in-
dicates the growing formalisation
of India's economy.

Gross GST collections have
also risen from Rs 7.4 lakh crore
in 2017-18 to over Rs 22.27 lakh
crore in FY26, while July 2026 col-
lections stood at Rs 2.11 lakh
crore, up 15.4 per cent year-on-
year.

Meanwhile, MSMEs continue
to remain the backbone of the
Indian economy, contributing 31.1
per cent of GDP, 48.58 per cent of
exports and 35.4 per cent of manu-
facturing output.(agencies)

Nifty extend losing streak for 3rd session
as metal stocks drag market lower

Gold derivatives can boost financial
markets, price discovery in India: Report

Mumbai, The benchmark
equity indices extended
their losses for a third con-
secutive session on
Thursday, ending modest-
ly lower after trading with-
in a narrow range
throughout the day amid
subdued investor senti-
ment.

The Sensex increased
113.61 points, or 0.15 per
cent, to close at 78,079.96,
while the Nifty shed 40.10
points, or 0.16 per cent, to
settle at 24,395.85.

Commenting on Nifty
technical outlook, experts
said that on the daily chart,
the index is approaching a
key technical support zone
around 24,325, where the 20-
day Simple Moving Average
(SMA) coincides with the
38.2 per cent Fibonacci re-
tracement level.

"As long as the 24,325 sup-
port remains intact, the
broader uptrend is likely to
resume, with the index ex-

pected to retest the immedi-
ate resistance around
24,775," an analyst stated.

"A decisive move above
that level could open the
door for a further advance
towards 24,900," as per the
expert.

Selling pressure in
heavyweight stocks
weighed on the bench-
marks, with Hindalco
Industries, UltraTech
Cement and Grasim
Industries emerging as the

top losers on the Nifty
index.

Despite weakness in the
frontline indices, broader
markets displayed re-
silience. The Nifty MidCap
index ended 0.15 per cent
higher, while the Nifty
SmallCap index gained 0.27
per cent.

Among sectoral indices,
the Nifty Metal index was
the worst performer, falling
more than 1 per cent amid
weakness in metal stocks.

In contrast, the Nifty
Chemical index outper-
formed its peers and
ended as the top sectoral
gainer for the session.

Experts said that the
market participants large-
ly remained cautious
throughout the day, keep-
ing benchmark indices
confined to a tight trading
range.

"In the near term, mar-
ket direction is likely to be
shaped by developments

in energy markets, geopolit-
ical risks and the sustain-
ability of foreign capital in-
flows," a market expert stat-
ed.Meanwhile, the Indian
rupee experienced steady
depreciation throughout
today's session, driven by
strong dollar demand from
importers.

"In the near term, spot
USDINR is expected to head
higher with support at 95.10
and resistance at 95.60," an
analyst stated.(agencies)

New Delhi, India's total installed power ca-
pacity reached 552 GW in July 2026, up from
249 GW in 2014, a government factsheet said
on Thursday, adding that non-fossil capacity
reached 300.50 GW (as of July 31, 2026), ac-
counting for over 54 per cent of total in-
stalled capacity. India ranks third globally in
renewable energy installed capacity. India's
installed solar capacity has reached 164.59
GW (as of July 31, 2026), rising from 2.8 GW
in 2014.

"Solar is now the largest component of
India's renewable energy capacity. India be-
came the world's second-largest solar growth
market in 2025, adding more than 37 GW of
solar capacity, compared with 34 GW added
by the United States," the factsheet in-
formed.Launched with a total outlay of Rs
75,021 crore for 1 crore households in
February 2024, the PM-Surya Ghar Muft Bijli
Yojana has seen 51.58 lakh households bene-
fiting from rooftop solar installations across
the country (As of August 12, 2026).

Approximately Rs 28,024 crore in subsidy
has been transferred to the beneficiaries.
Nearly 19 lakh households are now receiving
zero electricity bills. Cumulatively, 14.8 GW
of rooftop solar capacity has been commis-

sioned under the scheme so far, according to
the factsheet.With installed capacity at 58.14
GW (as of July 31), wind energy continues to
be an important pillar of India's renewable
energy expansion.India ranks fourth global-
ly in installed wind power capacity. The sec-
tor is also seeing stronger annual additions
and growing domestic manufacturingIndia
added 6.05 GW in FY 2025-26, its highest-ever
annual wind capacity addition and 46 per
cent higher than FY 2024-25. Around 28 GW
of additional wind capacity is under imple-
mentation.

Notably, wind turbine manufacturing ca-
pacity reached about 24 GW (March 2026), up
from 10 GW in 2014. The sector has achieved
70-80 per cent indigenisation across key com-
ponents.Meanwhile, coal continues to play a
major role in India's energy security and
electricity supply. It meets nearly 55 per cent
of the country's primary energy needs and
supports over 70 per cent of its electricity
generation.India has about 4,00,715 million
tonnes (MT) of coal reserves and is the
world's second-largest coal producer and con-
sumer. The country produced 1,047.52 MT of
coal in FY2024-25 and 1,040.08 MT in FY2025-
26, compared with 609.18 MT in FY2014-15.

New Delhi, Amid huge
surge in digital connectivity,
winners of India's main com-
petitive exams are largely
from few institutions, and the
gap could reshape India's test
preparation market projected
to reach $23-26 billion by
FY30, a report said on
Thursday.

The growth will be sup-
ported by a larger aspirant
base, deeper penetration of
organised preparation and
rising spend per student, the
report from Redseer Strategy
Consultants.

"A decade of digital expan-
sion has put test preparation
within reach of millions of
Indian students, but the
country's top ranks remain
concentrated among a rela-
tively small group of institu-

tions," the report said.
JEE and NEET aspirants

together account for nearly
70 per cent of the undergrad-
uate entrance preparation
market, with families often
committing several years
and significant household
spend to coaching.Success
rates for the most sought
after outcomes remain
roughly 1 per cent for IIT ad-
missions and 3 per cent for
preferred government med-
ical seats, making past per-
formance a critical factor for
serious aspirants.

Among offline aspirants,
57 per cent ranked faculty
quality among their top three
considerations, while 44 per
cent ranked past results
among their top three consid-
erations.Aspirants targeting

ranks below 1,000 placed even
greater emphasis on faculty
and results where 59 per cent
cited faculty quality and 51
per cent cited past results.

"This creates an opportuni-
ty to use technology much
more deeply, from identifying
learning gaps to improving
testing and intervention. The
institutes that can combine
academic rigour with this in-
telligence at scale will be well
placed to earn the trust of the
next generation of aspi-
rants," said Mukesh Kumar,
Associate Partner, Redseer
S t r a t e g y
Consultants.Students use
peer conversations, institute
data, topper interviews and
other sources to examine re-
sult claims before enrolling.
This scrutiny becomes com-

plex when the same rank
holder may have had differ-
ent relationships with sever-
al institutes through class-
room programmes, test se-
ries or shorter courses.

Credible results carry
more weight for institutes
when students can trace
them back to sustained aca-
demic involvement.The re-
port said that 71 per cent of
surveyed Tier 1 aspirants
and 67 per cent of Tier 2+ as-
pirants outside major prepa-
ration hubs are unwilling to
relocate.The annual cost of
studying in established hubs
is estimated at Rs 2.5-2.8 lakh,
compared with Rs 1.1-1.4 lakh
in non-hub cities, with ac-
commodation, food and relo-
cation accounting for much
of the difference.(agencies)

India's total goods and services exports post
13.3 pc growth to cross $80 billion in July

Mumbai, The evolution of gold de-
rivatives reflects a broader opportu-
nity for India's commodity markets -
- to build stronger domestic price
references, enable businesses to
hedge price risk within India, create
investment avenues and develop a
deeper risk-management ecosystem
across commodities, a new report
has said.

India's gold market is moving
from physical ownership towards a
more financialised market, with de-
rivatives giving participants greater
ability to discover prices, manage
risk and participate in organised
markets, said the report by MCX
launched during the 'Global
Commodity Conclave 2026' here.

Gold has evolved from a store of
wealth into a financial asset ac-
cessed through ETFs, digital gold,
collateral, and derivatives.

The report, titled 'Gold
Derivatives-Deepening the Market
and the Road Ahead in India', identi-
fies gold derivatives as an important
force in this transition, broadening
access to organised markets beyond
traditional bullion dealers to in-
vestors, jewellers, refiners, im-

porters and financial institutions.
Since the introduction of gold de-

rivatives in 2003, the market has
grown significantly, with average
daily turnover exceeding Rs 2.2 lakh
crore and average daily open inter-
est standing at 43 tonnes, reflecting
sustained participation and long-
term interest in the market.

Around 175 tonnes of gold have
also been physically delivered
through the exchange mechanism
since inception.

"This physical delivery demon-
strates the confidence of market
participants in the robustness and
efficiency of the organised market
mechanism and highlights how de-
rivatives can create a stronger con-
nection between financial markets
and the physical gold ecosystem,"
said the report.

The evolution of gold derivatives
also reflects a broader opportunity
for India's commodity markets: to
build stronger domestic price refer-

ences, enable businesses to hedge
price risk within India, create in-
vestment avenues and develop a
deeper risk-management ecosystem
across commodities.Price discovery
is one of the most important roles of
commodity derivatives. Exchange-
traded futures and options can pro-
vide transparent and efficient price
references for market participants,
helping businesses make decisions
around inventory, production, pro-
curement, storage and marketing,
said the report.The report also high-
lights the potential for Indian gold
futures to play an even greater role
in domestic and regional price dis-
covery.

Given India's established gold
trade links with South Asia and the
Gulf region, Indian gold futures
have the potential to contribute
more significantly to regional price
discovery.As participation and liq-
uidity deepen across bullion, met-
als, energy and agri commodities,
there is an opportunity for India-
specific price references to become
increasingly relevant to domestic
businesses and market participants,
said the report.

New Delhi, India's total exports of
merchandise and services for July
this year clocked a double digit
growth of 13.31 per cent at $80.14 bil-
lion, compared to the same month of
the previous year, according to data
released by the Commerce Ministry
on Thursday.

The total imports of merchandise
and services also rose by 15.83 per
cent at $95.16 billion during the
month, compared to July 2025.

India's merchandise exports during
July this year increased to $44.24 bil-
lion from $36.98 billion in the same
month of the previous year, the data
showed.The major drivers of merchan-
dise exports growth in July include pe-
troleum products, electronic goods, en-
gineering goods, chemicals and textiles
including handloom products.

Petroleum products exports in-
creased by 67.64 per cent to $6.92 billion,

while electronic goods shipments in-
creased by 57.4 per cent to $5.92 billion
during the month compared to July 2025.

Similarly, engineering goods exports
increased by 17.71 per cent to $12.24 bil-
lion during the month while organic and
inorganic chemicals exports increased
by 14.39 per cent to $2.8 billion.The
labour-intensive textile segment com-
prising cotton yarn, fabrics, made-ups
and handloom products recorded an 8.4

per cent increase in exports to $1.02 bil-
lion in July this year, compared to the
same month of the previous year.The
estimated value of services export for
July 2026 is $35.89 billion, as compared
to $33.74 billion in the same month last
year, while the estimated value of serv-
ices imports for the month is $18.94 bil-
lion, as compared to $17.30 billion in
July 2025.Meanwhile, the country's
total exports of merchandise and serv-
ices during April-July of the current

financial year are estimated at $316.42
billion, which represents a 13.16 per cent
growth from the corresponding figure of
$279.63 billion in the same four-month
period of 2025-26.

The cumulative value of merchan-
dise exports during April-July 2026-
27 was $ 173.78 billion, up 17.04 per
cent from $ 48.48 billion during the
same period of the previous finan-
cial year.(agencies)

Tata Motors Passenger Vehicles Q1
profit plunges 80 pc to Rs 775 crore

Mumbai, Tata Motors Passenger Vehicles Limited on
Thursday reported a sharp decline in profitability for the first
quarter of FY27, with consolidated net profit falling more than 80
per cent year-on-year (YoY). According to the company's regulatory
filing, consolidated net profit dropped 80.3 per cent to Rs 775 crore
in the June quarter from Rs 3,924 crore in the corresponding peri-
od last financial year (Q1 FY26).The automaker's revenue rose 9.3
per cent year-on-year (YoY) to Rs 95,799 crore, compared with Rs
87,677 crore in the year-ago quarter, it added in its filing.At the op-
erating level, performance remained under pressure. EBITDA de-
clined 17.2 per cent to Rs 6,326 crore during the quarter from Rs
7,639 crore a year earlier.

As a result, the company's EBITDA margin narrowed to 6.6 per
cent, compared with 8.7 per cent in the corresponding quarter of
the previous financial year, as per the filing.Commenting on the
performance, Shailesh Chandra, Managing Director &amp; CEO,
Tata Motors Passenger Vehicles Limited said that Q1 FY27 marked
a strong start to the year for Tata Motors PV, with industry-beating
46 per cent YoY volume growth driven by robust customer demand
and the success of our recent launches."Our leadership in electric
mobility strengthened further, with record quarterly EV volumes
of over 34,000 units and 112 per cent YoY growth," he added."The
new avatars of Tiago and Punch have received a strong response,
with robust bookings across powertrains, reinforcing the strength
of our multi-powertrain strategy. We are encouraged by the grow-
ing adoption of EVs across segments and the rapid mainstreaming
of electric mobility in India," Chandra noted.Dhiman Gupta, Chief
Financial Officer, TMPVL said: "Q1 FY27 was a quarter where we
focused on carrying forward the growth momentum in the domes-
tic business and preparing for an important transition year at
JLR."
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New Delhi, With the inaugural
European T20 Premier League
(ETPL) scheduled to get under-
way on August 26, Dublin
Guardians captain and mentor
Ravichandran Ashwin has wel-
comed Ireland's recent 2-0 series
victory over India, pointing to the
result and the nature of the pitch-
es as encouraging signs for crick-
et's global expansion.

Ashwin, who will lead the
Dublin Guardians in the tourna-
ment, said Ireland's triumph over
the world's No.1-ranked side un-
derlined the competitive possibil-
ities for emerging cricketing na-
tions, while also highlighting
how helpful balanced surfaces
can be for bowlers in the shortest
format.

"Two things made me very
happy. One was that a team
ranked 10th could beat a team
ranked first. I think the sport
should be like that. It is also a les-
son that the FIFA World Cup has
taught us. For this game to be-
come a truly global sport, with
more nations coming to the fore
and with cricket set to feature in
the Olympics in the next couple of
years, I see it as a huge positive,"
Ashwin told JioStar.

For Ashwin, Ireland's success
was not merely about an upset re-

sult. The veteran spinner also
saw the series as evidence of how
pitch conditions can bring differ-
ent skills and tactical approaches
into play, particularly in T20
cricket.

"The second aspect is that if
there is something in the pitch
and there is a balance between
bat and ball, bowlers are going to
come into play, which Ireland
proved beyond any doubt," he
added.

He singled out Ireland left-arm
spinner Matthew Humphreys for
particular praise, with the young-
ster's success against India pro-
viding Ashwin an example of the
continued relevance of finger
spin when conditions allow
bowlers to operate effectively.

"To have a left-arm spinner like
Humphreys bowl to Shivam Dube
and get him caught at square leg
is a lesson for people who ask me
what has happened to the art of
finger spin," he stated.

Ashwin also questioned the ex-
tent to which modern T20 cricket
has become favourable to batters,
arguing that the conditions can
make life difficult for every
bowler and force teams to rely on
detailed planning as well as an el-
ement of fortune.

"The pitches have reached a

point where any bowler can go
the distance on a given day. I
think you need a lot of luck to
survive, apart from having plenty
of plans in place in modern T20
cricket," the former India all-
rounder said.

The manner in which
Humphreys was entrusted with
responsibility late in the innings
further impressed Ashwin. The
Dublin Guardians captain point-
ed to the decision to use the spin-
ner against a left-handed batter
deep into the innings as an exam-
ple of how conditions can influ-
ence tactical calls.

"So, it was a refreshing pitch to
watch, and it was even more re-
freshing to see Humphreys being
trusted with the 18th or 19th over
against a left-hander. The pitch
had enough in it and did not
allow the left-hander to hit
through the line. So, on both
counts, it was very, very pleasing
to watch," Ashwin said.

Ashwin will now turn his at-
tention to the ETPL, where the
Dublin Guardians are among the
teams preparing for the league's
first season. The tournament has
attracted prominent names from
the cricketing world, including
Rahul Dravid and Jonty Rhodes
in ownership roles.

Dravid, the co-owner of the
Dublin Guardians, spoke highly
of Ashwin's role within the fran-
chise and underlined the value of
having an experienced cricketer
focused on leadership and nur-
turing younger players."I'm glad
that we got Ashwin on board. He
is obviously a legend of the game
and a world-class performer, but
he is also a really good captain
and leader. He is someone who
has a very clear idea and vision of
how, at this stage of his career, he
wants to focus on developing and
working with young talent,"
Dravid said.(agencies)

Ashwin hails Ireland's series win over
India as 'huge positive' as cricket set

to feature in the Olympics Guwahati, Dibrugarh
Warriors all-rounder Doikho
Das has credited India star
Hardik Pandya as his idol, say-
ing he is trying to model his
game on the dynamic all-
rounder's aggressive approach
as he continues to make his
mark in the inaugural Assam
Premier League (APL) 2026.

Das has been one of the
standout performers for the
Warriors, who sit at the top of
the points table with five wins
from six matches and 10 points.

The seamer has claimed 13
wickets in six games at an econ-
omy rate of 7.80, including an
impressive 4/33 against
Charaideo Sunrisers. He be-
lieves his admiration for
Pandya has influenced the way
he approaches bowling, particu-

larly his use of the short ball.
"Hardik Pandya is my idol. I

like the way he plays his crick-
et, and I try to learn from his
style. I focus on hitting the deck
hard and bowling aggressively,
especially with the short ball,"
Das said.

"The short ball is my stock
delivery. It has brought me suc-
cess, and with the pitches offer-
ing assistance, I am leaning into
that strength," he added.

While Das has so far made
his biggest impact with the ball,
he considers himself an all-
rounder and is waiting for an
opportunity to contribute with
the bat.

"I haven't had the chance to
bat yet, but I'm ready to make
an impact whenever the oppor-
tunity arises. I want to con-

tribute in both departments
whenever my team needs me,"
he said.

The 13-wicket haul has made
Das one of the tournament's
leading wicket-takers, but the
youngster believes keeping
things simple has been the key
to his success."My mindset is
clear. I don't focus on the batter;
I only focus on hitting my areas
and sticking to the plan. That
helps me stay disciplined and
not get distracted," he reckoned.

Despite his individual num-
bers, Das insists the team's suc-
cess remains his priority.

"Personal performances don't
matter as much if the team
doesn't win. I'm not satisfied yet
because I want to keep improv-
ing to help the team move for-
ward," he said.

'Hardik Pandya is my idol': APL's top wicket-taker

credits Indian all-rounder for success

New Delhi, For spinner Praveen
Dubey, being part of an Indian
Premier League (IPL) squad has
never been the same as getting a
genuine run in the playing XI.
After years of waiting, learning
from some of the biggest names
in Indian cricket and continuing
to build his game in domestic
competitions, the Punjab Kings
leg-spinner believes he is ready to
make the most of his next oppor-
tunity.

Dubey, who entered the IPL
ecosystem with Royal
Challengers Bengaluru in 2016
before moving to Delhi Capitals
and now Punjab Kings (PBKS),
admitted that he is yet to get
enough chances to demonstrate
his full potential at the highest
level. Rather than allowing that
frustration to weigh on him, the
leg-spinner has chosen to focus

on his development
and remain pre-
pared for the mo-
ment his opportuni-
ty arrives.

"Until now, I
haven't had enough
opportunities to play
and show my talent
or performance. So, I
have started my
process in the do-
mestic and local
leagues. And I am
ready for any chance I get,"
Praveen told IANS in an exclu-
sive interview.

The wait is not unfamiliar for
Dubey. His first IPL season with
RCB was largely a learning expe-
rience, as the youngster spent
time with senior players and
tried to understand what was re-
quired to perform at the highest

level. "So, my first year was a
very good learning experience for
me. I was selected for the IPL for
the first time," he added.

Among the senior figures he
interacted with was Virat Kohli,
with Dubey using those conversa-
tions to work on the mental side
of his game while waiting for his
opportunity. "At that time, I had

Virat with me. I used to
talk to him about how I
could improve my
mindset. And in be-
tween, I used to think
that whenever I get a
chance to play, I should
do well," Dubey stated.

After spending two
years around the RCB
setup without getting a
consistent opportunity,
Dubey moved to DC.
His chance eventually

came soon after joining the fran-
chise, and he was able to carry
the confidence of his domestic
performances into the IPL.

"When I didn't get a chance to
play for a year or two, then I
went to DC. I got a chance to play
there only after two matches. So,
I was with the players for 2 years
during my time at RCB. And I

was trying to do what I did in my
domestic career. And after play-
ing, it turned out very well. And
then I played in the 2020 finals.
So, that experience was very
good," he mentioned.

At Punjab Kings, Dubey has
another opportunity to learn
from an established leg-spinner,
with Yuzvendra Chahal now
part of the same bowling group.
The relationship between the
two goes back to their RCB days,
giving Dubey an experienced
teammate with whom he can dis-
cuss the finer details of T20
bowling.

"I was with Yuzi in RCB as
well. We used to talk a lot. And
obviously, it feels good to bowl
with him. And you get to learn a
lot, too. He has played so many
matches. He is the highest wick-
et-taker in the IPL," he opined.

'I haven't had enough opportunities to show my talent':
Praveen Dubey determined to make IPL chance count

Tanvi, Suraj bow out in semis of Squash
PSA Challenger Tour in Kolkata

UPT20: 'Team has come together well', says Kashi Rudras
captain Karan Sharma ahead of season opener

Lucknow, Two-time champions Kashi
Rudras captain Karan Sharma believes
the time spent together during the
practice camp has helped build the con-
nection within the squad and given the
players a strong base as they begin
their title defence against Meerut
Mavericks on Friday in the opening
match of the UPT20 2026 season at the
Ekana Cricket Stadium.

The opening fixture brings back a
familiar contest for Kashi Rudras. The
two sides met in last season's final,
with Kashi producing a dominant per-
formance to beat Meerut Mavericks by
eight wickets and claim their second
UPT20 title.The Rudras will return to
competitive action with a new-look
squad, following an 11-day pre-season
camp in Kanpur from August 1 to 11.
The camp brought the players together
for focused training and gave the group
valuable time to settle into their roles

ahead of the season.
"It has been a very good camp for us.

We got the space to spend time togeth-
er, understand each other, and get com-
fortable as a group before we started
thinking about this first game. It is a
great feeling to be part of a setup

where the conversations began even
before we stepped onto the field for
practice. The team has come together
really well, and we know there is a lot
of hard work ahead," Sharma said.

"We have the support and prayers of
Kashi behind us, and now it is about

taking that energy into the first game
and giving our best," he added.

Rudras set the tone last season, win-
ning seven of their 10 league matches,
including their first six, before beating
Mavericks in Qualifier 1 and the final.

Captain Karan Sharma led the
league's run charts with 519 runs and
finished as the top run-scorer, claiming
his 2nd Orange Cap in UPT20 history.
Atal Bihari Rai finished joint-second
among the leading wicket-takers with
20 wickets, while Sunil Kumar and
Kartik Yadav also made strong contri-
butions with 15 and 14 wickets respec-
tively.

The meeting also brings together
the only two teams to have won the
UPT20 League so far. Kashi Rudras lift-
ed the inaugural title in 2023 before
winning again in 2025, while Meerut
Mavericks claimed the championship
in 2024.(agencies)

India tops overall medal tally to lift Wilkinson
Sword Trophy at Commonwealth Fencing C'ship

'I want to give the best of my abilities': Sakshi
eyes Asian Games 2026 after CWG glory

Lagos (Nigeria), The Indian fenc-
ing contingent created history by
winning the overall championship
title at the Commonwealth Fencing
Championship 2026. Team India
completed a spectacular four-day
campaign with an unprecedented
total of 35 medals-13 gold, 8 silver
and 14 bronze across both U-23 and
senior competitions.

The historic victory culminated
with an overwhelming perform-
ance in the senior team competi-
tions. Indian fencers asserted ab-
solute supremacy across all disci-
plines, capturing five gold medals
out of the six contested team
events. Team India secured top hon-
ours in men's sabre, women's sabre,
men's epee, women's epee, and
women's foil, alongside a hard-
fought silver medal in men's foil.
This remarkable final sweep ce-
mented India's position at the top of
the leaderboards and officially
earned the country the prestigious
Wilkinson Sword Trophy - awarded
since 1982 by the Commonwealth
Fencing Federation to the nation
with the best overall results.

Team success capped off three

previous days of exceptional indi-
vidual performances in Lagos. The
campaign kicked off on Day 1 with
a massive 17-medal haul in the U-23
individual events (4 gold, 4 silver, 9
bronze), featuring a complete podi-
um sweep in men's sabre led by gold
medallist Nikhil Wagh, alongside
individual gold medals from Joys
Ashita (women's foil), Prachi
Lohan (women's epee), and Jeferlin
(women's sabre).

On Day 2, Team India transi-
tioned into senior individual ac-

tion, collecting 7 medals (1 gold, 2
silver, 4 bronze), headlined by a
gold-silver finish from Tanishka
Khatri and Khushi Dabhade in sen-
ior women's epee.

On Day 3, Indian fencers added 5
more medals (3 gold, 1 silver, 1
bronze) with dominant gold-medal
runs from Kanaglakshmi (Senior
Women's Foil), Rajendran
ShanthimolSherjin (Senior Men's
Épée), and Singh Karan Singh
(Senior Men's Sabre).

Behind the athletes' victory was

a dedicated support system led by
coaches Bharatji Thakor, Shrihari
Pise, and Shankar Narayanan,
physiotherapist Amruta
Balkawade, and team manager
Manu Tyagi, whose tactical guid-
ance, physical conditioning, and
event management proved essen-
tial throughout the four-day compe-
tition.

Expressing immense pride in
the historic achievement, Rajeev
Mehta, secretary general of the
Fencing Association of India, stat-
ed, "I am incredibly proud of our
entire contingent every single ath-
lete, coach, and support staff mem-
ber whose untiring dedication
made this historic victory possible.
Lifting the Commonwealth Overall
Championship title for the very
first time is a testament to the tal-
ent, discipline, and hard work with-
in Indian fencing. This monumen-
tal achievement will serve as a mas-
sive boost of confidence for our
fencers and will undoubtedly create
strong positive momentum as we
prepare for upcoming internation-
al tournaments and major global
championships."(agencies)

Kolkata, Women's top seed Tanvi
Khanna and men's fourth seed Suraj
Kumar Chand bowed out in the semifi-
nals of the HCL Squash PSA Challenger
Tour event in Kolkata on Thursday.

Tanvi went down to Egyptian third
seed Sohayla Hazem 11-6, 2-11, 7-11, 7-11,
while Chand lost to Mohamed Gohar, the
Egyptian top seed, winning 11-8, 11-2, 11-7.

Earlier, Chand, who won the World
University Championships singles crown
recently, beat eighth-seed compatriot Om
Semwal in four games to reach the semifi-
nals. He overcame Egypt's Hassan
Menshawy in a 73-minute-long five-game
thriller, 11-4, 8-11, 11-2, 9-11, 11-8 in the pre-
quarterfinals.

Earlier on Tuesday, Suraj Chand over-
came Egypt's Hassan Menshawy in a 73-
minute-long five-game thriller, 11-4, 8-11,
11-2, 9-11, 11-8 in the men's pre-quarterfi-
nals.

In another engrossing five-game con-
test, Sandhesh Palanivel Ravikumar ral-
lied from 2-0 down to beat sixth seed

Ayaan Vaziralli 6-11, 10-12, 11-5, 11-6, 11-7
and advance to the men's quarters.

In the women's section, top seed Tanvi
Khanna moved to the quarters with a
straight-games win over Vasundhara
Nangare. She then defeated sixth-seed
compatriot Nirupama Dubey in straight
games in the quarterfinals before falling
to third seed Egyptian Sohayla in the
semifinals.

In Friday's all-Egypt finals, Sohayla
will take on second seed Menna Walid for
the women's title, while Gohar will meet
third seed Seif Refaay for the men's
crown.The event has a prize fund of USD
9,000 for the men's section, while in the
women's section, the prize money is USD
9,000. The HCL Squash PSA Challenger
Tour has so far organised events in
Indore, Mumbai, and Chennai, and is
now in Kolkata in its India leg. The HCL
Squash PSA Challenger Tour is the sec-
ond rung of the Professional Squash
Association (PSA) Tour with events
spread all over major countries.(agencies)

New Delhi, Commonwealth
Games gold medallist Sakshi
Chaudhary said that she has al-
ready shifted her attention to
the Asian Games 2026, with the
Indian boxer determined to
build on her impressive cam-
paign in Glasgow and challenge
for another major international
title.

Sakshi produced a dominant
performance in the women's
51kg boxing category at the
Commonwealth Games, defeat-
ing England's Ruby White 5-0 in
the final to claim the gold medal.
The Indian remained unbeaten
throughout the competition and
maintained a perfect 5-0 unani-
mous-decision record from the
pre-quarterfinals through to the
final.

Her gold medal-winning per-
formance in Glasgow was built
on sharp movement, composed
defence, accurate combinations
and intelligent tactical adjust-
ments. Against White in the
final, Sakshi controlled the con-
test from the opening bell and
secured a unanimous victory,
with the judges' scorecards
reading 30-27, 29-28, 30-27, 30-26
and 30-27.

The triumph has given

Sakshi further confidence
ahead of the Asian Games,
which are scheduled to begin in
Japan on September 19.

"Winning a gold medal at the
Commonwealth Games is a
dream come true moment for
me. And now my complete focus
is on the Asian Games. These
are the platforms that I have al-
ways aimed at, and I want to
give the best of my abilities,"
Sakshi said.

The boxer added that repre-
senting India remains her
biggest source of motivation
and helps her push herself to
improve with every bout.

"I play for my country. This
constant thought pumps me up
and gives me the strength and
courage to do better than the
last match I played," she added.

Sakshi said she would imme-
diately begin preparations for
the Asian Games and use the
lessons from her
Commonwealth Games cam-
paign to further sharpen her
game."I will begin my training
for the Asian Games now. I have
learnt a lot from my
Commonwealth matches, and I
will always cherish this experi-
ence," she said.(agencies)

'You have to be patient in Test
Cricket': Saransh Jain on decade-

long wait for India call-up

Galle, Rewarded for a decade of relentless toil in do-
mestic cricket, Madhya Pradesh off-spinner Saransh
Jain said patience have been central to his journey as
he finally earned his maiden India Test call-up for the
upcoming two-game tour of Sri Lanka.Jain, who made
his Ranji Trophy debut in the 2014-15 season, was in-
cluded in India's squad for the series against Sri Lanka,
with the first Test set to begin at the Galle
International Stadium on Saturday.Reflecting on the
moment he found out about his selection, Jain said he
was on his way to a temple when he noticed a string of
calls and messages on his phone.

"When I got the call, I was in a temple. I was driving
there, and I saw a call and messages in between. Then I
came to know that I was selected," Jain said in a video
shared by the BCCI.

The 33-year-old has spent more than a decade play-
ing domestic cricket and said he did not feel over-
whelmed after joining the India squad, largely because
he has already played with most of his new team-
mates."Ranji Trophy has an atmosphere. When I joined
the team three days ago, I didn't feel much difference.
70-80 per cent of the players I have played cricket with.
So I think I have mixed up with all of them," he
said.Jain also stressed that patience is essential for
anyone aspiring to play Test cricket for India, pointing
to his own long wait as an example.

"You have to be patient in Test cricket. If you want to
play Test cricket for India, you have to be patient. I have
been patient since I started my career. I made my Ranji
Trophy debut in 2014-15. It has been a long journey. It
has been a lot of hard work and sacrifices. One day, I
will definitely play for India. That was my feeling," he
said.

Jain's family has played a key role in keeping him
grounded throughout his career, with his father him-
self having represented Madhya Pradesh in the Ranji
Trophy."My family is behind me. My dad is a Ranji
Trophy player. He told me to be patient. Things will
come to you automatically," Jain said.Jain, who bats
left-handed, has been a regular member of India A
sides and has amassed 2,223 runs and 188 wickets in 54
first-class appearances. He spent years on the periph-
ery before enjoying a breakthrough in 2022, when he
claimed 13 wickets and scored a crucial fifty in the
knockout stages to help Madhya Pradesh win their
maiden Ranji Trophy title.The 2025-26 season proved to
be another major step in his career. Jain scored 518
runs at an average of 57.55 and took 30 wickets at 20.43.
He followed that with a Player-of-the-Series perform-
ance for Central Zone in the Duleep Trophy, claiming
16 wickets and scoring two fifties in two matches.He
had also served as a net bowler when India faced
Afghanistan in New Chandigarh. Now, after years of
waiting, Jain is finally on the brink of making his Test
debut for India.(agencies)



T
elevision actress Erica
Fernandes is set to por-
tray a doctor in the up-
coming military-med-
ical show "108 Base

Hospital - Uri." Talking about what
drew her to the project, the
'KasautiiZindagii Kay' actress told
IANS that it was the strength and inde-
pendence of the women in the story
that immediately connected with her.
Erica also opened up about the prepara-
tion that went into playing a medical
professional. She revealed that she con-
ducted extensive research to under-
stand the working style, body language,
and mannerisms of doctors and emer-
gency medical professionals.

The actress shared, "108 is a military-
medical-based show. What connected
me to it was the strength of the women
in the story. We are portraying inde-
pendent and strong women, and I feel
today's generation can relate to these
characters because women are becom-
ing increasingly independent and confi-
dent."

Speaking about her preparation for
the role, the 'Kuch Rang Pyar Ke Aise
Bhi' actress revealed that she under-
took extensive medical research to un-
derstand the mannerisms, body lan-
guage and working style of doctors and

emergency medical professionals. She
shared that she spent nearly a month
watching medical shows and videos,
while also studying medical procedures
and treatments to bring authenticity to
her character.

"I did a lot of research. In fact, every-
one on our set calls me "Dr. Fernandes"
because I became so involved in the
character. For about a month, I watched
several medical shows and videos, stud-
ied the body language of doctors and
surgeons, and watched videos related to
medical procedures and treatments. I
hope that research is visible on screen."

The show stars Erica Fernandes as
Dr. Major Naina, Gashmeer Mahajani
as Dr. Major Aniruddh, Nikkhil
Khurana as Major Sameer Dixit,
Ayoshi Talukdar as Dr. Captain Mili
Banerjee, Hiten Tejwani as Dr. Col
Suryakant Thakur, and Smita Bansal as
Lt. Col. Principal Matron Kavita Jha.

'108 Base Hospital - Uri' will premiere
on 15th August during Independence
Day. It will air Saturday-Sunday on
COLORS and JioHotstar.
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A
ctress Raashii Khanna is all
set to return to the screen as
RBI Officer Megha Vyas, as
she has kick-started the
shoot for one of the most an-

ticipated series, 'Farzi 2' On Thursday, Raashii
took to her official Instagram handle and treat-
ed the netizens to a couple of adorable clicks
from the set of her next. In the first pic,
Raashii was seen relishing a crunchy hot
mocha grande. We could also see her peeking
out from her Vanity. In another photo, Raashii
smiled for the camera as she got her makeup
done. The album further had a still of her hold-
ing a 500 rupee note, keeping in tune with the
theme of the show.

"Crunchy red hat mocha grande with al-
mond milk for..? #backatit #farzi2 (sic)," she
captioned the post. The lead of 'Farzi', Shahid
Kapoor, commenced the shoot for the second
season back in March this year.

Sharing the professional update on his
Instagram handle, Shahid had posted a black-
and-white photo with the makers of the show,
Raj Nidimoru and Krishna Dasarakothapalli,
on his official Insta handle, accompanied by
the text, "Farzi2 day 1... back at it!!!" Before this,
in February, Shahid had confirmed that 'Farzi
2' is happening with another social media post,
which also included a picture of him with Raj
Nidimoru and Krishna Dasarakothapalli. His
post on Instagram Stories also had the text,
"The fakers are back at it."

Created by the popular filmmaker duo Raj
&amp; DK, the primary instalment of the
show saw Shahid, Raashii, Vijay Sethupathi,
Kay Kay Menon, Bhuvan Arora, Regina
Cassandra, and Amol Palekar as the core cast,
along with others. 'Farzi' premiered on
Amazon Prime Video on 10 February 2023 and
was well received by the audience. The eight-
episode series revolved around a small-time
con artist, Sunny (Played by Shahid Kapoor),
who accidentally stumbles upon the dark
world of crime.

A
ctress Vedika Pinto,
who worked with
filmmaker Anurag
Kashyap in the film
"Nishaanchi," has

opened up about the valuable lessons
she learned during the experience.

Vedika shared that working with
Kashyap taught her important lessons
about life and helped her develop a bet-
ter understanding of herself. Speaking
exclusively to IANS, she revealed that
one of the biggest takeaways from her
journey was learning to accept herself.

Vedika also spoke about the role of
networking in the film industry.
Recalling how she eventually got the
opportunity to meet Kashyap, she said
she had wanted to meet the filmmaker
for a long time. Her agent eventually
arranged the meeting, during which
Kashyap noticed something in her that
led to her being considered for
"Nishaanchi."

The actress shared, "Working with
Anurag sir taught me about life as
much as it taught me about acting. It is
difficult to explain in words, but be-
cause of Nishaanchi and Anurag sir, I
learned to accept myself, and that has
been one of the biggest lessons of my
journey."

When asked about the importance
of networking in the film industry,
Vedika agreed that building profes-
sional connections can play a signifi-
cant role in finding opportunities. "It
depends on what you mean by net-
working. I wanted to meet Anurag
Kashyap for a long time, and my agent
finally arranged that meeting. During
that interaction, he saw something in
me that eventually led to Nishaanchi.
If that meeting had never happened, I
might not have got the film. So, net-
working is important because people
need to know you before they can con-
sider you for a role."

"Nishaanchi" was directed by
Anurag Kashyap, who co-wrote the
film with Ranjan Chandel and Omjit
Sahu. The film featured Aaishvary
Thackeray in dual roles, while Vedika,
Monika Panwar, Kumud Mishra,
Mohammed Zeeshan Ayyub, and
Vineet Kumar Singh appeared in piv-
otal roles. Vedika Pinto, along with the
rest of the cast, also reprised her role
in "Nishaanchi Part 2."

M
ini Mathur,
who recently
emerged as
the winner of
the reality

show 'Alliance', was seen reunit-
ing with fellow contestants Seema
Sajdeh, Daisy Shah, Ruhee Dosani
over dinner on Wednesday night.

Giving fans a glimpse of their
bond, Mini took to her social
media account to share a picture
from the get-together, bringing to-
gether the 'Alliance' girls. She cap-
tioned the picture as, "Unfiltered
Allies".

The girls were seen chit chat-
ting and unwinding at the get to-
gether.

Talking about Mini and her
participation in the game show,
she has earlier described her expe-
rience on 'Alliance' as the best dig-
ital detox of her life.

Mini also shared that she did
not miss her phone at all during
her time on the show.

While speaking exclusively to
IANS, Mini said that, given it was
her first experience of a reality

show, she was surprised that she
ended up having so much fun.

She was asked, "This was your
first reality show, while many con-
testants had years of experience
in this space. How challenging

was the learning curve in the be-
ginning, and what surprised you
the most?"

"I did not come with the sole in-
tention of winning. Of course, I
did not come to lose either, but my
focus was simply to enjoy every
challenge and give it my best. I
think people connected with that
enthusiasm," she added.

Mini also revealed how the
show unexpectedly turned out to
be a fun experience for her, also
becoming the best digital detox of
her life.

"What surprised me the most
was how much fun I ended up hav-
ing. I honestly thought I would
come out mentally exhausted,
physically drained, and probably
needing therapy. Instead, I came
out feeling sharper, more focused,
and fitter than I have felt in a very
long time," she concluded.
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A
ctress Preity
Mukhundhan,
who plays the
female lead op-
posite actor

Ashok Selvan in director R
Kaarthikeyan's upcoming film ti-
tled 'Anbil Avan', has now told
him that she was "eternally
grateful" to him for giving her
the amount of space that she had
now got in the film.
Participating in the title teaser
launch event of the film, Preity
Mukhundan said, "This team is
more than a team. They are fami-
ly. Everyone in this team is very
close to my heart. When you
watch the film, all of you will
like it. You will see how much
heart and passion has gone into
this film. I am genuinely feeling
emotional."

The actress, who thanked
actor Ashok Selvan, said,
"Ashok, I don't know how to
thank you. Of all the main-
stream male actors, Ashok is one
person I can confidently say who

will, without any insecurity, give
space to his female co-stars. It is
an amazing, amazing quality.
Thank you. I am eternally grate-

ful to you for giving me the space
you have given me in this film."
The actress also thanked director
R Kaarthikeyan for helping her

pull of the challenging role. She
said, "Karthik sir, they told me
that you were the one who
vouched for me when I did the
audition. I don't know why but
throughout this film, you have
helped me, taught me the nu-
ances of this character, worked
with me and extracted it from
me. Thank you so much. This is a
character that you have beauti-
fully written. As you said, this
character will connect with a lot
of women and girls."  The film,
which has been produced by
K.Karunamoorthy, Ashok Selvan
and Abinaya Selvam, has music
by Govind Vasantha.

The film has cinematography
by Gowtham Rajendran and edit-
ing by Selva RK. Stunts in the
film have been choreographed by
Peter Hein and art direction is by
Manikandan Srinivasan. While
the story of the film has been
penned by Vignesh Raja, its
screenplay have been jointly
penned by Vignesh Raja, R
Kaarthikeyan and Ashok Selvan.

Preity Mukhundan tells Ashok Selvan:
I am eternally grateful to you!

'Alliance' girls Mini Mathur, Seema
Sajdeh, Daisy Shah and Ruhee

Dosani reunite over dinner A
ctress Nargis
Fakhri shared
her happiness
after flying for the
first time, and

quipped that her smooth experience
may have something to do with
being a pilot in a past life.

Nargis took to her Instagram sto-
ries, where she shared a picture of
herself in the pilot's seat. In the
image, she's looking back at the
camera as she held on to the yoke
before taking off.

Captioning the post, Nargis
wrote: "First time flying.
Apparently I was a pilot in my past
life cuz I did so well."

On the acting front, Nargis, who
is currently in the UK with friends
Ekta Kapoor and Urvashi Dholakia,
was last seen in Housefull 5, a come-
dy thriller, directed by Tarun
Mansukhani. It marks the fifth in-
stalment of the Housefull franchise.

The film features an ensemble
cast including Akshay Kumar,

Abhishek Bachchan, Riteish
Deshmukh, Sanjay Dutt, Fardeen
Khan, Shreyas Talpade, Nana
Patekar, Jackie Shroff, Dino Morea,
Jacqueline Fernandez, Nargis

Fakhri, Chitrangada Singh, Sonam
Bajwa, Soundarya Sharma,
Chunky Pandey, Nikitin Dheer and
Johnny Lever.

A murder-mystery comedy, the

film follows multiple impostors who
claim to be the son of a recently de-
ceased billionaire as they compete
for his fortune aboard a luxury
cruise ship.

She was also seen in Mastiii 4 di-
rected by Milap Zaveri. It is the
fourth installment in the Masti film
series. The film stars Riteish
Deshmukh, Vivek Oberoi and Aftab
Shivdasani.

The film followed three unhappy
husbands, who plan to leave their
boring marriages. Their bold
scheme offers liberation and thrill,
but the aftermath takes surprising
turns.

Nargis came to prominence in
India with the 2011 romantic drama
film Rockstar. She subsequently
played a war correspondent in the
political thriller Madras Cafe, and
starred in the commercially suc-
cessful comedies Main Tera Hero
and Housefull 3. She has also ap-
peared in the Hollywood action-
comedy Spy.

Nargis Fakhri says she was 'a pilot in my
past life' after first flying experience

Erica Fernandes 
on '108 Base Hospital - Uri': 'The strength of
the women in the story connected me to it'

'Musafir Café' 
actress Vedika Pinto reveals how

working with Anurag Kashyap
taught her to accept herself

Raashii Khanna 
begins shooting for 

'Farzi 2', treats 
with pics from the sets


